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SERMON XIL

Curist, THE SON OF GOD, CONSECRATED
A PRIEST FOR EVER.

Hyerrews, Chap. vil, Ver. 28.
D & araaued

For the Law maketh men bigh Pricfls which bave infirm-
1ty ; but the word of the Qath, which was fince the Lato,
maketh the Son, who is confecrated for evermore.

IT is the great defign of the writer of this moft
excellent epiftle, to exhibit and fet forth the Lord
Jefus Chrift in his effential, perfonal, and mediatorial
glory, with an intent to illuftrate and aggrandize the
tranf{cendent excellency of our Lord’s prieftly work
and office : which exceeds Aaron’s and his fucceflors,
as much as the glory of the meridian fun does that of
the ftars: and which was typified by one who far ex-
ceeded Aaron, even by Melchifedec, who was a type
of Chrift, and his only type as it refpetted the eternity
of his perfon, and the unchangeable nature of his prieft-
hood. The apoflle treats of the greatnefs and dignity
of Chrift’s perfon, and of his extraordinary call to the
office of priefthood. Chrift took not this office upon
him, without his Father’s call and divine appointment:
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fpecaking of the prieltly office, he faith, And no man
taketh this bonour unto himfelf, but be that is called of
Gody as was Aaron: fo alfo, Chrift glorified not bimfelf,
10 be made an bigh Pricfl ; but be that Juid unto bim, Thou
art my Son, to day bave I begoiten thee ; which leads bim
to obferve the preeminency of the order, according to
which he was a prieft, which was beyond that of Aaron,
Chrift being a prieft after the order of Melchifedec:
this is the grand fubjcat of the chapter from whence my
text is taken, which treats principally of our Lord’s one-
nefs and finglenefs in this office; his folemn maugura-
tion into it, together with its perpetuity and everlailing
duration. Thefe things the writer moft largely infifts
upon, to prove the excellency of Chrift’s priefthood :
and which leads him to expatiate moft admirably upon
the excellency of Chrift’s facrifice, which exceeded all
the facrifices of the law in refpe&t to the matter,
virtue, efficacy, and benefits arifing from it. They
were but fhadows—Chrift was the {fubftance of them
all ; they could not make the comers thercunto per-
fe€t : Chrilt’s offering perfetts, and that for ever, all
his people. His body and foul offered up as a facri-
fice, in union with his Deity, contain an everlafling
virtue and efficacy : thereby fin is expiated, and the
cternal worth of this facrifice muft continue for ever :
all the fins of his people are'thereby abolifhed ; upon
the foot of it they are freely forgiven ; peace is efta-
blithed ; and we are brought nigh unto God. Though
this is one principal fubjeét here treated of—the dig-
nity and fufficiency of our Lord’s facrifice, to take

away, remove, and abolifh, out of the fight of law
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and jullice, the fins of God's people, and that for
ever; vet, it muft not be overlooked, and I gladly
embrace the occafion, as it {uits my prefent fubjett,
and mention it before I enter upon my text, that
it is the prime point of this epiftle, and the grand
central and ultimate {cope of it, to treat chiefly con-
terning Chrift's eternal priefthood in heaven ; and to
fhew how therein Melchifedec was a type of him.
This appears from the 21ft, and following verfes of
this chapter.  For thofe priefls were made withont an
oath: but this with an cath, by bim that faid unto bim,
The Lovrd fware, and will not vepenty, Thou ari a Pricft
Jor ever after the order of Melchijedec. By fo much was
Fefus made a furely of a betler teflament. And they truly
were many priefls, becanfe they were nol fuffered fo con-
tinue, by reafom of death.  But this man, becanfe be conti-
mneth ever, bath an unchangeable pricfibood. Wherefore
be is able alfo to fave them to the uttermofly that come unte
God by bim, fecing be ever liveth to make interceffion for
them. It alfo appears exprefsly from the following
chapter, where the apofile lays the emphafis upon this
part of Chrift’s priefthood, faying, Now of the things
which we bave [poken, ibis is the fum, the very aggregate
of all. What is it he thus profefleth to be the main
fubjeft and argument of the chapter, and the moft emi-
nent thing in Chrift, which he intends to difcourfe of ?
