SERMON XIV,

Tue BENEPIT OF BEING ESTABLISHED IN
GRACE.

Hesrzws, Chap. xiii. Ver. g.

Be not carvied about.with divers and firange dofirines : for
it is a good thing that the beart be eftablifbed with grace.

\KI MEN a Scripture, taken for a text, fiands
furrounded with, or in any meafure depends
on the context, it then feems abfolutely neceflary fo
far to obferve and take in its connexion, as may ferve
to open and unfold the true genuine meaning of the
text itfelf. With this view and deflign we wili briefly
view the connexion of the paffage before us, that fo we
may be led to the right opening and unfolding of it.
The infpired writer of this epiftle had been engaged
in fetting forth moft divinely, the tranfcendent ma-
jelty, dignity, excellency, and worth of the perfon
of Chrift Jefus, God-man, with a peculiar defign to
fhew how great an high Prielt he is who 1s {et over
the houfe of God. He then proceeds to exprefs and
declare the all-fufficient fitnefs, fulnels, perfettions,
and qualifications of Chrift, as God-man, Mediator,
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for the difcharge of his work and office. He further
goes on, to fhew how far this great high Prieft, Jelus
the Son of God, exceeded and excelled all the priefts
under, and belonging to the Levitical economy : and
then he treats largely of the everlafting value of the
facrifice of his body and foul in union with his divine
perfon, to take away fin; and fhews, that pardon of {in,
{anttification, boldnefs, and accels with confidence into
the holicft, are but the fruits and effects of it.  As he
draws to a clofe of this moft divine epiftle, he, ac-
cording to the ufual method of the apoftolic writers,
gives fundry inftrutions and exhortations f{uited to
thofe to whom he direéts it. It may not be amifs here
to obferve that duty and praélice, given forth by the
facred writers, are founded upon the doélrine which
was delivered by them, as the only foundation to
fupport prattice ; and as that which gave life, being,
and energy thereto. All apoftolical exhortations are,
throughout the epiltles, addreffed to fuch as profefled
to know Chrift, and the Father’s love in him to their
own fouls, by means of thofe doéirinal truths, which
by the miniftry of the word had been difpenfed to
them ; by which the eternal Spirit had enlightened
their minds, wrought faith in their hearts, and enabled
them to make a confeffion of it with their mouths.
Exhortations to golpel converfation, duties, and
prafiice, are all given to fuch as are confidered
believers in Chrilt Jefus, one in him, and with him,
and are urged by motives drawn from God’s ever-
lafting love and free grace, as all-fufficient to excite
and influence to the obfervance of them. Alfo they
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are given after the doélrinal part of the epiftles is
clofed, to thew that obedience is but the fruit of
faith, not the caufe of it; that obedience follows
upon receiving the truth as it is in Jefus, not going
before to prepare the mind for the reception of
it. It is in proportion to the growth and ftrength
of faith, that the fruits of it abound. Faith receives
neither fupport nor nourifhment from its fruits, but
muil be, and is wholly fupported by evangelical doc-
trine ; to the end it may be in vigour to put forth its
proper fruits, and produce its proper effetts. If this
was but attended to, both by preachers and hearers,
it would then clearly appear, that all our faith in God
is {upported by what we know of Chrift from the
word, and by the Spirit; and that our fpiritual walk
and praflice in every part and branch thereof, are
influenced by bringing the truths of the everlafting
gofpel into conftant ufe and experience ; for it is only
as our hearts are influenced by them, that our walk
can be holy, {piritual, and evangelical.

In the chapter which is now before us, the apoftle
exhorts to the continuance and exercife of brotherly-
love, to fhew holpitality to ftrangers, and {ympathy
to afflited and imprifoned faints: to live chafte and
worthy of the marriage ftate, which is an honourable
one: to be contented in our f{tations, and with our
circumflances, refting on the Lords promife, by
which we are aflured hbe will not leave nor forfake us:
to fhew Tefpett and honour to our {pinitual paftors
and guides, confidering how they bear a teltimony to
Chrift both in their lives and deaths, who after they
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have perfevered in the faith to the end, frequently
die happy and triumphing in the Lord, with evident
proofs of his grace and favour. And, feeing Chrift’s
grace and favour arc always one and the fame, he being
Tefus Chrift the fame ycfierday, and to day, and for ever ;
his grace and power are fufficient, and fhall produce
the fame effeéls in {uch as believe, as were manifeft
in thefe witnefls bearers, as far as will promote the
Lords glory, and his people’s good. The apcitle
further exhorts them, Be not carried about with divers
and firange doiirines, which he fpeaks by way of dif-
fuading them from returning back to Judaifm, and
the obfervance of the ceremonial law; for, fays he, ##
s a good thing that the beart ke ¢flabliffied with grace,
nol with meals ; alluding to {fome among them who, it
may be, made holinefs to confift in abftaining from
fuch food as was prohibited by the Mofaic law ; which
being now abrogated by the death of Chrift, could not
profit {uch as were occupied in obferving abltinence
from the meats forbidden thercby. To caft furthex
light upon the {ubjeét, it may be remarked, that this
epiftle was written and fent to the believing Hebrews,
juft before the deftruction of Jerufalem, and the burn-
ing of the temple by the Romans. And, as times of
diftrefs and perfecution ferve to try profeffors of the
gofpel ; fo, as the wrath of the almighty was about to
fall on the Jewilh unbelieving nation and pcople to
the uttermoft, many commotions were among the
inhabitants of Jerualem, and many wno had fre.
