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SERMON XIX.

THE Lorp THE INsTRUCTOR, TEACHER,
AND GuibpE OF His PEOPLE.

e

Psarm xxxii. Ver. 8.

I will infiruc? thee, and teach thee in the way which thon
SJbalt go: 1 will guide 1hee with mine eye.

T hath plealed God, the Holy Spirit, in and by

the facred Scriptures, to inform us of, and to fet
before us, thefe three great and grand particulars,
the knowledge of which hath a great influence in the
real experience of all believers in Chrift Jefus. The
firft is, the economical, feedral, and mutual tranfac-
tions and engagements of the coequal and coeternal
perfons in the felf-exifting effence with each other, in
that council and covenant which obtained and took
place between them ; in which they engaged before
time began on the behalf, and for the benefit of the
elett humanrace. The fecond is, hosw the Holy and
Eternal Three {tand related toward, and are engaged by
covenant ftipulation, promife, and oath, to thofe besrs
of promife.  And the third is, in what way thofe blef-
fings, which flow from the Father’s love, through the
channel of the Son’s mediation, are manifefted and
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brought home by the Holy Spirit’s gracious revela-
tion, teftimony, influences, and operation, to the fouls
of the ele@, affording them thereby fpiritual percep-
tion, experience, and evidence, in their own minds,
of thofe divine eternal realities which are fet before
them in thofe myfteries of grace, by which they are
brought to know the covenant of the trinity—the fal-
vation which is the effeét of it—the bleflings and bene-
fits flowing from it, and their own perfonal intereft
and portion therein: this knowledge divinely {up-
ports their faith and hope, and encourages them to go
on from ftrength to ftrength, until they receive the
end of their faith, the {alvation of their fouls. The
plalm before us, is a pfalm of inftruétion ; it delcribes
the bleffednefs of the man unto whom the Lord im-
puteth righteoufnefls without works. Bleffed is be who/e
tranfgreffion is forgiven, whofe fin is covered. DBlefled
i5 the man wunto whom the Lord imputelb not iniquity.
There are three words in thefe verfes which dif-
cover the nature of fin; and three words in them
which difcover the nature of pardon. Tran/oreffion,
JSin, and 7niguity, difcover the nature of fin: thus, by
Tranfgreffion (or, prevarication) fome underftand fins
of omiffion and commiflion: by S8z, thofe inward
inclinations and motions, whereby the foul {werves
from the law of God, and which are the imme-
diate caufes of external fins: Iwiguity denotes ori-
ginal fin, the root of all.  Of the three words which
imply pardon or forgivenefs, it is faid that the firft
word, forgiven, fignifies to take away, to bear, to
carry away, referring to the manner whereby it is
Ccy
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done—byatonement and expiation. The fecond word,
covered, alludes, as fome think, to the covering of
the Egyptians in the Red Sea: I fhould rather con-
ceive the reference is to the mercy-feat, the propitia-
tory. ‘The third word 1s fZipute.  Pardon of fin con-
{ifts in the non-imputation of it. Grotius thinks this
~ plalm was fung upon the great day of atonement,
which, In obedience to the Lord’s command, was
annually oblerved by the Jews; and furely it may be
fafely faid, no one in the facred collettion could be
more properly {uited to the folemnity. When they
had been viewing in type and figure all their fins,
iniquittes, and tranfgreflions laid upon the {cape goat,
a type of our Lord Jefus Chrift, on whom the Lord
hath laid the iniquities of us all, and whom they by
faith looked unto as the great antitypical {cape goat,
they might well fing and fay, Blefed is he whofe
tranfgreffion is forgiven, whofe fin is covered. Bleffed is the
wnan unto whom the Lord imputeth mot iniguity. Having
viewed their {ins imputed unto, put upon, and carried
away in the type and figure by the animal unto a land
not inhabited, and themfelves typically cleanfed and
difcharged from them, their minds imprefled with the
folemn tranfatlions which had pafled between God
and the Lamb, and how thofe great atls would be
manifefted in 2be acceptable year of the Lovd, and ife
day of vengeance of our Gody when Chrift would appear
and put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf; it dif-
pofed them to break forth in declaring the molt pre-
cious henefits which would flow forth upon the eledt,
as the caonfequence of Chrift’s moft precious blood-
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thedding. Pardon of finis a blefling indeed ; and it ap-
pears to us to be fo, when we confider the nature and
extent of what is pardoned —zranforeffion, fin, iniquity s
and the author of the pardon. God was i Chrifl, recon-
ciling the world unto bimfelfy not imputing theiv tve/paffcs unio
themy 2 Cor. v. 19. Pardoned finners, 7. e. {uch as
have had a maniicftation of pardoning mercy brought
home to their hearts by the Holy Ghotft, are truly
humbled for fin; a feeling {enfe of it melts the heart
and makes it contrite: fin is then rightly confeiled,
and God is glorified for the free forgivenefls of it.
His boundlefs mercy isincreafingly prized in the grow-
ing fenle of the exceeding finfulnefs of fin, which is
followed with more hatred of, and more villery
over it.  Such, though not without fin, cannot allow
them[tlves in the commiffion of it. The pfalmift
declares his own expericnce, that when fin lay
upon bis mind, he for a feaflon negletted to humble
himf{elf before God by confeflion.  When I kept
Sfilence, my bones waxed old ; thvough my voaring all the day
long,  Tor day and night thy band was heavy upon me:
my moiflure is turued inlo the dronght of fumnimer.  Sclib.
This brought him to feek the Lord f{uitably to his
prefent cale. I ackmowledge sy fin unto thee, and niine
iniquity bave I not hid: I faid, I will confe/s my tran/-
grelfions wnto the Lovd ; and thou forgavei the iniquity of
my Jin. Selab. Having given an account of his cafe,
and of the Lord’s goodnels to him upou his prayer and
confeflion of {in, he adds, For this shail every one rhat
15 godly, pray unto theey in a time when thou mavefi te found,
i. e. godly perfons would be cncouraged from the
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fuccefs he had met with in acknowledging fin, to take
a like flep, and make their fupplications alfo to the
Lord for a manifeftative fenfe of pardon in time of
foul diftrefs, which is a time when the Lord will be
found of them. The fafety and fecurity of fuch are
thus exprefled : Surely in the floods of great waters, they
fhall not come nigh unto bim. Upon which, he breaks
out with triumph, faying, Thou art my biding-place,
thou fbalt preferve me from trouble : thou fhall compafs me
about with fings of deliverance. Selab. And then come
in the words of our text, [ will infruct thee, and teach
thee in the way which thou fbalt go: I will guide thee with
mine eye. Which words contain {upport, ftrength,
and comfort for the children of the moft high God.
In my prefent difcourfe from them, I will briefly
treat the whole under the following heads or fettions :