1t follows: We bave fuch an bigh Priefl, who is fet on
the rioht hand of the throne of the Majefly in the beavens.
Keeping this in view, I fhall endeavour to treat upon
the woirds of my text thus: by introducing the con-
text, in order to open and explain the words before
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us, endeavouring to fhew you, that though Chrift’s
death was perfettly {ufficient for an oblation, yet his
priefthood would have been ineffe€tual, if he had not
atted the part of a pricft in beaven by his interceffion
there.

I have propoftd to obferve and unfold the context,
in order to introduce and explain our text, it not being
{fo ealy to divide and form diftin& propofitions out of
it : I fhall therefore rather raife obfervations, than form
particular heads of difcourfe, from the words before
us: and will begin with obferving unto you, that
Chrift’s death, as a facrifice, was everlaftingly {ufficient
for the taking away of fin; and then proceed to fhew
you the neceffity of Chrift’s interceflion in heaven,
founded upon his expiatory oblation of himfelf on
earth.

The death of Chrift is reprefented unto us in Serip-
ture under the view and confideration of a facrifice ;
and was pointed out and fhadowed forth by all
the facrifices, which gave teftimony that, withons
Jhedding ef blood is no remiffion. ‘The neceflity thereof
appears from the covenant of the Eternal Three;
from the firft declaration of grace; from the figures
and fymbols of it under the ceremonial difpenfation ;
from the prophecies concerning it; and alfo from
Chrift’s prieftly office. He undertook, and was to
be made like unto his brethren, fubjeét to the law,
and the penalties and curfe of it, with an exception
of fin in his own perfon, to the end rhat be might be
a merciful and faithful bigh Priefly to make veconciliation
Sor the fins of the people. It was to be, by his being
made perfett through {ufferings, that he fhould be the
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author of eternal falvation. It was a thing becoming
God, as a juft and righteous fovercign, in bringing
many {ons to glory, to make the Captain of their fal-
vation perfetl through {ufferings. It became God, as
the fovereign of all things, to have his juftice vindi-
cated ; and, as the end of all things, to have the glory
of his perfettions exalted : Chrift gave himfelf for us,
an offering and a facrifice to God for a fweet fmelling
favour. He was made fin and a curfe for us. The
Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all. He
{uffered that which the law demanded of us, and
was made {fuch a curfe as the law required. He fuf-
fered thofe agonies which were of the nature of the
torments of hell. Had he not fuffered what was due
to {in, he couid not have made an end of it ; and had
he not done what the law commanded, he could not
have brought in everlafting righteoufnefs. The dig-
nity of Chrift’s perfon rendered his obedience and
fufferings infinitely and everlaftingly efficacious for the
removing of {in from belore the Lord, and that for
ever. Now once in the end of the world, hath he appeared
10 put away fin by the facrifice of bimfelfe  And with bis
Sftripes we are bealed.  He hath wafbed us from our fins iy
bis own bload,  In whom we bave redemption through bis
blood, the forgivenefs of finiy according to the riches of bis
grace. “As fin is the ftrength of the law, and of the
threatenings thereof’; fo Chrift, in his fufferings and
fatisfaliion, is the ftrength of all the promifes of the
gofpel.  God’s law is magnified and juftice fatisfied by
him, in whom dwelleth all the fulnefs of the God-
head ; and this is the foundation of our faith and hope
in God. That Chrift’s death was {ufficient for a facri-
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fice, and as an oblation, take the following Scriptures :
By the which will we are fanctificd, through ihe offering
of the body of Fefus Chrifl once for all.  For by one offcring
be bath perfected for ever them that are janitified.  This
leads me to oblerve unto you the neceflity of Chrift’s
interceflion in heaven, which 1s founded upon his
expiatory oblation of himfelf on earth. Chrift did
by his death begin, as it were, the execution of his
office : in heaven he ends it. All his priefthood would
have been meffeétual, if he had not a&led, and did not
continue to act, the part of a prieft within the vail,
If he had not executed both parts of his prieftly
work, our falvation had. not been fully perfected.
The interceflion of Chrift is therefore as neceffary
as his oblation. Not that his death was imperfett; it
was perfett as a facrifice, to which, as fuch, nothing
can be added: By bis own blood be entered in once into
the boly place, baving obiained eternal redemption jfor us.