quented the Chriftian affemblies, profeffed faith in
Chrift, and belonged to his church there, began to
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withdraw from it; to ebftain from church meetings,
peglect the public ordinances, to be cold and thy of
their profeffion of the gofpel, and were in danger to be
drawn from 1t, by mcans of the ceremonial obferv-
ances of the apoltate Jews, kept up by them in open
defance of Chrift's finifhed facrifice.  To putan end
to this, the Lord permits the temple to be burnt,
and the cty rafed to its foundation. On thefe ac-
counts 1t Is that {o many awful things are uttered in
this epiftle concerning apoftates, the like to which are
not found in other epif’des, nd which are here deli-
vered to fuch as flood in danger of, and to prevent
them from apoftacy. If it be queried, can believers
fell from Chrifl, and totally perifh ? which may be
afked, fecing the expreflions ufed of apoflates in this
epiftle are very high and firong indeed, the anfwer
is pofitive: true believers in Chrifl cannot. But the
vilible church of Chrift is made up of fervants, as
well as fons, and the jervant abideil not in the boufe
Jor ever.  All the vilible church of Chrift are not
the eleiz of God, holy and beloved. Such as are but
bare profeflors, are in danger of falling, let their
gifts and attainments be ever fo high, conipicuous,
and glorious. And their fall often difnonours Chrilt,
hurts his true people, is attended with great guilt and
injury to their own fouls, and fhould, if poflible, be
prevented by the feafonable admonitions of the gol-
pel.  Be not, fays Paul, carvied about with divers and
frange docirines.  The truth of God is one uniform
fyftem and chain of dottrine, which begins in God,
and ends m him ; but errors about, and concerning it,
are divers, ftrange, and various, ana have frequently
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fuch a glofs fet on them, as to be beguiling and be-
witching to unftable fouls; to preferve from which
nothing 1s more effe€tual than to have the heart efta-
blithed with grace. Here are three things in the text
which I propofe to fet before you.

Firft, I will briefly inquire and declare what we
are to underftand by the word grace, in this Scrip-
ture.

Secondly, thew that theve is a mecelfity soar the
heart be eflablifbed with grace.

Thirdly, That it 7s a good ihing that the bear! be
effablifbed with it: and the bleflings which are the
fruits and effetts of it fhall be ftated to you.

As to our firlt particular, what we are to under-
ftand by the word grace in the Scripture before us,
and which is the prefent queftion: the word grace,
as made ufe of by tbe infpired writers of the New
Teftament, 1s valtly comprehenfive, and has various
meanings. In its grand, original, and primitive {ig-
nification, as ufed by them, i1t 1s taken for, and is
expreflive of the free, eternzl, everlafting favour and
love of God, which is the ocean, fountain, {pring
and fource, of all the bleflings, benefits, gifts, and
graces we receive from him. From this infinite
fountain, the free favour and love of God, which
arofe within him/felf, from his own heart, and which was
the good pleafure of his immutable will, flow and pro-
ceed all the a&ts of his grace towards, in, and upon us.
See 2 Tim. 1. 9. Who hath faved us, and called us with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but according fo
bis own purpofe and grace, which was given us in Chrif}
Fefus, before the world began. Our eternal, perfonal,
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unconditional eleftion in Chrilt ; our union with him,
intereft in him, relation to him, and acceptation in him,
together with our being blefled in him with all fpiritual
blefflings, are all aftribed to the praife of the glory of
God’s grace in Eph. i. 6. The covenant, which ob-
tained among the perfons in the Godhead, upon the
foreviews of the fall, in which the coeternal Three {uf-
tained diftint offices, and engaged to exercife everlaft-
ing love and mercy to the elect in their fallen ftate, was
all of grace; and we commonly ftyle this covenant of
the trinity on our behalf, the covenant of grace. God
{o loving the elett, conflidered in their fallen {tate, 2s to
give his only begotten Son, and to fend him to obey
and die for them, is attributed to grace. See John
i, 16, God’s imputing the {ins of the elett to Chrift,
and his righteoufhefs unto them ; his atts of juftifica-
tion and pardon, pronouncing them, upon the footing
of Chrift's righteoulnefs placed to their account, per-
feetly righteous, and declaring them juftified from all
things ; his blotting out 2ll their trefpafles, and freely
forgiving all their iniquities, are the fruits of free grace.
