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SERMON X

Curist’s conTINUAL CArRE oF HisCHURCH
AND PEOPLE.

Isaran, Chap. xxvil. Ver. 2, 3.
et ————

I that day fing ye unto ber, a vineyard of ved wine. [
the Lord do keep it ; I wwill water it every moment :
left any burt ity I will keep it night and day.

ALL Scripture is given by the infpiration of God,
and an infallible writer informs us, that what/o-
ever things were writlen aforetime, were written for our
learning ; that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have bope. Looking upon them in
this view, and as revealed for this end and defign,
it leads us to behold with wonder, admire with plea-
fure, and with tranfporting gratitude think upon the
exceeding great and precious promifes made by that
God who cannot lie, which are all yea and amen in
Jefus Chrift, the effential, confubftantial, and only
begotten Son of God, who is the head and repre-
fentative of the whole elettion of grace. With him
the eternal Father entered into covenant on the behalf,
and for the fake of his beloved ones. To him the
O
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promife of eternal life was given before the world
began; all the grants of grace for his people were
made to him; and they have all been made good to
him, and he is in the aftual pofleflion of all the grace
contained in them. Hence the apoftle faith, A/ the
promifes of God in bim are yeay and in bim amen. They
are alfo revealed in the facred word of truth, and are
each and every one of them atually fulfilled by the
effe€tual grace and power of the Lord the Spirit, to
all who are alive to God, and who are living by the
faith of the Son of God.

As I have taken what we call a promife for my
text, it may not be amifs to give you a definition of
what the promifes are. The promifes of God pro-
ceed from the eternal purpofes of his grace towards
his chofen people in Chrift Jefus, revealed in the
pofitive declarations of his mercy, infcribed in the
written word, and hold forth to the view of faith,
the grace God will beftow, the fupport he will afford,
the bleflings he will pour out upon his people, to
fupply their needs and neceffities, according to bis
riches in glory by Chriff Fefus. God is entitled the God
of all grace. He hath made known his purpofing grace
by his promifes, which become the foundation of our
faith, the fupport of our hope, and the joy of our
hearts. Grace in God’s nature is the fountain; grace
in his purpofes is the fpring; and grace in his dealings
and difpenfations is the ftream; and God’s word of
promile is, like himfelf, truth and immutability : there
can be no change in it; and the largenefs of God's
grace 1n the word of promife, which belongs to his
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people, appears in this: that there is no cafe, want,
circumftance, or flate, into which they are, or may
be brought, but is particularly noticed ; provifion is
made; and a promife, either of fupport under trouble,
or deliverance out of it, is to be found, if they fearch
the Bible forit: and it isa part of {piritual wifdom to
get acquainted with the promiles of God, and with fuch
e{pecially, as moft {uit our cale, experience, and ne-
ceffity.

The words before us, which are to be the founda-
tion of our prefent dilcourle, contain one of thofe
great and precious promifes, made by the Lord to
his church and people, and is a full, large, and com-
prehenfive one. It contains and reprefents the care
of God over his vineyard, the church. The chapter
begins with an account of a complete vittory and con-
queft which the Lord would obtain for his people over
their enemies; and, as I apprehend it, in a figure, it
fhews the complete viftory that God our Saviour
would obtain over his and our fpiritual enemies.
In that day (faith the prophet) the Lord with bis fore
and grear and [flyong fword fball punifh Leviathan, the
piercing ferpent, even Leviathan that crooked ferpent, and
be fball flay the dragon that is in the fea. Thele words,
in their firft and primary fignificancy, refpeét Pharaoh,
king of Egypt, who is compared unto Leviathan,
which fome will have to be the whale, others the cro-
codile, who is faid to be in the fea. Egypt being
watered and made fruitful by the waters of the Nile,

Pharaoh is faid to have his dwelling in it. Among
Oz
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and about the fireams of the Nile, crocodiles haunt ;
and the figure ferves to diftinguifh the terriblenefs, cru-
elty, and power of the Egyptiansand Aflyrians againft
the people of the Jews. But the bluftering rage of the
one was laid low, and the pride of the other affluaged,
by the blaft of the Lord of hofts. As it refpetis
the church of God; fin, Satan, death, and hell, thefe
fierce, ftrong, and proud foes, are conquered and
eternally vanquifhed by the omnipotent Jefus. Our
adorable captain of falvation with the two-edged fword
of the word, overcame all the power of Satan.