Firft, confider the blefling of divine inftruttion,
and what thofe leffons of inftruétion are, which the
Lord is pleafed to teach his people.

Secondly, how the Lord makes his inftrutions
effe@lual, by teaching his people the way in which
they fhould go. And,

Thirdly, how he becomes their guardian, and afts
as fuch, moft gracioufly to them.

We will, in the firft place, treat of the blefling of
divine inftruétion, and give a brief hint of what thofe
leflons -are which the Lord is pleafed to teach his
people. As itrefpects the blefling of divine infiruétion,
no words can {pcak nor heart conceive it, It is a
blefling which proceceds from the everlafting cove-
nant, and is the real fruit and effect, proof and mani.
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feftation of the Father’s everlafting good-will and love
to his bleffed children in Chrift Jefus. The Scrip-
tures exprefs it frequently thus: I will grve them an
beart to know me, that I am the Lord, and they fball be my
people, and I will ke their God, Jer. xxiv. 7. 1, faith
the Lord, will put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their bearts, and will e thetr God, and
they fhall be my people. They fball all know me, from the
leaft of ibem unto the greateft of them, faith the Lord:
Jor 1 will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their fin mo more, Jer. xxxi. 83, 34.— Let bim that
glovieth, glory in this, that be undevflandeth, and knoweth
me, that I am the Lord, which exercife loving-kindnefs,
Judgment and righteoyfue/s in the earth: for in thefe things
1 delight, faith the Lord, Jer.ix.e24. The neceffity of
divine inftration arifes from the ignorance, finfulnefs,
and emptinels of the fallen creature. We cannot
know the Lord, nor have the leaft {piritual concep-
tion, or good thought of Jefus Chrift, without the
divine infpiration and teaching of the Holy Spirit.
And it is his facred oflice, according to the economy
of the covenant of grace, to teach zhe fimple, and
make them wife unto_falvation, through faith which is in
Chrift Fefus. 'Thus i1t is declared of and concerning
him in the written word, Good and upright is the Lord :
therefore will be teach finners in the way, Pfla. xxv. 8,
Sinners are the fubjefts on whom he works; eleét
ones are {uch to whom he becomes their teacher, and
he teaches them Chrift, the way to the Father, and
teaches them to walk in him with growing ftrength, fo
that they find 7be wway of righteonfuefs is lifey and in the
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pathway thereof there is no death ; and that the way of
the Lord is firength to the wuprighi. God, the Holy
Spirit, is the teacher and inftruétor of the Lord’s
people, according to the promife, A/l thy children fhali
be taught of the Lord, 1fa. liv. 13. And he is infal-
lible. He quickens elett finners with {piritual life,
which life is manifefted by their fceling the guilt and
burthen of fin; by their unfcigned forrow for, and
hatred of it ; and by their groaning under a fenfe and
perception of their fpiritual maladies. He teaches
them to pray, puts them upon crying to the Lord
for mercy, fhews them that God hath no mercy to
difpenfe to {inners out of Chrift; that his mercy is
covenant mercy, beftowed upon finners on the ac-
count of the incarnation, obedience, agony, and foul-
travail of Chrift; and fhuts up all relief which the
poor foul might be feeking from every other quarter.
He enlightens the underftanding of the awakened per-
fon, to take in from the word, by little and liitle, the
knowledge of Chrift; by which means he leads the
foul to an acquaintance with what Jefus did and
fuffered to take away fin. He infiruéts the foul by
informing the mind and illuminating the underftand-
ing to conceive perfetlly, aud apprehend fpiritually
the all-fufficiency of Chrift and his falvation, by which
means he divinely draws the heart to relt on Chrift
a'one for everlafting life and falvation. Having thus
far wrought upon, and brought the finner ous of dark-
nefs into bis marvellous light, he inftruéts him further
into the knowledge of God the Father, and his Son
Jelus Chrifk : for the path of the jufl is as the fbining
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light, which fhineth more and more unto the perfed day.
The Holy Spirit is plealed to open the {piritual under-
ftanding, which he gives in regenera‘ion, whereby we
underftand Chrift, and the things of Chrift, more and
more. He inftruéls further, and leads his people into
the myflery of God, and of the Father, and of Chriff. He
explains and applics the Scriptures unto them, makes
them the ground of their faith, and the experience of
their hearts ; gives them inward, {weet, {piritual com-
munion with Chiift, in and from the word, which
caufes them to prize it more than gold, yea, than much
Sine goldy as they find and have evidence in them-
felves that Chrift’s lips are full of grace, and drop
fuch fweet, favory, and encouraging promifes, into
their minds, as caufe them to fay, bis lips are like

