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SERMON XXIIL

Tne TrRuTH As IT IS IN JESUS.

st —
Epnesians, Chap. iv. Ver. 20, 21.

But ~ve bhave not fo learned Chrifl ; if [o be that ye bave
beard bim, and bave been taught by bimy as the truth

s in fefus.

HE epiftle before us was written by Paul

when he was a prifoner for Jelus Chrift at
Rome ; but though he was bound, the word of God
was not bound ; though he was firaightened in body,
yet the Holy Ghoft took the advantage of it to enlarge
his mind, opening more the eyes of his underftanding,
giving him more fublime and vaft difcoveries of the
infinity of grace, of the myfteries of the gofpel, of
everlafting love and frec grace, in their high and
eternal original, with the perpetual {pring and fireams
of divine clemency which flow therefrom: fo that
the holy apoftle {cems to {peak of this epiftle as the
higheft proof and inftance of his real fpiritual know-
ledge of Jelus, {aying, /¥ beveby when ye read (referring
to the two former chapters) ye may underflandamy knotw-
ledge in the myflery of Chrifl.  See chap. iii. ver. 4.
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454 The Truth as it is in Fefus.

He enters into the depth of thofe things which are
hid in God, as far as they concern us; brings them
out, opens, explains, and fets them forth to view in
the firft chapter: in which he treats of that funda-
mental att in God, which is the one foundation from
whence grace and glory are [ettled on us, and fecured
to us, wiz. eternal, perfonal, unconditional elettion
in Chrift, before the foundation of the world. Which
alt, as it flowed from the free, {overeign, everlafting
love, and good pleafure of Jemovaun the Father’s
will, gave the elect being and exiftence in Chrift
from everlafting; by which means they had union
with, intereft in, and relation to the perfon of Chrift,
God-man, before all worlds. This high and ftupen-
dous grace of eleflion is thewn forth by fome of the
immediate fruits and effetts of it. God having, by
eletion, given his people fupercreation being and ex-
iftence in Chrifl, out of the fame love wherewith he
loved their perfons in Chrifty and blefled them in him
with all {piritual bleilings, And as their clettion was
thus owing to his own fovereign, free, and immutable
will, fo, by an att of his infinite underflanding, he de-
creed their being and their utmoft well-being in Chrift,
predeftinated them to the adoption of children, and
accepted their perfons in the perfon of the God-man,
his firft and eternally beloved.  All which bigh, eter-
nal a€ls of grace towards the elett, are attributed {olely
to grace; Chnit, as head and mediator, Laving no
influence in them, he being, as fuch, the objett of
eleflion as well as his church; therefore thefe alls
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which are eternally eftablithed in the mind and will
of God, are faid to be to the glory and praife of his
grace. The apoftle defcends from thefe high and
ancient mountains of everlafting love and free grace,
to fpeak of Chrift the ancient and eterpal head of the
ele€t church of human race, as the glorious, all-fufh-
cient mediator of reconciliation, and the redeemer of
it from {in-and eternal ruin: 7n whown we bave redemp-
tion through bis bloed, the forgivenc/s of fins, according to
the viches of his grace. He {iyles the gofpel the myl-
tery of God’s will, and calls 1t the gofpel of falvation,
which, as accompanied with the efficacy of the Holy
Gholt, is the means by which Clnift is revealed, made
known, belicved on, received, and enjoyed. He
fhews how the Holy Gholft is the fealer of the cleét;
and clofes thefe fubjeéts with a prayer, in which all
the articles of our molt holy faith are 1ncluded, or
exprelled ; and the degrees of Chrilt's exaltation men-
tioned in it are, as Dr. Ames oblerves, anfwerably
oppofite to the degrees of his humiliation @ his rifing
from the dead being oppoled to his death; his
alcenfion into heaven, to his defcent into the grave,
and going down into hell, or wmto the flate of death;
and, his fitting at God’s right hand, to his remaining
in the grave, and in the ftate of death. After which,
the apoftle fets forth the love, mercy, and grace of
God, as the original caule of quickening, raifing up,
and delivering the ecleét from that ftate of fin, guilt,
death, and wrath, which they were in by Adam’s
fall, and in which they remained all the days of their
unrcgeneracy : out of which, through the quickening
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influences of the Holy Ghoft, they were now brought
and delivered.  Having tinifhed the do€trinal part of
this epiltle, in the third chapter of it, he clofes with a
prayer, the greateil to be tound on record, as offered
up by him who had been in heaven. As he longs that
thofe eternal truths might be fet on aireth, with the feal
of the Holy Ghoft, on their hearts; that they might
more clearly undeifland them, powerfully expericnce
them, and have {ellowfhip with the Holy Trinity by
faith in them; his heart is led out to pray for the
greateft bleflings God himfelf could beftow on them,
or they could experience aud enjoy this fide heaven,—
that 1hey might be filled with all the fulnefs of God. In
what may be ftyled the fecond part of this epiftle, he
exhorts thefe perfons, whom he had thus prayed for,
to divers exercifes of graces and duties, making ufe
of thofe divine truths before fpoken of, as motives
thercunto: [ therefore the prifoner of the Lord, fays
he, in the chapter before us, defeech you, that ye walk
worthy of the wocation wherewith ye ave called, with
ail lowlinefs and meeknefs, with long-fuffering, Jorbearing
one anolher 1 love 5 endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.  He fets forth the unity of
Chrift’s church, which hath him for its head, lord, and
hufband : the true members of which partake of the
fame like precious faith in him; have the fame ordi-
nances of worfhip, in which they ferve him, and have
one and the like intereft in the one God and Father of
them all. Thus he thews, how it became them to be
united to each other in the Spirit; to fhew it by their