See Rom. 111, 24.—Eph.i. 7. We readin Rom. v. 15.
of the grace of God, and the gifi by grace : which muft
mean the favour of God in his own heart towards
us, in diftinttion from all gifts given by God unto us;
yea, from Chrift himfelf, that unfpeakable gift; and
by the gift by grace, mult be meant Chrift’s righte-
oufnefs, which, in reiation to us, and as flowing from
that original grace in God, is called tke gift 2y grace,
or the gift of grace. The influences, operations,
working and breathings of the Holy Ghoft in regene-
U
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ration, quickening, enlightening, revealing, and ap-
plying Chrift, and putting us into an aétual enjoy-
ment of Chrift and his falvation, are the effefls of the
covenant of grace; therefore it is all of grace, But
to clofe; as briefly as poffible, a fubjeét fo vaft, that
if taken in to its full Jatitude, with the glorious
cpithets given 1t, fuch as free grace, riches of grace,
exceeding riches of grace, &c. might well fuffice of
itfelf for a difcourfe, I only add that gofpel gifts
for preaching, 2 Cor. vi. 1. graces wrought in us by
the Holy Ghoft, 2 Cor. xil. 12. bear the title of grace
in the facred pages, as might at large be proved, fee
Ats xx. 24. Hence Paul fpeaks of fome having fallen
from grace, fee Gal. v. 4. by which he means the
truths and dottrines of it. But to come hoine to the
queflion before us, what are we to underftand by the
word grace in the text? I conccive that by the word
grace in this pallage, the doétrine of God’s free grace
without us, in his own heart towards wus, together
with the blefled operations of the Holy Spirit within
us, are intended by the grace here {poken of, and this,
I think, bids fair to be the true meaning of the apoftle.
To which, by way of illuftration and confirmation, 1
add, that the dotirine of God’s grace revealed in the
gofpel, is eminently Ryled the grace of God that bring-
eth falvation, fce Titus ii. 11. And this falvation,
thus revealed, when it is brought home to the heart
by the Holy Ghoft, produces its blefled fruits and
confequences in the perfon to whom it becomes the
power of God. I fhall therefore confider the word
grace in my text, as containing in it both the dotirine
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of grace, and inherent grace, and, as here ufed, to be
truly applicable to both. Firft, then, as it refpeéls
the dottrine of grace, which 1s ftyled wholefome words,
the words of our Lovd Fefus Chrift, and the dofivine which
i5 according 1o godlinefs, 1 Tim. vi. 3. Thefe truths
contain that facred fyftem of divinity, which includes
all the fundamentals of the everlalting gofpel of the
bleffed God; that myftery of his mind and will which
reveals and fets forth to us the whole counfel and co-
venant of the eternal Three, the record of God con-
cerning his Son, by which he declareth that be that
believeth bath everlafling life.  As the whole of the
gofpel, in all its myfteries, in its high and grand ori-
ginal, with the great falvation contained in it, and the
bleflings, graces, confolations, privileges, promifes, and
encouragements of it, were fully, freely, clearly, and
impartially preached by the apoftles ; o it was attended
with the Holy Ghoft fent down from heaven, to the
minds and hearts of many who bheard it; by which
means they were made partakers of the divine nature,
renewed in their minds, and quickened with {piritual
life in their fouls, and brought to a faving knowledge
of the Lord, and to a true and atual clofure with
him, by means of the word of truth. The dofirines
of grace, as taught by the apoftles, and as clothed
with the energy of the Spirit, who accompanied them
with his power and demonftration to the mind, were
the means of a {piritual birth, of producing a new
creation n the foul, turning it from darknels unto
light, and from the power of darknefs unto the
kingdom of God’s dear Son. Thefe, attended by
Uz
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the influence of the Holy Ghoft, produced faith
and the whole affembly of chriftian graces, and were
mighty to the pulling down the {trong holds of fin,
to the lifting of the heart from all falfe dependence,
and fixing it upon the immutable rock of Gods
eternal decrees and purpoles; vielding to the mind
divine {upport; to the conlcience, perfett peace; to
the heart, everlalting confolation and good hope
through grace; and drawing the afleflions, and fixing
them upon Chiift, as the fupreme objelt for love
and delight, Thus, firs, in thole days, were finners
wrought upon, drawn to, and fized upon Chrift.
