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verses now before us. Here is 1. Israel, or the body of the
commonwealth. 2. Aaron’s house, the ministers of the
tabernacle. 8., The fearers of Jehovah ; that is, strangers,
converts of all nations. O Israel, that is the whole body of
the people, on whom the Lord’s name was called. Trust in
the 'Ors. Trust in the Holy Ones, who exist and coexist in
the one incomprehensible Essence. Trust in the revelation
they have been Yleased to make concerning the good plea- -
sure of their will, expressed in their covenant transaction,
and which they have caused to be recorded in the scriptures
of truth. For Jehovah, in all his persons and perfections,
will and covenant, is your help and shield. Thus the pro-
phet addresseth the church.

V. 10. O house of Aaron, trust inthe Lord: he is their help
and their shield.

Whilst Aaron is mentioned, yet he having long before
this been removed to heaven, it must mean his descend-
ants and posterity. They were the priests of the Lord, and
ministered before the divine Majesty in holy things. These
are called upon to trust in the Lord. Whilst Christ was
most evidently and expressly set forth in every part of the
services they were appointed to perform, yet he would not
have them rest in the types, shadows, symbols, and memo-
rials of Christ, but go from them to him, and centre wholly
and alone in him. Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, as en-
gaged by covenant and oath, to save with an everlasting sal-
vation every one that believeth in Jesus, he is their help
and their shield.

V. 11. Yethat fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their
help and their shield.

Here all who fear the Lord, be they of what nation, king-
dom, and people they may—the whole Catholic, and uni-
versal church of Christ,: are addressed to trust in the Lord.
All saints are one in Christ Jesus; they all trust in Jehovah
for life and salvation. Ye that fear the Lord, and are en-
lightened into a saving knowledge of the way of salvation
by the Lord Jesus Christ, trust in the Lord, and go on to
honour him in, and by so doing. He is their ie]p and
shield : it is he who is the Saviour in time of trouble: he
is the shield to defend agaiast all the assaults of hell.

V.12. The Lord hath been mindful of us ; he will bless us; he
will bless the hause of Israel ; he will bless the house of Aaron.

The Psalmist here sets forth an invincible reason why the
Lord is to be blessed by the whole church, in the three
divisions he had before given of Israel, the house of Aaron,
aodd all that fear him. The Lord’s remembrance of his people
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is for their iood : it is that he may bless them. One reads
the words thus: The word of the Lord (that is Christ,) kath
remembered us for good. He blesseth us, as he turneth us from
our iniquities. Or, the words may express this: he beinﬁ
mindful of us, hath blessed us. Jehovah hath been mindfu
of all his people: he loved them from everlasting: he chose
their personsin Christ, and gave them being in him before all
time: he blessed them in him with all spiritual blessings :
under his views of them in their fallen state, he blessed them
in providing salvation for them: in giving Christ to be sal-
vation unto them: in bestowing him, and all the blessings
of salvation on them: in giving them the gospel, in whic
the whole is revealed and set before them. The Lord hath
been mindful of us. He will bless us. In that he will con-
tinve his blessing unto us; his whole election of grace;
Jew and Gentile; priests and people: he will bless the
house of Israel: he will bless the Eouse of Aaron. The
former in their waiting on him in worship. The latter in
their administration of his ordinances.

V. 18. He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and

reat.
8 Let them be of what age or degree whatsoever. For in
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature. And to such as are
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him, Christ is all and in all.

V. Y4. The Lord shall increase you more and more, you and
your children.

This is expressive of the further and increasing blessing
of Jehovah on his Israel, ministers, and the whole charch.
They are to be increased in light and knowledge, in gifts
and graces, in faith and utterance, in numbers and multi-
tude. This to be continued : this is to be more and more:
this the present generation were to be; so were their suc-
cessors. An inv:ﬁuable blessing is contained in this decla-
ration.

V’; 15. You are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and
earth.

This contains the whole essence and perfection of good.
For in Jehovah’s blessing all his good-will, yea, the whole

ood pleasure of his will, is contained. The Psalmist ad-
cg!resseth the whole church, constituted of Israel, the house
of Aaron, and all that fear zhe Lord, as one complete bod
to Christ; and says, Ye¢ Olessed of the Lord which made
heaven and earth. Thus he entitles them blessed. So they
must be considered in Christ. They are blessed ones : they
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are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and earth. And
3f the Lord which made heaven and earth hath blessed them,
they must be blessed indeed. If we read the words thus,
ye are blessed of the Lord which made heaven and earth,
then they are declarations of what all the Lord’s people
are,

V. 16. The heaven, even the keavens are the Lord’s: but the
earth hath he given to the children of men.

Heaven is the dwelling place 1n which Jehovah shines
forth in such light and majesty as no man hath seen or
can see. Such is the infinity of the divine essence, that the
heaven of heavens cannot contain him: this is the Lord’s,
the heaven and heaven of heavens; he possesses it, he fills
it. But the earth, this lower world on which we exist, which
is his also: he hath given it to the children of men, it is
the seat of his militant church, it is to remain for this pur-
ggse until the second coming of the great God, even our

viour Jesus Christ.

V. 17. The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go
down into silence.

The grave is the place of silence, the dead in it are inca-
pable of praising the Lord there. It seems the continuance
1n life is to be preferred to sleeping in the grave, even by
the saints of God, themselves, in some ecases and circum-
stances.

V. 18. But we will bless the Lord, from this time forth
and for evermore. Praise the Lord.

This seems to be an explanation of the former verse, The
dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence.
But we living saints will take advantage, from the state we
are continued in, to exercise ourselves in the Lord’s work and
worship, We will bless the Lord, from this time ~corth and
for evermore: for his blessings bestowed upon his whole
universal church, both of Jews and Gentiles. This shall be
our employment, we will now begin it, and proceed in the
same most delightful work for evermore. Hallelujah. Praise
ye the Lord. Thus the Psalm ends.

PSALM THE HUNDRED AND SIXTEENTH.

This Psalm concerns the Messiah ; in it he professeth his
Jove to Jehovah. The Saviour had been in a state inexpres-
sible, in which the sorrows of death and pains of hell gat
hold upon him, which had. filled his mind with unutterable
grief. In these circumstances he called upon Jehovah,
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who heard and answered him. He speaks of the deliver-
ance which the Lord had wrought for him, and declares he
will walk before him, out of 5ratitude for this in. the land
of the living. He mentions in what way he will shew his
thankfulness : pleads what he is, for acceptance with the
divine Majesty, and concludes with the word Hallelujah.

V. 1. I'love the Lord, because he hath heard my votce and
my supplications.

The person of Christ, the incarnation of Christ, the life
and obedience of Christ, his love, his faith, his hope in
God, his sufferings, his death, his resurrection from the
grave, his life in his resurrection state, with the real devoted-
ness of himself to the whole will and glory of the Father,
form a most wonderful mystery of godliness, God manifest
in the flesh. I have endeavoured, according to the wisdom
given me of God, to shew how this is opened and set before
the church of the living God, in and throughout the book
of Psalms. | mention this. now, because we have gone
through many of them, in which this great subject hath no
place: here it hath a place. It is the Messiah is the speaker
throughout the whole of this sacred hymu before us: he
begins it with an address to Jehovah, which word includes
the divine personalities in the essence existing. I have
considered, and shall here consider Jehovah in the person
of the divine Father, to be as here addressed by the ever
blessed Messiah, unto whom he professeth his love. I love
the Lord because he hath heard my voice and my supplications.
It is not that this was the original cause of Chrst’s love to
the divine Father: No, but our Lord here expresseth him-
self thus: Because he is here about opening and expressin
the sense he had of the love the divine Father had exerciséi
and expressed towards him in the day of his sorrows and
sufferings. When he stood before him, and was charged
by him with all the sins of the elect, and was made sin for
them by him, and felt the curse, death, sorrow and misery
due to the same. He then cried out, under the immense
Joad, Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. He
then offered up strong crying and tears unto him that was
able to save him from death. And out of theimmensity of
love wherewith the Father loved him, he was pleased to
hear and answer him, He was heard, says the apostle, in
that he feared, Heb. v. 7. Here the most adorable Saviour
expresseth his apprehension of the Father in these words
before us, I love the Lord, because he hath heard my wvoice
and my supplications. The words are expressive of the Me-
diator’s being truly affected, and well pleased.
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V. 2. Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore
will I call upon kim as long as I live.

This would be a motive with Christ, so long as he shonld
live in any of his members in this present world, to excite
them to cail upon the Lord, so long as they had any days of
sorrow and affliction, and pour out their hearts before him.
And so long as Messiah lived after the power of an endless
life, he would most thankfully acknowledge the love of the
divine Majesty in the person of the Father, for this most
gracious evidence and fruit of his love, and of his delight
and acceptation of him, in his sufferings and obedience unto
death, when he was made sin and a curse for his beloved
ones.

V. 8. The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains
of death gat hold upon me : I found trouble and sorrow.

These words are expressive of the state Messiah was in
when he called upon the name of the Lord, when he poured
out his supplications before him, which the Lord inclined his
ear unto, and for which Messiah would praise him for ever.
As the Father had caused the iniquities of all his people to
meet on him, and made him a curse, so all this was actuall
felt and apprehended by him. In consequence of whic
the sorrows of death, and all contained in eternal death, so
far as consistent with the dignity of his person as God-man,
came in upon his soul and body, and the pains of hell gat
hold upon him. The very uttermost expression of divine
wrath, contained in Jehovah’s curse due to the sins of all
the elect, came in upon Messiah’s mind ; he was the subject
of all this, He found trouble and sorrow, sucll as none but
himself ever did. ,

V. 4. Then called I upon the name of the Lord; O Lord,
I Beseech thee, deliver my soul.

The whole transaction which concerned the imputation
of sin, and the infliction of the curse on the Surety, was
between the Father and Christ: which, whea it took place,
none could deliver Messiah but Jehovah. Therefore, when
he was in this state in which he was made sin and a curse,
he called upon the Father when the sorrows of death com-
passed him about, when the pains of hell gat hold of him,
when he found trouble and sorrow: it was then he called
upon the name of Jehovah for deliverance, O Lord, I be-
seech thee deliver my soul. His deliverance must be the act
of the divine Father: this was agreeable to covenant acts.
The soul of Christ was the subject of the whole curse due
to the sins the Father had laid upon him, and imputed to
him, and he only could deliver him. He, therefore, cried
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and made supplications unto him, saying, O Lord, I beseech

thee, deliver my soul: and the Lord answered and delivered

him. This the following verses, to the close of the 9th, give
roof of.

P V. 5. Gracious is the Lord and righteous; yea, our God is

merciful.

This is a perfection of the divine nature, he is gracious;
so is he also righteous. He is essentially so, yet here the
word righteous is expressive of his faithfulness. Our God,
says the great Mediator, speaking in the name of all his
people, is merciful. None had ever so great and abundant
proof of all this as himself: for none was ever made sin and
a curse but he; yet notwithstanding this, he found God’s
love unchangeable, his nature immutable, his truth invio-
lable, his merey infinite. He, therefore, here speaks of it :
he had been under sin and the curse, he had been com-
passed about with the sorrows of death, the pains of hell
had gat hold of him: yet out of, and from above all this
Jehovah had raised and delivered him; which he ascribes
to the grace, righteousness, and mercy of God, Gracious is
the Lord and righteous ; yea, our God is merciful. This is
our Lord’s declaration, he had found and had full proof of
the truth of this in his own person as Mediator. He
would his church should ever keep this in remembrance ;
he therefore speaks it out in all their names.

V. 6. The Lord preserveth the simple : I was brought low,
and he helped me.

They are such as are humbled and emptied of all help and
succour in themselves, whom the Lord preserveth in the true
faith and fear of his holy name. Messiah had been preserved
all through his incarnate state. In the day of the Lord’s
fierce anger he was brought low, he was drawn dry, he was
weakened, he was oppressed, he was afflicted ; yet Jehovah
helped him, he brought him up out of all, Jehovah raised
bim above all. Upon this, he says, by way of address to
bis own soul,

V. 7. Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lord hath
dealt bountifully with thee.

Christ had a quiet and comfortable estate in God: when
he had finished the atonement, and bowed his head upon
the cross, saying, It is finished, he entered on it. He was
fully rewarded for all his pains and sorrows, in his session
at the right hand of God, and in seeing the travail of his
soul : he here solaces his soul in views and with the pros-
pects thereof, saying, Refurn unto thy rest, O my soul; for
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. He will wear ‘the
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crown of salvation with vuorivalled fame for ever and for
ever.

V. 8. For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.

Our Lord was completely delivered by his. obedience unto
deathpeven the death of the cross, and delivered out of the
hands of all his enemies, by Jehovah the Father, when he
raised him from the dead. And for this he gives thanks,
and makes his acknowledgments in this Psalm before us.

V. 9. I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

Christ 1s in heaven, crowned with glory everlasting; he
there liveth unte God, he is the repiesentative of his church:.
the life, the light, the glory, the perfection thereof. He
lives in all his called people; all their spirituality and walk-
ing with, and before the Lord, unto all well-pleasing, is the:
role fruit and effect of his indwelling in them : so that Christ
and they being one, he might in this very sense, and under
this very consideration, well say, I will walk before the Lord
in the land of the living. There is nothing contrary to the
gospel in this,

. 1‘? I believed, therefore have 1 spoken: I was greatly
afflicted.
ﬁThese words are quoted by the apostle, to prove the New
Testament church hath the same spirit of faith the Old Tes-
tament saints had. We having she same spirit of faith, ac-
cording as it is written, 1 believed, and therefore have I
spoken : we also believe, and therefore speak, 2 Cor. iv. 13,
1 believed, therefore huve I spoken: I was greatly afflicted :
thus speaks the great Mediator. He was, or had been, as.
the surety of the Lord’s flock, sore broken and wounded in
body aud soul; he had been smitten and afflicted.

V. 11. I said in my haste, All men are liars.

The words of the 22d verse of the 81st Psalm will, I
conceive, open this, Christ has there been speaking of his
sufferings, and having been delivered out of them, he says,
For I said in my haste, I am cast off from before thine eyes:
nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications, when
1 cried unto thee. Now the word haste, can mean no other
than the great and sore sorrows of Christ’s body and mind,
it having been the subject matter of that Psalm. So here,
when the Mediator says, I believed, therefore have I spoken:
1 was greatly afflicted: I said in my haste, All menare liars.
It must most certainly mean the same, Christ had been
in soul distress inexpressible. The expressions used in this
Psalm are fully expressive of this: he ?\ad been in the great-
est bodily distress, torture, and torment he could possibly
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be in. All his disciples forsook him, and fled from him,
when and whilst he was in this state of suffering. He
might well therefore say, AUl men are liars: or, all men are
vain, or empty, or vanity : and thus a prophetic hint was
given, concerning his disciples forsaking him in_his passion.
So that he trode the winepress alone, and of the people
there was none with him, alr his help was from Jehovah;
and this was and is the crown he sets on that subject.

V. 12. What shall I render unto the Lord, for all his
benefits towards me?

‘rom hence to the end of this invaluable hymn, the
great and glorious Mediator sets forth the way in which,
and by which he will shew forth, express, and declare his
gratitude to Jehovah who had heard him, who had an-
swered him, who had been gracious, faithful, and merciful
unto him, who had delivered him, who had dealt boun-
tifully with him. He, under a sight and glorious view of
all these, asks this question: What shall I render unto the
Lord for all his benefits towards me? Having put the ques-
tion to his own mind, he makes a reply uuto 1t in the next
three following verses.

