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SERMON XIIIL

Gop’s PLEASURE IN THE SACRIFICE OF
CHRIST.

R ——

Isaran, Chap. liii. Ver. 1o0.

Yet it pleafed the Lovd 1o bruife him, be hath put bimn to
grief: when thou flalt make bis foul an offering for fin,
be fball fee bis feed, be fball prolong bis days, and the
Pleafure of the Lord fball profper in bis hand.

"I HIS chapter might well bear this title, The Tree

of Life ; for in it everlafting life is {et before us,
and difcovered unto us, as flowing forth towards, and
upon the finners of mankind, through the rich, free,
and fovereign grace of God, made known and mani-
fefted in the fufferings and death of our Lord Jefus
Chrift. In it we have the greateft fubjeét treated
of in all the book of God; we are herein pre-
fented with a view of Chrift, and he is {fet before us as
evidently crucified. Here we may by faith behold the
Lamb of God bearing our {ins, {uftaining our griefs,
and offering himfelf, his {oul and body, in union with
his divine perfon, as a facrifice for his people. In
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¢his portion of facred Scripture we have Chrift in his
perfon and offices, iu his love and grace, moft glori-
oufly revealed. The principal things treated of in it
are, firft, concerning the perfon of our adorable Im-
manuel, who is God and man in one Chrift; who, as
coequal and coeternal in the Godhead with the I"ather
and the Spirit, is the everlafting delight of his Father,
confidered as his coequal Son; and, confidered as Me-
diator, the objett of faith, the foundation upon which
his church is built ;—the fubje&t of prophecy, of whom
all the prophets have with one voice teftified, that
there is redemption in his blood, even the forgivenefs
of fins. Secondly, here is an account of his under-
takings with his Divine Father in the everlafting co-
venant, on the behalf, upon the account, and for the
fake of his dear people. Thirdly, he, as the {urety
of his people, 1s here defcrrbed and fet forth, in his
{ufferings, forrows, and death. Aund, fourthly, his
triumphant vittory and viflorious conquefts over all
his and his church’s enemies are fpoken of as the fruit
and effett of his wonderful death. Thefe are the
general heads contained in the part of the facred
word now before us. The fufferings and death of
the adorable Mefliah, arc a fubjeét which the Holy
Ghoft peculiarly delights to fet forth, and there-
fore he does in this chapter dwell largely and par-
ticularly upon them, and proceeds very gradually
in opening and explaining this myftery of our moft
holy faith. 'This chapter fhould begin with thefe
words : Bebold, my [ervant fball deal prudently, be fball
be exalted and extolledy, and be wvery bigh. 1t is the