Their underftandings were enlightened to know from
the gofpel, that it was God’s will to fave them by
Jefus Chrift, Their wills were fantlified by the belief
of this important trath, that Chry? Jofius came into the
quorld 1o fave finners. "Their hearts were filled with
the love of Chrift, and they walked in union and
communion with him, adorning his goipel by their
lives and eonverfations; fhewing forth the praifes
of him who had called them to glory and virtue;
going on looking to him as their captain, leader, and
zuide ; leaving their {ouls and bodies, their temporal,
fpiritual, and cternal concerns with him; and thus
they lived Chrift; lived on bim as their food, and
to him as their end; finding no higher defire in their
fouls than this, that Chrift might be m them {piritually
and experimentally, their all 1 all upon earth, and
their all in all in heaven throughout eternity.  Sirs, 1t
is of vaft importance to hold forth a clear profeffion of
the doftrine of grace, and to be able to declare a true



The Benefit of being eflabliffed in Grace. 293

work of grace wrought in our hearts by the Spirit of
God, agreeably to the truth of the doéirine we pro-
fels; and this work of grace, which we fometimes
ftyle inherent grace, becaufe wrought m our {ouls by
the inward operation of the Spirit of God, 1s, I con-
ceive, to be alfo confidered by us as contained in
the word, grace, before us; and it may well bear this
name, it being grace indced. For the quickening
our fouls with fpiritual life, making us new creatures
in Chrift, and bringing us into open fellowfhip with
God and his Son Jefus Chrifty are indeed atls of
grace ; for hereby are we made meet to be partakers
of the inheritance of the faints in light. And this
grace is moft truly marvellous and divine; God’s
eternal purpofe of grace in his own heart and within
him{elf, towards us, now attually beginning to take
cffe& within us; and he communicates to us from our
head Chrift, eternal life,  This 1s conveyed into our
fouls by the myfterious agency of the Holy Gholt;
who confecrates us as his temples for fellowihip with
the Father and the Son; which divine communion is
carried on by the indwelling of the Spirit in us, who
fo reveals the grace of Jefus, takes of his falvation,
and fhews it unto us, fhedding abroad in our hearts
the love of the Father, that we fee, tafte, and feel,
that God is love, that Chrilt is precious unto us; and
have each of our fpiritual fenfes and faculties fatis-
fied with the loving-kindnefs of the Lord: according
to his promile, My people fhall be fatisfied with my
goodnefs, faith the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 14. Before I clofe
this head, withing to deliver myfelf with exattnefs and
Ug
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precifion, 1 would exprefs my fentiments of what I
ftyle inherent grace, thus: that it confifts, in a fpiri-
tual perception, inward apprehenfions, difpofitions,
and affections created by the Holy Ghoft in the fouls
of thofe who are born of God; that fuch are fitted
for God, and the things of God; to take holy delight
in him ; to have holy breathings after him; to hunger
and thirft after righteoufnefs; to long for Chrift’s
prefence ; to have a fpiritual appetite to feed upon him
as the bread of everlafting life.  This brings me,
Secondly, to fhew that there is a neccffity for the
heart to be eftablifhed with grace. This is a truth
which every one who is born of the Spirit, muft
more or lefs know and feel. Where the Spirit of
God dwells, there fin is known in its guilt, felt in its
power, and the emptinels of all the faculties, by
means of the fall, 1s experienced. WWhen the Holy
Spirit hath revealed the fuperexcellencies of Chrift,
his all {ufficiency as a Saviour, and his fuitablenefs as
fuch, this begets {ome longings after him, thirftings
for him, defires to be found in him, and high prizings
of his blood and rightecoufnefs. Many there are, who
have not yet clofed in with Chrift, cannot fay he loved
them and wathed them from their fins in his own blood,
know not that their fins are pardoned, and that their
names are in heaven, who yet are among the number
of God’s beloved, called and regenerated ones. The
Holy Spirit hath thus far wrought within them, that
they feel themfelves to be in themfelves, finful, mi-
ferable, loft finners, juftly deferving of God’s wrath
and curfe in time and eternity : they are emptied of
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all crcature dependence and felf-fufficiency: their
hearts are broken and humbled with a true and
thorough fight, fenfe, feeling, and experience of fin :
they have heard of Chrift, and of his infinite pity,
tendernefs and compaflion, love and mercy, to finners
like themlelves: the Lord the Spirit has brought
them on fo far, as to attend the preaching of the ever-
lafting gofpel ; and though they may be as bruifed
reeds and fmoking flax, incapable of exprefling their
wants, of uttering themfelves on fpiritual matters to
others, {o as to be underftood, yet they find, in the
preaching of Chrift crucified, that which fuits them.
