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RECOMMENDATORY
PREFACE.

et PN GRannree—

'THE Christian World, for some years

past, hath been in possession of many
valuable writings of the REvEREND Sa-
MueL EvrLes Pierck. And very sure I
am, that the Lorp the SeiriT hatb, in
many instances, blessed them to his
Church and People.

The present publication on the Pen-
tateuch, by the same Author, carries with
it testimonies of being written under the
same divine téaching. And these proofs,
which every Reader taught of Gop will

discover, supersede, and render useless



v PREFACE.

every other recommendation. I venture
to assume full confidence, that Gop THE
HoLy GrosT will bless this little volume,
wheresoever IHe shall be pleased to send
it, and cause HIS Imprimatur of it to be
written in the heart of His people,

ROBEKRT HAWKER.
Plymouth,
Charles Vicorage,
Aug. 10, 1515,
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SERMON 1

6N THE FIRST REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST, WITH
THE SULEMN EXHIBITION OF HIM AS THE PROPI-
TIATION; AND THE RECORD OF THE ACTS AND
TRANSACTIONS OF THE ETERNAL THREE IN THE
CHERUBIC EMBLEMS, PLACED AT THE EAST OF THF
GARDEN OF EDEN. |

D ——n et s

GeNEsis, . 1l v. 24

““ So he drove out the man : and he placed at the
east end of the garden of Eden, cherubims, and
a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep
the way of the tree of life.”

N this most invaluable book, which is stiled the

M. Bmie, that is, the Book or Books, on account

of the transcendent excellency thereof, it hath

pleased the Lord God to make a revelation of his

essence, personalities, and perfections: and the

first chapter of Moses’s writings give us a elear
B



2  On the first Revelation of Jesus Christ.

proof of the Eternal Three, and of their joint con-
cern and concurrence in the creation of all things,
visible and invisible,

Jehovah, whose essence is incomprehensible,
self-existent, immutable, and etérnal, was pleased,
in all his persons and perfections, to go forth into
creation acts, and make known his eternal power
and godhead in commanding heaven and earth, with
all their hosts, out of nothing, into being.—* He
spake, and it was done:” “he commanded, and
they stood fast.”

“In the beginning God created the heaven and
earth. And the earth was without form, and void,
and darkness was upon the face of the deep: and
the spirit of God moved upon the face of the wa-
ters. And God said, let there be light: and there
was light.”

In these words we have the epitome of heaven
and earth ; with an account of their creation.

The essential Three, who exist by a necessity of
nature in the self-existing essence, who are co-
equally, co-essentially, and co-eternally one in the
incomprehensible Godhead, the ever blessed Jeho-
vah; whose life of independent blessedness consists
in their mutual in-being, in-dwelling, communion,
and enjoyment of each other in a participation of
all the perfections of Godhead ; to which nothing
can beadded, and from which nothing can be de-
tracted ; were pleased, for the manifestation of the
glory of all the divine perfections of their one infi-
nite nature, to create an innumerable quantity of
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atoms, and out of them to produce and form all
things visible and invisible :—the heavens, with all
their hosts ; the earth, with all that is therein ; an-
gels, and the souls of men; and this was performed
in thespace of six days! All which we understand
by the revealed account which Moses gives us, by
the inspiration of the Spirit of God, in the first and
second chapters of Genesis. Thus,  through
faith we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, se that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear.” Heb.
xi. v.3.

The word Gop is plural, say the learned; and
yet it is joined with a word singular. HE created ;
because God isone in essence, though there are dis-
tinct modes of existence in that infinite essence;
for, ¢ there are three that bear record in Heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghest: and
these three are one.” 1st Epistle of John, chap. v.
verse 7. 'The psalmist declares the concern the
eternal Three had in the creation of all things;
saying, ““ By the word of the Lord were the Hea-
vens made : and all the hosts of them by the breath
of his mouth.” Psalm xxxiii. v. 6. The prophet
proves the eternity of God, by his being before the
world and time. ¢ Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth
and the world : even from everlasting to everlasting
thou art God.” Psalm xc. v. 2.

