SERMON XXI.

e — LD e

Curist THE BELIEVER’s ALL, 1N Lirs,
DeEaTH, AND ETERNAL GLORY.

Covrossians, Chap. iii. Ver. 11.
Chrifl is All.

IT s the peculiar glory and excellency of this moft

blefled and incomparable book, the Bible, that it
bas Chrift as the fupreme f{ubjeét of it. It is the
Father’s record and teftimony of his Son; and which
is, that be that bath the Son, hath life. 1t is the reve-
lation of Jefus Chrift. Its hiftory, its prophecy, its
facrifices and ordinances, all point, as {o many lines
in a circle, to him.  The teftimony of Fefus is the fpirit
of prophecy. 'The prophets and apoftles treat of him ;
whofe perfon is the glory of heaven; whofe love is
the everlafting miracle of heaven; whofe finithed
work of falvation bears up the faints before the
throne, and yiclds them matter for perpetual praife,
fo that they conftantly cry, Thon waft flain, and baft
vedeemed us to God by thy bloed.  Worthy is the Lamb
that was flasn. His vittories and triumphs on the crofs,
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over fin, Satan, the world, death, and heli, will be
celebrated by the hallelujahs of the hoft of the
redeemed in glory, as long as heaven is heaven.
Beloved, the fun in the firmament, is not fo full of
light, or the fea, with its valt abyfs, {o full of water,
as the infpired volume is of Jefus, and his wonderful
grace, work vittories, fame, and renown. If it were
pollible to collelt the whole eflence of Scripture, and
exprefs it in one fingle fentence, it would be con-
tained and exprefled in fuch words as thofe which 1
have now read unto you, Chrifl is all. So that you
may {ee that my text, though fhort, 1s valtly com-
prehenfive. It expreffes what Chrift is to his people
on earth; and aifo what he 1s to them who are
already admitted to his promifed glory. In thefe
words Chrift is both text and fermon—the foundation
and corner ftone—the firft and the laft—the Alpha and
Omega—the aim and end —the author and finither of
faith.  Chrift 15 all in [alvation work, the all in grace
and glory. Our apotftle, in the firft chapter of this
epifile, in his {etting forth Chrift Jefus the Lord,
gives {uch an account of him, in his ancient, native,
perfonal, effential, relative, and mediatorial glories,
2s 1s not fo fully to be found in all his writings elfe-
where.  You have the bridegroom of his church
fhining forth in all the glory and excellency of his
godlike Majefty. And why does the apoftle fet him
forth? What was his defign in fo doing? His intent
was, heveby to draw the hearts of faints after him,
that they might cleave to him as their well-beloved.
By prefenting their heavenly hufband thus unto them,
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he aims to win their fouls, that they, beholding Jefus,
might be engaged with him, and be led to admiring
and adoring thoughts concerning his beauty and glo-
rious excelleney, fo as to cry out with rapture, How
great s bis goodnefs, and how great is bis beauty! Having
drawn a portrait of the God-man, Chrift Jefus, he
proceeds to {peak and give an account of the ever-
lafting gofpel of his grace, in which he fhines forth
in his meridian glory, which he ftyles zbe myfery:
and is fuch for the profundity of it. It contains
viches, rviches of glory, yea, the unfearchable yiches
of Chriff. What a treafure! Chrift is the glory of
this myftery. And this Chrift, faith Paul, is iz you ;
and this Chriff in you is the bope of glry.  Chrift
is the myftery of the gofpel. Grace is the myftery
of Chrift, which he moft divinely difplays as he rides
forth in the chariot of his gofpel, from conquering
unto conquer. In the miniftry of it, God is pleafed
to grve the light of the kuowledge of his glory, in the
face of Fefus Chrifty 2 Cor. iv. 6. If you afk, how
are fouls thus moft divinely illuminated? I reply,
by fupernatural creation. So the apoftle {ays, in
the forecited text, God who commanded the light to fhine
out of darknefs, hath fbined in owr bearts, 1o give the
light of the knowledge of 1he glovy of God, in the face (or,
perfon) of Fefus Chrifi.  In Jelusall the glories of the
Godhead thine forth. In him are bid (or, contained)
all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge. In him dwel-
leth all the fulnefs of the Godiead bodily, i. e. perfonally.
In him his church and people are complete. He
hath made peace for them by the blood of his crofs.
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His Father, for his fake, hath freely forgiven them
all trefpafles. He hath fpoiled principalities and
powers, having made a fhew of them openly, tii-
umphing over them on bis crofs. ©On this Jefus,
who is God effentially, God the Son; perfonally,
and, as Immanuel, God-man, the smage of the invi-
JSible God, the Creator and Lord of every creature,
the apoftle would fix the eye of their minds. Having
fet forth his work and refurrettion, he would have
them look on themlelves as reconciled by his death ;
and as prefented by him, boly and unblamable, and
irreprovable in  bis fight.  They being quickened
together with Chrift, which was manifefted in their
fpiritual regeneration and tranflation into the kingdom
of God’s dear Son, he would have them fet their
affeftions on things above. If ye then be rijen with
Chrifl, feck thofe things which are above, wheve Chrif}
Sitteth on the right band of God. Set your affeition on
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead,
and your life is bid with Chriff in God. Chrift is the
believer’s treafure—his portion—nhis all ; he is above,
in the higheft heaven, and the believer’s eye is fixed
on him: his heart 1s with him; his affeclions are
drawn out after, and they centre and terminate on
bim. We muft know Chrifl, or we cannot fet our
affettions on Chrift. We muft have a fpiritual per-
ception of thofe things which are above, or our fouls
cannot afpire after them, nor feek dan enjoyment
thereof in {piritual communion with God. So that
the duty exhorted to is {piritual and evangelical,
The apoftle adds, Mortify thercfore your members which
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are upon the earth; which confifts in putting off the
~ old man with his deeds. He calls on them to exer-
cife themfelves in putting on the new man, by prac-
tifing various graces; and concludes his period with
faying, Chrif} is all, and in all. In my preaching on
thefe words, I will aim to fet before you what I have
to deliver, under the three following heads :

