SERMON L

THE sCrRIPTURAL DOCTRINE OF THE

COESSENTIAL THREE.

ettt .
1 Joun V. 7.

For there ave three that bear vecord in beaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghoft : and thefe three are one.

THE holy and blefled Scriptures, which were

written by the 7u/piration of God, are the only
infallible rule, guide, and direétion for our faith and
prattice : they contain and make known unto us the
whole of God’s mind and will, and are {ufficiently
able 20 make us wife wunto falvation, through faith
which 75 in Chriff Fefus.  They inform us, that
God made all things for his own glory—that he is
incomprehenfible in his eflence—~—immutable in his
will—infinite in wifdom—almighty in power—im-
menfe and every where prelent.  Therve is no fearch-
ing of bis  underflanding. He being {elf-exiftent—
all-fufficient—the fountain of goodnels—of life and
bleflednefs, whofe name is I am that I am, who
made all things for his own glory—called all things
out of nothing into being, and hath fore-ordained
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whatfoever fhall come to pafs.—All things in nature,
providence, and grace, are of bim, and through bim and
to bim : to whom be glory for ever : Amen.

In the Bible we are informed of what Jenovasn
did concerning his choice and eleftion of his peo-
ple in Chrift before the foundation of the world—
of his love towards them—of the purpofes of his
grace refpetling them, and Lis defigns upon them ;
and, by it, thrcugh the gracicus illuminations and
teachings of the Holy Spirit, we are led into the
true, clear, and faving knowledge of God. Here
he is revealed in the unity of his nature-—in his per-
fons and perfetlions—and by it, we are led to know,
that there arve ihree that bear vecord in beaven, the
Fatbery, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three
are one.

The doltrine of the ever blefled Trinity, which I
purpofe at this time to treat of, is a moft deep and
fublime article of our moft holy faith, and upon
which our cverlafting falvation depends: and it is
purely a do€lrine of divine revelation, Neither na-
ture, nor philofophy, difcovers it, nor can they reach
it ; for though when it is clearly ftated from the word,
and {piritually underftood, it may be illuftrated by
many things in nature; yetitis revealed only in, and
made known unto us by the word. Here it runs and
is to be feen in every part of it, and though it is fome-
times reprefented by fuch as are ftrangers to and
enemies againft it, that it is merely a fpeculative point,
and people may do well enough without the knowa
ledge and belief of it, yet this is all miftake, It
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being an everlafting truth, that every article of our
faith is built upon it, every truth of God is con-
nefted with it, and we cannot worfhip God aright,
without the true and faving knowledge of it.
Jenovanu has revealed himfelf, as the {ole, true,
and only objeft of worfhip, and we cannot worfhip
him aright, if we are deftitute of the true knowledge
of him. We cannot attain the true knowledge of him
without a revelation of himfelf made known unto us;
and this he hath made in the infpired volume, where
his incomprehenfible effence and his per{onalities are
declared. And, upon the foundation of God’s words
and taking it only for my guide, in a dependance
upon the Holy Spirit for his gracious and fpecial
affiftance, I fhall procced, founding and building all
I have to {ay and deliver upon this deep and {ublime
fubje&, on God’s own veracity in bis word. And, be-
fore I proceed one ftep further, I would obferve, that
the beft belief of this eflential and important truth,
is that which is received from the bare word,
and is fully believed upon the bare teftimony of
the Lord inthe word, The words of my text con-
tain a full and clear proof of the dofirine. For
there are ihree that bear record in beaven, the Fa-
ther, the Word, and the Holy Ghofly and thefe
three are one. That is, three in perfon, one in the
nature and unity of the Godhead. So that the
eternal Father, the eternal Son, and the eternal Spi-
1it, are the one eternal and incomprehenfible Jeno-
vad. Each of them is God and Lord, and all three
but one, the fame in eflence, equal in power, eternity,
B2
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and glory. When an unbelicver reads this text, he
ftumbles even with God’s word in his hand, and be-
fore him. He reafons carnally upon it, ignorantly
cavils at it, and argues againt it, faying, how can this
be ? how can three be one? and one three? This is
not the dotlirine of the text. It treats of the unity
of the Godhcad, and of the diftinét modes of fub-
fiftence in the Godhead, and declares that though the
perfons in the Godhead are three, and are diftinét
as to their perfonalities, f{o that the Father is not
the Son, the Son 1s not the Father, the Holy Ghoft
is neither the Father nor the Son: yet the eflence,
nature, or Godhead, which is the fountain of the
Divine perfons, and in which they exift, is one,
for God is one.  The Lord our Godis one Jemovan.
Gal. iil. 20. Deut. vi. 4.

The words of the text contain and hold forth
the following truths. Firflt, the uwity of the God-
head.—Secondly, a frinity of perfons in the God-
head.—Thirdly, their proper deity—and difliniz per-
fonality.—And Fourthly, that they are three t¢ffi.
fiers or wilneffesy jor there are three that bear record
n  beaven, e ILather, the Word, and the Holy
Ghoft : and theje three are one.  The unity of the God-
head is what the Scriptures carefully guard; which
truth is fully contained and eternally fecured in the
word JEHOVAH, which we tranflate Lor b, and which,
whenever it is printed in capital letters in the Old Tel-
tament, always fignifies JEmovan, which is the in-
communicable name of God, expreflive of the in-
communicable nature of the Godhead, It fignifies
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neceflary exiftence, orexifting by a neceffity of nature.
The Pfalmilt in the 83d Pfalm, ver. 18. exprefleth
himf{elf thus, That men may know that thou whofe
name alone is JeEmovan, art the Mot High over all
the earth. Jeremiah fays, Jewmovam is the true
God, be is the living God, and an everlafling King.
At bis wrath the earth fhall trembley, and the nations
Shall not be able to abide his indignation.  Jer. x.
10. And the Lord himfelf {peaking in the 42d of
faiah, verfe 8, faith, I the Jenovawn, that is my name.
And this word Jemovamn, occurs fix thoufand eight
hundred and fifty-five times in the Scriptures. So that
the nature and effence of God is one—infinite and
incomprehenfible, without divifion, or multiplication.
And this leads me to profecute the prefent fubjett.

