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SER MO N XVIIL

Pavl’s Praver ror THE CHURCH OF THE
Ernesians.

Epnesrans, Chap. iil. Ver. 17, 18, and 14,

That Chriff may dwell in vour bearts by faith, that ve
being vooted and founded in lovey may be able to com-
prebend with all fainls, what is the breadih, and
length, and depth, and beight @ and to know the love of
Chrift, which pafle:ls knowledge, that ye might ke filled
with all the fulnefs of God.

A J E have the blefled apoftle in this epiftle, laying
before the faints at Ephefus, a large and glo-

rious view of the riches of free and fovereign grace,
He was at the time he wrote this epiftle, a prifoner
for Chrift. But though be was bound, the word of
God was not bound. His prifon was turned into a
palace, he having here the prefence of Chrift. And
here his heart was enlarged, and the Holy Ghoft
infpires and affifts him to write an epiltle to the
believers in Chrift Jefus, which contains in 1t the
great and deep things of God. Having laid be-
fore the perfons unto whom he wrote, the great
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articles of our moft holy faith, and confidered the
fountain from whence all our fpiritual bleffings flow,
namely, the free grace of God: he enters into a
particular enumeration of thofe bleflings and bene-
fits.  As firft, our eleCtion in Chrift. God, the Fa-
ther, fays he, chofe us in Chrift, before the foun-
dation of the world. He chofe and appointed him,
and fet him up to be the great head of his body,
the church; and he chofe the ele& in him, as mem-
bers in him their head; and he blefled them in him,
with all fpiritual bleffings. He accepted them in the
beloved ; and all to the praife of the glory of his own
grace. He fent his Son to redeem his church, and to
obtain for his people the forgivenefls of their fins,
through the fhedding of his moft precious blood;
and he gives his Spirit unto his people, to reveal
Chrift in them, as their hope of glory. The apotftle,
having largely dwelt upon the riches of divine grace,
and having taken a view of the miferable ftate and
condition of mankind by nature; and how God, who
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he had
loved thofe faints at Ephefus, from everlafting, had
quickened them from a death of trefpaffes and fins;
does in this chapter, pray unto God for them, to the
end that their hearts might be divinely and powerfully
affetted with thefe great and important truths., The
words of our text, are a part of Paul’s prayer, in which
he prays like an apoftle indeed: for he begs here
for the greateft bleflings, which believers can, in this
life, enjoy, or God himfelf can beftow upon them. It
may be faid, that this is the greateft prayer which is
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to be found in the New Teftament, that of our
Lord in the feventeenth of John only excepted.
Before I enter upon the words now read, I would
obferve, that the apoftle takes notice of the concern the
whole trinity have in our fpiritual intereft and falva.
tion. As they are jointly concerned in our falvation,
fo they are gracioufly pleafed to difcover their love
and grace unto us; in their a&tinigs towards and upon
us. The prayer which lies before us, for our conft-
deration, is addrefled unto God, as the Father of
our Lord Jefus Chrift; and this at once holds forth
unfpeakable comfort to believers in Chrift, fince he
who is the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is our
Father in him. Belicvers are God’s adopted chil-
dren. Having predefiinated us unto the adoption of chil-
dren by Fefus Chrifi to bimfelf; according to the good
pleafure of bis willy 1o the praife of the glory of bis grace,
wherein be bath made us accepied in the beloved. The
addre{s is unto God, tbe Father of our Lovd Fefus
Chrift, of whom the whole family in beaven and earth
zs named. There is but one Father : all the faints in
heaven and earth, belong to the fame Father, even
God. They are all born of the {fame Spirit: are
all united unto the fame hcad : they are all equally
beloved of the Father: all equally accepted in the
beloved: all built upon the fame foundation, which
is an eternal one, even Chrift Jefus. They are all
perfettly alike juftified from all things, and clothed
with the everlafting garment of Chrift’s righteouinefs.
They are all wathed in the blood of the Lamb; and
are all freely pardoned, through the redemption which
Aa
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is i Chnft Jefus. They are heirs of God, and jomt
heirs with Chrift Jefus, and they will all one day par-
take of the fame eternal glory. They are all the
objells of Jemovan’s delighty the purchale of his
Son’s blood; and God tlic Father has put on all
the bowels of a Father’s love and mercy, and will
exercife them towards, and upon his beloved children
in Chrifi Jefus. The apoltle would have us to con-
fider the relation, to the end that we may fee that the
Father’s love towards us is in Chrift, that he loved us
in bim, and upon hisaccount; and that as he loved
Chrift as mediator before the foundation of the world,
fo as early did he love his people.  Thox haff loved
them, fays Jelus unto his Father, as thou bajl loved me.
God, the Father, looks upon his people with the
fame delight, and views them with the fame com-
placency as he does Chrift himlelf; for he views
them in him, and in him is well pleafed with them.
He refts in his love towards them, and joys over them
with finging. He begs this blefling of the God and
Father of our Lord jefus, that he would grant unto
them according to the riches of his grace, and #he
viches of his glory, to be [fivengthened with might by kis
Spivit in the inner man. He begs the Father that he
would grant unto them, according to the riches of
his glory, or, according to, and out of that rich,
plenteous, and glorious fulnels of grace and ftrength
in Chrift Jelus, to be {trengthened with might by his
Spirit in the inner man. Here we may obferve, that
the firengthening our inner man, or the {pirit, or foul
of man, which is the feat of grace, is the work of God
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the Spirit: and that the way whereby he ftrengthens
his people, is, by leading them to the fulnefs of grace
and ftrength in Chrilt ; by {hedding abroad the love
of God in their hearts; by applying the promiles of
the golpel ; and by making the gofpel itfelf ufeful unto
them, caufing them to go on from firength to firength.
Now we come to the words of our text, in which are
contained the following petitions.