Before he entered heaven by his own blood, which he
carried thither in his veins, to plead before the Lord,
he had obtained eternal redemption, and that which is
for ever fuflicient : which done, he is become, through
his interceflion 1n heaven, the author of eternal falva-
tion: it being the fruit and effett of his appearing in
the prefence of God for us, that the Holy Spirit is
fent down from heaven, to reveal and apply Chrift,
with all his great {alvation, to our {ouls. The apofitle,
in his triumphant challenge, fays, #'bo fball lay any
thing to the charge of God’s elecz? It is God ihat fufli-
flieth: Who is be that condemneth? 1t is Chrif} that
died, yea, rvatber that is vifen again, who is cven at the
vight band of Gody who alfo maketh interceffion fir us.
R3
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And in the sth of the Romans, he faith, For if when
we were encries, we were veconciled to God by the death
of bis Son: much more being veconciled, we fhall be Saved
by bis life. |

- Iam now to furvey and introduce the context as
before propofed; and fhall begin with the 23d verfe :
And they truly were many priefls, becaufe they were not
Suffered 1o contimue, by reafon of death. But this man
(the learned fay it fhould be read, But this prieft)
becaufe be continueth ever, bath an unchangeable priefi-
bood.  And the apoftle tells us, that our falvation
depends upon his interceflion, and his interceflion
upon his priefthaod.  Wherefore be is able alfo to fave
them 10 the uttermofly that come unto God by him, Jeeing be
ever livelh to make interceffion for them.  You fee here is
as great ftrels and dependence put upon Chrift’s life of
interceflion, as upon his obedience and blood-fhed-
ding. And truly we may well venture ta commit all
the concerns of our fouls with fo glorious and power-
ful an interceflor, Here you, who waat to fee your-
felves interefted in Chrift’s interceffion, may aobtain
fatisfattion. Da you afk me, how you {hall know
that Chrift has {et you as a feal upon his heart, and is
appearing in the Father's prefens for you and on your
behalf ? Ycu may know it by the light of the Holy
Spirit accompanying his own truth. Do not you feel
your want of falvation ? Do not you renounce every
thing for the pardon of your fins, and the juftification
of your perfons, but Chrift’s blood and righteoufnefs?
Did you never attually come to God by Jefus Chrift ?
Are you not now alually cafting your whole fouls
upon Chrift alone for falvation? If this be your
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cafe, you may read your title, and fee your intereft
in the Son of God, clearly from the words before
you. It is here witnefled by the Holy Ghoft, that
Chrift faves to the uttermoft all that come unto God
by him. The word uttermoft, {uits the cafe of God’s
called people. It yiclds them comfort, and gives them
encouragement in the worft cafes which befall them.
Thou art a poor {inner, convinced by the word and
{pirit, of thy loft, ruined, damnable ftate, by nature
and prattice ; and art drawn by the Father’s love, to
caflt thy foul upon the perfon and work of the Lord
Jefus. Thou art fled to Chrift, the city of refuge,
and haft taken fhelter under the glorious purple cover-
ing of the Redeemer’s righteoufnefs and blood. Thy
Jefus will {ave thee to the uttermoft. And who can
tell what Chrift’s uttermoft is? He is able to fave thee
to the uttermoft, let thy fins be what they may., No
guilt can reach fo far, nor be {o great, that he is not
able to pardon and fave thee from it. Though you
have your own hearts, {in, and the devil to plead againft
you; yet you have Chrift your almighty and pow-
erful advocate to plead for you, and him the Father
heareth always. You have a moft beautiful account in
the 3d of Zechariah, of the interceflion and adwvocacy
of your great high Prieft, on the behalf of his beloved
ones. It is too commonly the cafe in the real expe-
rience of faints, to caft away their confidence in God,
when they feel their guilt; the prevalency, and horrid
depravity of their finful fallen nature; and they fel-
dom confider that our adorable Jéfus has taken up
into heaven with him all forts and kinds of affeftion
R 4
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and mercy which his people will ever ftand in need
of, and which he will vent towards them, and exer-
cife upon them, as theircafes may require. He hath
the {ame heart of love; the fame bowels of mercy ;
the fame {ympathy and compaffion to exprefs towards
his people that he exercifed while here below. Such
1s Chrifl’s love, that he thews it when his people moft
need it.  Jofhua, the high prieft, a type of the church
of Chrift, is in this prophecy teprefented ftanding
before the angel of the Lord, by whom we are to
