178

the psalm or hymns which are mentioned in the gospel,
which were sung during the celebration.”

The subject of it is, that it is good to praise Jehoval {or
his works of creation and grace. To view his judgments on
the wicked, and his goodness to his saints.

V.1. A Psalm Song for the Sabbath day.—1It is a good
thing to give thanks into the Lord, and to sing praises unto
thy name, O most High.

As every ordinance of the Lord contains a sabieet in it-
sell’ worthy of the divine Majesty, so did the Lord’s sabbath,
and so does the Lord’s day. To comtemiplate the works of
creation, the display of God’s eterial power and godhead
manifested in the same, wag a siabject for worship, adora-
tion, and praise. It was a sﬁbject most exactly suited to
that sacred day of rest. A Psalm Song was divinely pre-
pared for the same. To contemplate the creation, the no-
thinguess of the creature, the vast ends and designs of Je-
hovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, in the God-man Christ,
Jesus, who is the foundation, centre, and corner-stone of
all things visible and invisible, is a glorious part and act of
divine worship. The church of the New Testament are re-
presented as worsl)ip]ili'n thie holy, holy, hely, Lord God
Almighty, that livell fgor ¥ver and ever, and casting their
crowhs before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory and Konour and power : for thou hast created
all things, and jor thy pleasure they are and were created,
Rev. iv. 11. Yet on our Lord’s day, which is the memorial
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave and
power of death, we commemorate and give t%mnks for

lessings which exceed and surpass all contained in the
whole crealion of God. Ainsworth says, the Chaldee para-
phraseth the title of this Psalin thus, 4n hymn, a song for the
sabbath, a song whick the first man said for the sabbath.
To have fellowship with the Hoiy Tridity in the blessings
of grace cxceeds the siveets, comnforts, and eiijoyments of all
contaised in the whole creation of God.

V. 2. To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and
thy fuithfulness eveliz/ night. ‘

Jehovah is the Most High. As he hath revealed himself
fully in the person of Christ, as the Lord our God, it is
good to dwell in meditations ou the love of the Three in
3ehovah 10 the clect in Christ, and on the covenant acts of
the eternal Three; on the person of Christ; on his incar-
nation; on his life, sacrifice, death, burial, resurrection,
ascension, and glorification ; and on his powerful interces-
ston,on the behalf of his chureh in heaven. These are most
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delightful acts of worship for saints to be engaged in on the
Lord’s day. To begin the morning, and close the evening
with such deep, glorious, and interesting subjects, is good
to the spifitual mind.  Believers in Christ can say, as truly
as ever Old Testament saints did, It is a good thing to give
thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thyname, O
most High, To shew forth th lovingkindness in the morning,
and thy faithfulness every night. The instrument to be used
in this worship, and for this song, is mentioned.

V. 3. Upon an instrtiment of ten strings, and upon,the psal-
tery; upon the harp with a solemn sound. Or, upon the
sblemn sound with the harp. Or, upon Higgaion with the
harp.

'IF‘)he word Higgaion signifies meditation, which is a very
imﬁortant act ot worship, more than is generally conceived.
When we enter by meditation into spiritual subjects, we
are best prepared to express before the Lord vur real appre-
hensions ang views of the same, let our acknowledgments
be either prayer or praise. WHhy these instruments of
music, which were designed to lift up the mind in the utmost
praise and thankfulness of heart to the Lord, were used, is
next suggested.

V.4. For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy
work : I will triumph in the works of thy hands.

The works of God in creation, all of them are perfect.
Survey the whole creation in its form and order, in its use
and end, in its design and harmony, it is all very good.
Could we view and survey every creature in its nature, form,
figure, and size; could we understand every tree, plant,
and vegetable ; and comprehend the birds in the air, the
fishes of the sea, and every part of God’s ways and works
which come under our notice, we should have réason to say,
as the prophet here expresses himself, and say indivi-
dually, Igor thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy work :
I will triumph in the works of thy hands. And so much more
reason have we for this when we have true, spiritual, and
gospel apprehensions of the person and finished work,
victories, and triumphs of our most precious Immanuel.
This is the proper work of the renewed and sanctified mind
on the Lord’s day.

V.5. O Lord, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts
are very deep. . .

The greatness of God’s majesty shines forth in all his
works. There is such wisdom evidenced in them, as we
cannot comprehend. His thoughts are beyond our utter-
most conception : we cannot find out the works of God

Ng
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from the beginning to the end of them: his manifold wis-
dom is most gloriously expressed in the person of Christ:
in the constitution and eppointment of him to be God and
man in one person : in him, and salvation by him, the bid-
den wisdom of God is unfolded: in his mediatorial work
and office, in his mediatorial salvation and grace, we may
well be swallowed up and lost. The thoughts, the pur-
poses, the vast designs of the Holy Trinity, n their acts of
grace towards us, and their eternal purpose in Christ Jesus
concerning us, are very deep. We, on a true apprehension
of the same, way well cry out, O! the depth!

V. 6. A4 brutish man knoweth not ; neither doth a fool un-
derstand this.

The prophet here enters on a new subject. From creation
he turns to the subject of God’s holy providence; which is
nothing more nor less than the execution of his righteous
pleasure towards all his creatures, rational and irrational,
sinners and saints; which hath a wonderful mystery con-
tained in it; such as none can have any tolerable concep-
tion of, except they are taught of God. 4 brutish man
knoweth not; neither doth a f%ol understand this, which is
about to be related, concerning Jehovah’s judgments on the
wicked; for it is this which is the subject, and which he in-
troduceth in the next words:

V. 7. When the wicked [or, ungodly] spring as the grass, and
when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it is that they shall
be destroyed for ever.

There are seasons when the wicked spring as the grass.
They flourish: every thing seems to be on their side:
wealth, health, and all worldly goods, seem to abound with
and towards them. Yet it very often is a solemn presage
of their sudden downfal and destruction. But such as know
not God, and his righteous judgments in a providential
way, do not apprehend this. A bratish man knoweth not ;
neither doth a fool ; one void of spiritual understanding know-
eth not this, that when the wicked spring as the grass,
and when all the workers of iniquity do flounsh, it is a inost
certain presage of their downfal. It is that they shall be
destroyed for ever. Now this is proper matter of medita-
tion for spiritval minds; yea, for the sabbath, and Lord’s
day, as it leads to consider Christ will be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven-
geance on them that know not God, and that obey mot the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be_punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power ; when he shall come to be glorified in
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his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe,
2 Thess. i. 7—10.

V. 8. But thou, Lord, art most kigh for evermore.

Yes, he is above and beyond all creatures: he governs
them, so as to accomplish in them all his own eternal pur-
poses and designs: he is Jehovah, the self-existing, the
all-sufficient God : he is the most High : he ruleth over all
worlds, beings, and things. Therefore he will render re-
compense to his enemies : his saints shall see it, and rejoice
in him,

V. 9. For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine enemies
shall perish, all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.

This is rendered by some thus: they shall be scattered

Jrom the congregation of the just in the world to come. This

will be most assuredly the case. Even here on earth, it pleases
the Lord to make an evident distinction between saints and
sinners, Thus God’s wrath and displeasure on the brutish
man, on the foolish, on the ignorant, on the wicked, on the
workers of iniquity, on Christ’s enemies, on Christless sin-
ners, are expressed and declared; which will be as surely
executed as it is here recorded. It is a most awful subject.
The prophet therefore turns from it to what is far more
pleasing.

V. 10. But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an
unicora: I shall be anointed with fresh oil.

The korn in scripture is symbolical of strength. It is
expressive here of the kingdom of Christ ; of his church on
earth ; of the glory and strength of the same. But my horn
shalt thou exalt like the horh of a unicorn. The prophet,
as a personator of the church, expresseth in the confidence
of faith the conquest of all the enemies of Christ, and his
church. As the unicorn is considered to be strong, and not
to be conquered, so the church of Christ, having him for her
strength, shall be invincible. 1t was said of God’s people
of old, by Balaam, God brought them, (i. e. the Israelites,) He,
(i. e. God himself,) hath as it were the strength of an unicorn.
Numbers xxiii. 2. Thus the kingdom, the majesty, the
glory, the strength of Christ’s church, shall be continued.
Al] opposition shall fall before it. The enemies of Christ
shall be finally subdued : the church shall be afresh anointed.
I shall be anointed with fresh oil; or, ointment ; even with
that unction which teacheth all things.

V. 11. Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies,
and mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up
against me.

This is uttered as a prophecy. It does not savour of the
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flesh: it does not arise from corrupt nature. No, it is
wholly and altogether spiritnal ; from an holy zeal for the
glory” of Christ, and good of his church. So what was
foretold concerning the Lord’s judgments on the wicked,
on the workers of iniquity, on the e¢nemies of the Lord,
would, must, and will be fully and finally accomplished.
Let these spring up as the grass; let these increase as
they might; Jet these rage and roar; let these be in-
creased with ever so great a number; yet they shall be de-
stroyed for ever: they shell perish for ever. This deserves
to be noticed.  For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for lo, thine
enemics shall perish: all the workers of iniquity shall be scat-
tered. But my horn shall be exalted, [or, my horn shalt thou
exalt] like the horn of an unicorn: Ishall be anointed with
Jresh oil.  Mine cye also shall see my desire on mine enemies,
and mine ears shall hear the desire of the wicked that rise up
against me. Thus the church here speaks in certain views
of her being more than conqueror over all her enemies.

V.12, The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he
shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon,

The palm tree, or date tree, is of tall and upright stature,
the branches fair and green. The Israelites made booths
of it at their solemun feasts. See Levit. xxiil. 40. The fruit
was pleasant. 'This tree, when loaden and pressed with
Boughs and fruit, bent not. It was an ever-green: it al-
ways grew, and was prosperous. The brarches of it car-
ried in the hand, or worn in garlands, were memorials of
victory. The walls of the temple were beautified with these
trees, which were graven on them, 1 Kings vi. 33. These
were figurative of saints in Christ, and of their flourishing
state in him. In Ezekiel's visionary temple we read of
cherubiins and palin trees, so that a pa?m tree was between a
cherub and a cherub, and they were on the wall of the tem-
ple. Sce chap. xli. 18, 20. The righteous shall flourish like
the palu tree, whilst the prosperity of the wicked is ma-
mentary. As Christ in all things must have the pre-cmi»
nence; so I conceive here, Christ is to be considered in the
first place to be the rightcons One, who flourishes as the
palm tree. He is the Lord our righteousness : he is righte-
ous in himself; of himnself; and from himself alone. He
doth and shall for ever flourish like the palm tree. He bath
borne up under the weight of sin aud the curse, and he sunk
not: he is always in a flourishing state: he is an cternal
conqueror: his triumphs will last to eternity: his Church is
i him : she is righteous ih him: she is a conqueror in him:
she flourishes in him ; she is beautiful and glorious in him.
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The rightcous shall Slourish like the palm tree: he shall grow
Like a cedar in Lebanon. The cedar is a tree, wall, strong, and
durable. [t is so dry, the timber doth notrot. [t was made
great use of in building of the temple. Hence it is mentioned
here. And the righteous, it is said, shall grow like a cedar
in Lebanon. Christ may be considered as prefigured hereby,
for the majesty, glory, and excellency of his person. It seems
to me, this application of the verse 1s more correct than it
would be to apply it to the church, as the righteous is here
spoken of in the singular number; The righteous shall
Slourish like the palin tree: he shall grow like-a cedar in Le-
banon. What follows seems to be the fruit of all this.

V. 13. Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall
Sourish in the courts of our God.

Such as are favoured with the true knowledge of Christ,
and are in the house of the Lord, in the church, and amongst
the worshippers of the most high God, these, as watered with
the dews of divine grace, shall flourish in the courts of our
God. And this, because they are one with Christ the true
viue, and root of all grace. Their flourishing like the palm
tree, and their growth like a cedar in Lebanon, were figured
forth in the same sacred emblems as figured Christ ; he being
the root of the righteous which yieldeth fruit. Their perse-
verance in every good word and work to their lives end is
set before us in the following words:

V. 14, Theyshall still bring forth fruit in old age : they shall
be fat and flourishing.

Spiritual growth consists in increasing views and appre-
hensions of God’s love to us in Christ Jesus. It is hereby
we bring forth the fruits of faith and holiness. These
chiefly consist in real spiritual communion with the Lord;
in greatly delighting ourselves in him, and in our blessing
ourselves in the God of truth. Faith and its fruits should
not be confounded. Christ is the object of faith; so far as
fuith looks unto, and lives on Christ, so far its fruits increase.
These are so many spiritual ucts towards the Lord. And old
age does not make in the least against our living wholly,
and altogether out of ourselves, on the fulness of the Lord
Jesus Christ.  Whilst we live on him, we are holy in all
manner of conversation and godliness.

V.15. To shew that the Lord is upright : he is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in him.

The continuance in well-doing, with the perseverance of
the saints in faith and holiness, is the fruit of God’s faith-
tuloess to them, Itis to shew that the Lord is righteous, or
upright, or faithful to his word of promise. He cannot be
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otherwise.: he is that God which cannot lie. Heis, says the
prophet, my rock. I have found, 1 do, and I ever shall
find him so; and there is no unrighteousness in him. He
never broke his word: it is immutable. The Lord give us
to believe the truth of this. Amen.

PSALM THE NINETY-THIRD.

The subject of this Psalm, is the majesty, the power, and
holiness ot Messiah’s kingdom, both in his church, and as
exercised over all the enemies thereof. Heis Lord God
omnipotent. His saints will therefore have cause to rejoice
and triomph in him. I conceive it may well be considered
as very expressive of him, as seated on his mediatorial
throne, This, and the four following Psalms, are without
any titles:

- 1. The Lord reigneth, he is clothed with majesty ; the
Lord is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded him-
self: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

Jehovah Jesus having finished the work which the Father
gave himn to do, was exalted to his mediatorial throne. He
reigneth, as God-man, over all worlds, beings and things;
he reigneth in his church, and in the world; he reigneth
with majesty; he exerciseth his power for the good of his
people, and for the glory of his name ; he hath founded his
church on himself; he is the rock on which it is bailt. He
hath established the world, and setiled the course of nature,
so that it cannot be changed by any creature. He hath so
provided for his church, and so secured it, that all the com-
bined powers of earth and hell cannot finally prevail against
it ; he shines forth in his mediation, and in his mediatorial
grace, work, office, and reign, as Mediator, clothed with
majesty; as Mediator he is clothed with power; he hath
power both in heaven and earth; he is given to be head
over all things to his church, which is his body, the fulness
of him which filleth all in all; he hath girded himself for
his government; all things in heaven and earth are under
his control.

V. 2. Thy throne is established of old: thou art from
everlasting.

Christ ‘existed from everlasting; he was God-man Me-
diator, and head of his church and people, before all time ;
bis throne was, by the will, council, covenant and oath of
the cternal Three.  Thou urt from everlusting, God over all,
blessed for ever; the liead of the whole creation, King of
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kings, ,and Lord of lords; thy name is from everlasting,
and thou hast an everlasting name. Thus the eternity,
godhead, majesty, power, and holiness of the king Mediator,
are declared and expressed; which must exalt him in the
renewed mind, when the Holy Ghost is pleased 10 e ngle
believers to receive this account of their beloved Lord Jesus
Christ into their minds. Christ is king of saints: he is
king of nations; he is the king of earth and heaven, The
prophet saith of him, the Lord is the true God, ke is the
living God, and an everlasting king : at his wrath the earth
shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his
indignution. Jer. x. 10.

V. 8. The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have
lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.