S 4



264 God's Pleafure in the Sacrifice of Chrift.

word of God the Father, who is here {peaking of
his coequal and coeternal Son, as the meflenger of
the covenant of grace, who, in his office-charaéer and
capacity of Mediator, became, as the furety of his
people, the Father's {fervant; and in wondrous grace
and boundlefs love, condefcended to humble himfelf
and become man, that thereby he might be capable
of performing this fervice,—of obeying the law, and
fuftaining its penalties; whereby the law would be
maguified, and divine juftice everlaflingly glorified.
And the Father here calls upon us to behold Chrift
in his mediatorial work and office. Bebold, my fervant
Shall deal prudently, or, as fome render 1t, {hall prof-
per, and be fuccefsful in the great and glorious work
of falvation: be jfEall le exalied, in confequence of
his finifhing it, in his life and by his death, to fit at
God’s right hand, where all the angels of God, and all
the com pany of heaven, {hall continually pratfe, adore,
and worfhip him. He fall be extolled by his people,
and be very bigh in their hearts, alflections, and efteem.
As many were aflenifbed at thee 5 Lis vifage was Jo marred
more than any 1au, and bis formn move than the fons of
men. Ilere it jhould be obferved, that Chinft is
fpoken of as under fuffering circumftances ; for other-
wife, Chrilt in his human nature was the perfection
of beauty. The human nature of Chrift was by the
immediate power of God produced and formed; and
it being without all {pot of f{in, was not the fubjett of
defefts and deformity ; and as afflumed by, and united
unto the perfon of the Son of God, and being filled
with all the fulnefs of habitual grace, be was fairer than
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the childven of men. But, when he came to fuffer for
fin, then indeed bis vifage was fo marred move than any
wan, and bis form move than tbe fons of men: yet his
humiliation makes way for his exaltation. He fhall,
notwithftanding, be prefperous and fuccefsful.  So
Soall be fprinkle many nations with his heavenly dottrine,
by the preaching of his apoftles: 1he kiugs jhall fbut
their monuths at bim, and fhall own and acknowledge
him to be Aing of kings and Lord of lords, and yield
themf{elves up unto him to be his willing and obedient
fubjetts: for that which bad not been 10ld them floall they
Jee ; and 1hat which they bad not beard, fEall they confider.
In which words the prophet, as God’s herald, having
proclaimed and foretold what fuccefs the preaching of
the golpel would be attended with amongft the Gentiles,
and forefleeing how the people of the Jews, unto whom
Chrift was promifed, and to whom he was {ent, would,
inftead of molt heartily embracing him as their glory,
flight and rcjett him, cries out with amazement at
it, Who bath belicved our veport ¢ concerning Jefus
the fell-exifient Saviour, in whom all the fulnefs
of the Godhzad dwelleth; who is falvation itfelf;
whofe love is truly wonderful, and paflfeth know-
ledge; and, to whom is the arm of the Lovd revealed
Then he enters upon a particular defcription of the
perfon and fuffering of the bleffed Jelus: For be fholl
grow up before bim as a tender plant, under the imme-
diatc eye and care of Jrzmovam, the Father, who
beheld his coequal Son in our nature with the higheft
delight and complacency, bora of a woman-—born
into our world and made under the law, that he might
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take away the fins of his people by the offering of
himlelf. And as a voot out of a dry ground, as he
came from Jefle’s withered ftock. He bath no form
nor comeline/s : though the beloved of his Father, and
worfhipped as God-man by all the angels of hea-
ven, yet to the eve of carnal {enfe and reafon, he
appeared without form or comelinels ; and when we
fhall fee bim, there is no beauty that we fhould defire bint.
'This 1s given as the unbelieving Jews’ neglett and con-
tempt of him. Thus, ignorance of the perfon and work
of Chrift, as {ignified and foretold in the writings of
the prophets, produced this damning fin in them of
unbelief; fo that they treated the true Mefliah, the
very and eternal Son of God, with the utmolt con-
tempt. [l is defpifed and vejecied of men, a man of
Sorrows, and acquainied with grief ; and we hid as 1t
were ouy faces from bim ; be was defpifed, and we eficened
bim mot.  Now, though the Jews were fo far loft to
the true knowledge of their promifed Saviour and
Deliverer, as to defpile and difefteem the true and
only Melhah, becaule of his deep bumiliations, for-
rows, and {ufferings, which were very clearly marked
out in prophecy ; yet one of their ancient writers, who
appears to have had fome profpeét and view of the
covenant of grace, faith, “ God treated with the
“ Mefhah. Righteous Mefhah, thofe who are hid
¢ with thee, are fuch whofe fins in time fhall bring
¢ thee to grief; thy cars fhall hear reproaches; thy
¢ tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth : thou fhalt
¢ be wearied with forrow. The Mefliah anfwered,
¢ Lord of the world, I joyfully take them upon me,