The essential Three in the one Jehovah, the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, spake, and all
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things visible and invisible were produced: and the
eternal Spirit gaye motion toall; and thus Time be-
gan. The earth, thus created, lay covered over
with water; and there was darkness between the
face of the great deep, and the clouds ar cataracts
of Heaven: and the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters. As time began its reund from
the moment this motion was given, it is a full proof
of the eternity of the Holy Spirit. He it was who
gave motjon to the Heayens, and thus set the uni-
verse agoing; sp that from thence time went on,
and the works of God were brought into order and
perfection.

Thys the sixth day of the creation being come,
the eternal Three, as a frujt of their divine consul-
tation, made man, whose body was formed out of
the dust of the ground; whose soul was breathed
in at his nostrils by Jehovah the Spirit; as Elihu
in the book of Job says, * The Spirit of God hath
made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath
given me life.” Job xxxiii. v. 4. Thus the first
man became a living soul ; who was, as the head
of all his posterity, to convey his life, form, and
image unto them.

Al] the'Trinity had a joint concernin the creation
and formation of man: which fully appears from
the words recorded in the twenty-sixth verse of the
first chapter ofthis book ; in which we read, * And
God said, let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
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the eattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

Here is one in the Godhead, speaking to others in
the same infinite nature, in the language of Us, and
that by way of consultation: so that it may be most
safely proneunced to be the voice of God the Fa-
ther, to the Son and blessed Spirit, who were the
creators of man. When the work of God was per-
fected in his creation, then He wears the great and
glorious name of Jemovam AvkmiM, the Lorp
Gop. And man, being created in the image of
God, in righteousness and true holiness, exalted as
the head and representative of all his offspring,
and a partner being provided for him, formed out
of one of his ribs; a covenant took place between
God and Adam, which had for its conditions a per-
fect conformity of heart and life to the moral law,
which was a transcript of Jehovah’s will; on the
ohservance of which Adam was to continue in the
state of perfection in which he now was; but if he
broke the holy law, the commandment thus deliver-
ed to him, he and all his descendants were to die
the death due to sin.

When God surveyed his works on the sixth day
of the creation, he pronounced them all to be very
good. The Tree of Life in the midst of the garden
of Eden was a symbol of immortality. The Tree
of Knowledge of good and evil was to be the test
of maw’s obedience. Man was placed by the
Lord Gad in this paradisaical state, to dress and
keep the garden. How long he continued in his
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purity may be thought a curious question. Iam
inclined to think that some time must have passed
in this his pure creation state. I conclude he must
have spent his first Sabbath, which immediately suc-
ceeded his creation, in viewing and contemplating
the persons and perfections of Jehovah, as display-
ed in creation and providence; in praising the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the manifes-
tation of their goodness; and also for their eternal
power and Godhead manifested in the visible crea-
tion. Whilst he remained in his state of creature
perfection, the creatures were brought before him
and presented to him, and he gave them names
suited to their natures, which must have required
time, He was also informed by revelation, of the
creation of his bride out of one of his bones or ribs,
which was taken out of him when he was in a deep
sleep, which the Lord God caused to fall on him;
for he could not know what then took place without
it had been revealed unto him. He might also (as
he, though created out of the garden, was put into
it to dress and keep it) beled to understand the per-
petual circulation and motion of the heavens, with
the agents in nature, fire, light, and air; and their in-
fluence in and throughout every part of the visible
system, by some particular means appointed for that
purpose : and looking, and seeing the effects of the
agents in nature, the outward and material Trinity,
he might be led to contemplate the eternal Trinity,
in their outward operations towards him and the