This is expressive of the tumultuous rage and tyranny of
wicked and ungodly men against Christ; against his reign,
his throue, bis government, his church and people, in this
our world. Yet their malice is impotent, it cannot prevail ;
they must be overcome, think as they may, the Lord reigneth.
And all his enemies are under his feet, they are all before
him; he can most easily crush them: he will; he hath
before this time, spoiled principalities and powers, and made
a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it, or in him.
self. 'What can his present enemies therefore expect, but
to be finally crushed by his omnipotent arm? What there-
fore hath the church of Christ to fear? Nothing. It is
written, No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment, thou
shalt condemn. Thisisthe heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord. lsa. liv. 17.

V.4. The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many
waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.

This was fully proved, when the Egyptians followed the
Israelites, and went in after them to the midst of the sea.
Yet what was the event? Why this: when the enemy said,
I will pursue, I will overtake, 1 will divide the spoil; my lust
shall be satisfied upon them, I will draw my sword, my hand
shall destroy them. Why, says Moses, in an address to
Jehovah the Saviour, Thou didst blow with thy wind, the ses
covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty wuters. See
Exod. xv. 9, 10. Christ is upon his throne; he is bigher,
and more mighty, than all the rage, malice, and enmity of
his enemies; Le is above the noise of many waters. Let his
enemies be ever so numerous; let them make a noise like
the rushing of many waters; let them be as tumultuous as
the raging billows, or all of them combined together be as
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the mighty waves of the sea, the Lord is infinitely above
them. He is on his throne to defend his church; to-save
his people; to subdue, dethrone, and conquer bis and their
enemies. This is matter of great consolation to his church.

V.5. Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh
thine house, O Lord, for ever.

The church is the house of the living God. Christ, as
the Son of God, is the foundation and builder of it; whose
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing
of the hope firm unto the end, Heb. iii. 6. The testimonies
of the Lord given unto it, are his gospel, and holy institu-
tions; they are very sure; they are stable and lasting, to
be continued until the second coming of the Lord; they
are holy in their nature, use, end, and design. Holiness
becometh all the saints and worshippers of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the king whose name is the Lord of hosts: to this
the prophet sets his seal ; this is to be for ever the case in
the kingdom of glory. As all the true subjects of Christ’s
grace are partakers of righteousness and peace, and joy in
the Holy (Ehost, so they may well glory in him; they may
well sing his praises, and celebrate him for his throne; for
his reign ; for his majesty; for his power; for his holiness;
for the security which they have in him. May the Lord
the Spirit Jead us into the subject before us, and thereb
glorify our Lord Jesus Christ, by leading us into fresh fef:
Yowship with him, and with the Father in him. Amen.

PSALM THE NINETY-FOURTH.

The subject-matter of this Psalm is a prophecy. It con-
tains complaints of the tyranny and impiety of the perse-
cutors of the church. It is said, this Psalm was sung in
the temple worship, when it was destreyed by Nebuchad-
nezzar; and also when it was burnt a second time by the
Romans, the Levites were singing these words of the last
verse, And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and
shall cut them off in their own wickedness ; yea, the Lord our
God shall cut them off. Josephus stands amazed at it, that
the second temple should bé burnt by the Romans in the
same month, and on the same day of the month, that the
first temple was set on fire by the Chaldeans, and as some
of the Jewish doctors say, when the Levites were singing
the same Psalin in both destructions, viz. Psalm xciv. 23.
And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall
cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the Lord our God
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shall cut them off. The prophet prays to the Lord on the
behalf of his church; he comforts ehe persecuted ; he would
they should exercise faith on God’s unchangeable love.
God, the righteous judge, will deliver his people, and
punish their enemies. It 'is beyond me to explaia it, yet so
it is; nothing hath ever yet fallen on the unbelieving and
apostate Jews, but it was foretold in the book of Psalms.
Even the destruction of the temple is included in this which
is now before us.

V. 1. O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God,
to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself.

Here is a peculiar title attributed to the Lord God. He
is the God of revenges, as he is called the God of recompences,
Jer. 1i. 56. The church was grievously oppressed by the
Chaldeans; so was it afterwards by the Romans. The case
of the elect and beloved of God in Judea was very sore
and desperate: they needed comfort from the Lord. It
was needful for them their enemies should be confounded
and filled with terror. The words before us are very ex-

ressive of their cry unto the Lord, and of their iniportunity
1p supplicating the throne of the heavenly grace. There 1s
no dithculty in conceiving this Psalm might be drawn up,
under the inspiration of the eternal Spirit, tor the use of the
saints, when these things should come on them. And it
might be sung in the worship of God, as a solemn memento
of what would most assuredly take place. Itis God’s pre-
rogative to judge his people. It is therefore here left with
him: O Lord Z‘od, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to
whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself. 1t 'is Jehovah God
is addressed, in his essence and personalities. Heis addressed
as the God, the Three in the essence existing, as the God
of revenges. This is again repeated. And the request is,
that he would shine forth clearly to the comfort of lus saints,
and to the terror and confusion of his and their enemies,

V. 2. Lift up thyself thou judge of the earth: render a
reward to the proud.

Whilst all this was the prayer of the charch, vet all this
is to be also considered as prophetic. So that here is nothing
of malice and enmity against even the persecutars. Whilst
the church could not but entreat the Lord in a way con-
sistent with his interest and relation to his people, and con-
sistent with the glory and honour of his perfections, he
would be pleased to avenge himself and bis chosen, fromn
the rage and cruelty of the enemy. Christ is th.c judge of
the earth. It is with him to render vengeapce to his ene-
mics: jtis with him, and ke most assuredly will, render a
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reward to the proud. It shall be fully proved by his dis-
pensations in his most holy providence, in every instance,
that pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spiri
before afalf

V. 3. Lord, how long shall the wicked, hoe long shall the
wicked triumph?

Here are questions asked quite suited to the subject. The
wicked and ungodly were risen up against the church; they
had gained great advantages. Be they Chaldeans, or Medes,
Persians, or Assyrians, or Syrians, or Egyptians, or Romans;
so that they did actually triumph in their victories and suc-
cesses over the poor Jews. The question put to Christ,
the judge and governor of the earth, is, How long shall
it be so ?

V. 4. How long shall they utter and speak hard things?
and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?

Here are two more questicns put to the Lord God to
whom vengeance belongeth, concerning the proud, the
wicked, the workers of iniquity, the enemies, the persecutors
of the church. . These enemies uttered and spake hard
things: they boasted of themselves, and of what they would
further do, in their rage and malice against the true be-
lieving Jews. It may also refer to the rage and malice of
the Jews against the true disciples of our Lord in the land
of Judea, and even against the Gentile believers in the
Roman provinces, so far as their influence could extend.
These enemies spake out of the fountain of their own hearts;
they uttered hard speeches of contempt and blasphemy
concerning Christ, the Messiah ; they poured out reproaches
on all who called on his name. Nor did they stop here;
they proceeded to the most severe persecutions.

V. 5. They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, and afflict
thine heritage.

This was very lamentable. We in this age know nothing
of it, exeept in the history of it. It seems very applicable
to the cruelty of the Chaldeans, who slew the young men
of Israel with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, i. e.
in the temple. And who had no compassion upon young
man or wmaiden, old man, or him who stooped for age,
2 Chron. xxxiv. 17. The prophet here complains before
the Lord, concerning these, and other such like cruelties.

V. 6. They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder
the fatherless.

Surely all this must be sorely distressing to the prophet,
and to the saints of God in his time. No marvel he com-
plains of it; it went to his very heart; it pained his very
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soul. He had in the former verses prayed to the Lord, and
entreated him to avenge himself of the enemies of his
church, by a righteous requital of his wrath on them. And
in these two verses, he recites the tyranny and brutality
of these: saying, They break in pieces thy people, O Lord,
and afflict thine heritage. They slay the widow and the fau-
therless, or the stranger, and murder the fatherless. The
various cases the Lord’s visible church have been in, and
passed through, with their sufferings and persecutions, are
by us inconceivable. The prophet next speaks of the im-
piety and infidelity which was in the minds of these perse-
cutors, and which they even published with their lips.

V. 7. Yet they say, The Lord shall not sec: neither shall
the God of Jacob regard it.

The impiety contained in these expressions, can never be
explained. Tyhe acts of cruelty befure recited were but the
fruits and effects of the same. To deny Jehovah’s om-
niscience and omnipresence, contains the very essence of
all sin. To say the God of Jacob will not regard the wrongs
done his people, is to be a blasphemer. The prophet there-
fore, in a very solemn and ‘judicious manuner, put some
important and awful questions to these worms of the earth,
and they are contained in the next and two following verses.

V. 8. Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye
fools, when will ye be wise?

The character of brutish belongs to you; for there is
enough before your eyes, and continually realized to your
scuses, as might save you from your being so deeply and
desperately sensual and ignorant in your conception of
Godhead. What, can you conceive that he who gave you the
capacities you are endowed with, does not know you alto-

ether? Surely he does. Surely you must be extremely
brutish if you do not understand this. Let me address yon
under your present proper character. I will ask you if ye
do not know, and if ye have not understood this, brutish
among the people and fools as ye are, when will ye be wise?
I will also propose the following question’to you:

V.9 He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that
Sformed the eye, shall he not see?

Can you conceive the organs of hearing and sight were
created in you, and that he who formed them is without
hearing and eiye-sight? Surely you cannot, brutish as you
are, on recollection, conceive the most higp God gave you
hearing and eye-sight, and did not thereby give full evidence
that he is all ear to hear, and all eye to behold, and com-
prebend all you are. Surely he must be.
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V. 10. He that chastiseth the heathen, shall not he correct?
he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?

Most certainly he that made the ear and set it in the
body; he that set the eye in tbe body, that the whole man
might receive in the light and knowledge of outward visible
objects thereby ; he that chastiseth the heathen, as is evi-
dent by what came upon the Egyptians, the Canaanites, the
Amovites, the Midianites, and others, shall he not know?
Can any thing be hid from him? Can any word be spoken
against im or his favourites, and not be before him, and
comprehended by him? Is this possible, think ye? He who
created the vye, can you conceive he is not all eye? or that
his eyes do not run to and fro to shew him'selt strong on
the behalf of those whose heart is perfect fowards bim? If
you can think so, which seems 1o be impossible, let this
be attended unto by you:

Vi1l The Lord knoweth the thouglits of man, that they
are vanity.

The apostle quotes these words in the first Epistle to the
Corinthians, chap. iii. 20.; and as an expositor, instead of
man, he putteth wise. The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the
wise, that they are vain. As it respects the prophet, he says
to this effect, the Lord knoweth the thoughts of men, the
inward deceptions and reasonings of all men, that they are
vain ; they are vanity, and nothing beyond it. _

V. 12. Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest; O Lord;
and teachest him out of thy law.

Here begins a new subject. He turns off from the former;
and speaks here, and in the following verse, of the benefit
of divine chastisement, as it procéeds from God as the father
of his people, It leads the church of God to know. their
father’s will : it affords them peacc even when their perse-
cutors fall into their own pit.  'U'he words, as they are here
put, are set in opposition to all natural wise men’s reasoning.
When the Lord’s church and people are oppressed, they
couceive it must be a curse to them. No, saith the prophet,
it is not; it is a blessing; I pronounce it so. And he well
might. For long before his time, Moses said to the people
of lIsrael, Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that as &
man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.
"The words in the Psalm are an address to the Lord : Blessed
s the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him
out of thy law. It is one of God’s holy ordinances to bring
his people into trying cases; to open their minds to appre-
hend them ; o give them a feeling sense of them 5 and then
to open his own word unto them ; and out of Lis holy gospel,
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which is here styled his law, to teach and also instruct them,
80 as to increase their knowledge of him, and their com-
munion with him. Thus the Lord's chastismments became
a blessing uato them.

V.13, That thou mayest give him rest from the days of
adversity, until the pit be digged for the wicked.

It is as the Lord is pleased to open his holy gospel to the
minds of his afflicted ones, and shews them why and wherc.
fore he is pleased to afflict them, that their minds have rest
in bim under their persecutions, and during their days of ad-
versity. The time will come when they will see the Lord
will have 4 pit digged for the ungodly. It must be so, for
the following reason, which is given in the next words:

V.14. For the Lord will not cast off his people, neither
will he forsake his inheritance.

His Yove towards them is invincible: his mercy everlast-
ing: his power infinite: his covenant is from everlasting to
everlasting, one and the same. He may leave his beloved
ones in the hand of their enemies for a season, but he will
turn again and have compassion on thewn according to the
multitude of his mercies. He may leave them to them-
selves, and to the influence of their own inherent corruption,
yet he will turn again and have compassion, and subdue
their iniquities, and shew them that he hath cast all their
sins into the depths of the sea,

V. 15. But judgment shall return unto righteousness: and
all the upright in heart shall follow it. .

God’s severe chastisements of his beloved church and
people, shall by other dispensations be changed into mercy.
I conceive our Lord Jesus Christ may be considered as the
subject of these verses: that is, from the 12th, and down to
the very close of the Psalm. My reasons are as fotlows : he
was the blessed man; he was the man of biessedness; he
was chastened by Jehovah; he was taught out of his law,
When he had completed the work of salvation, he rested in
the grave, from those days of adversity or sorrow he was
the subject of in his incarnate state. He, when raised by
his resurrection and ascension to heaven, rested there, and
saw the desperate fall of his Jewish encmies into the piv of
temporal destruction.  He was cast off, and cut off, but not
for ever. His being restored to an enjovment of the love
of the Holy Three to him, is ful} evidence the Lord will not
cast off for ever—that he will not forsake his saints.  But
judgment, vindictive wrath exercised on Messiah, shall wurn
out to be a full proof of his righteousness. That he is the
rightcous one; the righteous branch: who is essentially,
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ersonally, mediatorially so. Which, as revealed and made

nown, will cause the upright in heart to follow him, and
cleave to him as the Lord their righteousness and strength.
Other reasons are to follow, when we get some verses
farther, as evidence there must be some revelation of Christ
in this hymn before us.

V. 16. Who will rise up for me against the [wicked, or]
cvildoers? or who will stand up for me against the workers
of iniquity ?

Our Lord might well ask these questions by the prophet
in prophecy, as foretelling how it would be with him in the
day of his sufferings. None aYppeared on his bebalf. Not
Joseph of Arimathea, nor Nicodemus, would appear in
court, when the evildoers, and the workers of iniquity, rose
up in the great senate of the nation, and consulted to put
bim to death. He was then forsaken by all. His sorrows
and feelings on these very accounts must have been many,
and very exquisite. He might therefore well express himn-
self as he does in the next words;

V.17. Unless the Lord had been my help, my soul had
almost dwelt in silence.

Had not the Messiah been kept up by Jehovah the
Father, agreeably to covenant transactions, he had sunk;
he had almost dropped, he had been in the grave. If we
would have a right view of this, we must ever remember,
Christ was the man in God. That he was crucified in weak-
ness: he was left to all the weakness of sinless humanity.
He felt all, he endured all, he was tormented in all, he was
passive in all, he was perceptive in all, he was compre-
hensive in all. So that nothing which came upon him when
be suffered the just for the unjust, but he was most truly
apprehensive of: and in his body and soul, he needed all
that succour and help which the Father promised him in
covenant stipulation.

V. 18. When I said, My foot slippeth : thy mercy, O Lord,
held me up. :

It was not possible for Messiah’s foot to slip ; he was the
man in God; as such he was impeccable. Yet the scorn,
the malice, the rage of his enemies, being against him what
they were, he needed, in his man nature, divine support; he
had it. The mercy of Jehovah discovered to his mind, held
him up. This he here acknowledges: When I said, My foot
slippeth : thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. It is blessed to
have a right apprehension of this; as it leads us to such con-
‘iiifie.nce in God our Saviour, as is altogether glorious and

ivine.
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V. 19. In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy
comforis delight my soul.