-
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¢ and charge myfelf with their torments, but upon
¢¢ this condition, that thou fhalt quicken the dead in
“ my days: God (faith the Rabbi) granted him this;
“ and from that time the Mefliah charged himfelf
¢ with all kinds of torments, as it is written Ifaiah liif.
“ He was affliifed” That he was to be affliCted, and
that for fin, and upon the account of his people’s
fins, was very clearly and plainly fet forth in the pro-
phecies concerning him : yea, the firft revelation which
was made of him pointed him out as a {uffering Sa-
viour, as well as the ferpent bruifer. Surely, faith
the prophet, be bath borne our griefs and carried our
Sorrows : yet, through our wretched ignorance and un-
belief, we did efieem bim firicken, fwitten of God, and
affiiéied.  But he was wounded for our tranfpveffions, be
was brusfed for our iniquities: the chaflifement of our
peace (1. e. the punifhment of our fin) was upon bim,
and with bis flvipes we are bealed. In the next verfe
the prophet declares the ground and foundation of all
this, why Chrift was wounded, afflited, and bruifed
for our iniquities and tranfgreflions. A/l we like fbeep
bave gone aflray : we bave turned every one 1o bis own
way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all,
As on the anniverfary day of atonement the high
prieft laid on both his hands upon the head of the
live goat, and confefled over it all the iniquities of
the children of Ifracl, and all their tranfgreffions in
all their fins, (Levit, xvi. 21.) and the goat ftood
charged with them, and bore them in a typical man-
ner ; fo our adorable {ubftitute, the Lord Jefus, was
charged by his Father, with all the fins of his people ;
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who, by an at of inexpreflible grace, took off all
the fins of the ele@®, from their perfons, and laid
them upon Chrift, and imputed them unto him ;
and he bore them on his own body upon the trce;
and he being found with all the original and actual
fins of his people upon him, hence the curfe due
to them light upon him; and he was wounded for
our fins, and bruifed for our iniquities; and by his
ftripes we are healed. For his blood cleanfeth from
all fin: eternal pardon is obtained by it: and the
free forgivenels of all fin is preached unto fnners
in confequence of it. The prophet purfues the fub-
je&, and fays, He was opprefed, and be was affiicted ;
or as it may be read, the debt was exatled of him,
and he anf{wered for it, and fully {atisfied ; for what-
ever divine juftice demanded, Chrift paid : and when
fuffering for fin, he was a willing fufferer: for when
crowned with thorns, and the blood ran down his
facred cheeks, and they nailed his holy hands and
fect to the crofs; yet, unparallcled patience! he
opened not his mouth. He 75 brought as a lamb 1o
the flanghter, and as a fheep before ber fhearers is dunib
Jo be openeth uot bis mouth. The prophet declares
his free dilcharge from condemnation, his refurrec-
tion from the dead, and the glorious fruit of his fuf-
fciings, in the next verfe. FHe was taken from prifon
and from judgment. He bhad been charged by his
Divine Father with all the debts of his people; fin
had been imputed unto him; the curfe of a broken
law had been executed upon him: whereupon he
was raifed from the dead, folemnly acquitted, dif-
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charged, and juftified; and the fruit of it, is a nu-
merous harveft of fouls to be converted to him,
and breught nigh to God by his blood. #ho jfball
declare bis generation 2 his numerous, his innumerable
offspring? For be was cut off out of the land of the living :
Jor the tranfgrefion of my people was be firicken. This
laid the foundation of his everlafting triumphs and
admittance into heaven, there 1o appear in the prefince
of Ged for wus, upon his mediatorial throne, as a lamb
newly flain.  And be made bis grave wwith the wicked,
and with the rich in bis death, becanfe, or, although,
he bad done no violence, neither was any deceit in bis
mouth.  Xet it pleafed the Lord to bruife bim, be bath
put bim 1o grief: when thou fhalt make bis foul an
offering for [finy be fball fee bis feeds be jhall prolong
bis days, and the pleafure of tie Lord /ball profper in
bis band. The depths of boundlefs grace contained
in this text none can conceive, unlefls the Lord the
Spirit is gracioufly pleafed to reveal and difcover
them. What a vaft expreilion is this! Notwith-
ftanding Chrift was the immaculate Lamb, holy,
harmlefs, and undefiled, yet, he ftanding in the fin-
ner’s law-place, room, and ftead, and bearing the
fins of his people by imputation in his own body, 7
pleafed the Lord 1o braije him. The words of our text
divide themfeives naturally into the following parti-
culars :

Firlt, the great and grand caufe of Chrift's {uffer-
ings is here traced out, and it is afcribed to Jeno-
vaw's plealure. It pleafed the Lord to brusfe bim, be
bath put bim to grief.
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Secondly, we have the greatnels of Chrift's fuffer.
ings exprefled by bruifing.

