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SERMON XVI

O~ TiE INTERCESSION OF 1HE Hory
SeiriT IN PRAYER.

Romans, Chap. viil. Ver. 26, 27.

Likewoife the Spivit alfo belpeth ouv infivimities : for wve
kiow not what we fhould pray for as we ought : but
the Spriit ttfelf maketh interceffion for ws wilh groanings
which canmol be utleved. And be that fearchetl the
bearts knoweth, what is the mind of the Spirity becaufe
be maketh interceffion for the fuints, according to the will

ef God.

PON reading thele words to you, it may be

naturally {uppofed that I am going to difcourfe
upon that great and important duty, the ordinance of
prayer : in the right difcharge of which, believers enjoy
much holy fcllowfhip with the Lord, and at times, much
of the divine prefence. Perhaps, there is no child of
God buat finds himiclf, through the darknefs and igno-
rance which befct him in the prefent flate, more or
lefs difirefied and difeouraged in bis approaches to
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the throne of grace. To pray aright, in faith, and in
the Holy Ghoft, is beyond all the power of nature.
Prayer is the breath of the new-born foul, of the {oul
which is born of God; yea, it is the breathing of the
Spirit of God which is in him. To aflit your minds,
and to lay before you the concern of the Spirit of
Chrift in prayer; to fhew you how he helps the
faints, and enables them to offer up their petitions
with energy, and in a manner acceptable unto the
Lord, is my end in view, and my defign in propofing
to treat upon the Scripture now before us. May the
Lord be pleafed moft gracioully to aflit me in {peak-
ing, and you in hearing, that the whole may tend to
our mutual profit and edification, and to his glory.
From what I have premifed you will obferve, that I
am not going to fpeak concerning prayer as a moral
duty or aft, binding upon all mankind, in which they
do by it acknowledge their entire dependence upon
the Lord for life, and breath, and all things; it
becoming them, as rational creatures, to adore, ad-
mire, and praife Jeumovan for all the bounties of
his providence towards them: the neglet of this is
their {in; and the obfervance of it is their bounden
duty and fervice. This, I fay, is not my fubjeét;
nor does my concern lay with fuch at this time. But
my {ubjet, text, and bufinefs, lay with, and concern
the children of the moft high God ; who are born
again of the Spirit—made partakers of a divine na-
ture—have the love of God manifefted unto them—
and the love of God fhed abroad in their hearts: who
love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity and truth, and
defire to have their daily converfation with him,
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Such perfons feel their {piritual infirmities ; and {o did
Paul, and the faints at Rome, and this is the cordial
he hath to comfort them with, Likewife the Spirit
alfo belpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
Jhould pray for as we ought : but the Spirvit stfelf maketh
suterceffion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
And be that fearcheth the bearts, knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, becaufe be maketh interceffion for the
Jaintsy according to the will of God. The truths con-
tained in thefe words, being more precious and valu-
able than the gold of Ophir, I will endeavour to
divide the fubjett thus.

Firft, by confidering the infirmities of the faints,
and their not knowing what they fhould pray for as
they ought.

Secondly, how the Holy Spirit helpeth them. The
Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.

Thirdly, how acceptable this is to God. And be
that fearcheth the bearts, knoweth what is the mind of ihe
Spirity becaufe be makceth interceffion for the faints, accord-
tng to the will of God.

Or, 1f this divifion does not feem {o ealy as you
might with, take it thus: here is, firft, our infuffici-
ency to pray without the Spirit.  Secondly, the Spi-
rit’s {ufficiency to quicken and diret us in prayer, and
that, both as it refpefts manner and matter. As for
the manner, it is with groanings which cannot be ut-
tered. As to the matter, it is according to the will
of God. Choofe which divifion you pleafe, I fhall
endeavour to preferve all that is contained in both in
my expofition on the words before us.



