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SERMON XVIIL

GoD ONLY KNOWN BY REVELATION,
vt

1 CorinTHIANS, Chap. 1. Ver, 21.

For after that, in the wifdom of God, the world by wifdoms
knew not God, it pleafed Gad by the foolifne/s of preach-
ing to fave them that belicve.

HE church of Chrift at Corinth, to which the

apoftle direfts this epiftle, was planted by him,
and had been watered by Apollos, and increafed by
the Lord with a rich variety of {piritual gifts and
graces. Though it was greatly out of order at the time,
and all things were not right with them, yet they are
addreffed as a church of Chrift. Paul diretts himfelf
to the {piritual and myftic members of Chrift among
them, giving them the ftyle and title of fani7ificd in
Chrift Fefus ; which points out their f{eparation in
Chrift, their being chofen by God the Father in him,
and feparated, or fet apart to partake of grace in time,
and glory in eternity. In confequence of their fanéli-
fication in Chrift, they had been made partakers of
the glorious fruits and effeéts of it : they were renewed
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in the fpirit of their minds, quickened by the Holy
Spirit, and made alive to God, were called to be
faints, being called with an holy calling. To thefe
he addrefleth himfelf, thanking God, on their behalf,
for thofe rich gifts of free grace beftowed on them;
that they were enriched in all utterance, and in all
knowledge ; came behind in no {piritual gift; were
waiting in faith for the fecond coming of our Lord
Jefus Chrift: and they are comforted with an affu-
rance that he would confirm them unto the end, that
they fhould be blamelefs in and at the day of his
glorious appearing : of which they might be confident
from the faithfulnefs of God, who had called them
into the fellowfhip of his Son, Jefus Chrift our Lord.
The apoftle exhorts them to unity and concord amongft
themfelves. Now I befeech you, brethren, by the name of eur
Lord Fefus Chrifl, that ye all build upon the one per-
fetl, everlafting, tried foundation—the perfon, blood,
and obedience of Chrift alone; that ye all look to
him as the objett of your faith and joy in your
hearts ; that ye all fpeak the fame thing, hold the fame
fundamental truths, cordially embrace them, and per-
feCtly unite in love and affettion to Chrift, his gofpel
and ordinances, minifters and worthip : and 7hat there
be no divifiens among you; but that ye be perfeitly joined
together in the fame mind, and in the fame judgment. Inti-
mating that he was informed by a family of confider-
able note amongft them, that this was not the cafe.
He takes notice of the caufe of thefe diffentions,
and gives an account of the manner in which he had
preached the gofpel among them. Chrif (fays he)
Jent me wot to baptize, but ko preach the gofpc! ; which
Bb
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words are not to be interpreted, as though he was not
authorized and commanded by Chrift to baptize, as
well as to preach; but they mean that his principal
work lay in preaching the gofpel and planting churches.
When perfons, by the almighty energy of the Spirit
of Chrilt were brought to believe, upon their defiring
baptifm they were diretted to thole minifters who
were ftyled evangelifts, who were Paul’s companions
in travel, to whom the adminiftration of this ordi-
nance was committed. The {implicity of his preach-
ing was manifeft. And although the matter of it was of
cternal importance, yet he preached Chrifty, noz wwith
wifdom of words, lefl the crofs of Chyifi fhould be made of
none effel.  For the preaching of the crofs, 1. e. the doc-
trine of Chrilt crucified, 7s 2o them that perifh, foolifh-
nefs ; but unto us which are faved, it is the power of God.
Upon this he quotes a paffage from the prophecy of
Ifaiah, which had been fulfilled in the people of the
Jews.  For it is written, I wwill deftroy the wifdom of the
wife, and will bring to nothing the underflanding of the
prudent. Then he ufes his own words, with a defign
to humble the pride of, and bring into comtempt all
human greatnefs and excellency : Where is the wife ?
Philofophers, can they by fearching find out God?
Where is the fcvibe ? The letter learned and profound
fcholar, does he fee, efteem, and value this myftery
of God, falvation by the death and paffion of his
Son ? Where is the difputer of this world 2 who pretends
to give an account of the caules, reafon, and fitnels of
things: Hath not God made jfoolifh the wifdom of this
world? Inafmuch as the myfteries of the gofpel
exceed their comprehenfion, are fuperior to their
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reafon, and above their apprehenfion.  For afler that,
in the wifdom of God, the world by wifdom knew not God, it
pleajed God by the foolifbmefs of preaching to fave them that
belreve.