Thirdly, the reafon of Chrifl’s fufferings, as he was
an offering and a facrifice for fin. And

Fourthly, here is the blefled fruit and effe&t of it;
be fhall fee bis feed, be fhall prolong bis days, and the
pleafure of the Lord fhall profper in bis band. Of thefe
in their order.

And, firft, let us confider the grand caule of Chrift’s
death, together with all its bleffings and benefits, which
are here exprelsly afcribed to the Lord. The death
of Chrift, as it was the mofl wonderful event which
ever took place on this univerfe, fo it was the deepeft
purpofe which ever took place in the heart of God.
It was the fruit of his infinite wifdom, and the effett
of his boundlefs grace and love. It was planned and
decreed before all worlds, declared and revealed im-
mediately upon the fall ; the goodly company of the
prophets foretold it ; the ftately train of facrifices were
all typical of it: and the forerunner of the Mefliah, as
the herald of the Lord of hofts, cried out, Bebold, the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the world :
and the apoftle Paul fays, Chriff once in the end of the
world baib appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of
bimfelf. Now this wonderful death, decreed by God,
and defigned by him to accomplifh the moft wonder-
ful purpofes of his grace, was the fruit and effett of his
everlafting love: God is love. And from before all
worlds he loved his people, and manifefted his love
towards them, by choofing them in Chnft, and by
loving them in him with a love of complacency and
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delight ; by fetting them apart to partake of his grace
in time, and of his glory in eternity ; and hy blcfling
them 1n him with all {piritual bleflings. And, upon
the forefight of the fall, a counlel of peace was held
between the Father and the Son, which iffued in a
covenant of grace, in which Chrift, the coequal and
coeternal Son of God, undertook the caule of his
dear people. He was hereupon fore-ordained to be
the Lamb without blemiflo and without [pot, who was to
become incarnate, and be the facrifice for the fins of
his people. Says Peter, {peaking of Chrift, 1 Epif.
1. 20.  Who verily was fore ordained befove the founda-
tion of the world, Which words have reference to
God’s purpofe concerning Chrift, who was called,
appointed, and decreed, by an eternal purpofe of
grace, to become incarnate, and to be {lain for {in.
And here it muft be obferved, that God fo loved the
world, (that is, the ele€t) that he gave bis only begotien
Sen, to be for a covenant of the people; and who
was by his incarnation, life, and death, to manifeft
his love unto them, and to wafh them from their fins
in his own blood. ITr 2his was manifeficd the love of
God toward us, becaufe that God feni bis only begotten
Son into the world, that we might lrve through bim.
Heremn is lovey, not that we loved God, bui that be loved
usy, and_fent bis Son, 10 be the propitiation for our fins. God
commendelly bis love towards us, in that while woe were yet
Simnersy Chrifl died for us : {o that it clearly appears from
hence, that Chrift is the ¢ift of his Father's love to us,
and his death and atonemcent are aftonithing infiances
of it, and were defigned to aniwer the following pur-
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pofes: that {in fhould be taken away ; that fatisfallion
fhould be given to divine juftice ; that the holinels of
God might cleaily appear; and that the love of God
might be manifefted in its utmoft perfe€tion. That
Chriil’s facrifice, fufferings, and death, were defigned
by God the Father to aufwer thefe purpofes, may
appear from the following obfervations. Look into
the 1oth chap. of the Hebrews, where this wonderful
fubjeét is treated of, and you will find it to be the
will of the Father, and the very defign of the Son
in coming into the world,—to effett this mighty
bufinefs, the taking away of fin. And that Chrift’s
death was appointed for the {atisfattion of divine jul-
tice, appears from thefe words, which contain the grand
article of the covenant between the Father and the Son,
VWhen thou flalt make bis foul an offering for fin ; which
point out Chrift’s offering to be expiatory and faul-
fattory to divine jufiice.  And the holinefs of God
was moft glorioufly difplayed in the fulferings of
Chrift, mafmuch as Chrift, as man, is left in his
human nature to feel the curfe and wrath due to fin,
and which he acknowledges to be the effett of God’s
holinels. O my God, I cry in ipe day time, but thou
hearefl not ; and in ile wght feafony, and am not filent,
But thow art Dely. Plel. uxil, o, 3. And as 1t refpedls
the love of God manifefted hereby, cur Lord’s words
declare the trath of this, God fo loved ive werld, that be
gave bis only begotten Son.  And the higheft expreffion
of that love we have declared in our text, I7 pleajed
the Lord 1o bruife bim. God's love then is the grand
impulfive caufe of Chrift’s fullerings and death,  Gut
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of his infinite and inexprefflible grace and boundlefs
love, he fixed upon his coequal Son, and engaged
him as the furety of his people ; who undertook this
moft wonderful work, to put away fin by the facrifice
of himfelf, and to deliver his people from avenging
juftice, by enduring the curfe due unto them: and
this was highly acceptable and well-pleafing to Jeno-
v aH, the Father. His heart was fixed upon his people ;
and he, by an eternal purpole, decrees their falvation,
and lays the foundation of it in theincarnation, life, and
death of Jemovan, the Son, who exprefled his high
complacency and fatisfattion in his undertaking and
performing this work, faying, Lo, I come : I delight to do
thy will, O my God. And, when he came from heaven
by the affumption of our nature, and bore the fins of
many, # pleafed the Lord to bruife bim. 'The words,
1t pleafed the Lord, exprels the infinite pleafure and
delight which God took in the {ufferings and death
of Chrift. And here it mult be oblerved, that the
death of Chrift, confidered merely in itlelf, could
not be pleafing to the Lord, but was fo as it refpetted
thofe ends and deligns which were to be accomplifhed
by it, namely, the declaration of his holinefs and jul-
tice, his love and mercy, his grace and truth. For,
by the death of Chrift, fin would be put away in its
guilt, and eternally fubdued in its power; the rights
of divine juftice maintained, and God’s holinefs fhine
forth in its utmoft {plendour; and the love of God
towards his people appear in its uttermoft greatnefs and -
perfetlion, mnafmuch as he fpared not his own Son,

