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our high valuation and esteem of our most precious Lord
Jesus Christ.

V. 9. I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou for-
gotten me 2 why go I mourning because of the oppression of
the enemy ®

These words are a prayer, offered up to the divine Father,
whom he just before had entitled The God of his life, whom
here he gives a fresh title to, calling him, God my rock. In
the night, whilst deep calleth unto deep; whilst all the
waves and billows of divine wrath go over me; when itis
night with me, the Tather covering himself with a cloud,
and he says, Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and
against the man that is my fellow, yet my prayer shall be
to the God of my life. I will sayunto God my rock, Wki/
hast thou forgotien me? Why go 1 mourning because of the
oggression of the enemy? Here are two questions asked by
Christ, in this his prayer: Iwill say unto God my rock, Why
hast thou forgotten me? This is the first, Itis put upin
faith., He addresses God as his rock, which implies he
found an all-sufficiency of strength in him. The question
put, shews the free access the Mediator had with the Fa-
ther. The question put, Why hast thou forgotten me ? im-
plies nothing more than the immediate need the Mediator
stood in, of Jehovah’s divine interposition on his behalf.
The second question is of the same import. It is this:
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?
It was all clear to the mind of our Lord. He knew the why,
and the wherefore. Yet it pleased him thus to express him-
self, to shew us, how good it is for us in secret prayer, to
have it filled with asking questions of our heavenly Father;
as it leads us many a tme, to conceive rightly of our own
renonal cases; and it serves to draw out the heart of our
1eavenly Father, in a manifestative way, so as for him to
grant us gracious answers, agreeable and suited to our sup-
plications.

V. 10. As with « sword in my bones, mine enemies re-
proach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God?

It may be said, this was one of the most bitter, cutting,
and scvere strokes the great Mediator had to grapple with,
and sustain. The rcproach of his enemies, their contempt
and reproach cast on him, as the Messiah, the most precious
and anointced one, who camme from God, whom they despised
most heartily, treated most cruelly, and reflected on most
bitterly, that he should profess the least confidence in God.
This was as a sword in the bones, which pierced through
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and through. It reached the very heart of Christ. He
could not but complain of it to the divine Father. This was
the behaviour of his enemies, even when he was nailed to
the tree. They then said, He trusted in God: let him
deliver him now if he will have him : for he said, I am the
son of God. Matthew xxvii. 43.

V. 11. Why artthou cast down, O my soul? and why art
thou disquieted within me? Ilope thou in God: for I 'shall
yGe; fraise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my

These words are a fresh repetition of verse 5. They are
spoken by Messiah to his own mind. He asks himself
these questions : Why art thou cast down, O my soul? und
why art thou disquieted within me? Serrows and sufferings
will soon be over. Enemies and mockers will soon cease. I
shall emerge out of all, and shine brighter than ever. O
my soul, there is everlasting consolation for thee to enjoy.
Look beyond thy sufferings; look off thy sorrows; look
away from thine enemies; look beyond them ; look to
God thy rock—to him’ as the God of thy life—to him as
thy God—to him as the living God—to him as thy rest—
thy centre—thy circumference—thy all. Hope in God.
Thou hast all in God to encourage thee. He 1s bound b
his own immutable will, council, covenant, oath, word,
and promise to lift me up above, and beyond all my sorrows,
enemies, and persecutors. Hope therefore in God. In the
truth of his covenant; in the promises of it; in his faith-
fulness to fulfil them all. For I shall yet praise him. He
will not fail me. He will not forsake me. He is, he will
be the health of my countenance. His presence is my sal-
vation. He will shine upon me, with the uttermost expres.
sions of his favour. He is the health of my countenance,
His looking on me as his beloved, will cause my face to
shine. He is my God. My all is contained in this. Thus
the Psalm concludes. May the Lord the Spirit, open the
subject to our minds, and thereby lead us into such views
of the most precious Lord Jesus, as may be a means of in-
creasing our knowledge and high estimation of him. What
I have wrote on this Psalm is of no worth; but the person
of whom the Psalm treats, exceeds in worth, all worlds,

ersons, and things. For this reason study the Psalm.

he Holy Ghost in his giving you his own comment on it,

will most richly reward you for your pains. To him I re-

commend you. May he exalt and glorify the Lord Jesus

Christ in you, by giving you scriptural apprehensions of
2p ¢



404

him, as revealed, as set most glorious, in the divine record
of the Father concerning him in the book of Psalms.
Amen.

PSALM THE FORTY-THIRD.

It is in general conceived by commentators, this Psalm
was wrote by David, when he left Jerusalem, and passed
over Jordan, in consequence of the rebellion raised b{
means of his son Absalom against him; anaccount of whic
we bave in 2 Sam. xv. Many expressions in it are quite
suited to that scason and subject. Yet T conceive it may
suit our Lord Jesus Chirist also, as all the bulk of the Jewish
people were in open rebellion against him, and persecuted
him even unto death. Ishall consider it tbus: David’s
case was the ground-work of it. Whilst under it, he by the
influence of the Holy Spirit of prophecy, speaks of his
great antitype the Lord Jesus Christ.

V. 1. Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an un-
godly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man

Surely it must have been very distressing to David, to
be informed of the rebellion of Absalom, and that the hearts
of the men of Israel were after him; that Ahithophel his
chief counsellor was with him also. It must increase his
distress, that he conceived bimself necessitated to leave
Jerusalem, the Tabernacle, worship, and ordinances of the
Lord, and fly for his life. He knew whatsoever the will of
the Lord to him in all this was, yet he had not deserved
this at his son’s, or his subjects’ hands. He could therefore
with the utmost propriety offer up this prayer on his own
behalf.  Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against anun-
godly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust
man, which may be Absalom, or Ahithophel. So might
our Lord Jesus Christ, when the bulk of the Jewish nation,
rose up in rebellion against him, when they rejected him as
their truec Messiah, and would not have him to reign over
them, but cried out, Crucify him, crut‘%‘f}/ him, and engaged
with that deceitful and unjust man, Judas Iscariot, to betray
him into their hands, pray thus.  He could carry his appeal
to God. He wus perfectly just in the sight of God He
was innocency itself in its uttermost perfection.  His cause
was just. His most inveterate enemies could fix no charge
of blamne, which weuld be to bis reproach, when he should
be tried in an even balance. David’s case being” known,
and he writing thus on it for the use of the church, was to



405

set Messiah before them. To signify how he would be re-
Jected by the nation at large, which nation might well be
styled an ungodly natien. He had to do with a deceitful
and cruel man, as it respected the high-priest of the Jewish
church at that time. Caiaphas pronounced our Lord was a
blasphemer, because when interrogated by him, he said he
was the son of the blessed. David was delivered in theissue,
out of the hands of all his enemies, so was Christ by his
resurrection from the dead from all his.

V. @. For thou art the God of my strength : why dost thou
cast me off ? why go I mourning because of the oppression of
the enemy 2

Here 1s the argument upon which the request is founded.
For thou art the God of my strength. All my strength is in
thee. All my strength is from thee. Thou art my strength.
Thou art my God. Thou art God all-sufficient. Let me
therefore plead with thee. 1 request thee to plead my cause
against an ungodly nation. 1 plead with thee, O God, on
my own behalf. Why dost thou cast me off ? Was I not
placed by thee on the throne of Israel? Didst thou not
appoint me to feed thy people Isracl? Did I not perceive,
that thou the Lord God of hosts was with me, and hadst
established me king over Israel, and didst exalt the king-
dom of lsrael for thy great namesake? I ask, O my God,
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?
All' this might David say. So his true son the Messiah
might say, and offer up his mind thus, when the whole bulk
of the Jews werc in open rage against him,

V. 3. O send out thy light and thy truth: let them bring
me unto thy holy hill, and fo thy tubernacles.

The Messiah himselt is light and truth. He is God’s
light and truth. He is the true priest, in whom and with
whom we have the true Urim and 1Thummim, lights and per-
fections. For all fulness dwelleth in him. In him are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Yea, in him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead personally. This
divine person was to be sent by the Fatber into our world,
according to covenant transactions. He was the light of
everlasting life. 'T'he trath of all the promises, types, and
prophecies. e is here praved for: O send out thy light
and thy truth. ‘I'he hLill of Zion was the scat of God’s
worship. Here was the tabernacle, and the ark of God.
Here burnt-offerings and peace-offerings had been offered.
Here were Levites appointed to minister before the ark of
the Lord, to record, and to thank and praise the Lord God
of Israel. David prays to be brought to this sacred spot.
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O send out thy light and thy truth : let them lead me ; let them
bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. 1t is
called tabernacles in the plural, as expressing both parts of
it, viz. the holy, and the most holy place. The one a figure
of what Christ is to his church on varth, the other a figure
of what Christ is to his church in heaven. He is here the
light of life—the bread of life ; the which was set forth by
the golden candlestick, and its light, as the table with the
shew-bread on it, was a figure o%him, as the bread which
nourisheth up unto everlasting life. The golden altar, with
its perfume, was a memoriaﬁ of his priestly intercession.
The ark of the covenant—its mercy-seat—with the cheru-
bim, were figures of Christ, as the king of glory—the Lord
of glory—as the true propitiation, as the glory of heaven.
The cherubim was a solemn record of the transactions of
the eternal Three, and it was also expressive of their infinite
delight and sutisfaction with Christ the priest, who liveth
for ever after the power of an endless life. David could not
enter any Fart ot the tabernacle. He could ouly see its
outside, which being a type of Christ, led him to contem-
plate more of Christ than his eyes saw. His request is that
the Messiah might be sent forth. The Holy Ghost the spirit
of truth given. That Christ the light, and the spirit of
truth, might lead him to God’s holy hill and to his taber-
nacles. 'ghen he is fully persuaded he shall serve the God
of his life, of his strength, of his salvation most acceptably.