I fhall, by the Lord’s afliftance, attempt an expla-
nation of my text in the following manner:

By endecavouring to exprefs what may be conceived
to be the apofile’s meaning in thefe words, for after that,
in the wifdom of God, the world by wifdom knew not God.

- Then I will fate the utter impofhbility of coming
to the true and f{aving knowledge of God but by reve-
lation and in{piration.

Afterwards, it will be confidered, that it is the
good pleafure of God, by the foolifhnefls of preach-
ing, to fave them that believe.

My propofal is, firft, to explain and exprefs what
may be conceived to be meant by the apoftle in thefe
words : For after that, in the wifdom of Ged, the world by
wifdom knew not God, The wildom of God here, with-
out doubt, refers to the difplay of it in the creation,
{uftentation, government, and difpolal of the heavens
and the earth, with all therein; and which difcover
fuch an imprefs of Deity, that it may be truly faid,
The beavens declare the glory of God: and the firmament
Sheweth his bandy work.  The vifible world and every
part of it, is a book wherein we may read fome fylla-
bles of Godhead. The power of God is evident in
{pcaking all things out of nothing into being—in
ftretching out the heavens like a curtain—Ilaying the
beams of his chambers in the waters—in compafling
the earth with bounds until day and night come to an

Bba
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end; and in fetting bounds to the mighty waters, that
they turn not again to cover the carth.,  The wildom
of God fhines forth in the order, varicty, and beauty
of creation. The goodnels of God, in communi-
cating to every creature various endowments for their
ufefulnels to one another, and furnifhing them with
abilities to attain their ends. Yea, God is the fountain
of all perfeCion, and Lis immutability is manifelt by
the creatures, every one of which being fubjeft to
change, partakes therefore more or lels of imper-
fe&tion. His eternity may be feen in creation, fince
Jeuovan muft exift beforc what was made by him:
his omnifcience, he being prefent with all the works
of his hands: his fovereignty, in that his kingdom
ruleth over all: his {pirituality, he being invifible:
his fufficiency, feeing all creatures had a beginning,
and he had no more need of them in time, than before
time : his majefty, in the glory and luftre ol the hea-
vens, which are his throne. Though fo much of God
is vifibly manifefted in creation, and the conftant
viciflitudes of providential events, yet it is affirmed,
the world by wifdom knew not God. Man, the epitome
of all creation, was made in the likenefs and 1mage
of God: and the firlt Adam was filled with wifdom
and underftanding. He knew Jewovan in his
nature, perfons, and perfetions, as far as was {uitable
to his ftate and capacity. He knew the creation of
all worlds, beings, and things, to be an att of pure
fovereignty ; that the divine, coequal, and coeternal
Three, were jointly concerned therein : that the end
propofed by them was the glory of the divine perfec-
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tions, and that God himfelf was the chief end of man.
But man, being fallen from his primitive ftate, knew
not God, loft the very knowledge ke had of him, and
was, through the fall, as ignorant of God and the things
of God, as a wild afs’s colt. In which cale he muft
have remained, had he not been favoured with divine
revelation. This will appear, if we confider that
though the invifible things of God from the creation of the
world arve clearly feen, being underflood by the things that
are made, even bis eternal power and Godbead, yet the
Heathens, their wife men and philofophers, who
fearched into the nature of fecond caufes, were igno-
- rant of God in the felf-exiftence, fimplicity, and holi-
nefs of his nature, And when they knew, or might
have known God by the works of creation and provi-
dence, fo as to acknowledge his eternal Deity, they
glortfied bim not as God, but changed the truth of God into
a liey and worfbipped and ferved the creature more than
the Creator, who is blefled for ever, Amen. Though his
perfeltions are manifefted in the creatures, and his
power in their prefervation, yet the wife philofophers
of Greece and Athens, knew him not. Arts and
{ciences cannot enlighten the mind into the know-
ledge of him. This will appear more fully, as we
confider the flate of mankind fince the fall. Upon
the entrance of fin into the world, God in rich grace
revealed unto Adam, that the {feed of the woman fhould
bruife the ferpent’s head. This was the only means of
fallen Adam’s being reftored to the true and faving
knowledge of God. Henceforward, God confines the
true knowledge of himfelf to a few families: after-
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wards makes himfelf known to Abraham and his pol-
terity, to whom he gave his Holy Spirit; whilft at
the fame time he fuffered all nations to live in their
natural darknefs, and to remain in the fhadow of
death : and even the Ifraclites were not all of them
fpiritually illuminated. There was a man among
them who had never finned againft his con{cience, who
was a profound [cholar, a perfet moralift, a devout
profeflor of religion, and yet, with all his wifdom,
learning, and profefled piety, he was abfolutely igno-
rant of the true and faving knowledge of God, and
his Son Jefus Chrift.  Saul, who was afterward called
Paul, an apoltle of Jefus Chrift, is the man I mean.
And yet, who flood a fairer chance to be acquainted-
with God and the things of God? Nor isit a whit
better with any others; for in this kingdom, in the
laft century, two of the greateft aftronomers amonglt
us were Arians, whofe doétrincs are no better than
Deilm, and tend to direct Atheifm.