but delivered him vp freely for all his people, to
T
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fuftain and endure the pains and penalties due to
fin, that he might for ever deliver them from cternal
wo. Here is love indeed, which will be the wonder
of heaven throughout eternity, God fo loving the
world, as to give his only begotten Son! And Chrilt
fo loving his people, as to give himfelf for their fins;
yea, to bear the curfe due unto them! And T might
well call upon you, believers, to admire and adore the
Father and the Son for this ineffable love.  God the
Father loves his people at fuch a rate, that rather
than part with them, he parts with his eternally well
beloved Son, and gives kim up for a {cafon to endure
all his wrath, And Clrift fo loves his redecemed,
that he is content to be forfaken by God, and left
for a feafon under the weight of God’s tremendous
curfe denounced by the law againft tranfgreflors, ra-
ther than that his people fhould ever {eel the wrath
and curfe due to fin.  And that it fhould pleale the
Lord to bruife our divine fublittute, and put his foul
to grief, fhews how much [Jeuovau, the Father,
delighted in the faivation of his people, and how infi-
nitely he was plealed with the fufferings and death of
his dear and well beloved Son in their law-place,
rcom, and ftead.

I come now, {ccondly, to confider the greatnefs
of Chrift’s fufferings, cxprefled here by bruiling: 7t
pleafed the Lord 1o brutfe bim, be bath pui bim to gricf.
This is exprefsly afcribed unto the Lord as his own
fovereign at; and the fufferings of Chrift are very
emphatically exprefled here by the word bruiling.
Chrift; as God-man, flood charged by his Divine
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Father with all the fins of his people, and the flames
of infinite juftice flafhed forth upon this divine furety.
His foul is begirt with grief; he feels the curfe due
to fin in its utmoft extremity ; and all the ftorms of
God’s wrath fall upon him: he was made a curfe
for us. The cup of divine wrath, mixed by his
Divine Faiher, is put into his hands; and though
Chrift, as the eternal Son of God, was the beloved
of his Father, and, as Mediator, was the objeét of his
ineffable delight and complacency ; yet, as the fin-
bearing Saviour, and as made fin for his people, he
is left to feel in his body and foul all the wrath and
maledittion exprefled in the threatening of a broken
law, and which was executed upon him. Hence he
cries out, when he has the cup put into his hands, My
Joul is exceeding forrewful, even unto death.  Fatber, if
it be pofible, let this cup pafs from me. My God, my
God, why baft thou forfaken me? Thofe fufferings felt
and endured by Chrift in his {oul for fin, when he
uttered thele words, came immediately from his Divine
Father, when Chrift ftood up between our fins and
God’s wrath, and endured the fierce indignation of
the Lord; it was this which caufed him to be in
an agony in the garden, fo that bis fweat was, as it
were, greal - drops of blood falling down 10 the ground,
and to cry out upon the crofs, My God, my God, why
bafl thow forjaken e And what he there endured,
was the curfe of God, who became to him as a con-
{fuming fire. The fufferings which our Lord endured
in the high prieft’s hall, when they ftripped him of his
raiment, bound him to a pillary {courged, mocked

T 2
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him, crowned him with thorns, and nailed him to the
crofs, were fhort, infinitely thort, of what he fuffered in
the garden and upon the crofs, when all the fins of his
people were laid upon him, when the furies of death and
hell affaulted him, and when the Godhead withdrew
his fenfible and tranfporting comforts from the man-