Firlt, That Chrift may dwell in their heaxts by
faith.

Secondly, That they may be rooted and grounded
in love, that is, in the love of God towards them, and
be able to comprehend with all faints, what 1s the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to
know the love of Chrift, which pafleth knowledge.
And,

Thirdiy, the end hereof, which was, that they
might be filled with all the fulnefs of God.

I would §irft confider this petition, that Chrift may
dwell in your bearts by faith. Now, here it muft be
obferved, that the apoftle is praying according to the
elevation of his own {pirit. He is praying for thofe
who were believers; and he is praying for the greateft
bleflings God could poflibly vouchfafe, or beftow,
upon them in this life, or they could poffibly attain.
It is, that Chrit may dwell in their hearts by faith.
Now here lct it he obferved, that the bleffing prayed
for, is for Chrift to dwell in the hearts of believers.
And by Chrift’s dwelling in the heart, i1s meant his
perfonal indwelling there.  Indeed, the whole bleffed
trinity dwell in the faints. The Father is faid to dwell

Aag
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inus, Johni. 4, 12, 13. If we love one anothery, God
dwelleth in us: and, bereby know we that we dwell in
himy and be in us, becaufe he bath given us of bis Spirit.
And verle the 15th.  Whofoever fhall confefs that Fefus
is the Son of Gody, God dwelleth tn bim, and be in God.
Now it 1s evident that this refers to God, the Father,
for he is fpoken of in the intermediate verfe, the 14th,
Who fent the Son to be the Saviour of the world ; and the
apoftle fpeaks of God as diftin& from Chrift.  /#%o-
Joever fhall confefs that Fefus is the Son of God, that is,
Chnift, God dwelleth in bim—vwho ? the Father. The
Spirit likewife dwells in believers. Rom. viii. 11.
He that raifed up Chriff from the dead, fball alfo quicken
your mortal bodiesy by bis Spivit that dwelleth in you. And
you fee that Jefus Chrift likewife dwelleth in believers.
This you have in our text: That Chrifl may dwell in
your bearls by faith : {o that all the three divine perfons
dwell in believers. Now here let us inquire, what it
1s to have Chrift thus dwelling in the heart by faith,
Jefus Chrift dwells in the heart, as a king in his palace,
to rule and proteét; and, as a mafter in his family, to
provide for his people ; and as their life, to quicken
them. Chrift dwells not in their heads and tongues,
but in their hearts. And this is, where no good dwells
but him(elf and his grace ; where fin dwells, and where
he is often flighted, oppofed, and rebelled againft ;
and the means by which he dwells there, is faith. To
have Chrift dwell in the heart, is to have a fpiritual
fight of him, a fpiritual knowledge of him, which
makes him precious, and prefent unto the foul. It
is a fpiritual fight of him, fuch fight and knowledge,
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as let down Chrilt into the foul, or heart, and affeét
all there. It is to have the heart cleave wholly unto
him for falvation. To be affeted with the glories
of his perfon; with his wondrous love, grace, and
mercy ; with his forrows and fufferings, his blood and
righteoufnefs. There is a threefold union between
Chrift and his church.  The firft is relative, whereby
we are f{aid to be his, and he ours; thus he is called
the hufband, and the church his fpoufe: and, before
hufband and wife company together, there is fuch a
relation made by marriage, that the hufband may be
in one place, and the wife in another, fo that there
can be no communion between them, while yet they
are hufband and wife : fo is the union between Chrift
and his people,—as complete, fays Dr. Goodwin, in
the relation of it, before he alts any thing upon them,
though he be in heaven and they on earth, as if they
were in heaven with him. The fecond is, an aftual
inbeing of his perfon in his people, which is as the