Firft, to prove from the Scriptures, that there are
three perfons in the Godhead. Secondly, that each of
thefe hath a joint concern in the works of creation,
providence, and grace. Thirdly, that each is God
and Lord. And Laftly, that they bear their joint
tellimony concerning the falvation of eleét finners
by Chrift Jefus.

I am firft to prove from the Scriptures, that there
are three perfons in the one infinite—incommunica-
ble—and incomprehenfible Godhead. And this I
fhall endeavour to do from the following paffages in
the infallible word. In the 1ft chapter of the book
of Genefis, we read of God’s creating the heaven
and the earth, and at the 26th verfe of it we hear
him {peak thus, Lez us make man in our image, after
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our likenefs ; thefe words muft have been and were
diretted by one of the Divine perfons to the other two,
for the Us here, maniteftly points out a plurality.
Itisnot a confultation with angels—for they are not of
his council.  Hho bath been bis connfellor 2 No crea-
ture. Man was made after the image of God. And
it is truly remarkable, that the firft word ufed in the
Bible concerning the Deity, is a word of the plural
number; The word tranflated, and read by us,
God, 1s allowed both by Jewifh and Chriftian
writers, to be a plural one, and it is ufed on purpofe
to point out the perfons in the Godhead ; and their
joint concern in the creation is evidently fpoken of.
In ithe beginning God (in the Hebrew Eronim)
created the beaven and the earth, and the earth was
without form and woid, and darkuefs was wupon the
Jace of the deep: And the [fpirit of God moved upon
the face of ithe watersy, and God faid, let there be
light, and there was light.  Here are all the three
divine perfons jointly concerned. Here is God the
Father, to whom creation is always in Scripture
afcribed, though not to the exclufion of the Son and
Spirit, for we have in thefe words the beginning of
the creation, which God created. Here is God the
Spirit fpoken of as performing his part in this great
work, He moved wupon the face of the walers.
And God the word is taken notice of. God faids
jet there be light, and there was light : which the
Plalmift explains in this very manner in the ggd
Plalm, verfe 6. By the word of the Lord were the
~beavens made : (i.e.) by the eflential word, who
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fpoke all things out of nothing into being, and ali the
hoft of them, the fun, moon, and ftars by the breath
of his mouth. All things in the airy, ftarry, and
in the third heavens, the Spirit, who is here ftyled
the breath of Jenovan, created and formed.

When man, the lalt and nobleft of all God’s
works in this lower world was to be brought into a
ftate of exiftence, you have this plural word ufed—
Let us make man, which evidently implies that
there is a plurality of perfons in the Godhead.
In the gd chapter of this book, we have God again
fpeaking in the fame manner at the 22d verfe. After
Adam was fallen from his original rightcoufnefs
and purity, it is recorded, that the Lord God
Saidy, bebold  the man is  become as one of Us,
which is generally underftood to be f{poken by
way of irony or farcalm at man’s deception by
Satan. Yet this word Us, and this manner of {peak-
ing prove, that there is more than one perfon in the
Godhead. We have this plural expreffion again in
the 11th chapter of Genefis, verfes 6th and 7th,
where, upon attempting to build a city and a tower,
whofe top the builders would wifh, if poffible, to
reach to heaven, and which vain attempt was fet
about after the flood; we read of the Lord’s taking
notice of it.  And the Lord came down to fee ithe
city, and the tower, which the children of men builded.
And the Lovd faidy DBehold the people is one, and they
bave all one language ; and this they begin 1o do,
and now wnothing will be refirained from them which
they bave imagined to do. Go to, let Us go down,
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and there confound their language, that they may not
underfland one another’s fpeech. Now this could not
be {poken to angels, for the work of confounding
the language of the Babel builders is exprefsly afcrib-
ed to Jenovan, and not to any created agents. S0
the Lord fealtered them abroad from thence upon the
face of all the earth. The Lord did there confound
the language of all the earth. In the 6th chapter of
Ifaiah’s prophecy, we have this plural expreffion
again. The prophet has a vifion of the Lord of
Hofts, and heard the feraphim crying, Holy,
boly, boly, is the Lord of Hofts, the whole earth is
Jull of his glory. 'This thrice holy is a proof of a
trinity of perfons. For the Father is holy, and is
ftyled by Chrift in the 17th of John, HoLy FaTuEr.
The Son is holy, and is called in the gth chapter of
Daniel, Tue most Hory. And the Spirit is holy,
and his title is, The Holy Spirit of Promife. See
Eph. 1. 13. But, left we fhould be miftaken, and
think this thrice holy was only the rapture of devotion,
the prophet at the 8th verfle fays, Ao I beard the
voice of the Lord faying, Whom fhall I Jfend, and
who will go for Us 2 which plainly points out a tri-
nity of perfons—for the voice of the Lord refpeéls
Jehovah the Father, who is always reprefented as
fending the Son and the Spirit, and never as being fent
by them. And concerning this vifion we have an in-
{pired apoftle applying it to Chrift.  Thefe ihings,
Jaid Efaias, when be fow bis (1. e.) Chriff's glory
and fpake of bim, John xii. 41. And the apoﬁle Paul
applies this likewile to the Holy Ghoft in the laft
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chapter of the Aéls, where he quotes the gth and 10th
verfes of the 6th chapter of Ifaiah, and thus ap-
plies them to the unbelieving Jews. Well Jpake
the Holy Ghoft by FElaias the prophet, unfo our fa-
thers, faying, Go unio this people and [ay, bearing
ye fhall beav, and fhall not underfland, and feeing ye
Shall fee, and not perceive. Again, in the 4th chap-
ter of Daniel, where that great change is fpoken of
which was to take place in Nebuchadnezzar, and his
kingdom, it is faid at the 17th verle, This matier
is by the decvee of the watchers, and the demand by the
word of the Hory Ones, evidently alluding to
the perfons in the Godhead. And inthe New Tefta-
ment we have an open and exprefs manifeftation of all
the facred Three, at our Lord’s baptifm, where the
voice of God the Father was heard, proclaiming
Chrift to be his beloved Son. The {econd perfon
was there feen, manifefted in the flefh and fealed
and anointed as the true and promifed Meffiah. And
the Holy Ghoft was feen to defcendin a bodily fhape
like a dove, and lighted upon the adorable Saviour.
And, befides this, there are thefe following proofs
from the New Teftament. This plain declaration of
John's, For there are ihree that bear vecord in
beaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghofl.
The command for baptifm, which is by our Lord’s
exprefs order to be performed in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.
Matt. xxviii. verfe 1g. Aad that apoftolic benedic-
tion, 2 Cor. xiil. verfe 14. The Grace of our Lord
Fefus Chrifty and the love of Gody and the com-
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mution of ihe Ioly Ghoffy, le with you all.  Auer.
‘Lo which may be added that moft folemn invoca-
tion of the apoftle Jobn, in the firft chapter of the
Revelation, where, addrefling the feven churches of
Afa, he fpeaks thus, Fobu 1o ihe feven churches which
are in Afia: grace be unto you, and peace from bim which
was, and which is, and which s to come : which is
the beft paraphrafis and explanation of the word JE-
novan that can be given, and which involves and
includes the three divine perfons: the Father by
him which is, he being the I am bat I am: the
Son by him which was, which was with God the
Father, and was God ; and the Spirit by him which
1s to come, who was promifed to come from the
Father and the Son, as the Comforter and Spirit of
Truth.  Grace and peace are prayed for from the
Father and the feven fpirits which are before the
throne, (4 e ) the Holy Spirit, who is but one in
perfonality, but is prayed to under the confideration
of his fevenfold influences towards and upon the
churches ; and the Spirit and Jefus Chrift are joined
together in this addrefs. So that prayer, which is
an acknowledgment of God, is here put up by an
infpired apoftle to all the three divine perfons,
which is a full and clear proof of their exiftence in
the Godhead, and of their coequality and coeffici-
ency. From the joint fuffrage, therefore of the
Old and New Teftament; from the plurabexpref-
fions of the one, and the plain and pofitive declara-
tions of the other, it will appear fully and clearly,
when thefe are properly ftated, and rightly explained,
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that there is a trinity of perfons in the one felf-exiftent
jewoevan, And, without going any further for proafs
of a diftin€& perfonality in the Deity, which if all were
brought that the Scriptures afford, well nigh the whole
of the infpirea volume muft be quoted. I procced
Secondly, to prove that each of thefe divine
perfons hath a joint concern in the works of cre-
ation, providence, and grace. God the Father is
faid to be the creator of the heavens and the earth.
Thus in the firt chapter of Genefis, In the begin-
wing God created the beaven and the earth. Again,
Haiah xlii. verfe 5. Thus faith God the Lovd, bhe
that created the beavens and [lrciched thewr out ; be
that [pread forth the earth, and that which cometh
out of it; he that giveth breath wunto the people
upon ity and [pirit to them that walk thevein. And it
is declared by Paul, in the 8th chapter of 1 Cor.
To us there is but one Gody, the Father, of whon are
all things; and inthe gd of the Ephefians, verfe g,
that ke created all things by Fefus Chrifly not as
an inftrument, but as a coefficient caufe. So that
in the firft chapter to the Hebrews, it is faid, zhas
by bim be made the worlds. And, that the Son and
Spirit were jointly concerned in this work, appears
from exprels Scripture. That in the 33d Pfalm, be-
fore quoted, fully proves it. By the word of the
Lord were the beavens made, and all the byl of
them by the breath of bis mouth. Here is an
exprefls mention of the eternal threc—the ZLord—
the word of the Lord—and the #Zreath of his
mouth—by whom the heavens and all the hofts were
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created and made. The apolftle John tells us, that
In the beginning, was the word, and the word was
with God, and the word was God. In which we
have an exprefs teftimony of the diftinét perfonality,
eternity, and deity of God the Scn. The begin-
ning, is the fame as Mofes in the firft chapter of
Genefis fpcaks of, and which our Lord calls the
beginning of the creation which God created. Mark
xiii. 1g. All before the creation was boundlefs
eternity.