hood of Chrift; then he was left to feel the weight,
and endure the boundlefs curfe of his Father’s wrath.
And he did bear al} this alone. To bear the wrath of
God, and not to {fink under it, 15 a greater work than
to fubdue all the devils in hell.  He could have done
the latter by the word of his power, but he could not
{atisfy the juftice of his Father, but by his own per-
fonal fufferings. The grappling with {in and Satan was
but eafy in refpett of this, the bearing of the wrath of
God without finking under it.  But he was equal to,
and capable of enduring all this, being the fellow of
the Lord of hofts.

1 come in the third place to confider the reafon of
Chrilt’s fufferings ; and it was, becaufe he became an
offering and a facrifice for fin. Chrift, in the ever-
lafting covenant, undertook to make his foul an offer-
ing for fin, and he affumed our nature with this intent
and defign. He affumed our nature into union with
his divine perfon ; and he offered the facrifice of his
finlefs humanity upon the altar of his Deity to fatisfy
his Father’s juftice, and to atone for the {ins of his
people. And this facrifice was truly acceptable and
well pleafing unto the Lord.  Chrif alfo bath loved us,
and baih given bimfelf for usy an offeving and a facrifice to
God for . fiweet finelling favour. Eph. v. 2. It yielded a
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divine fragrance and odour of a fweet {mell, and was
effectual for turning away the Lord’s wrath for ever
from his people : and it has perfumed all heaven with
its fragrancy. It renders believers, both their perfons
and fervices, truly acceptable before God.  And as
“the facrifices under the law were put in the room and
ftead of the offerer, {o Chrilt was gracioufly plealed
to {ubftitute himfelf in the room and flead of his
people.  As alfo the Levitical facrifices were charged
with fin, (whence fome of them are called {in-offer-
ings) fo Chrift, our only facrifice, ftood charged by
law and jultice with all the f{ins of his people. And,
as the Lord was pleafed to teftify his approbation of
thefe facrifices when obferved in faith, and looked
upon as types of Chrift, fo a divine teftimony was
given by the Lord of his acceptance. of Chrift’s facri-
fice: for thele words, It pleafed ihe Lord to bruife
bim, contained this init, as a part of the principal
meaning, that as Chrift was the facrifice for his peo-
ple, and the Father had imputed their {ins unto him,
fo he exprefled his great delight and fatisfattion in
bruifing him, aid putting his {foul to grief. He had
not, as onc exprefles it, kindled the fire, had he not
been pleafed with the offering. It was upon fome
occaftons the Lord’s good pleafure to fend fire from
heaven to confume the {acrifice; and it always de-
noted his acceptation of it, and his delight mn it.  So
his bruifing Chrift with the weight of his vindiétive
wrath, was a proof of his acceptation of his facrifice
for the {ins of his people ; and it is one of the higheft
and greatelt expreflions of his love which he can poffi-
T3
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bly give his people. If there be fuch an emphafis
of love 1n his giving Chrift, and fending him into the
world, (God fo loved the world! And what is contained
in that, /o lved, can never be conceived, it being, as
Dr Manton exprefles 1t, ¢ A fo, without a fuch;”)
there is a much greater and f{tronger emphafis of
love in the Father’s bruifing him. Iz pleafed the Lovd
26 brutfe bim. And Chrift, being thus bruifed, brought
hereby more glory to divine juftice, and magnified it
more, than it could have been if fin had never entered
into the world: and by his fulterings divine juflice
has been perfeétly fatisfied.