Ost the Interceffion of the Holy Spirit in Prayer. 338

I propofed, as the firft particular, to confider the
infirmities of the faints, thofe which Paul’s eye was
upon, and which attend ihem in the exercife of prayer.
Likewife the Spirit alfo belpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we fhould pray for as we ought : which
manifeftly points out our infufliciency to pray without
the Spirit. The Spirit of God dwells as a life-giving,
and life-maintaining Spirit in all the {aints. He abides
in them as a Spirit of regeneration and fan&ification :
and as the Spirit of God and of glory, he refteth upon
them. Notwithftanding which, the people of God,
all of them, more or lefs, have their natural, finful,
and {piritual weakneffes and infirmities in this life.
They are not indeed all equally and alike weak and
infirm. Some are weaker in knowledge, faith, and
experience, than others. Some are more eafily drawn
afide through corruption and temptation than others.
Some have lefs gifts in prayer than others, yet all
have their infirmities. They have Satan’s tempta.
tions to refift, their own internal concupifcence and
corruptions to deny and oppofe, and have their par-
ticular weakneffes and infirmities attending them in
the difcharge of duty, and in their daily walk with
God. Thefe, to their grief, they find will attend them
before, in, and after prayer. Such a burden are in-
dwelling fin, coldnefs of heart, and want of fervent
love to the Lord Jefus Chrift, their natural back-
wardnefs to pray, and the deadnefs and diftrattion
which fometimes befet them in the difcharge of the
privilege and duty of prayer, that they would inevi-
tably fink with foul-diftrefs, and faint in their minds,
did not the Spirit help their infirmities. By the Spirit,
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is not meant the Spirit of prayer in us, or the gift of
the Spirit in prayer, but the Holy Spirit of God him-
felf, who helpeth faints, by drawing forth into aft and
exercife, their faith, hope, and love, upon our Lord
Jefus Chrift; bringing home to their memories the
precious truths and promifes of God’s word ; fhed-
ding abroad the love of God in their hearts; atting
the part of a comforter to them, and by ftrengthening
them with ftrength in their fouls. He aflifts them in
a very particular manner in prayer, gives them a feel-
ing fenfe of their wants, teaches them their conftant
need of Chrift, fends them to the throne with outcries
for grace and mercy to help them in every time of
need, and makes them importunate with their heavenly
Father, that they may receive and obtain the bleffings
which they defire of him. The people of God cannot
pray without the Spirit ; they are quite infufficient of
themfelves for this glorious, divine, and heavenly ex-
ercife. Prayer is an inftituted means of grace, whereby
the foul converfes with God, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghoft, in which his people at times have attual fel-
lowthip with the Father in his love, with the Son
in his falvation, by the grace of the Holy Spirit.
And the eternal Three likewife converfe with faints
herein ; fo that the principal communion which be.
lievers have this fide glory, with the Three which
bear record in heaven, is chiefly in the ordinances of
prayer and praife: this being the very defign of it,
that the Lord’s regenerated and called ones fhould
breathe out their defires after him, make known their
wants unto him, and find, by blefled experience, that
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it is good to draw nigh unto God., Real faints are
infufficient of themfelves, without the facred agency
