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SERMON XX.

AN INCITEMENT TO TRUST IN THE
Livineg Gob.

1 Tivmoruy, Chap. vi. Ver. 17.

The Bving God, who grveth us richly all things te enjay.

HIS epiltle was written with a peculiar view,

and 1s of a peculiar contexture. It was indited
from the Holy Spirit, written by the apoflle Paul,
when a prifoner for Chrift at Rome, and direfled to
Timothy, his dearly beloved fon in the faith, who
was an evangeliff, an extraordinary officer in the
church of God in the apoftolic day and age. The
particular defign of the Holy Spiritin it, is to give from
Paul, as his amanuenfis, diretions how Timothy fhould
behave himfelf in the houfe of God, which he ftyles ke
church of the lrving God, the pillar and ground of the trutbh.
He enumerates a moft glorious fet of golpel truths and
principles, faying, And without controverfy, great is the
myflery of godlinefs : God was manifefi in the fle/b, juffified
in the Spirity feen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
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belicved on in the world, received up into glory. A par-
ticular mention is made, and a perfc€t account given
of the offices and officers which Chrift appointed
in his houfe, the church, and the particular graces
and qualifications of each and every officer in it.
In the firlt chapter, the apoftle celebrates the praife
of God for the high honour he had conferred on him,
by patting him into, and calling him to exercife the
office of apoftlefhip; and thanks the Lord for this
grace, almoft as much as for his own falvation. In
the chapter from whence my text 1is taken, he
exhorts to the exercife, praftice, and difcharge of
fundry duties, all which are enforced from motives
truly fpiritual, experimental, and evangelical. He
exhorts to contentment, and argues for it, from the
gain of it along with godlinefs, and from the confide-
ration of what men are when they come into the world,
and what they will be when they go out of it. He
fpeaks of the love of money, or the fin of covetoul-
nefs, as the root of all evil, an enemy to true religion
and godlinefs, and the caufe of ruin and deftru@ion.
He would have Timothy avoid every thing of this kind,
to fight the good fight of faith, and gives him a folemn
charge before God and Chrift, that he would obferve
what had been commanded bim, in the molt impartial
and perfc€t manner, until the appearing of Chrift.
He would that Timothy fhould charge the rich mem-
bers of the church not to be elated with their riches,
nor truft in them, fince they are uncertain things; but
in God, from whom they have reccived fuch a plen-
tiful meafure of them. Charge them that are rich in
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this world, who have health, wealth, and abundance
of temporal good, that they be not bigh minded; which
is too generally the cafe with fuch, they valuing and
thinking too highly of themf{elves on account of their
temporalities, {uppofing their knowledge, wifldom, and
judgments more excellent than thofe of others:
whereas this 1s not always the cale. Nor truff in uncer-
tain viches; not in them becaufe of their uncertainty,
for they fometimes fly away from fuch as have largely
fhared in the pofleflion of them : but he would they
fhould trult 7» the living God, who giveth us rvichly all
things to enjoy. Thefe words are delivered to the evan-
gelift, to be applied to fuch of God’s people as have
much of this world’s good, to the end they might ceafe
from dependence upon it, lay it out to the beft of pur-
pofes for the intereft of Chrift, to relieve his poor,
maintain his minifters, and {erve them with it in their
day and generation. I have at this time no concern
but with the words which I have read for my text—
The living Gody who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.
They are a glorious encouragement to faith, every
word in them ferving to increafe and firengthen it.
He, in whom we are to truft, is God, The living God,
the giver of all good, who giveth us all things; yea,
be giveth us vichly all things to enjoy. 1 will, with a
view and defign to edify and profit, divide my text
thus :

Firlt, confider this title and epithet, The lving
God.

Secondly, I will exhibit him to your view, as the
author, giver, and beftower of all things.
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Thirdly, will thew that be giveth us richly, or abun-
dantly, a/l things. And,
Laftly, that be giveth us richly all things to enjoy.