‘I'be thoughts of Christ were many; they were multiplied,
and were as a multitude. Yet they were all regularly fixed,
and distinctly exercised on every subject before him. In
his passion he had the most tremendous of all subjects to
cortemplate. Such as sin; its exceeding sinfulness, with
all contained in it; the curse of God due unto it; he had to
feel the whole contained therein. There could be no com-
fort for him in these subjects; no. It was impossible there
should. Yet in the multitude of thoughts within him, the
comforts which must for ever flow into his mind, after he
had obeyed and suffered the whele good pleasure of Jeho-
vah the Father’s will, delighted his soul. It was views of
it kept him up, and carried him through all his sufferings.

V.20. Shall the throne of ini uit;z/ have fellowship with
thee, which frameth mischief by a ?aw.

The question is put to God. 1t is an address of Messiah
concerning the Jewish senate. Could it be that their
iniquity could be connived at; or they not be overthrown ?
Their throne or power, as a court of judicature, was founded
on iniquity. There was no righteousness in any single pro-
cedure of theirs towards Christ. He therefore here pleads
against them: Wilt thou, O Jehovah, have fellowship with
them, or shall they have fellowship with thee? these who
have framed mischief by a law; by which my life is most
unjustly to be taken from me; surely not. Thou wilt
avenge my death on taem. This is a sacred prediction.

V. Q1. They guther themselves together aguainst the soul of
the righteous, and contdemn the innocent blood.

Here, as [ couceive, is fresh proof that many parts of
this Psalm, as has been before observed, must belong to
Christ. The former verse expressed the unrighteousness of
the Jewish scnate in their mock trial of our Lord. This
verse describes their gathering themselves together to con-
demn him to death. It was their delight, mest awfully so,
to gather themselves together against the soul of the most
righteous Messiah, and to condemn the innocent blood
of him to be shed, that his life might be taken from the
earth. He only was the righteous one; his soul only was
spotless, pure and innocent. It was by wicked hands he
was crucified and slain. And here was a portrait of the
same, set before the Old Testament church; which doubt-
less was of spiritual advantage to the same,

V.22. But the Lord is my defence: and my God is the
roek of my refuge.

VOL,. 11, (4]
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This is expressive of Messiah’s faith, under all the qpro.
sition of his Jewish foes against his person and disciples,
Jehovah, says he, s my defence: and (.god, my God, gs the
rock of my refuge. It’is no small attainment to know and
understand scripturally and spiritually the covenant relation
between God and Christ. I do not mean that the eternal
Three are no otherwise related to each other, as eoexistentin
the one same incomprehensible essence, than by their cove.
nant offices ; no, God forbid. But I say, it is a real blessing to
know how they are engaged and related to each other in
the economy of grace. lt is upon this footing Christ calls
Jehovah his defence. Here lies the foundation of his saying
My God is the rock of my refuge. Much hath been spoken
on this subject, on many of the Psalms in the First Book.
I therefore refer the reader thither. My God is the rock of
my refuge. We learn from hence, all Christ’s support was
without himself, in God, as his covenant God.

V. 23. And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity,
and shall cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the Lord
our God shall cut them off.

This was a prophecy of what would befal the Jewish
rulers and people, in consequence of their being the mur-
derers of Christ. Jehovah brought their own iniquity upon
them; they were cut off in their own wickedness; their
temple was burnt by the Romans ; their city also destroyed;
the people massacred, and others led captives into all na-
tions ; and thus they were cut off in their own wickedness.
Yea, the Lord our God (says Messiab the Prince, including
his Jewish saints with bimself) shall cut them off. And as
the Jewish doetors say, these last words of the Psalm were
sung by the Levites, immediately before, or just as this
most awful event took place. May the Lord give us a
spiritual insight into this Psalm, if it please him. Amen.

PSALM THE NINETY-FIFTH.

This Psalm belongs to Christ. It was written by David,
under the special influence of the Holy Ghost. 1n it, be-
lievers in Christ the rock of salvation, are ealled upon to
sing his praises. To excite to which, the Godhead of our
Lord is nost divinely expressed. He is self-existent; the
creator of all things. He is the Redeemer of his ehurch :
he is the Shepherd of his flock : his people are the work of
bis hands; he hath formed them for his praise; they are
his care and charge, to keep, to feed, to guide them alf the
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way to heaven. An exhortation is given by the Holy Ghost,
to all who are in the visible church, not to harden their
hearts, but to hear the voice of Christ in the gospel, and
that to-day. The case of the unbelieving Israelites, who
perished 1n the wilderness, is hinted at, as a proper preven-
tive to unbelief and disobedience. This Psalm is quoted,
Hebrews, iii. 7—11. And also, Hebrews iv. 7. and there the
writing of it is ascribed to David, as the inspiration of it is
to the Holy Ghost in the former ch:ﬁer.

V. 1. O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joy-
JSul noise to the rock of our salvation.

It may with real propriety be said that the Holy Ghost, who
is the speaker in this Psalm, here calls upon, and exhorts
saints thus to praise the Lord, and to obey his voice. Christ
is here the immediate object of worship: he is Jehovah.
This incommunicable name is here given unto him: he is
the Rack: everlasting strength is in him : he is salvation,
present, free, full, complete, spiritual, and everlasting: he
is the rock of salvation: it is immutable, and will remain
unshaken, world without end : he is the rock of our salva-
tion, we may therefore be well disposed to sing his praise :
to sing with joy, and make melody in our hearts to him,
We may conceive Old Testament. saints, under the unction
of the Holy Spirit, entering into the courts of the temple,
saying, O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful
noise to the rock of our salvation. This is very expressive of
the holy delight, and spiritual joy, which well becomes
believers in gleir public worshipping of Christ, their
Saviour.

V.2. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyful noise unto him with Psalms.

It is a farther excitement. Let this be done speedily;
let us come immediately; lct us present our persons before
Jehovah the Saviour ; let us come into his immediate view ;
that be looking on us, according to all the love of his heart,
and the ,bowzé of his mercy, we may be most powerfully
drawn forth to utter and express his glorious praise. We
cannot come before his presence but with thanksgiving,
because we are every moment receiving from him the bless-
ings of his grace, and the benefits of his salvation. Let us
join with the grand chorus of singers in temple service,
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. Surely we
have great and good reason for the same. Let us draw ar-
gumeants therefore from them to excite and call forth our
gratitude,

o2
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V. 8. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above

all Cgods :

hrist, the object and subject here, is Jehovah. He is the
great God ; the living God; the true God; the only wise
God; he is eternal life; he is the great and blessed Poten-
tate; he is King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only
hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, or can see; to
whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. He is a
great God. Angels, princes, or whatsoever is called god, is
not to be compared unto him. He is a great King, above
all gods. Christ, as the Son of the living God, is beyond
all which can be conceived, or expressed. “He is the great
God and our Saviour; his salvation is a great salvation ;
his praises for it will outlast time ; it will be perpetuated te
the ages of cternity.

V. 4. In his hand arc the deep places of- the earth: the
strength of the hills is his also. '

Those deep places of the earth which are as elosets, so
secret, that upon the deepest search by man cannot be
found out; yet they are his. They are all known by bim;
they are all before him. If we take in the margin, the words
rvead thus: In whose hands are the deep places of the earth.
He is every where preseat; he upholds all by his own
power. The heights of the hills are his. Strong aud weari-
some as hills and mountdins are, and may be found for men
to climb, yea, even such as are inaccessible by the sons of
men, yet they are all the Lord’s; and all before him; he
fully comprehends them, their use, end, and design, with
his own will and reason why he produced thet.

V. 5. The sea is his, and ie made it: and his hands formed
the dry land:

The great abyss of waters at the centre of the globe, the
seas which flow from them, and are fed and maintained by
them,are a vast display and evidence of the cternal power and
godhead of Christ. So is the dry land. Whreh at creation
was a mass floating in the waters; yet by the almighty
power of our Lord, lie having said, Let the waters under the
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry
land appear : and it was so. Gen. i.9. Thus he formed the

arth: thus he made it an habitable globe: he established
t: he formed it to be inhabited ; in which Christ's church
to be for a scason. Thus the greainess, the power of
Jhrist, are taken into the consideration of saints in this psalu
as a matter for holy joy and thanksgiving.
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V. 6. O come, let us worship and bow down : let us kneel
before the Lord our maker.

This is the third time the word Lord, or Jehovah, is given
to our Christ in this Psalm. He is called Jehovah when he
is spoken of in the first verse, as the rock of our salvation.
When bhe is set forth as a great God, and a great King above
all gods, the word Jehovak stands first. So here, when an
excitement is made to worship and bow down before him,
the word Jehovah is again used. O come, let us worship and
bow down : let us kneel before the Lord our maker. As they
had-been called upon in the first and second verses to sing
the praises of Jehovah, the rock of their salvation; and as
in the next three following verses his greatness had been
set before them, he being self-existent, and the creator of all
things, earth, hills, sea, and dry land; so in this, and the
following verse, they are called upon to-praise him for his
love and spiritual goodness unto them. He is the Lord our
maker. come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel
before.the Lord our maker. It is he, who having become
the rock of salvation, hath been our maker also, and created
us anew, and formed us for his praise. It is from him we
received that good and perfect gitt, regeneration. This com-
eth down from the Father of lights, with whom ts no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us
with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits
of his creatures. Let us therefore most humbly acknowiedge
this. O come, and let us worship him. By canfessing his
Godhead ; by trusting in him for tll our salvation, both now
and for ever; by submitting in all things to his most holy
will; by receiving his word; by acknowledging him in
cvery one of his most sacred institutions. Let us prostrate,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker, and present before
him the fruits of our new, sccond, spiritual birth. We have
great reason so to do.

V. 7. For ke is our God; and we are the people of his pas-
ture, and the Sheep of his hand. To-day if ye will hear his voice.

It is the essence of all blessedness to have Jesus. Christ to
be our God. To be his people; to be beloved by him; to
be in bim, and one with him; to be washed in his all-
cleansing blood ;5 to be pure in him ; to have him to be to us,
Jehovah our righteousness; to be inade the righteousness of
God in him to be complete in him. Herein inexpressible
blessedness consists. Itis an addition to this, to know Christ
is ours; that he is related to us, and that we are related to
him; that he is most deeply interested iu us, aud that we
are interested in him. The church before us makes a con-
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fession of this, that there may be matter for further praise.
For ke 1s our God, and we are the people of his pusture, and
the sheep of his hand. He is our bishop and pastor ; he hath
taken us ioto his holy care and keeping; he feeds us; he is
careful of us; we are in his fold. We are the people of his
pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Who therefore can have
reater cause to sing and rejoice, and triumph before him?
%Ione. Yet as such, the Holy Ghost hath a solemn word of
advice and exhortation to give you. He is the speaker here.
He says, To day if ye will hear his voice. Surely the voice
of Christ must be very sweet to his beloved. Itisso. The
gospel is the voice of Christ: he speaks in it to all his
saints : they cannot but esteem all he speaks to them in it,
and by it, so far as the Holy Ghost accompanies it to their
miuds. - These words, whicg are the last clause in the verse,
seem as if they ought not to have been here. They should,
I conceive, have Deen joined with the next verse. T will
therefore join them with the same, and read the words.

V. 8. To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your
heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation
in the wtlderness.

The Apostle, in his three first chapters to the Hebrews,
sets Moses and Christ together. Yet whilst he speaks very
highly of Moses, he exalts Christ above and beyoud him.
The one was more worthy of glory than the other. Moses
was a servant, Christ was a Son. He built the church: it is
his own house : he dwells in it. Moses verily was faithful in
all his house, for a testimony of those things which were to be
spoken after. But Christ as a son over his own house; whose
house are we if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of
the hope firm unto the end. To which he adds, Wherefore
(as the Holy Ghost saith) to day if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of
temptation in the wilderness. And he quotes all the remain-
ing verses of the Psalm. And ke does it by way of exhorta-
tion, to prevent a departure from Christ and his gospel.
This appears by the use he makes of it. Which is this:
Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart
of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort
one ancther daily, whilst it is called to day, lest any of you
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin, Heb. ii1. 12, 13.
To day if you will hearken unto his voice, includes the whole
time of 1ts continuation, which will be to the second coming
of Christ. The Holy Ghost gave this exhortation to the
members of the Old Testament church; and he continues it
to all the members of the New Testament church. He calls
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them, to day, to heat the voice of Christ in his gospel, and
ordinances thereof. It isowing to an hardening of the beart,
if Christ’s voice is nat heard in it. As in the visible church
of Christ there are true believers, and such only as profess
the truth; there is a propriety in this exhortation. The
Holy Ghost spake under the Old Testament dispensation,
and uttered these words then by the prophet. Anm account
is given of what took place in the wilderness, in the persons
of the Israelites who did not hear the voice of Christ. To
day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heart, as in the
{rovocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness.

t was a day of provocation, or in other words, the children
of Israel provoked the Lord to break forth towards themin
wrath, several times whilst they were in the wilderness.
They did so at Massah; at Horeb; at Taberak; at Kibroth-
hattavah; at Paran, &c.

V. 9. When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and sew
my work.

Christ was the person whom these persons tempted. So
says the Apostle, 1 Cor. xviii. 9. Yet they saw his works,
in miraculons mercies ; in giving them bread from heaven,
and waters out of the rock. And in most awful judgments
they saw him also; in visiting with most awful punish-
meuts for their varions rebellions against his divine Majesty.

V. 10. Forty years was I grieved with this generation, and
said, It is a people that do errin their heart, and they have not
known my ways.

This was a long space of time. The round sum is given.
It was about thirty-nine years the peaple were in the wilder~
ness. They murmured frequently: they were prone to un-
belief, and to limit the Holy One of Israel. What is here
#aid concerning them, it is a people that do err in their heart,
and they have not kiown my ways, does not belong to the
whole body of them, but to the rebellious who were amongst
them ; those who hardened their hearts, who were always
provoking the divine Majesty, who fell into sin over and
over, during the whole season they were in the wilderness.
I will endeavour 10 make this more clear, before I finish the
Psalin, by quoting the Apostle.

V. 11. Unto whom I sware in my wrath, that they should
not enter tnto my rest.

This oath was made at Kadesh, where the people refused
to enter the promised land. See Numbers xiv. 21-—23, and
v. 80, 92. The land of Canaan was a type of that rest which
is enjoyed by such as do believe on Christ to the saving of
the soul. For if the land of promise had Leen the rest
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spoken of, into which the Israelites were introduced by
Jesus, or Joshua, then would not the Lord have spoken as he’
doth in the Psalm before us, which was penncd long after
that the people had been in thatland. This therefore proves,
the Holy Ghost does not here speak of the seventh-day sab-
bath, nor of the rest which was enjoyed in the land of
Canaan, only as prefiguring the sabbatism of rest which re-
maineth for the people of God. He saith, To day, if ye will
hear his voice, which will be continued ia, and by the ‘minis-
tration of the gospel, to the very coming of Christ from
heaven with power and great glory ; so long it will be to-day.
The use the Apostle makes of it, by way of quotation,
is to prevent apostasy from the truth; which many amongst
the Jewish professors of Christ were in danger of. He says,
For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning
of our confidence stedfast unto the end; while it is said, To
day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation. For some, when they had heard, did provoke:
howbeit not all that came out of Lgypt by Moses. But with
whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that
bad sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom
sware he that they should not euter into his rest, but to them
that believed not'? So we see they could not enter in because of
unbelief. Hebrews iii. 14—19. When the number of the
Israelites was taken, on the first day of the second year after
they were gone out of Egypt, each tribe mustered the fol-
lowing number:
1. Judah.... .. 74,600 7.-Reuben, . ... 46,500
2. Dan. .......62,700 8. Gad........45,650
3. Simeon.....59,300 9. Asher..,....41,500
4. Zebulun. ... 57,400 10. Ephraim....40,500
5. Issacer ..., 54,400  11. Benjamin....35,400
o. Napthali.... 53,4600  12. Manasseh....32,200
The whole numbers amount to 603,550. Out cf all these,
only two of them entered the land of ‘Canaan. Caleb and
Jos{ua were admitted. The rest, their carcases fell in the
wilderness. So severe is the wrath of God on unbelievers,
He is as true in his threatenings, as in his promises. Let
us therefore fear, from these examples; let all who are
under the ministration of the everlasting gospel, and who
enjoy and partake of the ordinances thereof, attend to what
is set before us in these examples of God’s wrath: Lest, a
promisz being left us of entering into his rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it.  For unto us was the gospel
preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did
uot profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that
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keard it, Hebrews, iv. 1,2. And here I end. May the
Lord command his blessing on what hath been commented
on, if he please. Amen.

