a4 God's Teflimony of his Son.

John the Baptift is fent, as the fore-runner and harbin.
ger of the Mefliah, to preach the bapti{m of repentance
for the remiffion of fins; and, according to my own
private thoughts, which I humbly fubmit to be conf-
dered by you, one great end and defign (as I conceive
it) of John's baptifm, was that the Saviour of Ifrael
might be publicly manifefted. John was born fix
months before Chrift, but, by divine providence, was
prevented from having any interview with him; and
though he was to proclaim him, faying, Bebold the
Lamb of God, he was as yet kept concealed from him ;
and the way in which he was to know the Meflizh, was
by the defcent of the Spirit upon him; agreeably to
which he faith, He that feut me to baptize with water,
the fame faid unto me, Upon whom thou fhalt fee the Spivit
defcending, and vemaining on bim, the fame is he which
baptizeth with the Holy Ghofl.  John, chapter i.
verfe 33.

Accordingly, among the vaft multitudes which
came and prefented themielves, and fubmitted to
John’s bapti{m, our adorable Jefus came from Galilee
to Jordan to John, to be baptized of him, Bus
Jobn forbade bim, faying, I bave wneed to be baptized
of thee, and comeft thou to me ? And Jfefus anfwering,
Jaid unto bimy Suffer it to be fo now, for thus it becometh
us to fulfil all vighteoufue/s, then be fuffered bim. Upon
which moft folemn occafion, the following things
were tranfacted. And Fefus, our great High Prieft,
when be was baptized, [having parted the myftic wave]
went up flraightway out of the water ; and lo ! the bea-
vens opened unto bimy and be faw the Spivit of God de-
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feending like a dovey, and lighiing upon bim. Andlo! a
woice from heaven Jaying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleafed.  Thele words were fpoken
by God the Father, concerning God the Son, as
clothed with our nature, and when he was publicly
invelted into his divine office of faviourfhip, and
anointed, fealed, and declared to be the Mel-
fiah, the great faviour, the prophet, pricft, and king
of his church and people, who was to fave them
from their fins. And here it may not be amifs to
take notice how the eternal three, which bare record
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghoft, were pleafed to manifelt themfelves in their
diftin&t and divine perfonalities; infomuch, that it
ufed to be a faying among the ancients, % Go to
¢ Jordan and learn the dottrine of the trinity.” Here
was the Son of God dwelling perfonally in the nature
of man, which he had aflumed into perfonal union
with himfelf, and by which he became Immanuel,
God with us ; fubmitting to the ordinance of bap-
tifm; and upon him the Holy Ghoft defcended to
confecrate him, and to make him known to be the
Chrit of God. Here 1s the voice of God the
Father from heaven heard, {aying, Thss ismy beloved
Son, i1 whom I am well pleafed.  So that here is God
the Father proclaiming, God the Son receiving, and
God the Holy Ghoft {etting his {eal to this everlaft-
ing and fundamental truth of the everlafting gofpel;
that Jefus is the Son of God, and the anointed. The
words of our text contain two things.
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Firft, that Jefus Chrift is God’s beloved Son: This
is my beloved Son.  Secondly, that in him God is well
pleafed : T whom Iam well pleafed.

The firft truth to be confidered by us in the words
before us is, that Jefus Chrift is God’s beloved Son,
and this is clearly revealed in the Sacred Scriptures :
we have in the text God’s own teftimony to it, and the
defcent of the Spirit upon Chrift is another teftimony ;
for in confequence of the vifible defcent of the Holy
Ghoft upon Chrift, John fays, I/aw and bear record that
this is the Sonof God. John, chapter 1. verfe 3g4. Nay
Chrift himfelf laid down his life for the confirmation
of it. See Luke, chapter xxii. verfe 70. And John
declares it to be the profefled defign of his writing
his Gofpel.  Thefe are written that ye might believe that
Fefus is the Chrift the Son of Gody and 1hat believing ye
might bave life through bis name. John, chapter xx.
verfe g1. He whofe praifes the evangelical Ifaiah
celebrates in the ninth chapter of his prophecy, and
whofe illuftrious titles he there declares, 1s faid to be
the Son who was to be given by his Divine Father
to his church and people, as their almighty Re-
deemer.