Firft, by thewing, that Chrif is all in falvation work.

Secondly, that Chrif? 75 all, in our experience and
enjoyment, fo far as we know him, and believe on

him, and live and walk, by the faith of the Son of
God.

Thirdly, that Chriff is all in the article of death;
and will be a// to his people in a ftate of glory.

To begin with my firft particular, in which I am
to thew that Chrif is all in falvation work. The
word Chriff fignifies anointed. It is a name and title
given to our Jefus by the Holy Ghoft. It points
out who, and what our Immanuel is. He, as the
fecond perfon in the Godhead, was, by his Father’s
will and defignation, fet up in the council and cove-
nant of the Eternal Three, to be God-man. He was
anointed by the Holy Ghoft as God-man, the head
and faviour of his myftic body the church, and
derived the name Chrifl, or amvinted, from the Holy
Spirit, who filled him as Mediator with all thofe gifts
and graces, which would qualify him to be a fountain
of overflowing grace unto us. He received the Spirit
without meafure, and his fulnefs is our fupply. And
of bis fulnef/s (faith the apoftle) have all we received.
It is out of Chrift’s fulnefs that we reccive our whole

Ff
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Slvation on earth; and it is out of his fulnefs that
faints receive all their glory and bleflednefs in heaven.
Chridt, as God man, is Jeruovau’s all; the objett
of the inetfable love and delight of Father, Son, and
Holy Gholt; the beginning of God's works of old.
Jeuovau had never deigned to go forth into crea-
tion atls, had not the fecond perfon 1n the incompre-
henfible eflence condelcended to engage to allume
human nature : fo that Chrift, confidered as God-man,
is the firf} born of every creature, the foundation of
crcationy as he is of grace.  In him, as God-man, the
perfons of the eletl were chofen before the foundation
of the world. So faith Paul, Blefled te the God and
Faitber of our Lord Fejuus Chitfly wwho bath Ulefled us with
all fpivitual bleliings iin beaveily places in Chyifl : according
as be bath chofen us in bim, before the foundation of the
world, Eph. 1. 3, 4. So that it may well be faid,
Chrift is all. For if we mount fo hish as God the
Father's att of cletlion, it was 7z Chrgl. He, as
God-man, was the objefl of it.  He was cholen to be
Jenovan’s fellow, whole name is the Lord of Hofls,
the brightaefs of the Father's glovy, and the exprefs image
of bis perfon : in whom all the perfons of the Godhead
were to be manifefted, and all the glory of Godhead
fhine forth to the uttermolt capacity of eleét creatures,
and the greateft dilplay of Jrmovan’s manifeltative
glory. To behold this fhining in the perfon of Jefus
Chrift, is the effence of the faints’ felicity in heaven.
Hence our Lord faiihy Father, I will that they whom
thow baft given wmey, be with me where I am; that they
may bebold my ghry, John xvil. 24. There are two
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words in God’s book containing infinite {weetnefs,
and which are of vaft concern to us.  The one is, the
word grace, the other, {alvation. The firlt thews us
the caufe from whence all bleflings flow; the latter,
declares how this is openly fhewn, made known and
difcovered to us in our fallen, guilty, finful ftate and
cafe. We firlt read the word grace, in the 6th chap-
ter of Genelis, ver. 8. Noab found grace in the eyes
of the Lord. 'This word fignifies free favour. This is
manifefted in ele€ion. It is out of God’s own heart
he loves his pecple. It is becaule he loved them
that he chofe them in Chrift. The reafon why he
continugs to love them with an everlalling love, is,
becaufe it 1s the good pleafure of his will. None,
no creature, not a faint on earth, nor in heaven, hath
whereof to glory i his prefence. All is of grace.
Of bimy and through bim, and io bim, are all things : o
whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen. God’s love
to the perfon of his people is fixed on them in Chrift.
He loveth them as he doth him. And Chri? 7s all,
as their eletlion i1s in him. Their blcflings and blef-
fednefs are all in him. Their perfoi:s are accepted in
him. Their everlafting life is in him: and their true
knowledge of him is life everlalting. The word fal-
vation is truly fweet. It contains the name of our
Chrift, and his incommunicable work. When the