PSALM THE NINETY-SIXTH.

In this most sublime Song the Lord Jesus Christ is mag-
nified, and his praises celebrated, for his greatness; for his
glory, majesty, and honour; for his salvation ; for his king-
dom, and glorious empire, which is exalted over all that is
called God, and which will one day be so-exalted as that he
will pass the final seatence on al] flesh, for which his name
will be magnified for ever. Some conceive the first and
second coming of Christ are treated of here. It must be
confessed it is a most glorious and comprehensive scripture.

V. 1. O sing unto the Lord a new song : sing unto the Lord,
all the earth.

I could wish it ever to be preserved in memory that the
Jehovah, the self-existing essence, whose glory, greatness,
majesty, and honour, are here so highly extolled, is our Lord
Jesus Christ. A proper view of this would stamp diguity
on every part of the subjects here recorded, of and concern-
ing him. It is true he is most chiefly magnified, herc and else-
where, for what he is as King Mediator. Yet were he not 5
Person in Jehovah, equal with the Father and the Spirit, he
would not have been worthy of the office of being the Sa-
viour, the glory, and perfection of his church. A new song
is called for; which implies it was a new occasion, an espc-
cial one. So that former $ongs were not now worthy of
him. No, they must be all set aside. He is to be crowned
Lord of all: to be set up as the universal King: Jew and
Gentile are to submit themselves to him. It is observed by
Mr. Ainsworth, that this Psalm is a part of the Song where-
with the Lord’s praise was celebrated, when the ark wus
brought, with great joy and solemnity, from the house of
Obed-Edom 10 the city of David, 1 Chron, xvi.23. He
therefore conceives it contains a prophecy of our Lord’s
kingdom, and of the calling of the Gentiles to the know-
ledge and worship of him. Christ is to be crowned on bis
mediatorial throne, by the praises and joy of his saints in
him. The trumpets cound: the cornet is blown: the tim-
brels are struck up, and the tune is set.  Then the worship-
pers express themselves thus; O sing wunto the Lord a new
song ; sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 'I'sy to exceed all
vpur former songs ; they are not sufficient to utter forth his
glorious praise; try therefore to excel in your praising hiw.
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V.Q. Sing unto the Lord, bless his name ; shew forth his
salvation from day to day.

You have—sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord, sing unto
the Lord, three times over; which is very expressive how
deeply the heart of the Psalmist was engaged in the subject
before him. He says, Bless the name of Jehovak. Which fully
proves Messiah, the anointed one, to be the immediate ob-
jeet of this song, and of the praise and honour he weuld, by
iiis address to-others, have them give to him. Bless kis name.
He is himself the blessed one; he is the Son of the blessed ;
he is essentially blessed; he is personajly blessed; he is
mediatorially blessed ; he is most blessed for ever; he is the
blesser of his whole church; he blesses all his church and
people, both Jews and Gentiles. O bless his name. You
will ind your own account in it. Let it be your continual
employ. Shew forth his salvation from day to day. You
cannot be more properly engaged. It was the contrivement
of the Three ‘in Jehovah from everlasting to save the elect
of human race, and raise them vp from all the ruins of the
fall by Adam’s transgressions. It is covenanted for : it will
be effected in the fulness of time. The Second in Jehovah
will then become incarnate : he, by his obedience and sacri-
fice, will complete salvation-work: he will bestow all the
blessings of it on you. O bless him for it. O sing unfo the
Lord a new song; sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Sing
unto the Lord, bless his name ; shew forth his salvation from
day to day. Preach it: evangelize it: let it be your one
only great and grand subject.

V. 8. Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders
among all people.

The glory of Christ, the essential, the personal, the media-
torial, and the relative glory of Christ, are revealed fully in
the everlasting gospel ; which may be styled Christ’s glory,
it being the revelation and publication of the same. Let this
be freely preached: let the wonders of his grace recorded
in it, be made known among the people. It deserves their
attention ; it will in the hand of the Holy Spirit do them
good ; it will increase bis name, his fame, his praise, his
renown. He well deserves this,

V. 4. For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised : he
2s to be feared above all gods.

He cannot but be praised by his people: he is in every
sense praiseworthy. Ile s Jel:ovah the Saviour, the es-
sence existing, saving, the praised God; he is great in him-
self, he being God over all, blessed for ever, He is the great
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God and Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is great, he
saves above and beyond all the guilt, pollution, and demerit
of sin; he is great, as he saves to the uttermost, and for
evermore, and for ever, all that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. He is
greatly to be praised for all this, and by all his saved ones.
He is to be feared, to be reverenced and magnified, to be
hoboured and esteemed, above all gods, above all princi-
palities and powers, above every name in earth or heaven.
A full reason for which is given:

V. 5. For all the gods of the nations are idols : but the Lord
made the heavens.

The apostle says, we know that an idol is nothing in the
world, 1 Cor. viti, 4. The Lord Jesus Christ would be sent,
in the everlasting gospel, amongst the nations; he would be
preached to multitudes of Gentile sinners; his name would
be magnified in the conversion of his redeemed amongst
them. The vanity of idols, and the worshippers of them,
would most clearly appear; it would be fully known that
all the gods of the nations are idols, things of no value ; they
were unable to do good or evil, they were unprofitable:
but the Lord made the heavens, which are full proofs and
continual memorials of his self-existence. Yea, it would be
made koown by the everlasting gospel of the blessed God,
that Jesus Christ is Jehovah, the maker of the heavens and
of the earth, and sea, and fountains of water, as truly as
these are; as he also is the Prince of life, and author of eter-
nal salvation, ,

V.6. Honour and majesty are before him: strength-and
beauty are in his sanctuary.

As seated on his mediatorial throne, and in the display of
his love and salvation, honour and majesty are before him.
He sits as mediator in godlike honour and majesty, at the
right hand of the throne of God, a minister of the sanctuary,
and of the true tabernacle which the Lord hath pitched, and
not man. He hath strengtli; all power in heaven and earth
is given unto him. He is beauty in its essence and perfec-
tion; he shines forth in the same, and reflects the glory
thereof on his saints, on his holy sanctuary; so that they
canpot but acknowledge itiscvenso. And they arve disposed,
from the apprehension and enjoyment they have of it, to
call for a new song to God, to express their gratitude to
him, and their acknowledgments of him thereby.

V. 7. Giveunto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the pevple, gite
unto the Lord glory and strength.

Here all nations, Gentiles and Jews, are called upon to
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give glory to our Lord Jesus Christ. We expect the fulfil«
ment of this most completely in the last days. As it was
foretold, so the prthet here speaks accordingly, as well
knowing it would then be accomplished, that then these
would upite with the Jewish believers, saying, O sing unto
the Lord a new song : sing unto the Lord, all the earth: sing
unto the Lord, bless his name, shew forth his salvation from
day to day. Yea, and as though this was not sufficient, they
will be for bringing a fresh song to celebrate his glorious
grace, by aseribing glory and strength vato him, in giving
the whole glory of their complete salvation unto him.” The
words themselves are an address to the kindred of the earth g
they come in after the greatness of Christ’s person, his
majesty, honour, glory, and greatness, have been spoken of ;
and after the nothingness of idols has been hinted at. 1t
has been declared, honour and majesty are before him, and
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Then the prophet
cries out as an ambassador for Christ, saying, Give unto the
Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord glory
and strength. Yield yourselves up unto the Lord, submit
yourselves to Christ, trust wholly in him for salvation and
everlasting life ; give glory to him for saving you from all
your sigs, and out of the hands of all your enemies; ascribe
all your spiritual strength unto him, it well becomes you so
to do.

V. 8. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name:
bring an offering, and come into his courts.

‘The glory due to Christ for salvation work, for the love of
his heart, for the bowels of his mercy, for the compassions of
his mind, to his church, surpasses all that can ever be con-
ceived of by the whole hosts of saints and angels in glory.
His name is above and beyond all blessing and praise; yet
grace is of that nature, as it opcrates on the saints of the
most High, that it aims afier the highest ascriptions of
worship and glory to God. All the offerings in God’s wor-
ship, under the typical dispensation, were so many symbols
and memorials of Christ and of his offering, whereby he
hath perfected the putting away of sin, and by and upon the
footing of which his whole church is made clean from all
sin. 'The Old Testament church therefore, in this expres-
sion, bring an qffering and come into his courts, addresses the
ientile believers, to come and join with them in this one
glorious act of worship, viz. a renunciation of all hope and
help, but in the one everlastingly complete and efficacious
Oblation of the worthy Lamb ; to trust alone thereon, as the
offering which perfects for ever. Indeed, this is the greatest
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nct of worship upon earth ; to trust.before the Lord for our
everlasting discharge from all sin, and for eternal purity and
perfection, now and for ever, upon the blood and righteous-
ness of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.

V. 9. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, [or, in
the glorious sanctuary :] fear before him, all the earth.

The temple, which was the seat of God’s worship in Judea,
was full of Christ. He was expressed, and symbolically
represented, by every thing in and which belonged to it.
In this place Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit were wor-
shipped; here they were acknowledged in Christ, in their
mutual loves, in their eovenant stipufations on the behalf of
the church, and in their covenant relations unto it. An ex-
hortation to the kindreds of the earth, to the people of the
Gentiles, to bring an offering, and come into the Lord’s
courts; to come and worship the Lord in the glorious sanc-
tuary ; to come and worship the Lord at bis temple in Jeru-
salem, called here the ¢ beauty of holiness;’ a solemn piece
of advice given, fear before him all the earth, is an intimation
of the real unity of the faith in the bond of the Spirit,
between real saints, whether Jews or Gentiles. And which
will be most remarkable on that day when there shall be “one
Lord, and his name shall be one.”

Y. 10. Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth :
the worfg shall be established tlu;t it shall not be moved: he
shall judge the people righteously.

Thfs is most l{,leoszs,ed ngews; iiy may well be published in
the name of Jesus among the heathen; it is calculated to do
them good, to say that the Lord reigneth: and he must
reign, until all his enemics are made his footstool. He will
establish this doctrine in his church in the world, and his
saints in the world shall be established in the true belief of
the same. The world shall continue until all the elect are
completed by effectual calling. Messiah, the king of saints,
and whose principality is that of grace, shall judge the
people righteously ; his reign will be glorious, his gospel
prosperous, and his kingdom great, and greatly en%arged
among the heathen, and throughout the world, which shall
be established that it shall not be moved out of its place,
until Chrisg comes to put an end to time, by swallowing i
up in eternity.

V. 11. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. ’

Mr, Romaine applies this verse, and the following verses,
to the first and second advent of our Lord. [ rather conceive
it very applicable to the spiritvaland personal reign of Christ
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with his church in our world. There is a season and period
of time fixed in the divine will, and foretold in the sacred
word, when Christ will openly reign, and be acknowledged
to be king of his church, and king of nations also. It will
be universally proclaimed in this our world, that the Lord
reigneth ; also that he shall judge the people righteously :
the heavens will be glad of this ; so will the earth also: the
very sea and its fulness will roar, as expressive of the satis-
faction which is contained herein. These are figurative ex-
pressions, which denote to us, if the heavens over our heads
could speak, they would rejoice in Christ’s reign and govern-
ment; if the earth could speak, it would be giad on such an
occasion ; if the sea could express itself, it would be by its
loud and tumultuous roar, that the Lord reigneth. Ir we
consider how, in the latter day, all iniquity will stop its
mouth; that the heavens will no lenger be witncsses to
horrid oaths and imprecations; that the earth will be no
further soaked with the blood of the slain, nor the creatures
on it any longer burthened and oppressed ; nor the sea any
longer bearing on its waves sinners who are only fit for hell;
we may see a beauty in the expressions made use of.

V. 12. Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then
shall all the trees of the wood rejoice.

This seeins to be expressive of the happiness, joy, and
gladness of universal. nature, the whole creation, in the
reign and government of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a
doxology. It mmay be the prophet borrowed it, when he
expresses for substance the same things: And every creature
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth,
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever
and ever. Rev. v. 13,

V. 13. Before the Lord, for ke cometh; he cometh to judge
the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and
the people with his truth.

These words well suit either the spiritual or the personal
reign of Messiab, or they may be considered as applicable to
his coming in the flesh, and to his coming the second time
without sin unto salvation. On all which occasions, uni-
versal nature may well be called upon by the Lord’s people
to rejoice. As the words are here repeated, For he cometh,
Jor he cometh to judge the earth, they express the reason
whby animate and inanimate things are called upon to re-
Joice. It was before the Lord, For he cometh, for he cometh
to judge the earth. When the reign of Christ amongst the
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Jews, brought home to their own land, and brought to the
knowledge of our Lord, in his own time, is spoken of, we
hear his blessed voice, saying, For, bekold, I create new hea-
vens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remem-
bered, nor come into mind. But be you glad and vejoice for
ever in that which I create: for behold, I create Jermalem a
rejoicing, and her people a joy, Tsai. Ixv. 17, 18. When we
hear Cbrist’s voice speaking in his personal reign to the
new Jerusalem church, he saith, Behold, I make all things
new.—~Write : for these words are true and faithful.—1t s
done. I am Alpha, and Omega, the beginning and the end:
I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the
water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all
things; and 1 @ill be his God and he shall be my son, Rev.
xxi. 5—~7. Here, in the words before us, when the Lord
cometh to be acknowledged and crowned the universal king,
the church by the prophet says, Let the heavens rejoice, and
let the earth be glad : let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all
the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord ; for he cometh,
Jor he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world
with righteousness, and the people with his truth. Which
will be most exactly the case, when Christ shall reign in a
most visible manner, as it respects an universal acknowledg-
ment of him, before the close of time, and will exiend his
dominion to the ends of the earth. He will then judge the
earth ; he will then avenge himself of all the blood which
hath been shed on it; he will jadge the world in righteous-
ness, aod the people with his trath.  All which will be ac-
cording to the everlasting gospel of his grace. His coming
in the flesh, was matter of consolation and great joy to his
church: his coming in the clouds of heavenr with power
and great glory, will be matter of unspeakable joy to his
whole church. The great and universal judgment, with all
the solemnities of it, together with his passing the final sen-
tence on all on his left ﬁand, will afford watter of praise to
his saints. They will laud, extol, and praise him for it. They
will sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song
of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty; just and true are :hy ways, thou King
of saints, Rev. xv. 3,  May the Lord bless the explanativn
given, so far as he pleases.  Amen.
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PSALM THE NINETY-SEVENTH,

In this scripture we have the reign of Christ; the majesty
and glory with which he is encircled; the solemnity of his
appearance ; how all created nature trembles before him,
and the homage they pay him. Saints rejoice in the con-
founding of all the enemies of Christ, which is effected by
his omnipotent power, and by his outstretched arm. - And
the whole is closed with a very important excitement to love
the Lord, and to rejoice in him.