1 am firft to conlider this title and epithet, The
Yving God, which may be, and is moft jultly applied
to God eflentially, and alfo to God as perfonally con-
fidered. Jemovasn, as the eflential and incomprehen-
fible fountain of life, being, and exiftence, hath this.
title given him by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. x.
ver. 10, The Lord is the true God, be is the living God,
and an everlafling King. 'Thus David, in the 18th
Plalm, The Lord liveth, and bieffed 2e wmy rock. The
word JeHovaH, which we tranflate Lord, is expref-
five of the incommunicable nature of the Godhead,
which exifts by a neceflity of nature, independent of
all beings and things, Jenovsm being the fountain of
exiftence to all worlds, creatures, and things: Fle /s
befove all things, and by bim all things confiff.  Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou badff formed
the earth and the world : even from everlafling to everlaft«
ingy thew art God, fays Moles in the goth Plalm.
God liveth in himfelf, and of himfelf, a life of infinite
bleffednefs, of eflential holinefs, abfolute and fupreme
fovereignty over all things, vifible and invifible. He
ever liveth. 1 [ift up my band to beaven, and fay, I live
for ever. And it is in him we lfvey and smove, and bave onr
being.  As each of the divine perfons in the incompre-
herfible Godhead, i1s God and Lord, and is {o called
in the infallible word; f{o the title, The lving God,
belongs to each of them, perfonally confidered, as
they coexift by effential union in the one incompre-
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henfible nature or effence. Thus the title, The living
God, is given to Jenovan, the Father. Peter faith
unto Jefus, Thou art Chrifi the Son of the living God,
Matt. xvi. 16. Our Lord Jefus has this title given to
him in the gd chapter of the Hebrews, The living
God. Take beed, brethren, left there be in any of you an
evil beart of unbelicf, in departing from the living God.
By our examination of the context, it will be found
that Chrift is The living God, whom they are exhorted
not to depart from. And the Holy Spirit is ftyled,
The Spirit of the living God, which is equivalent to
calling bim The living God. The title, lving God,
leads us to confider that God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, the one true and Zvmg God, hath life in him-
felf, originally, independently, effentially ; that raifing
creatures out of nothing into a ftate of being and exift-
ence, giving them life, beftowing and imparting good
unto them, are all owing to the good plecafure of
Jewovaw's will.  Thou baft created all things, and for
thy pleafure they are and were created. Creation 1s the
fruit of fovereignty, an att of almighty power; infi-
nite wifdom likewife fhines forth in it, and the good-
nefs of God is manifefted by it. All being is from
God ; all exiftence is in him; he made all things,
and ordained all to their feveral ends: he difpofes of
all for his own glory, and worketh all things after the
counfel of his own will. And as, from everlafting,
he chofe the perfons of his people in Chrift his Son,
{fo he willed their being, and their utmolt well-being;
and formed all his counfels, purpofes, and decrees
concerning them, fo as to do good unto them, and
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beftow nothing but good upon them in time and
eternity. ‘Time, which is the mealure of a creature’s
exiftence in this prefent ftate, is but a flux from the
ocean of eternity; and when ail things are accom-
plithed for which the Lord gave birth to time, it
will again be fwallowed up in the abyfs of eternity.
What we call eternity, is a continued flux of time.