That fore and great and flrong fword, was the weapon
with which he fought the decifive battle, and came
off an everlafting conqueror. By his dying for fin-
ners, in their law-place, room, and ftead, and bearing
their {ins in his own body on the tree, the damning
guilt and reigning power of fin are fubdued and
deftroyed ; death is difarmed of its fting, hell van-
quifthed, and eternal redemption obtained for his
whole church and people. In treating on my text, I
will obferve the following particulars :

Firfi, that this fong was fung on the occafion of the
defiru€tion of the church’s enemies. Secondly, we
have God’s protetting care towards his church, ex-
prefled under the fimilitude of a vine-drefler, taking
care to water and protett his vineyard. [ the Lord ds
keep ity I will water it every moment. Thirdly, the
conftancy of his care; leff any burt i, I will keep 1t
#ight and day. Thefe are the particulars;

And we will begin with the firft, and conflider
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this fong, which was fung upon the occafion of the
deftruftion of the church’s enemies. In that day,
Sing ye unto ber a vineyard of red wine. I would firft
obferve that the church is compared to a vine and
a vineyard, and which is frequently the cafe both in
the Old and New Teftament; as in the 8oth Pfalm,
Thou baft brought a vine out of Egypt; thou bafl caf?
out the beatben and planted it ; alluding to the bring-
ing the Ifraelites out of Lgypt, and difpoflefling
the Canaanitith nations, to plant them in their
room: and in verfe the 15th, the church is called
a vineyard; fo alfo in the Song of Solomon, the
church is compared to a vine and a vineyard. The
church of Chrift may be compared to a vineyard
for the following reafons: a vineyard is a fpot of
ground feparated and diftingnifhed from others; {o
is the church of Chrift from the relt of the world,
by elefting, redeeming, and efficacious grace. DBe-
lievers ave a chofen generation, a voyal priefibood, an holy
nation, and, being fo, are a peculiar people : they are
fenced about with fovereign grace, whereby they are
made to differ from others. In the vineyard, the
church, ftands in the firft place Chrift, the true and
moft noble vine; and next to him true believers,
who are there planted by him, ingrafied on him, and
grow up in him. A vineyard is a very fruitful fpot;
fo is the church of Chrift, confifting of true be-
lievers, who are filled with the fruits of righteoufnefs
by Jefus Chrift, who is the true vine o» whom they
are ingrafted, and from whom their fruit is found,
O3
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A vineyard requires great care and pains from the
bhufbandman; fo does the church: and Chrift is con-
tinually employing his care over, and beftowing the
fhowers of his grace upon it. Vineyards are delight-
ful and pleafant, fuch is the church to Chrift; he
delights to walk in it, and often goes down Into it, to
obferve how it grows and thrives. Vines muft be
watered, pruned, and propped. Chrift does all this
and much more to his vineyard the church; he waters
it every moment by his grace, prunes, and lops off
the unfruidful branches, fupports the weak and tender
vines with his almighty power, and fences them about
with divine favours. Chrift’s vineyard, the church, is
a place to fing as well as work in.  He hath his mini-
fters employed in working in it, by labouring in the
word and dottrine, and in {inging the Lord’s fong, in
publifhing the Lord’s praife, and proclaiming his ever-
lafting love, free grace, a finifhed falvation, the un-
fearchable riches of Chrift, which fill the fouls of the
redeemed with joy unfpeakable. In that day, when
the everlafting covenant hath been carried into execu-
tion by the incarnation of the Son of God; when ever-
lafting righteoufne(s is brought in, peace made, fin
abolifhed, Satan conquered, and everlafting vittory
gained over all the principalities and powers of dark-
nels, fing ye wunlo ber a vineyard of rved wine. It is
by the moft precious blood of Chrift, the church is
cleanfed and purged from fin, and redeemed out of
the hands of law and juftice ; pardon of fin is the fruit
of it. e have redemption through bis bleod, the forgive-
nefs of fins according to the viches of bis grace. It is the
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blocd of Chrift which alone can wafh out the fcarlet
ftain of fin, and obtain peace with God; and redemp-
tion through the immaculate Lamb of God, is the
{weeteft found and fong a believer can hear; it is
mufic to the ear, honey in the mouth, and melody in
the heart. Waithout the bloodfhedding of Chniit, fin
would have undone our fouls; and without God’s
own teftimony in the Scriptures concerning the eter-
nal worth and everlafting eflicacy of the blood of
fprinkling, the guilty conlcience could have no peace.
For when fin is known and felt in its guilt and power,
the foul would fink into unutterable and everlafting
defpair, did not the Holy Spirit point the con-
vinced perfon to the Lamb {lain from the foundation
of the world. Nothing but the joyful found of par-
don and falvation, canm raife up the foul, through the
grace of the Holy Spirit, unto 2 living hope and faith
in God. The Lord hath here prepared a fong to be
fung to the honour of his name by Zion’s converts,
in remembrance of his mercy, and for the refrefhment
of their fpirits. In that day fing ye unto her a vineyard of
red wine. I the Lord do keep it; I will water it
every moment : left any burt ity I will keep it night and
day. Fury is not in me. Here is the church’s fafety
and happinefs. The Lord delighteth in his people.