The Truth as it is in Yefus. 457

chriftian fellowfhip to each other; and that to pro-
mete this, was one end why the Lord had given both
his children and minifters, fpiritual gifts differing from
each other; which gifts, as beftowed on the latter,
ne aferibes to Chrift as afcended, and {peeks of them
as the fruits of his afcenfion: and, as he enumerates
them, they were to fit men for the work of the
miniftry, and the edification of {aints 3 which miniftry
is to be continued until all the faints arrive to a
perfettion of fpiritual knowledge, and make up one
man, or body of men, in Chrit. The ule, end,
and defign of the gofpel, is to promote the growth
of believers up into Chrift their head, from whom
all fupplies of grace are communicated for the in-
creale and edification of cvery one of his members.
In a very folemn manner he diffuades them from
a life, walk, and converfation like unto the uncon-
verted Gentiles, teftifying in the Lord againft it; and
fhews the vanity, filthinels, and finfulnefs of it;
adding, Bul ye bave not fo learned Chrifl ; if fo be that ye
bave beard him, and Lave been taught by biray as the truth
is 7 Fefus.  In which the fruits of learning Chrift, of
having heard him, and of being taught by him, are
pointed out, by whom we know the truth as it is in
him. If ye have learned Chrift, fays Paul, ye have
wholly renounced the life and praétice of the vile and
unregenerate part of mankind. Ye walk not like, nor
in conformity with them. If ye have learned Chrift,
ye prove it by believing on him, receiving him, living
on, to, and for him,
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Of all {cience and learning, none is comparable to
the knowledge of Chrift, and learning him. And
truly that man was a good [cholar in Chrilt’s {chool,
and had made a proper ufe of his learning Chiift, vz,
Mr. Stephen Marfhall, B. D. who, in the year 1654,
being on his death bed, when a reverend brother and
others were talking with him about his death, replied,
% I cannot {ay, as one who {aid, I have {o lived that I
¢ fhould not now be afraid to di¢ ; but this I can fay,
¢ I have {o learned Chrift, that I am not afraid to
¢ die.” See Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans, Vol.
J1 guarto edition, page 478. This was faying indecd.
And none of us have learced Chrift to any good pur-
pole, nor to any great degree, until we can find reafon
to fay the fame. The apoftle points out the way and
manner of lcarning Chrift—by hearing him, and by
being taught of him. Chrifl not only fpeaks in the
outward miniitry of the word, but inwardly alfo, and
that ethcacioully, and with energy to the heart, fo as
to draw, allure, and make the foul to follow him.
The voice of Chrift is heard inwardly and fpiritually ;
it produceth life, where there was nothing but {piri-
tual death, according to our Lord’s own declaration,
Verily, verily 1 fay unio you, the bour is coming, and now
is, when the dead [ball bear the wvoice of the Son of God:
and they that bear fhall live. His teaching is divine,
Rv it we difcern trath from error; and are brought
te know the truth as it 1s in him. Having read two
verles for my text, and opened them thus briefly,
Y proceed to inform you, that my defign is to dwell
on a particular fentence only, in them. And if it be
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afked, what my fubjett 15, and what T mean to treat
of particnlarly at this time, my reply is, Trub is to
be the {ubjett; and the trutl as it is in Fefus, is to
be particularly {tated, the knowledge of which is an
ineftimablc blefling. My text, then, with a particular
view to obtain this end, is thefe words: The truib
as it s in Fefus. Which words evidently contain and
exprefs a plain diftintlion of a two-fold knowledge of
truth,  There is a knowledge of truth, which is not
that of the truth as it s in Jefus; and, there is the
knowledge of rruth as it 75 in Jefus: the latter is by
Chrift’s own teaching, which diftinguifhes it from the
other. I will caft the fubflance of what 1 am to
deliver on this important {ubjefl, into the following
divifion, and give you the three following heads of
difcourle.