an cternal fucceflion, that muft needs accompany
creatures ; for it is God only that gathers all time
in one moment; and in his vaft being encircles ity
and contrafls all to one centre and moment. When
JEHOVAH ftretched out the heavens, and laid the
foundation of the carth, he had his people and their
good in view. He appointed the time of their conti-
nuance in this prefent flate, the parents from whom
they fhould receive, under him, their natural being,
the places where they fhould be botn, the places of
their abode, and each and every particular which
fhould befall them from their birth, in the whole
courfe of their lives, and every circumftance which
fhould lead on to, and iffue in their death. And,
the counfel of the Lord, that fball fland, and the thought s
of his beart to all generationse My counfel, faith he,
Sfhall fland, and I will do all my pleafure. His eter-
nity, immutability, and omnifcience, as exercifed
and made manifeft to his people in a covenant way,
are {upports to their faith. Lord, thou hafi been our
dwelling-place in all generations, {ays Mofes, the man of
God. Eternity and time, fays one, differ as the fea
and rivers; the fea never changes place, and is always
one water; but the rivers glide along, and arc fwal-
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lowed up in the fea; fo is time in eternity. When
we fay God 1s eternal, we exclude from him all pofli-
bility of beginning and ending, all flux and change ;
as the effence of God cannot be bounded by any
place, {o it is not to be limited by any time : as it is
his immenfity to be every where, fo it is his eternity
to be always. As he doth neceflarily exift, {o he doth
neceffarily always exift. He knows all things by one
intuitive comprehenfion, for his effence contains all
perfetiions in itfelf ; {o his underftanding compre-
hends all things paft, prefent, and future. Hence,
James fays, Known unto God are all bis works from the
beginning of the world. And he, as Creator, is the
fovereign Lord of all things, and hath an unlimited
dominion over all fleth. What he 1s in himfelf, and
of himfelf, as made known in his works, revealed in
his word, exhibited in his covenant, and declared in
his exceeding great and precious promifes, lays a
foundation for our faith and hope in him. Tor the
Eternal Threce, before all worlds, entered into an
everlafting covenant, and are bound by an everlafling
word of promile, pafled in that grand counfel and
treaty, to fave the elett in Chrift with an everlafting
falvation. It is one of God’s high titles, that He
keepeth truth for ever. He will ever be mindful of bis
covenant : he is therefore worthy of our higheft confi-
dence. We may well truft in him, zhe lLving God,
who ever liveth to remember his people with everlaft-
ing kindnefs, to fulfil in them all the good pleafure
of his will, to {fupply them with all neceffary good,
and to be to them a prefent help in every time
Fe
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of trouble. Truft, fays Paul, in the lving God,
for all things: for life, the continuance of it, for
grace to improve it to his glory, 1o employ it in bis
fervice, and end it to his praife. He is the God
of your life, the giver of it, the continuer of it.
Natural, {piritual, and eternal life, are of him, and
from him. Believers taught to know that their {piri-
tual life 1s of God, and who experience the almighty
power and grace of God in continuing, carrying on,
and firengthening them with fpiritual life in their fouls,
may well cry out with David, to the God of their
praife, faying, Which boldeth our foul in life.  Trult in
health, wealth, prefent enjoyments, in felf, friends, or
any creature, is ablolutely forbidden in the word,
The Lord only is to be trufted in, and relied upon.
Trufl ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jenovan
1s evevlafling fivength. e bad the fentence of death in
ourfelves, that we fhould not trufl in ourfelves, tut in God
which rajfeth ibe dead. We are exhorted in the Serip-
ture to truft in the Lord at all times, under all cir-
cumftances, and for every thing: and there is a
variety of promifes {uited to our various cafes, to
encourage us to truft without doubt or wavering.

And this brings me, fecondly, to exhibit the lsving
God to your view, as the author, giver, and befiower
of all good. God is a fountain, yea, he is an ever
full and an ever flowing fountain of goodnels to ail
his creatures. It 1s again and again' aflirmed of him in
the word, that tbe Lord is good. Creation is an ema-
pation of divine goodnefs: all was good at and by
creation. God’s ends, purpeles, and defigns, in form-
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ing the heavens and the earth, the creatures in them
and upon them, the fpecial and peculiar ranks among
which they were clafled, and which they were to fill
up, were all good, And God fuw every thing which be
had made, and bebold, it was very good. There is nothing
evil in the whole creation of God. Ttis finthatis
the only evil, which is not of God, but arifes from
the mutability of the creature. Yet, we may fafely
fay, God’s decree concerning the permiffion of ity
and the continuance of it in the moral world, and his
predeftination to damn fome finners eternally for it,
are holy, juft, and good. The Lord is righteous in all
bis ways, and boly in all his works. The goodnefs of
God is largely manifefted in the covenant of grace,
which is founded upon Chrift, God’s firft ele€t ; the
promifes of which exprefs the love of God’s heart,
the bowels of his mercy, and his never failing com-
paffion to his beloved children. In the 136th Pfalm,
David goes over all the works of God in nature, pro-
vidence, and grace, and afcribes them one by one to
the mercy of God. In it he praifes Jenovan for
that mercy which is over all his works of creation,
providence, and redemption, and which is over his
people to blefs them for ever. The goodnefs of God
is manifefted in every providential event, and in
the myfterious economy hereof ; in giving food to
all fleth, and in fatisfying the defire of every living
thing. Hence the Plalmift fays, The Lord is good to
all : and his tender mevcies ave over all bis works. But,
in ‘an efpecial manner, the peculiar care, goodnefs,
and loving-kindnefs of God, arg difplayed towards
Eez
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his beloved children. To them he is all goodnefs;
and he every moment beftows fome effeéts of it upon
them, though they may overlook, and not perceive
them. The everlafting, ever bleffed, and eternal tri-
nity, prevents belicvers with the bleflings of good-
nefs. The love of God, which i1s the fountain from
whence all good flows, is a love which overflows all
the fins, miferies, wants, and diftrefles of the children
of the Moft High. The {alvation of Jelus contains all
good in it, and is immutably the fame. The Holy
Ghoft, as the {pirit of grace and confolation, ever
remains in, and abides with, the called people of
God; and by his gracious infpiration and divine
influence, he turns our forrows into joy—our croffes
and loffes into real bleflings. God gives himlelf to
his people, and faith unto them, I am the Lord thy God.