V. 4. Then will I go unto the' altar of God, unto (god my
ercegiz'gg Joy : yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God
my God.

yThe altar of God was before the tabernacle, in the court
which surrounded it. On it the sacrifices were offered ; a
most solemn memorial of Christ, and his one offering,
whereby he hath perfected for ever the putting sin out of
the sight, and from before the Lord. Not far from the altar,
stood the brazen laver, in which was pure water, at which
the priests were 10 wash when they entered on worship. It
was a memorial of Christ’s most precious blood. God at
perfect peace in Christ, to his whoge church. David might
come to the altar with holy freedom and delight. He knew
the cverlasting virtue and worth of Christ’s most precious
blood and death, though it was but represented and set bew
fore him in type and figure, was all-sufficient 1o carry his
mind into rea{ and immediate communion with God. O
send out thy light and thy trutk ; let them lead me; let them
bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then
will I go unto the altar of Ged, unte God my exceeding joy :
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yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God, my God. Here
is an exuberancy of joy. God my exceeding joy! a deep
expression. In the margin it is, the gladness of my joy.
kuow no expression in the New Testament so suited to this
as the following: And not only so, but we alsojoy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now re-
ived the atonement, Rom. v. 11. “David will join with the
sacred choir in singing the Lord’s song, and praising bin
for the memorial of his Son’s sacrifice. Then will I go unto
the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy ; yes, upon
the harp will I praise thee, O God, my {?Ve have
before us a great feast for spiritual contemplation. It may
lead us to view and review the person, and sacrifice of the
worthyLamb. He hath been sent forth. He offered himself.
He did it with unspeakable love to his divine Father. To
glorify his justice. To magnify his law. To express his
holiness. He did it on the behalf of all his church. He
offered himself for his people in the flame of his infinite
love to them. His person is the object of the Father’s in-
effable delight. His sacrifice is had by him, in remem-
brance. He hath imputed it"3ll his people. They are
without all sin in his sight, on’the footing thereof; so that
it well becomes all true believers in Christ Jesus, to come at
all times into the presence, and worship him with holy jo
and delight. I might add, Christ himself, who is our sal-
vation, and who is entered into the holiest of all, his per-
fection as a Saviourconsists in the completeness of his work,
whilst that which givesit value, dignity, and efficacy, is his
person, as God-man. Were we as believers move truly and
scripturally acquainted with bim, and his one oftering, we
should then take the apostle’s advice, and practise his evan-
gelic exhortation contained in the following words: Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath” con-
secrated for us, tﬁz'ougk the veil, that is to say his flesh; and
having an high-priest over the house of God ; let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and cur bodies washed
with pure water, Heb. x. 19, 20, 21, 22. Then indeed we
should come before God our heavenly Father in Christ
Jesus, as to God our exceeding joy. 'Then we should not be
slack to praise him. No; we should in psalms and hymns,
and spiritaal songs, be singing and making melody in our
hearts unto bim. These words, O God my God, would be ours.
V.5. Why art thou cast down, O my soul 2 and why art
thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet
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4:gadise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my
7od.

Every thing in Christ, serves to excite and encourage his
people to hope in him. His person as Immanuel, God with
us, is a firm ground for our hope. 8o is his lave to us—~his
union to us—bhis relation to our persons—his interest in us
—his salvation wrought out for us—his life and priesthood
In heaven—his word and promise. David hush.s his mind
into an holy quiet and tranquillity. He rebukes himself for
any hastiness of spirit which he might Lave been ready to
give way unto. Why art thou cast down, O my soul? there
15 no cause for it; and Why art thou disquicted within me$
as though the Lord's eye and heart were not upou me, and
his everlasting arms firmly placed underneath me. Hope in
God. There is always one and the same ground for so
doing. Fwill: for Ishall yet praise him, who ts the health
of my countenance, and my God. So did the glorious Mes-
siah.  And he now'enjoys all the blessedness contained in
the light of God’s countenance; and this in the very essence
of it. The Psalin closes with a wrost glorious expression of
faith, My God. He s the health of my countenance, and
my God.  These expressions are worthy of our constant re-
membrance. The God of my strength. God my exceeding
J9y. O God my God. May the Lord bless what hath been
laid before you. Amen.

PSALM THE FORTY-FOURTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician for the
Sons of Korah. Maschil.

Some of the posterity of Korah were singersin the temple
worship. Korah rebelled against the Lord. He together
with Dathan and Abiram, strove against Moses and Aaron,
an account of which you have, Numbers xvi. 1. They
strove against the Lord. It was Jehovah himself who ap-
pointed and settled them in their oflices.  Notwithstanding
the children of Korah died not, Num. xvi. 21. This word
Korah is by sowe interpreted as signifying miserable man,
or miserable men. All the sons of Adam are: even such as
are in Christ, can get no more above sorrow, and be beyond
the lcast misery, but as they are actually engaged in living
on Christ. This Psalm contaius instruction. This the
word Maschil signifies. Christ is the object and subject of
all the worship contained in this Psalm. It is a solemn re-
cital made by the church, of the grace and goodness of the
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Lord Jesus Christ to her. It consists in an acknowledge-
ment and memorial of his former favours; it expresseth
some present dispensations the church was then under,
which were afflictive and distressing. A solemn confession
is made of the integrity of the church, concerning the troe
worship of God. She most fervently prayeth for succour
and deliverance. The apostle Paul seems to allude to this
Psalm in the 8th chapter of his epistle to the Romansy
when he says, verse 55, Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? In the next verse
he possitively quotes the 22d verse of this Psalin: As it is
written, For thy sakewe are killed all the day long ; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter ; and adds, Nay in all
these things we are more than - conquerors through him that
loved us. Commentators are not agreed concerning the
time to which this Psalm belongs. It is referred to such
things as belonged to what befel the people in the times of
Rehoboam, € Chron. xii. by some; others conceive it con-
cerns what befel the people in the days of Jehoram, wha
slew all his brethren with the sword, and divers of the
princes. He introduced the worship of Baal into the king-
dom of Judoh, and made high places in the mountains of
Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit
fornication,and compelled Judah thereunto. See ¢ Chron.
%xxi. 4, 6, 11. Some refer it to the times of Abaz, who was
a monster of impiety, and set up the gods of Syria. To
scourge him for which, the Lord sent Pekah' the son of
Remaliah, king of Israel, against him, who slew in Judah
in one day one hundred and tweaty thousand valiant men.
See 2 Chron. xxviii. 6. Others reter it to what happened
in Hezekiah’s time, when the Assyrians besieged Jerusalem,
and the Lord delivered it by sending an angel, who smote
in the camp of the Assyrians, an bundred, fourscore and
five thousand, and when they arose early in the morning,
behold they were all dead corpses. See 2 Kings chap. xviu.
xix. And it is generally concluded all the Jewish church
suffered durving the Chajdean captivity, asud Syro-Grecian
oppressions, and others. It must have been a very suffer-
ing situation, especially in the mind, to the real saints and
church of the most high Ged, when Solomon, who built the
temple of the Lord, fell so low as to consent temples should
be bLuilt on Mount Olivet, for idols, which was the case
towards the close of his reign. So aiicr s deaih, when
there was a division in the kingdom, and ten tnibes fell off
from their lawful sovereign, and a kingdom fell into idola-
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try ; it was very distressing to the true church of Christ,
that Rehoboam, the son and immediate successor of Solo-
mon, fell partially into idolatry, and the bulk of the people
with him. He emerged out of it, yet it brought the wrath
of the Lord upon the kingdom. It was, it may be conceived,
abundantly more disiressing to real saints in Judea, when
Jehoram, the son and successor of good Jehoshaphat, intro-
duced the worship of Baal, and sorely persecuted the saints
in Jervsalem and Judah, who would not become idolaters.
So it must have been, and it may be more extreme as to
bodily sufferings, when Ahaz reigned, who set up the Sy-
rian {ods as objects of worship. % conceive this will serve
as a key to this Psalm; to which I would add, the Holy
Ghost, who knew all the sufferings and persecutions of the
church of Christ under the Old Testament dispensation,
might cause it to be so penned, as to suit the times which
went over the heads of hissaints, all throughout that period,
According to the account Paul gives us in his book of Mar-
tyrs, in Heb. xi. Some of them had trials of cruel mockings
and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were tempted,
were slain with the sword : they wandered about in sheep-skins
and goat-skins ; being destitute, afflicted, tormented, (of whom
the world was not worthy.) They wandered in deserts, and
in mountains, and in dens, and caves of the earth, verses 30,
37, 38. This may serve as sufficient to give the outline of
the subject-matter of the scripture before us, and help to
the true understanding of the same, in very many expres-
sions of it.