whole creation.
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" He was, though unknown to himself, a type of
Christ, God-Man: and his wife a figure of the
church, the bride, the Lamb’s wife. So that I am
disposed to think and consider Adam as spending a
Sabbath in the Garden of Eden, in contemplating
the nature, personalities, and perfections of Jeho-
vah, and his love to him in giving him being and
well-being, and in providing and bestowing a help
meet on him; and as the God-man, the great and
eternal head of his body the Church, rejoiced be-
fore all time in the views and contemplations of his
social glory, the church of the elect of human race,
given by the Father unto him to be his bride and
spouse ; so Adam, his outward and visible type, re-
joiced in the woman, created on purpose for, and
given to him, and who was united and married to
him by the Lord God: all which was of special
grace and free favour.

Whilst our first parents were in this state of crea-
ture purity and blessedness, I conceive that the
ever-blessed Three might give an intimation to those
bright intellectual beings, the angels, concerning
their delight in man ; and that it was conceived in
the divine mind, and willed and decreed by an eter-
nal purpose, to exalt human nature into personal
union with the second person in the incomprehensi-
ble essence, and exalt him as God-Man, as the head
of the whole election of Grace; which revelation of
Jehovah’s will, not being agreeable to the angels
who stood merely on their own creation footing,
they immediately apostatized from God, and, under
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the influence of a chief, fell from God :—“ They
kept not their first estate, but left their own habita-
tion.” Jude v. 6. In consequence of which, they
were cast out of Heaven; became devils, that is,
adversaries, enemies to God and man; and are
“ reserved in everlasting chains under darkness,
unto the judgmerit of the great day.” Jude v. 6.

My reason for placing their fallas I have, is this:
it is clear there was no sin, and consequently no
sinner, when the Lord God surveyed the work of
creation, it being expressly said, “and God saw
every thing that he had made, and behold, it was
very good.” And the reason why I suggest what
was the originality of their sin, and what their re-
bellion aginst the Lord consisted in : this I ground
on Christ’s own words, in the eighth chapter of
John’s (zospel, where he charges the Jews, who
stumbled at what he declared, concerning his being
the Bon of God, co-equal and co-essential with the
Father, in the essence existing; though also true
and very man, with being guilty of the devil’s sin ;
he says to them, “ye are of your father the devil,
and the lust of your father ye will do: he wasa
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because thereis no truthin him. When he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh it of his own: for he is
a liar, and the father of it. And because I tell you
the truth ye believe me not.” John viii. v. 44, 45,

The devil and his angels being thus fallen, they
set on min and drew him into sin.

That man of renown, Archbishop Usuer, thought
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that Adam fell on the Friday preceding the second
Sabbath after his creation ; and that it was on the
very day on which he fefl, that the Lord God, in
succeeding ages, appointed the anniversary day of
atonement among the Jews; this however gives us
a blessed prospect of the perfect removal of all the
guilt of original and actual transgression from the
elect of God, by the substitution of the person and
sacrifice of Christin the law-place, room, and stead,
of his people.

Whilst we dare not insist particularly on these
things, yet we have the most clear and certain
evidence of this; that man, being in honour, abode
not. The devil, who was the first sinner, and the
arch-head of the apostacy from God, entered into
a serpent, and beset the woman, who fell by
hearkening to his suggestions, and then became the
means of Adam’s eating the forbidden fruit; and
thus he became a sinner. The effect of which
Paovr tellsus was this; By one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin ; and so death pass-
ed upon all men, for that (or, in whom) all have
sianed.”” Rom. v. ver. 12, Thus the first man fell
from God, lost his original purity, holiness, righte-
ousness, and creature-perfection, was expelled
from that state of creature-blessednessin which the
Lord God had placed him, and became a sinner,
inwardly polluted and depraved in every faculty of
his soul, and in every member of his body; and ell
of us are the living witnesses of it.

My design, from the words which I have read for

c
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my text, is to set before you the following particu-
lars.

First, the Revelation made of Jesus Christ im-
mediately upon the fall.