ilies dropping [weet fmelling myrrb. By this divine,
facred, and heavenly agent, the Holy Spirit, the
Lord’s people are taught the faving knowledge of
God. He nforms their minds, and inftruéts them in
knowing what the Lord is to them, what his thoughts
are of them, what he hath done for them, how he
hath loved them with an everlafting love, chofen
them 1 Chrilt before the foundation of the world,
bleffed them in him with all fpiritual bleflings, and
hath given Chrift for them, and gives his Son, with
all the benefits, bleflings, and comforts of his falva-
tion to them, folemnly promifing that he will never
turn away from them from doing them good; and
engaging to put his fear in their hearts, that they
fhall not depart fromn him, Fer. xxxii. 40. By which
divine leffons of inftruttion the Lord’s children are
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comforted, eftablifhed, and grow into Chrift; fo as
to be rooted and grounded in him, and to grow up
in Chrift in an experimental fellowfhip and commu-
nion with bim. The divine mitruttions of the Holy
Spirit are edged with his power, and accompanied with
his own influences, and believers, by means of fpi-
ritual and temporal trials, find the abfolute need they
have of attending tothem. There are none of the Lord’s
beloved ones without temptations, afflittions, trials,
and griefs: nor are thefe needlels, but promoce, in
a {ubferviency to the will of the Holy Spirit, the
improvement, increafe, and growth of their grace.
The greateft afflittion in this werld which the believer.
feels and groans under, is the body of {in and death.
He knows and feels the plague of bis ciwn beart, experi-
ences his own fore, and finds the beart knoweth bis ovon
bitternefs. There is no crofs like it: no forrow com-
parable to what arifes from 1t: no evil equal with it:
nor is there any flying from it. "The believer would
fink under 1it, but for the Holy Spirit who inftrutts
him how to calt this durthen upon the Lovd ; how to
look unto, and exercife faith upon the facrifice of
Chrift; and how to hold communion with him, though
feeling the weight, load, and burthen of his {inful na-
ture. He infltruéts fuch into the nature of that great
gofpel promife, Sin fhall not have dominion over you : for
ye are not under the law, but undev grace.  He teaches
the believer how to hold communion with Chrift at
fuch a time ; and conveys {uch thoughts of Chrift to
the mind, and gives fuch knowledge of Chrift in thofe
feafons and hours of foul confliét and diftrefs, as
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exceed what is taught and learned on other occa-
fions; for, by inftrufting the real believer how to im-
prove that great gofpel truth, that Jefus Chrift bath
loved usy and wafbed us from our fins in bis own blood,
and giving us clearly to fee from his teftimony in the
word, that Chrift hath removed all fin, and every
thing which belongs to it, as it refpetts his members,
out of the fight of law and juftice, by the facrifice of
his body and foul, in union with his perfon, once
clfered upon the crofs; the believer is enabled in
the clear and true belief hereof to triumph in Chrift
over the whole body of fin and death, knowing that
there is therefore now mo condemnation to them which
are in Chrift Fefus. Aflli€tions and griefs of different
forts and kinds, are all of them uleful in their place,
and {erve to make way for the believer to take the
fafter hold of Chrift—to live upon bim wholly—to
trult him fully—to roll himfelf, with all his cares,
upon him, from a perfuafion that the Lord careth for
him. Yea, thefe things ferve for the Lord to demon-
ftrate his friendfhip, to manifeft his love, to commu-
nicate his grace, impart his comforts, to difplay his
mercy, to fulfil his promifes, to make them good to
us in our own particular cafes and experiences ; and
fo to confirm our faith of intereft in him and his fal-
vation, as to give caufe for holy joy and delight in
him, and evidence to us, that they which fow in tears,
Jball reap in joy; that, be who goeth Sfovih and weepeth,
bearing precious feed, fball doubtlefs come again with re-
Joicing,y bringing bis fbeaves with bim. All the divine in-
ftruttion of the Spirit, tends to lead from fIf to Chrift,