Here, Sirs, I would ftop and obferve, that it is
impoflible for man, by all the ufe of his rational and
realoning facultics, by acquired knowledge m the arts
and {ciences, by philofophy or afironomy, to find out
the true knowledge of God, or gain the leaft fpiritual
acquaintance with him. It is true, that there isa God
may bc known, but this is not the true and faving
knowledge of the Godhead.  You may, in a certain
fenfe, know and acknowledge God, confefs him to be
holy, juft, and good, know that {in is a tranfgreffion
of his law, and be convinced that without holinefs no
man fhall fec the Lord, and yet be perfeélly ignorant
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of God to any good purpofe. The words before us
exprefsly declare that though God’s wi{dom fhines
evidently throughout every part of creation, and
holds forth God to vicw as incomprehenfible in
effence, and boundlefs in perfettions, yet that the
world by wifdom knew not God. This leads me then
to cenfider how we may be brought to the true and
faving knowledge of the Holy one. This cannot be
without divine revelation and infpiration. Hear what
our Lord Jefus Chrilt himfelt {ays, All things are dels-
vered unto me of my Father ; and no man knoweth the Son,
but the Father : n-ither knoweth any man the Father, fave
the Son, and he to whomfsever the Son will reveal bim.
That we may attain a true knowledge of God, there
muft be a revelation of the incomprehenfible nature,
diftin& perfonalities, and infinite perfettions of Deity.
By what means fhall we obtan this? Canft thou by
Jearching find out God ¢ Canft thou find out the Almighty
unto perfeczion 2 Without the true knowledge of the
objett of worfhip we cannot perform any true aél of
worfhip. It is the knowledge of God that muft lead
us to God. Neither is the bare, fuperficial knowledge
of God in his three divine and glorious perfons, fuffi-
cient. A trinity in the unity of the incomprehenfible
effence may be acknowledged, and yet we may be
deftitute of divine, intuitive, {piritual knowledge.
The Scripture declares, No man hath feen God (or,
known God, for {o it might be rendered) af any time :
the only begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the Father,
be baib declared bim. Itis by the Lord Jeflus Chrift that
the knowledge of God is made known; and it is in
Bby
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the difcharge and exercife of his prophetic office, that
he enlightens the minds of finners, and fhines into
their hearts, to give them the light of the knowledge
of God. Jefus Chrilt is the glorious medium, and
Cod tranfmits his beams of light and illumination
upon his church in the perfon of Jefus Chrift; who,
by his Holy Spirit, gives us a new underftanding to
know the Lord; fanthfies the will, and regenerates
the foul. It 1s expreftly declared in the word of the
living God, that no man can call Jefus Lord, but by
the Holy Ghoft. Then, firs, no learning nor human
knowledge can create in us one {piritual idea of Chrift,
nor give us the lealt {piritual acquaintance with the
Lord. Here I would therefore entreat you to confi-
der the fubjeét ; and if the only means of arriving at
the true knowledge of God, be by revelation and
in{piration, it becomes us to adore and admire God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, for that moft perfett
and precious revelation made of the felf-exiftent God-
head, of the perfonalities in the Godhead, and of
the economy of the divine perfons in the everlafting
covenant. It 1s by this ever blefled revelation, which
God bas given us mn the facred Scriptures, that we are
led to the right objeét of worfhip; and it is by the
divine infpiration of the Holy Spirit, that we are
brought to know the Lord; and every att of {piritual
woerthip is the fruit of his indwelling In us, and is
owing to his divine breathing upon us. This will
appear by repeating what has been before fuggefted ;
that Adam, immediately after the fall, was reftored
and recovered to the knowledge of God by revela-
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tion; which exhibited the incarnate God, as the fole
objeét of his faith, and foundation of his hope, with-
out which, he could have known nothing of God’s
grace and pardoning mercy. It was this which laid
the foundation for the firft faith in Chrift that ever was
in the world. The fecond perfon in the Godhead,
according to his covenant office, as the true prophet
of his people, inftru@ed Adam; and it is by him all
the f{aints in every period of time have been enlight-
cned, and made wife unto {alvation. The patriarchs
were enlightened by bim; fo were all the prophets
which have becn fince the foundation of the world.
He himielf fays, 1 am come a light into the world. One
end of his glorious incarnation was, to reveal and