underftand Chrift our Saviour; and Satan fiands at
Jothua’s right hand as an adverfary, to refift him,
and to bring before the Lord an accufation againft
him : there was caule for it; be was clothed with
Jilthy garments : by which we may underftand {in, with
which the foul is naturally clothed; and it may be
that fome of you are at this very time experiencing
the defiling efleét of it in your own confciences, damp-
ing your joys, weakening your faith, and prevailing
with you to look off from Jefus, to yeour own f{inful-
nefs and mifery. Here is a child of God ftanding
before the Lord with the filth and guilt of fome frefh
contrafted fin; and Satan, the accufer, appearing
againft him before God, hoping to obtain leave to
prevail over him.  Obferve, beloved, how the Lord
deals in this cafe; And the Lord faid unto Satan, the
Lord vebuke ibees O Satan, even the Lord that bath
cho'en  Fer falem, vebuke thee: is wst this a brand
pluced ont of the fire? You fce, firs, Chrift is an
advocate; he rebukes the devily and will hear nothing
againft his chofen ones, but will {urely plead for them.
Nay, more than this; though Jofhua was clothed
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with filthy garments, and flood before Chrift thus;
yet he gives forth the command, faying, Take sway
the filthy garments from bim. Blelled be the Lord, all
the filth and guilt of fin, as it refpedts the cletl, have
been removed {rom them, .and laid upon Chrift. By
virtue of which, frefh guilt and fin laying upon the
confcience, are removed by a frefh application of
pardoning gracc and mercy unto them. Aud unto
Fofbua, the Lovd fmd, Bebold, I bave canfed thine ini-
quily to pafs from theey and I will clothe thee with change
of raiment.  Believer, the truth is, in lives in thee and
wounds thee; and Chrift lives for thee to heal thy
wounds: and as holy Watts {ays,

<¢ Not all that fin or hell can fay,
¢ Can turn his heart, his love away.”

It may be, thou doft not draw that comfort to thy
foul from Chrift’s living as thy interceflor, as thou
fhouldefl: but doft fuffer fin and Satan to diftrefs thee
without a caufe. Satan is indeed the accufer of the
brethren, who accufes them before God day and
night: but how are we to underftand this? Certainly,
Satan cannot enter heaven, where no unclean thing is,
where Chrift our Interceffor fitteth at the right band
of God. I thercfore underftand this Scripture thus;
that Satan is continually fecking to moleft the faints,
and conftantly going up and down to pick up all he
can againft the people of God, in order to accule them,
and fet them one againft another.  Alfo he takes the
advantage to dilturb them, if poflible, in the worfhip
of God, by drawing off their minds, by injetting wan-
dering thoughts, by bringing their fins to remem-
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brance, and, it may be, by ftirring up fin in them
when they are moft folemnly engaged: which done,
he accufes them in their conlciences, and that before
the Lord, when in his facred fervice; this he does
continually day and night, under one form or ano-
ther. It is our blefling to know that {in cannot
damn us, for Chrift hath died; nor Satan condemn
us effeGually before the Lord, feeing our great high
Prieft ever liveth to make interceflion for us. This
is fufficient to reft our fouls upon—the perfonal
appearance of our advocate before the throne. So
that, f any man, any one of his people, through
frailty and the power of temptation, fin, we bave an
advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous : and
be is the propitiation for our fins. Oblerve, then, be-
lievers, that as Chrift was a prielt on the crofs, and
there perfetly expiated, and made atonement for, our
fins ; {o he is a prieft in the court of heaven, to plcad
his work before the tribunal of juftice, and the throne
of mercy, againft the curfes of the law, the accufations
of Satan, and the indittments of fin; and to keep off
the punifhments our fins deferve. For fuch an bigh
Prieft tecame us, who can have compaffion on us;
who is full of mercy and pity towards us; and is
continually exercifing himf{elf according to his office
for our good and on our behalf: b is boly, barmlefs,
undefiled, feparate from finnersy and made higher than the
beavens : which words refer to Chrift’s life and inter-
ceffion in heaven.  Who needeth not daily, as thofe bigh
prieflsy to offer up Jacrificey firft for his own finsy and
then for the people's : for this be did once, when be offered
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up bimfelf.  For the law maketh men bigh priefls, which
bave infiymily ; but the word of the oath, which was fince
the lazw, maketh the Son, who is confecrated for evermore.