prophet Ifaiah proclaims him, it is with this title,
Bebold, thy falvation cometh, Ifa lxii. 11. So faith
the angel, Thou fbalt call bis name JEUS: for be
Shall fave bis people from theiv fins, Mat. 1. 21. And
our Lord makes bhimfelf known, as well deferving
Ffa
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the title, and as being almighty to fave, when he
faith, Look unio me, and be ye faved: or, look unto
me and ye are faved. Our Chriflt wore the crown as
the head of his body the church, in eleflion: net as
the caufe of ele@ion, but as the bead of the whole
eleClion of grace. He was laid, by the Father, as
the foundation of his church. Under the foreviews
of the fall, he undertook, at his Father’s call, to be
the Saviour of his people; to carry his engagements
into execution : and for us men, and for our {alva-
tion, he came down from heaven. By his myfterious
incarnation, he became bone of our bone, and flefh
of our fleth. e kusw, faith Paul, the grace of our
Lord Fefus Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for your
Jakes be became poory that ye through bis poverly might be
rich. In {alvation work, Chrift is all. To make this
clear, I afk, what is {alvation? In what does it con-
fit? In reply, I anfwer in the words of Scripture,
Salvation is of the Lovd. It is the greateft of all
bleflings which the Lord can poflibly beftow on his
people, confidered as they are by the fall, finners
and ungodly. It proceeds from, and is the fruit of
that everlafting covenant which obtained between the
Eternal Three before all time : by which their ever-
lafting love to the clect is expreffed in allts of ever-
lafting mercy, which fhines forth and is manifefted to
them, through the redemption which is in Chrift Fefus,
Salvation implies deliverance.  God’s falvation of his
people is a deliverance from fin, the greateft of all
evils, and from daianation, the greateft of all mife-
ties, Jt confifts in removing from us all fin, and in
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delivering us from the curfe of the law, which is the
~ true and proper expreffion of the moft juft and righ-
teous difplacency of God againft 1t. To undertake to
be the author of this great falvation, and to complete
it, was the greateft act that our moft adorable Lord
and Saviour ever engaged in, as mediator of reconci-
liation. To accomplifh it, he, who was the eflential
and only begotten Son of God, became incarnate.
He wrought it out by his incarnation, and in his
incarnate {tate, as the furety and reprefentative of his
people, by his obedience to the law for them, when
he magnified it and made it everlaftingly honourable :
by which he brought in an everlafting righteoufnefs;
which puts down, exceeds, and will do to eternity,
all the righteoufnefs of thofe bright and morning
ftars, the angels of God’s prefence. This is the robe
in which God’s people fhine, and in which they will
for ever outfhine all the angels in glory : in which
they appear before the God and Father of our Lord
Jelus Chrift, righteous even as Chrij} is righteous. Our
Lord completed falvation work in bearing all the fins
of his people in his own body on the tree; and in
fuftaining the whole punifhment, wrath, and curfe
due unto them. He purged away the guilt and filth
of fin, by his moft precious blood-thedding. He
hath put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. He
proclaimed on the crofs his conquefts, viétories, and
triumphs, faying, J# s fiuifbed. So that I may well
afk you who believe on him, #hat think ye of Cirrifi 2
Is he not a/l in falvation work? Is not the whole
glory of it due to him? Becaufe it was his work
Ffg
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alone, to biing in everlafting righteoufnels by his
obedience unto death; and in which, by virte of its
imputation unto his beloved ones, they are made ile
righteoufuefs of God in bim. QOur Jefus 1s'all in falva-
tion work. He was made fin, and he hath finithed the
tranfgreflion, and made an end of fins. He loved us,
and wafbed us from our fins in his own blood.  Jelus
wears, and will for ever wear the crown of crowns,
as the fcif-exiltent Saviour: it being his incommuni-
cable royalty, to {ave his people by himfelf alone,
and in himfelf with an everlafling falvation. Shall I
afk, 1n what way do finners receive and partake of its
benefits ? 1 anfwer, by believing. Chrift, his {alvation,