manifelt the love, grace, and mercy of God. He
enlightened all his holy apoftles; and by him his
church is fiill, and will evermore be illuminated and
made light in the ILord. If the outward means,
whereby Chrift is moft gracioufly pleafed to bring us
to the true and faving knowledge of God, be the
infpired volume, how invaluable fhould the written
word be to us: we can never prize it too highly. All
the true knowledze of God upon earth is contained in
the facred Scriptures, and they are fufficient to make
us wife unto falvation, by faith which is in Chrift
Jefus. But, alas! who amongit us, is not found guilty
of prizing every and any good book, more than and
above the bock of God? Yet it is an undeniable
truth, and I may appeal to each of you who are Ipi-
ritual, to teflify concerning the truth of it, that your
fouls are never more powerfully quickened, your
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hearts more divinely comforted, your faith more
cftablifhed, than when you are at any time {piritu-
ally meditating upon the Lord’s own word. The
Holy Ghoft makes ufe of his own word of infpiration,
as a vehicle for communicating fuch difcoveries of
God the Father and of Chrift, as lcave a divine im-
prefs, and give us at times to fay, God who com-
manded the light to fhine out of davknefs, hath fhined in
our hearlsy 1o give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God, in the face of Fefus Chrifl. 'The new covenant
promile is, Al thy children (ball be taught of the Lord.
They fhall all know me from the leafl to the greatefl. I will
give them an beart to know me, that I am the Lovd. It
15 written i 1he prophetsy, and they fhall be all taught of
God.  And the Holy Spirit, as the {pirit of wifdom
and revelation, moft gracioufly makes good his holy
word of promife, by teaching finners the true know-
ledge of God. Hence his praife is celebrated for it
by the Plalmilt : Good and wupright is the Lord : there-
Jore will be teach finners in the way. All his blefled
teaching and illumination is by the word, and ex-
attly agreeable unto it.  The word is the inftrument,
and the Holy Spirit 1s the agent. He leads us to
the knowledge of Chrift and of the Father in him:
giving us an inward and {piritual experience to know,
feel, and acknowledge, that this is life eternal, to
know the only true God, and Jefus Chrift whom he
hath fent. The apoftle John writing to faints, fays,
We know that the Son of God is come, and bath given us
an undeyflanding that we may know bim that is true: and
we ave in bun that is true, cven tn bis Son Fefus Chrift.
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G his is the trie God and eternal life.  Jefus Chrift is the
true God, and eternal life 1s in him ; and it is in the
perfon of Jefus Chrift, as God perfonally dwelling in
our nature, that Jemovan is difcovered, revealed,
and made known to us. He is encircled with that
ocean of light, through which no mortal eye ever did
picrce, or can approach to. He dwells in the light, which
o man can approach unto, whom no man hath feen, nor
can fee. As the created light of the fun overpowers
the eyes of our bodies, fo the glorious light of God
overpowers the eyes of our fouls.  And as we cannot
fee the fun but in its own light, fo we cannot fee,
apprehend, and {avingly know Chrift, but in his own
light. It is by his own beams of light and truth,
through the almighty influences of the Holy Ghoft,
that we know that he who hath {een him, hath feen
the Father: that there is a mutual inbeing and in-
dwelling of the Father in the Son, and the Son in the
Father; and that the glory of God and of Chrift, are
beheld and known in the glafs of the gofpel. How
great then is the blefling of fpiritual knowledge and
infpiration!  The truc knowledge of God is altoge-
ther from above: it 1s purely heavenly and divine;
you, thercfore, upon whom the fun of righteoulnefs
hath rifen, into whofe hearts he hath fhone to give
you the light of the knowledge of the glory of God,
can never fufficiently blefs and praife him for it
Being enlightened, you can take in, and may con-
template and view inconteftible evidences of Chrift’s
eiernal power and Gochead in the works of nature.
Indced, it becomes you to view this glafs, in which
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there is fo glorious a difplay of Deity. The Son of
God aflumed a human form; and in his converle
with Job, read him fuch a lefture on the works of
creation and providence, as gave this {aint an amazing
view and conception of Chrift's incomprehenfible
power, eternity, goodnefs, and fovereignty. Yet
Chrift, as Chrift, 7. ¢. as God-man, Mediator, is the
power of Gody and the wifdom of God. The whole ful-
nefls of the Godhead dwelleth in him. All the perfec-
tions of the Godhead fhone forth with a tranfcendent