Here I would paifc {ome further obfervations; the
law here {pcken of, is the ceremonial law, under
which were high priefts, and they were fuch as had
infirmity.  The whole of it was typical of Chrift, and
of good things, real fpiritual bleflings which were to
come by him, and to be beftowed upon his church
and people.  The office of the high prieft, in every
part and circumftance of it, was a prefiguration of
Chrift : 1t was of the Lord’s own appointment; and it
was on the account of {in, and on the behalf of fin-
ners.  Aaron, the firlt high prieft, was called by the
Lord to this office ; was inaugurated and invefted in
ity by anointing facrifices, and othcr ceremonies, all
divinely inftituted. So Chrift was called from eter-
nity, anointed before all worlds with the unttion of
the fpirit, and was fully invefted into the higheft exer-
cife of his prieftly work in heaven, by the offering of
himfelf. As before remarked, the office of priefthood
was appointed in confequence of fin, and it was on the
behalf of finners.  Sin could not be fatisfed for but
by blood-fhedding : and no blood of bulls and goats
could poflibly take away fin. They were not ap-
pointed for this end, but to be memorials of the future
{acrifice of Chrift Jefus, who was to make an end of
fin, and to bring in everlafling righteoufnefs. The
high Priclt was to aft on the behalf of finners in each
part and branch of his office ; it was necellary there-
fore that he thould be merciful and compaflionate to
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thofe on whofe account he afted, and on whofe be-
half he approached the Lord and fupplicated. We
have a moft beautiful account given us of this in the
sth chapter of this epiftle.  Fur every buygh prieft taken
Srom among meny is ordained for men in 1hings pertaining
to God, that be may offer boib gifts and facrifices for fins :
who can have compaffion on the ignorant, and on them that
are oul of the way; for that be bimjelf alfo is compaffed
with ifirmity. He himfelf was a finner, a frail im-
perfett creature, {ubjeé&t to frailties and infirmities;
all which taught him the need of his office; to be
compaflionate to others; to be importunate with God
on their behalf; and to make their cafe his own. In-
deed, the high prieft never appeared at the altar of
burnt-offering without having on the breaft-plate, on
which were infcribed the names of the children of
Ifract; fo that he could not forget that he repre-
fented them before the Lord; offered the facrifice on
their account; {prinkled the blood, carried it within
the vail, and there interceded for them. ke law
maketh men bigh priefls, which bave infivmity. " But our
great high Prieft, Jelus the Son of God, is boly, barm-
lefs, undefiled, feparate from finners, and made bigher than
the beavens. How then can he {uit our cafe? How can
he feel for and pity us? When our cafes are finful,
miferable, and diftrefling. Bleffings on him ! he hath
taken our nature into union with his perfon, with all
the {inlefs infirmities of it; in the days of his flefh he
was exercifed with all forts and kinds of temptations ;
and he himfelf having fuffered being tempted, he is
able to fuccour them thatrare tempted. His office
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requires from him the exercife of boundlefs mercy
and endlels compaffion.  For we bave not an bigh Prief}
which cannot be toncked with the feeling of our infirmities ;
but was in all points tempted like as we arey, yet without
JSin. Let us thevefore come boldly unto the throne of grace.
Our high Prieft is flill in office; he fpeaks by his
word from heaven unto us, and this is his invariable
language : Look unto me, and be ye faved all the ends of
the earth: for I am God, and there is none elfe. There
is not a fingle want we feel, but Chrift’s office en-
gageth him to fupply ; nor a mifery, but he is engaged
to fupport us under, or fave us from; nor a fin we
fecl, but he will both pardon and fubdue. He is full
of grace, his compaflions fail not: he is rich in mercy
to all that call upon him. Though there be a change
in his condition, from a ftate of humiliation, to a {tate
of exaltation, yet there 1s no change in his office.