This brings us to the fourth particular, o7z, the
blefled fruit and effeét of Chrift’'s fuffering and death :
He fball fee bis feed be fball proiong bis days, and the
pleafure of the Lord jfhall profper in bis band. The
great and grand article in the covenant of grace be-
tween God and the Lamb was, that he {hould make his
foul an offering for fin.  And upon the performance
of this, the Father promiles that He ffall fee bis feed,
be fhall prolong bis days, and the pleafure of the Lova fhall
profper in bis band.  He fball fee of the tr.vail of bis foul,
and fball be fatisfied. He was to have a numerous mul-
titude of converts as a recompence for his foul tra-
vail, forrows, and fufferings. He having magnified
the law, fatisfied infinite juftice, expiated and purged
fin, by his atonement for it, and borne the wrath of
God without finking under it, is to lee his feed,
thofe that were given unto him by the Father, and for
whom he had fhed his moft precious blood, brought
nigh to God, and brought to know the Lord, and
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made alive unto him, by the effeftual application of
his death to their hearts, through the divine energy
of the cternal fpirit ; who was gracioufly pleafed to
undertake this part and office in the covenant of grace,
to awaken, regenerate, and bring all the elect to the
{aving knowledge of Chrift, and of the Father’s love
in him. IHe was to reveal Chrift in them, and to
tcflify of him, and glorify himin their underftandings.
hearts, and confciences. And here it may be proper
to obferve, the mutual truft and confidence {ubfifting
between the Father and the Son as it refpefls the
falvation of the ele&. God the Father intrufted
Chrilt with the falvation of all his people; and he
took his bare word pafled in eternity, and upon the
credit of his furetithip engagements, admitted mil-
lions of Old Teltament faints into heaven, upon the
credit of the future obedience and facrifice of his Son.
God the Son in the fulnefs of time was manifefted in
the fleth and fnifhed the work, and obtained eternal
redemption ; and he now trufts his Divine Father for
his {fending down the Holy Ghoft from heaven to
bring home all the redecemed into a ftate of open fel-
lowfhip with him in time, and to a flate of glory
with him within the vail. And f{uch is the efficacy
of our Lord's facrifice, that it extends its influences
backwards as well as forwards. The fong of all the
redeemed in heaven 1s, Thou waft flain, and bajl re-
deemed us 10 God by thy blood.  Rev. v.qg. Chrift fhall
for ever and ever (with everlafting bleffings on his
head) wear the crown of falvation with unrivalled
fame ; and he fhall fee the purchale of his blood, his
T 4