And when Chrift atked Peter in the name of the
reft of the apoftles, W#hom fay ye that Iam ? The
anlwer which he returned was, Thou art Chrift the
Son of the living God.  And with this truth the apoftle
Paul began his miniftry. 4nd fraightway he preached
Chrift in the [ynagogues, that be is the Son of Gody Atls
chapter ix. verfe 20. And the real knowledge and
experimental belief of this truth, is made by the apol-
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tle John, a fruit and evidence of the new birth,
1 Epif. chap. iv. ver. 15. Whofoever fball confefs that
Fefus is the Sonof Gody, God dwelleth in bim and be in
God. Chrift is called in the word, the only begotten
Son of God, his own Son, the Son of the Father
in deed and truth, the Son of his love. And it
is very obfervable in the epiftle to the Hebrews,
where the offices and priefthood of Chrift are fo par-
ticularly treated of, that Chrift, as the eternal, eflential,
and coequal Son of God, is very particularly no-
ticed and obferved, as the fole foundation of, and
as that which fitted him for his mediatory work and
office, and from whence it receivesall its value, worth,
and dignity. So likewife when it is affirmed by
John, that the blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth from
all fin, that which the whole ftrefs and emphafis
of the word refts upon is, that he is the Son of God ;
The blood of Fefus Chrift bis Sou (i. e. the Son of God)
cleanfeth us from all fin. Chrift as to his divine nature
is Jemovan, and he is ftyled Jemovam our righte-
oufnefs, Jer. xxiil. 6. All the fulnefs of the God-
head is faid to dwell in him bodily, 7 ¢. fubflan-
tially ; Coloffians 1. 9.  He 15, faith Paul, Gad
over all, bleffed for ever. Amen. Rom. ix. 5. He
is ftyled the Great God—the Living God—the True
God—the only wife God. All divine works are in
the Scriptures afcribed unto him ; every eflential
perfeftion of the Godhead is attributed unto him ;
and he is the obje&t of worfhip—truft—hope~praife
and adoration, In the felf-exiftent Godhead, Jefus
D3
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is by eflential union with the Father and the Holy
Ghoft coequal and coeternal.  In him the Father
hath been everlaflingly delighting.  Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft have fpent an citire eternity abftraéted
from all creature fociety and communion in mutual
love, delight, and complacency towards each other,
But this being a {ubjett too vaft for our finite minds
and comprehenfions, I fhall drop it and proceed to
what is the fubjeli of the text; and would go on to
obferve the teltimony of Ged the Father in thefe
words, Zhis is my beloved Son.  'Thele words, though
they contain an eternal trnth in them as applied to
the perfon of the Son of God, effentially confi.
dered, whois as {uch the object of his infinite love,
and boundlefs complacency, yet they belong and
are properly to be applied to the Son of God, con.
fidered as God-man—DMediator, who as {uch is the
brightnefs of the Father’s glory and the exprefs image
of his perfon It hath been hinted before, and I muft
again repeat it, that Chrift being in hisdivine perfon, the
eternal and only begotten Son of God, lays the foun-
dation for his glorious undertakings, aftings, and go-
ings forth in the covenant on the behalf of his eleét.
The greatnels of the work of engaging to redeem
and bring all the elett to glory, and the glory of the
office of mediation between God and man, could
not be performed by any but one who was equal
with God. Nor could any mere creature bear
and {uftain the glory due to the Mediator. Hence
it is to be noticed by us, that the Holy Ghoft,



God's Teftimony of his Sov. 20

forctelling in prophecy concerning the birth of our
adorable Jefus, is careful to infert his higheft titles,
fuch as Wonderful-—Counfellor—the Mighty God—
the Everlafting Father—the Prince of Peace. To
let us know that our all-glorious Mediator was every
way qualified as to his divine perfon, for the perform-
ance of {o glorious a work ; he being in the form,
or as fome have chofen to render it, in the nature of
God, and thought 1t not robbery to be equal with God.