V.is. I wz'%l take the cup of salvation, and call upon the
name of the Lord.

No doubt but this is spoken in reference to what was
the custom under the law. When the Tsraelites had received
mercies from the Lord, they used to offer peace or thask
offerings, some parts of which belonged unto them; on
‘which they made a feast, and they and their friends fed on
it, and rejoiced before the Lord: and at this banquet took
up a cup of wine in their hands, and blessed the Lord.
This was to them the cup of salvations or healths. Thus
the Messiah here expresseth himself, that he would offer
thanksgiving unto Jehovah for his saving health and de-
Liveranceof him. Now as this cup of wine, drunk at a feast
of thanksgiving, was called the cup of salvation, and the cup
of wine at the Paschal feast was the same; so Christ at that
feast took the cup and gave thanks, and called upon, prayed
unto, and praised the name of the Lord. After which he
instituted his holy supper, which he concluded with singing
an hymn,

V. 14. I will pay my vows unto the Lord, now in the pre-
sence of all his people. ‘

In the courts of the temple, at the ordinance of worship,
where public notice might be taken of it, such as would
redound to the praise and glory of God. Now this hath been,
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and will continue to be in the mouths, and by the praises
offered unto the divine Father, by Christ’s mystic body.

V. 15. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of kis
saints.

If so0, then most inestimable and infinitely valuable must the
death of Messiah be. In the sight and remembrance of Jeho-
vah the Father, the sacrifice, bloodshedding, obedience, and
death of Immanuel, must be beyond expression and concep-
tion precious. The death of the saints can only be precious
in the sight of God, on the sole account of Christ’s death.
Some therefore read these words thus: Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of his saints, through the death of
the Just One dying for the unjust.

V. 16. O Lord, truly I am thy servant. Iam thy servant,
and the son of thine handmaid : thou hast loosed my bonds.

Here, as [ conceive, the Messiah pleads before Jehovah,
who and what he is, for his own acceptanee. He was, by
the Father’s will of constitution and appointment, his ser-
vant; who, in the execution of his mediatorial work, was to.
perform a service of obedience, in fulfilling all righteous-
ness, and in making his soul an offering for smn. The
anointed of the Father professeth this, and pleadsit: [Truly
O Lord, or,] O Lord, truly I am thy servant: most truly
devoted unto thee in my whole person, God-man; in all
my faculties, and with the whole of my affections; in the
whole of my humanity, body and soul; in the whole of my
obedience, and in the whole of my sufferings; I am thy
servant, and the son of thine handmaid: whom thou didst
choose and single out beyond and above all others, to be
the consecrated vessel from whom my humanity was to be
derived; thou hast accepted me in the discharge of my
obedience, sufferings, and death; thou hast raised me from
the power of death and the grave, which is the fruit and
effect of thine acceptance of me; Thou hust loosed my bonds;
therefore I will praise thee.

V. 17. T will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and
will call upon the name of the Lord.

The Messiah’s whole person ahd office of priesthood in
heaven, may be considered as this sacrifice of thanksgiving
to Jehovah, as all the saints upon earth will for ever give
Jehovah in all his persons, glorious praise for the same.

V. 18. 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord, now in the pre-
sence of all his people.

We need not look for the fulfilment of this by any act
performed by our Lord after his resurrection. It is suffi-
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cient to survey the heart of Christ herein: that he would
acknowledge for ever, before his people, and in the presence
of all his people, in and by these declarations, his sense of
gratitude to Jehovah the Father, for his having been gracious
unto him: for his deliverance of him from imputed sin, and
from the ioflicted curse: for his raising him from the dead.
This, I conceive, is the gospel contained in all this.

V.19. In the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of
thee, O Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord.

It is in the New Testament church that this is performed.
And our Lord, after bis resurrection, when he appeared to
his disciples again and again, might act thus. It is not
recorded : yet we are sure of this, he laid a foundation for
the saints to celebrate the high praises of the Father, for all
his glorious acts of grace towards him. And he here con-
cludes with an address to his church to worship Jehovah:
Praise ye the Lord. Which word, which is the incommuni-
cable name, includes the Three divine Persons, Father,Word,
and Spirit, to whom the sole praise belongs for all the dis-
plays of grace on Christ, and on the church in him. T will
pay my vows, unto the Lord, now in the presence of all his
people : in the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of thee,
O Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord; Praise Jak; Praise ye
Jehovah. Thus the Psalm ends. 1f any thing written reflects
any glory of Christ on our minds, and we thereby appre-
hend any thing concerning him which exalts him in us, the
praise belongs to him. May the Lord make him increasingly
glorious in our view. Amen.

PSALM THE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH.

This is the shortest Psalm in the whole collection : yet it
is of vast importance as it concerns the subject matter of it ;
which is an exhortation to praise Jehovah for his mercy
and truth towards the Gentiles belonging to the election of
grace. The apostle quotes the first verse of it, and applies
it to the calling of the Gentiles to the knowledgeof Christ,
’}l)? the preaching of the gospel unto them, Rom. xv. 10.

‘hese obtatned mercies by Christ, who both received them
and believing Jews, into the same gospel church state, to
the glory of God. For which they had, on both sides, suf-
ficient cause to laud and magnify his most holy name.

V. 1. O Praise the Lord, all ye nations : praise him, all ye
people,

he first words are an exhortation.. Jehovah in his per-
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sons and Ferfecti,ons is the subject of the song. It is spoken
bg' way of prophecy: it respected what would take place
after the eatE of the Messiah. The partition wall of
Jewish ceremonies, which separated between thein and the
Gentiles, being pulled down by the sacrifice of Immanuel,
and he having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances, for to make
in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; and
that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby—and came, in the
everlasting gospel, preaching peace to such as were afar off,
and to them that were nigh—the elect among the Gentiles
heard the joyful sound, and by it believed on Christ to the
saving of the soul. The praise of all which was due alone
to the Three in Jehovah: O praise the Lord, all ye nations:
[ Hallelujah] praise him, all ye people. Let Jew and Gentile
unite in praise to Jehovah for his Christ, and salvation by
him; for the gospel of salvation, and all the blessings Son-
tained therein; Praise him, all ye people, that the gospel of
salvation is sent to you. This was one particular part of
the glory of the apostolic day. The holy apostles carried,
and sent the preaching of Christ according to his own com-
mand, to Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost parts of the earth; cee Actsi. 8. The
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, accompanied the
preaching of it; the nations of the Gentiles were visited by
1t; many of them were turned unto the Lord; and Jews
and Gentiles composed the church of Christ; so that most,
if not all the churches we read of in the New Testament,
were made of them. The church of Christ at Rome, was.
The apostle, addressing the members of that church, says,
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to
the glory of God. Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minis-
ter of the circumcision for the truth of God, to cor;ﬁrm the
promises made unto the fathers: and that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause
will 11/ confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy
name. And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his
eople. And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles: and
?aud him, all ye people. This is quoted in the first verse of
the Psalm now before us. 4nd again Esaias saith, There
shall be a root of Jesse, und he that shall rise to reign over
the Gentiles, in him shall the Gentiles trust, Rom. xv. 7—12.
Thus we have the application of it by the apostle Paul.
V. Q. For his merciful kindness is great towards us: and
the truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord.
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- The kindness and mercy of God was great towards his
saints under the Old Testament dispensation. It was mul-
tiplied in his making use of his apostles, who were all Jews
to a man, and putting this honour on them to preach the
gospel, and carry it from Jerusalem, after the day of Pen-
tecost, into all the world. It is true this was done by
degrees. Yet before the apostles were all removed from
earth to heaven, the gospel had been preached throughout
the whole world. He says, their sound went into all the
earth, and their words unto the ends of the wortd, Rom. x. 18,
The truth of the Lord is the everlasting gospel; in the
which the whole of Christ is revealed, and his unsearchable
tiches are contained; it endureth for ever; it is as immu-
table as Christ bimeelf; for which he ascribes praise to
Jehovah: Praise ye the Lord. This is the third time the
Lord is praised in this very short Psalm. O praise the Lord,
all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. For his merciful
kindness is great towards ws: and the truth of the Lord
endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord. Thus it begins and
ends with the word Hallelujah. May the Loxrd bless it to
us. Amen. '

PSALM THE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH.

This Psalm contains a solemn act of praise. I cannot
but here, as giving a most glorious insight into the pecoliar
excellencies of the same, quote what is placed as the argu-
ment of it, by Dr. Horn. He says as follows: ¢ In this
Psalm a King of Israel appears, leading his people forth
in solema procession to the temple, there to offer up the
sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving for a marvellous deli-
verance from his enemies, and a glorious victory gained
-over them : after inviting the whole nation, verses 1—4, to
join with him, upon this joyful occasion, he describes at
large, verses 5—18, his danger, and his deliverance from it,
which latter is wholly attributed to the power and goodness
of Jehovah. After this, as Mr. Mudge has rightly observed,
there ensues a kind of sacred dialogue. Being come to the
temple, the victorious monarch speaks the 19th verse.
They that open the gate, the 20th verse. The victorious
monarch as he enters, speaks the 21st verse. They with
him seem to speak the four next verses, to'the 25th. The
priests of the temple speak the 26th verse, the first part to
the King, the other to the people. The people speak the
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27th verse. The King the 28th. The 20th verse is the
chorus verse, concluding as it began. The whole may be
considered as a trivmphal hymn, sung by King Messiah at
the head of the Israel of God, on occasion of his resurrec-
tion and exaltation.” Whilst all this is most truly excellent,
yet it being beyond my capacity to follow, I shall consider
this Psalm as expressive of our Lord’s thanks for being
raised from the grave of death, and exalted by his'resurrec-
tion and ascension, and of the grace and glory of his king-
dom. It is this I shall consider to be the simple outline of it.

V. 1. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he s good: because
his mercy endureth for ever.

1 consider the glorious Messiah the speaker. That he
sgeaks thus at his resurrection from the power of death and
the grave; after what he had passed through in completing
salvation work, and conquering the whole host of hell; and
also in the views he had of his triumphant ascension into
the highest heavens, and of his exaltation over all his ene-
mies; together with the blessings of his spiritual kingdom,
as they would be enjoyed by his people. He here, by way
of excitement, calls upon his whole church to join him in
singing his deliverance out of the hands of all his enemies:
O give thanks unto the Lord, for ke is good: because his mercy
endureth for ever. 1t is generally allowed out of this Psalm
it was that Christ sang afier he had celebrated his holy
supper. Jehovah was the author of Christ’s deliverance; i1t
is to him Christ gives thanks for it: he is essentially, mani-
festatively good ; he is communicatively so; there is good
reason to acknowledge him in his goodness, because his
mercy endureth for ever.

V. 2. Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever.

Here the whole church of God under the Old Testament
dispensation are included. Let them say, on this occasion,
Christ their Saviour, and captain of their salvation, having
obtained eternal salvation, and triumphed over sin, Satan,
the world, death, and every enemy—Ilet them now say, on
this occasion, and to the honour of bim, O give thanks unto
the Lord, for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever.
Let them repeat it over the second time; Let them now say,
that his mercy endureth for ever.

V. 8. Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy en-
dureth for ever.

This includes all the ministers of the sanctuary. Let
them all unite in joining in one grand chorus in singing to
Jehovah, saying, that his mercy endureth for ever.
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V. 4. Let them now that fear the Lord say, that his mercy
endureth for ever.

This includes all of every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people, who knew the Lord, who are here comprehended
uoder the term of such as fear the Lord, to join in this
tricinphal hymu of praise to Jehovah, with Christ himself
the conqueror, and in whom they are more than conquerors,
in saying, that the mercy of Jehovah endurcth for ever.

V. 5. 1called upon the Lord in distress: the Lord answered
me, and set me in a large place.

From hence the subject matter of the Psalm begins, which
extends. to the close of verse 13; the former four verses
being introductory thereunto. Messiah had been in distress;
he had been surrounded with the sins of his people; he had
been encompassed with the curse of God; under the full
sight and sense of all contained in this, he called upon the
name of the Lord; the Lord had answered him: he bad
been brought out of the state he was in; he had been raised
from death to life; he was, by his resurrection from the
grave and power of death, set in a large place. Thus he
expresseth the salvation, help, and deliverance, Jehovah the
Father had wrought out on gis behalf, and for him, and for
which he calls upen the whole church to join with him in
celebrations of Jehoval’s praise.

V. 6. The Lord is on my side; Iwill not fear: what can
man do unto me?

That Jehovah was with Messiah—that he raised him up
in the councils of eternity—that he had made him strong
for himself—that he it was who laid the iniquities of his
people upon him—that he it was who had executed the
carse due to the sins of all the elect upon him—that he it
was who led him through all oppositions, and caused him to
triumph over all his enemies, and the whole host of hell, at,
and by his resurrection from death to life immortal, was a
clear case, in the knowledge and apprehension of Christ the
anointed oue; he acknowledgeth it, he gives Jehovah the
Fatber praise for it; he draws confidence and support from
it; he says: The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what
can man do unto me? or, against my church. None can
overthrow it, so as that it shall have no existence and con-
tinuance in the world ; no, I and my church are one.

V. 7. The Lord taketh my part with them that help me:
therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me.

What is here expressed shews, that the Lord would have
his church and people be strong in him, and look on them-
selves in him, and on his complete deliverance as theirs.
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On his resurrection, as a full proof and pledge to their faith
of their own. Of his being f?ﬂly saved, and lifted up above
all his enemies, and of his being completely delivered out
of their hands, and of his being lifted up and beyond the
utmost extent of their rage and malice, as full proof they
also should, in the Lord’s own time and way. That as
Jehovah had taken his part, that as Jehovah had helped
him, that as he would give him to see his desire, or rather
the just wrath of God come down on his Jewish enemies,
so the church would and might be fully assured no wea-
pon formed against her would prosper.

V. 8. It is better io trust in the Lord than to put confidence
n man.

Thus Christ triumphs over all ageatures and creature con-
fidences: he here sets an example -before his people: it
becomes them so to triumph: they are always, in all cases
and circumstances, prone to creature confidence: he is
therefore pleased to express this a second time.

V. 9. It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence
in princes.

t is in Jehovah alone is everlasting strength. Whilst
we are, it may be, too little acquainted with the mystery of
Christ’s person, as God-man, Mediator, and too little, it
may be, with the knowledge of him as the mediator of re-
conciliation, and of him as so considered, to apprehend that
his whole faith and hope was in God; and that he had as
truly to go out of himself and off himself, for strength and
succour to Jehovah, as we ourselves have; yet if this be not
attended unto, we cannot without it make out many ex-
pressions in the Psalms like these before us. But on the
right apprehension of these, the meaning of them is most
clearly opened. To trust in the Lord, we must renounce
all and every thing we are in ourselves. To trust in the
Lord we cannot, but upon the foundation of his holy truth
made known and revealed to us in the word, and by the
Spirit. Our Lord’s faith was founded upon the knowledge
and revelation made to him of the everlasting covenant,
and the promises thereof, and the divine stipulations of
the Father unto him. The great Messiah did not depend
on his own holiness, righteousness, and sacrifice, for ac-
ceptance with the divine Father; but he trusted in the
divine Father for the acceptation of the same. And his
iround for this was the covenant contract between the
Father and him.