280 God’s Pleafuve in ibe Sacrifice of Chrijl.

redeemed people, partakers of the glorious fruits and
effetts of his bitter paflion. They fhall all appear
before the throne to praife and adore the Lamb of
God, and they fhall all partake of pardon, peace,
and endlefs purity, as the fruit of his mofl precious
blood-thedding. And here it may not be amifs to
oblerve what the Scriptures {peak upon this great fub-
jett, viz. the bencfits of Chrift’s death. Chrift (as the
head of his body the church) is faid 70 bave made peace
through the blood of bis crofs ; to have wafbed us from onr
Sins in bis own blood ; 1o open a way for us into the bolicft
of all, in confequence of it.  His blood is reprefented
as fin-cleanfing, juftice-fatisfying, confcience-pacitying
blood. It is by it that Chrift has redeemed his peo-
ple, and bought them out of the hands of law and
juftice. And it lays a foundation for an everlafting
fong of praife in heaven to the worthy Lamb., His
blood is reconciling blood : and it is the blood of 1he
everlafiing covenant, by which it is {caled, confirmed,
and will for ever ftand fure to all Chrift’s feed.
By it they are cleanfed from all their fins before the
Lord ; and through the virtae of it, are, in God’s own
time, quickened by the Holy Spirit, and made ac-
quainted with Jefus, who is unto them everlafting
life. He fball prolomg bis days. Chrilt being rifen
from the dead, and made a prieft after the order of
Melchifedec, according to the power of an cndlefs
life, fhall enjoy, as the great high Prieft of his church,
all the honours and glories of it throughout all ages
of time ; and his people fhall reap the perpetual bene-
fit of it: and, upon the account of his anchangeable
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pricfthoody be is able 10 Jave them to the uttermoft,
that come unto God by bim, feeing be ever liveth to make
inteveeffion for them. Chrilty, as God-man, Mediator,
and Redeemer, bis wame fhall enduve for ever; and
bis mediatorial throne as the days of heaven.  And bis
Jeed likewile fhall enduve for ever. For his redeemed
are as {o many f{parkling diamonds in his media-
torial crown; they are purchafed by him, and bought
with his blood. God’s promife to Chrift, infallibly
{ecures the renewing and bringing home all the {pi-
ritual feed of Chrilt; and his gofpel fhall be preached
until all his ele&t are called.  He fball prolong bis
days, for the publifhing and difpenfation of his
grace until all the elett are gathered unto him by
regenerating grace, and called by him unto glory.
And then, for himfelf and all his redeemed, he fhall
prolong his days to the endlefs ages of a boundlefs
cternity ; and the Redeemer and redeemed fhall enjoy
confummate blifs and happinefs together in the hea-
ven of heavens for ever and ever. It is likewife
added, And the pleafure of the Lovd fball profper in bis
band. Blefled words! Salvation is of the Lord alone.
Salvation work is the pleafure of the Lord; it {prings
from his boundlefs love, and is according to the good
pleafure of his will ; and he has put the {alvation of
his people into the hands of Chrift. In falvation
work, Jemovan has difplayed his glory in 2 mani-
feftative way in its utmoft perfeétion.  All the perfons
and perfettions of the Godhead are manifefted and
glorified in, and by it. Of all God’s works, this has
the moft of God in it; and the higheft glory of the
Godhead in a manifeftative way arifeth from it.  The
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ork of Jemovam Jefus, will bring a rcvenue of
perpetuzl praife and honour to TFather, Son, and
Holy Ghoft, throughout cternity.  And here, be-
lievers, furvey your bleflednels.  God, the Faiher,
out of inconcetvable love towards voi, has given
Chriit to be your falvation, and comnitted vou and
your everlaiting concerns into the hands of his co-
equal Son, who has been incarnate, and is become
your falvation. Your eternal flate of happinels de-
pends wholly and entirely upon what Jefus has done.
He is the rock of f.:«,hc,.tlon, aid bis work is perfeéd.
God, the Holy Ghofl, teilifics concerning his being
the author of cternal {alvation in the word; and )ou,‘
by believing and receiving his teflimony, fet to your
fcal that God is true. How comfortable to reflect
that my falvation is fecured in Chrift; that it is the
good pleafure of the Lord, what he moft heartily
approves of, and rejoices in, that I fhould be faved
in Chrift, and by Chrift, from {in, Satan, death,
and hell; that my f{alvation muft profper, flourifh,
and be accomplifhed, it being in his hand : and that
as furely as Chrift dicd for me, I fhall reign with him
in his kingdom of glory. Blefled be Ged, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghoft, for this unfpeakable grace!
And here T end, with this fingle obfervation, that
God's everlalting love, Chriit’s compiete falvation,
and the facred Spirits witnels in the word and in
the hearts of his people, hold forth everlafting con-
folation to the Lord’s children.  May what has been
delivered according to God’s revealed will, be accom-
panied with his divine prefence and bleffing.  Amen,