And as faith cyes the death ‘of Chrift, which is the
grand fupport of the foul, being its ground of confi-
dence, and a ftrong pillar of hope when firft brought
out of a ftate of {in and mifery, under the views of fin,
and terrors of confcience: fo, in its after afts and
exercifes, it eyes the life of Chnft’s mterceflion in
heaven : thus taking into view both his propitiation
and interceffion. The believer finds Chrift an ever-
lafting rock of refuge, and fees a provifion in him
fuited to all {piritual cales and exigencies. His inter-
ceflion Iprings from the fame mercy and compaflion
towards us, as his death does; and both are but the
dilplaying of his wonderful grace and love. The law
maketh men high prigfls, which bave infirmity ; lut the
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aword of 1he oath, which was fince the law, maketh the
Sony, who 75 confecrated for evermove. The word of the
oath, which was fince the law. To what does this refer
us? Moft furely to the oath of the covenant of grace,
whereby it was declared, that another prieft fhould
arife after the order of Melchifedec, and not be calied
after the order of Aaron. If you afk, where in
Scripture is this mentioned ? 1 anfwer, in the 110th
Pfalm ; there you will find thele words : The Lord bath
fworn and will not vepenty thon art a priefl for ever afler
the order of Melchifedec. Thele words were uttered
long after the ceremonial law was given; and they
were given to inform us, that Chrift was Melchifedec’s
antitype. Indecd (as I obferved in our entrance upon
this difcourfe) he was the {ole and only type of the
perfon of Chrift, and therefore he is introduced as a
man juft dropped from heaven, and is faid to be wizk-
out father, without mother, without defcenty baving nei-
ther beginning of days, nor end of life ; but made like unto
the Son of God, abideth a priefl continnally.  Concerning
this Melchifedec, various are the opinions of learned
men : {ome will have him to be a mere man, wholfe
gencalogy is purpolely omitied by the Holy Ghoft,
that he might be a fthadow of the eternity of Chrifl’s
perfon, who was without father as man, and without
mother as God; which I am inclined to embrace as
the truth. Among {uch as look on him in this view, as
a type of Chrift in the eternity of his perfon, and in the
account given of him that he was the prieft of the moft
high God, fome will have him to be Shem the fon
of Noah; others, that he was a Canaanitifh prince ;
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while others will have him to be the Son of God
himfelf. To this is generally objefted, that it is faid,
he was made like unto the Son of God; which phrafe,
it is Judged, would have been impertinent, if he had
him{elf been the Son of God. When it is here faid,
The word of the oath, which was fince the law, maketh the
Son, who Is confecrated for evermore, what are we to
underftand by it ? What doth it make the Son? I
anfwer, a prieft. It does not make Chrift the effen-
tial and only begotten Son of God, but it makes or
declares the Son of God to be a prieft. The Sonthip
of Chrift is the foundation of all his offices. This is
moft particularly noticed in this epiftle. In the 5th
chapter you have thefe words: Chrift glorified not bim-
Jelfy to be made an bigh DPrieft ; but be that faid unto bim,
thow art my Sony to day bave I begotten thee, The fame
who faid, Thou art my Son, {aid alfo, Thou art a Prieft
Jor ever after the order of Melchifedec. So that the pre-
valency of his interceflion is founded upon his relation
to God. Seeing then that we bave a great bigh Prieft,
that is paffed into the bheavens, Fefus the Son of God. And
here before us it is taken notice of: the word of the
oath, which was fince the law, maketb the Son a prieft. His
being the Son of God, gives luftre, dignity, and efficacy
to his interceflion. It is upon this relation that his
confecration to his eternal priefthood is founded, and
which he exercifeth in the adminiftration of his office
of interceflor and advocate. The word of the cath, which
was fince the law, maketh the Son, (a Priet) who is con-
Jecrated for evermere, 1t 1s this relation that gives him
this honour and glory. This prerogative had not been
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granted him, had he not been the effential and only
begotten Son of God.  When he went into heaven to