400 Tire Lord ibe Infirutor,

to direft to a fixation and living upon Chrift, to an
improvement of our graces and experiences by fundry
temptations, trials, and afflitions; and to teach us the
nature of the divine promifes, the freenefls of grace,
the ftability of the covenant, the perfettion of Chrilt’s
work, and our f{afety and fecurity in the Lord; to
the intent, that we may truft m him for ever, in whom
is everlafiing flrength. Having given a brief rehearfal
of thofe leflons of divine inftrution which the Eternal
Spirit is pleafed to teach his fcholars, 1 leave it te
your own minds to think over and ponder upon his
infallible grace, who 1s pleafed thus to att and lead us
to Chrift, and the I'ather by him; and proceed to the

Second hicad, or {ettion of our difcourfe, Thewing
how the l.ord is pleafed to make his infiruttions
effettual, by teaching his people the way in which
they fliould go. T will teach thee in the way which
thou fbalt go. 1t is a blefling beyond all eftimation, to
be taught from the word and by the Holy Ghoft, the
true faving knowledge of the Godhead, the perfons
in the Godhead, the covenant of the divine perfonsy
and our own perfonal interelt in them, and in the
gracious offices they fuftain in the economy of grace :
and it is indeed f{urprifing grace manifefted, which
renders thole important truths and heavenly leflons
of inftruttion contained in the word, and applied by
the Spirit, effeClval in the hearts and lives of the
called people of God; to the drawing them into open,
manifeflative union and communion with the Lord.
To be brought to knov: Chrift, arnd the Father in him,
as freely, fully, everlaflingly reconciled unta us by