He who is God blefled for ever, God felf-fufficient,
and God all-fufficient, communicates himfelf in the
gifts, fruits, and effects of his love, to his adopted
children, whom he makes heirs of himfelf, and joint
heirs with Chrift Jefus; and, as a fountain which can
never be exhaufted, he pours forth his grace, love,
mercy, and goodnels in the utmoft expreflions thereof';
and all the mercies of his nature are exprefled and
manifefted in the falvation of his Son, and by his
covenant of free grace, which is made known in his
written word, exprefled in the declaration of his par-
doning grace, confirmed by his immutable word of
promife, and fealed by his inviolable oath; this
gives us a view of his goodnefs, and by which we fee
that God, even our God, hath blefled, doth, and
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will for ever blefs us. He hath blefled us with all
{piritual bleflings in Chrift, and he makes a plentiful
communication of thefe bleflings to us through the
gracious influences of the Holy Spirit; who leads us
to view the riches of grace, by opening to us the
mines of goodnefs laid up for us in Chrift our head, and
which led the devout Pfalmift to cry out, U bow great
is thy goodnefs which thou baft laid up for them which fear
thee.  God’s blefling his people is a fatherly aét, and
procceds from the good pleafure of his will, and 1s
the fruit of the delight he taketh in, and the affcétion
which he beareth towards them. God’s blefling 1s
exprefled and explained thus : For thou, Lord, wilt ble/s
the righteous, with jfavonr will thou compafs bim as witb
a fbield ; and whatfoever he gives his people, comes
from his hearty good will towards, and good liking
of them. It is the nature of goodnefs to be commu-
nicative ; and God, who is the fountain and author
of all good, delights in communicating his goodnefs to
the elett fons of men. He i1s a fun of perpetual
vigour, to enlighten and enliven the fouls of his
children, and a fountain and {pring of never failing
grace and confolation to them. His gifts are great,
durable, and everlalting, jor the gifis and calling of
God are withont repentance. He gives his people being,
and well-being. Their natural life 1s his gift, pre-
ferved by his power, and decfended by his arm.
Their fpiritual life is from him, as the God of their
mercies. And eternal life in heaven, where they
will fully enjov the utmofl bicliings of communion
with the Eternal Three, 1s all of God alone. As we
Een
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view by faith the goodnefs of God in himfelf effen.
tially, and him as giving and beftowing upon us all
communicable good, we may well cry out, O blefs
our God, ye people, and make the voice of bis praife 1o be
beard. As God is the fountain of all good, {o he is
the giver and beftower of all good : and to fee God
in our mercies, to have a {piritual relith in them,
and to improve them to his praife and glory, is our
bounden duty and fervice. 'Which brings me,
Thirdly, to obferve that he giveth us richly, or
abundantly, all things. This will appear, as we
confider there is nothing we can poflibly want for
foul or body, but the Lord hath provided it for,
and beftowed it upon us. The body, as well as the
foul, is the obje&t and fubje€t of God's everlalling
love: the blood of Chrift was fhed for the redemp-
tion of it; and the whole perfon, foul, and body, is
united to the perfon of our Lord Jefus Chrift; and
the body, as well as the foul, will laft throughout
eternity. It is true, the body is fubjett to difleafe
and liable to death, but it will be raifed from it to
die no more, and be endowed at the refurreftion
morn with fuch qualities as will fit it for the enjoy-
ment of Chrift’s glorious prefence in heaven for ever.