V. 1. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice: let the mul-
titude of isles be glad thereof.

The 93d Psalm began as this does, The Lord reigneth.
The 96th Psalm, in the tenth verse, hath these words: Say
among the heathen, that the Lord reigneth. This begins,
The ford reigneth. 1t is Christ who is the Jehovah here
worshipped for his reign; he is Jah the Saviour; he is Lord
God omnipotent ; he shall reign for ever and ever. This is
matter for joy and great rejoicing to all his saints. He
will live and outreign the reign of sin, Satan, death and hell.
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever, says Moses, Exod,
xv. 18. Letthe earth rejoice in this; the blessings which
flow herefrom are inestimable: his gospel will have free
course and be glorified: the earth shall one day be filled
with it, and the glory of Christ also. Let the multitude of
the isles, the inhabitants, be glad, at the prophecies which
speak of the same. It is very correspondent with what the
prophet says, Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise
Jrom the end of the earth: ye that go down to the sea, and all
that is therein; the isles and the inhabitants therzof. Let the
wilderness, and the cities thereof, lift up their voice, the villuges
that Kedar doth inkabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing,
let them shout from the top of the mountains.” Let them give
f‘lm‘y unto the Lord, and declare his praise in the islands,

[saiuh xlii. 10—12,

V. ¢. Clouds and darkness are round about kim : righteous-
ness and judgment are the habitation {or, establishment] of his
throne.

These terms and expressions, clouds and darkness are
round about Jehovah—the God-man, the king Mediator,
are expressive of his majesty and glory. He is enclosed
with these. It refers to the Holy of Holies, the seat of
Christ; where he dwelt; there was no night there; he ¢nly
who was light inaccessible, inhabited here. At the giving
of the law, a cloud covered the meunt; no sight nor simil:-
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tude of the divine Majesty was seen: a fiery law was givetl:
It was clear, bright and glorious: it b’eih‘f,the very trans-
script of the divine nature and will. Clouds, darkness, fire
and smoke, were Jehovah’s regalia of state on moungt Horeb.
Fire consumes all things in its way, and burns up stabble,
and all combustible matter. So Christ hath wrath for his
enemies: his kingship and government are thus marifest to
them; he is as a refiner’s fire, and fuller’s soap:” Yet
righteousness and judgment are the very establishment of
his throne. He is seated on it to display and rbanifest to
his beloved ones, all the blessings contained in his everlast-
ing righteousness, end wisdom unto them, Yet when and
whére he revedls most of himself to his saints, his enemies
perceive the least of him.

V. 3. A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his énemies.
round about, . ,

This is expressive of those sore judgments which the
Lord Jesus Christ inflicts.on his enemies. Which is guite
éfrreeable with what the prophet John says, And out of the
throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings, and voices, Rev.
iv. 5. Jehovah Jesus, is God-man, King-mediator; he
vetgneth. “The earth may well rejoice in him: the multi-
tude of the isles may well be glad in it. The majesty of,
his thrune—the dignity of his reign—the splendour of it,
exceed all finite comprebension. His throne is surrounded
with glorions pomp and digaoity; it bears the ensighs of
Gody whilst it is entirely shstained in righteonsness and
judgment. Before him, when he comes forth against his
enemies in wrath and anger, in the administration of his
office of judge towards them, a fire gceth, to comsume
them on every side. Such is the imwutability of his will,
in his hatred against sll sin, that it pleases him to display
his eternal power &nd Godhead, by causing the very elements
of nature to confess him. So it follows:

- V. 4. His lightnings enlighienetl the world: the earth saw
and trembled. T . .

_ This was the case at the delivery of the law on the mount
of Horeb. It is expressly said, drd it cume to pass on the
¢hird day in the morning, that there were thunders and light-
nings,. and a thick cloud ipon the mount, and the voice of the
trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all the people that was wn the
<Cmp, irembled, Exodus xix. 16. And at the 18th and 19th
verses, it is added; And mount Sinai was altogethér on 4
smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire i and the
smoke thereof ascended a§ the smoke of a furnace, and the
@hole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of the

¥oL, 1. P
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trumpet sounded long, and wared louder and louder, Moses,
spake, and God answered him by a voice. In the next chap-
ter it is said, And all the people saw the thunderings, and t
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain
smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed and stood
afar off, Exod. xx. 18. é)ompare this, and what is said of
the majesty of Christ in his person, throne, reign and king-
dom, and they will serve to open each other, the one being
taken from the other. It may also have respect to the ever-
lasting gospel, which like lightnings went forth from Christ.
At his word of command, which broke forth irresistibly
upon the Gentile world, bz the preaching of the holy
apostles, and followers of the Lamb—The earth saw, and
trembled. It caused a great commotion in the heathen
world, and they trembled for the consequences, lest it
should turn the world upside down, and establish Christ as
the one aptiversal king.

V. 5. The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord :
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

This is taken from what had heretofore been referred to,
concerning the Lord’s descending on the mount, and speak-
i!;g out of the midst of devouring fire, which was a display
of Jehovah’s glory and greatness; so it is all here accom-
modated to set forth the majesty of the same Jehovah, as
King-mediator. A4t his presence, or before his face; The
hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord: at the pre-
sence of the Lord of the whole earth. A full and further
proof 1s given, that Jehovah the Mediator, is Lord of the
whole earth, in the following verse; where it is said,

V. 6. The heavens declare his righteousness: and all the
pcta{le see his glory.

bich implies that the hecavenly creatures, or the
heavenly creation, or the heavenly operations of the agents
in nature, fire, light and air, in commotion—and as it pro-
duces its thunders, its lightnings, its winds, its rains, it.
tempests——declares the righteousness, the power and Gad-
head of Christ, over all created nature, be it animate, or
inanimate: Fhe heavens declire his righteousnesy. His wrath,
Justice and judgments towards the ungodly, are so-many
proofs of it. Aud his having again and again sent his elect
angels to intimate his good pleasure to his saints, and his
wrath to his eremies, are real proofs that Phe heavens de-
clare his righteousness; and all the people see kis glory. His
glory is set forth in the everlasting gospel; this hath been
preached in all nations: it will be again hefore the close of
time. As it respects elect angels, who may be considered
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as the heavens which declare Christ’s glory: one of them
proclaimed our Lord’s incarnation and birth. He was ac-
companied by an innumerable company of the heavenly
host, who sung Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will towards men; see¢ Luke ii. 14. If the self-
existence, the majesty, the Godhead, the reign, the sove-
reignty, the glory, power and authority of the Lord Jesus

rist, are so fully manifested in, and over all created things
~if the whole region of the air, and all the elementdr
world, so fully testify of his self-existence, and that he 13
independent of all the work of his hands :—if they are all
subject to his control:—if the hills, and all inanimated
nature, confess in their way, that he is Jehovah, the Lord
of the whole earth—then, says the prophet, let them all, ke
who they may, or what they may, be confounded who do
hot acknowledge this.

V. 7. Confounded be all they that serve graven inages,
that boast themselves of idols : worship him, all ye gods.

The apostle seems to refer to these words, when he saith
in his Epistle to the Hebrews, And again, when he bringeth
in the first-begotten tnto the world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship Iim, chap.i. 6. Which words are
almost universally applied to a command given by the
divine Father, to the angels of his presence, to worship
Christ at his birth, as recorded by Luke, ii. 14. Some
read this passage with the marginal words, thus, And again,

or, when again] ke bringeth in the first-begotten into the world,
be saith, Axnd let all the angels of God worship him. The{
apply this to the second coming of Christ, when he shall
come in his own glory, and in his Father’s glory, and in the
glory of his holy angels; who will, as the angels of his pre-
sence, accompany him. Let the words be taken in either
meaning, they are brought in by the apostle to prove that
Christ, as God-man, is far above, and infinitely superior to the
angels. His person is beyond them ; his name more excel-
lent; they are but creatures, he is their creator; they are
his subjects; he is the object of their worship. What he
is, and hath bg birthright, exceeds them; he is God-man;
this he is by birthright; he hath a more excellent name
than they; heis the Son of God; this is by inheritance.
The title of the only begotten Son of God, is his by inhe-
ritance: this title is his, persoaally, and incommunicably;
he is the head of angels ; their creutor; their Lord and king;
he is the ithmediate object of their worship, and ever will be,
The Father gave them his command to worship him. They
worshipped Christ at bis birth, and ia his incarnate state.
P2
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Angcls ministered unte him, says Mark i. 13 ; they wership
him in his exalted state: And I beheld, and I heard the
voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts
and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with
a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, ard wisdom, and strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing, Rev.v. 11, 12. It 1Is said, the words of
the aEOStle, are not to be found in the Hebrew, but are the
Greek translation of Deuteronomy, ehap. xsxii. 43. But
the Hebrew there hath none such. So says the learned
Ainsworth.

V. 8. Zion heard, and was glad, and the daughters of Judah
rejoiced; because of thy judgments, O Lord.

It is in the church the great works of Christ are spoken
out and heard of. They cannot be rehearsed but it gladdens
the hearts of the daughters of Judah. They rejoice in
Jehovah their Saviour, be being their Lord. His sendin
his gospel hither and thither and conquering sinners, anﬁ
turning them to himself, is very acceptable mews to the
saints of the Most High.

V.9. For thou, Lord, art Righ above all the earth: thou
art exalted far above all gots.

Therefore he can confound his enemies; he can overcome
his foes. He can send his gospel, not in word only, but in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and ip much assurance; he
can enlighten the world, and il it with his glory; he can
cause the carth to tremble; he can shake the hills, and
cause them to melt like wax before his presence; he can
prove himself to be the Lord of the whole earth; he cam
make use of the heavens to declare his righteousness; he
can form a people for himself to shew forth his praise; he
ean confound all grayen images; be can command all the
angels 1o worship him. For he is high above all the earth,
he is exalted far above all gods.

V. 10. Ye that love the Lord, hate evil : ke preserveth the
souls of his saints, he delivereth them out of the hand of the
wicked.

The prophet here addresses Zion, and the daughters of
Judah, or, in other words, all the churches of the saiunts, as
such as love the Lord; he would have such bate evil:
every thing which is contrary to the will of Christ, and
derogatory to his honour, truth, worship, and glory. Te
that love the Lord, hate evil. He speaks of what the Lord
doth for the souls of his saints; he preserveth them; he
also maintains his own work and place in them; ke pre-
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serveth the souls of his saints; this is their security. He
waters them ; he strengthens them; he nourisheth them up
unto life everlasting; he doth more: ke delivereth them out
of the hand of the wicked. This js declared for their
encouragement.

V.11, Light is sown for the righteous, and gladaess for
the upright in heart,

They are righteous who are in Christ, who are righteous
in him; and are in his righteousness, righteous before the
Lord. Such are upright in heart, who are made so by the
indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and by his effectual opera-
tion on the mind: light is sown for such; in the ever-
lasting love of the Three in Jehovah; in their will, coun-
cil, covenant, word, oath and promise, there is gladness for
the upright in heart. For all the work and fulness of Christ
are set before them in the everlasting gospel, and they are
most truly welcome to draw everlasting consolation there-
from. Light and gladness, contain those spiritual blessings
which flow from the free grace of the Holy Trinity, and
are conveyed from the fulness of Jesus, through the Spirit,
to the souls of God’s beloved. All which being rightly
considered, makes way for holy and spiritual joy und
rejoicing.

V. 12. Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous: and give thanks
at the remembrance of his koliness.

The righteous have good cause for so doing : it becomes
them, and is their bounden duty and service to rejoice in
Jehovah Jesns, who liveth and reigneth over all things;
who governs all; who is in all, through all, and will be all
to his church and people for ever. They may well give
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness: that his majesty,
glory, justice, holiness and truth, shine forth in every one
of his righteous acts—in all his reign and government—to
all over whom he rules and reigns. Even sinners must con-
fess to him, and before him, that the Lord is righteous. May
we improve the subject, under the teachings of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

PSALM THE NINETY-EIGHTH.

A Psalm. So it is entitled.

It concerns the Christ of God—the beloved one of God.
It was written to celebrate his praises for his great salvation:
tre hath wrought it out by his own arm; he hath obtained
tternal redemption ; he hath gained a complete victory over
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all his and his people’s enemies; his triumphs will last for
cver; he will wear the glory of them in heaven, so long as
beaven is heaven. An wniversal chorus is called for, to
unite in praising him, as Jehovab the Mediator, for his
Jjudging the earth ; for his judging the world with righteous-
ness; for his judging histeOPIe with equity.

V. 1. Osing unto the Lord u new song, for he hath done
marvellous lléings: his right hand, and his holy arm hath
gotten him the victory.

The subject the chmrch is here presented with, calls for
a new song ; it being sung on a new occasion, and it con-
taining a new subject. This is most correctly the case;
the subject is quite new.  We have had the reign of Christ
set forth in some of the former hymns, but here we have
the salvation and victories of Christ, which make this new.
The 96th Psalm eelebrated the praises of Christ for his
reign, and the enlargement of his kingdom in the world,
un(?amongst the nations. But this before us immediately
respects Christ himself; his person—his salvation—his vig-
tory. The subject being so sublime, calls for a new song.
It 1s to be sung so melodiously as to stir up every spiritua}
feeling in the renewed mind, and fix it supremely on Christ,
who is the salvation of his church, and their coaqueror;
who has couquered all the host of hell. Every musical in-
strument is to be used in the grand chorus. The harp,
trumpets, and cornet, and a Psalm was to be lifted up, as
demonstrative of joy and victory, Al this was to increase
the holy joy and tiumph of the mind: O sing unto the
Lord a new song, for he hath done marvellous %ﬁiﬂgs: kis
right hand, and his holy arm hath gotten him the victory.
Jebovah the Saviour, is the subject of this song. It isa
new song, which was never sung to him before. It is to
cclebrate his honour as the Lamb, who put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself. He hath done marvellous things: he
became incarnate, and was true and very man; the trye
Immanuel, God with us; this was marvellous!—He shone
forth and expressed his love in his incarnate state, in a most
marvellous way and manuer; he removed all the sins of Iris
people from their persons, and before the Lord, and put
them z2ll away by the sacrifice of his whole person, in the
flames of his own love; he conquered death by dying; he
vanquished the whole host of hell ; he gained such a victory
and triumph, as none beside himself could. All the praise
therefore is due to him alone. Tt is by his right hand, and
by his holy arm he hath gotten him the victory. His church
partake of all the fruits thereof ; they follaw after bim, and
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':ick up the spoils. It therefore well becomes them to sing

is praises for the same, saying, O sing unto the Lord a new
song, [on this occasion] for ke hath done marvellous things.
Such as exceed all his other acts and works, With his
right hand, by the exertion and energy of his power, and
with his holy arm, he hath gotten him the victory—over sin,
Satan, death, hell, and every enemy. O bless him for it.

V. 2. The Lord kath marie known his salyation: his righ-
teousness hath he openly shewed [or, revealed) in the sight of
the heathen.

