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SERMON XI.

SIN NOT FOUND IN Gop’s PEOPLE, BECAUSE
FULLY PARDONED.

Jeremian, Chap. 50, Ver. 20.

In thofe days, and in that time, faith the Lovd, the ini-
quity of Ifrael fball be fought for, and theve fhall be
none ; and the fins of Judah, and ibey jLall net ke
Jound ; for Iwill pardon them whom I referve.

THESE words to a believer in Chrift Jefus, are

like apples of gold in piciuves of filver. The
fubflance, or fubjett matter of this chapter, is as
follows: The Lord had raifed up, and made ufe of
Nebuchadnezzar to chaftife and {courge his profel-
{ing people liracl and Judah, for their national impie-
ties,  This end being anfwered, God predetermines
to vifit him and his fucceflors, for his hatred and con-
tempt of the Lord’s peculiar people. The deftruc-
tion of Babylon is here foretold; and the return of
the Ifraclites out of captivity is mentioned ; and in a
figurative way, the far more glorious reftoration and
redemption of God’s church and people by Chrift are
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fpoken of. At the 17th verfe, the Lord defcribes
the ftate and cafe of the people of Ifrael and Judah,
in the wafting calamities which had come upon them,
dfrael is a featteved fhecp, the lions have driven bim
away, fift the King of Affyria bath devoured bim,
(i. e. divers kings of Aflyria, Pul, Tiglath-Pilefer,
Shalmanezer, Sennacherib, which laid wafte the whole
land of Ifrael, and carried away the people, leaving
nothing, as it were, but the bones of a carcafe that is
caten up). And laft, this Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, (who went up againft Judah, and carried them
captives) hath broken bis bones. Upon which follows a
reftoration, And I will bring Ifrael again to bis habita-
tiony and be fhall feed on Carmel and Bafban, and his foul
fall be fatisfied upon mount Epbraim and Gilead. Then
the words of my text, as a divine cordial, are uttered :
In thofe days, and in that time, [aith the Lord, the tniquily
of Ifrael fhall be fought fory and there fhall be none ; and
the fins of Fudab, and they fball not be found ; for I will
pardon them whom I referve. It will be readily acknow-
ledged, that this Scripture fpeaks of fpiritual blef-
{ings obtained through Chrift's molt precious blood-
fhedding, and beftowed by the Lord on his redeemed
and purchafed people—the non-imputation of iniquity,
the pardon and removal of it; bleflings which pro-
ceed from pure, free, and fovercign grace: fo that
thefe words exprefs the glorious ftate and cafe of God’s
believing people under the prefent difpenfation of the
everlafting gofpel.  In {peaking from this text, I will
endeavour to oblerve the following particulars :

Firft, the blefling fpoken of, the non-imputation of
fin to God’s [piritual Ifrael, exprefled in thefe words,
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the imiquity of Ifrael fball be fought fory and there jball be

none.

Secondly, the removal of all {in from them, inti-
mated in thele words: the fins of Fudab fball not be
Sound.

Thirdly, the pardon of it, I will pardon them whon
I referve.