V. 10. All nations compassed me about: but in the name
of the Lord will I destroy them.
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The enemies of Christ were innumerable: they compassed
bim about ou the day of his passion: in the name of the
Lord he overcame them. This, to illustrate his triumphs
and victories, is again and again repeated in the two fol-
lowing verses, 1 should conceive, we are here not only to
contemplate sin, Satan, the world, death, hell, principalities
and powers, as subdued, conquered, and fallen before our
Christ, and subdued under his feet, but that also before the
end of time, all things will be subdued by him. He must
reign until Jehovah the Father hath put all things under
him. It was in the name of Jehovah he conquered this
innumerable host: he describes their rage against him,
saying,

V. 11. They compassed me about ; yea, they compassed me
about: but in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.

Be these whom they might, though they surrounded him,
and compassed him about, yet Jesus in the name of the
Lord destroyed them. Though they, notwithstanding this,
recruited their numbers, and compassed him about again,
yet they were destroyed. He says again,

V. 1. They compassed me about like bees; they are
quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the Lord
1 will destroy them.

The figures here made use of are very completely ealcu-
lated to express the multitude of Christ’s enemics—their
virulency; and also how soon the fire of divine wrath
was kindled against them, and how soon they were quenched
and destroyed. Bees when they are angry get together,
and being troubled and provoked, becomc more eager and
fierce; they sting and pursue such as trouble them. The
person of Christ, his holiness, righteousness, and purity,
provoked and stirred up the malice and hatred of the Jews
against him: they compassed him about like so many bees.

e bore the contradiction of sinners against himself. A
fire made of thorns, is both soon kindled and soon quenched.
So our Lord in these words, sets forth the rage of his ene-
mies against him: they compassed him about as bees; to
sting, wound, and torment him; he was proof against them;
he was beyond them all; he soon quenched their rage. As
fire among thorns is soon on a blaze and expires, so the
wrath of Christ soon quenched and destroyed these enemies,
I conceive this refers to the Jews’ final overthrow by the
Romans. For in the name of the Lord (says this chieftain
and conqueror) I will destroy them. He hath doneso: his
enemies are all under his feet; they are quenched, they.are
destroyed. And who, or what future enemies may yet at
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any time rise up, either against Christ or his church, he
says, in the name of the Lord I will destroy them. So we are
safe, and may well rejoice and triumph in him.

V. 18. Thou hast thrust sore at me that I might fall: but
the Lord helped'me.

These words are spoken by Messiah to the enemy. They
imply the fierceness of the enemy ; thou didst sorely thrust.
All the devils in hell, with all their fury and strength, were
let loose upon Christ, whilst he was in his passion. All that
men could do to torment and torture the body of Christ,
they did. All the vile blasphemous words which could be
uttered, were spoken out in this very season of distress,
when Christ sustained the stroke of divine wrath: yet Jeho~
vah helped Christ, he did not fall; he was impeccable, and
obtained a complete and final victory over all his enemies.
Thus this part of the subject ends. All which follows to
the end, is Messiuh’s triumphal hymn, sung in consequence
of his vanquishing all his foes, and enemies of every son
and kind.

V. 14. The Lord is my strength and song, and is become
my salvation.

"The divine Father heard Christ when he cried unto him:
he was his strength when all hell was let loose upon him:
Jehovah was his strength when the whole host of his Jewish
enemies compassed him about like bees; when they thrust
sorely at him, that he might fall. And here he ascribes
and gives Jehovah the full praise and glory of all this;
which is the very subject of what follows in this triumphal
hymn. The Lord is my strength; he hath carried me sately
through ; he hath crowned me with everlasting victory; he
is my song, I will triumph in him; he is become my salva-
tion ; he hath saved and rescued me out of the bands of all
mine enemies; he is my strength and song, and is become my
salvation. 1 will therefore ascribe the whole glory of my
victory and deliverance unto him.

V. 15. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the taber-
nacles of the righteous: the right hand of the Lord doeth
valiantly.

The church of Christ, all the tents of Jacob, all the habi-
tations of the saints of the Most High, might well be filled
with joy and rejoicing, on account of the victories of Christ
over the old serpent called the Devil: over the whole host
of hell: over all his, and the enemies of his church.—
They might rejoice in his salvation and victories: in these
as being his own wonderful acts: and in him, as being their
head; and as having performed these for their everlasting
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advantage: in all and each of the tabernacles of the righ-
teous, they might be well employed in shouting forth his
lorious praise. The right hand of the Lord doet 'valiantl_y.
%Ione can by any means resist it; all must fall before it
And it was most wonderfully displayed when all the hosts of
earth and hell were subdued, vanquished, and everlastingly
conquered by Christ Jesus. It will constitute a part of the
worship of Christ in the tabernacles of the righteous, both
in private and public, to praise the Lord Jesus for his work,
victories, and conquests, down to his second coming; and
his praises for the grace of his heart and the power of his
arm, will be continued in eternity.
"~ V. 16. The right hand of the Lord is exalted: the right
hand of the Lord doeth valiantly.

This is again expressed to convey the subject more power-
fally to the mind, and fix it thereon. The salvation wrought
out, the victory gained, being so much. here repeated, and
the urm of Jehovah in it so frequently acknowledged, it is to
exalt and put honour npon the subject. The power of Jeho-
vah was not only put forth, but it was wonderfully exalted
thereby. The right-hand of the Lord was still put forth;
he, according to the exceeding greatness of bis power, rose
Messiah from the grave-and. power of death. It may be, this
verse should be considered as preparatory to that subject.
L V. 17. Ishall not die, but live, and declare the works of the

ord,

So speaks the glorious Messiah. He had before said, Je-
hovah helped me. The Lord is my strength and song, and is
become my salvation. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in
the tabernacles of the righteous: the right-hand of the Lord
doeth valiantly. The right-hand of the Lord is exalted : the
right-hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. To.which he adds,
1 shall not die, but live, and declare the work of the Lord. I
eonsider this as referring to his resurrection and exaltation,
and life in glory. He did die; he had, as represented-in this
Psalim, died the death due to sin. It was by his death he
overcame his enemies. His resurrection from the dead was
his.own personal salvation ; it was full proof of his victories
and triumph over all his enemies. He being raised from the
dead, could die no more. He was to live to God; he could
not live in heaven after the power of an-endless life, as the
high-priest of his chureh and people, but he must declare the
works of the Lord. This he would continually do, by up-
holding his.cburch, and blessing his gospel in the worﬁi.

V. 18. The Lord hath chastened me sore : but he hath mot
given me over unto death.
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Yet the hand of God was very heavy on him. The Fathey
bruised him with all the weight of vingictive wrath. He had
inflicted on him, and filled his soul through and through
with all contained in the curse due to sin. He had by im-
putation made Christ sin, that hemight infliet on Christ the
very curse due uunto it; yet whilst Messiah suffered the
whole, he outlived it. He could suffer no more, because the
whole essence of it had been executed on him ; he being
superior to the whole death due to sin, and having borne the
whole of it, he nust be raised again. He was so, and there-
fore says,

V. 19. Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go in
to them, and I will praise the Lord.

The gates of the temple are here to Le understood ; they
were to be opened by the priests and Levites. They are
called the gates of righteousness, because such only as were
ceremonially clean were to enter into them. Here what is
said by Dr. Horne, which hath been quoted, comes in most
excellently. The great Messiahis by the prophet represented
as going as the head and leader of his people, in a magnifi-
cent and royal manner, to the temple, to offer up his thanks-
givings there for his victories and deliverance. Open to me
the gates of righteousness. This demand is made to the keep-
ers of the gates, to the porters at them. I will go in to them.
For this reason they were to be opened. And I will praise
the Lord. That was the reason why he would enter them.

V. 20. This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall
enler.

The temple was the seat of God’s worship; hither righ-
teous persons resorted to worship the Three in Jehovah,
who had been pleased to reveal themselves in Christ, and had
set him forth as a propitiation for sin. Into these gates
Christ the holy one of God, the righteous one, the Lord our
righteousness, often entered in the days of his flesh; and
here he is spoken of as entering after his resurrection, to

ive thanks to Jehovah for his resurrection and asceunsion.

his is all to be understood in a figurative manner, it being
certain our Lord never entered the temple at Jerusalem after
his resurrection. The expressions and representation there-
fore here given, must have been designed to express the
greatness of Messiah’s triumphs and praises to Jebovah for
his carrying him through his whole work of mediation, which
was to be performed on earth; and also, that his saints would
find sufficient matter herein to laud and magnify his most
boly name.



375

V.21, I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art
bccome my Sal‘vatim- .

Christ had called on Jehovah in hisdistress ; he had heard
him, therefore the Messiabh here says, I will praise thee, for
thou hast keard me ; and art become my salvation. Jehovah
the Father was Christ’s salvation, in the same way as Christ
is our salvation, He delivered him from all the sin and curse
which had been laid to his charge, and out of the hands of
all his enemies, by accepting his person, and his work of
obedience and suffering ; and Christ saves us upon the foot-
ing of the Father’s saving him. His acceptance is the ac-
ceptance of his people; his righteousness is the righteous-
ness of his people; his one oblation of himself is the dis-
charge of all his people; so that sin can no more be imputed
unto him than it can to Christ who hath put it away. He
was delivered for our offences, and wus raised again for our
Justification.

V. @2. The stone which the builders refused, is become the
head stone of the corner.

The Jewish builders rejected Christ : they would not con-
fess him to be the Messiah, yet God declared and proved
him to be so0; in carrying him through all his sufferings, in
raising him from the dead, in lifting him up from earth to
heaven ; in exalting him, and seating him at the right hand
of the throne of the majesty in the heavens. The corner-
stone limits the building, and is ornamental to it. Christ
koits and unites his whole church into one body ; he is the
foundation, and also the corner-stone ; he is the beauty and
glory of the whole spiritual building.

V. 23. This is the Lord’s doing ; it is marvellous in our
eyes.
3’It. seems these words are spoken by the church concern-
ing the exaltation of Messiah. It was Jehovah’s doings: to
.exalt Christ, who had been humbled and emptied ; who had
been a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; who had
been laid in the lowest pit, in l)rkness, in the deeps, whose
humanity had been in the grave, was marvellous. When we
survey it by faith, it is marvellous in our eyes. This ad-
vancement of our Lord Jesus Christ is wholly from Je-
hovah.

V.24. This is the day which the Lord hath made ; we will
rejoice and be glad in it.

This day may include the whole of Christ’s incarnate state.
It may also be very expressive of the day of Christ’s resur-
rection, which Jehovah made honourable and glorious, by
the act and energy of power which he put forth'in bringing



376

back from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shep-
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenan,
And the whole day of grace in Christ, which will continue
until his second appearing, may be said to be honourable
and glorious; of which it nay be said, This is the day whick
the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. There
is continual re-son for this, because Jesus Ghrist, the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, is always set forth in the
gospel, and its ordinances, as one and the same, in his per-
son, in his jove, in his mercy, in his righteousness, in his sa-
crifice, in his fulness: and the testimony of the divine Fa-
ther concerning him and his salvation is always immutably
one and the same; so that there is the same ground of joy
and rejoicing in him one time as another, and for one be-
liever as another.

V. 25. Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I be-
seech thee, send now prosperity.

These words signify Hcs.inna. When our Lord entered
in the first day of his passion week in a triumphal manner
into Jerusalem, and came to the temple, the children cried
out, Hosanna tothe Son of David. 'The chief priests and
scribes, who heard this, asked Christ, by way of insult, Hear-
est thou what these say 2 Jesus said unto them, Yea ; have ye
never read, Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast
perfected praise? Matth. xxi. 15, 16. This is the word Ho-
sanna, Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord. O Lord, I beseech
thee, send now prosperity. The whole of which was sung
when Jesus went from Bethany to Jerusalem ; when those
who were then present, the one going before him, sung,
Hosanna ; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lorg.
Jesus following, the company which came after him took
the same subject up. They sang, Blessed be the kingdom of our
Sather David, that cometh in the name of the Lord : Hosanna
in the highest, Mark x. 9, 10. This is full proof the Psalm,
and these words, belong to Christ.

V. 26. Blessed be ke that cometh in the name of the Lord :
we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord.

Messiah came in the name of the Lord, with the power
and authority of the Lord. He had demanded entrance into
the temple before. Open to me the gates of righteousness, I
will go wn to them, and I will praise the Lord, ver. 20. The
iates being opened, Messiah, as he enters, the priests and

evites may be considered as saying, This gate of the Eord,
1nto which the righteous shall enter. Messiah, as he enters,
says, ver. 21, I will praise thee, for thou hast heard me, and
art become my ralvation. Then those who enter with Christ
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suy, The Stone which the builders rejected. is become the head
of the corner. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our
eyes. This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice
and be glad in it. Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O
Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity, ver, 22—25.
Then the priests of the temple speak to the king Messiah,
Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Then
they turn to tke people, and say, We have blessed you out of
the house of the Lord, ver.26. For apprehending this part of
the beautiful drama of this song, I am wholly indebted to
Dr. Horne; and for the further remainder of it.

V.27. God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light : bind
the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.

Mr. Ainsworth says, this word, cords, is sometimes used
for thick twisted cords, Judges xv. 13; and sometimes for
thick branches of trees, used at some feasts ; see Ezek. xix.
11; Lev. xxiii. 40. So that it may be read two ways, Bind
the feast with thick branches; or, bind the sacrifice with cords.
This Psalm being used at the Passover, which was a festival
of great joy, the propricty. of the expression is very evident,
God is the Lord which hath shewed us light. Let us keep
this, and every festival day, with holy festivity, with joy,
thanksgiving, and praise to God. Let us bind the beast with
thick boughs, or branches. Let us cover all the court over
with them, until you come to the horns of the altar. Or, let
us bind the sacrifice till the priest have offered him, and
poured the blood at the horns of the altar. These words are
considered by Dr, Horne as spoken by the people ; the next
by Messiah.

V. 28. Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art
my God, I will exalt thee.

This is spoken personally. The great Immanuel professes
his interest in God. Thou art my God. This was founded
upon eternal acts and covenant settlements. On this ac-
count Christ here says 10 the divine Father, Thou art my
God, aud I will praise thee. This being so precious, and of
such importance 10 him, he therefore adds, Thou art my God,
I will exalt thee. 1t is the Father’s covenant relation to
Christ, from whence a sense of the blessedness of the divine
favour flows into Christ’s soul.

V.29. O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for
his mercy endureth for ever.

This 1s the grand chorus. All the church here joins. No
one dissenting voice here. It is the same for substance in
heaven. The whole glory of salvation is given to God and
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the Lamb. Thus the Psalm ends as it began. May we be
spiritually animated by it! Amen.

PSALM THE HUNDRED AND NINETEENTH.

The excellent Mr. Lee, M. D. says, the 119th Psalm is
so artificially contrived, on purpose that it might be learnt,
together with the Hebrew alphabet, by the Hebrew children
and youth, for the perpetuating the study of the law among
all ranks of people, it being as a sort of Hebrew primer. [s
seems rather Ezra than David was the writer of it. The
eight alphabets in it seemto have relation to the eight great
hours or watches, said to be appointed about the time of
Ezra, for the service of the waiters of the temple, if not by
himself.

Each of them makes a distinct Psalm by itself, as any one
atasingle glance may observe, and be so on purpose divided,
that at the sounding of the trumpets for the opening of these
hours and services, the waiters in their courses might all be
summoned to wait on the divine law during the ministration,
and that the study thereof might thus be perpetuated with-
out intermission. The ground of it is taken from the first and
nineteenth Psalms.