Jehovah Jesus hath in his own person. completed salva-
tion for his church and people; he bath saved them in him-
self with an everlasting salvation; he hath set forth and
given a clear and full revelation of it, in the everlasting gos-
pel. In it, his righteousness is revealed and set forth in
its meridian splendour, fulness and glory. This hath been
sent to the Geatiles. Many of them bave had this Christ,
and his righteousness, revealed to them and in them by
the word and Spirit; and found everlasting life in the
same; views of which were matters of great joy to the Old
Testament church, They were also so te it, for the inte.
rest they had in the person of Christ, the incargation of
Christ, the salvation of Christ, the victories of Christ, his
conquests and triumphs; they found their own account in
it. 'Therefore say they, O sing unto the Lord a new so
for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his
holy arm hath gotten him the victory. The Lord hath made
known his salvation: his righteausness hath ke openly shewed
in the sight of the heathen. It is the fruit of his free grace,
and ancient promise unto us. So it follows:

V. 3. He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward
the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of aur God.

The mercy and truth remembered, was the fulfilment of
the Lord’s promisé of giving Christ; of sending him; of
anointing him, and setting him to be far salvation to the
whole election of grace, bath Jews and Gentiles. When
this was fully accomplished, then it was clear God had ful-
filled his holy covenant; all the mercy and truth of which
were realized in our Lord Jesus Christ. The Psalm was
written long before the incarnation of our Lord, or his work
of salvation finished, or his victories obtained, or his gospel
sent to the Gentiles, or his salvation made known to the
ends of the earth :—jyet all being engaged for, and the will
of the Holy Ones concerning the same immautable, and the
revelation given concerning it complete, hence it is spaken
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of as fully as if already past. The house of Israel herg
neans_the true church of Christ amongst them: He hath
remembered his mercy and his truth—This expressed a past
act. His ehurch had been in his eye, and on his heust from
everlasting, When be fulfilled his wonderful enygngements
o o . . o
on their behalf, it was a proof of his remembrance of them ;
it belng expressive of his mindfulness of them, and his
faithfulness unto them. His fulfilling his mercy and his
truth towards the house of Israel, wmade way for his per-
forming his promises concerning the elect awong the Gen-
tiles. Muany of them have seen the salvation of our God.
And before time is closed, we conceive from various pro-
phecies and promises, the gospel of salvation will be ex-
tended to the ends of the earth.

V. 4. Make a joyful moise unto the Lord, all the earth :
make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.

There cannot be a greater blessing sent to any people,

tace, or natiun, state, or kingdom, than the gospel of Christ.

t can never be too highly prized; it can never be too
gladly received, The Jewish church, under the tcaching
of the Holy Spirit, foresecing the Lord Jesus Christ would
be sent in the preaching of the gospel, sooner or later,
throughout the earth, calls for a joyful welcome and recep-
tion of it. Words are here heaped oume upon another, to
set home the subject with emphasis on the mind: Make a
Joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth. Jehovah Jesus is
your blesser. He will ble:s you by turning you fiom your
iniquities. You are to see the salvation of our God; you
are to enjoy every grace and blessing of the same; his whole
heart is to be opencd unto you; the bowels of his mercy are
to be exercised on you; the uusearchable riches of him in
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,
are 10 be set before you. As it will be so, express your-
selves thus: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praises
These expressions denote an exuberance of holy and spiri-
tual joy.

V. 5. Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the harp,
and the voice of a psalm.

In the peblic worship of God at Jerusulem, at offering
the burnt offering, the song of the Lord began, and trum-
pets sounded, barps, flutes, cymbals, and cornets were
played, and all which could excite proper sentiments con-
cerning Christ, as expressed in the Psalm used, together
with the most complete harmony of vocal music, was done
to make the Lord’s praise glorious. In reference to all this,
the Old Testament calls on the New Testament church, to
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éxpress h.erself to the very uttermost, in giving Chuist glo-
tious praise.

V. 6. With trumpets and sound of cornet make a Jjoyful noise
before the Lord, the King. ’

This is a continuation of the former call, to shew how in-
tent Old Tegtament saints were, that Christ should be
praised and magnified by bis believing people amongst the
Gentiles. There was subject matter set before them which
dewnanded all this; free and full, present and everlasting
salvation ; his complete conquest, triumphs, and victories.
The saints who thus express 3\emselves would have all this
done, as in the presence of Christ. And with the utmost
elevation of heart and voice, make a joyful noise unto the
Lord, the King. Whcn we enter into the praises of Christ,
we know not where to stop. Itissohere. It had been said,
and others had been called for, saying to them ; Makea
Joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth : make a loud noise, and
rejoice, and sing praise. Sing unto the Lord with the harp;
with the harp, and the voice ¢f a Psalm. With trumpets and
sound of a cornet make a joyful noise before the Lord, the
King. Yet not being perfectly satisfied with this, an address
is made to the sea, the world, to them that dwell therein, tq
the floods, to the hills, to join in one grand concert to be
joyful in the Lord, and praise him. It was just the same,
and almost in the same words, in the three last verses of the
96th Psalm.

V. 7. Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof ; the world,
and they that dwell therein.

There is in the roaring of the sea, that which is most
solemnly awful and majestic. The fulness of the sea hath
an immensity in it. The world as a globe, and stored with
jnhabitants who are on the surfuce of it, in all these the
wisdom, the power, the goodness, the continual susteata-
tion of these, are so many proofs of Christ’s essential powey
snd Godliead. Let these bow, adore, and according to their
manner express their homage to him, as the universal Lord,
aud King of the whole creation.

V. 8. Let the floods clap their hands: let the Lills be joyful
together.

Let these clap palms, a token of joy and victory ; let the
hills join in one grand act of joyful acknowledgment of
praise to the Lord Jesus Christ, acknowledging, in their
way, hin as the Creator and sustainer of them.

. 9. Before the Lord; for ke cometh to judge the earth ;
with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with
t‘qwty,
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in this very expressive joyful way and manner all crea-
tures, all things, animate and inimate, are called upon to
express their joy before the Lord. Who by sendi‘n% his
gospel throughout the universal globe, and filling its inhabi-
tants with the glorious light and knowledge of the same, it
will produce an universal change, such as will call for per-
petual praise. Then it will be sung as it ought, Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power : for
thou hyast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and
were created, Rev. iv.1]. Thus [ end my explanation of
this Psalm.

PSALM THE NINETY-NINTH.

In this Psalm we have the kingdom of Christ as the sub-
ject matter of it. His gracious resence with his church is
very particularly noticed. He dwelleth between the che-
rubims to protect his people, and to oppose his enemies.
This he does by his greatness and boliness. The church is
called upon to worship at his footstool, which is holy: he
is the most holy. Saints are called upon to exalt him, as
their forefathers had done.

V. 1. The Lord reigneth ; let the people tremble: he sitteth
between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.

This is the last Psalm which begins thus, The Lord
reigneth. It is a good motto on all occasions for the church
and people of God. It hath been, it is, it will be sufficient to
bear up the mind under all soris of trials which may come
on the saints of the Most High from outward persecutions.
It is ali-sufficient when the judgments of God are visibly to
be seen by the tokens of his wrath on the inhabitants on the
earth. When the vials of Christ’s wrath are poured out on
Antichrist, and all the kingdoms which belong to him, it will
be the consolation of saints, that The Lord reigneth. When
it shall be pronounced, The kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, it will be
added, And he shall reign for ever and ever. Yea, heis to be
worshipped by his church, who will say, We give thee thanks,
O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come ;
because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast
reigned. And the nations were angry, and t{:y wrath is come,
and the time of the dead, that they ;}?ould be judged, and that
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the Ipraphct_s, and
to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and greats
and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth, Rev, xi.
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17, 18. So that the enemies of Christ, sinners and un-
godly men, may well tremble at his reign. He being omni-
scient, omnipresent, uund omauipotent: he sijteth between
the cherubims, whose wings, stretched out, formed an al-
cove, between which the Man in God, the Second in the
Essence, shone forth in his personal glory. llere he dwelt;
here he reigned. So that saints at the time this Psalm was
written migh't well say, He that sitteth on the cherubims
reigneth. "This was the glory of the church ; this was its
secority. The whole respecting this is so fully expressed by
the'prophet Ezekiel, that I will quote it, althoagh | huve here-
tofore, as this is the Jast Psalm in which we shall have any
occasion for it. And above the firmament that was over their
keads (he is speaking of the cherubims) was the likeness of «
throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the
likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of
man above upon it. And I saw as the colour of amber, as the
appearance of fire round about within it, from the appearance
of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins
even downward, 1 saw as it were the appearance of fire, and
1t had brightness round about. As the appearance of the bow
that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance
of the brightness round about. This was the appearance qf the
likeness of the glory of the Lord, Ezek.i.26—28. Com-
pare this with what I expressed, and it will cast light
thereon.

V.. The Lord is great in Zion; and he is high above all
people.

He is great in his church; he dwelleth in his charch; he
is too strong for all her enemies; he will stir up his wrath
against them, should they stir up themselves agaiust him
and his saints ; he is the bead of his church; the defender
of it.

V. 8. Let them praise thy great and terrible name ; for it is

holy.

')Zhe sanctuary or temple was holy, it being the seat of
God’s worship, and a memorial of Christ. 'The place where
the ark, with its mercy-seat and cherubims of glory was
placed, was called the Holy of Holies. Here was the resi-
dence of the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts. Such
therefore as worshipped him, who is the Most Holy, shoulil
under proper views of him praise his great and terrible, or
glorioys name, for it is holy. As God is stroug in wrath to
punish his enemies, so he is strong in power to defend his
church. So it follows in the next words:

V. 4. The king’s strength alsa loveth judgment; thou dost
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f].stabgislz equity, thou executest judgment and rightcousness i
acob.

The Lord who reigneth, before whom the people, his ene-
mies, may well tremble. He who sitteth between the che-
rubims, gefore whose glorious appearance and majesty the
earth, and the dwellers on it, may well be moved : even the
self-existing Essence, who in the person of Christ God-
man, is great in Zion, and high above all the people; before
whom it well becomes all who worship bim to praise his
great and terrible name, which is holy; he is everlasiing
strength. He loveth his people; he loveth to exercise his
trath and judgments towards them; he loveth to establish
equity towards, and amongst them; he loveth to execute
Judgment and righteousness in Jacob, on their behalf, for
their benefit ; to shew his goodness unto them, and his dis-
{)leasure against their enemtes. This he doth as their king;

liis is one of the blessings of his reign. It is in consequence
of this they may well rejoice in saying, The Lord reigneth.

V. 5. Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at ‘his foot-
stool ; for he [or, it] is holy.

The Lord’s footstool, when this Psalm was written, was the
mercy-seat. He was above it; he shone forth between the
cherubims ; his very footstool was holy ; therefore such s
approached him were to consider this. 'Whilst none en-
tered the sanctuary or temple but priests, nor any entered
the Holiest of All but the high priest, yetall the people
worshipped, looking toward this west end, where the divine
Majesty took up his residence. Ience the propriety of the
expression, Eralt ye the Lord our Gid, and worship at his
Jootstool ; for he is holy. The holy Three in Jesus Christ is
the Lord our God. To exalt the Lord our God, is to glorify
him with our bodies and souls, which are his. To give the
Three in Jehovah the whole glory, for all the grace ex-
pressed in election, salvation, effectual calling, final perse-
verance, znd cternal glorification. This cannot be better
performed than at God’s foorstool, under proper apprehen-
sions of what was designed by the Lord himself by the ark,
the propitiatory, and cherubim, which contained the whole
gospel of the blessed God.  And we only by the true know-
ledge of the mysteries contained in these figures and sym-
bols can worship the Lord, and exalt him as the Lord
our God.

V. 6. Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel amon
them that call upon his name ; they called upon the Lord, an
he answered them.

These persons were very particularly engaged on some
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Yery s ecial occasion in calling on the Lord in prayer on the
behalf of the people of Israel, and were answered. Moses
and Aaron were principal men among the priests who
called on the Lorzf Moses was of the tribe of Levi, and
officiated as a priest when Aaron and his sons were invested
into the priesthood. Aaron and his sons ministered in the
sanctuary. These prayed for the people; they likewise
blessed them. But though Moses and Adaron are here spoken
of as among the priests, the principal men, and Samuel
amongst the prophets, as peculiar in their calling on the
Lord in prayer, whom he heard and answered; yet the par-
ticular reference seems to be to Moses and Samuel, who
both became intercessors on the behalf of Israel, and the
Lord heard them. Moses prayed for the people, when they
siuned in the idolatry of the calf, Exodus xxxii. 11. He
also prayed for them, when they murmured on account of
the false report the spies gave coneerning the land of pro-
mise. See Numbers xiv. Moses and Aaron both prayed
for the people. See Numbers xvi. 22. Samuel prayed for
the people. See 1 Sam. vii. 9. chap. xii. 19—23. Moses and
Samuel are noted for their intercession with God. See Jer.
xv. 1. These called on the Lord, und he heard them. There-
fore the prophet, from these examples, would encourage the
ehurch to do the same.

V. 7. Hespuke unto them in the cloudy pillar : they kept his
destimonies, and the ordinance that he gave them.

The Lord himself was in the cloudy pillar. He spake to
Moses and Aaron out of it. What he commanded them,
they attended unto; they kept his testimonies, and the or-
dinance that he gave them; they prayed, and were heard;
they called on the Lord, and he answered thewm.

V. 8. Thou answeredst them, O Lord our God: thou wast
a God that forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of
their inventions.

The people for whom Moses prayed, as recorded in
Exodus xxxii. 14, &c. And in Numbers xiv. 20, &c. Yet
God brake forth in wrath against them. So Moses and
Aaron, though priests and saints of the Most High, and high
in God’s favour and esteem, yet they both died in the wil-
derness. And the lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because
ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of
Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the
land which I have given them, Numbers xx. 12.. Thus the
Lord heard, and answered, Moses, Aaron, Samuel; but he put
up with no one sin ef theirs, so as to conunive, or wink at.it ;

“either in them, or others. Yet he acted towards them as «
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mighty God; as a sin-forgiving God ; he took away thelr
sin; he took away the curse due to their sin. Still be so
corrected for it, and visited, as to take vengeance on their
mventions, though not so as to express his wrath on their
persons ; but on their sinful inventions, I conceive the words
most particularly belong to the Israelites, who sinned at
Horeb, and afterwards in the wilderness. That though they
had been prayed for, and prayer was heard and answered on
their behalf, it did not extend itself any further than some
prolongation of their chastisement, for their carcases fell in
the wilderness.

V. 9. Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy hill;
Jor the Lord our God s holy.

Thus the prophet having set forth the reign, the king-
dom, and power of Christ; how great he is in Zion; how
high above all the people; that his name is great and ter-
rible; that he is holy; that his strength is exercised on the
behalf of his people, he calls on them to exsalt the Lord
their God, to worship at his footstool, it being holy. He
then mentions how profitable this is for themselves, and
others; setting before them the persons of Moses, daron,
and Samuel, who cnlled on the Lord, and were heard, and
answered by him; that he spake to Moses and Aaron vut
of the cloudy pillar ; and to Samuel, it is probable, the Lord
spake by an aundible voice ; that these kept his testimonies,
and the law which he gave them. To which is added, that
he answered them as the Lord our God; he stood in the
same relation to them he does to us; he forgave them; yet
be took vengeance on the people for their inventions. i]e
then concludes the whole of this subject with the same
words which had been before expressed in the 5th verse.
Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy hill; for
the Lord our God is holy. Thus ends this Psalm—in ex-
horting saints to follow the example of their believing pre-
decessors to cleave unto the Lord with full purpose of%iea‘rt,
and to worship him as Jehovah our God, under a full sense
and conviction that he the Lord our God is holy.

PSALM THE HUNDREDTH.

A Psalm of Praise, Thus it is entitled.

In this most divine hymn an exhortation is given, and the
whole church of Christ, both Jews and Gentiles, who know
and believe on him, are called upon to praise him. There
is motive sufficient forall this in his greatness and goodness,



293

and truth. This in an especial manner is to be done in the
great congregation. We are called upon to consider the
relation he stands in to us; he is the Lord God that hath
made us; be is our Shepherd; we are his people, and the
sheep of his pastare; we are under these considerations
called upon to praise him most cheerfully. This is the out-
line of the subject.