Teachery and Guide of bis People. 401

the death of his Son, is life indeed; fuch as will be
evidenced in living on Chrift, the obje& of faith,
and walking by faith before the Lord unto all well-
pleafing. There is divine light, and alfo life, efficacy,
and powert, which accompany all thofe leflons of
inftruétion which the Holy Spirit is pleafed to teach
us; and itis by the divine internal evidence which he
is pleafed to give to the minds of his people, of the
fpiritual realities contained in the word, that they are
drawn to embrace them, feed upon, and inwardly
digeft them. It is peculiar to the divine teaching of
the Holy Ghoft, to produce in the mind illuminated
by him, fuch fpiritual inward conceptions of Chrift,
and fuch real {piritual views of him, as give an inhe-
rent, real, and fpiritual {fubfiftence to Chrift, and the
things of Chrift in the foul; fo that he dwells in the
heart, influences the will, enlightens the underftand-
ing, and captivates all the affettions ; influencing every
faculty of the new man, where by Chriftlivesinus,dwells
in us, and we live and dwell in him, and are enabled
to exercife faith on him as the Son of God, who /sved us,
and bath given bimfelf for us, which prepares fot walking
in the way in which believers thould go. Asitis an
infinite blefling to be taught of God the Spirit thofe
divine truths already mentioned, {o, to be taught
effettually the pra&tical ufe of them, to come to
Chrift in the full faith of them, to maintain peace in
our confciences upon the fleadfaftnefs of them, and to
walk in Chrift in the view of them, in the fame gofpel
light with which we received him, are a crowning
blefling of fpiritual life, and a peculiar one, which
Dd
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belongs only to {uch as are by effe€ual calling in a
ftate of grace. We are jult entered upoun a new year.
We know not what awaits us, or may befall us. Times
are bad, and, if I miftake not, will prove and be found
worfe and worfe. Fhe Scripture before us is calcu-
lated to fupport and encourage us. The Lord himfelf
is the teacher, prote&tor, and guardian of his people;
and he engages, yea, promiles in the words before us,
to teach them the way in which they fhall go. Chrift
is the way in which the Lord goes forth in atts of grace,
falvation, and fellowfhip towards his people, and
Chrift is the way in which believers go forth in {piri-
tual afts towards the Lord, and he is their way of
communion with the Father in all the bleflings and
benefits of grace and falvation  All the providences,
ordinances, and difpenfations of the Lord with his
people, are {o many channels and rivulets for the out-
goings, communications, and applications of his love,
the difplays of his mercy, and the exercife of his
wonderful compaflion towards and upen them; fo
that it may be afhrmed, that all the paths of the Lord,
in nature, provideuce, and grace, are mercy and (ruth,
Love, everlalting love, runs throughout the whole;
and we fhould clearly fee it, if our faith did fully
receive and perceive what is written by divine infpira-
tion, which informs us, zbat all things work together for
good, to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to bis purpofe. You, believers in Chrift, who
are entered ona frefh period of time, the prefent year,
muft expet to be tried and affaulted with affli€tions,
frials, temptations, and enemies, varioufly, which will
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ferve to exercife your faith.  Yet, as far as you have
in faith given up your perfons, concerns, and all,
into the Lord’s hands, and are enabled to mix faith
with the Lord’s word and promife, fo far you are
abfolutely fafe, come what will, and may fing your
cares and fears away, faying each of you for him-
felf, The Lord is my belper, and I will not fear. He
careth for us. As the Lord, as the covenant God
of bis people, is with them continually, and affords
them his covenant prefence and proteétion, fo he does