V. 1. To the chief musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil.
We have heard with our ears, O God, our [atws have told
us, what works thou didst in their days, in the times of old.

The whole church here speaks; all with one heart and
voice unite to express and declare what they had heard with
their outward ears of God. Of the works of God—of the
arm of God—of the goodness of God—of what he had
done in times of old—of what he wrought long before they
came into open being and existence. They had heard their
fathers, who were now no more, in a time state, relate it.
They received the account with pleasure; their minds were
greatly delighted with the remembrance of it ; they express
it before the Lord to celebrate his name for it. This is their
introduction to their present act of worship ; they proceed
with it, and speak out those past acts of God, which their
fathers were so deeply interested in. This is the subject of
the next verses.
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V.2. How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand,
and plantedst them ; how thou didst afflict the people, and
cast them out.

The Lord not only brought out his church from Egypt, but
he took them under his own immediate care and protectiom
He went before them in the pillar of a cloud by day, and in
a pillar of elead by night. fle dried ug the waters of the
Red Sea for them. He led them through the deserts of Ara-
bia. He fed them with manna. He gave them water out
of a rock of flint. He brought them to the borders of the
inheritance which he promised them. He dried ap the river
Jordan before them. He led them into Canaan. He drave
out the Canaanites from before them. They who were the
old inhabitants of the land, were most sorely afflicted. Num-
bers of them were slain in battle. Others fell, because the
Lord cast great hail-stones out of heaven upon them. Itis
recorded by Joshua, more died with hail-stones than they
whom the children of Israel slew with the sword. x. 11. The
prophet Habakkuk says of God, and his judgment on the
Cannanitish nation and people, Thou didst march through
the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger.
Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for sal-
oation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the
house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the
neck, Selah. iii. 12, 13. Moses foretold all this in his song,
sung when he came up out of the sea, recorded in Exod. xv.
T'hou sn thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou Aast
redeemed, thou hast guided them in thy strengthunto thy kol
kabitation Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the
mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold of them; all
the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. Fear and dread
shall fall upon them ; by the greatness q/'zhine arm they shall
be as still as astone : till thy people pass over, O Lord, till the
people pass over, whick thou hast purchased. Thou shalt bring
them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance,
in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwerl
in, in the sanctuary. O Lord, which thy hands have established.
ver. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. Moses speaks as if it had been ac-
complished; hecause, what the Lord wills and promises is as
sure as if it were. Sayiug and doing being one with him.
The church, in the Psalm before us, confesses the accom-
plishment of it, and praises God for it; and adds,

V. 8. For they got not the land in possession by their
own sword, neither did their cwn arm save them: but thy
right hand, axd thine arm, and the light of thy countenance,
tecause thou hadst a favour unto them.
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This was a true acknowledgment. The land of Canaan
was God’s gift to the Israelites. He put them in the posses-
sion of it. The Lord God saith unto them, I sent the hornet
before you, which drave out from before you the two kings
of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.

oshua xxiv. 12. So the church here gives the whole glor

of their possession of the promised land to God himsel%. I{
was not their sword, nor their bow, obtained it for them, yet
the sword and bow were both made use of ; but it was the
Lord himself, who fought for them. The Lord Jesus Christ
came down, and was seen by Joshua in human form. He
declared himself to be the captain of the host of the Lord.
He gave Joshua direction. He was with him. He obtained
the victory. It was his hie richt-hand and arm was their de-
fence. It was the light of his countenance which inspired
them with courage and joy. He had a favour unto them.
They were his peculiar people. All this is here acknow-
ledged by the church in the words before us.

. 4. Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances
Sfor Jacob.

The church confesses what God is to her, as she before
confessed what he had done for her. He is her king. She
was under his sovereign guidance and coutrol. His service
she found was perfect freedom. He was her defence against
all her enemies. Under him she knew was her protection,
She offers up her request to bim for deliverance from all
present and futare encimies. As long as Christ’s church re-
mains on earth, she will be in a militant state ; therefore she
will continually need her Lord to go before her, and fight her
battles, and work deliverances for her. She therefore ex-
presses her views of the office in which her Lord stood en-
gaged unto her He was her king. She profcsses this. Thou
art my king, O God: command deliverances for Jacob. Let
it be known by thy saints throughout every succeeding ge-
neration, that thou wilt command deliverances for them,
equal to their every need and enemy.

V. 5. Through thee will we push down our enemics: through
thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us.

What had been spoken in the former verses served to
strengthen the faith of the church, and encourage it to ex-
pect from the Lord God entire success, and full and final
victory in Christ J:sus, in his own time and way, over all
ber enemies, persecutors, and oppressors. When we look at
Christ’s victories, conquests, and triumphs, overall the ene.
mies of our souls and bodies, we are enabled to be of good
courage. Itis by faith in the same we conquer, QOur Lord
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Jesus Christ is our true Joshua. He hath conquered for ns.
He will conquer in us. He bids us set our feet on all our
enemies. He calls on us to follow him, from conquering and
to conquer. We may, as the church here doth, say, Through
thee (O Jesus) will we push down our enemies; through.thy
name will we tread them under that rise up against us. Asthere
are a variety of subjects in this Psalm, so the tense is often
changed. It began with the plural. This was continued to
the close of the third verse. Then, in the fourth verse, it was
the singular. In the next plural. May we not see from
hence, the whole church in acollected sense, and each mem-
ber in a particular case, is alike equally concerned, and have
their share and cause to rebearse and celebrate the Lord’s
praise, for the great deliverances, gifts, and graces, for the
acts of his royal favour towards them ? Surely we may. It
i3 but one church, of which Christ is the head. Itis butone
family and bousehold of faith. Itis but one brotherhood,
of which Christ is the elder brother. So that in the Sacred
Scriptures, one sometinies speaks for all; as at other times
all, if I may so say, speak for one.

V. 6. For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my.sword
save me.

True faith in Christ leads to an entire renunciation of all
contained in self. A believer in Christ will have no other
Saviour than Jesus the Mediator of the New Testament. He
will have no salvation but what hath been obtained by the
blood of the everlasting covenant. Neither will he trust in
any inherent grace, or the exercises of it, for any deliverance
from any of his sins, corruptions, and enemies. No. He
renounces all hope in God, but Christ. Itis his person, and
his finished work, is the one foundation of all his hope, even
in God himself. He renounces all hope, but in the arm of
Jesus, for victory over himself, and every one of his cnenies.
He trusts in the power of Christ, to dethrone every rebel
lust within him.

V. 7. But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast
put them to shame that hated us.

Thus the church gives all the glory of every salvation the
Lord had wrought, to him. Hehad saved his people inevery
age, in every period past. They had been, they were, they
ever will be, his peculiar delight and care. He bad con-
founded their enemies. He bad put them to shame. This
the church makes her acknowledgments of. The Lord bad
doue this for her: she therefore says,

V.8. In God we boast all the duy lung, wid praise thy
name for ever. Selah.
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In the Three in the Incomprehensible Jehovab, as the God
of Israel, as the God of his people, as the God of salvation,
as the God of all grace, there is reason for us to boast. We
may do so all the day long. We do so when we recite his
loving-kindness ; when we mention his great acts towards
us; when we speak one to another of what he hath done
on the behalf of his church. We may find in it matter for

rpetual wonder and praise: we may set our Amen to this.

e suy the word Selah is the same as Amen. The formet
parts of this Psalm consisted of two parts. The first three
verses were a recording of what the Lord had done for his
church, which had been reported by the fathers, and which
is most beautifully recited as ithad been delivered unto them.
‘The-second part, which contains the next five verses, are a
grayer to the King of Israel, the God of their mercies, that
e would command deliverances for them; for the church
in that present period of time, when this Psalm was used in
worship; then in the very language of faith, the saints ex-
press what they shall do, as being strong in the Lord and in
the power of his might. On which follows a renunciation of
all coufidence in the flesh, an acknowledgment that the
Lord had been their salvation from enemies; and the con-
sequent effects of this on their minds is, that they will boast
in God, and praise his name for ever. Next follows a dif-
ferent subject. An account is given of the case and circum-
stances the saints were now in. This begins at the follow-
ing verse, and is carried on to the very close of the 16th.
9. But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and
goeth not forth with our armies.