As the Son of God, he engaged with his Divine Fa-
ther on the behalf of his people in the council and
covenant of grace, and was anointed and confecrated
to his glorious work and office before the foundation
of the world, and (was in repute, and) bore the title
of God-man—the head and reprefentative of his body
the church, from eternity, as may be {een in the 8th
of the Proverbs. For what can the Dbringing forth,
and fetting up, which Chrift the effential wildom of
the Father ts there {peaking of, be attributed and
applied to, but to the appointing and fetting up Chrift
in his office-charafter and capacity 7 All which was,
as it is there affirmed to be, before the mountains
were fettled—yca, from everlafting. The words in
our text are to be found in the 42d of Ifaiah, verfe
1, where God the Father is proclaiming the Mediator,
and calling upon poor finners to view him as one
cvery way qualified and fuited to fave, redeem,
and blefs them. Bebold, [aith Jeuovau the Father, My
Servant ({o Chrift is called on account of the work of
fervitude he had engaged to perform in fulfilling the
law and making fatsfattion for fin) whem I upheld,
D 4
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mine elect in whom my foul delighteth.  And here Chrift
being now attually entering upon the performance of
the work, the Father publicly declares concerning
him, to thew his high value and eftimation of him,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. Chrift
was not only as the eflential—eternal—and only be-
gotten Son of God, beloved by his Divine Father;
but confidered as mediator, he is the beloved of the
Father, and all his mediatorial office, and every att
and part of it, Is well pleafing unto him. Chrilt, as
Gop-Man—the Fellow of the Lord of Hofts, 1s the
everlafting objett of the Father’s love and delight—in
him God’s heart can be fully fatisfied, and in him he
can have and take everlafting content. It is in him
God has chofen all the eleét; it is in him God has loved
them with an cverlafting love; it is in him God views
them with unceafing complacency and delight, and
refts in his love towards them, and rejoices over them
with finging. Itis in him God has accepted them, and
in him he beholds them perfettly righteous, holy, with-
out fpot, unblamable, and unreprovable. The Father
hath loved Chrift as mediator before the foundation
of the world, fee John xvii.- 24. And he loves him
upon the account of his mediation; and as he loves him
the mediator, {o he loves all his members: thox baj
loved them, as thou bafl loved me, It fhould never be
forgotten by us, that our falvation is a covenant fal-
vation, and proceeds from the everlafting covenant,
which took place between Jenovan and the Man—
the Gop-Man, the Brancu.—This proceeded from
God’s everlafting love, was the effe@ of the manifold
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wildom of God, and was defigned for the difplay of
fovereign grace, and covenant mercy. And Chrift’s
furetyfhip engagements with the Father, were highly
plealing unto him.  His eternal delights were in him,
not only as his Son, but as a Redeemer. God’s delight
{faith a truly great and excellent man) in Chrift, and
Chrift’s rejoicing in the habitable parts of the earth,
and his delights in the fons of men, are coupled to-
gether. Proverbs viii. 30, 31.  As if God delighted
in him, becaufe he delighted in the redemption of men.
And what could be the ground and foundation of God’s
promifes to Chrift the Mediator, but his great pleafure
in and with him for his undertaking the work? What
elfe can be the meaning of thefe words which the
apoftle cites to prove the deity of Chrift 7 Heb. i. 5.