Often the Holy Ghotft is pleafed to work by means
of the word upon them, fo that they long for Chrift’s
prelence, to kunow him, and be fund in bim. His
fufferings, blood-fhedding, facrifice, and death, yield
them balfamic virtue, healing their wounds, and re-
viving their broken and contrite fpirits : and they find
that when thefe fubjefls make a principal part of the
minifiry of the word, they fweetly encourage their
faith and hope in him ; fo that they prize and value
his blood as efficacious to cleanfe them from all their
fpots and flains.  And though they cannot yet fay of
Chrift for themfelves, be loved me, and gave bimfelf for
me, yet they truft in him, wait on him in his ordi-
dances, longing for him to arife upon them as zhe
Suir of righteoufnefs with bealing in his wings. Such,
though they may be called feekers only and inquirers
after Chrift, yet they are bleffed, the Holy Ghoft
having faid, Blefled are all they that wait for him. Let
tbe beart of them rejoice that feek the Lord, Upon fuch
U4
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perfons, in the Lord’s good time, he caufes his light
of grace to break forth more clearly, fhining within
and upon them, caufing the {piritual faculiics to ex-
pand and open, and to be exercifed more particularly
upon the truths, dofirines, and myfteries of grace;
and thus their fpiritual {enfes are brought to tafle the
fweetnefs of divine truth, to have an inward relith of
it, to find divine f{weetnels and nourifhment from
it, to perceive its {piritual glory and excellency ; and
in receiving and digefting it, they are brought to find
the dotirine of God's free grace to be wholefome;
or, as Mr. Toplady fays, ¢ Salutary, health-giving
« dottrine ; not only right and found in itlell, but
¢ conducing to the {piritual ftrength and healh of thofe
% who receive it.” By this means they are nourifhed
up unto eternal life. It is thus the Lord carvies on
his work in the fouls of his people. When he is
pleafed firft to work upon their fouls, by his regene-
rating grace, the open difcovery of it breaks forth
in fpiritual affettions to Ccd, and the things of
God. All feems to be life and vigour, and much is
done, many difficultics are overcome, and fin is but
little felt in the foul: Asthe Lord increafes his people
with the increafe of God, they find great changes and
alterations in their frames, feelings, and experiences,
Sometimes a damp or death is permitted to be brought
upon their comforts, experiences, frames, and affec-
tions, to the intent they may learn and know that the
grace of God is to difcover itfelf, and be fupremely
operative in their underftandings and wills : that they,
having the greateft truth ever revealed and uttered by
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¢he Lord himfe1f to fatisfy, engage, and exercife their
minds, and the chicfeflt, {fupremef}, and moft compre-
henfive good in carth or heaven to fatisfy, and influ-
ence their wills, and give them perfett content, the
cificacy thereof in the underftanding and will, is to
command all the faculties of the foul, and thereby
Chriit and God in him are to become their fupreme
joy and delight. Thus, upon a clearer knowledge
of Chrift, all paft experience is done away, {o as to be
difeftecrned, and not trufted in, way being now made
for their Tiving fimply by faith on him, by means of
thofe bright views they now have of Chrift as their
Saviour and complete falvation, Hence may appear,
the necellity of having the heart eftablifhed in grace,
taking it in that two-fold fenfe which has already been
given of 1t. To {pcak firlt of being eltablifhed with
inherent grace, which is a {ubject, when rightly ex-
prefled and explained, ufeful and profitable to the
children of Gad, they being the [ubjells of it, and it
being a {ubjelt of fpiritual fenfe, which, when clearly
{tated and {et before them in the miniftry of the word,
yields them fpirityal comfort, profit, and encourage-
ment. On this account it is that God’s people in
general are {o fond of what they ftyle experimental
preaching; and that, becaufe when the true work of
the Holy Ghoft in his office and indwelling in the
fouls of the regenerate, how he atts within, and main.
tains and carries an his work in their hearts, in reveal.
ing Chrift in them, and bringing them to believe on him,
putting them thereby into the attual poffeffion of him,
his falvation, graces, and bleflings, is made known
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and underftood by them to be purcly his work, they
finding and feeling themfelves to be the fubjels of
this work, can fet to their feals that God is true, that
he hath thus far wrought in them, and upon them, to
the glory and praile of his grace. Nor is there any
legality in this; the work of the Holy Ghoft, n the
whole of his economy. {flowing as freely from the
covenant of grace, as the work of Chrift; yea, we
are {aid to be faved by the wafbing of vegenevation, and
renewing of the Holy Ghefl, Uit iii. 5. which 1s thus
exprefled, to fhew that falvation depends upon cach
of the diftin&t offices which the cternal Three are
engaged in on our behalf. It is good and profitable
to converle at times with {fuch as are experimentally
acquainted with God and his Son Jefus Chrift, and
hold communion with them, by the influences of the
Holy Ghoft. I confefs, I look not on it as fafe to
deal with, and attend much to what paflfes in this
profefling, trifling age, for experience, and what bears
the name of it. 1 leave others to judge for them-
felves. I choofe to view what deferves that title, by
looking at the expericnces recorded in the written
word. And, upon a clofe {urvey of them, 1 find
they all {pring from, and are the effells of the {aving
knowledge of God and divine truth; and are influ-
enced, increafed, and fupported thereby. That they
were fed, maintained, and increafed by the word of