The body is for the Lovd ; and the Lord for tre body,
The bodies therefore of the elet, in a way and man-
ner inconceivable by us at prefent, will be qualified
to take in glory, and receive infinite pleafure and
joy from the glorified bhumanity of our Lord. But
to pals from this to a {ubje€t more near and clear to
our own cale at prefent.  We are ftill in this world,
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and, as believers, are upon our paffage through it to
our heavenly home, the houfe eternal in the heavens.
God hath begun to thew us his glory, and caufed his
goodnefs to pafls before us. As {piritual perfons,
looking on you and addrefling you as the children
of the Moft High, I may call upon you, as the Lord’s
witnefles, to give in your teftimony to the truth before
us. Hath not the Lord given, and doth he not con-
tinue to give us r7ichly, or abundantly, all things? We
are preferved to the prefent moment, are in the enjoy-
ment of health, and moft of us have a liberal {upply
of daily bleffings, both for body and foul ; fo that it
becomes us to fay, W'e will fing unto the Lord, becaufe
be bath dealt bountifully with us. It 1s well to enume-
rate and view over by refleftion, the variety, multi-
tude, and greatnefs of God'’s mercies to our indivi-
dual perfons. There is not a circumitance which
befalls any of the children of God through life, but
for fome reafon or other it is worth recording : for
upon a furvey of God’s dealings with us, and our
carriage towards him, we may, through the divine
teachings of the Spirit, learn much of God’s good-
nefs, and of our own f{in, guilt, and unworthinefs.
The parents from whom we immediately proceeded,
the means and manner of our education, the courfe
of life we followed before converfion, what methods
the Lord uled to renew and bring us to the true and
faving knowledge of himfelf, what went before, and
what followed after we were brought to believe on
the Lord Jefus Chrift for life and falvation, fhould
be recolletted by us to the praife and glory of the
Fey
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Lord’s name, grace, mercy, and faithfulnefs. It is
good to view every difpenfation of the Lord to
us, as the fruit and effe& of his covenant love.
We are too prone to look upon temporal mercies as
the fruit and effett of our own wifdom and induftry,
forgetting what the man of God hath faid, The Lord
thy God : it is be that giveth thee power to gel weallh.
If we are afflitted, we are too apt to overlook the
Lord’s hand in it. But 1t is well with us when we
look upon ourfelves as one with Chrift, as the people
of the Lord whoin he bhath formed for himfelf; in
whom, and for whom, he will be exalted, and out of
whom he 15 to get an everlafting tribute of praife and
glory both in earth and in heaven. We fhould look
upon all things which we enjoy as the effects of God’s
everlafting love to us; and if we could take in by
faith, enlightened by the Spirit, that whatfoever God
does for us, and beftows upon us, he does it with all
the love of his heart freely, and out of an hearty good
will and liking to us, it would lift up our hearts to him,
and we fhould greaily rejoice in him.  If we more
particularly confider the words belore us, there will
appear a beautiful gradation in them. Tbe lrving God
giveth us—1things, all thingsricbly,—io eijoy. All thingshe
giveth unto us, for he giveth us him{elf, his Son, and
his Spirit; fo that every child of God may fay as Jacob
did to Efav, 1 have enongh ; ory as it 1s in the margin,
I bave all things. Having Chrift, we have all things,
for all bleflings are contaived in him ; in whom the
whole fulnefs of the Father’s love, and all the immea-
furable fulnefs of the Spirit's grace are contained.
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The Lord’s people have and enjoy what they have with
the Lord’s blefling. If they have health and wealth, they
arc bleffings, as, through the Spirit, they are enabled
to confecrate them to the Lord’s fervice and praife.