Firft, I will confider the phrafeology of our text,
as it is defigned to point out a two-fold knowledge of
truth, and is ufed entirely for that very purpole.

Secondly, what that knowledge of truth 1s, and how
obtained, which does not come up to this, to be #he
truth as it is in Jofus.

Thirdly, what it 1s to know the sruth as it is &=
Fefus, and that this is the preper fruit and effett of
being raught it by bim.

I have propofed, and am fuft to confider, the
phrafeclogy of our text, as it is defigned to point out
a two-fold knowledge of truth, and as ufed entirely
for that very purpofe. It may moft ealily appear to
each of you, that the apoftle is here carefully and
judicioufly diftinguifhing between true believers and
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temporary ones.  Hence we have a difcrimination at
the very beginning of our text: Buz ye bave not [
leavned (lvif}.  And we bave alfo an #f at the very
beginning of the lentence before us.  If o be that ye
bave beard bimy and bave been taught by bin as the ruth
is in fefus.  And yet we mufl remember and carefully
note, that the apoflle is not here fpcaking of, and
diltinguithing betwecn truth and error 1o the dotirines
and mylteries of the everlafling gofpel, which are the
very foundrtion and bafis of Chriftianity ; but in this
place, he is only diftinguithing the difference between
a bare, naked, fpeculative notion and idea, of that
which Is really truth; and fuch a knowledge of it,
as conveys a real apprehenfion of it to the {oul in its
tnfinite value and vaft importance, which has that in
1t which fatisfics the underflanding, fanétifies the will,
engages the whole heart, and draws after 1t all the
affettions ; fo that the peculiar mode of expreflion in
the words before us, 1mplies that there is a two-fold
Enowledge of truth.  There 1s a knowledge of truth
which yet is not as zbe truth is in Fefus; and there
is a knowledge of trath, which comes up to, and
anfwers this expreflon, the truth as it is in Fefus.
This, then, 1s the fum and fubftance of the diftinétion
made here by the apoltle in the words before us ; and
that there is fuch a two-fold knowledge of truth, is
exprefled by the very phrafeology of our text. There-
fore, as a juft inference drawn from it, it mult be of
the utmoft importance for us to know ke truth as it is
in Jefus ; to examine into the grounds, reafons, prin-
ciples, and original {pring from whence our know-
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ledge of eternal and divine truth proceeds: to look
to, and fearch very di‘;ig&:ntly, if we have the faving
knowledge of the Godhead, the perfons in the God-
head, their cifeniial perfettions, their eternal council
and covenant, the works and word of the EKternal
Three ; who, as they coexift in the incompreheniible
felf-exifting effence, {o they ftand engaged to the church
and people of God in an economical oice, for the
falvation and benefit of all that believe It moft
highly concerns us to try if our knowledge is of ze
truth, the truth as it is in Fefus, H 1t 1s all received
from his word, exattly agreeable with the truths re-
vealed therein: if it is derived from it, and founded
folely thereon: and allo to look to it and fee if the
knowledge of truth does produce its divine influences
and effects within, upon, and without us, governing
our minds, poflefling our faculties, and bringing every
thought into obedience unto Chiift.  To fearch criti-
cally, nicely, and exadlly, to find whether cur know-
ledge of {piritual truth be received really {rom him,
through his giving us that unflion whereby we know
all things. For, if ye have been taught by Chrift,
then his truth will make fuch an impreffion on your
hearts, in a meafure and degrec, as it did on his.
Having thus briefly opened the firit head of our
difcourfe, and fhewn that a two-fold knowiedge of
truth is pointed out and diftinguifhed by the phraleo-
logy of the text, I proceed,