Apainy, I will be 1o bim a Father, and be fbail Le to me a
Son : that God would be always to him a Father, ac-
cepting his obedience, and he would always be a Son,
offering upon the crofs, or pleading upen the throne,
his facrifice and f{ufferings; a Father to him as media-
tor, to countenance, encourage, and accept him in
all his undertakings? This is a promife made to
Chrift; but what nced of any promifes to Chrift,
confidered only as the Son of God, equal with the
Father? Itis a promife to Chnft as the feed of
David (the place the apoflle cites it from is 2 Sam.
vil. 14.) Andif to him, as the {eed of David, it is
made to him as mediator, promifing a kingdom to
him upon his {uffering, and an eternal acceptation of
him as an obedient Son;—the ground whereof was

his purging our fins by himfelf, IHeb. 1. 3. And
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that Chrift, as mcdiator; is the objett of the Fadier's
highelt complacency and delight; that in him, as fuch,
his foul delighteth, and that, for this caufe he is be-
loved by him, will appear when we confider how the
thoughts of God in all ages of the world have been
employed about him. God was in Chrift from
cverlafting, contriving, confulting, counfelling, and
planning the great work of recancihiation ; the vaflt
and numberlels thoughts of God centered in this one
thing, that Chrift fhould be the great reconctier of all
things in heaven and earth, and that he {hiould make
peace by the blood of his crois. Al the thoughts of
God difcovered to us in the Sacred Scriptures refer to
this. The fpirit of prophecy was given chiefly for
the publication of this.  The teflimony of Fefus is the
Spirit of prophecy.  And this, from the beginning of
the world, was a witnels of Chrift, and of what God
had appointed him to be, and to do, and to fuffer.
God fpake by the mouth of all his holy prophets which
have been fince the world began, concerning the perfon,
incarnation, work, offices, and fufferings of Jefus—
the Lamb, appointed by the council and decree of
the eternal three, to be flain for fin, and who hath
been fet forth as the Lamb flain from the foundation
of the world, inand by the facrifices, types, figures,
and prophecies concerning him. In and by all which,
a teflimony was given of the Father’s high value and
love of the perfon and mediation of his Son.  Chrift
was the beloved of the Father, in his incarnate ftate,
‘and it is ftyled, the acceptable year of the Lord. 1Tt
was highly acceptable unto him to behold his coequal
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and coeternal Son affume the body which he had pro-
vided and appointed for him in the eveilafting cove-
nant; by the afflumption of which, he was to honour
his Father’s law and juflice to the uttermofl, and in it
completely finifh the work of falvation. And as all
the atts ot Chrift’s mediation, {pring from the fountain
of love indwelling in him and overflowing towards
his people, lo every att of it likewife declares his love
o his eternal Father, and the higheflt obedience to
his divine will.  Hence, when the ellential word was
about to become incarnate, and humble himfelfy and
be made flefh, by the aflumption of the human
nature, he fays to his Divine Father, Lo, 7 come, 1
delight 1o do thy will, O my God : vea, thy low is within
my bear!,  And Chrift, as mediator, was the objel of
his Father’s love ; when viewed by him, as clothed
with human nature, the perfon of Chrift as man-
mediator, was highly beloved of God. Here was to
be found in him perfeét holinels of heart, and ¢ ery
faculty of his body and mind was conitantly employ-
ed in the performance of the whole will of God, he
being the Holy One of God.  Chrift’s human nature
was perfeltly complete. e, as man, was fairer than
the fons of men; and as Chrifi’s human nature had no
fubliftence of its own, but immediately upon its af-
fumption was united into a perfonal union with the
Son of God, fo the human nature of Chrift was made
the fountain of all habitual grace and holinefs; and
there 1s more holinefs in it than 1s to be found in all
the faints and angels in heaven. He, as man-medi-
ator, received the {pirit without meafure, his lips were
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full of grace and truth, all his garments did {incll of
myrrh, alces, and caffia; and he, as the mediator,
had the whote confluence, all the fulnefls and perfec-
tion of grace dwelling in him. He was, as thus fitted
and qualified in the human nature, the beloved of the
Father, Thou loveft vightconfnefsy and batefl wickednefs ;
therefore God, thy God, bath anointed thee with the ol of
gladnefs above thy fellows. The Holy Ghoft was poured
out upon him, and the Spirit of the Lord did
relt upon him, even the fpirit of wifdom and under-
ftanding, the {pirit of counfel and might, the fpirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. And this
anotnting of him with the Holy Ghoft, and with power,
was a fruit of the Father’s love and detight in him, as
it was a fitting him for the difcharge of his work and
office. The Father did it out of the infinite affettion
he bore his Son for undertaking the work of media-
tion. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given
all things into his hands. "The beftowing of the Spirit
upon Chrift, in his unmeafurable gifts and graces,
is afcribed and declared to be the fruit of God’s
delight in him as mediator, Ifa. xli. 1. Bebold
my fervant whom I upholdy mine elef? in whom my
Joul delighteth: I bave put my [fpivit upom bim.  And
which delight was teftified when the eternal Spirit
vifibly defcended upon him; then it was manifeftly
acknowledged by the Father, that Chrift was his be-
loved Son, in whom he is well pleafed.