He preferves and protefls them. He fupplies and wa-
ters them with fhowers of heavenly bleflings; guards
them by night and day, is at perfe&t peace with them,
and all their enemies are under his feet; fo that it muft
be a vain thing for any enemy to attempt to annoy
them. Who would fet the briars and thorns againft me in
battle ? (all the enemies of God’s people are but thorns
O4
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and briars before the Lord, who will be unto them
a confuming fire.) I would go through (or, march
againft) them, I would burn them together. Who would
be fo rafh? Rather let every one of mine enemies
humble himfelf, and fly to my grace. Let him take
bold of my flvength, that be may make peace with me,
and be fball make peace with me. We here fee how
the Lord is plealed to deal with fuch to whom
he fhews mercy. He pours out of his Spirit upon
them, and puts his Spirit within them, who gives
them to feel their want of Chriff, and makes them
willing to come unto him. Hereupon the foul is
brought to know that God is reconciled, is the God
of peace, and that he is at perfett peace with all his
people in Chrift Jefus. He hath declared it, Fury is
not in me. If the foul alks, how fhall I be aflfured of
it? How fhall I know my intereft in it? The Lord
gives this command, Les bim take bold of my [flrength ;
Jefus is the all glorious Mediator; take hold of him,
as {et forth by the Father’s love and grace, as a propi-
tiation for fin; he is the great peace-maker. But how
fhall we take hold of Chrift? By faith. The Father
draws the heart to Chrift, by the invincible power of
his omnipotent grace. The foul drawn, lays hold
of Chrift, as the firong and almighty Saviour: and
Chrift being trufted in, and relied upon, by the faith
of the operation of God, hereby the foul, by the
teftimony of the Spirit, is brought to know its per-
fonal intereft in Chrift, and that God is at perfet
peace with him. The Holy Ghoft reveals God as
reconciled in Chrift and at perfe& peace: and when
believers are under fear and trouble through guilty
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fears and unbelief, he direfts them to take frefh
hold of Chrift by faith, whereby they have a renewed
fenfe of God’s love towards them, and of their intereft
in the covenant of peace. Every f{ermon concerning
the love of God in Chrift, is a fong to every trem-
bling, doubting, difconfolate believer. The Lord
docs not come to his people calling them to mount
Sinai, difcovering him{elf in terror and horror; but
he comes to them in the ftill fmall voice of peace and
pardon ; and from mount Zion he fings forth the glo-
rious fong of redemption to poor undone finners and
doubting faints, It is well for us that it is fo; for
when a foul is really and effettually awakened by the
Holy Spirit, to fee, feel, experience, and know, what
a ftate of {in and guilt Adam’s fall had brought it into,
no voice but the Lord’s can raife up the guilty finner
to wait and hope for the falvation of God. As God
wounds in convi€tion, {o he only can heal. It requires
the almighty power of God to be put forth, in order
to comfort the truly awakened perfon. Let the whole
college of divines, yea, fummon all the holy angels
from heaven, and let them all cry, Comfort y¢, com-
Jart ye my people, faith your God: it will all be in vain,
until the God of all comfort, himfelf, by his own word
and {pirit, is pleafed to fpeak peace and comfort to
the heart. Luther ufed to fay, ¢ It requires as much
“ to fatisfy a guilty confcience as to fatisfy God him-
¢ felf.” Nothing can give the guilty conicience peace,
but the blood of Chrift; and this yields peace only in
its application, which it isthe peculiar prerogative and
office of the eternal Spirit to make, He applies it by
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the word of promife, bearing his own teftimony in
the heart, that the blood of Chrift cleanfcth from all
fin. He draws the foul to believe this as an ever-
lafting truth ; and in our believing it, the Lord fpeaks
peace to the heart, and by this means the believer is
raifed up from under the burden of his {in and guilt.
Hereupon the Lord fings this fweet fong of his re-
deeming, pardoning grace. A bleeding Saviour is a
reviving fight to a broken-hearted finner. A purple
Saviour cleanfeth a fcarlet crimfon finner ; a Saviour
full of boundlefs grace, bottomlefs mercy, everlaft.