Secondly, the solemn exhibition of him, as the
propitiation for sin.

Thirdly, the record of the acts and transactions
of the eternal Three, in the cherubic emblems
placed at the east of the Garden of Eden. And,

Lastly, the foundation laid in all this for faith and
hope in God. It being hereby evidenced that
where “ Sin abounded, Grace did much more
abound.”

“ So he drove out the man: and he placed at the
east of the Garden of Eden, cherubims, and a fla-
ming sword which turned every way, to keep the
way of the Tree of Life.”

A learned man thus renders the words, and then
gives the following comment on them :—“ And he
expelled the man,and inhabited from the East, at the
Garden of Eden, the very cherubim, andthe very
flame, the edge of the sword turning itself (chang-
ing its threatening posture from mankind in gene-
ral upon the single sacrifice) to keep (‘preserve)
the Tree of Lives. The Deity there took up his
dwelling, by the mediation of his emblems the
cherubim, which were not intended to terrify or
render Adamdesperate; but to afford him continual
consolation, and a prospect of supreme mercy.—
The flame, or wrath, was to fall on the substitute ;
the sword was to pierce him for our offences; and
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thus a new and living way was to be displayed for
reconciliation, looking to the east where our hemi-
sphere first shares the morning irradiation, the lively
image of the Sun of rightcousness.”

My first particular head of this discourse, is to
set before you the first revelation of Jesus Christ,
made immediately upon the fall. It is contained in
these words, as we most commonly read them,
“ The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s
head,”” or, more precisely, “He (. e. the seed of
the woman ) shall bruise thy head ;” that is, the ser-
pent and the devil, the principal agent in seducing
the woman, and the man, by her means, into sin.
Both instrument and agent are cursed, in conse-
quence of what had been done: “ And the Lord
God said unto the serpent, because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above
every beast of the field: upon thy belly shalt thou
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life.
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and betwen thy seed and her seed : it (or he) shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”—
Genests, chap iii. v. 14, 15,

Here you have the curse pronousnced on the devil
and the serpent. Satan was the instrumental cause
of introducing sin among the angels who revolted
with him : he and they were imimediately cast down
to hell, and damned with an eternal damnation:
and here, on his overcoming man, his damnation is
doubled and sealed. He sinned out of pride and
malice against God; Adam and Eve out of weak-
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ness and ignorance. “ I, saith the Lord God, wil}
put enmity between thee and the woman, and be-
tween thy seed and her seed: it, or he, shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise bis heel.” Thusthe
Lord Ged cenfounds him, when he was thinking he
had the greatest cause for triumphing. These words
are spoken threatening-wise to the devil in the ser-
pent, and contain the infinite hatred and displeasure
of God agamst sin, and against the devil for draw-
ing mankind inte it; and pronounce an eternal
curse upon the old serpent, called the devil, for it.
"Fhey proclainr eternal war between the seed of the
serpent and the seed of the woman; between the
elect church of human race, and the non-elect,
the childrea of the devil. An illustrious one is
spoken of, who should finally prevail and triumph
over Satan and all his prineipalities and powers, and
destroy his works. The church in him should pre-
vail also: It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.”” Which, as pronounced in the neuter
gender, may be expressive of the human nature of
Christ, which was not a person, but a thing : it had
no subsistence of itself; but was assumed into per-
sonal union with the only begoiten Son of God.
Also it may express, that this was to be the seed of
the weman in a mysterious and ineffable manuer ;
and likewise, that the church of Christ, the seed of
the woman, should in her head, Christ Jesus, and
through him her conquerer, be an overcomer also of
the devil, and in due season set her triumphant
feet upon Ius bead. As these words are read by



On the first Revelation of Jesus Christ. 13

some,  Hg shall bruise thy head, and theu shalt
bruise his heel,” they express the mienTY ONE, on
whom Jehovah the Father had Laip nis HELP ; who,
as the second Adam, was in buman nature to be a
match for all the powers of hell; and “ through
death to conquer death, and him that had the
power of death; thatis, the devil.” Heb. ii. v. 14.