Whilst the state of the church in Christ is always one and
the same, and the love of God in Christ to it without varia-
bleness or shadow of turning, yet his dispensations are va-
rious. It is sometimes spring: then the seed of the kin§-
dom is plentifully sown, which springs up to life eternal. It
is sometimes summer: then the fruits of faith, holiness, and
good works in believers, are ripened and brought to their
perfection. It is sometimes autumn: then saints are ga-
thered and taken to glory. ltis sometimes winter,and stormy
weather: then temptations and persecutions take place.
T'here was a sure persecution against the saints of the most
high God, in the kingdom of Israel, in the days of Ahab,
when but one man secems to be able tc appear, the rest
being compelled to keep out of the way to avoid the
storm. Elijah is bold, in the name of the Lord, to pronounce
a famine, which was the righteous expression of God’s wrath;
which done, he retires, And 7000 other saints remain in the
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idolatrous land, shut up in caves. Good Obadiah hid one
hundred of them, by dividing them into fifties, in a cave,
and fed them with bread and water. There was a sore per-
secution in the kingdom of Judah, in the reign of Jehoram,
when he introduced the worship of Baal, and set up high
places in the mountains of Judah, and compelled his su
Jects by force to worship against their consciences. There
was still a more severe one ia the reign of Manasseb, who
shed blood very much, so as to fill Jerusalem from one end
of it to the other. When the church of Christ was thus exer-
cised, it was to her sense and feeling, as though the Lord
had cast her off. So, when at times the Lord suffered the
Egyptians, the Syrians, and the Israelites, to break in upon
the 1inhabitants of Judea, the church was ready, especially
when it broke in upon, and interrupted the Lord’s weeth, to
have in the appearance of it an evidence the Lord was not
with her in a manifestative way ; and as many saints might
be slain in battle, so the church might express her sense of
loss in such expressions as these,

V. 10. Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy : and
they which hate us spoil for themselves.

'{his was asore calamity. It was the case with the charch.
Itis not with me to point out the time here referred anto; nor
need we be concerned to know the same precisely. We may
be assured it was so. It was so far so, in the reign of Reho-
boam, when Shishak, king of Egypt, came up against Jeru-
silem, and took away the treasures of the house of the Lord,
and the treasures of the king’s house. 2 Chron.xii. 9. InHe-
zekiah's reign, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came up against
all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them. The king of
Judah, to prevent more evil, is willing to pay him a sum of
money, which he did. The king of Assyria appointed him to
pay 300 talents of silver, and 30 talents of gold, which
amounted to 351,000!. steriing. Yet this wretch, notwith-
standing, surrounded Jerusalem, in open defiance of his
treaty, with a vast army. Surely the church, before the Lord
wrought deliverance, might say, they which hate us spoil for
themselves. It was in appearance as though the Lord had cast
them off, by permitting the enemy to gain such advantages
over their country.

V. 11. Thou makest us like sheep appointed for meat ; and
hast scattered us among the heathen.

it was like this, in many persecutions which the church
hath been under. The people of God were scattered among
the heathen, by the Babylonish captivity. So they have
been by divers wars raised against them, and by various per-
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secutions which have been raised against them in various
periods.

V. 12. Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not in.
erease thy wealth by their price.

Whilst under the severity of persecution, it will be, real
saints will express their frames, views, and feelings; yet in
all this there is no complaining, nor is there the least unbe-
lief. No, it is only speaking out the case before the Lord,
and with a view the Lord would take it into consideration.
Hence it is all an exercise of faith; and, as Mr. Romaine
somewhere says, it matters not how many complaints we
have, if we make them all matters of faith. [ would say, the
more so much the better for us, when we make this use of
them.

V. 13. Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn
and a derision to them that are round about us.

This is very cutting. When the enemies of the church re-
proach saints ; when such asdwell near them, are round about
them, and dwell with them, scorn, reproach, and have them
in derision, on account of their profession of Christ, and be-
causethey cleave to him with full purpose of heart; yet when
the church of Christis in suffering and trying circumstances,
she is most commonly thus exercised.

V. 14. Thou makest us a by word among the heathen, a
shaking of the head among the people.

It was exactly thus with saints, the church of Christ at
Jerusalem. When Sennacherib invaded the city of Jerusa-
lem, in the rcign of Hezekiah; and Rabshakeh and his
master, the one by his tongue, the other by his letter, blas-
pbemed the Lord God of Israel; it was then to Hezekiah
and the church what he said in his message to Isaiah: Thus
saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke,
and blasphemy : for the children are come to the birth, and
there is not strength to bring forth. 2 Kings xix.3. The
church was delivered out of this extreme case very soon after
this. It came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians 185,000
nien; and when they arose early in the morning, behold,
they were all dead corpses. 2 Kings xix. 35. Yea, this mon-
ster, the Assyrian king, who blasphemed the God of Israel,
on bis return to his own land, was slain by two of his sons,
whilst he was worshipping Nisroch bis god, who some con-
ccive was made out of a plank of Noah’s ark, which rested
on the mountains of Ararat, in Armenia. Thus the Lord
saved his church for ever, from his rage, and his blasphem-
ing tonguc. He died at Nineveh, or rather, he was slain
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there. Tt was the capital of his vast empire. No doubt but
va this occasion the Lord’s people experienced the realiza-
tion of what the prophet had foretold, wheu he said, Ye shall
have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept ; and
gladness of heart, as when one goeth with u pipe to conie into
the mountain of the Lord, lo the mighty One of Israel. lsai.
xXxx. 20.

V. 15. My confusion is continually before me, and the shame
of my face hath covered me.

The church here is very expressive of what she felt, in
consequence of present dispensations. It is a sad tire, and
occasions great sorrow of heart, when the gospel of Christ
is despised—when its ordinances are contemned. The real
saints of God contemned. It is the will of God to exercise
his people at scasons thus. It is good for them to be thus
tried. It is for the glory of his most holy name. Yet it is
what fills saints with distress. It fills them with confusion.
They know not how to look up, when they are menaced on
all sides by enemies to their most holy faith.

V. 16. For the voice of kim that reproacheth and blasphem-
eth; by reason of the enemy and avenger.

The church could never have more sufferings, nor more
persecution, nor more ubloquy and contempt cast on her, in
any pericd, than are here enuinerated. She was cast off ; she
was put to shame; she fled before the enemy; she was
spoiled ; she must have been in a state of martyrdom;
she was given like sheep for meat. Then some of her mem-
bers must have been slain. She was, asit were, sold or given
over into the enemies’ hand. The church was reproached.
She was a scorn and derision to such as were round about
her. She was a by-word to the heathen. They shook their
head at her. Al which was continually before her. The
voice of reproach and blasphemy which came on her, on ac-
count of her attachment to her Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, filled her with such astonishment as she kncw not
how to express. Yet this was a part of her conformity to her
most glorious Lord. Thus she sets forth her case before
the Lord. She then declares how she had acted under these
trials, persecutions, and oppositions. This is contained in
the following verses, from the next to the close of the twen-
ty-second.

V. 17. Al this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten
thee, neither have dealt falsely in thy covenant.

This was wonderful, Lt being the very glory of glorious
and victorious grace, to bear up undersuch tremendous trials
as have been recited.  Yet it must not be simply ascribed to
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the church, bat to her Lord. He must have the honour
given to him, for bearing her up, for supporting her faith, for
enabling her to cast all her cares on him. She could only
overcome, through the blood of the Lamb, and by the word
of her testimony. Her not forgetting God, nor his cove-
nant, must imply her not denying him, norhis truth, as also
her faith and confidence in hun. And this profession of her
faith is not to cxalt her faithfulness, but his, She remem-
bers the invariable faithfulness of the saints throughout all
past generations.  She knew her whole salvation was con-
tained in his covenant, and what he was to her as a covenant
God. She knew it well became her, to maintain at all times
the belief of this. She valued the knowledge of this above
all other blessings. Under all her exercises and persecutions;
notwithstanding all her trials, oppositions, sorrows, and de-
Jections, she had never lost sight of this. She mentions it
to the glory of God; and she pursues this subjcct, saying,

V. 18. Our heart 1s not turned buck, neither have our steps
or goings declined from thy way.

Which implies they had been in the mcst trying circum-
stances. [t was nothing but supernaturul grace which kept
them. It was grace equal with that by which they were
save:l with an everlasting salvation. Their fuith was tried,
their frunes aund feelings had been tried; they had in the
utmost sense, and to the very uttermost, been tried, yet
their faith failed not. Their hearts were not, had not been
taken off God. e was under all they had been exercised
with, their rest, theie worship, their centre. They bad
never sought another Jesus; they bad been fixed on him;
they had coutinued in the true worship of him; neither
thewr lips mor steps had declined from his way. No. For
this the church could appcal unto him. She does so in the
next verses.