Secondly, to confider and {et before you what that
knowledge of truthis, and how obtained, which does
not come up to that of the truth as it is in Fefus.
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Let it be remembered, that it is truth, and the
knowledge of it, are our fubjett. That all truth in
its own nature and importance is valuable. That
we are commanded o dbuy the iruth, and fell it nol.
Coft what it will to precure truth will repay all the
charge and pains laid out about 1it.  And as it refpectts
the traths of Chrilt, the leaft of them, if it be law-
ful for us fo to diftinguith them, is of far greater
worth than earth or beaven.  The knowledge of truth,
which I am to treat of, is fuch a knowledye of truth,
as hath the truth of God for nts objelt and fubjett;
and this as revealed in the Holy Seriptures of truth,
which are the very foundation of ity and from whence,
as from its great fourtain, it 1s derived.  So that one,
externally eniightencd by the general illummation of
the Holy Gholt, may Luow aud poflels a large mea-
love it as

ure of truth: he may know truth as truth
fure of truth: | y | truth as trutl
uch—have a vait judgment aud idea of the truths
fuch—h a vait judgment and 1d [ the truth
of the cverlafiing golpel-—of every branch of the
whole fyltem—of its articles of faith and mylteries of
grace—may fee the beauty, admire the conneétion,
be charmed with the harmony, crder, variety, and
divinity of the whole, and be not only charmed and
pleafed, but cven delighted therewith, Such an one
may attain and have a vaft theoretical and {peculative
knowledge and judgment to difcern between things
which differ; be able to diftinguifh them aright;
bave a gift and faculty, and cven ufe them to the
benefit and admiration of others; whilll the whole,
though truth, is not zhe fruth as it is in. jjefus. Such
may have, from the Scriptures, a {pecylative know-
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ledge of the Godhead—the perfons in the Godhead—
their counfel and covenant, and may apprchend
it to be real comfort and happinels to have the
thoughts fpent on fuch fubjeéts, and yet not have
the faving knowledge of Jefus, and the power of
his refurretion. There may be the whole form of
truth in the underftanding, with the form of found
words clearly to exprefs the fame, with a large
capacity to treafure up God’s written word, and a
delight and freenefs to fpeak of it ; and which, when
compared with the Scriptures, fhall be found truly
confonant and perfettly agreeable with them; yet, all
this 1s not to know, nor does it amount to the know-
ledge of the truth as it is in Jefus. Yea, this know-
ledge of truth may produce much comformity to the
word, precepts, and commands of Chrift, as enjoined
and prefcribed by him. It may produce forrow for
fin, and abftinence from it: joy in the {foul, arifing
too from what is apprehended to be {poken of a con-
folatory kind : yea, there may be great quickenings,
meltings, comforts, enlargements, ravifhments, and
ecftacies. Such may have great gifts in prayer, in
preaching, in conference, in fuiting and applying the
word to various and particular cafes; with a temper
excellent, and a life unfpotted, and yet the truth not
be known as 7t is in Jefus, though many truths about,
and which concern and belong to Chrift and his falva-
tion, are known. Iere then is truth known, and
much truth too, with a delight taken in it, and yet
the truth not known as it is in Fefus. Yea, herc are
the truths of the living God known, and yet Chrift,
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the fum and centre of them, not fpiritually known 4
for all this kuowledge is but in the natural mental
faculties, and but on the brim and furface of them.
The poffeflor does not experience the entrance of
truth into his heart, producing a new creation in his