ing love; this is juft fuch an one as the foul wants,
When this well of falvation is revealed and difco-
vered, the joy of the Lord becomes our ftrength. Tt
is then a day of triumph, conqueft, and joy. The {oul
1s everlaftingly conquered by the love of Chrift. The
will 1s, with a kind of omnipotent fweetnefls, drawn to
the Saviour. It is the day of the efpoufals of the foul
to Jefus; and it is the day of gladnefs of heart to the
vi€torious Redeemer. A fong is fung in the church
of Chrift upon this occafion; yea, God rejoiceth in
this joy, [u that day fing ye unto ber a vineyard of red
wine. The church is compared to a vineyard of red
wine, becaufe the is redeemed from fin, Satan, death,
and hell, by the blood of Chrift: alfo, becaufe of
thofe bloody perfecutions which from time to time it
~ has been expofed unto: principally, becaufe of the
precious fruits it brings forth to the praife and glory
of God; all of which are the effeéls of her feeding
upon the dofirine of a crucified Redeemer. In the
church of Chrift is found the wine which cheereth the
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heart of God and man. God’s love, which is the
ocean from whence all fpiritual bleffings flow, and
which like wine, refrefhes, comforts, {trengthens,
exhilarates, and emboldens his people, fills their
hearts with joy, their mouths with praife, their fouls
with delight in him as their everlafting portion and
inheritance ; likewife pardon, peace, cleanfing, and
healing through the {tripes and blood of Chrift, make
the church like a vineyard of red wine, their thoughts
being at times wholly intent upon their Saviour’s {uf-
ferings: fo that looking upon their Jefus as cruci-
fied, who 1s their head, and 7s like Carmel ; and the bair
of their head (the thoughts of their hearts upon his
bloody fweat in the garden, his ftrong crying and tears
upon the crofs) Jke purple, being deeply fteeped in
meditation upon their beloved and in his bloody {uf-
ferings ; thus in the fight of God they are as a vine-
yard of red wine—red in the blood of their Lord’s
atoning facrifice, in which they are everlaftingly pure,
and by which they draw nigh unto God; yea, they
rejoice in him through our Lord Jefus Chrift, having
received his atonement, and refted their fouls upon
it. Alfo the facrifice of Chrift, remembered by them
in the ordinance of the Lord’s fupper, may be faid to
refrefh the heart of God and man, as it is by the
offering of his foul and body in union with his Deity,
that juftice is fatisfied and wrath appeafed; and by the
remembrance of it, the hearts of God’s people are
comforted and refrefhed. From hence we obferve,
there is matter for real joy; Chrifl’s vineyard, the
church, is ever before him, and it is ever his delight :
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ke dwelleth in his people for ever. God rejoiceth
over hLis people to do them good: and they rejoice in
him with excceding great joy, the caufe of which is,
that the Lord is their portion and inheritance, and is
become their {alvation, their fhield, and exceeding
great reward.

This brings me fecondly, to take notice of God’s
protefting care towards his church, which is expreffed
under the fimilitude of a vine-dreffer, taking care
to water and protett his vineyard. [ the Lord do
keep it ; I will waler it every moment.,  As a church
is compared to a vine and a vineyard, {o the Lord
is reprefented as the hufbandman, or vine.drefler;
and his care is manifefled by his preferving and
watering his people with the dews and fhowers of
heavenly grace and divine influences. "What are the
people of God, in themfelves confidered? Nothing
but flefh and deformity; though, as confidered in
Chrift, they are beautiful and glorious ; in themfelves,
they are finful; yea, in themfclves, they are empti-
nefs, vanity, and mifery: fo that they require the
Lord’s conftant care. They would be continually
falling into fin and mifery, 1if not protefted and
preferved by the Lord himfelf; who, out of the
riches of his own grace, becomes their keeper, and
will be their guide even unto death. We f{hall
endeavour to confider, as the Lord may be graci-
oufly pleafed to direét and aflift, under this fecond
particular head of our prefent difcourfe, firft, how
the Lord is the keeper of his people; and, fe-
condly, how he waters their fouls every moment,
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Firft, the church of Chrift, which for its value, excel-
lency, and precioufnefs in his fight, is fiyled a vineyard
of red wine, is the peculiar property, care, and charge
of the Lord of hofts; he is the keeper of it; he pre-
{erves and defends it from evil,  'What is here faid,
and which feems to be fpoken, and mey be under-
ftood of the church of God colle@ively confidered,
is alfo true as it refpeéls every individva member of
our Lord’s rcal and myflicel body. They are 2li and
every one of them the objeéls of everlafting love,
vellels of mercy, the purchafe of Chril’s moft pre-
cious blood: in his fight they are perfeélly comely
through his comelinefs put upon them; a garden of
delight which the Lord hath blefled; an orchard of
pomegranates with pleafait fruits; a vineyard of red
wine. The eye of the Lord is ever upon them, to-
wards them, and around them for good.  Agreeably
to what Elihu fays to Job: Fe withdraweib not bis eyes
Jrom the righteous ; but with kings are they on the throne ;
yea, be doth eflablifh them for ever, and ibey are exalted :
which gives us a beautiful account of God's grace
and providence exercifed by him on his people. His
eyes of providence are upon them, to fupply their
temporal wants, and to protett and defend them
from their enemies, and they are never off them: fo
the eyes of his love, grace, and mercy. Jenovaw,
the Father, always viewed them in his Scn, and ever
beheld them righteous in him, through his righteouf-
nels imputed unto them ; and looked upon them with
delight and pleafure: and always fo views thiem. They
are fet as a feal upon the heart of Chrift, engraven on
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his hands, and are ever before him, and in his view.