appear 1n the prefence of God for us, he was enter-
tained as a Son-prieft; not only as a prieft in relation
to us, but as a Son in relation to his Father, and was
by him always confidered in the capacity of his Son,
as well as our furety,  Ashe was placed in this office
as a Son, {o he doth manage it as 2 Son, and will ufle
all his intereft in his Divine Father on the behalf of his
beloved ones. The infinite worth of his interceflion
refults from his divine perfon: fo alfo the infinite
worth of his obedience and fuflerings; and being the
interceflion of a divine perfon, it is as powerful as his
facrifice was effe@lual. It is a privilege due to the
greatnefs of his perfon, to have his fuit granted, as it
1s his duty as the high I'riclt of his church, to prefent it
in the holy of holies. Though there was an end of
Chrift’s allual fufferings when he expired, yet there is
no end of the virtue of them ; and therefore no end of
his interceflion, which depended, not upon his death,
fimply confidered, but upon the value of it. It is in
the virtuc of this he plecads. There can be no end of
this interceflion of his perfon, till there be an exhauft-
ing of the worth and eflicacy of his death. The exer-
cife of this officc muft be as durable as the office
itfelf.  His priefthood is for ever, and thercfore the
att belonging to his priefthood is for ever alfo. He
was more particularly conftituted an high Priefl after
the order of Melchifedec, when he entered into heaven
as a forerunner for us; where he abides an high Prieft
continually : made {o, nos afler the law of a carnal com-
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mandment, but aftev the power of an endlefs life, and con-
firmed by the oath of God, a Prieff for ever. This
will appear by conflidering, that our Lord having
finitlhed the work which the Father gave him to do,
went up on high a triumphant conqueror, dragging the
hoft of hell at his chariot wheels, and triumphing over
them. He being received up into glory, was feen by
all the angels of God, who fell down and worthipped
him. The fpirits of jult men made perfeét, caft their
crowns at his feet; Jenmovamn, the Father, bid him
welcome to heaven: and the 110th Pflalm, gives us a
moft glorious account of Chrift’s folemn inauguration
into the exercife of the fecond part of his prieftly
office within the vail. The Pfalm exhibits Chrift as
juft entered into the holy place, there 70 appear in the
prefence of God for us; and gives us the very words
with which the Father congratulated the Son upon
this great occalion. That it was written concerning
Chrift—yea, that David was 1n the Spirit, and mar-
velloufly infpired by him in the writing of it, we have
Chrift’s own teftimony to prove; and by it our Lord
pofed the Pharifees, when he afked them this foul-
important queltion: Wbat think ye of Chrif} 2 Whofe
Son 15 be & They fay unto bim the Son of David. To
whom our Lord replies, How then doth David in [pivit
call bim Lord? faying, The Lord faid unto my Lovd, Sit
thow oz my vight band, till I make thine enemies thy foot.-
flool.  Thele words were fpoken by Jenovau the
Father, to Jruovau the Son, and that at his firft
entrance into heaven, when he went up with great

triumph into his kingdom and glory. A throne was
S
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prepared for him—a crown put on him. §it thou o
my right band : this implies the grant of fovereignty
and power unto him as mediator, til I make thy foes
thy jfoolflool ; which was to be done in the following
way : The Lord fhall fend the rod of thy flrength (i. e.
the everlafting gofpel) out of Zion ; which was the very
cale, for it went forth at the day of Pentecoft out of
Zion, and this word of the Lord from Jerufalem,
Rule thou in the midfl of thine enemies: the effetts of
which follow, Thy people flall e willing in the day of
thy power, in the beauties of holinefs from the womb of
the morning : thou bafl the dew of thy youth. The Lord
bath fworn, with the oath of the covenant, and will not
repent, Thou art a Prieft for ever after the order of Mel-
chifedec.  You {ee our Jefus was divinely accepted by
the Father ; and his perfon and work were well pleafing
unto him, he being crowned with glory and honour,
and feated at the Father’s right hand, angels, princi-
palities, and powers being made fubjeft unto him.