If they are under diftrefs, enjoying God’s fupporting
care, prefence, and firength, makes up the want of
all things unto them. 1If they are deprived of tem-
porals, they are blefled with fpiritual things; fo that
they find, upon cafting up the {um total of their {piri-
tual accounts, that all the paths of the Lord are
mercy and truth towards them. And, I may juftly
add, when believers view over their perfonal, family,
national, and fpiritual bleflings, they have abundant
caufe to erett their Ebemezer, with wonder, grati-
wade, and praife, faying, Hitherto bath the Lord helped
us.  Blefled be the Lord, wbo daily loadeth us with
benefits.  'This brings me,

Laftly, to obferve how the Lord giveth us richly
all things. God having loved his people with an
everlafting love; and as he, out of his own heart’s
love chole their perfons in Chrift his Son before the
world was ; {o he ordained the world for them, and
appointed every ftate, cafe, and circamftance through
which they fhould pafs: and this, though a fovereign
att, fhould not be refolved mercly and entirely into
ablolute and {upreme fovereignty, but fhould be
confidered as the good pleafure of his will, flowing
from, and founded upon boundlefs love, and infinite
wifdom, which fhone forth in his eternal counfel
refpetting the glory of his grace, in the happinefs and
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falvatton of his people. The Lord worketh all things
after the counfel of bis own will. He worketh all
things, not merely after his will, but after the counfel
of his will. There is no part of his will, but his
counfel was concerned in it; and no part of his
counfel, or what his infinite wif{dom faw beft, but
his will refolved upon. He firft loved the per-
fons of his people, then chofe them in Chrift, and
then appointed every thing which they fhould be
exercifed with in this life. He willed one fhould
be poor, another rich, and this as fubfervient to pro-
mote his own glory, and the real good of his people.
It is aftonifhing grace! God’s glory and his people’s
good are wrapt up and involved together; what in-
creafes the one, makes for the happinefs of the other.
It would greatly tend to compofe the mind, calm
our affettions, and produce fettled refignation to the
Lord’s righteous dealings with us, to confider every
one of them as a channel cut out, through which
everlafting love is to be vented towards us, and by
which we are to have frefh teftimonies of it. His
everlafting love, mercy, and grace, are at all times
exercifed by him towards his people. Their days
of trouble, pain, temptations, and mifery are with
him, Their times of {piritual quickening, reviving,
joy, and comfort, are in his hands. The fleps of
a good man are ordered by the Lord. The very
hairs of their head are all numbered. What the
Lord gives them is really good; he withholds from
them no manner of thing that is good; and he beftows
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good upon them, to the end that they may enjoy it,
be happy in the enjoyment of it, and be difpofed to
blefs and praife him for it. Sirs, we have a right
to enjoy what God beftows upon us; he gives it for
that end and purpofe. His word declares it, and
his truth confirms it. He fays of his {piritual Ifrael,
ZYea, I will rejuice over them 1o do,them good. It is a
matter of joy to the Lord God to do good unto his
children, and he is pleafed when they joy and rejoice
in him and his benefits beftowed upon them. Haft
thou health, wealth, and opportunity of doing good,
of ferving God in thy day and generation, and glo-
rifying him in the world before men? Rejoice in
it, and lay thyfelf out to the uttermoft to thy Lord’s
praife. Art thou poor, and haft thou but little ability
to ferve and promote the caufe of Chrift ? Rejoice,
that though thou doft want an ability, yet thou doft
not want a heart, and doft fupply by thy prayers
what is wanting in thee to anfwer other fervices and
purpofes. Learn to blefs God who beftoweth upon
you all things richly 1o enjoy ; and pray for a {piri-
tual enjoyment of God 1n all his gifts and graces.
Thou meyefl, in the abfence of all creature good,
fay, thou haft all things, for Chrift being thine, and
his unfearchable riches thy portion, thou mayetft fay,
The Lord is my portion, therefove will I hope in bim.
O that the Eternal Spirit may lead us to fee God in
all our bleflings, to enjoy him in all the mercies he
daily beftows, and may we be influenced hereby to
feek after conftant communion with bim at all times,
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and i all his difpenfations. What has been dcli-
vered agreeable to truth, fuitable to your experi-
ence, and as far as calculated to promote your
happinefls and joy in him, may he command his
blefling on ; even fo,  Amen,