lufire in his work of mediation ; and all other works of
God are eclipfed, when he is apprehended, revealed,
and difcovered. Spiritual illumination is equal to the
work of creation. The fame almighty Jewovas,
who faid, Let there be light : and there was light, muft
command the light to fhine into our hearts.  Spiri-
tual renovation is a new creation, and is owing to a
new creating att in God; it greatly and principally
confifts in enlightening the mind, in giving a new and
fpiritual underftanding to know the Lord. Tadd, you
and T know no more of God, to any real purpofe, but
as we are and have been taught by him. It is by the
Spirit’s teaching only we can apprehend ipiritual truth
fpiritually. It is in his light that we fee Chrift, and
the things of Chrilt ; and by him we have fellowlhip
with Jefus, and with the Father in him.  We fhould
therefore prize his blefled teachings, and be looking
up to him continually for divine inftruttion, by whofe
anointings we fhall know all faving and neceffary truth:
it being his office in the economy of grace, to teach
and lead us into all truth. Having obferved, that
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though the wifdom, eternity, and perfettions of God-
head are difcovered in, and manifefted by the work
of creation; yet the world, by all the wifdom of
God thus made known, do not, cannot know him to
any faving purpofe thereby ; and that we fland in
need of divine revelation and infpiration, without
which we cannot know the Lord: it remains to be
confidered, that it is the good pleafure of God by the
foolifhnels of preaching to fave them that believe.
Man was at firlt a very knowing creature. There
was nothing vifible or invifible but he was capable of
having fome knowledge of, and acquaintance with,
cither by means of his fenfes, which were exattly
fuited to prefent things, or by having his rational
faculties enlightened and raifed up to objeéls fuperior
to, and which infinitely exceeded him. And yet, it
will be cafily granted, that man, in his priftine ftate
of purity and glory, needed a revelation and infpira-
tion, when we confider that, creation,—God’s end and
defign in it—the formation of his body out of the duft
of the ground—the forming Eve out of his rib—the
inftitution of the fabbath, could not be known to him
by any other way. As to the knowledge of the cternal
counfel and covenant of the coequal and incompre-
henfible trinity, on the bebalf of the elett, this we
are entirely indebted to revelation and is{piration for.
The angels of Jenovan's prefence, thofe bright intel-
ligences, who, as bright morning flars, were created on
the firlt day, and rofe out of nothing into being at
God’s almighty fiat, who fung their maker’s praife,
fhouting with joy, feem to know nothing of gofpel
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myfteries but by revelation. To zhe intent that notw
unlo the principalitics and powers in heavenly places,
might be known by the church the wmanifold wifdom of
God. When the Scripture declares that zhe natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spivit of God, it adds,
Jor they ave foolifbnefs wunto bun ; neither can be know
them, becaufe they ave [piritually difcerned.  This does
not fuppofe that fin has deftroyed any faculties of the
foul, but that it has moft awfully corrupted, polluted,
and darkened them. Hence a man out of Chrift, with-
out the Spirit of Chrift, may have a large and an
acquired knowledge of various {ciences, yct this cannot
give him the leaft {piritual knowledge of God, or of
the things of God. Ithath plcafed God in his infinite
wifdom and grace, to fix and appoint the preaching of
the gofpel as the means of faving finners from the
power of unbelief, and the darknefs of their natural
minds. This means God hath fixed upon, by which he
confounds the wifdom of the wife, and ftains the pride
of all human glory. By the foolifhnefs of preaching,
wherein 1is declared the wifdom of God in a myftery,
his everlafting love and delight in the perfons of his
people, whom he chofe in Chrift before the founda-
tion of the world, are brought forth to view, publithed,
and declared: whereby it is feen, that 7 is wot of him
that <willethy nor of him that runneth, but of God that
Sheweth mercy ; that falvation is of the Lord alone,
irrefpetiive of the creature’s worth or worthinefs ;
that as fin bas veigned wunto death, even fo might grace
veign through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Fefus Chrift
our Lord. It is not by le€tures on the nature of the
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moral law, nor by a defcant on the work of creation
and providence, but by the preaching of Chrift cruci-
fied, that finners are faved. Though this is called
the foolifhnefs of preaching, either becaufe it is dif-