foul dwells in the body: for as the foulis the princi-
ple of life, and attuates, and quickens the whole body,
fo Jefus Chrift is the principle of all {piritual life,
and dwells in his people; and he dwells in them, to
make, and keep them alive to God; and he is their
life, as truly as he is their righteoufnefs. Hence the
apoftle fays, Chrift lrveth in me. The third is, by way
of objett. When by faith we view Chrift as the vifual
faculty views an objefl, and as the fight of a perfon
introduces an idea of him into the heart or mind of
another; fo Chrift, as the obje&t of faith, is faid to
dwell in us. Take the whole of Jefus Chrift, what-
Aag
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foever you know of him, and learn of him, to aét
faith upon, and herein to view him : thus Jefus Chrift
is let down into your fouls, and hereby he dwells in
you, making impreliions on your fouls, according to
what you know of him; and he doth accordingly
work In you difpofitions towards, and adorations
of him. The life of the tree is in the root: Jefus
Chrift is the root of the righteous; and as the life
of the root is diffufed into all the branches, fo
Jefus Chrift, dwelling in the heart, quickens, en-
lightens, znd enlivens the foul. 1t is not fo much
the believer's life, as Chrift’s living in him, which
produceth all the adls of fpirituzl life.  Chrift is faid
to dwell in the heart by faith, becaufe faith takes in
thofe fpiritual dilcoveries of Chrift, which the Holy
Ghoft makes by the word. And Chrift may be faid
to dwell in the heart, when faith is exercifing itfelf
upon, and is cleaving unto him. Faith is to the
foul, what the eye is to the body : and Jefus Chrift
is the great objeét of faith. Ashe dwells in the heart
by faith, fo he enlightens the underftanding with the
knowledge of his glorious perfon. The will choofes
him for its everlafting portion; the heart loves him,
and cleaves unto him ; the confcience refls perfettly
fatisfied with him ; and the outward and inward man,
fubmit to the fceptre of his grace. And here we may
juftly admire the mercy. What an aftonithing favour
is this, believers, to have Chrift dwelling in us, who is
the light of heaven, and the fong of paradife! Happy,
inexpreflibly happy is the foul that can fay, I /ive, yet
aot I, but Chrift liveth in me!
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I go on to confider, fecondly, the next petition
in this prayer, which is, that they may be roted and
groanded in love.  Here T would 1nquire, what love
the apoftle would have thein rooted and grounded
in, and anfwer, it muft be the love of Goed. A love,
which is everlaftingly fixed upon the perfons of his
people in Chrift Jefus, and which never varies; and
the faints are brought to know this love of God in
Chrift towwrds them, by the Holy Ghoft.  He dif-
covers unto them the uature, the freenefls, the ful-
nels, and the bleffings of it: and he, by leading them
mto communion with God in Chrift, dilcovers unto
them their perfonal intereft therein, and {heds this love
abroad in their hearts, and warms their fouls with it.
The love of God is the root and foundation of {alva-
tion; it is immovable. And the people of God [tand
in need of being rooted and grounded in the know-
ledge of it. In order to be rooted and grounded in
it, we fhould carefully attend to what the Scriptures
reveal concerning it : and by the Scriptures we learn,
that God’s love towards us, in his dear Son, {prings
from his own foversignty, without any motive or
caufe in us ; and that it is continued towards us, not
upon the account of what we are, but upon the ac-
count of our union with Jefus Chrift, which can never
be defiroyed. For the Father chofe us in Chrift from
everlafting ; and he loved us in Chrift from the days
of eternity. And therefore, nothing can feparate us
from the love of God, which is in Chnift Jefus our
Lord. Now, becaufe the people of God, through
the workings of their legal bearts, and through the