Indecd, this Scripture may be faid to contain thofe
great, glorious, fundamental truths,—elettion, redemp-
tion, application: which comprile the bleflings of the
Father’s love, the Son’s falvation, the Spirit’s grace.
The Father’s everlafting love is manifefted in eternal,
perfonal, unconditional eleétion. The Son hath ma-
nifefted his love in undertaking the caufe of his peo-
ple, in becoming incarnate and in living and dying
to obtain eternal redemption for them. The Holy
Spirit hath manifefted, and doth manifeft his love, in
making known, revealing, and applying Chrift and
his falvation to all his called ones, in dwelling in
them, and refting upon them as the Spirit of Chrift
and of glory. I would begin my prefent {fubjett,
which will lead me to contemplate Chrift and his
great falvation, and its ineftimable benefits, where the
Lord himfelf began it; by viewing thofe eternal
atts and tranfaflions between Jrwovam the Father,
and his coequal and coeflential Son: it being truth
and verity to declare this to be the original of the
everlafting gofpel. But I muft fill climb bhigher,
and confider the fountain caufe, even the everlaft-
ing love which God bore to his people from be-
fore all time. God, who is love itfelf (God is love,
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fays John) and who loves himfelf, his Son, and Spirit,
was pleafed to predeftinate his eternal Son to be God-
man, the head of the ele@, who, as he was fecond per-
fon in the Godhead, and exifted from everlafling, fo
he was chofen and fet up in his ofhce-charaller and
capacity before all worlds. For his greater glory, the
Father chofe in him, and, together with him, all the
elect; who were prefented to him in the glafs of his
Tather’s decrees and purpofes, in all that holinefs,
excellency, and fplendour which they were to be
adorned with in heaven. Upon this prefentation of
them, the God-man feli in love with them, and afked
them at the hands of his Father, that they might be
his bride and {poufe; and the Father gave them unto
him, and gave him with them long life, even length of
days for cver and ever. Our Lord in his interceflory
prayer recorded in the 17th of John, in his addrefs to
his Divine Father on the behalf of the church, fays,
Thine they were (1. e. by elettion) and thou pavefl them
me. God chofe the perfons of the eleét in Chnift
his Son before the foundation of the world, in con-
fequence of which they had a virtual being and ex-
itence in Chrift their head, who reprefented them,
received the whole grant of grace for them, and the
promife of eternal life was given them in him before
the world began. See Titus 1. 2. Yea, they were
blefled by God the Father in him, with all fpiritual
bleflings at thcir elettion. See Ephefiansi. 3, 4. The
elett, being in Chrift, united unto him, and accepted in
him the beloved, ever were the objeéts of God’s ineffa-
ble delight and complacency, the objeéts of his invari-
able immutable love, which was from everlafting what
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it now is, and will remain the fame for ever. [ bave
lrved thee (faith the Lord, fpeaking to his church)
with an everlafling love. Upon the forefight of the fall,
the eternal Father propofes the {cheme of {alvation to
his coequal and coeternal Son, who as God-man was
the head and reprefentative of the elett. He who was
the head, became the {urety for, and undertook to
redeem his myftic body out of the hands of law and
juftice.  Though God created all maskind pure and
holy in their head, the firt Adam, yet God decreed
within himfelf to leave all mankind to fall from their
fiate of creature purity and holinefs, by the default of
the firlt man. And though all God’s ends and defigns
for permitting the entrance of fin into the moral world,
cannot be known and inveftigated by us; yet we may
fafely fay, God’s end herein was holy, juft, and good.
By it, an everlafting evidence has been given of the
creaturc’s mutability, and of the impoflibility of a
continuance 1n a ftate of pure creaturefhip, and perfe-
vering to will that which is good and acceptable in the
fight of God, except the Lord God, by fupercreation
grace, guides on the will to will God’s glory as its
utmoft end. To which may be added, what by our
greateft divines is commonly faid upon this fubjeét,
that without the permiffion of {in, God’s immutable
hatred of f{in as fin, its contrariety to his nature,
holinefs, and purity, his vengeance and wrath againft,
and which will be executed upon chriftlefs finners
for it, could not be made known. This we may
alfo fay, God had never decreed the permiflion of it,
had he not determined to overrule it, counteratt it,
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and work above and beyond it: fo that where fin
would abound, grace fhould much more abound.
We read exprefsly in Peter’s firlt chapter of his firft
epiftle, that Chrift werily was fore-ordained before the
Joundation of the world : which hath refpett to his being
predeftinated to the office of mediator; who was, as
the immaculate Lamb, to be flain for fin, and take
it away by his incarnation, obedience, and {utferings.
And here I would begin to treat of our firft propoli-
tion, which concerns the non.imputation of flin to
God’s {piritual Ifrael, exprefled in thefe words, The
imquity of Ifvael fball be fought for, and there fhall be none.
With the greateft reverence be 1t fpoken ; the higheft
and moft wonderful att the Lord God ever did, the
deepeft myftery and contrivance which ever lay hid in
God, or that his infinite wif{dom can bring forth, and
in which all his other counfels are bottomed and cen-
tered, are exprefled by the apoftle in thele words,
God was in Chriff reconciling the world unto bimfelf, not
imputing their trefpafles unto them, 2 Cor. v. 19. which
words, though few, contain in them an ineffable myf{-
tery, comprehending the counfels of eternity, and the
tranfaftions of time.  God having manifefted his great
love to his people in choofing them in Chrift, giving
them to Chrift, and fecuring them in him without
and above the poffibility of mifcarriage, wills to bring
them into aftual exiftence in Adam, pure and holy;
and leaves them in Adam to fall into the fame f{inful
ftate and cafe with all the reft of mankind: this
ferves for him to vent his love in a way of {urprifing
mercy. It is indeed a truth, that mifery is not a
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motive with God to fthew mercy ; nor are finners, as
finners, the objefls of God’s love; but God’s love
being primarily fixed upon the perfons of the elet,
as confidered by him in Chrift, and one with him,
that love remains towards them unchangeably the fame
through all the flates through which they pafs; and
they falling into fin and mifery, God’s everlafting love
is manifefted towards them in atts of everlafting mercy.
An everlafting counfel and covenant between the Fa-
ther and the Son, laid the foundation for the manifeft-
ing of everlafting kindnefs unto them. The Scripture
is a revelation of this illuftrious grace, containing a
tranfcript of this everlafting compatt between Jeno-
van and the Branch, which is moft glorioufly fet
before us in feveral parts of the Old Teftament, as in
the 8gth Pfalm, the 42d, 49th, and 53d of Ifaiah;
and in the Scripture from the New Teftament which
we have juft quoted. This covenant proceeded from
the Father, God was in Chriff, who propofed it to the
Son, drew every article in it, and propofed the glo-
rious fruits, benefits, and bleflings, which would flow
from it. He called Chrilt to engage in it, and
anointed and commiffioned him for the performance
of it: as the Holy Ghoft, who is in the Godhead
coequal, coeflential, and confubftantial with the Fa-
ther and the Son, who was privy to it, and a witnefs
of it, has declared by his own infallible teftimony in
the holy word. In this divine treaty, the Son of
God, as God-man, the head of the eleft, became
their fponfor and furety, Upon the foreviews of their
guilt and fin, he engaged to become incarnate, to obey