fecretly fuggelt to their minds fuch gofpel truths and
promifes as fuit their cales and circumftances; and
by the application of his own word to their hearts, he
quickens them in the way in which they fhould go.
In their difficulties of mind, body, or eftate, he leads
them in the right way to the cily of balitation, He
gives fuitable direction, fupport, and confolation,
and which are in their own nature fufficient to keep
them from being weary and faint in their minds. It
would be moft highly advantageous to us in real
experience, to enter clofely into the true knowledge
of our own ftate and cafe, as it concerns our fins,
wants, frames, tempers, trials, circumftances, tempta-
tions, graces, comforts, quickenings, enlargements,
and fpiritual growth, to the intent that we might have
a clear, perfonal, and fpiritual acquaintance with our-
felves, and of the Lord’s work within us; what our
growth 1n the knowledge of Chrift is, and alfo what
communion we have with the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghoft, in love, falvation, and confolation:
alfo in, and by what means we enjoy it; and how it is
Dd2
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kept up, maintained, and improved in our own {ouls.
By fuch a knowledge and acquaintance with ourfelves
and our f{piritual ftate, and inward experience, we
fhould fee how far the work of the Spirit wrought
within us, is agreeable to the account given of his
divine operations on the minds and hearts of the eleét,
as recorded in the word, and how far our apprehen-
fions of it are true and genuine. And feeing in his
light, that we are created anew by him, and led by
him into the knowledge of the truth as itisin Jefus, it
would excite us to blefs the Lord for his paft teach-
ing, his prefent inftru€tion, and alfo for his continual
guidance of us in the way in which we fhould go. As
the written word is the foundation of faith, fo faith in it
produces an experimental acquaintance with its power
and efficacy ; fo that we build upon it, draw our
comfort, derive our firength from it, and rely wholly
upon the Lord by means of his word; refting on his
faithfulnefs to perform all his promifles revealed and
written in it. The Holy Spirit, by giving us to under-
ftand our own perfonal and particular cafe, expe-
rience, and ftate, opens to us {uch truths as are fuited
to {upport the mind; fuch promifes as are peculiarly
adapted to us, to comfort our hearts ; and fuch Serip-
tures as lead us to a right view of Chrift in his rela.
tions, as engaged and exercifed in his offices for us:
which are means he is pleafed to make ule of to open
our hearts more freely to receive divine truth, and
alfo to fulfil divine promifes to us, in our fpiritual
growth and experiences ; and by fuch methods he
difcovers more to our view the tranfcendent grace of
Chrift as difplayed in the exercifc and difcharge of his
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office, as the bigh Pricfl of our profeffion. Thefe, and

fuch, are the means and methods he makes ufe of to
lead us in the way in which we fhould go. It is not
fo great a blefling to know the Bible, and the whole
contained in it, as to know from the Holy Spirit’s
teaching, that it was written on purpofe, and given
for our edification and inffruction in righteoufnefs, that
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
bave bope. Though the believer is interefted in Chrift’s
falvation, and all the promifes; yet there are fome
which will never immediately concern his own particu-
lar experience, nor be made good to, nor fulfilled in
him. He fhould therefore attend to thole which parti-
‘cularly concern his own ftate, cale, and circumftance
in life, they being immediately intended and diretted
by the Lord to him; and as an heir of promife, he
fhould eye the Lord’s method which he purfues in
making them good to him, and confider how God gives
him in experience the real good, fupport, comforts,
and bleflings contained in them, that he may give the
Lord the glory thereof.