and energy of the divine Spirit, for this heavenly exer-
cife, feeing they know not what they fhould pray for as
they ought. This, however, has not a reference [o much
to fpiritual as temporal things. The child of God hath
in the written word, a blefled direftory for prayer:
follow him to the throne, and you will find him pray
agrecably to his prefent cafe and experience : if under
the hidings of the Lord’s countenance, he will beg for
it to be lifted up upon him: if under preflent guilt and
diftrefs, he will pray for difcoveries and manifeftations
of pardoning mercy : if iniquities prevail, he will pray
to Chrift to put forth his power to fubdue them: if
in trouble through manifold temptations, he will be
entreating the Lord to be with him in the hour of
temptation, and make a way for his efcape. Spiri-
tual bleffings, fuch as communion with God, enlarge-
ment of heart heavenward, and f{piritual alacrity to
run with delight the way of God’s commandments,
are the principal things requefled. So that here, as
we fhall fee before we conclude, the believing people
of God, are not fo much at a lofs about what they
fhould pray for refpeéting their fouls, as they are for
what belongs unto, and bath refpett to their temporal
concerns. Under peculiar difpenfations of divine
Providence towards them, when exercifed with bodily
afflition, fuch as ficknefs, poverty, and outward dif-
trefs, they, not knowing clearly the mind and will of
their heavenly Father herein, nor his end and defign
by them, are at a lofs to know what to pray for,
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whether for deliverance from it, or for a fan&ified
ufe of affliftion, and a refigned will to their hea-
venly Father’s pleafure with and towards them. They
are not capable of judging for themfelves, nor know
which would be beft for them, a ftate of profperity or
adverfity ; riches or poverty; freedom from tempta-
tions, or to be tried with them. The Lord’s people
are not 1gnorant that God is the objeft of prayer;
and that Jemovam, in his divine perfons, is to be
addrefled, and his divine perfe€tions celebrated.
They are brought by the Holy Spirit to approach the
divine perfons in their covenant offices; to know the
Lord their God; to love him for his great love
wherewith he hath loved them, of which he hath given
them this furprifing inftance, the gift of his only be-
gotten Son to be the propitiation for their fins. Under
the teaching of the Spirit, they approach the throne of
grace, to call upon the God and Father of our Lord
Jefus Chrift; and under the fame teaching they are
enabled to come into his prefence in the name, perfon,
righteoufnefs, and atonement of God’s beloved Son,
who is coequal and coeternal with the Father and the
Spirit, the all-glorious Mediator of his church and
people. The accefs which they have to the Father in
the Son, 1s through the grace of the eternal Spirit. He
dwells in believers, and confecrates their hearts for the
enjoyment of fellowfhip with the Father and the Son.
He 1s {ent from the Father and the Son, and beftowed
by them upon believers, as the Spirit of grace and of
JSupplications ; he is the breather of all fpiritual life into
them ; he alls the part of a moft gracious Comforter
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and Advocate in them; leads them to {eck the Lord;
inftruéts and counfels them in what they fhould pray
for; gives them at times holy liberty and boldnefs ;
leads them into fuch views and difcoveries of the
Father’s love towards them in his dear Son, and gives
them in prayer fuch rich enjoyment of it, that they
can fay, Truly our fellow/bip is with the Father, and
with bis Son Fefus Chrif,