Q
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and fuffer, to put away their fins out of the fight of
taw and juftice, and to wafh them from their fins in
his own blood. This laid the foundation for the {al-
vation of all the patriarchs, prophets, and believers
under the paft difpenfation, and our Chrift hath been
fet forth in promife, type, and figure, as the Lamb
flain from the jfoundation of ithe world, This was
what believers before Chrift's incarnation had their
faith chiefly exereifed upon, the undertakings of the
Second Perfon in the Trinity, and his glorious work
to take away fin; which their daily facrifices were
memorials of, and fhadows to reprefent and point
out, as the fubftance: as they were offered for {in,
fubltituted in their room and ftead, and confumed
by fire; fo their faith, aflifted and raifed by the
Spirit, faw how Chrift was to bear their fins, to fuf-
tain their forrows, to undergo the punifhment due to
fin, that by his firipes they might be healed. Their
faith had the fame Chrift in view, and embraced him
as the Lord their righteoufnefs. They looked to him
as their great propitiation, as believers now do, only
that they believed in his perfon, refted upon his cove-
nant engagements, and looked for his coming to fulfil
his glorious work, as we look at him as having been
incarnate, and finifhed the whole work of redemption.
I have often faid it with a defign to honour our Lord,
that the greateft work he could poffibly undertake
and engage in with bis Father, was, as Mediator, 7
put away fin: for {in had defied all the armies of the
living God, and refufed to die by any other means than
the death of Chrilt; it contains all miferies of evil in
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it, having deluged, corrupted, and defiled the whole
human race. The very end and defign of Chrift’s
manifeftation in the flefh was to remove fin from his
people, and from before the Lord, which clearly ap-
pears from the 10th chap. to the Hebrews. It 45 not
pofible that the blood of bulls and of goats fhould take
away fins. Upon which follows an account of Chrift’s
coming into the worid with this very end and defign;
and the words uttered by him immediately before his
afflumption of our nature are there recorded : Hhere-
Jore when be cometh into the world, be faith, facrifice and
offering thon wonldefl noty (the words are an addrefs to
his Divine Father, agreeable to the covenant ftipula-
tion between them) but a body hajt thou prepared me.
In burnt-offerings and facrifices for fin thou haft bad no
pleafure. Then faid I, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
By the which will we are fanitified, through the offeving of
the body of Fefus Chrift once for all: and every prieft
flandeth daily miniflering and offeving oftentimes the fame
Jacrifices which can never take away fin. DBut this man,
after be bad offered one Jacrifice for fins, for ever fat down
o the vight band of God. By this glorious Mediator {in
is taken away: and by the Father’s having imputed it
to him, it ceafes to be imputed to them for whom
Chrift engaged: which leads me,