cfteemed by the carnal world, or on account of the
fubjett, the fufferings, blood-thedding, facrifice, and
death of the Son of God in our nature; yet, this
Joolibnefs of God, (an 1ironical expreflion) 7s wifcr
than wmen ; and the weaknefs of God is [flronger than
men.  Hereby, Satan is defeated, finners conquered
by vitlorious and triumphant grace, their minds
enlightened by the day fpring from on high, and their
fouls {faved from fin, death, and hell. This mcthod
of divine grace proceeds from the good pleafure of
God’s will. 1z pleafed God by the feoliffne/s of preaching,
to fave them that believe. God’s free, {overeign, immu-
table grace, flows from his own will as the fountain
of it ; and is difcovered unto us in the glorious me-
diation of our adorable Redeemer, the Lord Jelus
Chrift, who is the almighty Saviour of perifhing f{in-
ners; who faves them in himfelf with an everlafting
falvation. The goipel, the preaching of it, i1s faid
to fave them that believe, not attually, but inflru-
mentally, for Chrift alone faves. But the gofpel is
the chariot in which ke rides forth, and difplays his
amazing love, tranfcendent mercy, and tranfporting
charms.  I11s perfon and falvation are the grand fub-
jetls of the gofpel: by it we underftand 7hat God was
in Chrifly veconciling ihe worid wnto Lbimfelf. That in the
accomplifhing this myfterious aiair, 2 pleafed tkbe Lord
19 bruife bim, with 2l the weight of vindiltive wraik;
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and be bath laid on bim the iniguity of us all. That be was
wounded for our tranjpreffions ; that be was brusfed for our
iniquities ; that the chaflifement of our peace, or punifh-
ment of our fins, was u#pon bim, and that with bis firipes
we are bealed. The gofpel brings to our ears this
comfortable meflage; o you is the word of this falva-
tion fent : that Jerovam, the Son, has been incarnate,
and has finifhed the tran{greffion, made an end of fin,
made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in ever-
lafting righteoufnefs. Therc is a freenefs, fulnefs, and
comnpletenefs in the redemption which is in Chrift Jefus,
all being of grace; in the difplay of which, Jenovaun,
in his divine perfons, will be glorified for ever. I
pleafed God by the foolifbuefs of preaching, by the breath
of poor weak and finful mortals, 70 jfueve them that
believe. There are {fome who are altogether for mnfift-
ing upon a knowledge of our effeciual calling, who
will allow none to have a right to look upon, and
call themf{elves the Lord’s, who cannot tell the place
where, the means by which, and the very time when,
the Lord firft wroughtin their fouls. T expeét fuch fen-
timents, in the iffue of things, will prove hurtful inftead
of being ufeful. I grant, fome can give a very clear
and circumftantial account of God’s work on their
fouls, but it is the fruit of a retrofpettive view of the
whole of God’s operations upon them. The truth of
the matter is, that in the work of regeneration we are
altogether paflive; and though the mighty power of
God is put forth in us, the fame power which wrought
in Chrift in raifing him from the dcad, whereby we
are quickened and made alive to God by the Holy
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Ghoft, yet we perceive it not. The effefts which
accompany and follow upon it, we perceive and feel ;
and by them many can trace the leadings, methods,
and means which the Lord made ufe of, and blefled
to the difcovering unto them the exceeding finfulnefs
of fin, their need of Chrift, and how he was revealed
in them, and became precious unto them. But the
exatt time when God breathed {piritual life into their
fouls, cannot be traced out; though when they firft
perceived a concern and change in their fouls may.
Do you perceive what Taim it? It is to eftablifh
this great and important truth, that what we call
regeneration, or, being born again, is the infufion of
{piritual life from Chrift, the head of his myftic body,
into our fouls by the agency of the Eternal Spirit;
that with it all the feeds of grace and principles of
holinefs are implanted, and which are difcovered and
drawn forth by the divire influences of the Spiritin and
upon us; fo that by the effetls our effettual calling
may be proved. And fomey; who go but a [nail’s
pace to heaven, give blefled proof of their being
taught of God, and that they are kept by the power of
God through faith unto falvation, as much as others
who can with greater precifion {peak out and trace the
means which God made ufe of, to difcover unto them
that they were called according to his eternal purpofe
in Chrift Jefus. Dr. Goodwin (whom I quote to
illuftrate my meaning) fays, ¢ Suppofe you lived at
¢ the latter day, and were faints and believers when
¢ Chrift came to judgment, you fhould fee fome