I go on, and proceed to my fecond particular, how
the Holy Spirit helpeth the {aints, and his fufficiency to
quicken and dirett in prayer. The Spirit itfelf maketh
interceffion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered,
God is a Spirit, and they that wor/bip him, muft wor/bip bim
in [pivit and in truth. Al the faculties of the foul are to
be engaged, and the whole mind fhould be employed
in it.  We are, {aith Paul, of the circumcifion, which
woy/hip God in the Spivst.  Worlhip is a fpiritual aét.
It is the offering up the inward defires of our fouls
to the Lord. It is plainly and precifely a fpiritual
breathing after God : and by it may be known what
the Lord hath done for our fouls, It confifts not fo
much in words and modes of expreflion, as in ftrong
defires and vehement breathings after communion
with our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the Father in him.
Many a poor faint is troubled becaufe he cannot find
words to exprefs his defires in prayer to the Lord: he
thinks it is not prayer, becaufe not performed in that
excellent way, in which fome believers difcharge it.
It is moft certainly a blefling, when public perfons
can take in the various cafes of thofe they pray for.

1 fpeak not therefore againft gifts and eniargements in
Z.
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prayer: but let none who love the Lord Jefus Chrift,
be difcouraged becaulé they poflefs not gifts in {o great
a degree. Beloved! real prayer, inwrought prayer,
arifing from the breathing of the Spirit of God in the
heart, is a very fimple thing. To give an inflance or
example : Are there not fome of you, who go to God
in prayer? and yet at times, it may be, this is your
cale, you cannot pray—you feel hardoefs of heart, but
you mourn over it. You feel your inability to pray,
but you groan upon the account of it. You feel
your want of the Lord’s gracious prefence, and your
defires, though you do not at prefent enjoy the blef-
fing, are ardent, and vehement. This, littleas you
think of it, is real prayer. Your fecret defires after
God ; your earneft longing for his gracious prefence;
your mourning becaufe you do not enjoy more com-
munion with God, are the bleffed {ruits and effeéts of
the Holy Spirit’s dwelling in you. Let me tell you,
there is no fpiritual defire in your fouls, but God 1is
well pleafed with. He reads your hearts, obferves
what you groan and long for; and he hath faid, The
defive of the vighteous fball be granted.  But let us more
particularly attend to this,—how the Spirit helpeth the
faints in prayer, and his f{ufficiency to quicken and
diret us in the difcharge ofit.  As it is his one great
and principal work and office in us, to teach us expe-
rimentally our {piritual wants, {o he Icads us to {eek
to the Lord to relieve them. He teacheth us that, /¢

pleafed the Father, that in bim (the word made flefh)
Should all fulnefs dwell.  And that, out of bis fulnefs we
are to receive grace for grace : that the Father gives,
Chrift difpenfes, and in believing, we receive the
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bleflings of grace which are freely given unto us of
God. That for all thefe bleflings, the Lord will be
fought unto by us; and in our feeking him, he hath
promifed to renew our f{piritual ftrength. "That his
word of promife is our warrant for expeéting to receive
what we nced. Thus the Holy Spirit deals gracioufly
with us, fhewing us our wants, and giving us to feel
them ; in order that he may beget in our hearts fuit-
able defires to have our wants fuppliec. And he
prefents to our view, opens to our underftandings,
and brings home to our hearts, fome exceedingly
fuitable promife, exattly agreeable to our prefent
ftate and cafle, and by his fecret and divine teaching,
encourages us to plead it with the Lord, and to pray
it over, thereby ftrengthening our expeétations, and
encouraging our hope in God. You that are truly
praying perfons, have often found it thus with you:
when you have firlt engaged in prayer, you have at