Secondly, to confider the removal of all fin from
them, intimated in thele words, The fins of Fudab fball
not be found. 'The taking away of fin is an inftance and
att of God’s inexpreflible grace ; and as the Lord will
be pleafed to aflift, I will endeavour to lay it before
vou agrecably to the feripture account of it. I dare

Q2
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without his Father's call.  Chrif? glorified not himfelf to
be made an bigh Priefl ; but be that faid unto bim, Thos
art my Son, to day bave I begotten thee. Thou art a
Prieft for ever after the order of Melchifedec.  In order
to accomplifh this great end and defign, the Son of
God, who, for four thoufand years, was the f{urety
of his people, as the Son of God, in the fulnefs of
time affumed our nature into perfonal fubfiftence
with himfelf, hereby becoming God and man in the
perfon of one Chrift; which is indeed an incompre-
henfible myftery, and is whatthe faith ofancient faints
was very particularly exercifed upon. The curious
firuftures of the tabernacle and temple, were fhadows
of the immacuiate purity, beauty, and perfetion of
Chrift’s human nature, who, as man, was fairer than
the children of men, the perfeition of beauty, the chicfeft
among ten thoufand ; yea, altogether lovely. TFor both
the tabernacie and tempie being fhadows and types of
Chrift’s body, fo every excellency in them was to
decipher and figure out him the antitype. Our
Lord's body was formed by the Holy Ghoft, fitted
and Immediately framed by him, and perfonally
afflumed by God the Son, for the accomplifhment of
God’s higheft and uttermoft will and pleafure. It was
an inftance of grace which neither faints on earth, nor
faints in heaven, can fufficiently admire.—That the
Lord of glory, the Son of the bleffed, the brightnefs
of the Father’s glory, and the exprefls image of his
perfon, fhould ftoop fo low as to marry our nature
into perfonal union with him,—that his body fheuld
be formed out of the fame matter as ours, lay in

Q3
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the womb as we did, have the fame members we
have, and be made in all things like unto us, fin only
excepted. By this myfterious union of our nature to
his perfon, he became capable of executing his moft
glorious work. I dare not fay, Chrift reprefented us in
and by his incarnation : but this I {ay, that he took our
nature in the virgin’s womb, pure and holy : that his
conception and birth were without all fpot and ftain of
fin: and that by his taking our nature pure and unde-
filed, and by his holy and finlefs birth, he hath taken
away the guilt of original {in from all his people, and
laid the foundation for their {piritual, new, and fecond
birth. As the human nature of Chrift was without
all fin, pure, holy, and undefiled; {o by its aflump-
tion into perfonal union with the Son of God, it hath
a relative holinefs, which it receives from the Son of
God, who dwells perfonally in it; which, as the ftamp
on the cotn, gives it all its worth, value, and excel-
lency. Here I would wifh you fpiritually to con-
template Chrift as God-man, laying afide the glory
he had as God-man with the Father before the worlds
were, taking upon him the form of a fervant, and
appearing in the likenefs of finful flefh; by which
the Scripture means, our nature with all the f{inlefs
infirmities of it. For Chrift’s flelh was not {inful
flefh, but it was a mortal body he aflumed, which
was capabie of feeling pain and griefs. Hence faith
the prophet, Surely be bath borne our griefs and car-
vied our forrows. What does he mean? Verily that
Chrift endured griefs which cannot be exprefled, when
his body was fcourged, his temples furrowed with
thorns, his arms diftended on the crofs ; and his foul
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fuftained the forrows due to us, when he {weat great
drops of blood, and cried out, My God, my God, why
baft thou forfaken me ? That Chrift’s body fuffered, the
evangelifts teftify : that his foul fuffered, his own words
declare, My foul is exceeding forrowfil even unto death.
The incarnation of Chrift was highly acceptable and
well-pleafing to Jemovan the Father; as was every
part of his work and office. Hence the whole term
of Chrift’s continuance here below, was ftyled #be ac-
ceptable year of the Lord. He beheld with incompre-
henfible delight, his coequal and coeternal Son, taking
man’s nature, and growing up as a branch from Jeffe’s
withered ftock ; and when he openly proclaimed him,
he faid of him, Thes is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleafed.  Chrift may be ftyled the fin-bearing,
fin-atoning Lamb, from his birth to his death. For
his incarnation was with an immediate view to this;
therefore on the eighth day after his birth he was cir-
eumcifed as though he had been a finner, by which he
took up to fatisfy, and, as it were. made an acknow-
ledgment, that he was to anf{wer, all the demands of law
and juftice for his people ; hence alfo it is that in many
of the Pfalms, Chrift, in the language of the prophet,
fpeaks of our fins as his, and of himfelf as a finner;
he being fuch by reprefentation and imputation, as he
reprefented the perfons of his people, fuftained their
crimes, and was charged with them by his Father’s law
and juftice. As our Lord was precious in the view of
his Divine Father as incarnate : fo in his obedience to
the law for man, he was looked upon by him with
confummate delight., The Lord is well pleafed for bis