V. 19. Though thou kast sore broken us in the place of dra-
gons, and covered us with the shadow of death.

The prophet Isaiah describes the situation of dragons
thus. Aud thorns shall come up in her pulaces, nettles and
brambles in the foriresses thereof; und it shall be an habita-
ticn of dragons, and a court for owls. xxxiv. 13. The church
of Christ was in Babylon. It was then as a den or habitation
of dragons to the saints— it being the land of graven images ;
vet the church, in all her members, was here preserved from
all shadow of apostasy from God, and defilement by will-
worship. Though the saints, whilst here, were covered with
the shadow of death, they being deprived of all outward and
church ordinances, yet the Lord Christ was more precious to
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them than ever. An appeal is made to God concerning the
trath of this.

V.20. If we have forgotten the name of our God, or
stretched out our hands to any strange god ;

Even when they were sore broken in heart, by reason of
the enemy and avenger ;—when they were sore broken in the
place of dragons, and covered with the shadow of death ;—
when they were surrounded on all sides with idolatry, and
vile idolaters ;—yet even then they did not forget; they did
not hold out their hands to any strange god; they did not
deny Father, Son, and Spirit, in the one Incomprehensible
Essence, nor the everlasting covenant which obtained be-

- tween them before all worlds, which laid the foundation for
all their faith and hope in God. An appeal is made to the
omniscience of God respecting the truth of this in the next

words.
V. 21. Shall not God search this out ¢ For he knoweth the

secrets of the heart.

The integrity, faith, and adherence of the church, ex-
pressed all through these five verses, is very great. I con-
ceive it must he applicable to the state and case of the church
of Christ in Babylon ; and in a very particular manner be
applicable to Daniel and his three friends. His and their
faith was tried. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, caused
a golden image to be set up in the plain of Dura, and gave
commandment all should worship it. Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, knew Christ, and they would not. They are
informed of, and the king addresses them thus: Is it true, O
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, d» not ye serve my gods,
nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye
be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet,
Sute, harp, saclbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds
of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have
made, well : but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same
hour into the midst of the burning fiery furnance; and who
1s that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? To which
these saints made the following reply : O Nebuchadnezzar,
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so,
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
Jiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
But if not, be it known unto thee, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
Upon this, the king being full of fury, and the fonn of his
visage being changed, he commanded the most mighty men
which were in his army to bind these persons. It was donc,
and they were cast into the midst of the burning fic:y fur-
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nace. The furnace was so excceding hot, that the flame of
the fire slew thosc men that 100k up Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. And they fell down bound, into the midst
of the burning fiery furnace. 1 cannot, when I read these
five verses of this Psalm now before us, but conceive it must
bave very particular respect to these three Hebrew youths.
They could not be, to an eye of scnse, in more critical cir-
cumstances; yet they did not forget, nor deny the Lord.
They did not deal falsely in his covenant.  Their heart was
upright before him. Their faith in him was unfeigned, yet
they were sore broken in the place of dragons. They were
covered with the shadow of death, yet they were fur from
forgetting the Lord their God. They did not lift up their
hands o uny strange god. No. Whether God will deliver
them or no, yet they will glorify him in the fires, even the
name of the Lord God of Israel, in Nebuchadndzzar’s born-
ing fiery furnace. As Christ is one and the sume to all his
church, so she hath a common interest and propriety in all
her members. Agreeable to this, she speaks here, as I con-
ceive, in the name of these worthies, they being one with
her in Christ Jesus. The Lord Christ descended with them,
and slaked the flame of the devouring fire. He outshone
1it. He was seen by the haughiy tyrant. These three men
eame out of the furnace, and the smell of fire had not passed
on them. So Daniel, a man greatly beloved, was cast into
the lions’ den, and was preserved and came up out of the den
unhurt, For what cannot our Lord do! These saints were
prescrved from idolatrous worship, even to the peril of their
lives. The whole bodv of the Jews were so saved from ido-
latry, by meauns of their captivity, that they never fell since
into it, as they did Lefore.

V.22, Yea,forily sake ave we killed all the day long ; we
are counted as sheep for the sluughier.

The Lord Jesus Christ can never be more truly loved,
more highly prized, more sincerely esteemed, than he has
been, over and over, by saints already gone before us to
glory. Nor can any of the saints in the present, or future
ages of the church, suffer more for his name’s sake, than
many have who are removed out of this preseut time state
before us.  Hence it is, the apostle quotes these words, and
applies them to himself and saints in his time.  He, and they
ail, had the honour to sutler tor their Lord. They were ail
cross-beareis ; but they did not go before Christ with it, but
they all followed Christ with it. The apostle, enumerating
what befell him and the church in bis time, in tribulation,
distress, persccution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, bhath
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his eye on the words before us, and quotes them, He asks the
question, I¥ho shall separate us from the love of Christ? Then
he asks another question :  Shall tribulation, or distress, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Shall these separate
us from the love of Christ? No, says he, these shall not,
any more than they did our predecessors in Christ, who are
gone to heaven before us. Then he quotes these words, 4s it
ts written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long ; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. To which he adds, Nay,
inall these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us. Rowm. viii. 35, 3G, 37. The apostle and psalmist
make a quite different vsc of the passage. Paul, by it, proves
the sufferings of saints were foresignitied by it. The prophet
uses and makes use of it as anargument with God to avenge
himself on their persecutors. Hence it follows;

V. 23. dwake, why slecpest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not
off for ever.

It is a prayer, offered up with the most vehement impor-
tunity, that the Lord would exert himself on the behalf of
his church. These four last verses conclude the Psalm, They
are a most importunate request. The expressions are suited
1o the apprehension of the church, and to what she conceives
suitable to hes present state and circumstances. The Lord
will not cast off for ever. The prophet knew this well. His
meaning is, that the Lord would revive his church, by bring-
ing her out of her present circumstances.

V. 4. Iherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our
affliction and our oppression ?

These questions are put, for the Lord, if he please, to
make gracious replies unto; as it would be very relieving to
the church to know both her Lord’s mind and will, and his
end and design in her sorrows and sufferings. To all which
it pleascs the Lord to give the minds of some of his saints
most clear satisfaction.

V. 25, For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly
cleaveth unto the earth.

It is good to have such frames produced in us, as suits the
Lord’s dispensations with us. Nothing was more suited with
all the former parts of this Psalm, than the most profound
and deepest humiliation of the mind. This is confessed asthe
veryeflect of the persecutions and the distresses of the church,
which made her so urgent and importunate with the divine
and glorious Lord for his speedy appearance on her behaif.

V. 26. Apise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies’
sake.
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Thus she concludes this most excellent prayer. Helpand
redemption is what she seeks. This is in consequence of
present trials, griefs, oppressions, and enemies. She begs it
for God's mercies’ sake. She knew it could flow from no
other source, spring, or fountain, but his covenaut in Christ
made with bim, which he hath ratified and confirmed by his
most precious blood. May the Lord bless the reading of this
Psalm, at all times. Amen,

PSALM THE FORTY-FIFTH.

Its title is, To the Chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for
the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of loves.

One says, Shoshannim was an instrument of music amongst
the Jews, that had six strings, according to the lily, thathath
six leas ¢s or stems, upon which instrument this Psalm was
delivered by David to be sung to, and played to by Korah and
his posterity. Itbegins with the word Kl aschil, as many others
also. This Psalm concerns the lilies, the saints of the Most
High God. Itis to give instruction to the Lord’s people con-
cerning the love and marriage union between Christ and his
church. Some consider the marriage of Solomon with Pha-
raoh’s daughter a type of this. 1t is called a Song of loves.
It is very similar to the Song of Solomon. It seems to be
the very plan on which it was crected. The subject of it is
Christ. He is set forth in itas the Bridegroom of his church,
in his person, beauty, majesty, glory, excellency, and royal-
ty—as King Mediator. His church, as queen, in her
nuptial attire, in raimeunt of wrought gold, as all glerious,
is set forth too. Jehovah the Father gives her his advice,
and speaks to her as the true and luwtul spouse of Christ.
He declares her Lord and King shall greatly desire her
beauty, and would have her to worship%im as her Lord,
This Bride, the Lamb’s wife, hath suitable companions to at-
tend upon her. And the Psalm closes with a declaration, that
the name of Christ shall be remembered throughout all ge-
nerations, and that the people shall praise him for ever and
ever. I wounld notice, this Poem is not entitled 2 Psalm ;
No. Itisa Song; the difference of which, some say, con-
sists in this, viz. when a Song, is when the instrument of
musick begins, and the voice follows ; a Psalm, when the
voice begins the hymn, and the instrument of musick fol-
lows.