In these words then, we have the first revelation
of Jesus Christ. On this revelation the whole
Scriptures are founded ; and the ordinances of God's
worship are in perfect agreement with it. This
revelation gives a full intimation, that one in the
Godhead would become incarnate, and tread upon
the head of the serpent, and the devil who entered
into him, and overcome all his wiles and cunning,
and finally vanquish him; and that he would ac-
complish this glorious vietory by suffering and
death, which was expressed in the words; “He
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel,” that is, hizs haman nature, which was ex-
paged ta the assaults of Satan, to temptations, sor-
rows, sufferings, and death. We have here all that
1s contained in the inspired volume for the substance
of it. Here is Grace, Christ, the promise of Christ,
and salvation in him and by him. If we con-
sider the time when the promise was first made, to
whom it was first spoken, and the ground and
foundation laid in it fer faith in the Lord God, we
shall find grace most gloriously and divinely display-
el. It was for time and circumstance the most sin-
gular; when all mankind were ruined and fallen
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from God, in their nature head. They could not be
more completely apostatized from the Lord the
fountain of all good; for Satan had poisoned their
whole nature, soul and body, by breathing his hell-
ish breath on the root from whence they were to
originate, so that they were dead in trespasses and
sins; and the awful proofs given of it in their tem-
pers, lives, and walk, in their unregenerate state,
are but the fatal effects thereof. Never had free
grace an opportunity of shining forth like unto
it: and the glory of it now shone bright in the
view of elect angels, who, as they had cause to
celebrate it, when it was made known to them that
their election of God was their preservation from
sin, when their fellow angels, who were not elected,
fell; so they now saw in part the wisdom of God
in a mystery, in his appointment of the God-man
to be the head of them, and of the elect of man-
kind, who were to be redeemed by him out of the
hands of all their enemies. It was an eternal tri-
umph, and pronounced as such by the Lord God
over Satan and all his principalities and powers, over
sin, death, and damnation; so that the devil was
never more confounded, except when the Almighty
Jesus triumphed over him and his legions on the
cross, saying, “Ir 1s Finisuep.” 'That it should be
first spoken to the devil to confound him, and in
the hearing of fallen man to comfort him, was
grace most magnificently displayed. Itshewed that
Satan could be no match for the woman’s seed ; and
that he should neither prevail against him, nor any
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of his seed to their final destruction; and these
words, « He shall bruise thy head,” laid a founda-
tion for Adam and his wife to believe in God, that
it should be according as he had spoken.

As the Tree of Knowledge, the fruit of which
Adam and his wife had eaten, was a sign of curse
and death if man transgressed God’s law, Jehovah
saying, in the day thou eatest of it thou shalt die,
or dying thou shalt die; so, 'tis probable, God, in the
ceremonial law, pronounceth such as die or hang
on a tree accursed, that is, as having a sign of a
curse upon them : and our Lord Jesus was nailed
to thetree, and  delivered us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us.”