Q4
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sighteonfnefs fake, be will magnify the law and make it
bonourable.  ‘The God-man, his heart was holv, his
thoughts pure, his life a perfett conformity to the
moral law, his ultimate end, the glory of his Divine
Father. His holinefs as man, and his obedience as
God-man, are in worth and value beyond all com-
pute. His human nature is more holy than heaven
1tlelf; contains more holinefs than is to be found in
the angels of God’s prefence, and in the law and
covenant of works: and his righteoufnefs is immu-
table and everlafting. He brought in everlafling righte-
oufnefs, by his perfonal obedience to the law, under
which he was made, and which, as the furety of his
people, he fulfilled. But this does not atone for fin;
therefore, when the mediator and furety of the ever-
lafting covenant had finithed the work of obedience,
and could ftand up before infinite purity and inflexible
juftice and fay, I bave glovified thee upon the earth ; I
bave finifbed the work which thou gaveft we to do ; he
then entered upon his glorious work of making an end
of fin, making reconciliation for iniquity, and finifh-
ing tranfgreffion. How he accomplifhed it, we from
the Scriptures are to declare. Paul tells us, Chrift was
made fin. Ilaiah fhews us, how it was he was made
fin.  God, the creditor, who alone has a right to dif-
pofe of {in, colletted all the fins of his ele&, in every
age, and throughaut every period of time, and caufed
them to meet on the devated head of Chrift our facri-
fice. The prophet in the name of the whole church of
Chrilt faithy All we like fbeep bave gone affray : we bave
turned cvery one to his ewn way, and the Lord bath laid
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on him the iniquily of us all.  Sin being colleéled by
Jenovau, and laid by him on Chrift, hereby he was
made fin. I view it as a moft inexpreffible a&t of
grace, the transferring of fin from the perfons of the
elet, to the perfon of Chrift; and conceive it as deep
a myftery as any contained in the gofpel, that fin
fhould be charged on Chrift, and yet he remain in his
own nature and perfon, pure, holy, and undefiled.
For this att of imputation was {uch, that Chrift was as
truly fin, as we are truly righteous. Both were in one
and the fame way. He was a finner by imputation ;
Peter fays of him, who his own felf bave our fins in bis
otwn body on the tree. His foul, as one exprefles it, was
made the circumference, where all the lines of our
fins were drawn, in whom they all met, and where
they all centered. His body was clothed and wrapped
about with all the guilt, filth, and iniquity of his peo-
ple; and he bore in his foul and body the whole
punifhment due to fin. There is but one Scripture
which contains the whole of Chrift’s fufferings, and it
is this, Chrifi bath redeemed us from the curfe of the law,
being made a curfe for us. The words, made a curfe
Jor us, include the whole of Chrift’s forrows. For
as all evils are contained in God’s curfe, {fo our Lord
fuffered and fuftained all forts and kinds of evils due
to fin. His atonement confifted in the imputation of
fin in its guilt and filth, with all its curfed concomi-
tants and feveral aggravations, together with the utter-
moft fhock of divine wrath, the whole load of law
curfes, and the infinite vengeance of God. By this
means our Lord hath removed all fin from the perfons
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of his people out of the fight of law and juftice; fo
that when it is fought for, it fhall not be found,
becaufe it is abolifhed by Chrift. This being an
article of our moft holy faith, which is moft furely
to be believed amongflt us, I would endeavour to
confirm it from f{cripture teftimony. As the Old
Teftament reveals what Chrift was to be, to do, and
to f{uffer, to take away f{in; fo the New Teftament
proves what he hath done and fuffered. Paul, {peak-
ing of Chrift, faith, Who gave bimfelf for our fins:
which, as holy Mr. Gibbs, at the Lord’s table, faid,
are aftonithing words, and contain infinite grace in
them. He gave himfelf for our f{ins, to die in the
law-place, room, and {ftead of finners: to die, bearing
fin itfelf imputed unto him, by which means he was
made fin, our fin, in the view of law and juftice. As
on the annual day of atonement under the paft difpen-
fation, the high Prieft, Chrift’s type, laid both his
hands on the head of the fcape goat, and confefled
over him all the fins, iniquities, and tranfgreflions of
the people of Ifrael, putting them upon the head of
the goat, who bore them all away: {fo Chrift, taking
our fins to himfelf, and ftanding up, bearing them by
imputation in his own body and {oul, hath thereby
abolifhed and made an end of them, as the following
Scriptures teftify.  John faith, Chriff was manifefted 1o
take away our fins, and in bim is no fin; that be loved
usy and wafbed us from our fins in bis own blood ; that
the blood of Fefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all fin. And
~the apoltle Paul, in the gth chap. to the Hebrews,
{aithy that Chrift, oice in the end of the worldy, bath
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appearcd to put away fin by the facrifice of bimfelf.
Charming, f{oul-reviving truth! Sin is expiated, the
damning guilt of it removed, and the reigning power
of it everlaftingly conquered by Chrift.  As it refpeéts
God’s people, they are in Chrift as perfecily clean as
though they had never been defiled. They are in
Chrift as free from the imputation of it, as though
it never had had being or exiftence. And though
they are not without fin in them, nor free from fome
finful atts, yet they are blefled by the Lord, and pro-
nounced fo. Bleffed is the man to whom the Lord will
not impute jin. Believers can never dwell too long on
this fubjeét. The more you contemplate the removal
of your fin, guilt, and filth, by the Lord himfelf, from
your perfons to Chrift, and confider, that though fin
was charged on him, and touched his righteous foul,
yet, his perfon being infinite, he could bear it without
being defiled; the more you are engaged in {tudying
the worth, value, dignity, and eflicacy of his offering,
which was himfelf, his whole perfon, God-manp, the
more you will be enabled to rejoice in viewing your
fins {wallowed up in the red fea of Chrifi’s blood, and
purged away by him; fo that you appear in the fight
of your heavenly Father, without fpot, unblameable
and irreprovable: this brings me to my third paru-
cular, the pardon of fin, I well pardon them whom I
referve. *