His eyes are upon them from the beginning of the
year to the end of it; yea, from one eternity to
another ; were fet upon them from everlafting: and
are upon them in time; at the time of conver-
fion, to quicken and czll them by grace ; and after-
wards they continue upon them under all their afflic-
tions, temptations, and defertions, and will ever re-
main on them, and never be withdrawn. Nothing
can feparate believers from the love of God which
is in Chrift Jefus our Lord. They are equal to
kings on thrones; they are fo accounted of by the
Lord, being made by him kings and priefts ; yea, be
doth eftablyfl them for ever, as righteous perfons in
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, which is an everlafting one ; and
they fhall never come into condemnation; for they
are eftablifhed in the love of God, in the covenant
of grace, in the hands of Chrift, in a ftate of grace
now, and they fhall be confirmed in a flate of hap-
pinefs to all eternity. And they are exalted, being
raifed as beggars from the dunghill, to fit among
princes, even among the princes of God’s people ; and
they will one day be exalted and placed at Chrift’s
right hand, they will fit down with him for ever in
his throne, and reign with him for ever and ever.
The Lord himfelf is their keeper, and they are well
kept by him : it implies that he is with them—in the
midft of them ; that he furrounds them, proteéts and
provides for them. So run the gracious declarations
of God’s grace and protetting care towards his be-
loved people in the charter of grace : I the Lord will
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keep thee.  And {peaking of his church as a city:
I, faith the Lovd, will be unto ber a wall of fire
vound about, and will be the glory in the midft of ber,
This is the believer’s fecurity, his comfort, and the
foundation of his hope for perfeverance in the good
ways of God—the Lord’s abfolute promife; who
hath fpoken in the word, and ftill (peaks thus: Fear
thou noty for I am with thee: be not difinayed, for 1 am
thy God. I will flrengthen thee ; yea, I will belp thee ;
yeay I will uphold thee wiih the right band of my righte-
oufnefs. The church and people of God are continu-
ally {urrounded with enemies, temptations, and {nares.
The corruption of fallen nature, thé exceeding deceit-
fulnefs of fin, the malice of Satan, together with the
allurements of the world, would be too ftrong for
the child of God, were he left to grapple with thefe
enemies in his own firength. The believer would
foon find fin which dwelleth in him, more than a
match for all his inherent grace; and Satan would
eafily fwallow him up, if the Lord was not his keeper.,
The grace of God implanted in the foul in regenera-
tion by the Holy Spirit, does not deftroy the indwel-
ling corruption of our finful nature ; neither do the
communications of divine grace deliver us from temp-
tations and trials. The more the foul is under the in-
fluence of grace, the more he feels the finfulnefs and
oppofition of his carnal hcart rebelling againft the
holy will and law of God. The more communion
the believer hath with God, the more Satan rageth,
and the more his malice will be increafed. Itis truly
marvellous, wonderful, and {urprifing, how the Lord
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preferves and maintains {piritual life in the fouls of
his people, notwithftanding all the conflifls, terap-
tations, and oppolfitions which they cxperience both
from within and without themfeives. You would
look oa it as a miracle in nature, if you faw in one
channel, two direflly contrary fireams, running with
a conftant courfe and force in dirett oppofition to
each other. The regenerate man expericnces a like
miracle in himfelf: he feels to his grief that there are
two diftinét, oppofite principles in him, and that /he
Fefb lufleth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the
He/b s and that thefe are contrary oue to the other. Sin
and grace are both in the regenerate foul; and are
both diftin& and oppofite in their operations: like
water and oil which, though in the fame veflel,
will never coalefce or mix with each other. This is
the occafion of thofe foul troubles and inward con-
flicts which God’s truly regenerate people experience.
It 1s this which fetches thofe fighs and groans from
their inmoft fouls, as it did from Paul, who cried out,
O wreiched man that I amy who fball deliver me from the
body of this death? Blefled be God, there is deli-
verance for us in Chrift.  And believers do at times
triumph in the life, death, refurrettion, and intercef-
fion of Jefus, over fin, felf, Satan, and every enemy,
faying, Wbo is he that condemmeth? It is Chrif} that
died: yea, rvather that is vifen agatn ; who is even at the
vight band of God; who alfo maketh iulerceffion for us.