Having thus obferved unto you, that Chrift, as the
only begotten Son of the Father, in truth and love, is
the everlafting objett of his higheft love, and that, as
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mediator, he hath been beloved of the Father from
eternity, which appears from the counfels, thoughts,
purpofes and decrees of God from everlafting, re{pett-
ing reconciliation, and which hath been fully mani-
fefted by promifes, prophecies, facrifices, types, and
figures, which exhibited Chrift as the fole and only
mediator—and which hath alfo been manifefted by
the appearing of our Saviour Jefus Chrift, who
came from the bofom of his Father, was proclaimed
by an angel at his birth as a Saviour, Clirift the Lord,
 was filled with the Spirit without meafure, and declared
by Jegovau the Father, to be his beloved Son.

I proceed, and fhall go on to confider the
fecond part of my text, which contains thefe words,
In whom I am well pleafed ; and fhall endeavour to {et
forth unto you, how the Father is infinitely weli
pleafed with Chrift, and in him infinitely and ever-
laftingly well pleafed with all his people. And here
I might obferve, that God’s delight in Chrift, and his
being in him and with him well pleafed, appears from
the everlafting appointment of him to thc work and of-
fice of mediatorfhip, and tothe decreeing and anointing
ofhimto his threefold office of prophet, prieft,and king,
which was from eternity. For all that the Father did in
his publicly anointing Chrift, was only making known
what had been before tranfatted within the vail. God’s
folemn call and appointment of Chrift to the work,
his anointing and fealing of Chrift, his proclamation
concerning him, {aving, 1 have laid help upon one that i
mighty, are an everlafling proof that in him God is well
pleafed. . Nor would the Father have repofed {uch a
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truft in Chrift's hand, as the complete falvation and
glorification of all the clett, had he not beenin Chrift
well pleafed. Every office which Chnift fuftains, the
whole work of falvation which Chrift wrought, being
all appointed by the Father, undertaken at his call,
and executed in obedience to his divine command,
the greateft glory and honour were thereby given
to the bigheft perfeétions in the divine nature; and in
Chrift- Jehovah, the Father is well plealed. This will
clearly appear as we furvey the whole of Chrift’s
work; and let us firlt take a view of Chnilt in his
threefold office of prophet, prieft, and king: who as
he was called, appointed, and inftalled into each of
thefe offices, by his Divine Father, {o he has borne his
teftimony of his being well pleafed with him in the
execution of them.

With refpett to his prophetic office, we have the
Father’s teftimony concerning his being the great pro-
phet over the houfe of God, and of the Father's
pleafure in him as fuch in the 17th of Matthew, where
on the holy mount, as Peter calls 1t, when Chnift was
transfigured, and Mofes the giver, and Elias the
reflorer of the law appeared, a voice came from the
excellent glovy, f{aying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom 1 am well pleafed, bear ye bim. Which mani-
feftly refers to what Mofes had faid, Deut. xviii. 1.
He, as the grecat prophet of his church, bhath all the
treafures of wifdom and knowledge, and knows the
utmoft of his Father’s will. He, as fent of God,
fpoke the words of God, and continues to deliver out,
and make known fully to his church, all his mind
and will, by his word, and by his {pirit. He is
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1o faithful to him that appointed him to this office,
end is highly acceptable to his Father in the difcharge
ot it.  Herein is 2 proof of it, inafmuch as the Fa-
ther, not only declares it, but {ends us to him {or
mftruttion, and bids us to bear b ; which he would
‘never have done if Chrift, as the prophet of his peo-
ple, was not every way qualified to make us wile
unto f{alvation.