God, dwelling in believers, and as brought home and
applied to their cafes and neceflities by the Lord the
Spirit. True genuine experience confits principally in
this: the Holy Spirit is pleafed, in his infinite grace, to
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open and explain the Scriptures unto us, making them
the ground of our faith, and giving us to feel their
energy, making the experience contained in them our
own; revealing Chrift, as fet forth in the word to us,
and filling our hearts with his love, agreeably to what
is revealed of it in the word of the gofpel. The people
of God therefore need to be taught, and brought to an
acquaintance with the nature of true gofpel grace, and
what the experience which it produces is; they need
to be acquainted with the real work of God within
them, with his method of firengthening, refrefhing,
comforting, and quickening them, that they may be
confident where they have good grounds, and go
on in the Lord’s ways as bold as lions. There is a
neceflity that their hearts be eftablifhed with grace, as
it refpetts their knowing for themlelves, that a true
work 1s wrought in them ; that Chrift is in them the
hope of glory ; and that their works are wrought in
God, as Chrift’s expreffion is, John iii. 21, This ne-
ceflity will ealily be feen: for without it they will
be, as to themfelves, at an uncertainty, as it refpeéls
the ftate and cafe of their own fouls. Let us therefore
diligently ftudy the work of God’s holy Spirit within
us, compare it with the written word, and carefully
diftinguifh between natural and f{piritual alts and
affelions ; moral refinements and fupernatural rege-
neration. Nor let it be forgotten by us, that the grace
of God within us, is only difcoverable to ourfelves,
as the Holy Spirit fhines upon his own work in our
fouls. Though it be the fubjett of fpiritual fenfe, yet
that faculty cannot exercife itfelf but as fhone upon
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by the light of the divine Spirit: and to know our
own perfonal Ipiritual cale and ftate, what it really Is,
and what our {piritval knowledge, faith, and experi-
ence of Chrift amount to, and really are, muft con-
duce to our {piritual profit. It will arm us againft our
{piritual enemies, prevent and put a ftep to prattical
doubting and unbelicf; and caule us to glory in the
Lord, and to praife him as our own God, guide, and
portion. To {peak out freely, and declare fully and
experimentally, the influences and operations of the
Holy Spirit within us, as they really are, 1s exceed-
ingly difficult, and not calily to be done. Itis what
the preachers of Chrift can more ealily engage in,
to preach the dottrines of the grace of God, than
defcribe the influences and effefts produced in the
hearts of God’s children by them, through the Spirit
of God. 1 therefore clole this part of the {ubjeét,
concerning the nccellity of the heart’s being clta-
blifhed with grace, as it refpetts the inward experi-
ence of it in our fouls, with this—that every dottrine
of grace hath its inward eflicacy, power, and influcnce
on every faculty of the new man, and that it is the
doltrine of grace which produceth, increafeth, and
nourifheth the work of grace. For, as the dottrines
of free grace enter the foul, through the channel of
regeneration, by which means they have their being
and exiftence there, they produce every aét wrought
in it by the Spirit of God, and drawn forth by him
into ufe and pratiice.

I proceed, fecondly, to confider the neceflity of the
heart’s being eftablifhed with grace, as it refpeéts the
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dofirines of it. Without knowledge the heart is not
good, and the dotlrines of grace are in their own
nature, influence, and tendency, good, and make them
fo who cordially receive and embrace them ; there-
fore there 1s a necefiity that the heart be eftablithed
with them, and in them. It is true, the believer in
Chrift is not denominated a believer from his having
his heart eitablifhed with grace, but on account of his
looking to, believing on, and trufting in the perfon,
righteoufnefs, and atonement of Chrilt Jefus, who is
the immediate objeCt of his faith and hope, the ever-
lalting foundation to bear up his perfon, and fupport
him in life, death, and throughout eternity. As his
all, therefore, denends on Chrift without him, on the
everlafting covenant between God and the Lamb, it is
therefore neceliary that his beart thould be eftablifhed
in thofe dottrines, which hold forth this ineftimably
precious grace, and help to a view thereof. The
believer has his corruptions isherent within  him,
to wound his heart, to bring guilt into his mind;
the fubtleties of hell to menace and withand him ;
with an ungodly generation, who will be f{ure to hate
and vex his righteous foul: {o that he muft and will
find it to be ablolutely neceflary for him to make ufe
of thofe eternal truths revealed by the Lord in his
written word, as his fhield, and by them to encourage
himfelf in bim as the Lord his God. And thefe doc-
trines, both particularly and fummarily, tend to efta-
blith the heart, and confirm the faith and hope of the
child of God. They are, each and all of them, im-
mutable verities, upon which we may f{afely venture
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and rely. In their own nature and influence, they
lead off from, and out of felf, and ferve to fix our
hearts wholly and for ever on the Lord. Elettion is a
fundamental, and alfo an eftablifhing truth, as viewed
in the light of the Spirit, and believed by the faith
which is of his operation; as by it we fee that our
intereft in Chrift is built upon the free, fovereign,
everlafting love of God, which knows no beginning
nor end, but is as immutable, and remains as un-
changeable as the will and nature of Jenovamn.