times found little life or comfort coming into your
fouls in it ; but before you have finifhed, the bleffed
Spirit hath quickened you, by giving you{uch thoughts
of the love, grace, and mercy of God, as bave lifted
you off from yourfelves, and carried you up in faith
and meditation within the vail. You will find it
neceflary to obferve, what dealings your fouls have
with God in prayer, and how your hearts are engaged
with him in it, and drawn towards him : for as you are
with God in prayer, fo you will be more or lefs in all
your other {piritual exercifes. Sometimes you are
particularly engaged with the Lord, entreating him to
Z2
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difcover his love unto you, and he anfwers it this
way : the Holy Spirit, while you are thus prayving,
gives you f{uch thoughts and views of it, and raifes your
apprehenfions conccrning it to fuch a degree, that you
cannot exprefs them, becaufe you find in your own ex-
perience, that it furpafieth all underftanding.  So it is
alfo at particular feafons when you are bewailing the
finfulnefls of fin, and inploring a difcovering fight of
pardoning grace and mercy, the Holy Spirit is plealed
to prefent to your mind, and bring to your remem-
brance, fuch blefled declarations of mercy in the word,
as fill your hearts with holy hope in the Lord. I add,
this is the caufe why you have at {fome feafons, and in
fome parts of prayer, more liberty, boldnefs, and en-
largement of heart ; it is becaufe the Spirit is pleafed to
give you dire€t and immediate communion with God in
Chrift. Thus, the Holy Spirit quickens believers in
prayer, draws up their hearts unto the Lord, divinely
breathes upon their fouls, and direéts them in it ; by
which they fometimes know more of their heavenly
Father’s love, and of the perfon, work, and offices of
their Lord and Saviour, than by any other means.
The Holy Spirit falls in a very abundant manner,
upon his people, at times, when engaged in prayer:
fometimes, at the beginning, at other times, in the
middle, or at the conclufion. And let me give you
who are the people of God this hint: when this is
the cafe, it is good to go on and proceed, for God is
hereby giving you to know, that he hath accepted your
perfons in the beloved, and accepts your facrifices
alfo: and generally it is a blefled pledge, that you
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{hall attually fce and rececive blefled and gracious
an{wers to your petitions. I may further obferve,
the Spirit’s fufficiency to help in prayer. Firft, as to
the manner, it is wirh groanings which cannot be utlered.
And, fecondly, as to the matter, it is according to the
will of God. Believers have two molt powerful advo-
cates pleading on their behalf, the one on earth, the
other in heaven. Jefus Chrift is a moft glorious and
powerful advocate before the throne, with the Father,
on the behalf of his people, who always appears on
their behalf in his Father’s prefence, as their inter-
ceflor, and everlalting friend. You have, believers,
likewife, the Holy Ghoft which dwelleth in you,
and who 1s, by way of excellency, called zhe Com-
Sortery, which, the learned fay, is the very fame word
in the Greek, tranflated in the fecond chapter of
John's firft epiftle, verfe the firft, Advocate. Our
text tells us, that the Spirit maketh intercefion for wus.
As Chrift 1s an advocate with God for us, fo the
Spirit 1s an advocate with God in us. Chrift is an
advocate, pleading for us in his own name; the
Spirit is an advocate affifting us to plead for our-
{elves in Chrift’s name. As Chrift pleads for us in
the prefence of God; fo the Spirit direlts us to fuch
arguments, founded upon Chrift’s interceflion, as may
be ufed as pleas for ourfelves. The Spirit itfelf maketh
interceffion for us with groanings which cannol be uttered.
The Spirit doth not groan himfelf, but he excites in
us ftrong groans, by affetting us with our own con-
dition, making us importunate in our {upplications,
and frengthening us in the inward man. The Holy