V. 1. To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons
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of Korah, Maschil, A Soug of loves. My heart is inditing a
good matter : I speak of the things which I have made touch-
tng the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

The prophet had been deeply engaged in contemplations
on Christ. Hchad fallen on some new and fresh discoveries
of him. Itisan entire new subject altogether. It concerns
the person of Christ as God-man, as King Mediator, as seated
on his throne as such, which throne is eternal, He rules on it.
He is glorious and majestick. He is anointed by God with the
oil of gladness. All his garments are perfumed most richly.
His sceptre is a righteous one. His lips are full of grace.
This the prophet Lad been swallowed up, in deep medita-
tions on.  This glorious one he proposes to speak of. Heis
full of him. His heart boileth, or bubbleth up, like the meat-
offering whilst it was in a state of preparation to be offered
on the altar. My heart is inditing a good matter : Christis a
most blessed subject to think, to speak, to write on. I speak
of the things which I havemade touching the king. OF Christ,
who is the Kiug Mediator, My tongue is the pen Sf'a. ready
writer, which is very expressive of his being filled with the
subject before him.

V. 2. Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is
poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.

Christ was, as man, the perfection of beauty, the essence
of all perfection. He was the fairest of all the fair. He ex.
ceeded Adam in Paradise. The words are, Thou art fairer
than Adam. He was a perfection of beauty. But Christ
is the perfection of it. The glory of his body and soul ex-
ceeded the whole creation. His soul was more glorious than
all theangels in heaven. His body was pure as the light: as
assumed 1nto union with the Son of God, by this personal
union, he had the whole fulness of grace and glory dwelling
in him; so that he was hereby suited to be an head over all
things to bis church, which is his body, the fulness of him
that filleth all in all.  As the prophet looked on him, so his
glory was more apprehended by him. He views him as God-
man, Mediator, and beholds hiin most divinely qualified as
such. In his person as Immanuel ; in his love and bowels
of mercy ; in his meekness and compassion; in the law of
kindness which was in his heartand lips. Grace is poured into
thy lips. His words were all gracious. They suited every
state, case, frame, feeling, sorrow, corruption, sin, wound,
or want, any, and all his people collected together, could be
the subjects of. It was for this very purpose the Father had
fitted and filled kim, that out of his fulness his beloved ones
might receive grace in time, and glory in eternity. Thereforc
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God hath blessed tbeesfor ever.  As Mediator, he hath his
gospel to preach, his Spirit to shed, his enemies to subdue,
h{i:s people to draw to himself; all which is next taken notice
of.

V. 8. Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with
thy glory and thy majesty.

Jehovah the Father hath blessed Christ as Mediator for
ever. e is herc addressed by his church to go forth iu all
the glory and power of his word, which is a sharp sword with
two edges, with which he does wonders, both in his churches
and out of them, amongst his enemies. He is here entitled
Mighty, or Almighty.  Most powerful and all powerful are
wost certainly one and the same. He is requested to dis-
play his glory and majesty.  Gird thy sword upon thy thigh,
O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. His glory
and majesty were before expressed in his being fairer than the
children of men. In being full of grace, so that it overflowed.
His very lips were full of it. He was blessed tor ever with all
spiritual blessing. It was his very office to dispense and com-
municate all grace. The prophet therefore prays, be would
put forthhis divine power 1n and with his word,and gloriously
display it; and also shine forth in the open discoveries and
displays of his godlike glory and majesty.

V. 4. Andin thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth
and meekness and righteousness ; and thy right hand shall teach
thee terrible things.

Thus the church wishes her Lord and King good success.
Prosper thou, ride theu ; so it is in the margin. She beholds
him going forth in his truth and righteousness, in the exer-
cise of his meekness.  She rejoices in the sight.  She doubts
not but his transporting charms and surpassing exccliencies
wiil win the hearts of his beloved unto him.  The trath of
his gospel, she is sure must get himr fame and praise. His
meekness, the church is fully engaged in believing, must
have a wonderful eflect on the minds of such to whom
he will be pleased to exercise it. His righteousness, as the
garment of salvation, and the robe of endless perfection, she
15 well persuaded, will attract and draw onc thousand and ten
thousand after him, who shall be favoured with a spiritual
apprchension thereof : she further prays his right-hand may
he exerted, that it may be excreised towards such as oppose
him and his gospel, his church, and people, saying,

V. 5. Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the %‘ing’s ene-
mies ; whereby the people fall under thee.

There can be no such thing as resisting Christ, so as to
overcome him, Such is his power in the preaching of his



425

word, that he sometimes fastens such conviction on the
minds of his very encmies, that they fall under him, so as to
acknowledge their crimes, even though they are not con-
verted to the true and saving knowledge of him. This is
very beneficial to the church of Christ, as hereby her ene-
mies, her cruel persecutors, are conquered. Ilence she prays
for her Lord to exert himself—to shoot out of his bow,
such arrows as will pierce, penetrate, and fasten in the
hearts of his enemies, that they may be subdued, and fall
under him. As this would increase his glory and renown,
and add fresh lustre to his honour and triumphs, it would
also increase the church’s praises and admiration of him, as
her Saviour, Lord, Mediator, Husband, and King.

V.G. Thythrone, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of
thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

Christ’s person is immutable. He is yesterday, to-day, and
the same forever. His throne is eternal. His mediatorial
kingdom is of vast extent. He ruleth over all. He is en-
throned and invested in all his offices by the Father. The
foundation of his being as Mediator, the Prophet, Priest,
and King of his church, is, his being the Son of the living
God. He is therefore equal in the essential Godhead, and in
all the perfections of it, with the Father and the Holy Ghost.
The Psalmist here styles hih God. He addresses him as such.
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever. The apostle quotes
these words, and applies them thus. Heb. i. 8. Unto the Son
he saith, Thythrone, O God, is for ever and ever. He proves
from them, and others which he had before mentioned, the
Christ in his personality in the Godhead, is the Son of the liv-
ing God, as he is by constitution and appointment God and
Man in one person, the appointed heir of ali things, Him
by whom the worlds were made. The brightness of glory,
by whom the VFather’s personality is most expressly declared.
Who upholds all things by his own power. Who, by tiie sa-
crifice of himself, purged away sin; which having doue, he
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. Itis very
sweet to see how the prophet, the personater of the church,

roceeds on in his views of Christ. He first views him in
{:is manhood : Thou art fairer than the children of men. lle
then contemplates him as Mediator. ‘Chen he says, Grace s
poured into thy lips. Then his constitution and appoint-
ment o what he was. This was of God: it was all accord-
ing to the will, council, and covenant of the eternal Three,
therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. Then an address
being made to Christ, and how he shines forth in the glo-
rious gospel of his grace, being expressed, the prophet be-
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holds and views him on his mediatorial throne, where he
shines like himself; he being crowned with glory and ho-
nour—whose name will never cease—whose fame will never
expire—whose priesthood is eternal—whose salvation shall
be for ever—whose righteousness shall not be abolished—
who hath saved his whole church, in himself, with an ever-
lasting salvation. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:
the sceptre of thy kingdom ts a right sceptre; or, a sceptre of
righteousness. This should most highly endear him to our
hearts. So should what follows concerning him.

V. 7. Thou lotest righteousness, and hatest wickedness:
therefore God, [or, O God,) thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

In both these verses, the former and this, we have the eter-
nity of Christ, the covenant acts of the Three in Jehovah
concerning Christ, and their covenant offices, most clearly
revealed. Christ is called God, (and that according to the
quotation and use made of these words by the apostle, in
the firstchapter of the Hebrews,) by God limself. Unto the
Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever. We
have here God the Father and the Son. The latter is address-
ed as God in this verse before us, if we adopt the marginal
reading. The textual reading is thus : Thou lovest righteous-
ness and halest wickedness, therefore God, thy God, &c. If
we read it thus: Therefore, O God, thy God hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows; we have
Christ a second time addressed as God; and the words are
very easy with this alteration. We have also the anointed
and the anointer, and with what Christ was anointed. Christ
was the Anointed One : it was God the Father who anointed
him. He was anointed with the Holy Ghost. So says Christ
himself. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord God hath anointed me. Tsai. lxi. 1.  So here is Christ,
God the Father ot Christ, the Holy Spirit, the oil of glad-
ness, bestowed on Christ, when he entered into heaven, and
sat on the right hand of God. Christ received the Holy
Ghost, in the whole fulness of his grace, to bestow and com-
municate the same to all his members, who are here styled
his fellows or equals, to sliew how near and dear they are to
him. ltis out of his fulness they receive their whole salva-
tion in time, with every gift, grace, and blessing of it; and
itis out of the same inexhaustible fulness they will receive
all the blessings of glory and life everlasting.