The myftery of Chrift’s perfon, as God dwelling
perfonally in our nature, manifefled in the fleth to
take away fin, is a fubjeft, in which the incompre-
henfible glories, riches, and freenefls of grace break
forth; and as it fhines on our minds, it fills our
fouls with admiration and praife. The atonement of
Chrift, which is a perfonal, particular, full and all-
fufficient one, including and comprehending all the
fins, guilt, and filth of God’s eleét; the foundation of
which was laid in the everlafting tranfaétion between
the Father and the Son, in the counfel and covenant
of peace ; the worth and efficacy of which flow from
the refponfibility of our redeeming furety, as the eflen-
tial Son of the Father; according to whofe will, and
at whofe call, our Jefus engaged to be the atoning
facrifice ; holds forth a folid ground for peace, joy,
and confolation: {fo does every part and branch of
the fyftem of divine truth.  And it is the doétrines of
grace, which muft be the means, in the hands of the
Spirit, to beget faith, to increafe it, to promote its
growth, to uphold and firengthen it. Therefore,
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there is a neceflity that the dotlrines of free grace,
God’s everlafting love, and Chrift’s finithed redemp-
tion, thould be continually preached, though they
may be already known, and their influence and
energy felt in the heart, becaufe our walk with God,
and confidence in him, receive all their encourage-
ments therefrom. We are called to live by faith in
God, to hold communion with him, and we cannot
maintain confidence before him but upon the founda-
tion of the doftrines of grace ; fo that there muft be a
necellity for the heart to know, and be eltablifhed with
them. There are times when belicvers cannot live
without them. There are {ealons when their minds
are invaded with diftrefls, when f{in is permitted to
flare them in the face, Satan let loofe upon them
to buffet them, and they are forced to rely upon,
and plead the covenant of the eternal trinity, as the
fole foundation of their hope. There are feafons
when they cannot pray, otherwife than by filent,
inward groans, which come from their hearts, as
deeply afflitied and diftrefled with foul burthens and
conflicts, which ferve to prove to them the abfolute
need they have of being eftablifhed with the do&trines
of the grace of God, and alfo make way for their
ellablithment; for they never feel the worth and value
of divine truth more, than at fuch feafons. And,
though it may not be readily received, yet I dare be
bold to affirm, you never cxercile true faith better,
nor does it ever appear fironger, than when you have
fuch feafons as to be forely afflifled with a fpiritual
fenfe of your indwelling fin and mileries, and are
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greatly exerciled with temptations; this draws [crth
the exercife of faith upon the everlalting covenant,
word, promife, and oath of Cod; you ground your
plea on Chrift and his blood, and are often bold to
fay, I will uot let thee go except thou blefs me. Such
feafons and cafes thew us the neceflity of an eflablifh-
ment in grace; and the Lord defigns to teach us by
them, how to improve our confidence in him, by faith
m his written word ; when all in ourfelves, as to fenfe,
feeling, and cxperience, makes againft us. The text
tpeaks of the heart’s being cftablifhed with grace—not
the head: it being a poffible cafe, to have a theore-
zical knowledge of truth in the head, when the influ-
ence of it 1s not felt mn the heart.  And though it is
certain the head muft be enlightcned with the know-
ledge of truth, before the heart can experience the
virtue and eflicacy of it; yet it is thus exprefled in
the words before us, to point out the quickening, ope-
rative virtue of divine truth, when it is reccived into
the heart, believed, embraced, and maintained there.
This brings me, thirdly, to fhew that 77 75 a good thing
that the heart be eftablifhed with grace; and to fet
forth the fruits and effetls of it. It being abfolutely
neceflary to promote the comfort and well-being of
the child of God, and to promote his {piritual growth,
that the beart be eflallflied with grace, it muft therefore
be a good thing, as it promotes good aims, and brings
to a right end. It is alfo good, inaimuch as it is a
prelervative againft error, an antidote againft unbelief,
and a choice cordial to cheer, refrcfh, and revive the
foul in {caflons of heavincfs and diftrels. This 1s the
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work of the Holy Spirit, and he effefts and accom-
plifiicth it thus: by enabling the believer to live the
truths of the gofpel in his own mind, bringing him to
give full credit to them, and {o to mix faith with
them, that {piriteal nourithment is derived from them;
and thus they become the means of the believer's
growing into an cxperimental and practical acquaint-
ance with Chrift Jefus, fo as to be rooted and
grounded i1n and upon. him, as being one with
him, the foundation, and living in him as his root,
head, and fountain of fpiritual life. I do not con-
ceive that any finner does, immediately upon the firft
work of the Spirit of God upen him, clofe direttly
with Chrift.  When the Holy Spirit {irlt reveals the
worth and efficacy of Chrift, and {ets before the eyes
of the mind of the enlightened perfon, the righteouf-
nefs and atonement of the bleeding Lamb, he thereby
draws the foul to long to have a part and intereft in
Chrift. He gives the foul {uch a view of the exceed-
ing glories of Chrift’s righteoufnels, and fuch concep-
tions of the virtue of his blood, as caufes the heart to
breathe after Chrilt, as the pearl of great price. Yet it
is by a further overpowering light created in the un-
derftanding that the finner clofes in with Jefus, as the
Spirit is pleafed to give a more comprehenfive know-
ledge of him in and by the word, to the underftanding
and heart of the enlightened man, helping the foul
to clofe in with Chrilt under clear, diftin&, {piri-
tual apprehenfions of him, accompanied with a joy
which is unfpeakable and full of glory. Now it is that