We proceed to the third head, or fettion of
our difcourfe, to fhew how the Lord becomes his
‘people’s guardian, and afls as {uch moft gracioufly
towards them. 1w/l guide thee with mine eye, or, as
it is in the margin, I will counfel thee, mine eye foall
be npon thee. This is a moft comfortable truth, which
is moft furely to be received and believed by us, that
the Lord having brought home in effetlual calling,
his people to the knowledge of himfelf, and having
given them a fpiritual knowledge, and view of, and

Ddgj
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communion with Chrift, will evidence himfelf to be
their God and guide even unto death. As the Father,
from everlafting, gave all his chofen ones into the hands
of Chrift, and committed them, with all their temporal,
fpiritual, and eternal concerns to him; {o, according
to the economy of the covenant, they are all guarded
and preferved by the Holy Spirit, {afely through time
to eternity.  He 15 the author of their {piritual birth,
their divine infiruttor, teacher, and guide; and he is
all-{uflicient for them, in them, and upon them, for he
dwelleth in them, and fhall be with themn for ever.
It is impofhible for us to conceive fully, or to take in
comprehenflively, the love wherewith our heavenly
Father loved us, and how he doth continually exercife
his divine, watchful providence over us. Believers
do not eye providence fo minutely as they thould.
When they contemplate it, it is generally as the pro-
vidence of God, as the Creator and Saviour, or pre-
{ferver, of all men. Too feldom do we view Chrift
the Mediator, as he who executes all providential
difpenfations, and that they all work in {ubferviency
to the purpofes of his mediatorial grace, and for the
benefit of his bcloved oncs. Sirs, the times are
gloomy, bad, and diflrefling; and, if I miftake not,
they will be worfe and worfe.  You may have great
perplexities, uncommon difficulties, and heavy pref-
fures; but a child of God is well guarded, and will
be properly defended. If you and I can, through
the grace of the Holy Spirit, mix faith with cach
word and every part of our text, we are then properly
prepared for changing providences and trying events,
I will, {aith the Lord, guide thee with mine eye.  And we
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may then, without referve, caft all our cares upon the
Lord. Let the times,the circumftances,the changes,and
the providential difpenfations of God, be with us what
they may, he cannot take any thing from us which is
worth enjoying; and he will {an@ify affliCtions to us,
and make them bleflings in difguife. He will be as a
wall of fire round about his people, todefend and fecure
them, and their glory in the midft of them. Itis good
to have an enlightened fanétified view of God’s deal-
ings with us. Were we more obfervant of thefe things,
we fhould find frefh matter continually for prayer and
praife, which would improve and increafe our faith.
Such of the Lord’s people, as fee moft of the Lord in
his providence, and view it in the mirror of promife,
making {piritual improvement upon it for their own
benefit, comfort, and joy, have 2 continual feaft.
They plainly fee, that all is agreeable to the ever.-
lalting covenant, which is ordered in all things and fure.
That the whole is managed as though they, in their
own individual perfons, were the only ones who were
to be guarded and defended. That under and amidft
all difpenfation, God 1is always mindful of his cove-
~nant; the rainbow of which round about the throne,
encircling it, ferves to be a conflant memorial,
that all God’s dilpenfations are confiftent with his
everlafting mercy to us, which knows no change nor
decay. He remembers us with everlafting kindnefs.
A believer, upon a view of God’s peculiar care
and providence, exercifed coniinually towards him,
is fometimes -firuck with holy admiration and praife.
He finds God’s eye is upon him indeed, that it is
as though the whole world was overlooked, and
Dd 4
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he the peculiar objeét and fubjet of the Lord’s
notice, care, and guidance. He is their guardian and