V.8. All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and
cassia, out of ihe ivory paluces, whereby they have made thee

.
yled.
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These spices were made use of to anoint Aaron, the high-
priest, and the tabernacle with; they being wrought up ac-
cording to the Lord’s command into anoil, orointment, it
was poured on Aaron’s head, and it doubtless perfumed all
his garments. It was symbolical of the Holy Ghost, with
whom Christ was anointed, and from whom he received his
name, the Anointed. Christ and Anointed are one and the
same, Our Immanuel is all perfume. His name is as oint-
ment poured forth; his person perfumes the church on
earth, and the church in heaven; his garments yield a rich
perfume. Al thy garments smell of myrrh,aloes, and cassia,
out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad.
" Which may be considered thus: like as rich and superb vest-
ments, in a wardrobe, richly perfumed, yield a scent most
adoriferous when put on and worn, so our great high -priest,
Christ Jesus, arrayed with all the garments of his salvation,
is all fragrancy; he is all odour ; all perfume. His churches
may be compared to ivory palaces. 'When he is pleased to
come forth out of them, so as to visit and refresh his saints,
and make them glad and joyful in himself, they smell the
rich fragrancy, and are refreshed and made glad thereby ;
and they make him glad by their expression of love to him.

V. 9. Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women :
upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir.

The prophet, in pursuing his subject, glances at the queen
of heaven. He had spoken of her Lord and Husband, as
having his proper companions, who were made glad in him,
and by him, and found it their truest interest to be in his
service, and to be in waiting. They received unspcakable
gladness and most divine unction from him. They were all
perfume in consequence of the fragrancy which distilled on
them from his garment of perfume. They had mmade him
glad at heart, in consequence of their high valuation of hin,
and of what they had spoken concerning him. This ieads to
consider who may be in waiting in the house and family
beside. Surely the bride is not below the bridegroomn, but as
she receives herall from him. As sheis one with him, wears
his name, is clothed with his righteousness, and is bone of his
bones and fleshof his flesh, she must be honourably provided
for, and have her proper attendants also. It is even sc.
Some of the most honourable of the earth are in her service.
She excels them all, yet they are of the blood royal of
heaven, Sheis at the right hand of her Lord and Husband ;
she is as though she was all solid gold; she bath: both her
eyes fixed on her Lord; her neck is adorncd with a neck-
lace of gold; her cheeks are comely with rows of jewels;
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she has on her finger her marriage ring, which hath in it five
most precrons jewels. Wheu her Lord gave it, he said unto
her, I will betroth thee unto me for ever: yea, I will betroth
thee unto me in righteousness, und ifi judgment, and in loving-
kindness, and in mercies. 1 will even betroth thee unto me in
righteousmess : and thou shalt know the Lord. tlosea ii. ver,
19, 20. Her garment was of wrought gold; she outshone
all who waited on ber, yet they were estimable ones, [
think this may be contrasted with these words ot the song,
There are threescore queens, and fourscore councubines, and
virgins without number. My dove, my undefiled is but one;
ske ts the only one of her mother, she is the chuice one of her
that bare her.  The daughters saw her and blessed ler ; yea,
the queens and the concubines, and they praised her, chap. vi.
ver. 8,9. 'The spouse ot Christ thus adorned, shining forth
in her glorious ornaments, and wedding dress, and standing
at the right hand of her Lord, he holding out his golden
sceptre, and sctting the royal crown on her head, so that
she outshone all but her Lord himself. The marriage is

roclaimed and solemnized, at which the Father of our

ord acknowledges her to be his daughter-in-law,and gives
Lier the following advice and counsel :

V. 10. Iearken, O duaughter, and consider, and incline
thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s
house.

The elect bride was chosen by the Father in Christ, before
the world was. The church was beloved in Christ, presented
to Christ, bestowed on Christ, married to Christ, and set up
in him, and together with him, - as his social companion be-
fore all time. She was brought forth by creation in onc pure
nature head. Adam fell, in whom she had creation, being,
and existence, and she in all her various and individual
members in him. She hath been raised up from her state
of sin and guilt, by her divine Lord. e redecemed her out
of the hands of all her enemies by his most precious blood.
He put away all her sin out of the sight of law and justice,
by his one offering of himsclf.  He brought in by his own
ol):edicnce for Lier, an everlasting righteousness. He loved
her, and washed her in his own blood. Thus he hath
cleansed her from all her sins. She is in his eyea perfection
of beauty; she is without all spot and blame before him ;
he bestows all liis unsearchable riches on her: as she passes
through a time state, she sometimes shines forth but dimly,
sometimes nore brightly, 1 mean in an open manifestative
way, in the ministration of the gospel. Here she shines
forth wmost brightly, and God the Father graciously speaks
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to her, acknowledges what she is to him, by her marriage
with his Son. Me calls her daughter. 1le says, Hearken,
O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also
thine own people, and thy father’s house. Give up all thy
relation te thy first father Adam, having nothing to do with
thy old natural religion; renounce it altogether; it will be
for thy advantage thus to act; it will be very pleasing and
acceptable to thy Lord; consider thy relation to him; it
becowes thee so to do.

V. 11. Soshall the king greatly desire thy beauty, for he is
thy Lord : and worship thou him.

YWhilst the charch is without all beauty, in herself con-
sidered, and it is but seldom any of the Lord’s people are to
be met with, you really apprehend what they are in Christ ;
yet this does not alter the truth of what the scripture reveals
concerning what they are in the beloved. Iu Christ they
are beyond all we can possibly conceive. They were in him
from everlasting, by the Father’s act of election. They
shoue forth before Christ, in the decrees and predestinating
purposes of God, a perfection of besuty. Christ had
such a sight of this as will never be obliterated out of his
mind., It was this drew out his heart towards her, and it
does and will continue in his thoughts, notwithstanding
all the defilement which sin hath wroughtin her. She hath
being and well-being in him. e may as soon cease to
exist as cease to love and delight in her. She hath un-
blamable holiness in him; she hath in hin everlasting
righteousness ; she hath in him purity beyond expression ;
her comnpleteness in him exceeds her utimost conception;
she is accepted in him ; she is to live in him, and with him
to all eternity ; he is well pleased to excrcise his vast mind
in contemplations on this; she is his delight. As the
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so he rejoices in and
over her. When she renounces all other lovers, objects,
and subjects, and is engaged in spiritual meditations herein,
she has clear, full, and blessed proof of this. Thca she
acknowledges what he is to her, by everlasting love; by
eternal union; by his relation to her, and interest; by his
engagements for her, and salvation wrought out on her be-
half.  Then she is led by the Holy Spirit to worship him,
by giving up herselt wholly to him; he then, making it evi-
dent to her mind that he delighteth in her, leads her to de-
light in him.

V. 12. And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift :
even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favour.

Towards thecloseof time, the church of Christ will shinc
forth in open view to others, more than she has ever yet
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done. She will be called by a new name, which the mouth of
the Lord shall name, which name [ conceive will. be Jehovah-
Shammah, the Lord is there. She will be a crown of glory
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of
her God. She will be an eternal excellency, the joy of
many generations. There will be a great accession of con-
verts to her ; she and her converts will then experience all
the blessedness contained in these words of the prophet:
The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will
save, ke will rejoice over thee with joy ; he will rest in his love,
he will rejoice vver thee with singing, Zephaniah iii. 17. Then
the daughter of Tyre will be there with a gift, even the rich
umong the people will entreat the favour of the church, to be-
come members with her, and enjoy the benefit of the Lord’s
ordinances observed by her. Then the mountain of the
Lord’s house will be exalted in the top of the mountains,
and be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow un-
to it. The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

V. 13. The king’s daughter is all glorious within : her
clothing is of wrought gold.

The spouse of Christis the king’s daughter. The king, I
apprehend here, is God the Father, who addressed her as
bis daughter-in-law, by means of her marriage union to his
Son. This is also agreeable with what Christ saith in the
£2d chapter of Matthew, where he says, The kingdom of
Leaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for
isson. Now as God the Father is there the king who made
the marriage for his Son, so [ conceive he must be consider-
ed in the verse before us, and the church as in his sight, as
he beholdfher in Christ, all glorious within and without
her. She hath the Holy Ghost the Lord and giver of life,
as the spirit of life and glory dwelling in her. She will one
day be completely framed by him, both in body and soul,
into the most exact conformity and likeness to Christ, in
his soul and body. She is already, even now, as viewed in
Christ, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. She
hath his righteousness on her; he is Jehovah her righteous-
ness; she is made the righteonsness of God in him. Her
clothing is of wrought gold. 'I'his is expressive of her
worth, of her durability, of her noble extraction, of her
being of iminense worth and dignity, of the perfection of
her wedding dress, of her being complete in Christ, of ber
having nouiing to fear from her heavenly Father’s taking a
most minute survey of her. In this robe on her, she shines
in the presence of God, and will for ever outshine all the
cleet Angels in glory for ever.
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V. 14. She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of
needlework : the virgins her companions that follow her shall
be brought unto thee.