The subject-matter of this long Psalm concerns our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is descriptive of him as the man in God,
whose whole heart, life, obedience, and walk, were one most
perfect copy of God’s most holy law. His tempers, his af-
fections, his graces, are most particularly deciphered in it;
his delight in the law of God, his zeal for its holiness and
precepts, are very clearly expressed. Varieus terms are made
u-e of to set forth the word and ordinances of the Most
High, each expressive of the perfection of the same.

In going through the twenty-two divisions into which it
is cast, I hope the Lord will reflect such light on the various
subjects as will increase the praise of Jesus Christ. He is
here in the full perfection of humanity, in the holiness of his
nature, the purity of his nature, the integrity of his mind,
in the fixedness of his will, in his love to aod, in his motive
in serving him, in bis real delight in him, in his aim and
design to.glorify him, by his perfect obedience to the whole
law. The motive of which in the heart of Christ was love;
love to the divine Father, which he gave evidence of by lov-
ing his holy will, expressed in his holy law. And hisend to
be answered by his obedience was the glory of God, and his
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highest expectations were to enjoy him for ever. Christ was
the only perfect one who ever was in our world ; he was imn-
peccable: Adam was not. Christ’s obedience was from higher
motives than Adam’s could be in Paradise. He was in his

erson the image of God. Adam was created in a likeness
and similitude of conformity to him. Thehumanity of Christ
was inhabited by the Holy Ghost; he filled both body and
soul, he wrought all graces in it; so that Christ, as man,
was the mirror of all grace, all excellency, all perfection,
which is exemplified in this Psalm, which gives an account
of the open and full display of all this in his obedience, which
was and will be everlastingly acceptable to the divine
Father. Tn which, by his imputation of the same to his be-
loved ones, they are made the righteousness of God in the
person of Christ.

PART I.—~ALEPH,

V. 1. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the
law of the Lord.

Christ is this blessed person : he is the undefiled one ; he
was holy, harmless, innocent, and pure. If he had not been
8o, he could not have walked in God’s way. 1t was not his
perfect obedience made him pure and undefiled. It fully
proved he was so, but it did not constitute him so. Had
Adam kept the holy law, it would not have made him boly;
he was made holy, or an holy law would not have suited him.
When he broke the law, he ceased to be holy, because
thereby he committed an unholy act ; which, being the de-
filement of his pure nature, he ceased to be a holy man in
himself for ever. Christ was in his human nature more holy
than Adam was by creation, or all the angelsin heaven, be-
cause it was taken into personal union with the Son of the
living God, and filled with the Holy Ghost, who dwelt per-
sonally in the man Christ Jesus, and anointed him; so that
his understanding comprehended the whole good pleasure of
God’s will concerning him. His body and mind were the
essence of purity, his heart was filled with the love of God,
his thoughts were all regularly acted on what was before
him, his will was perfectly sanctified to perform the whole
will of God, his affections were most corrcctly poised, and
properly fixed on God, and the things of God; and being
saactificd throughout in body, soul, and spirit, he was
blessed. He was in every sense uadefiled ; he went in the
way which God set before himn; he went on progressively
therein ; he walked in the law of the Lord, which must here
be understood as comprehending the whole covenant will of
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the Eternal Three; and also the whole of God's revealed
will, as contained in his law, in his ordinances, ip every part
of his instituted worship ; in all his commands o the full and
utinost extent of them, which are in this Psalin expressed
by a variety of terms. Itis to be observed, we have various
prayers and praises offered up in this Psalm which belong
to Christ. {t is also to be noticed, the Holy Ghost is here,
by the prophet, testifying of the perfection which was con-
tained in the heart, thoughts, mind, will, affections, aims,
desires, prayers, and praises of our most precions and ado-
rable Lord Jesus.

V. 2. Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, und that:
seek him with the whole heart. ‘

By testémonies are to be understood the-symbolical figures
cominanded by the Lord, and were in the tabernacle, and
afterwards in the temple, and were patterns of heavenly
things: such-as the tabernacle and temple were; and the
furniture in them ; the holy, and most holy place ; the ark,
with its mercy-seat; cherubims of glory; the law in the
ark ; the golden pot of manna; its vail; the golden candle-
sticks, and the tables of shew-bread ; the golden altar, with
its incense. Now these being figures of Christ, it must bave
been of great consequence to have a right and true under-
standing of the mysteries contained in them : so also what
was contained in the symbols in the open court of worship.
In the brazen altar, in the lavers, in the brazen sea, as alse
in the sacrifices and services performed by the priests, by
the high-priest, &c. &c. it was very necessary for the
worshippers to have understood the end and design of God
in these. Our Lord Jesus Christ; he kept God’s testimo-
nies; he was blessed in so doing; he sought him with his
whole heart.  Whilst the Psalmnst speaks in the plural, we
are sure none ever came up to answer the descriptions here
given, but our most precious and adorable Saviour. He
kept his Father’s testimonies ; he sought him with his whole
heart.. :

V. 8. They also do no imquity : they walk in his ways.

Nane are without iniquity of all the whole human race.
Christ was not of the human race; yet is he the true and
very man. This is wholly by grace. For he was not in
Adam by nature: he was before Adamn as man, in the sight
and will, decree and appointment of the Three in Jehovah,
Adam was made after his image and likeness, drawn in the
divine wind before all time. Christ never had sin in him ;
it was wholly impossible he should : he walked in Jehovah’s
ways. It we will have these plural expressions, and [ am
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not against them if they are kept in their proper place, let
us consider the whole church of Christ in him. Then the
prophet must be understood to be speaking of Christ in the
first place, and of the elect of Adam’s posterity as one with
him, as one in him, as saved in him, as law-fulfillers in him.
All which is true and puie gospel.

V} 4. Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts dili-

gently.
° Tﬁyis Christ says in the name of the whole Jewish church.
This he did for them, and most exactly; his whole soul
was drawn out into the most perfect and intuitive attention
hereunto. He meditated on the scriptures continually : he
kept the Lord’s precepts concerning worship perpetully :
he most diligently attended the worship of God. His whole
life was one solemn dedication of himself to the Lord.

V. 5. O that my ways were directed to keep ihy statutes!

This is the breathing of Messial's soul. 1t is fully ex-
{:ressive of his vast and holy mind: he secretly addresses

imself to the divine Father: it is here in an ejaculatory
way, which is often more expressive than any other: it is
that his ways might be directed to keep the divine statutes.
By'which 1 understand, the ordinances of divine institutions;
such as the daily worship, and the festivals, &c. The pre-
cious Immanuel prays, and with great earncstness breathes
out his desire, that his ways; his feet, might be directed to
kecp the Lord’s institutions, and not drop the use of any of
them.

V.6. Then shall I not be ushamed, when I have respect unto
all thy commandments.

This shews the vast latitude of Christ’s mind. His obe-
dience was universal : it reached to the uttermost of all the
Lord’s commandments. This was the desire of his mind:
it was the delight of his heart: it was the whole of his will.
To stand up betore his Father, and say, I have glorified thee
- upon the earth, I have finished the work which thou gavest me
!é) éso, would uphold his own mind even iu the presence of

od.

V. 7. I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I
shall have learned thy righteous judgments.

‘It is expressly said of our divine Lord, that ke increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man, Luke ii.
52. Our Lord’s whole life and obedience were a progres-
sion. . He went forward, step after step, in his most - per-
fect performance and observance of the whole contained iu
the divine will: what was to be done, what was to be
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avoided, he most carefully attended unto: to his perseve-
rance in his obedience and his universal respect to all the
divine commandments: he would give the whole glory
to God: he would praise him with uprightness of heart,
when under his divine teaching, and the Tight of his good
Spirit, he should have learned his righteous judgments:
what fie bad comwmanded in the moral, in the Levitical, in
the judicial, and in the prophetical intimations of the good
pleasure of his will; which are here called righteous judg-
ments. The wisdom of God shining forth in each of
them.

V.8. Iwill keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.

This expresses the will of Christ. He would keep the
Lord’s statutes : he would walk in the law of the Lord: he
would keep his testimonies: he would seek him with his
whole heart: he would do no iniquity: he would walk in
his ways: his obedience should be universal: he would per-
severe in all this. He prays thus, O forsake me not utterly.
O grant ne my desire in all this. Let as look at Christ in
all this, and behold our perfection in him,

PART 1].—BETH.

V. 9. Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? by
taking heed thereto according to thy word.

Our most adorable Lord, who was made in all things like
unto his brethren, grew up from infancy to youth, and from
thence to manhood. He was holy in his nature, person,
mind, will, affections, dispositions, thoughts, words and
works. He here asks a question to which he gives a com-
plete answer. This is the question. Wherewith shall a
young man cleanse his way ? Youth is the prime season of
life; it is the flood and spring of nature. Christ’s youth
was a glorious season, in which he brought forth fruit unto
God. But here he puts the question to himself, before the
Lord. Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way?
or, how shall such an one be kept pure, and tree from all
defilement? For our Lord was neither unclean in concep-
tion, nor birth; nor in childbood, nor in youth: be bad
nothing to be cleansed from. The question, as it respected
himself, was how he should keep himself pure and clean,
The answer is, by taking heed to his way; by walking
according to the good word of the Lord. This Jesus always
did. la this consisted the perfection of his life.
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V. 10. Withmy whole heart have I sought thee: O let me
not wander from thy commandments.

This is Christ’s request to the divine Father; who having
formed him for his praise, and on whom his all depended,
and whom he sought with his whole heart, to be kept walk-
ing before him with a perfect heart, and never in one single
instance to swerve from him in thought, word, or will. So
he prays, as containing the whole essence of all this, that he
may never deviate herefrom. O let me not wander from thy
commandments. Thou hast wrought, O Lord, thy law in m]_y
heart. Thou bast anointed me by thy Spirit; who dwells
within me, and rests upon me. O let me not wander from
thy commandments. Let me go on in the fullest and most
perfect observance of them.

V. 11. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not
sin_against thee.

It was not possible the man Jesus should sin. It was not
i)ossible the man Jesus should cease obedience to the holy
aw, whilst in his incarnate state. Noj; yet the words and
expressions made use of, and concerning him, in this Psalm,
lead us into such views of his obedience, as no other scrip-
wares do. We here see wherein his holy obedience con-
sisted. [t was in the holy activities of his mind; in his
delight in God ; in his dependence on God; in the devoted-
ness of his whole soul to God; in the regularity of his
thoughts, and the continual exercise of them all on him;
on his waiting on him in all his ordinances; in his obedience
to the whole of his revealed will; in his avoiding of all evil;
in his seeking the Lord with his whole heart; in his entire
dependence on him; in his taking heed to his word; in his
walking according to it; in his continual perseverance in
the ways of the Lord ; in his not wandering in the least in-
stance from the Lord; in his hiding, or treasuring up, the
Lord’s word in his heart. This was his preservative at all
times, and in all places; in all seasons, and in every circum-
stance. He professeth this before the Lord, unto whom he
was accountable for the whole of his life and walk, war-
fare and course. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I
vi:z'ight not sin against thee. The scripture was precious unto

im.

V. 12. Blessed art thou, O Lord : teach me thy statutes.

It was a consolation to the mind of Christ to contemplate
Jehovah’s blessedness. It was a part of his worship to re-
joice in the essential blessedness of the divine Essence, and
the Persons in the Essence, who though personally distinet,
yet are as one in the enjoyment of all contained therein
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und are equally blessed, as the one true, living, and ever-
lasting God, the whole of the divine Essence being in each
of them, and each possessed and filled with the whole
blessedness, glory, and perfections of the Three in the one
incomprehensible Godhead. Messiah here says, Blessed
art thou, O Lord, He was taken up into union with
one of the Persons in Jehovah ; yet his buman nature was
not God; he was the man in God; and as God-man he is
Jehovah’s Fellow, whose name is the Lord of hosts: here he
blesseth Jehovah, and prayeth to be taught his statutes.
Thus we have had three most glorious acts of worship
performed by Christ, which were parts of his most perfect
obedience, and go to render it most truly acceptable
tI? the dixine Majesty, Prayer, praise, and blessing the
ord.

V. 13. With my lips have 1 declared all the judgments of
thy mouth.

Our divine Lord’s whole life was one course of continunal
activity, He was sometimes most blessedly employed in
speaking of the love of God ; of his wonderful wisdom which
shone forth in the gospel of his grace. The lips of Christ
were like lilies, dropping sweetswelling myrrh: his words
were full of grace and truth. It did his own soul good to
speak of his Father, and to the honour of him, and his free
and sovereign grace. This he here declares. Nothing
warmed his heart, and elevated his mind more.

V. 14. I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as
much as in all riches.

Every part of our Lord’s obedience is by the Holy Ghost,
in this Psalm, more and more opened. Christ rejoiced in
the way of the Lord’s testimonies: he understood the ordi-
nances of divine worship : what was contained and designed
by them: he viewed them as so many representatives of
bim : he rejoiced in them as the sacred memorials the Lord
was pleased to set him forth by : he rejoiced in the way
which he walked in from time to time, that he might be
present at the worshipping the Lord in the use of them.
All the riches in, and throughout the whole creation of God,
were not, in the eyes of Jesus, such matter of joy and re-
joicing, as he found in the observing and walking in the
testimonies of Jehovah.

V.15. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto
thy ways.

This was another expression of the obedience of the man
Jesus in the fulfilment of his Father’s holy law and will. The
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whole of which was set before him in the seriptures of
truth, in the ordinances of worship. And it was the em-
ployment of the holy and vast mind of Christ Jesus to me-
ditate on the same, and to have respect unto God’s ways,
how such and such acts were to take place, and be per-
formed according to the plan of the everlasting covenant.

V. 16. I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not for-
get thy word.

The Lord Jesus was of one will with the.Three in Je-
hovah ; he was to perform their will in his obedience to the
law: this was to be executed with love, pleasure and de-
light : every act thereof was to result from his own most holy
and pure mind. He declares his heart was in all this, that
he rejoiced in the same: thus his thoughts were engaged
in meditations on the divine commands, that he delighted
himself in observing Jehovah’s statutes, and that his will
and understanding were fixed in this, that he would not for-

et the Lord’s word. It all shews and fully expresses how
the mind, the understanding, the will, the affections, the
thoughts of our Lord Jesus were perfectly exercised on
God, and on the things of God, in the service of God, to
the honour of God, and for the glory of God. Let us look
on Christ living thus in his incarnate state, that he might be
our righteousness before God, and we shall most assuredly
renounce ourselves, and say, In the Lord have we 1igh-
teousness and strength.

PART 11X.—GIMEL.

V. 17. Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live,
and keep thy word.

As our Lord Jesus expressed in his obedience, bis entire
dependance on the Father to carry him on, and bring him
to the completion of it, so here he prays accordingly. He
acknowledges himself to be Jehovah’s servant : he was so in
‘his humanity and office of mediatorship; he prays the divine
Father would deal bountifully with him his servant, by

bolding him, and his confidence in him founded on the
contract with him, and the promises made, given, and en-
gaged to be fulfilled by the everlasting covenant. That he
having in his own soul the evidence of it, might live to
him, and keep his word and perform every tittle of it.