And though believers do not always by faith per-
ceive it, yet bleffed be the Lord, he is their keeper.
It may be you are ready to afk, how does the Lord
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keep his people? Are they always fafe? Does no
kind of evil befall them ? Are they always brought off,
in the ftrength of the Lord, more than conquerors?
I will endeavour, by anfwering thefe queries, to point
out to you the Lord’s goodnefls exprefled towards
his people in his kecping of them. I, the Lord, do
keep them.  'The Lord is their keeper, and he glories
in it; he keeps them by his mighty power, as in a
garrifon, thrcugh faith, in a dependence upon him-
felf. He is their houfe of defeice, and their thield;
all his power is put forth to protett his people from
the power of hell, the guics of which fhall never be
able finally to prevail againft them. The Lord is
with his people ; the name of the church is, The Lord
ts there ; and his prefence is a life-giving, a foul-
quickening, an heart-warming, faith-ftrengthening, apd
hope-encouraging prefence. He keeps the fouls and
bodies of his people, their whole perfons, and hath
undertaken to preferve them to the end, that they
may be blamelefs in the day of our Lord Jefus Chrift.
And God is fuithful, {faith Paul, to perform all this.
The Lord, in the courfe of his dealings with them,
does by the bleffed teaching of his Holy Spirit, as
alfo from their own experiences, lead them to know
and feel the need of his divine guardianfhip and
conftant care. They find the Lord hath kept and
will keep them even unto the end. This appears
unto them from the word of promife, which cannot be
broken: and from their experience, which hath been
the fruit of God’s faithfulnefs to his word and work.
For they find that he doth not forfake the work of his
p |
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hands, and that his grace is in them as a well of watcr,
Jpringing up inte everlafling life. 'Though it may be,
they have their falls ; yet though they fall, they are
not utterly caft down, for the Lord upholdeth them
with his hand. The fafety of God’s people is thus ex-
prefled : The eternal God is thy refuge : and undernealb
are the everlafling arms ; out of which they cannot fall.
If they fall ever fo low, yet Jemovan's everlafting
arms of love and mercy, truth and power, are under-
neath them, to {upport, bear up, firengthen, and pre-
ferve them. And the Lord’s people are fafe, eter-
nally fo. He 1s faid to be a wall of fire round about,
yea, to be 7n the midff of, and a prefent help to them
in irouble. This caufed the Plalmift to exult, God
15 our refuge and flrengihy, a very prefent belp in trouble.
Some fuppole this, the 46th Pfalm, was penned on
account of the ficge of Jerufalem by Sennacherib
being raifed in the time of Hezekiah; it certainly
is applicable to any time of confufion and diftrefs:
and it is reported concerning Luther, that, when he
faw a ftorm arifing againft the church, he would fay,
come let us fing the 46th Pfalm, and then let the
enemy do his worft. In it a firong confidence in the
Lord is exprefled. God s our xefuge and firengih, a
very prefent belp in trouble.  Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be vemoved, and though the mountains be
carried into the midfl of the fea: though the waters thereof
roar and be troubled ; though the mountains [hake with the
Jwelling thereof.  Selab.  God is in the midfl of ber ; fbe
Jball not be moved: God fball belp ber, and that right
early: asy indeed, he did in Hezckiah’s time, when
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Jerufalem was furrounded with an exceeding great
army, and yet in one night the angel of the Lord
went forthy, and fiote in the camp of the Affyrians a
bundred and four [cove and five thoufand : and when the
inhabitants of Zion arofe early in the morning, bebold,
they were all dead corpfes. A blefled proof this, that
the Lord’s prefence, his being in the midf{t of his
pcople, is for their proteétion, fafety, and gosd. It
may be, you will be ready to afk, are they always
fafe? To which the anlwer 1s, that the Lord, when
he brought the people of Ifrael out of Egypt, went
Deforve them by day in a pillar of cloud; and by night
in a pillar of fire, to lead, cover, and defend them:
fo alfo he is fpiritually prefent with his people at
all times, in all places, in all cafes, by his {piritual
covenant promife, which is their fecurity, prefervation,
and glory. He being always with his people, they
are always fafe and fecure. It may be you will fur-
ther afk me, in what fenfe are they fo? I reply, they
are fafe, under Jemovawu’s protettion; and fecure,
as be keeps them: and in the 12:ft Plalm, which
was written purpofely to celebrate the Lord’s good-
nefls to his people, manifefted in his being their
keeper, it is exprefsly faid, The Lord fball preferve thee
Jiom all evil. How are we to underfltand this? The
Lord’s people are not in every fenfe kept from evil.
In the Pfalm quoted, it is three times repeated to
awaken our attention and quicken our oblervation to
this bleffed truth, that the Lord is the keeper of his
fpiritual Ifracl. Poor believer! thou haft a keeper
who takes care of thee, and that keeper is the Lord.