with all the benefits of it, are {et before us 1in the
everlafting gofpel. Chrilt is therein declared to be
God’s falvation to the ends of the earth. The office
of the minifter of Chrift 1s to fet it forth freely and
fully, with all its graces, and with all its bleflings:
the preaching of it, is the ordinance of the Moft
High God ; by which he beftows his Holy Spirit, and
theds him richly on the heirs of glory. He is {ent
by the Father, in the name of Jefus, as the fruit of his
interceflion, to quicken the elett when dead in trel-
pafles and fins; to open the eyes of the blind; to
bring fuch as are in darknefs and in the fhadow of
death, into the light and true knowledge of God,
fetting before them Jefus in the written word, ena-
bling them to believe on him by faith in the word,
which is the revelation of him, giving them to receive
Chrift by the word into their hearts, as all their falva-
tion, and all their defire. Believers, is not Chrift
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your all? Is not his obedience your everlafling righ-
teoufnels before the throne? Is not his precious and
everlaftingly efficactous blood-fhedding your endlefs
purity 2 Are you not refting on the one offering of
Jefus, for your difcharge from all your fin, before the
Lord, and that for ever? O how precious 1s Jefus,
as all your falvation ! Sirs, our Jefus is almighty to
fave. He s all-fuflicient to blefs. Let me therelore
addrels you, who, at prefent, may not have clofed
with Chrift. Bleffings on the Lamb of God, his grace
and {alvation every way fuits wretched finful men. He
came from heaven on purpole to fave juft fuch per-
fons as ycu are.  He faith even to you, Lok unto e,
and be ye javed. When a poor guilty creature hears
the voice of Chrift in the word, looks off bimfelf
and locks to Jefus, be hath falvation.  Looking unto
Jefus is manifeftative felvation.  To behold the Lamb
is life everlafting. The heart of Chrift is all love.
His bowels are full of mercy. He hath in our niture,
in our worid, fhone forth all 1n flames of love. You
cannot gainfay, nor doubt the truth of this, if you
believe what 1s recorded of 1t in the blefied word.
Confider Jefus in the days of his fiefh. View him
in the difplays of his mercy, in the exercife of his
compalfion. No finner ever came to him for pardon,
but he moft {reely beftowed it ; none ever cried out,
Thouw Son of David, bave mercy cu me, that Jelus re-
jetted. Sav, then, O poor finner, whoever thou
art, whom the Lord the Spirit may have been pleafed
to make willing to be faved by Chrift alone, what is
there to difcourage thee, and keep thee one moment
Fi4
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from the precious Jefus? He hath faved fuch whofe
fin, corruptions, feelings, and frames, were juft like
thine. His arms are open to embrace thee. His
righieoufnefs was wrought out for juft fuch as thou
art. His bowels overflow with pity and compaffion.
His blood was fhed to be the atonement for fin.
In the garden, he, by hijs bloody fweat, opened the
fountain which cleanfeth from all fin. View him in
his foul travail, fhining forth in the uttermoft difplay
of his mercy. His {trong crying and tears, his agony
and blood-(hedding, his wounded body, his crowned
head, the blood which flowed from it, his pierced
hands and feet, his treading the wine-prels of divine
wrath till blood came from every pore, loudly ex-
prefs his wonderful love. O that God the Spirit may
fix thine eye and heart on Jefus! He faith, Fim that
cometh unto mey, I will in no wife caff out. It was
uttered for thy encouragement. His word is a fuffi-
cient ground and warrant for thy believing on him.
O! be not faithlefs then, but believing. Thy whole
cale is provided for; and Chrift is moft freely and
fully fet before thee in thefe words, which were pro-
nounced by one of the moft excellent preachers the
church of Chrift was ever favoured with, who faid,
This is a faithful faving, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Chrift Jefus came ints the woild lo jave finners.
Which he had no {ooner uttered, but, as determined
not to be outdone by any of the faved of the Lord
in earth or heaven, in fetting the crown of falvation
on the head of Jefus, he feals this truth with his own
teftimony concerping it, faying, Of whom 1 am chief.
If thou, O man, believeft this truth with thine heart,