V. 18. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of thy law.

All Messiah was to.be and do, to act and speak, was all
set before him in the Scriptures. His mind was opened by

VOL. 11. 2c
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the Holy Sﬁirit in a gradual way to apprehend what was
written in them concerning himself. Here his request is for
divine illumination, Open thou mine eyes. They were open,
but as every step he advanced in his obedience he would
need instruction, so be prays that they may be kept open;
and that he by being more and further illuminated by the
Holy Ghost, ‘might behold wondrous things out of God’s
law. It may here be remarked once for all, that the word
law in many parts of the scripture belongs to the gospel,
which contains the whole system of grace: out of which
Christ was to know, see, and perceive the Tather’s love to
him. The Spirit’s work upon him, this being received into
bis human mind, would fill him with holy wonder and ad-
miration. It would also be a powerful motive to attract
and draw his whole heart after the Lord.

V. 19. Iam a siranger in the earth: hide not thy command-
ments from me.

It was but for a limited season our Lord was to be in his
incarnate state: time was every moment flying from him,
he would improve it to the very uttermost; he makes use
therefore of this as an argument 1n prayer. Seeing he was
a stranger in the earth, he entreats the Father’s will and
pleasure might be more fully opened unto him, I uma
stranger in the earth. e was so, he came from heaven, it
was his native country. He said to his disciples, I came
Sorth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I
leave the world, and go to the Father, John xvi. 28. And
as Jesus knew this, he requests the whole of the divine
mind might be more and further opened unto him, Hide
not thy commandments from me, what I am further to attend
unto inaccomplishing thy most holy will and good pleasure.

V. 20. My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto
thy judgments at all times.

Here we have a vast expression of the outgoings of
Christ’s soul, in a way of communion with the Lord. ~His
holy desires after communion with him, his soul breaks
forth in holy aspirations, and fervent longings to enjoy the
presence of God, in his walking with him and before him;
1n his doing his will, in his waiting on him in his house and
ordinances : this was a fruit of his most perfect obedience.
He was at all times longing to worship the Lord in the most
acceptable manner. It was his meat and drink to do the
will of him that sent him, to know more of the wisdom of
God in the mystery of salvation, and to receive into his
mind a more enlarged and apprehensive view of it, from
the prophecies concerning it; for this Messiah’s soul
hungered and thirsted, My soul breaketh for the longing



387

that it hath unto thy judgments at all times. These words
are vastly expressive of the intellectual communion our
Lord had in the days of his flesh with the divine Father.

V. 21. Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, which
do err from thy commandments.

This was a righteous act in God, and holiness consists in
foving where God loves, and hating where be hates, The
proud Pharisces were cursed of God; they were the inve-
terate enemies of Christ; they did err from the command-
ments of the Lord ; they rejected his counsel and will and
revelation of the Messiah, set before them in the holy
scriptares. It may be considered as a prophetic hint con-
cerning them. _

V. %2. Remove from me reproack and contempt: for I
have kept thy testimonies.

The Lord Jesus, in the performance of his obedience as
Jehovah’s servant, had great reproach and contempt cast
upon him: he endured the contradiction of sinners against
himself. When he was reviled he reviled not again, when
he suffered he threatened not, but committed himself to
him that judgeth righteously ; so he does here; yet he
pleads his own innocence, and it is his argument with the
divine Father, why reproach and contempt should be re-
moved from him, For I have kept thy testimonies: which
shews the integrity of his mind, respecting his integrity in
his obedience to the divine will.

V. 23. Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy
servant did meditate in thy statutes.

The Elders, Scribes, and Pharisees, may be considered as
princes, and the term may be applicable to them, as they
were the principal men in the senate: and when they sat in
Jjudgment upon our Lord Jesus Christ, they spake most per-
versely against him ; what they uttered was most malicious,
it was full of spleen and venom, it was wholly unjust.
They suborned false witnesses against the Lord of life and
glory; the blessed Jesus, who was the servant of the Lord,
and who most gladly performed a perfect obedience to the
Father’s law and will, was not taken off from pursuing this
by the contempt cast upon him by the Jewish senate. No,
so far from it, that in the midst of all, his heart, his thoughts,
his mind, his will, all his faculties of memory and affec-
tion, they were all employed and engaged in meditation
upon Jehovah’s statutes. This opens to our view, believers,
where, and upon what the mind of Christ was fixed and
setiled.

2c 2
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V. 24. Thy testimonies also are my delight, and my coun-
sellors. .

This is very expressive of the rule of Christ’s life: how
he went through his work and by what he was led. The
written word was his directory, the ordinances of the Lord
were his delight, his mind was deeply and particularly en-
gaged in the study of them, he found real delight in
attending them, in observing their end and design; in
worshipping the Lord in the outgoings of his soul in them,
in making them his counsellors: for in these he saw him-
self as the Messiah, and knew by them he was to proceed
in the accomplishment of his work, by such and such regu-
lar steps. Here then, as in a glass, may be seen Christ’s
submission to his Father’s will, as one part of his most glo-
rious obedience; so that our Lord’s life, as set before us in
this inimitable Psalm, consisted of a vast variety of acts. And
as I conceive they are all here most particularly set before
us, may the Lord the Spirit give us such views of the same
as may exalt Christ in our minds. Amen.

PART 1V.—DALETH.

V. 25. My soul cleaveth unto-the dust: quicken thou me
according to thy word.

Whilst our Lord’s humanity was wholly pure and sinless,
yet in the days of his flesh he knew and experienced what
it was to be spent and fatigued with pouring out his soul
to God in prayer; he at times continued all nightin prayer
to God. He knew what fasting and temptation were, and
how these exercised the human frame ; he knew what jour-
neying from place to was ; he knew what it was to appre-
hend the guilt, the filth, and the demerit of sin. He knew
what it was to know that at the proper season the curse, in
all its extremity, would come in upon him; his mind could
not but be distinctly exercised on all these ; he knew human
nature would feel, 1t could not, even in him, but shrink and
feel all contained in the things which have been enumerated.
He might therefore well express himself to God in prayer
to be quickened : and this too, according to hisword of pro-
mise given in the everlasting covenant, My soul cleaveth
unto the dust. 1 feel what I am in iy incarnate state; not
an angel but a man; and I experience I am a man of sor-
rows and acquainted with grief. O Jehovah! quicken thy
servant, revive his mind, let in some celestial rays of light
upon my mind, to cheer, quicken, comfort and strengthen
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me, 'Thy word of promise, passed 13 the everlasting cove-
nant, gives me ground for expectation ; let it be thus with

me.

V. 26. [ have declared my ways, and thou heardest me:
teach me thy statutes.

I have given myself up to be thy willing and obedient
servant in all things: I do declare this before thy majesty.
It is the delight and joy of my soul, thus to pursue and go
on, in the most immediate course of obeying thy holy mind
and will in all things: thou hast heard my prayer, in which
I bave expressed the whole desire of my soul before thee:
O teach me thy statutes.

V. 27. Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so
shall I talk of thy wondrous works.

We have a most blessed opening to our view of the most
gracious intercourse which Jesus had with the divine Fa-
ther whilst he was in our vale of tears. His fervent
prayers and intimate communion with the Lord, were a most
glorious part of his most complete obedience; he here
requests the Lord to make him to understand the way of
his precepts. It was by divine intuitive knowledge of the
Father’s will that he was enabled to perform the same: all
was set before Christ in the divine revelation of it in the
scriptures of truth; yet Christ, as man, needed divine illu-
mination, that he might understand the same. On his being
made to understand the way of Jehovah’s precepts, he says
he would exercise himself accordingly, So skall I talk of
thy wondrous works. This was another way in which the
blessed Jesus glorified his divine Father, in his walkin
with and before him in his incarnate state. To talk of ever-
lasting love, to unfold covenant transactions, to let out and
utter the secrets of the holy Three, to shew how God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them : these were the wonderful things
of God. To talk of these wondrous acts in God, which
he came from the Father’s bosom to make known, and in
his own person to carry all the vast designs of God in
salvation into act and execution, was part of our Lord’s
most blessed employment whilst in our world.

V. 28. My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me
according to thy word.

The soul of Christ was the subject of grief, sorrow and
heaviness, whilst he was going on in the pursuit of that
work and obedience by which the law was to be magnified
and justice satisfied. He hated all sin with an invincible
hatred ; none ever saw it as he did; none ever understood
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the whole contained in it but himself; he was inwardly and
entirely free from the whole contagion of it. He was more
ﬁure in body and soul than the light ; his person was most

oly; yet he could converse with none in our world but
were all full of it. At times what brake out from his be-
loved disciples, who were men of like passions with our-
selves, could not but cause grief to his holy mind.—
‘When he had a prospect of his passion, his soul could
not but melt with heaviness at the sense of divine wrath ;
his heart and will were in his sufferings, and he was a will-
ing sufferer: yet this did not hinder him from having fecl-
ing, and expressing all the sinless affections, frames, and
feeﬁngs which belonged to his humanity ; he here therefore

rays for strength. The Father had declared he should
Eave it, and here is his request for it, Serengthen thou me
according unto thy word. Christ, as Mediator, was to receive
all his strength in him, in the prosecution of his whole work
from the divine Father, so that he prays here most agreeably
with his view of the subject.

V.29. Remove from me the way of lying : and grant me
thy law graciously.

Our most adorable Lord was in our world exposed and
exercised with sinners, who with lying lips and deceitful
tongues belched out most blasphemously, cruelly, and dis-
dainfully against him. He here prays against their rage
and cruelty, Remove from me the way of lying ; and requests
for himseﬁ' he may be favoured with a knowledge of the
grace part of the holy scriptures more abundantly; as this
would be the means, in the hand of the Spirit, of drawing
out his heart more abundantly, and of exciting him to go
on in perfecting holiness in the fear of God, and of his
cleaving to his divine Father in fulfilling all the require-
ments of his law, and the whole good pleasure of his will
with full purpose of heart.

V. 30. I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have
I laid before me.

There was nothing to Jesus more estimable than truth,
it was his own choice to walk in it; all truth, and every
part of divine truth, was very precious to Christ Jesus. He
speaks of this before the divine Father ; it is expressive of
his love to him and all which concerns him, in the truths
of the everlasting gospel, and the whole system of grace.
Thy judgments, that profundity contained and expressed
in grace, and in all the methods thereof in their originality,
in its vast designs, in its plan in contrivance, execution,
and blessings of the same, I have laid before me, and can-
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mot but most heartily concur with thee in the whole con-
tained in the same, and am ost willing to go on in exe-
cuting the work and office which thou hast called me unto.

V. 31. I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O Lord, put me
not to shame.

The whole law was written in the heart of Christ; the
outward command of God, and the inward mind of Christ,
were in the most exact unison. The glorious Jesus stnck
fast unto the divine testimonies of the Lord, and walked in
all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord blame-
less. This therefore is the request of Messiah to the divine
Father, O Lord, put me not to shame; let me not be borne
down by my enemies, but carry me through the whole and
complete performance of my obedience unto death, even the
death of the cross.

V. 32. Iwill run the way of thy commandments, when ¢thou
shalt enlarge my heart. _

Do thou, O Jehovah, quicken me according to thy word;
do thou teach me thy statutes; do thou make me to un-
derstand the way of thy precepts; do thou strengthen me
according to thy word; do thou grant me thy law gra-
ciously ; do thou, O Lord, remove every hinderance out
of the way, and I will run the way of thy commandments,
when thou shalt enlarge my heart. Thus the glorious righ-
teousness, or, in other words, the life, the holy life, the spot-
less life, the perfect life and all contained therein, both
negatively and positively, are opened to our view; with the
affections of his mind, the meditations of his heart, his
worship of God, his approaches unto him, bis delight in
him aund rejoicing before him. The Lord give us suitable
conceptions of the same.. Amen.

PART Vo~—HE.

V. 83. Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I
shall keep it unto the end.

It is very manifest to the observation of every intelligent
reader, that it is but one person speaks throughout this
whole Psalm. The connexion of the whole subject is
most divinely seen throughout every part of it: the whole
is one golden chain, it is all most agreeably smooth and
harmontous. Here Jesus addresses himself prayerwise to
the divine Majesty for instruction. When we consider our
Lord in his incarnate state, his numerous enemies; his various
trials, and those things which he had to encounter, we need
not wonder at his various requests to the divine Majesty for
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teaching ; Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes. 1t
shews that Christ’s mind was opened in a gradual way and
manner to receive diviae instruction. The human mind of
Christ was opeping continually ; as he was by Jehovah the
Father taugbt the way of his statutes, so his mind was power-
fully influenced with the love of them, and his will led to yield
all due and perfect obedience unto them ; Teack me (says he)
O Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the
end, 1t is but for me, as thy servant, tobe more and fur-
ther taught of thy mind and will respecting thy statutes,
be they moral or ceremonial, let them respect obedience or
worship, submission to thy righteous will or trust and .con-
fidence in thee, and my will be swallowed up in thine; I
shall keep it unto the end. Thy will, O Lord, is mine; I
most cheerfully acquiesce in the same, and rejoice to obey
thy sovereign pleasure in all things.

V. 34. Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law ;
yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

As we have various steps of Christ’s obedience recited,
and in what way and manner be performed it, and in what it
consisted ; so I conceive these frequent requests for divine
teaching and instruction very informing how Immanuel
went forward in obeying the holy law: he could not with-
out continual communion with God. This could not be
without prayer; be could not pray without a subject; and
as he could not contemplate what was set before bim in the
holy word, but he found the subjects vast and infinitely
great, so he could not but pray for a more enlarged compre-.
hension of them; he could only obey the divine will in
proportion to his knowledge of the same. He would ob-
serve it with his whole heart, in consequence of his real
inward knowledge of them; thercfore he says, Give me
understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall.observe
1t with my whole heart. Our Lord’s keeping the law, in-
cludes all that passed between the Father and the Son from
everlasting, Our Lord’s observance of the same was with
his whoie hcart, and it was an internal and also an external
obedience.

V. 85. Make me (Lo goin the path of thy commandments;
Jor therein dp I delight.

The words which form this request are very expressive
of Christ’s looking unto, and living upon the divine Father,
to support him, to quicken him, to instruct him, to pre-
serve, to guide, and make him go in the paths of his holy
commandments ; and thus to exercise faith on God ; and
thus to be taught of God, and to go on with growing
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strength in the paths of the Lord’s commandments, was the
delight of the Messiah. This shews that our Lord’s obe-
dience, including his whole heart, soul, will, and-affections,
sprung up inwardly from his own holy mind ; and that be
was possessed of love to God and man, agreeably (o what
the law required ; Thou sha!t love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength; and thy néighbour as thysedl/‘.

V. 36. Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to
covelousness.

As every verse and part of this Psalm opens the nature
as well as the perfection of Christ’s obedience to his Father’s
law and will, in a variety of particulars, so the love of
Christ to the divine will, as revealed, is again and again set
forth. Here he says, as dependant on his Father for every
gift and blessing of grace, that he would incline his heart
unto his testimonies, and not unto covetousness : that is, that
he would wholly engage his heart in the one, and save him
from the other. For although he was God-man, the man
in God and impeccable, yetin the days of his flesh he was
to be tempted, and he was to overcome, by faith in the
word of God, all the temptations of the enemy of souls:
yet he would pray against the power of temptation, and to
be delivered from the evil one. Thus expressing his de-
pendance on the Father and the Spirit, for strength and
victory over all the machinations of hell.