23
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Spirit is an advocate to indite our petitions; and
Chrift is an advocate to prefent them. The Spirit s
our interce{Jor on earth, as Chrift is in heaven; and
as Chrift anfwers all charges, and clears us at his
Father’s bar, {fo the Spirit anfwers the accufations of
fin in the court of cenfcience, by pleading the ever-
lafting virtue of the blood of Jefus: hereby he pleads
for our peace below. And the voice of God’s Spirit is
as mighty in us, as the voice of Chrift’s blood 1s mighty
for us. The importunate breathings and defires of
the Lord’s people after him, are here very f{trongly
exprefled.  The Spirit ifelf maketh interceffion for us
with groanings which cannot be uitered. Tt implies that
their defires, their vehement breathings and importu-
nity with God are fuch as no words can exprefs; it
is alfo expreflive of the almighty grace, which the Holy
Spirit is pleafed to communicate and impart unto
believers. Therefore, when you experience freedom
with the Lord in prayer; when all your f{piritual
faculties are engaged therein; when your whole foul
is drawn out, and your heart fixed upon the Lord in
worfhip, know that all this is to be afcribed to the love
of the Holy Spirit towards you, and to his divine,
heavenly, and fpiritual operations in you. Learn to
give him the praife and glory, and look upon this as
the fruit and effe€t of his own grace working in you,
and upon you. Letus, fecondly, confider the Spirit’s
fufficiency to help in prayer, by obferving the matter
which he direés us to, as well as the manner in which
we are to exprefs ourfelves. As the manner is, with
groanings which cannot be uttered, fo the matter is
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according to the will of God. The Spirit fearcheth all
thingsy yeay the deep things of God. He knows the
whole heart of God, and alfo the whole of his revealed
will, and he leads faints to pray agreeably thereto.
God’s promiles, as they are both matter and founda-
tion for our faith, fo are they alfo for prayer. The
Holy Spirit brings them to remembrance, and helps
the faints to pray for the fulfilment of them, agree-
ably to their various cafes and necellities. The
word of God’s promife is the rule for prayer—the
Holy Spirit is the inditer of it; hence believers are
faid to pray zz the Holy Ghofi. Asthey approach the
Father in the Son’s name, the Spirit teacheth them
what they fhall pray for; he draws out their faith ;
fixeth it upon God’s promife ; helps them to wreftle
with the Lord for the fulfilment of it; and through
his facred influences in them they offer up their peti-
tions with a divine energy. The Spirit, as he knows
all the cafes, wants, and experiences of all believers:
fo he likewife knows the whole mind and will of God
towards and concerning them; and he diretts them in
prayer accordingly. He knows the love of God,
his thoughts regarding his people, what he hath de-
creed in his purpole, and declared in his promife for
their comfort; and it is his holy pleafure and delight,
to fuggeft to the minds of his praying people, fuch
Scripture encouragements as help them to be bold
with God. He, in prayer, fecretly and impercept-
ibly brings to their remembrance, fuch Scripture
motives and arguments, as he knows will prevail with
the Lord to beftow upon them, fuch grace, bleflings,
Z4
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and benefits, as they are brought to feel their need
and want of You may fee the truth of this, by
obferving all the prayers which are upon record in
the infallible Scriptures of truth. Look into the Old
Teftament, you will find the prayers ot faints founded
upon God’s revealed will in the word of promife, and
ftrong arguments made ufe of to entreat God to hear
and anfwer them. The pleas and motives are all
drawn from what God is to his people in the ever-
lafting covenant. When guilt hath been confeffed,
and fin acknowledged, his name, mercy, and long-
fuffering towards his church in a covenant way, have
been ufed and urged as a motive for his difplaying
freth difcoveries of pardoning grace and mercy. The
relation which the Lord ftands in to his people in
Chrift Jefus is often urged by Old Teftament {aints,
for the obtaining their fuit and requeft. In the New
Teflament, you will find all this improved, and every
apoftolic prayer, put up in the full perfuafion and
confidence, that God is at everlalting peace with all
his people in Chrift Jefus, whofe blood cleanfeth his
church and people from all fin. You who are
believers, if you fearch your hearts, will find God’s
word dwelling in you laid as the foundation of all
your prayers. And though you know that God is
not, cannot be wrought upon by you, and that his
promifes are given, not with a defign to move him,
but to firengthen your faith : yet this you have found,
and ftill find, that the Holy Spirit helps you to fpread
the Lord’s own word before him, and to put him
in yemembrance of it, and that in fo doing, he gives
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you fuch boldnefs and holy familiarity with the Lord,
as encourage you to expett from him all fpiritual
blefhings in Chrift Jefus. From what hath, therefore,
been delivered, we learn, that the Holy Spirit puts
us upon praying, teacheth us what to fay, and encou-
rages us in it.