None was before the world but Jenovan. To
be before the foundation of the world, before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever the earth
and the world was formed, is brought in by Mofes
in the goth Pfalm, as a proof of God’s eternity.
No angel, nor any creature was before the world.
For all things in heaven and earth were created in
the fpace of fix days. But the eflential word, the
wifdom and confubftantial Son of the Father, was
before the world, was prefent at the making of it,
and had his almighty power manifefted in it, and
by it. John declares, in the words before cited,
his perfonality, his eternity, and his divinity, and
proves it further by adding, all things were made
by bimy, and without bim was not any ithing made
that was made. John 1. verfes 1, 2, 3. Paul,
in the firk chapter of his epiftle to the Colofiians,
verfe the 16th, tells us that Chrift is the Creator.
For by bim were all things created that ave in
beaven, and ithat are in earth, vifible and invifible,
whether they be thromes, or dominions, or principa-
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lities, or powers ; all things were created by bimy—a
by his own almighty power, and for his own glory.
And then he gives us an everlaflting proof of his
eternal deity, and be is before all things; there
is his eternity., Aud by bim all things confift ;
thercin his omnipotent power is difplayed : it being
owing to omnipotence, that the whole creation is up-
held and fuftained. And the work of garnifhing the
heavens with ftars, is expreflsly afcribed to the Holy
Spirit. See Job xxvi. verfe 13. By bis fpirit be bath
garnifbed the beavens ; bis band bath formed the crooked
Jerpent.  And Elihu afcribes his creation and life un-
to him. Job xxxiii. verfe 4. The fpirit of God barh
made me, and the breath of the almighty hath given
me life. And the renewing the ewrth at every
returning fpring, which is a work of omnipo.
tency, is attributed unto him in the 104th Pfalm.
Thou fendeft  forth  thy fpirity, they are created :
and thou renewefl the face of the earth. And his
omnifcience and omniprefence are declared in
the 139th Plalm, verfes 7, 8, 9. Whither fhall
I go from thy fpirit 2 or whither fhall I flee
Jrom thy prefence 2 If I ajeend wup into heaven,
thou art there : if I make my bed in bell, bebold
thou avt theve: if I take ithe wings of the morn-
g’ and dwell in  the uttermoff  parts of the fea:
even there fhall thy band lead me, and thy right-
band fhall  bold me. Now thefe Scriptures af-
fert and prove that the eternal three are jointly
concerned in the creation of all things.