Aay
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prevalency of unbelief, are apt to call in queftion
their intereft in God’s love, efpecially in times of
darknefs and temptation, it is neceflary for them to
be rooted and grounded in the knowledge and belief
of God’s love towards them in his dear Son, to the
end that they may be able to comprehend with all
faints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height of the love of God towards them. Compre-
hend it they cannot, but by the light and teaching
of the Holy Ghoft; and the way and method of his
teaching, is by the word. He fhines upon the Scrip-
tures and opens the underftandings of his people, that
they may know the glorious truths contained in them.
The Holy Gholt, who fearches all things, yea, the
deep things of God, has been plealed to reveal the
love of the Father and the Son, in all its glorious ful-
nefs and freenefs in the word. And by the word, and
by his own facred light and teaching, he diretts the
hearts of his people into the love of God ; and makes
fuch clear and blefled difcoveries of it unto them, as
fill their fouls with joy unfpeakable and full of glory.
This love is here faid to have breadth, and length,
and depth, and height, in it. If we view the breadth
of it, it is to all the ele€t in all ages, and in all places.
The length of it reaches from eternity to eternity. It
was from eternity in the heart of God towards his
people. It never had beginning, and it never will
have end. That it was from everlafting, appears from
their being chofen in Chrift, for they were chofen in
him before the foundation of the world. And God’s
love towards them is faid to be an everlafting love.
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I bave, fays Jenovau, loved thee with an everlafling
love. The aroftle tells us, that nothing can fepa-
rate us, believers, from the love of God which is
in Chrift Jeflus our Lord. The love of God is the
fountain, from whence all our bleflings and blefled-
nels flow, and this love triumphs over all our fins
and miferies. When this love 1s revealed unto us,
and fhed abroad in our hearts, it makes a marvellous
change and alteration in us, but it makes none in
Jeuovan ; for his love, his great love, wherewith he
loved us, was the fame from before all worlds, before
it was manifefted unto us, and it continues to be the
fame unto us, whether we have the comfort of it, or
not. It is as free, as full, as boundlefs, as bottom-
lefs, and as perfett now, as it will be when we are 1n
heaven. God will not love you, believers, more,
nor better, when you are in glory, than he does now.
And, I may add, it is a greater thing to believe
this love, than to enjoy it; for every believer upon
earth, believes more of it, than he will ever enjoy of
it, even in heaven. Here below, the people of God
find his love in its difcoveries and manifeftations unto
them, to be as Ezekiel’s vifion of the holy waters;
which were firlt to the ancles, then reached to the
knees, next to the loins, and then became a great
river which could not be pafied over. And fo in
heaven, the faints will be failing over the boundlefs
and bottomlefls fea of God’s love, throughout eter-
nity, and will never find a fhore. But they will prove
it to be as boundlefs, infinite, and incomprehenfible,
as Godhead itfelf. If we furvey the breadth of God's
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love, it extends to all the elef, in every age, in
every place, in every f{tate and cale. It encircles
and covers them: as for its depth, it is to faints
in the lowefl flate of life; and in its height, it will
bring them to an exalted ftate, and to cternal glory.
Now, 1t is faith only which bas a view of this won-
derful love. All the difcoveries which the Holy
Ghoft makes unto us of the love of the Father, and
of the love of Chrift, are in the word and by the word :
and we arc brought to a {piritual difcernment thereot
by faith. The Holy Spirit engbles us by faith to view,
with wonder, the héights, and depths, and lengths,
and breadths, of God's love in Chrift Jefus towards
us. Cocd’s love appears in the gift of his only begot-
ten Son, Jefus Chrift.  The love of Chrift appears in
giving himfelf: he gave himf{elf for us: he loved his
people from the days of eternity : he rejoiced from
everlafting in the habitable parts of his earth, and his
delights were with the fons of men. The love of