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and by it trufteth on the work of Jefus for the
whole of thy f{alvation before the Lord, thou canft
not perifh : thou haft everlafting life. So faith our
Jefus himfelf, Perily, wverily I Jzy unto you, He that
beiieveth on me, bath everlafling life, John vi. 47. The
obedicnce and death of Jefus are the whole of thy
falvatjon. His Father is thy Father —his God is thy
God. And finners are reconciled unto God, by the
death of his Son; yea, and that while we were ene-
mies unto him by wicked works,  When we were yet
without flvengih, in due tome Chrifl died for the ungodly,
The Fathe’s record and teftimony of Jefus are fet
before thee in the word. There thou mayeft read,
God fo loved the world, that be gave hbis only begotien
Son. In it thou mayeft clearly underftand, that the
righteoufnefs of Chrilt delivereth from eternal death ;
that the blood of Fefus Chrift cleanfeth frou all fin ; that
be that bath the Sony bath life. Wholoever he be, that
knoweth Chrift from the word, and by the teaching
of the Holy Spirit, bath life : {o {aith John the apollle,
chap. i. 5, 11, 12. It is heaven upon earth to know
Jefus. It is paradife reflored; yea, it is paradife
enjoyed, to know the love of Chrift, which pafleth
knowledge. Jefus cannot more difplay his love in
heaven, no, not to eternity ; nor fhine forth in giving
evidence of it more glorioufly than he hath already
done, in the garden and on the crofs. Bleflings,
everlafting bleflings crown his head in glory. He
came down from his Father’s bofom, took our nature
into union with his divine perfon, that thereby he
might, in our world, make known his love in an
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ineflable manner, and to an infinite degree. The
God-man, Chrift Jefus, lived in our world iu onr
nature. He converfed with {inful men. Vhen he
fweat his bloody {weat, his heart was enlarced towards
us. Though he bore the fin and fhawe, guilt and
filth of his people, and felt and {uftabied the pain
and curfe due to their tranfyreflions, yet be fainted
not, neither was weary of proving his love to be
fironger than death. When he was in an agony, and
his fweat was as it were great drops of blood, his
heart was full of everlafting love. is foul forrows,
his mangled body, his pierced head, hands and fect,
every drop of blood he fhed, gave full evidence of
his love. His foul travail and {ufferings are pathetic,
It is a folemn and truly affetting {ubjett ; but Lis love
exceeds his bitter pallion, as the caufe cver muft the
effett. He looked on his very murderers, and prayed
on their behalf, even while they were nailing him to
the tree. Tather, forgive them, for they know not what
they do.  He looked on the thicf, though (to ufe Mr,
Romaine’s words) he had curfed him to his face,
and overcame his heart by the omnipotent {weetnels
and freenefs of his grace.  His heart and bowels are
this moment the fame. O that he may look on you,
and fend the Holy Ghoft to lead you to behold this
great fight, God incarnate ! made by Jenovau the
Father, fin and a curfe for us! May the Eternal
Spirit lead you, by the word, to look into the heart
of Jefus. Liften to the founding of his bowels. He
faith, I will furely have mercy on thee. Behold him
fhining forth in his whole life,—in the garden, with
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all his garments rolled in blood,~—and on the crofs,
in all the majefly, ftrength, and fplendour of his me-
diatorial love. May the refletlion of it, on you and
me, warm all our hearts; that we may one and all
cry ouat, Behold, how he loved us! And, beloved,
as there is nothing in Chrifty in bis work, word,
flice, promife, and gofpel, which in the leaft makes
again{t any individual prefent, may the Lord the
Holy Ghoft be gracioully plealed to realize the
fubjett, and give each, if it pleale him, {uch a fpiri-
tual underftanding of the truths delivered, as may
lead to a prefent and immediate clofure with Jefus:
that you may each individually break forth, faying,
Bebola, God is wy falvation: I will trufl, and not be
afraid ; for the LORD Jewnovau 7s my flrength and my
Jongy be alfs is become my falvation. In fo doing, you
will fet a frefh crown on his head ; and to his ever-
lafting glory you will fay, in falvation work, Chrif?is
all.  This brings me to my