I go on to produce fuch others as fpeak of their
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joint concern in the works of Providence. I fhall
give an inftance of it in that remarkable affair of
bringing the children of Ifrael out of Egypt, and lead-
ing and condufling them through the wildernefs,
which is fpoken of by the prophet Ifaiah, in the
63d chapter of his propheey. T will mention the
loving kindncfles of the Lovd, and 1he praifes of the Lerd,
according 1o all that the Lord bath beflowed upon
us, and the great goodncfs towards the boufe of
Ifrael ; which be bath beflowed upon  them  according
10 bis mercies, and according to the multitude of bis
loving kindneffes.  For he faid, Surcly they are
my people, childven that will not lie: fo be was
their Saviour. In all  therr affiélion be was . af-
Jided ; and the angel of his prefence Javed them: in
bis Ileve and in bis pity be (Javed them or) re-
deemed them, and carvied them all the days of old :
but they vebelled and wexed bis Holy Spirii. Now
here is an exprefs mention of the eternal three,
as being jointly concerned in this affair of pro-
vidence. Here is Jemovau their Saviour, who
in all their afflitions fympathized with them. Here
is the angel of his prefence, fent by him to conduét
them to the place which he had appointed for them,
of whom Jenovan fpeaking to Mofes, faith, My
name is in bim ; that is, his perfeftions; for the
whole fulnefs of the Godhead dwelleth in Chrift Je-
fus fubfantially. And here is the Holy Spirit whom
they rebelled againft and vexed: fo that in this a&
of providence we fee all the trinity engaged and
concerned.
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The almighty power of the {pirit, and his con-
cern in the government of the world, are declared
in the goth of Ifaiah, Whe bath diveéled the fpivit
of the Lordy, or befng bis counfellor bath tought him 2
With awhwi teck be counfely, or who inflrued bim,
and tanght bin the path of jadgmenty, and laught him
%zzozzvfedge, cid  fhewed bim the way of underfland-
ing @ Bebold, the mnaticns ave but as a drop of a
buckety, and - ave counied as the fwall dufp of the
balance ; bebold ke taketh up the iles as a wvery
litile thing.  The affairs before referred to con-
cerning Nebuchadnezzar, fhew that each of the
eternal three is jointly concerned in providen-
tial events. Our Lord in the 5th of John’s gofpel,
faith, My Fuather worketh bhitherto, and I work:
fpeaking and referring to the work of Providence.
So that from his own true and faithful word, it £3-
pears that he is equally concerned in upholding,
governing, and difpoling of all things, with the Fa-
ther and the Spirit. We have a remarkable in-
ftance of it refpetiing the deftrutlion of Sodom.
When that awful providence was executed it is faid,
The Lovd rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrab, byim-
flone and fire, fromthe Lord out of beaven. Gen. xix.
verfe 24. Now here are two fpcken of, and to whom
can this be alcribed, but to Chrift the fecond perfon?
who appeared to Abraham and told him of the de-
firuttion of the places; whom Abraham fupplicates
and addrefles as the very true and effential Jenovan.
See Genefis xvili. verfe 22, &c. The angels had
no concern in this affair, for whenever it is {fpoken of
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in Scripture, it is afcribed unto God.  See Jerem. L.
verfe 40. Amos iv. verfe 11. And we know who
hath faid that, sbe Father judgeth uno man, but
bath commiited all judgment to the Som.  John v.
verfe 22.

I proceed to obferve and prove from f{cripture
teftimonies, that the three in Jemovanwu, have like-
wife a joint and equal concern in grace, in all the
afts of it towards us, in us, and upon us. Itis
the great promife contained in the Old Teltament,
that God the Father would fend a Saviour, a great
one, who fthould jfave bis people from their fins.
The perfon promifed is the Son of God. So faith
Ifaiah, Unto us a Child is borny, unto us a Son is
given, who is the mighty God.  lfaiah ix. verfe 6.
According, and agreeable to which are the Lord’s
words in Hofea, I will bave mercy upon ihe bonfe
of Fudab, and will fave them by the Lord their God.
In the 48th chapter, verfe 12, of Ifaiah, we have
Jenovan the Saviour fpeaking of himfelf as the
I am. The firt and the laft, whofe hand laid
the foundation of the earth, and whofe right hand
hath {panned the heavens, whofe voice they hear
and obey ; and he fpeaks of his being fent by the Fa-
ther and the Spirit, as the Saviour and Deliverer of
his people. Come ye mnear unto mey bear ye this, I
bave not [poken in fecret ; from the beginning, [from
the time that it was, there am I, and mow the Lord
God and bis Spirit bath fent me, verfe 16. Again
in the 61ft cbapter, verfe 1, we have an account