Pa
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He is fo watchful and carcful of his charge, that his
mercy and goodnefs follow his people all their life
long. He is ever mindful of his covenant, and of his
people ; and will perfett that which concerns them :
and 1f at any time his people run into evils, and go
aftray, during all fuch time, his eye and care are
towards them; yea, and over them then moft; to
weaken the temptation, to reftrain corruption, and,
even when atiually fallen, to reftore and recover his
people, and bring them back again to him, who is the
great Shepherd and Bifhop of their fouls. His care
is principally exercifed about preferving his people,
that fin may not have dominion over them. So that
we are to underfland fuch promifes of God’s keeping
us from all evil, and preferving us blamelefs, to have
refpedt to keeping us from the evil of fin, fo as not to
fuffer us to be tempted above what he enables us
to bear; or of his keeping us from being finally con-
quered, and eternally overcome with it. He takes
{pectal care of our goings in his way, and will there-
fore, when we wander from him, be fure to reduce
us again by repentance, and bring us back. He wi/l
keep the feet of bis faints. He keeps his people from
the evil of {in, as it refpeéts the love, guilt, and power
of it. And he preferves his people from all evil, not
by preferving them fo as they do not experience what
evil is, but by fo working for them, in and by it, that
all things work together for their good; and though
they are not always vilorious, but are fometimes
foiled by fin and Satan, yet they have a complete
vi€tory in Chrift their head : and when they refift fin,
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felf, and “Satan, in his name and firength, they alfo
conquer; yea, the fcelings and conflits they have of
and with fin, make them to hate it the more perfeéily,
and groan for perfett deliverance from it. For though
the child of God is not freed from the inbeing of fin,
yet he hates it, and loathes himfelf on the account of
it. Every real evil that he is preferved from, is owing
to the Lord alone.

I pafs on to the fecond thing pointed out under this
head, which is the Lord’s concern to water the fouls
of his people. 1, the Lord, do keep it ; I will water it
every moment. The care of God towards his vineyard,
the church, appears moft divinely in his keeping it, and
watering it. And the clouds wherewith he refrefhes
his people are the minifters of the everlafting gofpel ;
who as clouds are in the vifible heavens, fo are they
in the vifible churches of Chrift: as the clouds are
for watering the earth, that it may bring forth fruit, fo
the minifters of the gofpel, as filled with the gifts and
graces, with the word and do€rine of Chrift Jefus,
refreth the Lord’s people with thowers of divine blef-
fing. The Spirit of Chrift accompanying his word
and ordinances, the fouls of his people are quickened
and ftrengthened. 7 will be (faith the Lord) as zhe
dew unto Ifrael. In a{overeign, gradual, free, and won-
derful manner, the Lord quickens, refrefhes, exhila-
rates, and comforts his people. As the glorious per-
fettions of God’s nature fhall fail before the church
of Chrift be forfaken and left to the power and rage of
her enemies, {o fhe is alfo aflured of conftant {fupplies
and nourifhment from the Lord himfelf, and that with-
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out fail, even for the leaft moment. 7, the Lord, do
keep ity and will water it every moment : left any burt it,
I will keep it night and day. He will water her with his
heavenly doétrine to preferve her verdure, and increafe
her fpiritual growth, and promifeth to be her guar-
dian night and day ; in the darknefs of adverfity, and
in the day of profperity : {o that Satan fhall not out-
wit, nor the craft and fubtilty of heretics and de-
ceivers walte and infnare her, I wall water it every
moment.  Chrilt is a_fountain of gardens, a well of living
waters and flreams from Lebanon. He it is who waters,
refrefhes, and makes glad the city of our God, his
chofen and beloved ones. As rain refrefhes the earth,
waters the hills, and defcends to the refrefhment of
both man and beaft, fo Chrilt’s gracious prefence,
the facred influences, the blefled fhowers of heavenly
communications from him to his pecple, caufe their
fouls to revive, their hearts to rejoice, and their graces
to be excited and drawn forth towards him whom their
fouls love. The river of God’s love ran, as it were,
under ground from eternity, and broke forth in the
heart of Chrift when he hung upon the crofs; and
when it once breaks forth towards, and upon any of
us in converfion, it never ceafes to be flowing forth
in the communication of {fome bleffing or other to the
believing foul. Our Chrift is the fountain of living
waters : he is full of grace, and he is continually
watering his church and people, and beftowing upon
them rcal good. [ will water 2. 'That Chrift waters
his church none will deny ; that it is an infinite blef-
fing, his people will confefs and acknowledge ; that
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it is all of grace, no faint will obje&t unto: but that
this fhould be every moment, here, ten thoufand to
one, but unbelief will ftart and raife obje&ions. I
will therefore perfonate the believer, and fuppofe
him arguing againft the truth of the promife as it re-
fpeéts his own experience of it, thus: Surely, though
1 believe the word of God is immutably true, and
that God cannot deny himf(elf, yet, fure I am, that this
Is not true concerning me: I am not watered by the
Lord every moment; I have not his refrefhing and
comforting prefence. Give me leave here to afk,
Is God no further gracious to thy foul, O believer!