guide, and makes good his moft true and faithful pro-
mife, recorded by Ifaiah, as diretted to the church—
The Lord fhall guide thee continually. 1 think by taking
the marginal reading, and adding it to the text, we
fhall receive more light into this ifubjeét, which
refpetts the guardian care of God, and fhews how he
atts moft gracioufly unto his people.—I will guide thee,
F will counfel thee, mine eve fPall be upon thee. The
Lord guides his people, and counfels them; he fhews
the way in which they fhould walk; and in their
walking with him, gives them fuch counfel as is
neceflary and profitable to them. And it would be
well for them, if, in all their difficuliies, they did
continually look to him for counlel and direttion, by
confulting his word, and feeking him in prayer and
{piritual meditation. We fhould never fail in any thing,
if we went to the Lord for counfel, and gave up our-
felves fully ta obferve it. There are fome peculiar
cafes, which befall the people of God, in which none
can counlfel with fafety and profit but himfelf. Ihdeed,
it is our mifery that we att any thing, be it ever {o
trivial, without prayer, and going to the Lord for
his advice and direftion. It is becaufe it is not our
cuftom thus to deal with God about the meaneft and
lealt concerns, that we are not always fpiritual.  Did
we honour the Lord by making continual ufe of him,
and interefting him in all our buflinefs, concerns, con-
verfes with men and friends, we fhould find his pre-
{fence and grace [antiify the common concerns of the
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houle, family, thop, and employment to us, and we
{hould exercife as much faith, and have as real com-
munion with him 1n thefe matters, as we have at his
holy table. How {weet are thele words, Mine eye fball
be upon thee. Mark it, believer, and you will find
it to be true in your own cafe and experience ; God’s
eye will be fixed with fuch particular attention on thee,
that it will appear as though you only were the Lord’s,
and all his perfetiions were fingly and {olely engaged
for, and magnified in defending and fecuring you.
And learn, in the view of difficult times and {eafons of
diftrefs, to realize the promile here by faith. O, who
can exprefs what the blefling is to have, and what blel-
fings belong to fuch as know the Lord for their God!
To have the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift
to be our Ged and Father in him! To have an eternal
interefl in his love, his Son, his covenant, his promifes
which bind bhim to us, engage him to a&t for us, and
put him upon difplaying all his attributes, to thew how
they are all engaged for us! Thele are bleflings indeed!
That they be realized to us 1t is only neceflary that
we lay afide our carnality and unbclief, and at upto
our high calling and birthright, as the fons and daughters
of the Lord God Almighty : believing the Lord of hofts
is the God of his {piritual Ifracl, evena God to them.
And we give him the glory of his Godhead, when
we truflt fimply and entirely m him, and make ule of
him as our heavenly Father, Shepherd, and Saviour,
It is ealy thus to do, when in the light of the Holy
Spirit we view ourfclves one with Chrift, and fee our-
felves in him, entitled to all the bleffings of grace and
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glory. Then we fee there is no love in Chrift's heart,
but we are interefted in; no mercy in his bowels, but
we fhall have our fhare of; no grace in his fulnefs,
but it is for us; no ftrength in his arm, but it thall be
put forth for our defence. O that we may be enabled
to reccive the words of our text into our hearts by
faith, and live upon them, maintaining the truths con-
tained in them, in our own experience, looking up
to the Lord the Spirit for his own light and energy to
accompany them unto us! May all the grace,
comfort, and good in them be yours in individual,
evangelical experience. I leave you, and what hath
been delivered, into the bhands of the Holy Spirit,
praying that the blefling of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghoft, may defcend and reflt upon you now
and for ever. dmen.