Thus, in this revelation of Christ, the whole Gos-
pel was contained. His person, one in the essence
existing, himself the self-existent Saviour, who was
to become incarnate that he might destroy the works
of thedevil. He was to live for his people: this
was intimated in his bruising Satan; for he could
not suffer, had he not lived in our nature. He was
to bruise the serpent’s head, which proclaimed his
almighty power to conquer sin; seeing he was to
bruise and overcome him who was the father of
it, in whoem it first began, even him who had
brought up the cursed method of sinning against
God. If the Son of God at this time appeared in
human form, as a pledge and proof that his de-
lights were with the sons of men, as some learned
divines conceive, it must have struck Satan through
and through with endless sorrow and confusion,
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and have been a vast encouragement to the faith of
the fallen pair; and as the second person in the
essence spoke, and said, “Let there be light, and
there was light,” and as, according to the covenant
settlements of the three in Jehovah, the Father
Judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment
to the Son, I conclude it very safe and truly scriptu-
ral to say, that the God-man, as such, appeared to
Adam immediately after the fall, and spoke out, in
the name of all the persons in God, this sentence on
Satan, and gave forth this revelation concerning
his future incarnation, passion, salvation, and con-
quests. I shall now add a few observations from
Dr. Lightfoot ; he says, “ It was about high noon
when Adam and his wife fell. In their lost and sin-
ful state they lay till towards the cool of the day, or
three o'clock in the afternoon. Then they heard
the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden ;
who, having summoned them before him, interroga-
ted them, and heard their shameful excuse, imme-
diately pronounces an eternal curse on the serpent
and on Satan, who had by means of it been the de-
stroyer of mankind, promises Christ as the Re-
deemer of the elect, and then curses the earth, that
they might not set their affections on, or seek their
happiness in things below: he doometh them to la-
bour, misery, and mortality, that they might look for
restin Heaven.—Adam’s story is all wonder! Dust,
so raised and animated with a living soul, so soon
lost and sosoon renewed! He knew what was cone
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tained in the revelation of Christ, and received it as
God’s promise, that thus it would be. He proves, and
gives evidence of his faith, by calling his wife’s name
Eve, because she was the mother of all living. He
had, before her fall, named heraccording to her sex
woman, chap ii. v. 23. Now he gives her another
name of distinction ; then, she was called woman
because she was taken out of man; now, FEve, be-
cause all living were to come out of her. Adam
shewed wisdom in naming the beasts: here he
shews that and more, viz. faith and sense of his bet-
ter estate. She was rather the mother of death,
having done that which brought death into the
world; but he, sensible of a better life to come in
by her, call her Eve, i.e.life, as the word sig-
nifies. Lay this to that in Jokn, chap i, v. 4. “In
him was life, speakingof Christ, and the life was
the light of men.” Eve was the mother of all liv-
ing; viz. of Christ, and all that live by him.

I proceed to consider, secondly, the solemn exhi-
bition of him as the propitiation for sin.

T'o keep this most important revelation and pro-
mise of Christ in continual remembrance, required
a representative priest and sacrifice, whereby the
revelation and promise might be realized to the view
and senses of believers in Jesus, in outward signs
and memorials thereof. To inform Adam and all
succeeding believers how the promise concerning
Christ’s victory over Satan, and of salvation, should
be accomplished, the sacrifice and death of Im-
manuel were shewn forth and recorded in Paradise

D
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by the death of an animal, chosen out and command+
ed by the Lord to be offered in sacrifice to him:
and the first death that ever took place in our world
was a memovial, figure, and type, of the death of
Christ. Inreference to it, Christ bears the title of
« the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world.” Rev. xiil. v. 8. A Lamb was appointed
by the Lord to be a symhol of Christ. It was sub-
stituted in the room of sinners. It wasto have sin
laid on it ; then it was to be consumed by fire. In
which the substitution of Christ’s person in the room
and stead of his people, the imputation of their
sins to him, and his bearing them in his own body
on the tree, and the acceptation of his offering by
fire from heaven falling on the outward figure ofit,
were testified ; and the removal and abolishing of
all their sins out of the sight of God, by consu-
ming and reducing the oblation to ashes by fire :
hence it was stiled a burnt offering, because it was
wholly consumed. Now this began immediately
upon the fall ; was instituted by the Lord God ; and
was performed by Adam; who knew, by the light
and teaching of the Holy Ghost, its end and design.
He was a partaker of the benefit of it from what we
read at the 21st verse of this chapter : “Unto Adam
also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats
of skins, and clothed them.” The skins must have
been those of the sacrificial animals, which had been
offered up at God’s command, as memorials of
Christ, the Lamb of God: and though they are
not mentioned, yet it follows from the title given