Chrift brought him down from the higheft heavens;
and out of his infinite love, he clothed himfelf with
our nature, and was made in the likenels of man;
and his fufferings, his agony, and bloody fweat 1n the
garden, the crown of thorns which he wore, and the
wrath and curfe which he endured, when he becaine
obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs,
made it evidently appear, that his love was f{tronger
than death, and fuch as many waters could not
quench. Its heights, and lengths, and depths, and
breadths, fully appear in the everlafting golpel.  The
love of Chrift broke out in full {plendour, and blazed
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forth in a moft ftupendous manner, when he hung
upon the crols as the facrifice for fin.  The efficacy
of Chrift’s love will be felt upon earth, in the hearts
of his people, until time fhall be no more; and it
will be enjoyed by the faints in heaven, throughout
the ages of eternity. The love of Chrift, the apoftle
{ays, paflcth knowledge. The love of Chrift, to his
church and people, 1s a fpecial and peculiar love. It
1s the wonder of angels, who are nonpluffed what
to think or fay of it. It is the wonder of faints in
glory, who are full of the praifes of it. Anditis
the wonder of faints upon earth: it is viewed by
them, and cfteemed by them to be wonderful love.
Indeed, a chain of holy wonders appears in it. The
perfon of Chnft is wonderful, God and man united
in one Chrift. The work of Chrift is wonderful :
God in our mature, living, obeying, fuffering, and
laying down his life for us. The vittory which
Chrift obtained over fin, Satan, death, and hell, is
wonderful!  Sin is conquered by our Immanuel.
Sin, which has been the caufe of every evil; which
had its entrance into our world by means of the
firt man’s tranfgreflion, bringing eternal damnation
upon millions and millions of mankind finners, and
would defy all the armies of the living God: yet,
this accurfed enemy is conquered, for the ele&t, by
the Almighty Conqueror, Chrift Jefus. This vic-
tory over fin is alone referved for Chrift. It will
not, nor can it, dic by any other hand. To van-
quifh it, is the fummit of his glory as Mediator; and
hence his highelt title, the memory of which he bears
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written in his name FESUS ; for he fball fave bis people
Srom their fins.  Therefore, the apoltle Paul, bis chief
herald, proclaims this vi€tory with a world of folem-
nity and triumph. O death, where is iby fling 2 O grave,
where is thy victory ? The fling of death s fin; and the
firength of fin is the law.  But thanks be 1o Gody, which
giveth us the viftory, through our Lord Jefus Chrif. Sin
is, by our Jefus, who is almighty, put away. Itis
removed from the perfons of his people. It has been
imputed unto him, and borne by him in his own body
on the tree. He has deftroyed the power of it by his
dying : fo that by the death of Chrift and his facrifice,
fin is put away out of the fight of God, and calt, as
it were, into the depth of the fea; yea, {wallowed up
in the red fea of his blood. It cannot damn thofe for
whom Chrift fuffered: nor can it reign in and over
thofe in whofe heart Chrift dwells. The blood of
Chrift cleanfes from the guilt and filth of fin; and the
Spirit of Chrift fubdues and conquers the reign, power,
and dominion of fin. Chrift has conguered Satan:
for be was manifefled for this purpofe, that he might
defiroy the works of the devil. He has wounded this
dragon, and triumphed over all the powers of dark-
nefs, over principalities and powers, and eternally
fpoiled them : he has taken the prey from the mighty,
and the lawful captive he has delivered. He has like-
wife conquered death and hell; and, as the conqueror,
he has the keys of death and hell. Z, fays Jefus to the
beloved John, am be that liveth, and was dead ; and
beboldy, 1 am alive for evermore, Amen; and have ihe
keys of bell and of death. Chrift’s love, when viewed
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by faith, in the light of the word, and by the light of
God’s fpirit, is {uch, {o great, {o free, fo full, fo bound-
lefs and infinite, that it paffeth knowledge. The faints
upon earth cannot fully comprehend it, and yet the
apoitle is praying for them, that their knowledge of
1t, which was imperfe&@, might be increafed—that
they might know more of it—believe more of it; and
be going on diving deeper and deeper into it.