I go on and proceed to my third particular, to
confider, how acceptable this is to God. And be
that fearchetb the bearts, knoweth what is the mind of
the Spivity, becanfe be maketh interceffion for the faints,
according to the will of God. To fearch the heart is
God’s peculiar property, it belongs exclufively to
him, is his divine prerogative, and he only knoweth
what is the mind of the Spirit, the affettionate defire
and meaning of the Spirit of God, in the unutterable
groans of the faints. God knows the breathing of his
own Spirit, and is well pleafed with it. Every holy
motion and defire excited by him in the foul, is well.
pleafing to the Lord. God’s reading or fearching the
heart, as here fpoken of, is for the real good and
benefit of his children, he having given unto them the
Spirit of Adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Father.
He is well pleafed with their approaches unto him
under the mfluences of the fame Spirit, who dwells in
them, and puts forth by the powerful energy of his
own grace every f{piritual att in them and by them.
You fee, that {piritual breathings and groanings in
the hearts of faints, are here faid to be the mind of
the Spirit, and God takes notice of it, fearcheth the
heart for it, and will an{wer it by his gracious accept-
ance of it: and by giving thole bleflings to his chil.
dren, which they are thus breathing for. 'The Spirit
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hereby maketh interceffion for the faints according to
the will of God. The Spirit ftirreth up the heart to
alk thole very things which the Lord means to beftow ;
and he maketh interceflion i us, by bringing God’s
love to oui remembrance, and by putting us upon
pleading the Lord’s own word with him; and God
cannot deny himlelf.  So that hereby the Spirit
maketh interceffion for us alfo, for he puts us upon
a.ﬂ{ihg according to the will of God. It is the mean-
g of the Spirit which God looks to, more than the
expreflions we ufe, for our groanings are faid to be
unutterable.  Does not this hold forth moft bleffed
encouragement to you who are the Lord’s; to you
whofe fpiritual defires are exprefled in fighs and
inward breathings, more than in any other way ?
You are ready to think and write bitter things againft
yourfelves, it may be, becaule this is your cale,
becaufe you cannot go with more holy cheerfulnefs
and alacrity to God in prayer. Hear what the pro-
phet David faith, Lord, thou hafl beard the defire of
the bumble : 1how wilt prepare their beart, thon wilt canfe
thine ear to beav. Did you never, in experience, find
the truth of this? Let me afk you, ye dearly beloved
in the Lord, hath it not fometimes furprifed and filled
you with holy wonder, gratitude, and praile, to think
of the uncxpetted way, in which the Lord hath given
you the defires of your foul? When you have in a
way of defire only, been longing for the Lord’s pre-
fence, it hath been fometimes the cale with you, that
this hath been enjoyed when you leaft expetted it;
and I add, it hath been in anfwer to your prayers.
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I doubt not but you have in experience been filled
with admiration, many a time, at God’s giving you,
not the requeft of your lips only, but the defires
of your heart. Such prayers, which, in your own
clteem, have been no better than the chatiering of a
¢rane, o a [wallsw, have been more taken notice of
than you cver expetted. The weaknefs, finfulnefs,
and unworthinefs which accompanied you in the exer-
cife of them, gave you to think your heavenly Father
would be altogether regardlefls of them, whereas,
thefe have been more anfwered and fulfilled unto
you, than many others oficred up at the throne,
more acceptable to yourfelves.  Spiritual defires and
holy breathings, are prayer in God’s account, and he
regards and will anfwer them as fuch. The children
of God are too often difcouraged from praying, and
expefling to receive abundantly from the Lord, on
account of their own wretchednefs and unworthinefs :
though it would be well, if it was wholly out of their
fight in prayer, becaule they are afking their heavenly
Father for fuch bleflings in his Son’s name, as they
cannot poflibly do without it. So that here, their
unworthinefs ought not to difcourage, but to make
them the more importunate. James tells us, zbe efec-
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. He
knew no body would objett to this : but he knew real
faints would be ready to think that their own perfonal
infirmities, their corruptions, and finfulnefs, would
render their prayers unfuccefsful, and therefore to re-
move fuch an objettion, adds E/ias (i. e. the prophet
Elijah, who was {o remarkable for prayer, and for
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being heard in prayer, and anfwered by the lLord;
was a man fubjet to like paffions as we are ; (7. e. he was
not free from finful paflions, as impatience, fear, and
unbelief, fee 1 Kings xvii. 2. and chap xix. g, 4, 10,
18.) And be prayed earnefily (or, prayed in prayer)
that it might mot rvain: and his prayer was heard, and i
rained mot on the earth by the [pace of three years and fix
months.  And be prayed again, and the beaven gave rain,
and 1be earth brought forth ber fruit. The apoftle’s view
and defign in this recital, is to prove, that the weak-
nefs and infirmities of the faints, ought not to dif-
courage them from prayer, and alfo that they fhould
be earneft and fervent in it, as was Elias, a man of
‘like paflions with themfelves. This properly attended
unto, may ferve, beloved, to remove the fame difcou-
ragements from us alfo, It is good in prayer to go to
our heavenly Father, in the firm belief of his being
our Father in Jefus. Paul fpeaks thus: Lef us draw
near with a true beart,y in full affurance of faith, baving
onr bearts [prinkled from an evil confeience, and our bodies
wafbed with pure water. By which he means, that we
fhould not draw near with the body only, but with the
heart principally, with a renewed one, which is right
with God, is hearty in its defires, and upright in its
ends, iz full affurance that God is at perfett peace with
all his people in Chrift, and hath nothing in his heart
but love towards them. It does not mean a full
affurance of faith concerning our perfonal intereft in
1t, fo much as a full affurance of faith concerning the
truth of God’s being fully and everlafting reconciled
unto all his people, through the moft precious blood-