Again, the prieltly office, which is indeed the
foundation of Chrift’s prophetic and kingly offices, 1s
highly well pleafing unto God the Father, and he is
infinitedy well plealed in him, and with him in the pe:-
formance of it. Chrift took not the honour of this
office to hinifelf, but was called and appointed by the
Father unto it. Heb. v, 4, 5. And 1o man taketh this be-
sony uinto bimfelfy but be that is called of God, as was Aaron.
So alfo Chrif} glovified not bimjelf to be made an bigh priefl,
but be that Jaid wito bim, Thon art wy Son, to dav bave T
begotten thee. As be foith alfo in ansthey placey Thon art a
prieft for ever afler the order of Melchifedec ; which fully
proves that the perfon, office, and eternal prielthood
of Chrift are well pleafing to the Father, {eeing, that
Jelus having offered the facrifice ol his bod j; and foul
upon the altar of his Deity, and being entered into
the holieft to prefent it, the Lord faid unto him, S
at my vight hand wntil 1 make tlhy foes thy jfooiflocl.
The Lovd fecare and will not vepent, Thon art a pric?
Jor ever after the order of Melchifedec.

And, as it refpeéls his kingly office, Jemovar the
Father teflifieshis being well pleafed with 1t, Pfalm ii.
6, 7. 1 have fet my King tpon my haly bill of Zion. T will,
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(faith the Mediator) declare the decree, the Lord baih jard
unto mey Thou art my Son, this day bave I begotien
thee. Chrift was inaugurated into his kingly office,
and inveflted with it from all eternity, and he was
anointed with the Holy Ghoft in the human nature,
at his incarnation, and bapti{m, and efpecially at the
time of his afcenfion, when he was made, or declared
to be, Lord and Chrift; when he, as the afcended
Lordand King of his church, gave gifts to men, in which,
and by which, his being as King-Mediator, highly
acceptable to the Father, was declared and difcovered.
The government of all worlds, béings, and things,
being committed to him, and all power in heaven and
earth being given unto him, and his having upon his
vefture and upon his thigh a name written, Kinc or
Kincs,and Lorp oF Lorbs,are an everlafting proof,
that his kingly office, and his difcharge of it, are highly
well pleafing to his Divine Father. The prophet
Micah defcribes Chrift in the exercife of this office
thus, He fball fland and feed (or, rule) in the flrength
of the Lovd, in the majefly of the name of the Lord bis God,
and they fhall abide ; for now fhall be be great unto the
end of the earth ; for the time will come when all kings
fhall fall down before him, and all nations thall ferve
him. God the Father commands and requires obe-
dience from us to Chrift his anointed King, faying,
Kifs the Son, embrace his laws, {ubmit to his govern-
ment; which would never have been enjoined, had
not the kingly office of Jefus the mediator, and Jefus
in the exercife and difcharge of that office, been
highly well pleafing to the Father, Again, Chrift as
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incarnate, and as obeying the holy law, is well pleafing
in the fight of God. Jelus, as God-incarnate, was
becheld by his Father with the utmoft complacency
and delight ; and he was well pleafed with him as the
fecond Adam, the Lord from heaven. How delightful
mult it have been to Jenov an the Father, to behold
his coequal Son in our nature made a little lower than
the angels for the fuffering of death, and fetting
himfelf upon obeying and obferving, fulfilling and
magnifying the moral law, which had been broken
by the firft man in paradife, and by the deeds of which,
no flefh could be juftified, feeing that in Adam all
had finned, and come fhort of the glory of God.