The Father gives unto Chrift whatfoever he afks: he
beftows upon him whatfoever he defires; and refufes
nothing that he fues for. He being raifed and cxalted
by the covenant oath of the eternal Three to his me-
diatorial throne, being feated on it, and anointed a
Prieft for ever, he will alt as a prieft on the behalf
of his church, which can be no other way than by
his interceflion.  This Man, (rather it thould be, this
Prielt) afler be bad offered one facrifice for fins, for ever
Jfat dozon on ile right band of God. Having finifhed his
work upon earth, he fat down, as one that had offered
a complete facrifice in the nature of a prieft, and fat
down for ever to exercife his priefthood at the righs
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hand of God. The high prieft entered into the holy

ef holies but once a year; but this high Prieft, as one
obferves, fits for ever in court, in a perpetual exercife
of his funttion, both as a prieft and as a facrifice. And
fince his own facrifice for fins offered on earth was
{ufficient, he hath nothing to do perpetually in heaven,
but to {prinkle the blood of that facrifice before and upon
the mercy-feat. He appears in the prefence of God
for us, as the high prieft appeared in the holy of
holies for all the people. Here I would further ob-
ferve, that Melchifedec was a type of Chrift in the
higheft att of his facerdotal office in heaven, in his
blefling his people. You read of no other prieftly
att performed by him. The Scripture fpeaks not a
word concerning when he entered upon his office,
nor of his ceafing or laying down his office; hereby
the eternity and unchangeable nature of Chrift’s prieft-
hood were fet forth. Nor do you read of his offer-
ing facrifice : but it is recorded concerning him, that
he met Abrabam returning from the flaughier of the kings.
And be brought forth bread and wine ; and as he was the
prieft of the moft high God, he bleffed him, and faid,
Bleffed be Abram of the moft bigh God, poffeffor of beaven
and earth.  In which a€t, Chrift’s blefling his people,
as their great and everlafting high Prieft was typified.
As Melchifedec bleffed Abram and all the faithful
in him; {o our true Melchifedec blefleth with an
everlafting bleffing, all his people. His great work
in heaven is to blefs his people, and to pronounce
them blefled. And his blefling appears towards them
in pardoning their fins, renewing their fouls, and
Sa
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turning them effettually from their iniquities, Ob-
ferve, Chrift was confecrated a prieft for ever, upon
his entrance into heaven, and fitting at the right hand
of God. Believers, lift up your hearts unto the Lord.
Your Jefus is gone up on high; is in the prefence of
God for you ; has your concerns at heart; and hav-
ing all your names on the breaft-plate of his heart, he
manages his interceffion {o as moft exaétly to {uit your
various cafes and continual needs. When you look
by faith, and fee your almighty furety upon his throne,
an everlafting Saviour—the Prince of peace—the Lord
your righteoufnefs—furely you muft triumph over fin,
felf, Satan, death, and hell. His being at God’s right
hand, is an everlafling evidence of the worth of his
obedience and death; and what may you not expett
from f{uch a friend, who has exalted your nature into
anton with himfelf, and carried it within the vail;
where he will be worfhipped as the Lamb that was
flain, for evermore. He is our furety in heaven, as
he was on earth. He undertook, and came into the
world by his affluming our nature, to pay a price
tor the redemption of his people, adequate to all the
demands of juftice; and he is the furety for his peo-
ple in heaven, and {tands bound to bring every one of
them to glory : yea, the very entrance of Chrift into
slorv, and his being feated at the right hand of the
Majelly on high, are a pledge to us that we fhall enter
alfo. Aud he himfelf hath faid, Becanfe I live, ye fhall
live alfo.  Beloved believer, what, or who fhall fepa-
rate thee from the love of God ? Chrift will make ufe
of all his intereft in bis Father on thy behalf. Look at
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thy lurety and glorified head, Chrift Jefus: the glory
he enjoys ; the crown upon his head ; the marks which
{till remain in his glorified humanity, as [cars of ho-
nour which he received when bound by the cerds of
everlafting love to the crofs {or thee, are motives to
him to fave thee, and that to the uttermoft. Oh for
faith, to be exercifing our {ouls in meditating on the
glories of his perfon; the worth and efficacy of his
life of obedience, and death of forrows; and to be
viewing our great high Prieft, Chrift Jefus, fitting at
God’s right hand crowned with glory and honour! I
conclude with thele words of the apoftle, Now of the
things which we bave [poken, this is the fum : we have
Juch an bigh Prigfly who is fer on the vight hand of the
throne of the majefly in the beavens: a minifier of the
Janéluary, and of the true tabernacle, which ibe Lord
pitched, and not man. Heb. viil. 1, 2. May the Lord
blefs what hath been delivered.  Amen.