Second head and particular, to thew that Chyif? is
all in our expcrience and enjoyment, fo far as we
truly know him, belicve, live and walk by the faith of
the Son of God. All true genuine experience muft
moft certainly confift in knowing ourfelves to be,
what the Holy Ghoft defcribes us in his written word ;
and in our having fuch an inward knowledge, fenfe,
and feeling of it, as prove to us our need of Jefus.
It contains alfo {fuch a knowledge of Chrift, as fuits
our cafe, and gives us to perccive that he is moft
divinely qualified for every wound, malady, and want,
which fin hath brought upon, and introduced within

o
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us. It is light makes the darknefs manifeft, Our
Jelus faith, 1 am the light of the world: (i. e. of the
fpiritual world). He that followeth me, fball not walk in
darknefs, but fball bave the light of life.  Jefus is the
light of life. He gives fpiritual light, and then we
fee what fpiritual life confifts in. Then this Scrip-
ture fhines on us with fome degree of clearnefls and
perfpicuity, where our Lord, in his addrefs to his
Divine Father, fays, This is life eternal, 1hat they might
know thee the only true Gody and ¥efus Chrift whom thou
baf fent, John xvii. 3. Our fpiritual and {uperna-
tural life is in Chrift. He is the head, and the whole
life of grace and glory is in him. He is the fountain
of it. I am the refurvedlion and ihe life, faith Jelus.
Your life, believers, is bid with Chriff in God. So
that Chrift is all.  Our fpiritual and eternal life being
in him; it comes from him, it is all contained in
him; and it is alfo maintained in us by him. Our
fpiritual hfe confifts in Chrift’s dwelling in us—in
our knowing him, and the power of his refurrec-
tion. It is manifefled in our believing on him,
He ihat bath the Som, hath life: and be that kath
wot the Son of Ged, hath not life, 1 John v. 12. And
thofe who know Chrift favingly, know the Father
alfo; and in their believing on Jefus, believe on his
Father, as their Father in him. The believer is a
men in Chrifi. He hath life in Chrift—receives his
new birth from the Spirit—is created anew in Chrift
Jefus—hath a fupernatural being and tranfplantation
into him—Ilives in him and on him, and can fay,
I live &y the faith of the Son of God. 'This is expe-
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rience, fuch as is true and evangelical : all other is
worth nothing. In this experience Chriff is all. Every
att of fpiritual life is excited and drawn forth by the
Holy Spirit, and exercifed on Jelus, the objeét and
fountain of it. This life is communicated to us in
regeneration, continued by Chrift’s indwelling in us,
manifefted in [piritual atts which lie in our com-
munion with God the Father, and Jefus Chrift his
Son, through the influence and grace of the Holy
Spirit: in which communion Chrif is all, as all the
love of the Father and comforts of the Holy Ghoft,
flow into our fouls from the fulnefs of Jefus, and in
the exercife of faith on him. The knowledge of
Chrift 1s the foundation of our enjoyment of Chrift,
His love is our heaven: his falvation is our glory
and joy: his prefence is in our efteem better than
life : his holding communion with us, and admitting
us to hold communion with him, is efteemed by us
the choiceft expreflion of his love this fide heaven,
So that Chrifl is all. We prize him as the heaven of
heavens to us. His name yields us a rich perfume.
His love excceds all our exprelflion—goes beyond
our utmoft conception: it far exceeds the enjoyment
we can ever be favoured with of it either on earth or
in heaven. We efteem Chrift as our all in time, and
he will be our all in eternity. In the knowledge of
Chrilt, confifts the life of faith; becaufe when we
know him, we truil in him, and feek to make his
praife glorious. 90 me to live is Chriffi, was Paul’s
motto, and it is alfo every believer’s, To live Chrift
is the believer’s life. He lives over in his own
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thoughts, and his mind is {weetly engaged in ipiri-
tual contemplations on the love of Chrift; and vy it
he finds his foul quickened, and his heart waimed.
He lives over by {piritual meditations, the righteou(-
nefs of Jefus, which leads him to view himfclf in
Chrift, fhining with lufire and majefty before the
Father, altogether unutterable. The believer lives
on Chrift, according to the views he hath of his own
fin and mifery, which the Holy Ghoft fanttifies to
him, to the intent he may die to felf, as well as to
fin. Many of God’s children are dead to {in, to the
pleafures which it propofes to their fenfes, who are
not dead to themiclves, to old Adam’s life and na-
tural principles of religion. It 1s an important truth,
which can be learned only from the Holy Spirit’s
teaching, that none can be alive to Chrift who are
not dead to themlelves. We muft renounce all our
life and dependence on the firft Adam, and come and
take up our {tanding in Chrift, the {econd Adam, or
we cannot live wholly out of ourfelves on Jefus for