foul.  This knowledge does not make the poffefior
of 1t an holy fpiritual perfon, though it may make
him exceedingly pleafing and praifeworthy iu all his
outward deportment. This knowledge does not pro-
duce one att of fpiritual life, nor fit for one fingle
moment’s communion with the Lord.  And though a
perfon by this knowledge may efcape the pollution
that 1s 1 the world through lult ; yer it does not make
him a partaker of the divine nature. I proceed to thew
how this kncwledge of truth, as truth, is obtained;
which yet does not amount to the truth as it is in
Fefus.  This knowledge of the truths of God, Chiift,
the covenant of grace, and the gefpel, is attained and
gained by the preaching of the word ; by hearing it ;
fitting under tuc minifiration of it; and by converfing
with the peeple of God: by reading the word, and
by application to, and ftudying the writings of great
and holy men, who have waded into religious con-
troverfies, and been engaged in giving forth a glorious
fcheme of all the traths and dotirines of grace. And,
as it is thus derived, fo it produces its effects, which
are pleafant and beautiful in themfelves. There is fre-
quently a practice agrecable to what is known—a
natural faith, and love to Chrift, as far as the fpecu-
lative knowledge of divine truth reaches and operates.
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There is frequently much zeal for fome truths, which
are conceived to be of great importance, and a readi-
nefs to fuffer, in fome cales, where it is thought truth
is affefted; and yet the whole is but the effe@ of
{peculation upon divine and eternal truths., There
may be great readinefs to f{peak even of what we
fiyle properly the deep things of God, even where
the truth, as il is in Fefus, is not known ; it being fre-
quently found to be the cafe, that many of the truly
called people of the Lord, know lefs of the truths,
doctirines, and prime articles of their moft holy faith,
though taught by Chrift, and know tbe 7ruth as it is in
Jefus, than others, who have only heard of him by the
hearing of the ear. There may be a knowing of the
truth, which may put us on worfhipping God, as
the God of truth, and yet we may be deflitute of the
fpirit of truth, and not worfhip the Father n fpirit
and in truth. The churches in the apofile’s day, and
throughout the apoftolic age, had abundance of fuch
profefiors amongft them. You read of fuch in the
fixth chapter to the Hebrews, who are faid to have
been enlightened, to have tafled of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, i. e. of his
gifts and external operations: yet they are {poken of
as very liable to fall from all this, and become apof-
tates. They, though not Arians, Socinians, nor Armi-
nians, by no means heterodox, but quite orthodox ;
yet were they deftitute of a new and {piritual birth,
from whence alone, as the effett of fuch a divine
work of the Holy Ghoft, could {pring true faith and
love towards our Lord Jefus Chrift; and the apoftle
Hh
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{peaks of them, notwithftanding all their knowledge of
the whole fcheme of feriptural divinity, as thorns and
briars, whole end was nigh unto curfing.  From what
has been delivered, it may be feen and clearly known,
that it is poflible to have what we fiyle a clear head,
a found judgment as it refpetts the truths of God,
a capacicus memory to know and retamn them, an
aptitude to {peak of them; yea, a love to truth and
zcal for 1t, and yet be deftitute of knowing the rruth
as it 15 in jefus.

It may be afked, fince it is granted that there is,
and may be a knowledge of the truth atained by
fuch as know not the trusk as it is in Jefus, wherein lies
the diffcrence between what they know, and what thofe
know, who are acquainted with the truth as it is in
Tefus.