the coeffential Three, 17

of all the trinity, as concerned in falvation-work,
The Spirit of the Lovd God is upon me, becanfe
the Lord bath anointed me, &Jc. Here is the perfon
anointed ; here is the Anointer, the Lord God;
and here is the Anointing, the Spirit of the Lord
God. Nor can we be ignorant that this paffage belongs
to Chrift, feeing he explains it thus and applies it
to himfelf, in the 4th of Luke. The Son of God
in our nature was anointed with all the unétion of
the Spirit’s gifts and graces, who defcended and refted
upon him; who himfelf was the Spirit of the Lord
God, who proceeded from the Father and the Son;
and who with the Father and the Son is to be wortfhip-
ped and glorified. But, it being a work of too great
length for the limits of a fingle difcourfe, to quote all
the Scripture proofs that might be given, I fhall
refrain and confine myfelf to the following. In
the firft chapter of Peter’s firft Epiftle, we have the
cternal three mentioned, and their particular ats of
grace towards the elef, refpetting their falvation,
mentioned alfo. Elei2 according to the fore-know-
ledge of God the Fatber, through [faniiification of the
Spirit, uito the obedience, and the [prinkling of ihe
blood of Fefus Chrit s for fo the words fhould
be read, fays a great critic. In which Scripture
thefe alls of grace are afcribed to Father, Son, and
Spirit.  Elettion is afcribed and attributed to the
Father, redemption to the Son, and fantlification
to the Holy Ghoft. So likewife in the 3d chapter
to Titus, the apoftle involves the whole three per-
C
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fons, as jointly and equally concerned in our falva.
tion. In which Scripture the whole trinity is held
forth,  But after that the kindnefs and love of God
our Saviour {toward man appeared, not by works of
righteonfuefs, which we have done, but according 1o
bis mercy be faved wus, by the wafbing of vegene-
vation, and venewing of the Holy Ghoft ; which be
Sbed on us ( vichly, or) abundantly, throngh Fefus Chrift
onr Savicyr. God our Saviour in this paffage, is
God the Father, from whole kindnefs and love our
falvation proceeds; and which hath been manifefted
through the incarnation and work of Jefus Chrift
our Saviour, through whofe moft precious blood-
fhedding and prevalent interceflion, the Holy Ghoft
is fhed on us richly and abundantly. So in the firft
chapter to the Ephefians, all the atts of the Divine
perfons towards us, in us, and upon us, are taken
notice of. Blefled be the God and Father of our Lord
Fefus Chrifl, who bath blefled us with all [piritual ble/-
Sfings in beavenly places (or things) in Chrift : accord-
ing as be bath chofen us in him, before the foundation
of the world, that we fhould be holy, and without
blame before him in love: having predeflinated us
unto the adoption of children by Fefus Chril to
bimfelfy according to the good pleafure of his will:
to the praife of the glovy of bis grace, wherein be
Dath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we
have redemption through bhis bloody the forgivene/s of
[insy according to the riches of bis grace. And he oblerves
that thefe perfons were fealed with the holy fpirit
of promife, which is (faith he, verfe 14 ) 7he earngft
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of ouy inberitance until the vedemption of the purchafed
palfelfiony unto the praife of his glory.

Thus I have endeavoured from exprefs paflages
of Scripture to fhew, that the coequal and coeternal
three, are jointly and equally concerned in the works
of creation, providence, and grace.

I go on, Thirdly, to prove that each of the Divine
perfons is God and Lord ; and furely if the Scrip-
tures afcribe unto each of them the work of crea-
tion, providence, and grace, this will prove each
to be God and Lord. But I fhall in this mat-
ter more particularly confine myfelf to fuch Scrip-
tures as afcribe effential Deity unto them, from the
confideration of their boundle(s and immenfe per-
fettions. And here I fhall do litle elfe than quote
the inipired word, which will ftand good to all
cternity.,

Now God, as effentially confidered, is {felf-exiftent,
eternal, unchangeable, almighty, omnifcient, ommni-
prefent, infinite in holinefs, juftice, goodnefs, and
truth. And my work is to prove, that God is all
this, perfonally confidered.

And firfty as 1t réfpects the Divine Father, his
being before the world proves his eternity. Pf. xc.
verfe 2. As his name Jrumovax proves his necel-
fary felf-exiftence, Ifaiah xli. verfe 8, fo his own
exprefls declaration in the prophet Malachi proves
him unchangeable: [ am the Lord, I change
not. His being almighty, is declared in and by
all his works of nature, providence, and grace :
Abba, Father, fays Chriff ; all things are pofidle

Ce
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unto thee. Mark xiv. verfe 36. He is omnifcient :
I the Lovd fearch the beart, 1 iry the veins.  Jer.
wvii. verfe 10. He is omniprelent: Do not I fill
beaven and earth, faith the Lord ?  Jeremiah xxiii.
verfe 24. He is infinitely, effentially, and invariably
holy : Holy Father, is his ftyle and title : John XVil,
11. The Lord is rightcous in all bis ways, and holy in alt
bis works. PL. cxlv. 17. He is perfettly juft: He is the
juft Lord who will not do iniquity. ~ Zephaniah iiL. verfe
5. He is good: The Lord is good. PL cxviii. 1.
And, He is true. The Lord is the true God. Jeremiah
x. 10. Now as all thefe Scriptures prove him to
be God and Lord, and his being exprelsly called
God and Lord.—The Lord is the true God: And
the incommunicable name Jenovaun being alcribed
moft juftly unto him, Pflaim Ixxxiit. 18, he making
himfelf known alfo by this name, Exodus vi. 3, and
the Deity of the Father not being difputed, 1
fhall reflt this truth upon the foundation of the ef-
fential perfe@ions of Deity, which thofe Scriptures
referred to, afcribe to Jemovan the Father, as
perfonally confidered, praying that it may be re-
membered by the reader, that the fountain of the
Divine perfons is the boundlefs eflence, or Godhead,
and that the diftin&tion of the Divine perfons in
the Godhead, is as eternal as the nature of God;
that it is by a neceflity of nature, ecach being
felf-exiftent, felf-fufficient, diltin&t in perfonality,
but coequal, coeflential, and confubftantial in
Deity.

I thell go on to prove, fecondly, that all the
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effential perfeflions of Deity, fuch as eternity, im-
menfity, omnipotence, omnifcience, immutability,
neceflary and f{elf-exiftence, are equally afcribed
and attributed to the Son, as being coeflential and
confubftantial with the Father; of which we have a full
proof in thefe words, for in bim dwelleth all the fulnefs
of the Godbead bodily. Col. ii. g. * Which is to be
“ underftood of the Godhead, as fubfifting in the
¢ perfon of the Son of God, and not as {ubfifting in the
‘¢ perfon of the Father, or of the Spirit.” Dr. Givrr.

The eternity of Chrift is afferted in, and may be
concluded from his own exprefs declaration. Be-
Jore Abrabam was, I am ; which is agreeable to
his expreflion in the 43d of lfaiah, I, even I, am
the Lord, and bcfides me ihere is no Savioyr.  His
Divine Father addreffes him thus, in the 4s5th
Plalm, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.
Paul fays, Col. i. verfe 17, He (i.e.) Chrift,
is before all things; {o that here is proof of his
eternity. John fays, be was in the beginning with
God. And the prophet Micah f{pcaking of him,
chapter v. verle 2, faith, whofe goings forth bave
been from of old, from everlafling.

He bears and wears the eflential names and titles
which are equally afcribed to the Father, fuch as
God ; the Lord God of the boly prophets ; King of Kings ;
ard Lord of Lovds ; the living God ; the true God ; the
great God ; the only wife God ; God over ally bleffed for
every, Amen. See John i. 1. Rev. xxii. 6. ch. xix. 16.
Heb. iii. 12. 1 Johnv. 20. Tit.1i. 13. Jude 2.
Rom, ix, 5.