Pardon of fin, 1s the fruit and effe&t of Chrift's ex-
piation of it by his {ufferings and death. Look into
the 10th chap. to the Hebrews, and you will find both
pardon and fanttification to be the fruits of Chrift’s ob-
lation, God'’s pardoning mercy is commenfurable to
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the utmotft eflicacy of Chrift’s blood; and God delights
in difplaying his mercy, becaufe thereby the blood of
Chrift is honoured and magnified. The facrifice of
Chrift hath taken away the fin of the elect, in confe-
quence they ftand before the Lord juftified and par-
doned, being faved by Chrift from the greateft of all
evils, fin; and from the greatelt of all miferies,
damnation: yea, they are faved in him, the Lord,
with an everlafting falvation. I have here in this
place faid and will again repeat it, becaule of its
excellency, what Mr. Romaine ufed to fay, that
““ when perfons begin to be concerned about the fal-
¢ vation of their fouls, they think that there mult be
“ a great work that they may be faved; whereas
¢ there is nothing more to be done, than has been
“ done already. The facrifice which takes away fin
¢ hath been cffered, and is everlaftingly acceptable;
“ and the righteoufnefs which jultifies, is wrought
¢ out, and carried within the vail; and the Father
¢ hath accepted it, and i1s well pleafed with all who
¢ believe init. fo that nothing remains, but for God
“ to fend down his Holy Spirit to bring you to be-
¢« lieve on the atonement and righteoufnels of Jelus
¢ Chrift.” This is {peaking to the purpofle; it 1s
prefenting to view the objeét of faith, and it is this
only can do us good. And yet, alas! how few of
the Lord’s people have an enjoyment of God’s par-
dening mercy, and a fpiritual view of it in a gofpel
way. Some fpeaking of their experience, talk of
what great power they have felt under the word, and
others of remarkable forrows and joys, though thefe