Seeing it 1s granted, that thofe know the truth, and
that truth 1s the objett and fubjet of their knowledge,
who know not the truth as it is in Fefus, as well as it is
the objett and fubjeét of thofe who know it in him:
I anfwer, the difference does not fo much confift
about the objetlts and fubjelts of their knowledge,
for the fame truths the one knows, the other does
alfo, as about the way and manner in which they
know them. Not but that there is, in what is known,
as well as In the way whereby this knowledge is
received, a fpecific difference, as will be fhewn
when we come to our third particular head of dil-
courfe. The apoftle tells us, that the natural man
veceivels npl 1he things of the Spivit of God: neither can
be know them; and gives this as the reafon, becaufe
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they ave fpiritually difcerned. That is the diftinttion
he makes—the want of {piritual difcernment, to fee
fpiritual things, truths, dottrines, and promifes, in
their {pirituality, and to be taken with the {pirituality
contained in them. There is in the pofleffor of the
knowledge of truth whom we have been defcribing,
the want of a {piritual faculty, without which faculty
there cannot be an irnherent {piritual perception in the
mind, of {piritual things, and truths in their {piritual
excellencies. This is the reafon why a man, though
ever {o much in a natural way enlightened by the
external fhinings of the word and fpirit on his mind,
cannot take in the leaft [piritual idea of divine truth,
fo as to have his heart drawn to, and fixed on the
Lord, as the fountain and centre of his bappinefs and
reft. Nor is his {oul fupernaturally drawn up into holy
fellowfhip with God and the Lamb, though full of
fpeculative wifdom and knowledge concerning divine
truth. Such can only fay of Chrift, as Job to another
purpole did, I bave beard of thee by the bearing of the
ear. For they never faw him in the vifion of faith; nor
did the fhine of his glory ever yet enlighten them:
fo that all their knowledge of truth does not arrive to
knowing zhe truth as it is in Jefus. 1 proceed, there-
fore,

Thirdly, to fhew what it is to know the fruth
as it is in Fefus; and that this is the proper fruit
and effeét of being zaught by him. The expreflion
ufed by the apoftle deferves our attention, the truth
as i 15 in Jefus: as though he intimated, that the