C3
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The apoftle afferts that Chrift is immutable and
unchangeable, in the firft and laft chapters to the
Hebrews :  Thou, Lord, (or Jeuovamn) in the begin-
ning bafl laid the foundation of the earth ; and the
beavens are the works of thine bands. They fball
perifby but thou vemainefl : and they all fball wax old as
doth a gaymenl ; and as a veflure fhalt thou change them,
(ory jold them up ) and they fhall be changed : but thoy
art the fame, and 1hy years fhall not fail : firft chap-
ter, 10th, 11th, and 12th verfes. Fefus Chriff the
Jame ycflerday, and to-day, and for ever, 13th chapter
verfe 8. That Chrift is almighty is declared and
manifefted in his works of creation, providence, and
grace; and 1s exprelsly declared by himfelf. 71 am
Alpba and Omega, the beginning and the ending, faith
the Lovd, which isy and which was, and which is to come,
the Almizhty.  Revelation, chapter i. verfe 8. Is
Omnifcience an atribute of Deity ? It is in the
Son of God  Thefe things faith the Son of God, all
the churches fhall know that I am be which [earcheth the
veins and bearts.  Revelation, chap. ii. verfes 18 and
23. The word of God (i.e. the effential word) 7s
quick, and powerful, and foarper than any two-edged fword,
pievcing even to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit,
and of ihe joints and marrow, and is a difcerner of the
thoughts and intents of the beart. Neither is there any
creature that is not manifeft in bis fight : but all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of bim with whom we
have 1o do. Heb. chap. iv. verfes 12 and 13. Omni-
prefence belongs likewife unto him. No man batl:



the coeffential Three. 23

afcended up to beaven, but be that came down from bea-
veny even the Son of man which is in beaven. John iii.
verle 13. He was in the worldy, and the world was
made by bim, and the world knew bimnor. John i, verfe 10.
And he hath promifed to be with his church always
even 1o the end of the world, which he could not be,
were itnot for the immenfity of his Divine nature, and
which this promife fervesto be a proofof. He is like-
wile infinitcly, effentially, and invariably holy ; for in
bim dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godbead fubflantially,
Coloflians ii. verfe 9. And his ftyle and title is
the Holy One of Ifrael, and his maker. llaiah xlv.
verfe 12.

The incommunicable name Jrumovam, is given
unto him. Zech. ii. 10. Pf. Ixxxiii. 18. Jer. xxiii. 6.
This is the name whereby he fhall be called, The Lord
onr righteoufuefs. He is exprefsly called God and
Lord. Stephen recommends his departing {pirit to
him, and while the enemies were floning him, he
calls upon Chrift, laying, Lord Jefus receive my Jpirit.

Having, I truft, given you infallible fcripture
evidence, that all the effential perfeftions of Deity
dwell in the Son of God, who by eflential union
with the Godhead, is coequal and coeternal with
the Father, and the Spirit; I fhall make the fol-
lowing quotation, which will further confirm this
truth: Jeumovanis the peculiar and incommunicable
name of the Divine effence, fubfifting in a plurality,
(7 e.) a trinity of perfons. A learned writer
(Mr. SpearMAN) obferves, JEHoOVAH is the Being
neceffarily exifting of and from himfelf, with all ac-
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tual perfeclion originally in his effence. John ex-
prefles it by He which is, and which was, and which is to
come. Rev.i. 4, 8, 11, 17. compared with ch. iv. 8.
It would be almoft endlefs to quote all the paffages
of Scripture wherein the name Jrmovau is applied
to Chrift. Let thofe therefore who own the Scrip-
ture as the rule, and yet doubt of his effential Deity,
only compare in the original Scriptures, Ifa. vi, 15,
with John xii. 41. Ifa. xlv. 24, 25, and Jer. xxiii.
5, 6, with Aéls xiii. gg. 1 Cor. i. go, 31. vi. 11.
Ifa. xl. g, with Matt. iii. 1, 3. Mark i. g. Luke iii.
35 4. John i. 23. Mal. iii. 1, with Mark i. 2, 3.
Ifa. xlin. g, with Rev. 1. 17, 18. Joel ii. g2 or
35, and I think they cannot mifs of a fcriptural
demonftration, that Jesus is Jemovan, fays the
Rev. Mr. Parknurst, in his Hebrew and Englifh
Lexicon, page 173, 174.

I proceed to fhew, thirdly, that the fame bound-
lefs perfettions of eternity, immenfity, omnipotence,
omniprefence, omnifcience, immutability, neceflary
and felf-exiftence, are equally afcribed and attri-
buted to the Holy Ghoft, as being coequal and con-
fubftantial with the Father and the Son, who is by
effential union with the Godhead, one with the
Father and the Son.

He 1s called God, A&s v. 4, and Lord and God,
1 Cor. xil. 5,6. He is eternal, and this he muft
be, he being prefent at the creation of all things,
as we obferved before, whofe concern in creation
we have already taken notice of.