the believer lives in views of Chrift, the obje&t of
X
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s faith; and he is carried above all his fins and
miicries as long as he keeps Clift in view, and lives
on him as his righteoulnefs and poopitiation; fo that
he triumphs in his Redeemer with holy joy, and finds
the word of reconciliation to afford him increafing
pleafure and fweetnefs.  And as he is taught of the
Spirit to be {kiltul in the exercife of fatth, and in the
word of grace, he goes on growing firmg in the Lord,
and in the power of Lis mighty, and finds that every
part of the golpel revelatton ferves to increafe hi
confidence and joy in God; the believer thus finds
it to be a good thing indeed, to have his heart efta-
blifhed with grace. But this is not prefendy the cale
with him; for, though it is the very end of the
gofpel and its ordinances to promote, and the work
of the Holy Spirit to accomplifh it, yet it is {lowly
and by degrees that believers are brought to 1t; and
when they are, their eflablilhment does not prevent
their being tried and grievouily affaulted by their
fpiritual enemies. On fuch of the Lord’s beloved
ones as are not cftablithed with grace, Satan’s affaults
arc, to keep them from Chrift, tempting them to
doubt either of his willingnefs, or ability to fave
them ; and if they receive cencouragement from the
word, then he will fir up, if poffible, their corrup-
tions, or by ten thoufand fears and cares hinder them
from digefting the word by faith and {piritual medita-
tion. Such as arc eftablifiied, Satan changes the mode
of his attack on them, trying, if pofible, to fap the foun-
dation of their faith. And, well knowing how much
they are inclined to fenfe and feeling, he will ever
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feek to keep them looking at comforts, enlargements,
and upliftings, that fo they may withdraw their eye
from Chrift: or he will put them in remembrance of
their deadunefs and formality in duty, bring home their
fins, reminding them of them, or bring the Scripture
to their memories with a view to legalize their hearts;
it being impoflible he fhould bave any other aim
or end in view. Thus it is often the cafe, that the
believer who is higheft advanced into perfonal com-
munion with God, has the {oreft conflits with his own
heart, and is moft befety oppofed, and alfaulted by
the devil. You may place grace in what you will,
but it confifts not in unfpeakable comforts and confo-
lations, but is chiefly exprefled in high eftimations
and valuations of Chrilt, who exceeds all your {piri-
tual graces and comforts as much, yea, infinitely more
than the heavens do the earth. You may think as
you pleafe ; but if God 1s carrying you on in a con-
formity to Chrift, you are not alWéys then brimful
of joy in the Holy Gholt: but you are fometimes in
the valley of defertion, and alfo of temptation, and
have the fame experience, in your meafure, that your
head had, when he faid, Buz 1 am poor and forrowful :
let thy falvation, O God, fet me up on bigh. Plalm Ixix.
29, As it is good to have the heart eftablifhed with
grace, in the belief of God the Father’s everlafting
love, God the Son’s complete falvation, and God the
Holy Spirit’s teftimony thereof, {o the fruits of it re-
dound to God’s glory, and to the benefit of ourfelves
and others alfo. They will redound to the Lord’s
glory, inafmuch as the eftablifhed believer, having
X 2
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views of cach of the divine perfons in the uncreated
cllence, his intereft in them, and of the intereft the
whole elett have in Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,
will be led to give that tribute of glory to them ac-
cording to their diftinél perfonalities, and offices in the
covenant, as is their due. In doing which there will
be an attual perfonal intercourfe held with each of
them in their divine economical offices. The Father’s
love and perfonal aéts of grace will be recounted and
acknowledged. The Son’s ancient love and engage-
ments, his work of falvation and mediation, will be
confefled, and his name will be celebrated on account
thereof. The Holy Spirit, who is the eflicient of all
grace and glory in us, will be worfhipped in his per-
fonality, and have his diftintt praife and glory rendered
to him. Inwhich moft holy exercifes, we fhall receive
confirming evidence to eftablifh us more and more in
our moft holy faith. So that this benefit will redound
to us, that as we know the trinity in unity by the
doltrines of grace, and worfhip and praife them in
confcquence hereof; fo we fhall have the benefit of
cxperiencing grace communicated abundantly from the
Father and the Son, through the Spirit, by means of the
word of grace dwelling in our hearts. This benefit al{o
will redound to others herefrom ; they will be encou-
raged from the grown believer, to bope in the Lord.
And the effefls of it, in the life, will be divine; for
perfons under fuch influence will {eek to adorn the
doctrine of God our Saviour 1 all things. Is pcace to
be obtained and promoted by a mutual forgivenels of
injuries?  Such will not forgive injuries and oifences
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merely for the fake of pcace in a family, or church;
but they will do it upon gofpel motives, becaufle
Chrift has freely forgiven them. By being eftablifhed
in Chrift, and by having their hearts eftablifhed with
grace, they, from the dofirines of grace, derive their
motives and ends, through the whole of their Chriftian
walk and warfare. God’s love 1s their motive. Chrift’s
death, made known inits eficacy, and felt in its virtue,
is the mortification of {in in them, and they die to the
love, guilt, power, and life ofit, by having communion
with their Lord. The communion of the Holy Ghoft
gives them f{piritual life and energy to perform duty in
faith, and to fght manfully againft fin and the devil.
Their end is the glory of God, and their hope eternal
glory ; which, when their race is run, will be their
portion for ever, May it be your's,  Amen,
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