Hhbe
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common doétrine of Chrift, in the lump of it, {eems
to be defpifed by none. It is fome fpecial points
of the truth as it is in Jefus, which are the objefl
of contempt and {corn. And truly I have moft
ferioufly and pofitively concluded in the fecrets of
my own mind, that it is -a poflible cafe to preach all
the truths, do€lrines, and ordinances of the golpel,
and yet not know Chrifty the very fubjeél and f{ub-
fiance of them. Alfo, that it is a poflible cafe to
hear thefe molt excellent matters opened, explained,
and judicioufly defended; to be well perfuaded of
the truths, and to yield affent and confent to them,
and receive fome fatisfaélion from them, and yet be
wholly unacquainted with Chrift and his falvation.
1 conceive there 1s a valt diflerence between preach-
ing, and knowing Chrift and his falvation; and alfo
between preaching the doétrines of grace, knowing
and receiving them, and knowing and recciving Chrifs,
the fum and fubftance of them: not but that dofirinal
preaching is moft excellent in its place, and deferves
to be highly valued. But, to know the truth as it is
ih Fefus, is to know Chrift, who is the truth, really
and fpiritually; as he is in himfelf the ever-blefled
God-man, the mediator, {faviour, brother, ard friend
of his church and people. It is to have fuch a
knowledge of him, in his furpafling excellencies,
ineffable love, precious blood fhedding, righteouf-
nefs, fulnefs, grace, and mercy, as ravifhes the whole
foul, and draws, by the omnipdtem fweetnefls of his
own love, the whole perfon, heart, and affettions to
himfelf. It is to know Jefus Chrift inwardly and
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{piritually, by the light, teaching, and revelation of
the Holy Spirit: and {o to know him, as to have as
real a knowledge of his perfon and falvation, as any
faint hath in glory, in refpeét of the reality of it. It is
fo to know him, as to have him dwelling in the under-
ftanding, heart, and affeftions; quickening, enliven-
ing, and influencing the whole man, who becomes
completely bleffed, happy, and holy, as he hath Chrift
in him the hope of glory.  This knowledge is the fruit
and effett of the grace of the whole trinity. Paul tells
us, that God revealed his Son 77 him. And he was fo
vevealed, that the fame Paul fays, Chrifl liveth in me.
And {peaking of himfelf, and others as brought to
know the truth as it is in Fefus, he faith, God whe
commanded ibe light to fhine out of davknefs, bath fhined in
our bearts, to give the light of the knowledge of ithe glory
of God, in the face of Fefius Chrifi.  There is a beam of
light let down from Chrift upon the mind and into the
heart, whereby the foul views Chrift in his own light,
glory, and excellencies; which renders him everlaft-
ingly precious. The Holy Spirit doth accompany
the light and knowledge of God, and of Jefus Chrift,
to the foul, and reprefents the truth in its reality,
as it is in Jfefus, teaching the {oul {o to know Chrift,
as to come to and truft on him, to value him, and
count all but drofs in comparifon with the excel-
Jencies of Chrift Jefus the Lord of glory : by which
means the foul hath an intuitive knowledge of Chrift,
and the Father in him, He hath a real {piritual idea
of Chrift begotten in his foul by the Holy Ghoft. He
Hhg
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fees the Son, and believeth on him, and it is a real,
{piritwal, folid, fubftantial fight of Chrift. He hath
a new underftanding to know the true Chrift, to
embrace him, and live in fights of him, as he views
him in the glafs of the gofpel, where he fhines forth
in all his glory. As this is zhe truth asit is in Fefusy—
to know Chrift, Lis love, work, grace, and fulnefs,
inwardly and fpiritually by the revelation of the
Father, through the inward fhining of Chrift within
the foul, and by the anointings of the Holy Ghoft;
fo hereby the true Chrift is known, and all of him
that is neceflary for us to know, for the increafe of
our faith, and hope in and love to him. And this
knowledge is the proper fruit and effe& of our Lord’s
own teaching; who, as he knows all truth, {o he, as
mediator, received the whole knowledge of it from
the Father; and it was fet with emphalfis on him by
the Holy Spirit, who was the fanttifier of his human
nature, and who fealed him to the performance of his
great work. Now, as divine truth was known by
Chrift, ard fpiritually influenced his human foul, fo
it hath the fame effetts on the hearts of his people,
though not to that high degree which it had on his.
Such as know zhe truth as it is in Fefus, having been
taught it by him, their {fouls feel the warmth and
vigour of it, in their {piritual affettions : which proves
them to be taught by a divine agent ; becaufe the know-
ledge, faith, love, and communion of, and with Chrift,
as {poken of in the word, are atlually and {piritually
produced in their fouls. They are the epiftles of
Chyift, on whofe minds is engraven and ftamped the
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image of Chrift, in his life, death, refurrefion, and
alcenfion; and they have fellowfhip with him, as their
living, reigning, crowned head, Lord, and Saviour:
fo that they walk up and down in the name and fear
of the Lord of hofis. Being thus taught by Chrift in
the knowledge, and by the revelation of him, they
grow hereby all their lives, and are in due f{eafon
removed from carth to heaven, to behold their Lord
face to face; to fee him as he is, and to be flled
with all the fulnels of God  So that this knowledge
of the truth differs from the former, as much as the
fubftance doth from the thadow. The truths of God,
as making Chrift known to the foul, and letting him
into the foul, through the inward evidence and influ-
ence ol the cternal Spirit, give a fubfiftence to Chrift
in all the faculties of the new man.  What a poffeflor
of the knowledge of truth knows in theory only, the
real believer knows [piritually. What the one cannot
fee in truths, viz. their original, inherent fpirituality ;
that the other does, and hence his mind becomes
{piritually affeéted. And, the more {piritual any truth
appears, the more it takes hold of his heart, and
draws his affettions to Chrift, in whom it hath its
being and foundation. As they are at beft but pleafing
to the one, to the other they are means of com-
munion with the Lord, of ftrengthening hope, enlarg-
ing the heart heavenward, and filling it with hopes full
of immortality. Having thus briefly filled up the
heads of dilcourfe, I leave the fubjeét with you for
your improvement. May the Lord command his
blefling onit.  dmen,
 Hhy