V. 1. A psalm of praise.—Make a joyful noise unto the
Lord, all ye lands.

The Old Testament saints were so used, in theit public
worship, to express their thanksgivings with all the powers
of vocal and instrumental music, and this so very loud and
sonorous, to express hereby their deep and grateful sense of
God’s love of tEem in Christ, and of their gratitude to him
for his salvation, that when they here, and elsewhere, call
upon others to sing the Lord's song, they frequently express
the same by making a loud sound, a loud noise, or a joyful
noise. Confess ye unto the Lord: exercise your minds oa
the revelation Jeaovah has made of all his persons, in the

lan of salvation: express your gratitude to Jak the Saviour:
join with us in his high praises.
. 2. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his pre-
sence with singing.

He has removed all our sins; he is our everlasting life,
perfection, and blessedness; it is in him we are beloved,
accepted, and shall be glorified, There is nothing but glad-
ness of heart for all that know him, and have communion
with him. Serve him therefore with us; let it be with glad-
ness of heart; for his service is the most perfect freedom ;
you may come before bim most freely; with holy boldness;
you may by faith enter into the Holiest of All; you may
present your persons in his most immediate presence ; you
may do this with singing, and making melody in your hearts
to the Lord.

V. 3. Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is ke that hatk
made us, and not we ourselves: we are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture.

This is a truth absolutely necessary for us to have the
knowledge of, that the Lord he is God ; that he is the Lord
our God; that he is our maker; our preserver; our up-
holder; that he made us by creation, which was his own
act; it was a sovereign act; that we did not come into be-
ing and existence but by the Lord alone ; he made us; we
did not make ourselves; he formed the body of the first man
out of the dust of the ground, and we received our perso-
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nalities and bodies from him, through the-chanuel of genés
ration ; the soul, the inhabitant of the body, is created in it
One speaking of it says, “ It is created by God; infused by.
him into the body; of nothing made something; and what
something, but an excellent work, hefitting such an excellent
workman ¢ We were made by the Lord God'in Adam ; we
are anew created by the Lord God, and made new creatures
in Christ Jesus. Hereby we are manifested to be the Lord’s
by our high, noble, new, and spiritual birth ; we are his peo-
ple; loved by him in Christ from everlasting ; hie was set
up as our Shepherd from the days of eternity ; he became
our Shepherd, and laid down his life for us; be calls us by
name; he brings us nigh by his blood ; he works a new crea-
tion within us ; he makes known himself to us; he makes us
acquainted with, so that we know ourselves, that we are the
sheep of his pasture. Under these blessed views and ap-
prehensions of the subject, the prophet invites and calls for
a full congregration to come, and make a joyful noise before
the Lord ; 10 come and serve the Lord with gladness ; te
come into his immediate presence, to worship him, with
singing.
.4. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his

courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

As the Lord’s beloved, as the sheep of Christ’s pasture,
as washed in his blood, as ciotbed in his righteousness, s
supplied out of his fulness, as fed by his bounty, on himself,
the bread of God, the bread of life, the bread of heaven,
come before him in public worship, and freely and fully
acknowledge all this. Enter into his courts with thanks-
giviug; and into his gates with praise. It well becomes
you so to doj the gates are set open for you; the courts
are ready to receive you: Lnier into his gates with thanks-
giving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name. You can never be sufficiently thankfol
for whbat he is to us; for what he hath done for you, nor
what he hath done in ycu. Be thankful to him; he is the
author of all the good in you. All within you of your own,
is sin and hell. Bless his name for bis relation to you; for
his care of you; for all the blessings he has most graciously;
freely, and fully bestowed on you.

V. 5. For the Lord is good : his mercy is everlasting : and
his truth endureth to all generations.

The Lord Jesus Christ is good to his people; his mercy
is everlasting ; bis truth expressed in the everlasting gospel
will never be nullified; he remaineth she same for ever.
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His church may well at all times, and in all places, and
especially in the public worship of his name, be full of his
pruise. May it be even so with us. Amen.

PSALM THE HUNDRED AND FIRST.

A Psalm of David.

1t describes the true David, our Lord Jesus Christ, in his
dedication of himself to the Lord, aund his service. How
he would cenduct himself in his house tbe church. He
would shew his prudence in the government of his church,
both toward saint and sinner. In tlie issue he would most
effectually root out the wicked.

V. 1. 4 Psalm of David. I willsing of mercy and judg-
ment : wuto thee, O Lord, will I sing.

Our most adorable Lord is here addressing the divine
Foawtier, giving an account of the administration of his
government and office. It required a dispensation of mercy
and of judgment. He was qualified for this exercise by
the divine Father who had appointed him, and given all
judgment unto him: That all men should honour the Son,
emen as the Father, Joha v. 25. To shew how much the
Medlator delighted in doing the will of him that appointed
him, he says, { will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee,
O Lord, will I sing. ile then professeth his dedication of
himself to the Lor,:ig

V. 2. I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way: O when
wilt thou come unto me? 1 will walk within my house with a
pewﬁect heart.

e bad in the everlasting covenant given up himself en-
tirely to the Father’s will, and engaged to become the
Father’s servant : he was devoted in hoedy and soul, in heart
and will, to the observance of all this; he sets about it with
the most cheerful alacrity. The way in which bhe was to
ayalk was a perfect one; he was to behave himself wisely in
it; he breathes out his mind after communion with the
Lord whilst he was walking in this way; he professes his
stedfastness in his determination to walk in this way:
I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way: O when wilt
thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect
heart. Who could ever speak thus but the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was perfection? Surely none. His church was
his house; he attended to all the concerns of it; he, from
the divine Father, appointed all the ordinances of it; he
walked vp to the utmost of all contained in his Father's

YOL, I1. Q
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divine will ; it was with a petfect heart. There was nothing
commanded, or implied in the will of him that sent him,
but he most closely, personally, and particularly attended
unto.

V. 8. I'will set no wicked thing be{ore mine eyes: I hate
the work of them that turn aside ; it shall not cleave to me.

Christ was perfectly pure; he had no sin in him; he set
no wicked thing before him; his eyes were never tainted
with the least impurity : he had inherent in his mind, a per-
fect hatred of all sin, of every sort and kind; he bated the
work of them which turned aside from the paths of purity,
holiness and obedience; no such evils as these did by any
means, or in the least measure, cleave to him; no, he was
holy, harmless and undefiled; he was all this in heart, lip,
life; he was all this inherently, practically and perseveringly.

V.a. 4 kfroward heart shall depart jiom me: I will not
know a wicked person.

No. He was separated from sinners; he was higher than
the heavens; he was in every sense, in church and state,
in every relation in which he stood, a mirror of perfec-
tion; an ensample for his church. He here makes a pro-
fession of his iategrity before Jehovah, before whom he
walked, that we hereby might take into our minds the
purity of his heart; the righteousness of his life; the inte-

rity of his will; his hatred of all sin; his reproof for it;
is own carriage in his church; he connives at no one sin,
be it in saints or sinners, either in professors or profane.

V. 5. Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will 1
cut off : him that hatk an high look, and a proud heart, wilt
not 1 suffer.

A backbiter, or calumniator, is a great sinner. The He-
brew doctors say, such an one hath a threefold tongue; he
hurteth three therewith. 1. Himself, by his sin: 2. His
neighbour, whom he corrupteth: 3. The receiver of the
tale, who is also corrupted thereby. 1 conceive the words
are predictive of Judas Iscariot: he had a froward heart;
he was 8 wicked person; he acted a deceitful part; he
privily slandered his neighbour he had an high look ; he
had a proud heart; he was cut off, and cast out of the visible
pale of the church, and that by Christ himself. Who
uttered these words of excommunication concerning him:
If a map abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire,
and they are burned, John xv. 6. Christ would not suffer
his continnance in the church any longer.

V. 6. Minc eyes shall be upon: tie Sfaithful of the land, that
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¥hry may dwell with me: ke that walketh in o perfect way, he
shull serve me.

Christ’s eyes tre as flames of fire: he seatcheth the heart,
he trieth the reits.  The faithful in the land of Judea, who
cleaved to him in his incarnate state, were his peciliar cate
he irotecred them, he kept his eyes on them{ bie was theit
rock, their shadow, their defence} they dwelt in him, acd
he dwelt in them; they walked in him, they walked before
him, by faith. He had bestowed on them a believing heatt.
They inew and acknowledged themselves to be his ser-
vants, and they walked in the way which he had prescribed
for them. He was their way; he was their end; he was
their all. 'To distinguish the true disciples from the false,
and from Judas the traitor, it is here said by Messiah, Ae
that walketh in @ perfect way, he shall serve me; whichisa
promise of perseverance.

V. 7. He that workeih deteit shall not dwell within my
house: he that telleth lie shall not tarty in my sight.

1 consider all this, in u very special manner, 4s belonging
to Judas the apostate; he was a deceiver, he worked deceit;
for a season he was in Christ’s house; the villain was &
thief—a liar. These words, and the former, may be coms
pared with what Christ spoke congerning him, as recorded
by John : Hace not I chasen you twelve, und one of you és a
devil? He spake of Judas Iscariot the som of Simon: for he
ot twas thal shoutd betray him, being one of the twelve, chap.
vi. 70, 71.—Ye are clean, but not all. For ke knew who should
betray him, therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. I speak
not of you all: 1 know whom I have chosen: but that the
scripture may be fulfilled, He thut eateth bread with me, hath
lifted up Ais heel against me. Jesus when he had ﬁpped the
sop, gave it to Judas Lscariot, the son of Simon. And after
the sop, Satan entered intv him. He then having received the
90p, went immediately oat 3 and it was night. Therefore when
ke was gone out, Jesus suid, Now is the Son of man glorified,
and God is glorified in him, chap. xiii. 10, 18, 26, 30, 3L
X think these scriptures combine to cast light on the Psalm,
and the interpretation given of it.

V. 8. 1 will early destroy all the wicked of the land: that
I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the Lord.

I look on these words as & prophecy of what would come
6n the Jewish enemies of Christ, after his resarrection from
the dead. They were desiroyed and cut off, and cast out
of the land of Judea, and from Jerusalem the city of the
Lord; and it wes in viudictive wrath; and this wrath was

Qe



executed upon them by Christy it was suddenly and irre-
sistibly done. The event took place about forty years after
Christ’s ascension. Thus the will of Christ, the word of
Christ, and the judgments of Christ towards his enemies,
are immutable; and are execoted, because not a word
spoken by him can fall to the ground. The Lord teach us
to profit hereby. Amen. So be it, O Eord.

PSALM THE HUNDRED AND SECOND.

A Prayer of the afflicted, [or, as one renders it, Fot him who
was responsible for iniquity,] when he is overwhelmed,
and poureth out his ¢omplaint before the Lord.

This is a very instructive and tmportant title. It seems
to have been endited, and written under the special influence
of the Holy Spirit, and designed to set forth the case and
state of the church of Christ during the Babylonish cap+
tivity. The prophet utters himself in a very importonate
and complaining manaer: he taketh comfort in the eternity
of God : the mercies of the Lord are recorded: the faith of
the church is sustained by the contemplation of the un-
changeablerress of Jehovah. This is a general outline of
it. Some say the Psalm belongs to Christ. I do not think
so. Christ is the person in Jefrovah who is here addressed.
His Godhead and eternity are fully expressed in it. He, as
the creator of heaven and earth—bhis immutability—his
folding up the heavens like a worn-eut garment—the heas
vens and the earth perishing at his second coming :—when
his seed, his church, shall dwell with him in bliss for ever—
are most assuredly subjects treated of in this most sacred por-
fion of the word. The apostle quotes the 25th, 26th, and
27th verses of this Psalm, and applies the same to Christ,
Hebrews i. 10—i2; and by it proves Jesus to be Jehovah,
and unchangeable.

V. 1. A4 prayer of the afflicted, when ke is overwhelmed,
and pouretiJ out his complaint before the Lord. Hear my
prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto thee.

t seems this Psalm was designed as the Prayer of Hab-
akkuk, recorded in his third echapter, to be of use and sers
vice to the whole ¢burchr of God, to convey iustruction
unto them, and teach them how to express themselves
before the Lord, when aflicted and overwhelmed in sorrow
and distress. The ehurch of God cannot be conceived to
bave ever been in greater distress, than when under the
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Bubylonish eaptivity, It being then that they were abso-
lute{y without all the ordinances of divine worship; their
temple being burnt, and its sacrifices discontinued. So that
the faithful in Christ Jesus, might well bave their case,
feelings, and sorrows, personified, as they are here before us,
one speaking in the name of, and for them all. They were
afflicted; they were overwhelmed: so was Christ their
head and surety, when he, as by his suretyship engage-
ments on their behalf, stood up as the one responsible for
their iniquity, aad made his soul an offering for sin. He
was afflicted in body and mind; he was overwhelmed with
all the sorrows coniained in the curse and wrath of God
due to sin; he poured out his complaint before the Lord.
So that I do not say but many parts of this Psalm may be
applied unto him ; yet I do not see hew the whole suits him,

he church was in her captivity, aflicted, and overwhelmed
with grief and sorrow ; she poureth out her complaiat before
the Lord. You and I may be in various cases of affliction
we may at times be overwhelmed with the same: it will be
well with us if we act as the prophet here doth. I never
in the whole of my life got any good by carrying my
afliction, or speaking when overwlrelmed with sorrow, to
any one; no, ﬁst it be a saint of ever so great a degree in
the school of Christ. When I have poured out my com-
%laint before the Lord, I have. Blessed be his name for it.

hese words, Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry coma
unto thee, are the introductory part of the yrayer, and so
are the words contained in the next verse. Jehovah in the
person of the Son, is the object of worship: it is he who
is here addressed. This will most evidently appear when
we come to the @4th, 25th, 26th, and 27th verses.

V. 2. Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in
trouble, incline thine ear unto me: in the day when I call,
answer me speedily.

There is vast importunity expressed in this, as also in the
former verse. Audience with the Lord, the ear of the Lord,
his attention to the ory of the petitiouner, are very importu-
nately called for: that he would not hide his face, nor
reject the church in her present trouble; that he would be
all ear, and speedily answer ; this is the subject of these
two first verses. VVYe see from hence, the church always
prays best when most afflicted, and overwhelmed in distress,
sorrow, and affliction.

V. 8. For my days are consumed like smoke : and my bones
are burnt as ¢n hearth.
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Thus the prophet expresseth the caso and distress of the
church; this iz the reason he is so full of prayer on her
bebalf; it is on this acceunt he is 10 bold and importunsto
on her hehalf Smoke is a vapour which proceedeth from
fire, and it vanisheth inia air, The hearth on which the
fire consumeth the woad or fuel cast on it, is generally very
black, Sa the saints and church of Christ, at the time this
prayer was offered up for them, were such as no words could
fully express, Their duys were gone speedily: nothing but
sorraw and confusion in their minds; their badies and minds
were so swallowed up in views of their affliction, and over~
whelming distress, they knew of no better metaphors ta
express the same by,

4. My heart 1s smitten, and witkered like grass: so that
I farget to eat my bread,

This is a further expression of the overwhelming distress
of the mind, A view and apprehension of the sorrowful,
suffering, and afflicted state and case of the church of
Christ, so swallowed up the prophet’s mind, that his heart
was sorely smitten with grief. His very flesh withered,
just as grass doth when scorched by the sun, Such impres
sions had grief made o his mind, he forgot his daily food;
he bad no heart to take it; yea, Christ the bread of life,
he did not at times, and now at these distressing ones with
which he was exercised, he forgat him, so as that he did
not coustantly feed on him, e found this was the trath
of his present case and experience.