all our f{piritual and {upernatural quickening. O,
how contrary 1s this to us! It is death to nature,
to hear or think of it. I {peak it, not by way of
difrefpett ;—but how apt are many of you, though
the people of God, to be taken with yourfelves, and
your own righteous performances, and to compli-
ment yourfelves accordingly, faying, O what a feafon
of cnlargement ! How freely I prayed! How greatly
was I affetled! I was never fo happy before! When
on examination you would eafily fee that it 1s not any
fpiritual views of Jefus, or real communion with him
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you have been favoured with; but that the warmth o_f
your ewn affe€lions, your own freedom and enlarge-
nicnt, are what hath thus pleafed you and carried you
away, to fome {‘if-admiring thoughts on God's gifts
beflowed on you, and on your abilities being drawn
forth, and difcovered in the exercife of them. 1
mention this by way of caution, and to improve our
fubjeft.  We many times pray beft when we fpeak
fealt.  When the foul, as we phrafe it, 1s fhut up,
and left to feel its own deadnels and inability to pray,
it is then the believer pours out his heart before the
Lo:d, with groanings which cannot be uttered. None
can be truly alive to Chrift, but fuch as are perfeélly
dead to themfelves, and to their own afls. This is
the'highe[{ attainment in the {chool of Chrift, to be
alive to him, and to live on him. There are two
things which give a man to feel his want of Chrifl,
and ferve to fit bim for iving on Chrilt. The one
is, a true fight of fin, and the other is of {eif, in the
light of the word, and by the teachings of the Holy
Spirit. Sin is, in its own nature, exceeding finful.
Sclf 1s a monfler in religion. A view cf f{in, in the
light of God’s word and {pirit, kills a man for ever to
all hope of deliverance from it, but in Chrift, and by
him alone. Self, di{covered, with the myftery of ini-
quity which is in it, brings the perfon to renounce all
hope in himfelf for ever. To fuch an one the Holy
Ghoft revealing Jefus Chrift, his blood and righte-
oufnefls, this quickens the foul up into the exercife
of faith and hope in God. Are not fome prefent the
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Lord’s witnefles? Many of you are old in years, and
alfo in profeflion. You, who are on the Lord’s fide,
what fay you? Are you not fully difpofed to give ina
true and faithful witnels for God ? How 1s it with
you? How do you find it to be with you, as it refpe&s
your inward experience of fin’s exceeding finfulnefs ?
Are you not ready to fay, our fallen nature is the
fountain of all corruption? It may be compared to
a burning fiery furnace; always emitting, with an
inconcelvable velocity, whether we perceive it or not,
fin, under one form or other. Indeed, friends, be it
as it may, as to your real experience of it, it is all
this in reality, fo as to exceed all firetch of thought,
Then, what can {upport for a fingle moment the mind
from finking into everlafting defpair, but looking unto
Fefus? So that, beloved, the real knowledge you
have of yourfelves, makes way for your getting out
of felf into Chrift. For who can need Chrift more
than yourfelves? Whom can Jefus get his glory from,
by faving freely and fully by his grace, more than from
you? Sin is felt, that you may go to Jefus continually
with it. The wound is again opened to your view,
that ycu may remember, that by Chrift’s {iripes ye are
healed. We are apt to think it firange, that we fhould
fecl our hearts at {ealons {o dead, and awfully alienated
from God. This {hews how forgetful we are of the
work and office of the Holy Spirit in our fouls, who
convinces us continually of {in, and makes us inwardly
acquainted with i, in the whole of its effefts on our
fouls, to the ntent that we may make ufe of Chrift
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as the remedy for every part of our {piritual difeafe.
We think we cannot grow in grace, and thrive in
fpirituals, except we are full of comfort and enjoy-
ment ; but this is altogether our miftake. It isthe great
work of the Holy Spiiit to humble us, which he does
by fhewing us our nothingnefs, and to exalt Chrift
in us, by taking of the things which are his, and fhew-
ing them to us. He acquaints us with our mifery,
that he may fhew us Chrift’s mercy ; our finfulnefs,
that he may preach to us the everlafting virtue of
Immanuel’s moft precious blood-thedding ; our wants,
and Chrit’s fulnefs; our inward hell, that we may
the more earneftly long for Chrift’s promifed heaven.
By thele divine teachings and leffons of mftrultion
which the Holy Spirit beftows on his difciples, they
are brought to live and walk by faith, which life is
not made up of graces, duties, and comforts, but
in centering wholly in Chrift, living entircly on his
perfon, love, work, and fulnefls; walking in him,
by the fame faith with which we received him ; which,
as far as we doy all goes well with us, and Chrift is to
us in every part of our life, walk, warfare, and vi€lo-
ries, All—our a/l.  This brings me to my