V. 37. Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and
quicken thou me in thy way.

Satan presented, in a visionary way and manner, all the
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, in @ moment of
time. And saith, All this will I give thee, 1if thou wilt fall
down and worship me. To whom Messiah said, Get thee
behind the, Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Now one part of
our Lord’s obedience consisted in avoiding all evil ; in living
wholly without, above, and beyond the least taint and infec-
tion from it. It was a part of his obedience to overcome
the devil, to foil him: to have his mind, his senses, shut
completely to all-sorts and kinds of evil. He might there-
fore well, in the course of his obedience, offer up such a
prayer as this: Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity ;
and quicken thou me in thy way. There are two parts in the
true obedience of God’s will required. The one is to turn,
to abstain from, to abhor all sin. The other is to practise
what the Lord’s law requires, and calls for. These both seem
to be comprehended in the words before us,
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V. 38. Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted
to thy fear.

Christ was the Father’s servant, by delegation and ap-
pointment. He was in the form of God, and thought it not
robbery to be equal with God. But made himself of no repu-
tation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men, Phil. 1. 6,7, It was in his
man nature he was subject to the law for us. In it,and
dnring his incarnate state, he fulfilled all righteousness, As
the servant of Jehovah he here prays. What he here prays
for, is to be stablished in the word of the Lord; or, in other
words, he rather here prays that Jehovah would stablish, or
fulfil his word unto him. For the words run thus: Stablish
thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to t/l,]y JSear. Christ
was the true Nazarite ; he was purity and holiness itself; he
was sanctified in his very conception, in andfrom the womb;
he was that holy thing that was to be called the Son of God ;
he was in heart, will, affection, in body and mind, devoted,
as the Lord’s servant, wholly to his fear ; he was the Father’s
righteous servant, of whom it was testified, The Lord is well
pleased for his righteousness sake,. he will magnify the law, and
make it honourable, Isai. xlii. 21. Here this Christ, the
servant of Jehovah, prays him to stablish his word and
make it good, by answering the prayers and requests he had
been putting up. And it requires as much grace to expect
returns and answers of prayer, as it does to pray. So here:
is another branch of our Lord’s obedience.

V. 39. Turn away my reproach which I fear : for thy judg--
menis are good.

Christ bad all the sinless infirmities in which he was mani-
fested: he knew the reproach which fell upon him all
through his life: he was looked upon with universal con-
tempt by the bulk of the Jewish nation: he was traduced
as a blasphemer, as a liar—as in compact with the devil—
as a deceiver of the people—as a false Messiah—he would
in the issue be put to death; and that accused as a false
Messiah. Now all these false charges and reproaches were
to be wiped out by his resurrection from the dead, by which
he was to be declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the Spirit of holiness. Now Jesus, it may be,
that his disciples might not stumble at what came upon him
in his incarnate state, may be considered as making this
request; Turn away my reproach which I fear. Let not my
beloved be injured by the reproaches cast upon me. For
thy judgments are good. All appointed for me to endure
and suffer, is good: I submit unto it most cheerfully: the
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whole of thy wisdom, truth, and love, which thou art pleased
to manifest in my person and mediation, is all good: itis
the essence and perfeotion of the open display of thine
essential perfections.

V. 40. Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken
me in thy righteousness.

Thus Jesus goes on, and, like the sun in the firmament,
runs his course with the utmost celerity. His love to God
and love to man run parallel, and in oune straight line toge-
ther; he loved all men, yet not as the elect of God; he
Joved them as partakers of human nature. Yet he did not
take the nature of man to become a common and universal
Saviour; no, it was those the Father gave him were those
alone whom he loved as the members of his body, of his flesh,
and of his bones. The glorious Immanuel addresseth the
divine Father thus: Bekold, I have longed after thy precepts.
This entcrs deeply into the subject of Christ’s obedience.
His whole heart was engaged in glorifying the Father: his
soul broke forth, and as it were started from his body, with
the fervent longings he had at all times, after the ordinances
and worship of the Lord. To express his love to the divine
Majesty to the very uttermost, to glorify him in the highest
degree upon the earth, this was Christ’s greatest motive,
and his highest end in, and also throughout the whole of his
obedience. He here addresseth himself to Jehovah, whose
righteous servant he was—to whom he was wholly devoted—
whom he had addressed to stablish or confirm his word
unto bim—to whom he had looked to take away the reproach
cast continually upon him. Bekold, says he to him, I have
longed after thy precepts: tohave an increasing spiritual per-
ception of their most divine excellency. He adds; quicken
me in thy righteousness. Let the virtue and influence of the
Holy Spirit be put forth more and more in and within me,
that 1 may proceed in going about doing good, and healing
all that are oppressed of the devil, and thereby prove,
O God, that thou art with me. Thus we have our Lord
Jesus Christ most divinely set forth in every passage of this
Psalm. May the Holy Ghost, if he please, give us distinct
aud proper views of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose righteous-
ness 1s ours, and whose name is the Lord our righteousness,
and in whom we are made the righteousness of God, as may
exalt in our view the acts, the aflections, the longings and
breathings of his soul after God, and as may most completely
form him in us. Amen.
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PART V1.~—VAU,

V. 41. Let thy mercies come also unto me, O Lord, even
thy salvation, according to thy word.

Here is a fresh access of ghrist to the throne of the hea-
venly grace. The request, as I conceive, is for a most en-
larged view of the mercies of the Divine nature. He requests
these might be brought home and realized in bis mind. It
would be well to have scriptural and spiritual apprehensions
of the mind of Christ. The whole of Christ’s holiness,
righteousness, love 10 God, zeal for God, delight in him,
walking before him, centering in him, were all internal acts
of his will. That the outward holiness, purity, and righte-
ousnéess of our Lord Jesus Christ, were but the effect of what
he was within. Jehovah was the object and subject of Im-
manuel’s jove: his will was the one invariable rule of our
Lord’s life and walk. The inherent perfections and blessed-
ness were opened to the mind of Christ, as those which were
the ultimate fountain from whence all holiness and perfec-
tion originated. The mercies which flowed forth towards and
upon Christ and his charch, were the fruits of an eternal
transaction between the Three in Jehovah. This the human
mind of Christ was opened gradually to apprehend. It was
from hence our Lord was kept up, and also quickened and
comforted, as he went on in the prosecution of his work.
Hence we may see the propriety of these words; Let thy
mercies come also unto me, O Lord, even thy salvation, ac-
cording to thy word. The Father appointed Christ to be
the salvation of the elect: and Jehovah was Christ’s salva-
tion: the Father promised him to carry him through the
whole of it: he gavé him his word as the ground of his
faith. Christ as the subject on whom all the sins of the
elect were laid, and the curse due to them inflicted; as
such, our divine Lord, in the exercise and execution of his
office, needed a view of the covenant mercies of the eternal
Three to him and the elect, whom he undertook to save
by his obedience and blood. He therefore requests such a
bringing home to his mind, such an apprehension of this,
as he might stay his mind on it. Let thy mercies come
also unto me, O Jehovah, even thy salvation. Let me have
a blessed salvation wrought out by thee, for me; such as
shall give full proof that my finished obedience and death are
accepted by thee. All this is according to thy word of pro-
mise, which thou gavest me in the everlasting covenant.
I request it therefore on that ground.
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V. 42. So shall I have wherewith to answer him that re-
proacheth me: for I trust in thy word.

As the mind of Christ was opened to receive and appre-
hend the state he stood in before God, as the middle person
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus—he was sup-
ported, excited, and encouraged to go on in the performance
of bis obeying the will of him that sent him. It was the
word of the covenant which passed between Jehovah and
Christ, which dwelt in Messiah’s mind. This was the mat-
ter of his support and encouragement, wherewith he had to
answer all that reproached him. His whole trust and con-
fidence was in the word of Jehovab.

V. 43. And take not the word of truth utterly out of my
mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments.

There is a very particular conuexion in the two former
verses, and this a?;o; and so indeed in all which follows in
this sixth division of this Psalm.

The precious and divine Jesus, who is in the whole of it
set before us as going on from strength to strength, in glo-
rifying the divine Father, both mentally and outwardly, he
invokes the mercies of Jehovah, and also the salvation of
Jehovab, that it resting in and engaging his whole mind
according to covenant promise, the glorious Mediator might
answer all the reproaches of the Scribes and Pharisees,
which they would invidiously cast upon him. He entreats
the Father not to take the word of truth utterly out of his
mouth; but that by the word of Jehovah dwelling in his
mind, his hope would be enlarged, and he would be still
pressing on in agreement with the divine will; exercising
his great, vast, and capacious mind on the judgments of
Gad, which were so wonderfully revealed in the word of
truth, in which were contained all the ireasures of wisdom
and knowledge. Christ himself is the person in whom all
this is contained; and in his wonderful life and death all
this is unfolded and set forth. Itis not by the expression,
And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, as
though there was a possibility of it. Noj; it is rather to be
understood thus: that as the Lord God had given Christ a
speaking tongue, the tongue of the learned, that he might
know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary—
that Christ would, his own heart being filled with the
mercies of God, his own mind satisfied with the salvation
of God, his mouth so opened to speak of his mission and
commission from God, that he might answer all questions,
silence all cavils, remove all occasions of reproach, and so
hope in the goodness of Jehovah realized in the outward
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displays of the same, that the very effect of all this might
more and more shine forth in his own life and conversation,

V. 44. So shall I keep thy law continually for ever and
ever.

To do this contained the very essence and perfection of
the whole of Christ’s life. This was the case, and it con-
tained his whole heart and his soul. He only could do
this as the whole of it appeared clear and plain to his in-
tellectual mind and understanding. And the more fully he
understood it, the more his whole heart would be engaged
to give himself up wholly to the observance thereot: his
obedience, he declares, should be continually, for ever and
ever. Indeed, as Christ from his very conception and birth
was the Lamb of God, taking away the sin of the world, so
his obedience, as he was made of a woman, made under the
law, from his birth to his death was one perpetual act; it
was for ever and ever—an immutable act. Therefore it was
an everlasting righteousness.

V. 45. And I will walk at lLiberty: for I seek thy precepts.

As the Lord Jesus kept the law of God out of an inward
principle of love to God, and walked continually in the
observance of it in all its commandinents and ordinances, to
the uttermost extent and meaning of them, so he found the
same was the means of enlarging his mind towards the Lord,
and to the remembrance of his name; so that he walked in
holy liberty, and full communion with Jehovah, All which
enlarged the mind of the glorious Mediator towards the
Lord’s revealed will, in his holy precepts.

V. 46. I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, and
will not be ashamed.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, when before the Jewish rulers,
was agsked, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the blessed? He
~said, I am. So when Pilate asked him, 4rt thou a king? he
replied, Thou suyest that I am. The apostle, commenting
on the same, says, that Jesus Christ before Pontius Pilate
witnessed a good confession, 1 Tim. vi. 18, Thus the most
precious Mediator spake agreeably to the oracles of truth,
even before the rulers and great ones in Judea, and was not
ashamed of confessing himself to be the Messiah, the Son o
the living God. So on all occasions he spake of the Father’s
love to him, of his gift of him, of his design in his wonder-
ful salvation ; all which, on various seasons, our Lord spake
of, and declared to his hearers with holy pleasure and de-

light, without the least shame or diffidence.

V.47, And I will delight myself in thy commandments,
which [ have loved.
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All these blessed sentences in this whole paragraph are
vastly expressive of the will of our Lord concerning the
fixation ot his will, and the delight of his soul, in closely and
precisely attending to the performance of the Divine pleasure.
Christ here says to the divine Father, I will keep thy lew
continually, for ever and ever. I will walk at liberty. "I seek
thy precepts. I will speak of thy testimonies. I will delight
myself in thy commandments which I have loved. To which
may be subjoined, what our Lord Jesus Christ saith in John
vi. 87—40. All that the Father giveth me, shall come to
me, and him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.
For I came down from heaven not to do mine own will, but
the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will
which hath sent me, that l}r’f all which he hath given me, I
should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlast-
ing life, and I will raise him up at the last day. Christ’s wil-
lingness in obeying the whole good pleasure of his Father’s
notified will, expressed in the everlasting covenant, and also
his commanding and revealed will in the word, was that
which gave perfection to his obedience. So that, agreeably
to the truth of this, he might well say, as he here doth, I
will delight myself in thy commandments, which I have loved.
Then follows our Lord’s obligation to the performance of
all this.

V.48. My hands also will T lift up unto thy command-
ments which I have loved ; and I will meditate in thy sta-
tules.

Jesus became the surety in the everlasting covenant. He
undertook to bring in everlasting righteousness, to make his
soul an offering for sin, to satisty all the demands of law
and justice. He became incarnate, that he might carry all
this into act and execution. In his incarnate state, and by
his circumcision, he became a debtor to do the whole law.
Thus he might truly say, when he entered on the work of
obedience, 7!@ hands also will I lift.up unto thy command-
ments which I have loved ; which was a solemn confession of
his being under the obligation of covenant engagements to
the divine commandments. All which were the Father’s, of
which our Lord thus speaks: And I know that his command-
ment is life everlasting.  Whatsoever I speak therefore, even as
the Father satd unto me, so I speak, John xii. 50. Which, I
conceive, serves to open these words of Christ here before
us; My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments
which I have loved. As the will and heart of Christ were
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covenanted for, so the will and love of Christ were most
fully and freely exercised in the performance of his cove-
nant engagements. As his whole soul was thus interested
in the same, so he declares to the divine Father for himself,
And I will meditate in thy statutes. Thns a fresh and most
glorious account hath been set forth of the obedience of
our Jesus to the secret and revealed will of his divine Father;
which here seems very fully to express that his obedience,
and all which he performed was an exact copy of the cter-
nal transactions in the councils and covenant of the Persons
io Godhead. May the Lord give us increasing light and
knowledge icto the same. Amen.

PART VII.—ZAIN.

V. 49. Remember the word unto thy servant, upon whick
thou hast caused me to hope.

Christ again and again calls himself in this Psalm Jeho-
vah’s servant, and makes use of the term, claiming it as
an high privilege, being well pleased with it, and glorifying
therem. He was so by his free and voluntary succession
of the office of Mediator in the everlasting covenant, in
which there were stipulations and restipulations between Je-
hovah and the Branch, and by these the covenant was con-
stituted, and the parties engaged to act so and so towards
each other. To this the word before us must refer. Our Lord
Jesus, as the Father’s servant, thus addresseth him: Re-
member the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast
caused me to hope; which may either comprehend all the
promises made to him, as the head of his body the church,
many of which concerned them, and some of them only
concerned himself; or, it may be, a particular word in that
great transaction, which might have some particular refer-
ence to the sustaining the humanity of the Saviour, in the
day of the Lord’s fierce anger. The word of Jehovah the
Father, in his covenant engagements with the Mediator, was
the foundation of Christ’s faith and hope. It was from them
he derived consolation, it was by them he was most divinely
animated. He here requests the divine Majesty to remember
his word unto him ; he knew he rested entirely on it, and
on.the divine faithfulness, to make it good to him. He
pleads this, that his being led to trust in Jehovah’s word was
his own great grace towards him. Remember the word
unto thy servani, upon which thou hast caused me to hope.
The argument of the request rests upon the relation which
subsisted between God and Christ. He was Jehovah's ser-
vant. This was the foundation of the covenant compact.
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The word of promise to Christ was founded on this. Jeho-
vah had drawn Christ to apprehend and believe this; he
rested his mind hereon. All which he ascribes to the Lord.