V. 5. By reason of the voice of my groaning, my dones
¢leave to my skin.

The distress of an aflicted mind when averwhelmed with
grief, is most pathetically expressed and spoken out here,
The church was in trouble ; the prophet personates her;
she is aflicted, he describes 1he same ; she is overwhelmed,
he sets it forth : she betakes herself to the Lord, and pours
out ber heart before bim; the prophet recards the same;
he speaks it out for her, Her days ave cousumed: they
are comparable to smoke; her bones are burned as black as
an hearth: her heary is smitten; she is withered in body
and mind ; she is like scorched grass: she can not attend
to food either for body or mind : mo voice or sound is heard
from her but that of groaning: she iz skin and hanes: she
is all grief; she is nothing but grief, When or whese shall
we find such a doleful account of the churgh ef Chiist as
this, elsewhere in all the bible, except in she lamentations
of Jeremiah? Does it not therefore clearly appear, tt is to
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poiat out the temendous sorrows, and overwhelming griefs
of mind, the real saints under that dispensation were the
subjects of ? 1 think so.

V. 6. I am like a pelican of the wilderness: ¥ am like an
owl of the desert.

As the formter verses expressed the afflictions and over-
whelming sorrows of the mind, this and the following are
expressive of the lonely and solitary state and case ot the
church, during this period in Babylon. The pelican isa
bird which dweleth in the wilderness, in desolate places;
it vomiteth up shell fishes which it before devoured. The
owl dwelleth in deserts, it maketh a doleful noise; it flieth
not right forth, but thwart-wise; it flies in the twilight, or
dark evening. The church compares herself, and sorrowful
lonely state, to these.

V. 7. I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon thé house-
top.

,:t bird well known by us; it will sit alone upon the house-
top; it hath a black throat, and brown temples. It seems
they were ordinary food among the Jews, and were sold
two for a farthing, or five for two farthings; see Matt. x. 29;
Luke xii. 6. To mark an afflicted state, the Psalmist says
here, I watch, und am as a sparrow alone upon the house-top.
Solitary and alone in my condition and misery, sorrow and
distress.

V. 8. Mine enemies reproach me all the day : and they that
are mad against me, are sworn against me.

This was a sore afiliction to the church ; to be reproached
by her enemies all the day; to bear and endure the insults
of her adversaries; for they to cast it in her teeth, and ask
her, Where is now thy God? For these who were mad with
rage against her, to be in sworn confederacy against her, to
root up if possible the remembrance of her from the earth.

V. 9. For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my
drink with weeping.

A further expression of the very distressed state of the
church. She was now conformed to her great Lord and
head in her aflictions. So that many parts of this Psalm
will bear a resemblance to our Lord’s sorrows and distresses.
How the church came into this state, and the cause why
she was left for a season in it, are confessed by the prophet
in the next words.

V. 10. Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for
thou hast lifted me up, and cast me down.

I have frequently observed in commenting on the Psalms,
that some expressions in them must be confined to the
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Jewish church, and the outward state that it was in. It mest
be so here. It was national sin and national idolatry weme
the cause of their captivity. The real saints of the most
high God suffered, and were carried into captivity as well
as others of the Jewish people. [t was the fruit of God’s
indignation, for the feglect and contempt cast on his holy
laws, worship, and ordinances, that they were visited. Because
of thine indignation and thy wrath against the nation on
whom thy name is culled, and amongst whom theu hast
planted thy church and ordinances, it is that I am in my
present state and circumstances. For thou hast lifted me
up ; made me-as thy church, the very glory and defence of
the people of the Jews; and in thy most righteous indig-
nation, thou hast cast me down ; and I cannot be lower.

V. 11. My days are like a shadow that declineth: and- I
nm-withered like grass.

As the shadow of the sun when it is near down, which,
though it seem long, soon passeth away, so are my days;
they quickly pass; 1 am in body and mind shrivelled up ¢
1 am the subject of sorrow and misery; I am overwhelmed
init; I am overwhelmed with it. None, O Jehovah, cad
help or succour me, but thou only. Whilst I have been
speaking out my griefs before thee, and pouring out my
prayer unto thee, aund thereby have emptied myself by ex-
pressing my complaints, vet even this hath not afforded
me relief; no. 1 must get above all this, by remembering
who and what thou art: my case is as I have expressed it
before thy divine majesty; nor can [ alter it; nor can I
raise myself above it; nor will my present complaints re-
lieve me : no, I must enter on another subject; 1 must con-
template thy eternity and mercy.

V. 12. But thow, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, and thy
remembrance unto all generations.

The consideration of what Jehovah is in his essenee, per-
sons, perfections—in his will, love, covenant, word, oath,
and pramise in Christ, to his church and people, is an all-
sufficient foundatton to sustain the faith and hepe of his
people, in every state, case, time, and circumstance they can
possibly be in. The eternity of Christ is a blessed support
to a spiritual mind. The churchvbad being and existence
in him from everlasting ; he was the head, the life, the secu-
nty of his church betore the world was. Fhen says the
prophet here, in this | will set up my rest; here is enough
1 this to lift me up above and beyond all my present dis~
tress: But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, and thy re-
membrance unto alt generations., All succeeding saints will
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#nd thee to be to them what thou art, as Jehovsh their
God. It must be so. I will therefore dwéll on this; it
opens a pleasing prospect to my view; I will no longer dweil
on my distressed case; but look forward to the fulfilment
of thy purF)ses and promises concerning me.

V. 18. Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion; for
the time to favour her, yea, the set time is come.

The seventy years are almost expired; the deeree will
soon go forth: the church will depart out of Babylon:
Jerasalem will be rebuilt: the vessels of the Lord’s house
will be restored: the temple will be built on its former site:
and the worship of God and his ordinances restored also.
It must be so. -But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever, and
thy remembrance unto all generations. Thou shalt arise, und
have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set
time is come. Thus the prophet, from the consideration of
Jehovah’s eternity and his mercy, begins to speak concern-
ing what the Lord would be to and do for Zion. He would
exert himself on her behalf ; he would have mercy on her;
he would manifest his favour unto her; the time for this
was fixed in bis own eternal mind; it was certified in the
written prophecies when it should be. From comparing
scripture with scripture, it was evident to the prophet the
set time was come. This carried off the mind of the pro-
phet from all his most doleful complaints, so that he pursues
quite a fresh subject.

V. 14. For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and
Sfavour the dust thereof.

Jerusalem and the temple were one heap of dust and
ruins; yet they were places the Lord had sanctified with
his presence, and the memorials and ordinances of his grace.
1t was therefore a pleasure to his saints, upon their restoration
from Babylon to: Judea, to take pleasure in digging the
stones out of therubbish, and expressing their pleasure in
building the house of the Lord. This would be taken notice
of by others.

V. 15. So the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord: and
all the kings of the earth thy glory.

This great event would strike terror and awe into the
minds of the heathen, so that they should not frustrate this
good work. The kings of the earth, such as the kings of

ersia—should be friendly to the Jews, and even encourage
them to go on in this good work; as Cyrus and Artaxerxes
did. I am pet going into a full opening of the spiritual
glory of these t?lings, 1 want only to keep to the natural
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meaning of these words before us, as my desigo is to give
the ontward sense of them.

V. 16. When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear:
in his glory.

None but Jehovah Father, Son, and Spirit, could build
up Zion, Whepo he did this, in the event, ard at the 1ime
here referred to, he did appear in his glory, in the fulfil-
mant of his promise. It wus, if I may s0 say, a fresh edition
of his grace: it was as it were a fresh testimony of his gra-
cious favour to his saints, and a fresh evidence to their faith.
that he would send his Chyist unto them, who would actuall
be incarnate before the second temple should be destroyed.
All this glory was expressed, and all this glory of the incom.
prehensible Three in the essential Essence, shone forth, in
building up Zion, by the restoration of God’s worship at
Jernsalem, whether it was apprehended or not.

V. 17. He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not
despise their prayer.

e saints of God are never destitute, in the best of
senses. They are, they may be so, in their own views, and
also in the view of others. Ii seems here the expression
concerns the very low estate the church of Christ was in
when in Babylon, and whilst without the public and insti-
tuted worship of the Lord, as a church of Christ, Yet in
their destitute state, and whilst under the most severe
scourge of the reproachful tongues of their enemies, yet
they could not but cry out unto the Lord; they found him
neur and accessible unto them., This is therefore said for
the glory of his name, and for the encouragement of others:
He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise
their prayer. This s very suppotting to & praying mind:
this is worthy of being thought on by all saints.

V. 18. This shall be writien for the generation to come;
and the people which shall be created, shall praise the Lord.

I conceive here a new subject is begun. That these words
irply the Psalm contains a prophecy; that a command is
here given for writing it, that it might be kept in remem-
brance for ages to come: to be &8 memorial of what the Lord
is, and ever will be uato his church.  Such of his as are
avew created in Christ Jesus, and brought into a new state ;
such of them as may be raised up, and restored from the
most low and abject state saints can possibly be in; such
as being created in Christ Jesus unto good works; even
such as are called ont of darkness into his mervellous
light, shall all praise the Lord—one generation after an-
mbher, down to tfxe end of time. What he was in his eter-
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nltyand mercy to hischurch, in all pass ages, cireomstances,
distresses, oppositions gad persecutions; ~that he will be to
all his saints, even down to the end of time, Let this there-
fore be writtea and recorded; it is so in the word of God.
This is sealed by the joint ratification of the eternal Three
in the one incomprehensible Jehovah. Every living saint
is a witness of the trath of this.

V. 19. For ke hath looked down from the height of kis
sanctuary: from heaven did the Lord behold the earth.

God’s high sanctuary, with his looking dowa from the
height of it, is expressive of his looking down from heaven.
You have such words us these expressed ia prayer: Look
down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy
peaple Israel, Deut. xxvi, 15. Jehoval’s looking down
from the height of his sunctuary, or, his beholding from
heaven the earth, is here mentioned us a vast expression of
his grace. He bad looked down from heaven on his churchy
she had felt and experienced the blessed effects of this; it
wae beneficial unto ber; it had done her good; it was in
answer to the voice of her cry. Jehovah would look down
upon his people, again and again: it had been ia answer to
the voice of her cry; therefore the prophet mentions it;
that all succeeding saints, in and throughont all succeeding
generations, might celebrate the Lord’s name and praises
for the same.

V. 0. Ta hear the groaning of the prisoner; ta loose those
that are appointed ta (iatk.

This was indeed a marvellons expression of Jehovah's
grace. Many of the Lord’s prisoners in Babyloa, were
literally prisoness ; these were groaning under their sorrows
and sufferings; some of them were by their oppressors
appointed uato death. This, it may be, they expected, to
the very momeat they were set at liberty by Cyrus. The
following scriptures scewm to convey, and confivm such ideas
to, and in our minds: the Lord addresses his people in
Babylon thus: Hearken unto me, ye that kaow righteousness,
the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach
of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth
shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them
like wool: but my rightequsness shall be for ever, and my sul-
vation from generation to generation. Awake, awake, put on
st h, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days,
in the gemerotions of old. Art¢ thou mot it that hath cet
Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath
dried the sea, the waters of the great deep ; that hath made the
depths of the sea o way for the ransomed to pass wer ¢ There-
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fore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with
singing unlo Zion ; and everlasting joy shall be upon their
kead : they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and
mourning shall flee away. I, even I, am he that comforteth
you: who are thou, thal thou shouldest be afraid of a man
that shall die, and.of the son of man whick shall be made as
grass; and forgettest the Lord thy maker, that hatk stretched
forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; and
“hast feared continually every day because of the fury of the
ressor, asif he were ready to destroy? und where is the
fury of the oppressor? Isai. li. 7—13.  Many similar pas-
sages might be quoted. But these are, I conceive, sufficient
to cast light on the verse of the Psalm now before us.

V. 21. To declare the name of the Lord in Zion, and his
praise in Jerusalem.

When the people of God, by the state of Christ’s church,
were so sorely distressed as no words could fully express
their griefs; yet even then, contemplations on the eter-
nity and mercy of Christ, the church’s head, and her saviour
in time of trouble, lifted up the church to him above and
beyond the apprehension and experience of the whole she
was the subject of. What the Lord would be, and do for
Zion, opened to the view of the prophet’s mind a most glo-
rious prospect. It gave him an_ insight into prophecy;
from whence he was fully persuaded the Lord would most
assuredly raise up his church from her then present low
estate. He is fully convinced that Zion’s sons and servants
would take pleasurc in being employed in raising up her
broken frame. This leads the prophet to contemplate haw
he wonld favour Zion’s dust. He considers that the heathen,
the elect Gentiles, on this account would fear and dread to
be found out of the pale of Christ’s church. That on the
Lord’s building up ol'pZion, he would appear in his glory;
that he would attend unto the prayer of the poor destitute ;
he would not overlook their prayer; yea, and all this would,
and should, be recorded for the benefit of succeeding ages ;
that the-Lord looked down from the height of bis sanctuary,
from heaven he had beheld the earth; he had heard the
groaning of the prisoners; he had been gracious at the voice
of their cry; he bad delivered them who are appointed
unto death out of the hand of the enemy. All which would
sufficiently declare and make known the name of the Lord
imZion, apd his praise at Jerusalem.

V.22, When the people are gathered together, and the
kingdoms, to serve the Lord. .
This gathering the people, both Jews and Gentiles, out:
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of all lands into which they had been driven, was a glorious
act in God. To join elect Jews and Gentiles, and make
them one body in Christ, would be worthy of Jehovah. As
when he brought Israel out of Egypt, a mixed people fol-
lowed them ; so we may conceive, when he brought them
up from Babylon, others beside their own nation emigrated
with them. Yet, says the prophet, I also foresee the Lord
will send his Spirit and gospel unto the Gentile nations, and
gather out of them a people to his praise, who will also
come and worship the Lord in his holy mountain at Jerusa-
lem. At the sight of which I am distressed en account of
the rejection of my people the Jews.

V.23. He weakened my strength in the way; he shortened
my days.

I felt in myself, on this view of the subject, and it was to
me like the sorrowful march of the Israelites, when they
were led through the deserts of Arabia. I must most cer~
tainly confess, [ know whatsoever the Lord doth is well,
and wisely donie. Yet the rejection of the bulk of the Jewish
nation, and the introduction of the elect Gentiles in their
room and stead, most solemnly affects me. | must therefore
put up the following request on the behalf of the elect
Jewish church, and for the continuance of the state of it, as
the church of the living God. It is what hath passed in niy
mind, I will therefore thus express it:

V.24. Isaid, O my God, take me not away in the midst of
my days: thy years are throughout all generations.

Do not, O my (od, unhinge the present church state
amongst us Jews. Let it be continued uatil Messiah, the
glory of thy people lIsrael, is sent to us; let thy church
dmongst us be continued until that great event hath taken
place ; thy will is immutable; with thee there is no vari-
ableness, neither shadow of turning; thou art immutably,
and cverlastingly one. Thy years are throughout all genera-
tions. These words may be compared with the fol owing,
O Lord, I have heard thy speech, und was afraid: O Lord,
revive Lhy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the
years make known; in wrath remember mercy, Hab. iii. 2.
“This prayer is offered up on the behalf of the jewish church.
It requests the Lord would revive his work in the midst of
the years; and not suffer the whole term of the seventy years
captivity to run out without giving his saints in Babylon
some evidence of his remembrance of them, and of his pro-
mise concerning them. The prophet requests the Lord
would revive their expectation respecting. their restoration.
So [ conceive the Psalwist, in the words before us, prays,