He is called the Eternal Spirit, in Heb. ix. 14.
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And he being Jemovan, muft alfo be felf-exiftent
and immutable. He is omnifcient, and omni-
prefent, as appears from the 13gth Pfalm, and
from Alts v. 3. He is the objett of divine wor-
fhip, equally with the Father and the Son, and is
joined with them in baptifm. All the prophets and
apoftles were infpired by him. Hboly men of God [pake
as they were moved by the FHoly Ghoff. 2 Pet. 1. 21.
He it was who teftified before, in the prophets,
and by their writings, the fufferings of Chrift, and
the glory that fhould follow. It was by him the
human nature of Chrift was formed; it is by him
that finners are regenerated and quickened up to new
and f{piritual life. He raifed up the New Tefta-
ment church, and is the author of all {piritual gifts
and graces. He is the Lord and giver of all {pi-
ritual life. He furnifhed the apoftles for the im-
portant work affigned them by Chrift, and ftill qua-
lifies and beftows upon his churches, paftors after
his own heart, 2o feed them with knowledge and
underflanding. A believer in Chrift need only look
into the Bible, and he will have inconteftible proof
of the Divinity of the Holy Ghoft; for who could
declare the deep things of God, and difcover and
reveal all the fecrets of Deity, but he, who in
his perfonality, is coequal, coeflential, and coeter-
nal with the Father and the Son; of whom 1t is
{aid, that be fearcheth all things, yea, the deep things
of God. 1 Cor.1i, 10. The Scriptures were given
by the infpiration of the Holy Spirit. So faith
the prophet David. The Spirit of the Lovd God
Jpake by mey, and bis word wasin my longue. 2 Sam,
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xxiit. ver, 2. A real Chriftian hath in himfelf an
everlafting proof and evidence of the eternal power
and omnipotence of the Spirit in regeneration, and
the work proves the agent to be God. For who
can raife the fpiritually dead, and quicken them and
impart everlafting life unto them, but the {pirit of
the living God, who is in himfelf and of himfelf,
the life-giving Spirit ? The apoftle addrefles the Holy
Spirit in that prayer of his, recorded in 2 Thel. iii.
ver. 5. And the Lord direil your bearts into the love of
God, and to the patient waiting for Chriff. And he is
ftyled God by Peter, Atls v. verle 4.  Thou bafl not
bied unto men but unto God. And he is called both God
and Lord in the 1ft of Corinthians xii. verfes 4, 5, 6.
Now there are diverfities of gifts, but the Jame [pivit. And
there arve differences of adminiflrations, but the fame Lord.
And there are diverfities of operations, but it is the fame
God which worketh all in all.  He 1s eflentially and
immutably holy, and his proper title is zhe Holy
Spirit.  He 1s invoked to breathe upon his garden,
the church, Canticles iv. verfe 16. He is called
Lord God. Jenovan, the incommunicable name,
expreflive of the incommunicable nature, is given
him in the 3d chapter of Ezekiel, from the 24th
to the end of the 27th verfe ; and alfo in the g1ft
chapter of Jeremiah, verfe 33.

And here I'would obferve, that this name Jenovau,
belongs to each of the Divine perfons, and that all
of them as coexiftent in the Godhead by effential
union, are the one incomprehenfible God. That the
name JeEnovan belongs to the firlt perfon cannot
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be denied, and that it is given unto him, none will
difpute. His name alone is Jemovawu ( though not 1o
the exclufion of the Son and Spirit) the moft bigh over all
the earth. That it belongs to Chrift, and that it
is given unto him, cannot be denied, when we
read that the children of Ifrael at Meribah tempted
Jeuovam, which the apoftle tells us exprefsly was
Jefus the rock of falvation. 1 Cor. x. 4, 9. And
in the 1oth chapter of Zachariah, and laft verle, we
have this remarkable promife, And I will flrengtben
them in the Lord, and they fhall walk up and down in bis
wame, [aith the Lord, which belongs to the Holy Spirit.
JeHoOvVAH, the incommunicable name, is alfo given to
our Jefus in the 12th chapter of this prophecy ; read
fram the 8th verfe onwards, and you will find that
Jenovan, who promifed to defend the inhabitants
of Jerufalem, promifeth alfo, to pour upon the
houfe of David and the inhabitants of Jerufalem,
the fpirit of grace and fupplication; and you need
only look into the 1gth chapter of John, verfe g7.
and yon will find this to be our Jefus, for the
evangelift there applies Zachariah’s prophecy to Chrift.
Having thus far proceeded, from exprefs teltimonies
“of Scripture to prove, that eternity, immenfity, om-
nifcience, immutability, holinefs, truth, and every
effential perfettion belong to the uncreated Spirit;
by way of a confirming proof, I refer to the follow-
ing Scriptures, Genefis i. verfe 2. Hebrews ix.
14. Job xxiv. 13. Pfalm cxxxix. 7.. Plalm civ.
go. 1 Corinthians ii. 10, 11.  Aéls v. 8, 4. Ephe-
fians i. 13. And proceed to obferve, that
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He is fpoken of by Chrift as the Spirit of truth.
And that all eflential perfetiions dwell in him, is
naturally to be inferred from his fearching all things,
yea, the deep things of God: and from the incom.
municable name Jeumovan being given unto himn,
as it is in the paffage in Ezekicl before referred unto,
and likewile mn ifaiah, chapter vi, verfe 8, as will
appear by Paul’s application of it to the Holy Ghoft
in the laft chapter of the Adls, verle 25, &c. Je-
HovaH, whofe voice the prophet heard, and by
whom he was fent on his prophetic office, Paul
tells us was the Holy Ghoft. The incommunicable
name Jexmovawn, is alfo given to him: Jer. xxxi.
g1. Heb. x. 15.

I go on therefore, laftly, to confider that the
three in Jemovan bear their joint tefltimony con-
cerning the f{alvation of eletl finners by Jefus Chrift.
And it will not be amifs, to confider it as one of
the chiefeft defigns of God in the revelation which
he hath given us of his mind and will, to make
known unto us, and fet before us, that covenant
of grace which obtained among the perfons in Deity
before all worlds, ftyled the everlafling covenant,
which the Lord calls my covenant, and is, bis boly
covenani: in which the Holy Father, the Holy Word,
and the Holy Spirit are jointly concerned and en-
gaged. And here I would obferve, that though
there are three perfons in the Godhead, yet there is
but one will in God, and that it is the diftin& atts
of that will in the Divine perfons, which give form
and being to the covenant of grace.
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The Scriptures reveal the love of the Father as
propofing,—the love of the Son as engaging,—and
the love of the Holy Spirit in revealing this great
grace of falvation from all our fins and miferies. God
Jo loved the world, that be gave bis only-begotten Son. In
this was manifefled the love of God towards us, be-
canfe that God fent bis ouly-begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through bim.  Chriff aifo bath lved
usy and bath given bimfelf for us, an offeving and a fa-
crifice 1o God for a fweet finclling favour. And the Holy
Spirit’s love is exprefsly mentioned, Romans xv.
verfe 3go. Now I befeech you, brethren, for the Lord
Felus Chriffs fake, and for the love of the Spirit, &9e.
The Holy Ghoft was concerned in the great offer-
ing, which Chrift made of himfelf for the fins
of his people ; hence the apoftle fpeaks thus, For
if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the afbes of
an heifer [prinkling the unclean, fanclifierh to the purifying
of the flefh ; bow much more foall the blood of Chrift,
who through the cternal Spivit offered bimfelf without
Jpor to God, purge your confiience from dead works to
Jerve the living God 2 Hebrews ix, verfes 13 & 14.
The Father hath fent the Son to be the faviour
of the elett world. The word hath been made flefh.
God was manifeft in the flefh, and the ends of his
living and dying are anfwered. Fe bath put away fin
by the facrifice of bimfelf; hath brought in everlafting
righteoulnels, and made peace by the blood of bis crofs.
And the Holy Spirit hath been pleafed, and fill
does and will continue to reveal Chrift in the word,
and by it, to the hearts of Chrift’s purchafed ones,