V. 50. This is my comfort in my affliction; for thy word
hath quickened me.

Christ was, all throughout his whole life in our world, a
man of sorrows, and acquainted with griefs. He needed
comfort for his holy mind whilst he sojourned in this vale
of tears. It was not to arise from himself ; it was to flow
into his holy mind from the word and promises of God, each
of which suited him in every case and circumstance he was
to be in and pass through. It was his comfort, he here says,
in his affliction. For, says he to the divine Father, thy word
hath quickened me. He was reanimated by the views he had
of the divine promise made to him, and which belonged
unto him ; and by this very means he had most blessed com-
munion with Goj,.

V. 51. The proud have had me greatly in derision ; yet have
I not declined from thy law.

None could be more haughty than the rulers of the Jews
were, nor more contemptuously treat Christ than the Jewish
rulers did. They exceeded all bounds; yet our Lord most
{)aliently submitted to the whole of their rage and cruelty.

Vhilst not one contemptuous look, nor jeer, but he must
have most sensibly felt; yet he submitted to all, he bore
all, sustained all ; because this was one part of his obedience
to the divine will. The Apostle says of our Jesus, he en-
dured the contradiction of sinners against himself. Our Lord
himself here says, The proud have had me exceedingly in de-
rision ; yet have I not declined from thy law. No; nothing
could take off his heart one single moment from attending
to all set before him in the scriptures of truth. It was his
very meat and drink to do the will of him that sent him, and
to finish his work.

V. 52. I remembered thy judgments of old, O Lord; and
have comtorted myself.

As the everlasting covenant had been laid before him, and
what was to come on the Jewish people, was set before him in
prophecy, and as the counsels of Jehovah from of old were
faithfulness and truth, so the Mediator from the remem-
brance of this comforted himself ; just as he did in the days
of his flesh, when he said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even
so, Father : for so it seemed good in thy sight, Matthew xi.
25, 26. It was a principal act in the most consummate obe-
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dience of our Lord—his full and entire acquiescencein the
whole good pleasure of all the acts, decrees, and will of the
divine Majesty. He knew it was most holy, just, and good.
It was agreeable unto, and worthy of Jehovah, it being con-
sistent with his infinite nature and essential perfections, and
blessedness, Jesus drew comfort from such views and eon-
siderations as these.

V. 53. Horror hath taken hold upon me, decause of the
wicked tlmtgjforwke thy law.

Our Lord, from t]{e scriptures of truth, foresaw what
would come upon the Jews for their despising him, the
Christ of God—for their rejection of him as such—for their
pride in having him greatly in derision—as he had in
remembrance God’s jndgments of old, und these ns accorded
in the holy word, and had comforted himself; so in a view
of the wrath of God which wonld most assuredly fall upon
the wicked, he says, Horror hath taken hold upon me, because
of the wicked that forsake thy law. For on the apostate

ews the wrath of God would comve down to the uttermost.
Put the following words in contrast with these, and I con-
ceive you will have the most complete explanation of them.
And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept
over tt, saying, If thou hudst known, even thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong wnto thy peace! but now
they are hid from thine eyes, Luke xix. 41, 42.

V. 54. Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my
pilgrimage.

"Fhis is a fresh expression of ihe obedience of our Lord
Jesos Christ.  His will was wholly engaged: his heart de-
lighted in the execution of it: it afforded him matter for
continual meditation : it warmed his soul: so that it was a
cause of making Jesus merry in heart. Hence he ex-

R . . E w
presseth himself to the divine Father thus, Thy stututes
have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.” He took
delight in approaching unto God, and singing forth his glo-
rious praise, 1n making melody in his heart to the Lord.

V.55. I have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night,
and have kept thy lew.

This was the devotion of his mind, and here he expresses
it. His divine and spiritual exercises in the night consisted
in thinking over, and in pondering on the eternity, infiuity,
and majesty of Jehovah; in contemplating on the outgo-
ings of everlasting love to him ; in viewing his person as
the object and subject of the love and complacency of the
Holy "Trinity; in remembering how the Lord had pre-
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claimed himself to be the Lord, the Lord God, gracious and
merciful, pardoning iniquity, transgression and sin. ‘This
was the subject and exercise of our Lord’s mind in the
night. Hc spent whole nighis in praver 10 God ; it was a
part of his maost sacred employment to consider and search
the scriptures; by the which he understood how far he was
advanced in the course of his obedience, and what yet rc-
mained for him to perfect : hereby he was excited to go on,
antil he had completed the whole. So that bereis a fur-
ther view of the holiness and spiritnality of Christ’s mind ;
whieh was, what it was, by means of these subjects.

V. 5G. Lhis I had, because I kept thy precepts.

Thus our divine Jesus was continuilly retlecting the glory
and transcendent excellency of the divine nature, as ex-
pressed in the holy law of God, in, and by every act of his
mind, which was & most perfect transcript of it. He wus
perfect in heart: his mind was wholly stayed on Jehovah:
he was his centre, bis circumference, his all in all: he ar-
rived to perfection in his life and conversation, in his affec.
tions and tempers, in his devotions and aspirations after
God, because he kept the divine precepts.  Tkis I had, be-
rause I kept thy precepts, May weso look into the hearr,
will, and mind of Churist, and so survey how our most pre-
cious [inmanuel perpetually exercised himself towurds the
Lord, as may lead us to the highest estimation of hun,
which the Holy Ghost can produce in our renewed minds.
Amen.

PART VIII.—CHETH.

V. 57. Thou art my portion, O Lord : I have said that I
would keep thy words.

This is our Lord’s coufession, and profession, af what
Jehovah was to him. He was bis portion; his inheritance;
his treasury ; bis God ; his all. This hath often been opened
in many of these most divine hywnns we have befose passed
shrough. The head of Christis God. Christ is the head
of the whole creation : he is the fulness of nature, the ful-
ness of grace, the fulness of glory. It hath pleased the
Father that in him should all fulness dwell. Cheist is the
head of the whole clection of grace. The one sole medium,
and Mediator, between God and the whole creation. To
us shere is byt one God, the Futher, of whom are all thiugs,
and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Christ as God-man,
what he is as such, is whoily of grace. Not that his God-
head is derived. No; that is impossible. But that the man
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Jesus should be predestinated to be one person of God, and
thus be the image of the invisible God, the man in God, the
Fellow of the Lord of host, the Alpha and Omega, the first
and last in all God’s thoughts, ways, works, purposes, and
designs towards and concerning all the works of his hands,
this is all of grace. Christ as mediator of reconciliation is
also of grace. There is one God, and one Mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 1 Tim. 1. 5. God the
Father in a covenant way, is the God of Christ. Christ is
under him, the one Lord : he hath the Lord for his portion.
He here professeth it. Thou art my portion, O Lord. This
is the very essence of Christ’s blessedness. The Father was
always with him, in his incarnate state: he did always the
things which pleased him: he-set the Lord always before
him : his whole heart and soul was open to him. He says
here, Thou art my portion, O Lord: 1 have said, that I
would keep thy words. This Jesus undertook in the ever-
lasting covenant before the world was. To fulfil which he
became incarnate: he here declares what the Lord was to .
him : what he bad said before him. And his heart is immu-
tably disposed to keep Jehovah’s words ; to publish and pro-
claim the same, by his preaching the everlasting gospel,
which was another part of his obedience to his Father’s most
holy will and pleasure.

. 58. I intreated thy favour with my whole heart : be mer-
ciful unto me according to thy word.

The man Jesus, as one with the essential Word, had Je~
hovah for his portion; which must exceed all which can
possibly enter into the minds of elect angels or saints ever
to conceive. God in all his persons and perfections, and
with all contained in his covenant relation to us, in Christ,
is the Lord our God. Yet this, and his being our portion,
our inheritance, and our excecding great reward, is far be-
low what is contained in these words, as pronounced by
Christ, Thou art my portion, O Lord. Jesus mentions this
here, to shew it was the knowledge of this which kept up
his great mind, and was the great motive which influenced
him in and throughout every thought, word, work, and act
of his obedience. An enjoyment of Jehovah’s favour was
the greatest desire of his mind. This he entreated for with
his whole heart: he had requested his mercy: all which
was according to Jehovah's word of promise made in the
everlasting covenant to Messiah. God’s favour is his face:
for him to shine on his beloved Son, to look on the face
ot his Christ, this is his request here. I entreated thy favour
with my whole heart. This is expressive of the vast out-
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goings of Christ’s mind, in free and open fellowship with
the Lord. This was most assuredly answered. Our Lord
saith, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I
knew that thou hearest me always, John xi. 41, 42. Jesus,
all the while he acted as the surety of his people in our
world, needed Jehovah’s mercy to be exercised upon and
towards him, according to the office in which he exercised
himself. Be merciful unto me, according to thy word. As
he stood for all his members, so he became their mouth,
and often prayed on their behalf. 1t may be so understood
here. Not but Christ, as the surety, needed all contained in
this for himself.

V. 39. Ithought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy
testimonies.

Every fresh sense and apprehension of Jehovah’s favour
gladdened the soul of Christ: it reinvigorated his mind :
he was not only refreshed, but he was quickened and excited
in pursuing his obedience : he reflected on what he had al-
ready done in conformity to the divine will : he considered
also what was still before’ him. And he applies himself
with the utmost assiduity to the further performance of the
same. I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy
testimonies. Christ’s mind was all thought, and nothing but it:
his thoughts were all most correctly arranged, and kept on the
one grand object of bringing in everlasting righteousness : his .
fect were never out of the way. Therefore when he here says,
I turned my feet unto thy testimonies, it is only expressive of
his spiritual assiduity 1n proceeding on from strength to
strength. This opens most gloriously to view the celerity
of our Lord’s mind in his obedience.

V. 60. I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy command-
ments.

All which shews how the whole of Christ was engaged,
His thoughts in thinking on the Lord : his mouth in speak-
ing to the Lord : his heart in meditating on the Lord : his
memory in considering the testimonies of the Lord: his
will in obeying the Lord ; I made haste, and delayed not to
keep thy commandments: all this is uttered before the Lord.

V. 61. The bands of the wicked have robbed me: but I have
not forgotten thy law.

When the band of soldiers seized Jesus, in the garden of
Gethsemane, they robbed him of his liberty ; they violently
assaulted him; they bound him, and led him forth in
triumnph, and delivered him into the hands of his most cruel
enemies; he was robbed by his enemies of his good name
and fame, and character ; and of his blood and life. Yet
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they could not put a stop to his living and dying to the
glory of God. I have not forgotten thy laww. Jesus sud in
the days of his flesh, Therefore doth my Father love me, be-
cause I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandinent have I received of my Father, John x.
17, 18.

V.62, At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee,
because of thy righteous judgments.

Thus the blessed Jesus was all prayer; all praise 3 all de-
votion, both by day and night, sleeping and waking: his
mind was always suited to the highest acts of devotion: to
have and hold the most intimate communjon with the Lord.
As the goodness andmercy of God are continval, so the holy
ieind of Christ was perpetually on the same. The compre-
hension of Christ, raspecting the acts of the vast and incom-
prehensible mind of Jehovah, were such, that from the
same he found watter for continual thanksgiving. He was
so filled with the knowledge and sense of the same, that he
could not express himself on the subject otherwise than he
here doth. A4t midnight will I rise to give thanks unto
thee, because of thy righteous judgments. ~Which way be
considered as expressive ot the holy ordinances which the
Lord had ordained and commanded. In which, and
by them, his great salvation was expressed, and shewed
forth,

V. 63. I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of
them that keep thy precepts.

This is a further expression of our Lord’s most perfect
obedience to the holy law of God in all things; he not only
loved God perfectly, but he loved all whom God loved,
and all whom God had brought to the knowledge of him,
and to love him because he first Joved them; he became a
companion of all such. This being grace, he here speaks of it
as such, T am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of
them that keep thy precepts; which is another effect of the
complete life and obedience of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
of his most perfect counformity to his divine Father’s will.
it shews where the heart of Chrisr was; it is very expres-
sive of those with whom he loved to associate; ot what he
approved in these persons, and why he made them his
companions,

V.64, The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy; teach me
thy statutes,

Jesus, who was wisdom in its highest perfection, even he
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who could comprehend nature in its causes, operations, and
productions, could say, The earth, O Lord, is full of thy
mercy, teach me thy statutes.

Our Lord could look no where on any part of the visible
creation, but he saw impressed on it the wisdom and good-
ness of the Lord: nor any part of the divine provider.ce
and procedure of the Lord towards his creatures, and the
creation, animate” or inanimate, or on his church and
people, but he beheld such a display of mercy as could but
affect his holy soul; on a survey of which he cries out in
an exclamation, saying, The earth, O Lord, is full of thy
mercy, teach me thy statutes: let me profit thereby. Thus
a real sense of the favour of Jehovah to the man Christ
Jesus, produced most blessed effects. He thought on his
former obedience: he was by it quickened by # to present
obedience; he applied himself with renewed diligence, and
in a fresh and renewed revival of his graces, to an attention
to the divine will. He made haste, aad without the least
delay he went on to keep the commandments of the Lord;
he forgot not the law. He rose at midnight to give thanks
to the Lord for the riches of his grace, which he had re-
vealed and manifested in the display of his grace and
mercy. He was a companion with all such as feared the
Lord and kept his precepts; his very soul was swallowed
up in admiration at the fulness of Jehovah’s mercy towards
the earth, and creatures, and church, and saints. Thus the
greatness of Christ’s mind is more and more opened, and
discovered. May the Lord, the Holy Ghost, open our
minds to the great subject before us, and the subject in
the Psalm before us to our minds. Amen.

PART IX.—TETH.

V.65, Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, O Lord, ac-
cording to thy word.

This is an acknowledgment made by Jesus, as the servant
of Jehovah, concerning his dealings with him. He bhad
led bim on thus far in the way of obedience ; he had per-
mitted himi and given bim strength, most obediently and
devoutly to serve him; he had favoured him with the re-
freshing dews of his tavour; with, the light of his coun-
nance; with an enjoyment of his favour: with real, blessed
and most intimate communion with himself; he had filled the
human mind of Jesus with a very extensive prospect of his
Divine sovereignty, goodness, and mercy ; for which the Lord
Christ here makes his acknowledgments, saying, Thou hast
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dealt well with thy servant, O Lord, according to thy word.
Thus Jesus expresses his gratitude to the divine Father for
the same; which was all agreeable 10 his most holy word,
and a full expression of his truth and faithfulness:to Messiah.

V. G6. Teach me good judgment and knowledge : for I have
believed thy commandments.

The blessed Jesus, in the days of his flesh, gathered in-
struction from all things with which he®vas exercised. It
is said of him in the New Testament, Though he were a Son,
yet learned he obedience by the things whick he suffered, Heb.
v. 8. What he learnt made way for the free and full ex-
ercise of his faith: this also led him into a sound judgment
and knowledge of the same; this made way for his practice
thereof. Yet he was a man, and as the Mediator between
God and men, the mwan Christ Jesus, wholly dependant
on the Holy Spirit for divine teaching and increasing in-
struction.