-
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kave nothing to do with the fubje&. Impreffions are
not believing. There is great power accompanying the
word to the foul when God 1s pleafed to make it cffec-
tual ; but this is more perceived by what it produces
in the foul, than by what is then felt. I fear there
arc very few, and confefs, I very rarely find any of
God’s dear people, who derive all their healing,
cleanfing, pardon, and confolation from Chrift alone,
by fimple faith : and yet the Holy Spirit direéts us to
Chrift crucified, as the grand fubjeét for us to feed
upon, and rejoice in.  There is a firong and lafling
foundation in the blood of Chrift for our comfort and
encouragement. The blood of Chrift hath in it all
the efficacy of eternal Godhead: and what wounds
are fo deep, that they cannot be healed by the fove-
reign balfam of fo rich a blood? What fins are too
great to be expiated ; and what difeafes too bad to he
cured by the blood of him that created the world?
How rich is that blood, fince it is the blood of the Son
of God, and mult therefore have infinitely more of va-
lue in it than all {ins'can have of guili, fince they arce
the fins of the fons of men. The blood of Chrifl is as
much above the guilt of our fins, as the exceilency of
his perfon is above the meannels of curs. It is in ex-
perience a matter of infinite moment to know Chrift,
our intereft in him, and to partake by faith of God’s
pardoning mercy.  And here I would be as honeft as
day-light: I do not doubt of my interelt in Chrift;
but I profefs before you, that it is not my believing
my perfonal intereft in Jefus, that fupports and
ftrengthens my faith: no; but this, what I know from
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the word and {pirit concerning the perfon, and perfeél,
finithed work of Chrift: the Father’s delight in the
Mediator, and in his work of mediation, is the rock
on which I ftand, and the objeét from whence I derive
firength and {uccour. I fay it again; my knowledge
of Chrift, as to what I am fpiritually taught of him
from the word, proceeds from the divine anointings
of the Holy Spirit, who gives me a fpiritual know-
ledge of Chrift; of his perfon and falvation ; and his
prefenting him to the mind, {piritually, illuminates
the underftanding ; draws the affettions ; fanttifies the
will ; purges the confcience ; comforts the heart; and
produces a {enfe and an enjoyment of that peace which
pafleth all underftanding. It is a {piritual knowledge
of Chrift which produces the aftings of {piritual faith
on him; and all true joy and peace in God are the
fruits and effeéls of believing. Hear the apoftle, who,
in his prayer for the believing Romans, exprefles him-
felf thus: Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing. It is in believing in Chrift he fills
the foul with all joy and peace.

I conclude with faying, God’s called ones have
caufe to fing aloud for joy. Hear a faint of old
exprefling himfelf thus: Lord, thou baft been favourable
19 thy land : thon baft brought back the captivity of Facob :
thou bafi forgrven the iniquity of thy people : thou bafl
covered all their fin, Believers, if your {ins are hidden
and covered; if Chrift’s blood be your atonement,
why then do ye not rejoice in God? And if your
fins are not taken away by Chrift already, how are ye
to be dilcharged from them? Ye fay, ye are not with-
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out fin in yourfelves, truly itis fo,—but Chrift’s blood
is your eternal purity, and ye are now in Chrift as one
with him, and as feen by the Father in him, as pure
and perfettly cleanfed from fin, and as confummately
righteous as ye will be when in heaven: and that, inaf-
much as God hath freely forgiven you all trefpafles.
The excellent Charnock fays: ¢ All tran{greflions to
Chrift’s blood, ¢ are like a grain of fand, or a drop of
¢ a bucket to the ocean, no more feen or diftinguifhed
“ when it is fwallowed up by the mafs of waters.” It
is a plenteous redemption, fince it redeems Ifrael, and
all the Ifrael of God, from all their iniquities. His
blood can cleanfe as many fins as his Godhead can
create millions of worlds, and thofe are numberlefs :
fince there are no limits to his power, there can be
none to his blood. That blood which hath cleanfed fo
many from fin,-and from fuch multitudes of fins in their
various heinoufnefs, can cleanfe you fromr all your
{ins, were they as great as all thofe jointly that have
been cleanfed by it from the beginning of the world.
May the Lord’s words be precious to your {ouls; he
fpeaks from off the mercy-feat, and declares in his
own promife, £ will be merciful to your unvighteoufnefs ;
and your fins and your iniquities will I remember no more.
The Lord grant his blefling on what has been deli-
vered. Amen,