than thou canft fee, feel, and difcover? Depend upon
it, whoever thou art, who doft believe on Chrift by
the power of the Holy Ghoft, thou haft experienced,
art interefted in, and doft partake of more grace than
thou doft conceive,

This promile of the Lord, I will water it every
moment, refpetts all and each of the children of the
Moft High; and it is continually fulfilled. Confider,
believer; who continues {piritual life in thee? Who
quickens thee in prayer, and draws out thy foul in
defires after God? Is it not the Holy Spirit? What
1s this but the real fulfilment of this promife ? Thou
wilt have no objeftion aguinft this; but how this
fhould be the cafe every moment, is the greateft
wonder. And yet, believer, if Chrift did not water
thy foul every moment, though it is altogether imper-
ceptible by thee, thou wouldft die: for inherent grace
could not fupport itfelf. 'This plant would wither
and fail without the conftant care of Chrift, and
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did he not renew thy foul, and water thee afrefh every
moment. To this, it may be, thou wilt yet objett:
furely it is not fo, it cannot be; for the truth is, I
have been in finful frames, I have even falien under
finful influences; how can I think God has been
watering my foul every moment, when thus it has
been with me? To this I anfwer, that believers
would be in a miferable ftate, if in the worft of
frames, if at any time, even when they fin, and have
finned moft, they were not fecretly renewed by the
Holy Spirit; for then this would follow upon it, that
we thould fall back inflantly into unregeneracy ; but
in the worft days we do not.  He upholds by renew-
ing fomething of his grace and gracious confliéls in
us againft fin: and though we feel not thefe renewings,
yet we are thus daily, yea momently, renewed : which
caufed that holy man, Mr. Dodd, once to fay in
the hearing of that man of renown Dr. Thomas Good-
win, ¢ I believe that I am thus renewed every day,
¢ though I difcern it not.” - So it is alfo, as it refpetls
the Lord’s watering the fouls of his people every mo-
ment. This is certainly the cale, though they do not
every moment perceive it. Blefled be God for it,
his going forth in the church is prepared as the morn.
ing. His appearance for her and in her, is as certain
as the morning light at the appointed hour. All the
clouds which threaten a perpetual night cannot hinder
1t ; all the workers of darknefs cannot prevent it: the
morning will dawn, whethér they will or not; Chnift
will not fail his people, nor forfake them for one
fingle moment :
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Which lezds me, thirdly, to obferve the conftancy
of his care, Leoff any burt ity I will keep it night and day.
'The i.ord is the keeper of all his {piritual Ifrael: his
power upholds, his arm defends, and from the ocean
of his grace he waters them every moment. Lef any
burt them, he will keep them night and day, By which
we may underftand not only the night and day of tem-
poral adverfity and prolperity, in both of which we
need the Lord’s care; but by it alfo we are chiefly to
underftand foul trials and troubles. There are times
when God’s beloved ones have a long dark night of
temptation, defertion, and perfecution : at which time
the Lord keeps them, and is really with them in a way
of grace though they perceive it not. Temptations
are for the exercife of faith; and the Lord faith, I
will be with thee in the hour of temptation. Dcfertion
is a mournful feafon; but it often prepares the foul
for enlarged communion with the Lord.  Perfecution
is a crofs to the outward man, but God will keep his
people, and caufe them to glorify him in it, and under
it.  He that keepeth Ifvael fhall neither flumber nor fleep.
The Lord is thy keeper, in the night of darknefs and
{piritual diftrefs, the Lord s thy fbade upon thy right
hand. As the cloud of glory, in which Jemovan
was, covered the Ifraelites in the wildernefs, and
{creened them from the {corching rays of the {un, fo
doth the Lord, by his fpiritual prefence, fave his
people from being fmitten, {o as to be {piritually
wounded with the fun of perfecution. The fun fball
not _fimite thee by day, nor the maon by might. The Lord
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Shall prefevve thee from all evil ; be foall preferve thy
Joul s tbe Lovd feall preferve 1hy going out and thy coming
iy from this tiwe forth and even for evermore, He alfo
keeps thee in the day of {piritual profperity. Lej? ainy
burt ity I will keep it night and day.  May the Lord
kelp us to mix faith with the promife.  Amen,