Immanuel, God-Jefus obeyed the law perfonally,
perfeétly, and invariably. His heart was filled with
perfett love to God, his delight was continually in
the law of God, it was his meat and drink to do the
will of him that fent him. Love to God was the
principle of all his obedience ; the moral and unalter-
able law of God, that eternal ftandard, was the rule of
his obedience, and God’s eternal glory his end in
view. He obeyed from the heart, he perfettly ful-
filled, in his life, the holy law; and his righteouf-
nefs God was well pleafed with. Thefe words may
well be confidered as the Father’s teftimony to this
truth, The Lord is well pleafed for bis righteoufunefs fake,
be will magnify the law and make it bonourable, 1a. xlii.
21. The righteoufnefs of Chrift magnified the holy
law; and Chrift by his perfonally obeying it, brought
more glory, and put more honour upon it, than
all the obedience of men or angels ever could have
E
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done. He being, as to his Divine Perfon, God, his
obedience had an infinite excellency and glory in ity
and as fuch God the Father is well pleafed in him as
Jerovan the righteoufnefs of his church and people.
The pleafure, content, delight, and complacency
which the Father takes in the obedience and righteou(-
nefs of Chrift are inexpreflible and inconceivable by
us, and it requires the power of the Holy Ghoft to
make us in the leaft mealure acquainted therewith. As
the Father was well pleafed in and with his Son’s
divine, complete, perfet, and everlafting righteouf-
nels ; fo he was likewife with his bloody {weat, fuf-
ferings, agonies, facrifice, and death. The higheft
aft of Chrift’s obedience to his Father’s will, was his
laying down his life for his people; and the greateft
glory he brought to God, was by his obedience unto
death, even the dedth of the crofs. As the Father
teftified of Chrift at his baptifm and transfiguration,
faying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleafed ; fo a little before the time when Chrift’s
fufferings began, Jefus faid, Father, glorify thy name
(meaning in himfelf, by his fufferings and death) zben
came there a woice from beaven, faying, I bave both glo-
rified it (in his incarnation and obedience, in his
miniftry and miracles) and will glorify it againy—by
fupporting him under and carrying him through his
{ufferings and death, and by raifing him from the dead,
and fetting him at his own right hand. Accord-
ingly, with this in view, Chrift entered upon the work
of fatisfattion and atonement. He, as the Man,
Jenovaxr's FEnLow, flood in the law-place, room,
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and ftead of the elefl; their fins were placed to his
account, and he ftood charged by divine juftice for
them; the Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all. He
was made by Jemovaun the Father, {in for us, and he
flood up between our fins and infinite juftice: the
fword of divine juftice was drawn forth and fheathed
in the finlefs humanity of the immaculate Saviour.
And the f{ufferings of Chrift, for the expiation of fin
and fatisfaltion of jufticc, were well pleafing to the
Lord. Hence the prophet faith, it pleafed the Lord
to bruife bim, be bath put bim to gricf. Never did JE-
novaH the Father behold his Son, as our mediator,
with greater pleafure and delight, than when he be-
held him bearing our fin, enduring the curfe and
wrath due unto it, and making his foul an offer-
ing for it. He beheld the faerifice of Chrift with
infinite delight ; he {melled the odour and perfume
of it, and was refrefthed; and Jefus was never more
beloved by his Father than when, in the garden, he
{weat great drops of blood; and when, upon the
crofs, he finithed tranfgreflion, and made an end of
{in, made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in
everlafting righteoufnels. There God fhewed that
he was well pleafed with his Son as mediator, in accept-
ing his facrifice, and teftifying his everlalting fatisfac-
tion with Chrift in offering it. Herein alfo the love of
God the Father towards his eleft was manifefted to
the uttermoft : inafmuch, as God fpared not his own
Son, but delivered him up freely to fuffer and die the
death due to their fins, that they might efcape the
firoke of juftice. And God loved Chrift, becaufe he
E 2
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laid down his life for the fheep.  And here is the love
of Chriflt manifefied to the uttermoft in bearing the
fins, iniquities, and tranfgreffions of his people, and
his Father’s curfe and wrath, to deliver them from