1
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teftifying 1hat God hath given to them eternal life,
and that this life is in bis Son; for the eternal threc
have enafled it by a divine record, properly made
and enrolled in the court of heaven, and they
themlelves are the witneffes of it. Wondrous Grace !
And they are very highly honoured when poor
finners are drawn to believe it, and give full cre-
dit to, and rely wholly upon it.  All which be-
ing made known in the written word, the Holy
Spirit draws poor f{inners by it to Chrift for life
and falvation. And whoever recciveth God’s tefli-
mony concerning Chrift, batb fet to bis feal that God
#5 true, 'The Scripture may be confidercd as the
Father’s teltimony concerning Jefus. And this is his
will, that whofoever fecth the Son, and believeth on bim,
Soould have everlafiing Iife.  And to cvery f{uch perfon
he declares, I will be merciful to your umviphteoufucfs,
and your fins and your iniguities will I vemember no more.
And this 1s Chrift’s teftimony that he hath given in the
word and left upon record, Him that comcth unto me,
Fwill 1n no wife caft ont.  And this is the Holy Spirit's
teftimony, Whofoever willy let him take the water of
life freely. May it be given unto us to believe on
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and to receive the teftimony
(or record ) of the Father in our hearts ;that through
the grace of the Spirit, we may be fealing God’s
truth by our faith. And feeing, that ¢bis is a faithfu]
Jaying and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriff Fefus
came into the world to fave finners ; and as the cternal
three bear record to this truth, may we daily feal
it by frefh alls of faith, and fay, this is my afl
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and deed ; and through grace, honour the holy and
eternal three, by trulting to and in the finithed
{alvation of the Son of God for everlafling life.
And here it moft juftly deferves to be confidered
by us, how fure the falvation of the ele€t is. The
eternal three by their joint council and covenant,
confirmed with their joint oath, declare that there
is life and f{alvation for every one that believeth
in Jefus. They have fet their joint {eals to con-
firm the faith of believing fouls. God the Father
hath fet his feal in eternal, perfonal, unconditional
elettion. The foundation of God [flandeih fure, baving
this  feal, the Lord knoweth ihem that are bis.
2 Tim. ii. verfe 1g. The Son hath fet his feal,
even his blood, which is the feal of the new and
everlafting covenant, whereby it is confirmed and
ratified, that redemption work is finifhed, and the
fruit of it is the forgrvene/s of [fins, according to the
riches of bis grace.  The Holy Spirit fets his feal
alfo, for it is by him, that believers are fealed
unto the day of rvedemption. As each of the divine
perfons hath manifefted himfelf in the covenant
of grace, and revealed himfelf in the word, where
the Father’s love, the Son’s falvation, and the Spirit’s
grace are made known, fo believers have each of
the Divine perfons dwelling in them, and have real
fellowfhip with each of them.

The apoftle fpeaking to the faints at Corinth, faith,
Know ye moty that ye are the temple of the living God,
and that the Spivit of God dwelleth in you ¢ And again,
Xe ave the temple of the living God, as God hath faid,
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Faill dwell in them, and walk in them ; and T will
be their God and they fhall be my people. That the
Father dwelleth in them appears from 1 John iv.
verfes 12 and 13. If we love one anothery, God dwelleth
in us, and bis love is perfelled in wus. Hereby know
we that we dwell in bim and be in us, becaufe be
bath given us of bis fpirit. That God the Father
is here fpoken of, is evident from the next words,
which are thele, And we bave feen and do teflsfy, that
the Father fent the Son to be the faviour of the world,
verfe 14. And that the Spirit dwelleth in believers,
is evident from their being faid 'to be his temple.
What, know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghofi which is in you? 1 Cor. chap. vi. verfe 1g.
See likewife in Romans chap. viil. verfe 11. And as
it refpetts Chrift, he is faid z0 dwell in our bearts by
Saith.  And to be in us the hope of glory. Ephef.
chapter iii. verfe. 17. Coloflians i. verfe 27.
And as it refpefls believers having fellowthip with
the Divine perfons, John declares in his own name, and
for others alfo, Truly our fellowfbip is with the Father,
and with bis Son Fejus Chril.  And that all this is
through the grace of the Holy Spirit, appears from
thefe words, For through bim we loth bave an accefs
by ome Spirit unto the Father. Ephefians, chapter ii.
verfe 18.  So that from hence it appears, that real
faints have in themfelves, an inconteftible proof and
evidence of the dottrine of the trinity, by the real
and experimental fellowfhip which they have with
them by faith in prayer and praife, and in all their
fpiritual exercifes. And, indeed, this will be their
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perfett happinefs in heaven, fully to enjoy perfeét and
uninterrupted fellowthip with the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft; who will through the God-man as the
medium, fully poffefs their fouls, and fill them
brimful with eternal glory.

O'! that you may be daily experiencing the Fa-
ther’s love in your own hearts, by faith in the Son’s
falvation, through the gracious influences of the blef-
fed Spirit; that you may be afcribing bleffing and glory
to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
three perfons in one glorious and incomprehenfible
Godhead ; to whom be equal and moft exalted
prailc, for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMON II

Gop’s TEsTIMONY OF HIs Son.
W
Martuew, Chap. iii. Part of Verfe 17.

This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam well pleafed.

THESE words contain the Father’s teftimony

concerning Chrift, and which was declared upon

the following occafion. In order to prepare the

minds of the people of the Jews, and fill them with

the expettation of Chrift’s manifeftation in the flefh,
D