V. 67. Before I was afflicted I went astray : but now have
I kept thy word.

Our Lord Jesus never went astray, but his sheep did.
One of them therefore, in the name of ail the rest, confessed,
All we like sheep have gone ustray ; we have turned every one
to kis own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquities
of us all, Isal lili. 6. And another speaking to the sheep
who had gone aside from God, says 10 them, For ye were as
sheep going astray ; but are now returned unto the shepherd
and_bishop of your souls. And Christ as their mouth, says,
Before I was afflicted I went astray; he was responsible for
all his members: their sins and wanderings were all laid by
the Lord upon him, he bore the curse due to these. Thisis
the cause why a stop is put to their wanderings; his blood
is the cure for their wounds. His death puts a stop to their
wanderings, so he says, in the words before us, Before I
was afflicted 1 went astray: but now have I Lept thy word.
It is Christ’s being wounded, tormented, stricken, and
afflicted for his people ; itis his having borne their sins, and
carried their sorrows, is their reconciliation to the law and
justice of God. Nor can they keep his word and holy in-
stitutions in their minds to any good purpose, any turther
than they have right apprehensions hereot'; so that it was
the knowledge which Christ bimself had of the mecthod of
reconciliation, which, according to divine transactions,
he was himself to work out, which kept him close to fuliil
the word of him which sent him.

V. 68. Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy
statutes.
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This is a confession of what Jehovah is; his nature is a
fountain of essential blessedness and perfection; he is an
inexhaustible fountain of all communicable blessedness and
goodness to Christ; to him, as tire head of his body the
chureb; to all the members of Christ, who are members of
his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. This Jesus was
well persuaded of; as also that he was continually impart-
ing bis goodness 16 him, and to the whole church, in and
through him; he therefore prays for more knowledge of the
divine statutes.

V. 69. The proud huve forged a lie against me : [or, lies]
but I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart,

In various parts and expressions of this most divine
Psalm, we have very many interlocutory passages which
refer to our Lord’s passion. It was in a very especial man-
ner, when Christ was immediately in his suffering state, the
proud enemies, the Scribes, Tulers, and Pharisees, forged a
lie against him ; not that it was then begun, it had been
their practice before ; yet it did by no means take off Christ’s
heart, nor hinder him from following on to keep the divine
presepts; no, it was rather his excitement to this; which
shews the holiness and immutability of our Lord’s will.

V. 70. Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy
law.

By which expressions it is signified, the enemies of Christ
were insensible; they were stupified, they were overcome;
they could not act as men in their senses. Jesus was alto-
gether full of activity; his whole soul was in full pursuit
after God, both to do and suffer his most holy and righteous
Wfiﬂ; I delight in thy law—in every part, branch, and tittle
ol 1t.

V. 71. 1t is good for me that I have been afflicted; that
1 might learn thy statutes.

Our divine Lord, in and throughout the whole of his in-
carnatc state, might well be considered as having through
the whole of it been afflicted: he knew the whole contained
in human nature, and how far it was inferior to the angelic:
he kuew what all the sinless infirinities of it were, and in
what they cousisted: he knew what it was to be afllicted
with temptations: it is expressly said of him, Wherefore in
all things it behoved him to be nade like unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people; for in that he himself hath suffered being tempted,
he is able to succour them that are tempted, Heb. ii. 17, 18.
In consequence of afflictions, temptations, and sorrows, in-
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numerable and incenceivable;, the glorions Mediator was
brought into an enlarged knowledge of the Lord's divine
statotes.

V.72 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thou-
sands of gold and silver. ’

Norhing above, nothing beneath, could sait the mind of
Christ more than the law of Jehovah's mouth. The com-
mandments expressed in the everlasting covenant, attracted
the will, heart, and affections of Christ altogether All the
treasures of both worlds were not, to Christ, equal te his
keeping the commandments of the Lord. Thus we have an
idea conveyed to us, how Jesus prized his Father’s holy law;
bow he preferred it to all things; how dear and precious it
was to him. So we have a fresh view of his obedience set
before us. May the Spirit of the living God make him,
who is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that
believeth, more dear, and precious unto us, by every word
and sentence uattered by him in this sacred bymn. Amen.

PART X.—JOD.

V.73. Thy hands have made me and fashioned me : give
me understanding, that I may learn thy commandments.

The humanity of Jesus was made, fashioned, organized,
and framed, by the immediate will and power of God; it
was articulated by the Holy Ghost; it was most exquisite
in its frame, textwure, form, and size; not the least irregu-
larity'in it.  Our Lord here acknowledges Jehovah’s con-
cern in the same; he was suited to be a proper vehicle for
the Essential Word to dwell in and inhabit: Thy hands have
made me and fashioned me. And that on purpose thar I
might be a perfect model of purity, holiness, and righteous-
ness. 1 am entered on the work of obedience; I have most
freely given myself up to do this; I have thus far proceeded
in doing thy most holy wiil; my whole soul delighteth in
the same; it is better to me to hear the voice of thy law,
and enter into the same, than thousands of gold and silver;
it being thus with me, and as [ am in the uttermost pursait
of accomplishing thy holy law, give me understanding that
I may learn thy commandments, and know more of the
worth and excellency of them.

V. 74. They that fear thee will be glad when they see me;
because I have hoped in thy word.

Our Lord is here setting forth another and distinct act of
his obedience. He, by his communion with saints, and in
his ccmmmunications unto them, would give them cause to



41

be glad in heart, and joyful in hope; especially as they
should, by the knowledge of him, be so enfightened as to
apprehend him in his most perfect obedience, in his perse-
verance therein: that his support were the promises of the
everlasting covenant, and liow he exercised his hope on
them; he had good ground for his hope; it had been testi-
fied of him~— And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots; and the
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit
of Enowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make
him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord, lsai. xi.
1—3. A sight of Christ, as the Messiah, wonld afford glad-
ness of heart to saints who were longing for his coming in
the flesh.  And a sight of him in his incarnate state, could
not but be refreshing unto them, as they looked on him as
the anointed of God, and becheld in him the exercise of
every grace.

V.75. 1 know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, -and
that thou in faithfulness hast affticted me.

The knowledge of Jesus was great: his human under-
standing was vastly comprehensive; he knew all contained
in the law, in the statutes, in the judgments, in the testi-
monies, in the precepts, in the word of God, as revealed in
the word and ordinances given and commanded; he knew
the whole contained in the everlasting covenant; he knew
his own partin it, and how far he had proceeded in his ac-
complishment thereof; be knew he was to be a whole burnt-
offering forsin; and sin could not be laid on him but he must
feel it, and endure the curse due unto it. As having the
anticipation of the same, and fully yielding to the will of
the divine Father, he says, I know, O Lord, that thy judg-
ments are right, and that thow in faithfulness hast afflicted me.

Which led him to pray according to his case, as thus
expressed:

. 76. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my
comfort, according to thy word unto thy servant.

Jesus knew his hour would come when he would be made
sin and a curse ; he knew what promises hie had to rest upon
for strength and succour at that time ; he well knew what
would then well suit his mind, a real view of Jehcvah’s
merciful kindness. This alone could support him, this alone
could comfort him. e had Jehovah’s word to rest upon.
He, as the servant of Jehovah, looked for the fulfilinent
thereof ; he therefore says, Let, [ pray thee, thy merciful
kindness be for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy
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servant. In this he was heard. Luke tells us, 4nd there
appeared unto him an angel from heaven strengthening him.
Some will have it to be the holy Comforter, who alone
could sustain the Mediator’s mind when he stood before
the divine Majesty with all the sins of the elect. They ground
what they have for it on the following scripture : For if the
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprink-
ling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh ; how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purgeyour conscience
JSrom dead works to serve the living God? Heb. ix. 13, 14,

V.77, Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may
live ; for thy law is my delight,

This request is one with the former, only it expresseth
the importunity of Messiah’s soul; and also his fervent desire
that he might have such an intellectual apprehension of the
tender mercies of Jehovah, that the subject might be so
brought home to his mind, as that he might live to God
under the whole weight of Imputed sin and inflicted curse.
He gives this as a reason why he requested what he did. For
(says Jesus) thy law is my delight. Let me but express my
love to thee, holy Father, and I am most perfectly satisfied.

V. 78. Let the proud be ashamed, for they dealt perversely
with me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy pre-
cepts.

This is a request made by Jesus, and in it is represented,
by way of prophecy, what would befal the unbelieving and
apostate Jews. They were, and still are, covered with shame,
on account of their perversely dealing with Christ, and put-
ting him to death. It was owing to wilful blindness and
obstinacy in them that they rejecied Jesus, and caused himn
to be put to death. Yet this did not put a stop to Christ’s
obedience. I will, says he, meditate in thy precepts. By
which he understood what his sufferings in every part and
sort, sense, pain, feeling, and perception, were to be; and
by his meditations on what was revealed concerning them,
he the more freely and fully gave himself up to the divine
will and decrees of the divine Father, to submit most rea-
dily unto them.

V. 79. Let those that fear thee turnunto me, and those that
have known thy testimonies. )

This is a prayer to the divine Majesty on benalf of saints
in the land of Judea ; many of whouw, at the time of Christ’s
death, were not brought to the knowledge and acknowledg-
ment of him, that he was the very Christ. Such Jesus prays
for here, saying, Let those that fear thee turn unto me.
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So they did after his ascension and glorification, when
the Hulyy Ghost came down upon the apostles, and so fully
testified of Christ’s Messiahship. They were fully convinced
that that same Jesus, who bad been crucified, was both Lord
and Christ. The other part of the verse seems to belong to
our Lord’s disciples and followers present with him in his
incarnate state, and afterwards. These having been brought
to the knowledge of Christ, and of his testimonies, of ail
which belong to his holy ordinances, which as modes of
worship he received from his divine Father, and delivered
them to his apostles and church ; he here prays the divine
Father for them: Let those that fear thee turn unto me, and
those that have known thy testimonies.

V. 80. Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; that 1 be
not ashamed.

This is a request for a progressive going on in continued
obedience to the divine will of him that sent him, that his
heart might be sound and sincere in and throughout the
whole of 1t; which by no means conveys an idea that it was
possible it might be otherwise. Our Lord’s humanity in
every part and faculty was impeccable. It was impossible
for him to sin ; and sin cobsists in non-obedience to the divine
will. These expressions therefore, in his mouth, are only ex-
pressive of his entire dependance on the Father and Spirit
for the whole he needed as man, as Mediator, as God-man,
Immanuel God in our nature. May the Lord the Spirit open
to our spiritnal view the particular acts of our Lord’s most
holy mind, as set before us in this section of the Psalm, and
may our souls be led to admire Jesus for the same. Amen.

PART X1.—CAPH.

V. 81. My soul fainteth for thy salvation : but I hope in
thy word. ‘

[t would be well to read the whole of this Psalm, viewing
Jesus stamping every part of it with the worth and dignity
of his whole person as God and man, in whom dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily. The human sou! of
Christ, which was the glory of his bumanity, and taken up
into personal union with the Son of the living God, was the
seat of all communicable grace and glory. So that the
thoughts of his mind, the delight of his will, the outgoings
of his soul, the acts of his understanding, were all sanctified
by the personal union; and contained that perfection in them
which cannot be expressed, nor conceived of. Noj; not by
all the saints and angels in glory. Here our Lord is ex-
pressing the earnest desires of his mind to accomplish sal-
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vation. My soul fainteth for thy saivation. He calls it Je-
hoyak’s salvation, as the whole plan originated in the will
of the Three who bare record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost, und these three are one. Which salva-
tion was to be wrought out by Jesus in our nature, as the
man in God, who was personally one with the essential
Word., To accomplish it was our Lord’s desire. He ex-
presseth his confidence he should ; I hope in thy word. The
covenant in which he was engaged could not be hroken:
the securities of it, and the promises thereof, could not fail.
He here expresses his full expectation in Jehovah for
the same. My soul fainteth for thy salvation : but I hope in
thy word. Our Lord expressed himself, 1n the days of his
flesh, on the same subject thus. 1 kave a baptism to be bap-
tized with; and how I am straitened till it be accomplished!
Luke xii. 50.

V. 8¢. Mine eyes fail for thy word, saying, When wilt thou
comfort me?

Jesus in his expressions here pursues the subject con-
tained in the former verse. His eyes, the eyes of his mind,
were continually fixed on the Lord. This was with the
greatest intensity : he even failed of his bodily sight, as it
were, by reason of the deep exercise of his thoughts in
prayer, praise, study, in reading the scriptures; in closely
attending to what was revealed therein concerning himself;
in obgerving therefrom what also was his Father’s will con-
cerning his obedience and sufferings, sacrifice and death.
He cauld not therefore, whilst he passed over all the subjects
in his own mind, and viewed the sorrows and griefs which
would invade his whole frame, but cry out before the di-
vine Majesty, When wilt theu comfort me? 1t is designed
to set forth and express the affections of Christ’s human
mind.

V.83. For I am lLecome like a bottle in the smoke; yet do
1 not forget thy statutes.

Qur most precious Lord, whilst in his incarnate state, was
not only humbled by his laying astde the form of God, and
taking upon him the form of a servant, but he was humbled
also as the Messiah.  So that he was only in the eyes of the
carnal Jews like a boitle in the smoke. They saw no form ner
comeliness .in him; nor any beauty that they should desire
himy, or trust in him; or glory in him. ‘I conceive Jesus-in
his own wind felt and found he was as he ‘here expressetii.
For T am become like a bottle in the smoke. His purity and
grace, his outgoings after the Lord, were never stopped : his
graces never withered: they knew no decay ; but he com-
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prehended, intellectually, what he was in the sight and ap-
prehensions of the people: the low thoughts they had of
him : he knew they most heartily despised him: he knew
at times his own relations after the flesh, and his real disci-
ples also knew not what to think and say concerning him.
All which had its full impression on his most holy mind;
and, aswe may say, could not but grieve bis pure spiriz, Yet
it did only serve for the exercise and display of his wind
in its actings, more and more, on whom and what his heart
was fixed ; which was on the Lord and his statutes. Let the
insults offered him, the coatempt put on him, be what they
might, whilst he might be in the views of others, yea, and
even in his own, like & botlle in the smoke. Yet, says he to
the divine Majesty, do [ wot ferget thy statutes. Which
shews his whole sonl was so set and fixed on them as never
to depart therefrom.

V. 84. How many are the days of thy servant? when wilt
thou execute judgment on them that persecule me?

These are questions propesed by Jesus unto the divine
Majesty. He was the servant of Jehovah : he was all will
to obey him : he was all Jove to him : bhis time was all de-
creed : he only asks how many his days wese: ke wantsto be
iuformed how far time was goune with him: what yet re-
mained before him: when, and how, the Lord would exe-
cute jiklgment on them that persecuted him. Noi that he
might rejoice in the downtal of his foes; but in the righ-
teousness and faithfulness of God, in his righteousuess, in
his executions of his judgment of his most just and righte-
ous wrath against the Jews for their rejection of bis Son, the
oply true Messiah, the Lord Jesus Chirist. For bini to know
when he shouki emerge out of this, and be so exalted as for
all his enemies to become his footstool, is the subject matier
of this verse.

V. 85. The proud have digged pits for me, which are not
after thy law.

The proud scribes, pharisees, and rulers of the Jews, con-
trived, plotted, and assembled tagether, to take away the
life of Christ. They were nape of them after God's law ;
it had no place in them ; they neither regarded it, nar did
they praciise it; they were always on the watch for Christ;
seeking to catch sometbing from him, that they might ac-
cuse lum. When the time came for Messiah 1o suffer, then
they suborned false witnesses against him. Thus-they digged
pits for bam. All which was not after the law of Gaod. No;
It was a mosL grievous violation of the same. It comes in
here as prophetic.