This brings us, thirdly, to view the laft petition
in this prayer, which is great indeed : That ye might
be filled with all the fulnefs of God. What a petition 1s
this! It contains all that God can befllow, or his
faints enjoy. Now, by it we are not to underftand,
the full comprehenfion of the Divine Being, nor
a full knowledge of his infinite and divine perfec-
tions ; but rather, a being filled with fuch a view of
God, as our Father in Chrift Jefus, as might produce
peace in our confciences, and love in our hearts;
arifing from the apprehenfion we have of him in his
well-beloved Son. Indeed, here it is that the glory
of God fhines forth—in the perfon of Jefus. In
Jefus, as the head of his body the church, it hath
pleafed the Father, that all fuluefs thould dwell, and
it dwells in him for the ufe of his members. Now we
may be faid to be filled with the fulnefs of God, when
the foul hasa fatisfying view of God's love and grace;
when it has views of God’s pardoning mercy, and of
the plenteous redemption of Chrift; when the foul is
led to view the rich grace of the covenant of life and
peace which is between the Father and the Son, and
is led to fee God in all bis divine perfons and perfec-
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tions engaged for his pcople, and made over unto
them in the everlafting covenant; and when by faith
we are enabled to fee, that the Father’s boundlels
love is towards us; that the Son’s {alvation, with all
its bleffings, was wrought out for us, and belongs
unto us: that the Holy Spirit, with all the fulnefs of
grace, will be in us in time, and in cternity, as the foun-
tain of endlels comfort and joy. When alfo we fee
and are fully perfuaded of our elettion by the Father,
of our falvation by the Son, and of our regeneration
by the Holy Ghoft, we may be faid to be filled with
all the fulnefs of God. To be filled with the fulnels
of God, is to have a blefled and fpiritnal view of
the glories of divine grace; of the eternal and match-
lefs glories and excellencies of Jefus Chrift ; and from
what we fee and behold of him in the light of the Spirit,
to have our hearts powerfully drawn after him—our
fouls refting confidently upon him—our hearts pow-
erfully perfuaded of our everlafting juftification in
his righteoufnefs, and of our eternal pardon, through
his moft precious blood-fhedding ; fo when our hearts
are truly happy in God’s love in Chrift Jelus, and we
are filled with all joy and peace in believing: thisis to
be flled with the fulnefs of God. And in heaven we
fhall be perfettly filled with all the fulnefs of God.
There we fhall know as we are known, and be filled
with the knowledge of God.  Like vefiels, we fhall
be plunged into the ocean of free grace; and as veflels
of mercy, we fhall be ever finging the praifes of grace:
admiring the grace of the eternal Fatherin our cleétion,
the grace of the eternal Son in our redemption, and
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the grace of the eternal Spirit in our coaverfion and
fanétification.  There God will be unto us all in all.
The apoftle concludes his prayer in a moft wonderful
wanner, and ftops the mouth of unbelief.  Should
the weak believer fay, how fhall I, or how can I
expetl to attain to fuch high privilege, or tc the
enjoyment of {uch tranfcendent bleffings ? Hear, and
vour weak faith muft be encouraged. Now unto hiu
that is able to do exceeding cbundanily above all that w
aff or think, according to the power that workeih in ws,
witlo bim be glory in the church by Chvifl Fefusy thronghont
all agesy world wwithout end,  Amen.