“ rmen's bodies raifed out of the grave, but your own
Ce
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“ bodies and {pirits will be changed, changed in an
¢ inftant. You will not find a mighty power upon
¢ you fenfibly, but you will find a mighty work,
“ whereby you will find yourfelves not to be the
“ men you were; your bodies will {hine as the fun
“ in an inftant. So it is In regeneration: there is a
“ mighty change wrought in the foul; but if a man
¢« will judge of it by what he feeleth ; if he will judge
“ of it by any violent power put forth in it, there is
exceeding little—a man feeleth nothing ; he feeleth
¢ ftirrings and workings in his {pirit indeed, as there
“ will be when a man 1s thus changed; there will be
¢ an elevation of the fpirit and of the body at the
¢ latter day ; but for any violent work, there will be
¢ none. So oftentimes it is in the work of grace in
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¢ us, it is the fame power that makes us new crea-
¢ tures, that raifeth faints out of the grave from the
« duft, and as much is in the onc as the other.”

The Holy Ghoft, by the preaching of Chrift cru-
cified, is pleafed to quicken dead finners, bringing
home the gofpel with power to their hearts; he fub-
dues their wills, and inclines them to the obedience
of faith; by revealing Chrift in the gofpel to their
underftandings, they are enlightened; and by reveal-
ing him in their hearts to their confciences, he forms
him in them as their bope of eiernal glory. Thus they
are brought to know bim that is boly— bim that is tyue,
and to know themfelves to be iz bins that 15 true, being
made one {pirit with the Lord. Sirs, I mult, for the
glory of God, remind you, that we cannot know
Jefus and his falvation but by the gofpel; that all the
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inward and fpiritual revealings of Chrift by the eternal
Spirit, are exattly agreeable to the written word. I
tremble at it, when I hear any {peak of their forming
up a notion or conception of their own, of Chrift in
their minds. I hate and abhor it as I do popery. It
is a {piritual revelation of Chrift, as a {piritual Jefus,
revealed to the foul by the Spirit, which the Scripture
fpeaks of; it is, if I miftake not, exprefled by Dr.
Owen, in fuch words as thefe :—¢ The Spirit draws
¢ a pitture, or creates an idea of Chrift upon the foul.
¢ As the light and beams of the fun give evidence of
‘¢ the exiftence of that glorious luminary, {o the light
¢ and beams of the fun of everlafting righteoufnefs,
¢ fhining upon and into the hearts of believers, give
¢¢ evidence of bim, and of perfonal intereft in him.
There is an holy communion betwecen Chrift and
believers, carricd on in their fouls by the Spirit of
Chrift, who makes many precious difcoveries of Chrift
unto them ; giving them fpiritual views of his tran-
{cendent glory and eternal worth and excellency;
and he difcovers Chrift to his people as exattly {uit-
able to their flate and cafe. Under views of guilt, he
prefents them with a view of the Redeemer as having
been made fin and a curfe for them. The redeeming