Third particular, to fhew that Chrif is all in the
article of death, and will be 2/ to his people in a ftate
of glory. As Chrift is light in the believer’s under-
ftanding, life in his heart, peace in his confcience, and
the chief and {upreme objeft of his affettions, {o he
is all 1in life, and will be 4/ in death; and, in the Rate
of glory, he will be his people’s everlafting /. Some
of you before me are growing old, you cannot be

Cg
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here long. I congratulate you, my friends, thet it is
Saturday night with us. A very little while, and he
that fhall come, will come. and will not tarry.  He
will undrefs us of our mortal part; and we, being
abfent from the body, fhall be prefent with the Lord,
This is a glorious profpeél: 1t 1s [ull of immortality,
Believers, there is but a flep between you and death :
and there is but a {tep between you ana eternal glory.
I would advile you to be preparing yourfelves for
death, by mixing faith with thefe words of our Lord,
written for our confolation againft the fears of death:
Bleffed are the dead which die in the Livrd.  You cannot
fully believe thefe words, and be fubjet to guilty
and flavifh fears concerning death und dying.  You
will die in the beft time for you to die in. The place,
and every circumftance which belongs to ity are all
divizely appointed. [ know (lays Job) tbas thou wilt
Ering me 1o death. He will make us meet as {riends,
fupport us when the itroke is given, make us truly
blefled in our expiring moments, be our guide even
to it, over, and beyond 1t for ever. In dying, Chrift
;s all to the believer. He dies mn him—ileeps in
Jelus—falls aflcep in his bedy, and in the very arms
of Jefus enters heaven, He beholds Jefus face to
face, and f{inds him to be the fountan of everlalting
glory. Laft year I preached a funeral fermon at
Bethefda; and not knowing I might ever {ee that
people more, 1 told them, it being a matter of
importance, to remember that cvery part of their
falvation was without them, in the perfon and work
of Chrift: I now repeat the :ame to you, Deloved,
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Chrift is the whole of your falvation—he 75 al/; and
it is by ftudying him, and in the exercife of faith
on every part of his work, we inwardly receive and
enjoy the benefits of it. Would you triumph over
death? Look at Chrift, and at him only. Confider
how completely he hath put away fin, and brought in
everlalting righteouflbels.  Remember, he hath con-
quered decath, and him that had the power of death.
Live on his vittories over death; then you may live
as though death had already done its office, becaufe
the fling is taken out of it, and Chrift hath abolithed
it.  Jefus will be with thee, O believer, when all the
fprings of nature ceafe within thee, and will {wallow
up thy death in life everlafting. It may be thou
mayeft have no ftruggle in death. It pleafes our
Lord at times to take his people to himfelf {o {ud-
denly, that they are attually out of the body, without,
as it were, feeling the flroke of diffolution. Some
are gone by fudden death, in a moment, in the twink-
ling of an eye; which fhews what our Jefus can do.
When and where this is not the cafe, he is with his
dying faints, fupports them frequently in a wonderful
manner, often lets down fuch rays of his own glory
and fhines fo immecdiately on them, that they find
themlfelves in their dying moments in the very
fuburbs of glory. Lift up your heads, then, ye ran-
fomed of the Lord, who wil foon be encircled in
the icy arms of death ; for your complete deliverance
from all fin and forrow draweth nigh. Chriff 75 alf
in death: and he will be a4/ in glory., You and I
Gga
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{hall have no other being in hecaven, but what we have
in Jefus. We fhall live in Jefus, fpend an eternity
in beholding him, lofe our hiule mite of creature
being, and be everlaltingly filied with all the fulnefs of
God. Not a faint in glory lives a fingle moment
to himfelf; not an eye in glory, but 1s fixed on the
worthy Lamb. May the Holy Gholt give us fuch a
foretalte of heaven, glory, and 1mmortality, as may
caufe us to long to be for ever with the Lord. Even
fo, Lord Jefus. Amen.