On the futerceffion of the Holy Spirit in Prayer, 349

fhedding of his dear Son. Having our bearts fprinkled
from an evil confeience, by faith in the moft precious
blood of Chrift, which cleanfeth from all fin, and our
boates wafbed with puie water, the grace of the Holy
Spirit, which is often compared to water in the Scrip-
ture, and real internal grace which influences our out-
ward atlions, which adorn religion, and without which
our bodies cannot be prefented holy unto God. He
exhorts us to bold faft the profefion of our faith without
wavering ; for be is faithful that promifed. From the
confideration of the facrifice of Chrilt, its eternal
dignity, and everlafting efficacy, he exhorts believers
to the exercife of faith in prayer, and to draw nigh to
God, to the throne of grace, in the fincerity of their
hearts, in purity of foul and body. And that from
the following confiderations,—their having liberty and
boldnefls to enter by faith into heaven itfelf with their
prayers, through the blood of Jefus ; who hath opened
for them, and is unto them a new, living, and con-
fecrated way, for their accefls into their heavenly
Father’s prefence.  Iu whom we bave boldnefs and accefs
with confidence by the faith of bim. As it is in Chrift
that believers are accepted, fo it is through his all-
glorious mediation, that their prayers and praifes are
accepted alfo. It is good for us, at the throne, to
have our eye fixed on, and our faith employed in
confidering the eternal worth and worthinefs of the
perfon, work, and interceflion of our adorable Savi-
our. As the Father is well pleafed with him ; {o he
is alfo with every fpiritual a& of worfhip, performed
in the faith of its being accepted in him, who is the
altar which fanélifies the gift, Thus I have endea-
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voured to lay before you, how the Spirit helpeth the
faints, and quickens and direfts them in prayer, and
that he maketh interceffion in them with groanings
which cannot be uttered. I have likewife endea-
voured to fhew you, that as this is agreeable to the
will of God, it cannot but be acceptable unto him.
That it is agreeable to God’s will, appears from the
Spirit’s exciting and ftirring up believers to pray
agrecably to God’s will of promife. And here I
may add, by way of obfervation, that the Lord’s
called people, have encouragement upon encourage-
ment, to excite them to the prattice and difcharge of
this duty. The throne they approach is a throne of
grace. Their heavenly Father is on it, on purpofe to
hear their complaints, and grant their defires. As true
prayer is the breathing of his own Spirit, and accord-
ing to his will, 1t is highly acceptable unto him. And,
believers having two fuch powerful advocates, Chrift
in heaven for them, and the Spirit in them; the one
pleading before the throne of the Majefty in the hea-
vens for them, and the other pleading in them at the
throne of grace, and agreeably to the will of their hea-
venly Father, the children of God will be as wreftling
Jacobs, and muft come off prevailing Ifracls. Oh that
we might experience much of the Spirit’s powerful
efficacy and energy in prayer, and go on to pray in
faith, and in the Holy Ghoft. May what hath been de-
livered, agreeable to his will, meet with your accept-
ance, and prove beneficial to you. The Lord pardon
what 1s amifs, and accompany his own truth with his

divine blefling.  Amen,