efficacy of his blood he exhibits to their view, leading
them to confider that it cleanfeth from all fin. When
they view the holy requirements and immutable nature
of God’s moral law, he prefents to their faith, Jefus,
as JeHovau their righteoufnefs. If they feel, and
have an increaling view of their wants, he gives them
a view of the fulnefs of grace in Chrift; and as they
Gca
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perceive their ignorance, he leads them to Chrift
the exercife of faith for divine inftruftion.  As they
peiceive their guilt, and feelinely mourn for ity he
increafes their eftimation of, affection for, and confi-
dence in the interceflion of their great high Prielt. As
they experience the rebellion of their wills, be gives
them to view Jcfus as King-mediator, whofe kingdom
is a molt glorious principality of grace; who rules in
the hearts of his faints, and orders all things for
them : he has their enemies under his feet, and will
make his pcople conquerors, and more than con-
querors, through him. The Holy Spiritreveals more
and more of Chrift, giving the believer fuch views of
Jefus as words cannot exprels, and that in an holy,
fupernatural, and heavenly munner. It is not the
natural ignorance which may be in a belicver, is any
bar to this.  Among fuch as really know the Lord,
there are fome wholc knowledge confifts chicfly in
knowing him in the holinefs, harmony, fpirituality,
and majeity of divine truth.  Some of cnlarged facul-
ties are greatly cniightened into the doélrines of grace,
and have fellowthip with God by means of thom ;
whillt others, of lels capacities, who are alike holy,
know God and Chrift, and the things of the Spirit, in
a more Intuitive, experimental way ; the Holy Spi-
rit draws up their {piritual faculties, and by giving
them perfonal communion with the Father and the
Son, they frequently enjoy more of divine love,
‘peak more feelingly of the things of God, and their
converfation hath often more of divine unétion attend-
ing it, than fuch as have more enlarged natural
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capacities, Believer, it may be thou art of a low
itature, and weak in divine knowledge; yet, if
thou doft know thus much, that it is the will of
God to fave finners by Jefus Chrift; and if thou
balt been brought to know that it is God’s will to
fave thee (a finner in thyfelf) in Chnift Jefus, thou
knoweft what is fufficient to make thee truly happy in
life, perfettly comfortable in death, and what will fill
thee with everlafting joy in heaven.

Thofe who believe in Chrift, through the Spirit, by
the gofpel, are fuch as it pleafeth God to fave from
the guilt and darknefls of their natural ftate. They
will be found in Chrift for ever; and will one day
join in finging with that innumerable company who
are already got to glory, having wathed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,
SJalvation to our Gody which fitteth wupon the throney, and
wito the Lamb.

What hath been delivered according to God’s
revealed truth, may the Spirit accompany with his
energy and influences, fcaling his truth on your
hearts.  Amen.