endlels woe.  Chriff alfy hath loved us, and given bim-
JElf Jfor ws, an offering and a fucrifice o God for a fweet
Jmelling Javour. There was in and by the fufferings,
atonement, and death of Chrift, a perfe&t and an
everlafling fatisfaltion given to all the demands of in-
finite juflice; and the God and Father of our Lord
Jeius Chrift beheld the travail of his foul and was
fatishied.  Divine juftice was not more incenfed
2gainft fin, than divine holinefs was pleafed with the
offering of Chrift for fin. The facrifice of Chiift fully
reftores the honour due unto God’s law, and it has in
it an eternal value, endlefls worth, and an everlafting
efficacy. Again, as God the Father was well pleafed
with the fufferings, blood-fhedding, and death of his
Son, fo he declared it by raifing him from the dead,
when he [aid unto him, Thou art my Son, this day bave
1 egotien ihee.  And Chrilt appeared to be God’s be-
loved Son in whom he is well pleafed, in his being
exalted by the power of God to.his right hand, and
fcated by him upon his mediatorial throne; as the
Lamb newly {lain. So everiaftingly well plealed is
the Father with Chrift, and with his death, that he will
kave the remembrance of it kept up in the churches
of his faints below, in the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper, and he will have the Lamb that was flain
appear in the midft of the throne, that he may conti-
nually view him with everlafting delight, as the
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Lamb who hath taken away fin, and abolifhed it
for ever. John tells us, Rev. v. 6, And I bebeld, and
lo, in the midll of the throney and of the four beafls, (or,
living creatures) and in the midft of ihe elders, flood a
Lamb, as it had lbeen flain. He will, throughout
cternity, be viewed in heaven by all his redecmed,
as the Lamb that was {lain, and they will behold in
his glorified humanity, the wounds which he received
when he became their facrifice, which will {erve to
unite their hearts in everlafting love to him. And
here I would obferve, that as God is well plealed
with the ever blefled Mediator, fo he i1s likewife, in
him and with himn, well pleafed with all the eleét; and
this will appear when we confider that they were uni-
ted, by the bond of everlafting love, to Chrift, and
fet by him as a feal upon his heart before all worlds.
He reprefented them in the everlafting covenant,
and undertook their caufe, and became their furety.
For their fakes he was manifelled in the flefh, in their
law place he ftood and ated. Their fins he bore,
their curfe he fuftained, he dicd for them, confider-
ing them as one with him ; the members of Chrift are
always confidered by the Father in relation to Jefus, in
whom God beholds them everlaftingly righteous as they
fhine in his fight, and are viewed by him, as wrapped
upin,and clothed withthe rabe of Chrift’srighteoufnefs,
that garment of falvation, in which they are cternally
juftified, and in which they will be eternally glorified.
Chrift bath loved us, faith John, {peaking of believers,
and wafbed us from our fins in bis own blood.  And, as
k3
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God beholds his people in the atonement of his Son,
they are all fair, immaculately pure; and as fuch he
is everlaftingly well pleafed with them in his beloved
Son.  God takes no view of his people, but in Jefus ;
he fees them, reprefented by Chrift, their head, high
prieft, and furety, complete in him.  He commu-
nicates all his love, grace, and mercy unto them
through Chrift the Mediator; and thefe are attually
conveyed into their hearts, through the agency of the
blefled Spirit. I clofe the whole with this obferva-
tion, that this is the life of faith, the being employ-
ed 1 contemplating the myflery of reconciliation ;
and happy, inexpreflibly happy it is, to be viewing
the eternal engagements between God and Chrift on
our behalf: to be viewing Chnift in his perfon and
mediatorial office and charaller, obferving how
completely he hath finifhed the work of falvation,
and obtained eternal redemption for us: to attend
to the revelation which the Father hath made of him
i the word, and the charafter he gives of him, and
the teftimony which he bears concerning him, and of
his being well pleafed with him, and with all his,
raith receives God’s teftimony concerning Chrift,
and by. this means the belief of God’s love is brought
into the heart, and his peace into the confcience, and
there it is attually enjoyed by help of the Holy Spirit.
May God the Holy Gholt glorify Jefus in our hearts.
Amen,