This is expressive of the everlasting perfection of the
church ; of her presentation to the divine Father, in the
new Jerusalem state; when she as a bride adorned for her
husband, having the glory of God, will be presented by her
Lord, to Jehovah the Father, as fully completed, accord-
ing to all his eternal and vast purposes of grace concerning
her; and the virgins her companions, shall share and par-
take with her of eternal glory.

V. 15. With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought :
they shall enter 1nto the king’s palace,

Christhimself will introduce them into the new Jerusalem
state, saying, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom’ prepared for you before the foundation of the
world. There will be gladuess and rejoicing, such as never
were before, Saints will then be filled with all the fulness
of God; they will be clothed with immortality; they will
then shine as the sun; the Lord God and the Lamb will be
their light, and they will reign for ever and ever. Then a
great voice out of heaven will pronounce, Behold, the taber-
nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them,
and be their Goc;.) And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the

Jormer things are passed away, Rev. xxi. 3,4, 5. Saints in
this state will see Christ’s face, and his name shall be in
their foreheads. They will not need here the light of the
sun, for the Lord God giveth them light, and they shall
enjoy this to their unspeakable satisfuction. John might
well say, Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection : on such the second death hath no power; but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with
him a thousand years.

V. 16. Instead of thy father s shall be thy children, whom
thou mayest make princes in all the earth.

In every age and generation, such as we style fathers in
the church of Christ die, yet the gospel does not die with
them. No: Children of God arise and spring vp in the
church, and they will exercise themsclves in the cause of
God and truth. These will carry forth the knowledge of
Christ, and make their acknowledgements concerning hin
wheresoever they go. In the latter day, many shail run 10
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.  These being of
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a princely spirit, may be placed by the churches of Christ,
and received by them in all the earth.

V.17, I will make thy name to be remembered in all gene-
rations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and
ever.

The scriptures of truth, the revelation of Christ in them,
the record of God concerning him, will be the means of
perpetuating the name of Christ in all generations, So will
the outward and open preaching the everlasting gospel, and
its ordinances; so will the contessions made concerning the
Father’s everlasting love, the person and salvation of Christ,
the operations of the Lioly Ghost on the minds of the re-
generate.  This will cause the name of Christ to be remem-
bered, and the people shall praise him for ever aud ever,
amen. So beit, O Lord. Thus the Psalm is ended. May
the Lord give his blessing to the reading it. Amca.

PSALM THE FORTY-SIXTH.

This Psalin is thus entitled, To the Chicf Musician, for the
Scus of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth.

One reads it thus: Lo kim that excelleth upon Alamotk,
or the chief” musician for the sons of Korah upon dAlamoth.
Some understand Alamoth to be the tune of a song, others
conceive it to be an instrument ¢f music. This Psalm was
committed to be suug, and to him that was chief of the sons
of Korah, to be played on the instrument called Alamoth. It
is said Zechariah the son of Roath, with those under hiwm,
sung ou psalteries on Alamoth. See 1 Chron. xv. 20.

The subject of this sacred hymn, is a song of thanksgiving
for some remarkable victory obtained over the enemies of
Christ, and his people. It is considered by some, as re-
ferring to the deliverance of the church in Hezekial’s time;
others refer it to what took place in the reign of Jehosha-
phat. 1t might be penned on some general occusion, as
designed for the use of the church at all times. It expresses
strong coufidence in God : whatsoever alarining distresses
and dangers may alarm any of the churches of Christ, or
the nations and states they are placed in, here are contained
such buld and most blessed triumphs of faith, as if any of
the saints use them as their own, they may soou obtain
heart-ease, «nd freedom trom all their cares and ftears. In
it we bave a most solemn rebearsul of the great things which
Geod hath wrought for the deliverance of his people, in the
destruction of their enemies. We have God’s promise of
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promoting his glory in every event, and the full expectation
of the church in him, for full deliverance from all her ene-
mies. It is recorded of Luther, when ke heard at any
time, of anly distress like to come on the church, he used to
say, Come let us sing the 46th Psalm; and then let the enemy
do kis worst. Goddid avenge himself on the enemies of his
church, be they DLgyptians, Syrians, Moabites, Ammo~
nites, Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians, Chaldeans, Per-
sians, Syro-Grecians, or be they what they might. And
he will finally bring down Popery, Mahometanism, Infide-
lity, and cvery enemy of his people. Our Lord must reign,
till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

V. 1. Tothe chief musician, for the sons of Korah, a song
upon Alamoth. God is our refuge and strength, a very pre-
sent help in trouble.

In the revelation God hath made of himself in Christ
Jesus, to his ¢hurch and people, he hath given them the
greatest ground for hOfintg in bim. This was the case with
the Lord’s people in Judea ; they are addressed by Moses
thus : For what nation 1is there so great, who hath God so
nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we
call upon him for, Deut. iv. 7. All God is to us, he is
in Christ; the cities of refuge were memorials of him;
their very names had respect unto him ; he is the sanctuary
in whom we are safely guarded from every enemy ; he is
our refuge to whom we may flee. Itis in him we are safe ; he
is the hope set before us. His name, his person, his love, his
blood and rightcousness ; his burial, resurrection, and ascen-
sion; his intercession, advocacy, his word and promises, his
truth and faithfulness, afford us divine support. All who
know him, individuals, and collected bodies of saints, ma
well say, God is our refuge and strength, a very present lzelz
tn trouble. He was to the Israelites, when he divided the
Red Sea, and led them through, and made the waters to
stand on an heap. le was so to them on several and vari-
ous occasions when they were in the land of Canaan, in the
times of the judges which judged Isracl. He was so to
them in the days of Samucl, who cricd to the Lord for
Israel, the Lord thundercd with a great thunder on the
Philistines, and discomfited them, and they were smitten
before Isracl. The Lord was a present hielp in trouble to
David, when Saul and his men compassed David and his
men round about to take him; at which season an express
arrived to call off Saul, informing him the Philistines had
invaded the land. The Lord was a very present help in
time of trouble to his people, when Zerah the Ethiopian

VOL. I. 2F
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came against Asa king of Judah, with an host of ane
thousand thousand and three hundred chariots, and came
to Mareshah, a city about cighteen miles from Jeru-
salem. The king of Judah called on the Lord his God,
and said, Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether
with many, or with them that have no power: help us, O
Lord our God; fir we rest on thee, and in thy name we
go against this multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; let
not man prevail against us, 2 Chron. xiv. 11. On this the
Lord smote the Ethiopians, and they fled before Asa, and
Judab. The Lord was a present help in trouble, in the
days of Jehoshaphbat, when a vast ariny of enemies came up
against him. On being informed of it, he proclaimed a
fast throughout all Judah; and on the fasting day, whilst
he was in the very act of praying, the spirit of the Lord
came upon Jahazicl, a Levite ; and he said, Hearken ye, all
Judah, and wye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king
Jehoshaphat, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this
great multitude ; for the battle is not yours, but God’s. Tor
morrow go ye down against them: behold they come up by the
cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook,
before the wilderness of Jeruel. Ye skall not need to fight in
this buttle ; set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation
of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem : fear not, nor

disimayed ; to-morrow go out against them : \for the Lord
will be with you, 2 Chron. xx. 15, 16, 17. The Lord was
to his church a present help in trouble, when he destroyed
the arny of the Assyrians, in the days of Hezekiazh. What
he lLas been, he ever will be; saints may with confidence
go on, and continue to say, God is cur refuge and streagth,
o very present help in trouble. 'This being the casc, the
church acts upon it, saying:

V. Q. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be re-
noved, and though the mountains be carried inty the midst of
tir sea (into the heart of the seas) ; so it is in the margin.

'Tiiis was the case at the universal deluge. Then the
clobe sunk under water; all the high hills which were
under the whole heaven were covered ; fifteen cebits up-
wards did the wuters prevail, and the mountains were
covered, yet the church of Christ was preserved. Noah
ranained alive, and they that were with bim in the ark.
The church tmproves ber faith on this; she speaks her con-
fidence in Ged himselt) let his dispensations towards an un-
sodiy workd be us they may 5 she speaks in the name of all.
ber chureht members; she in her own person aud name,
speaks tor thems Lhercfore will not we frar, thovgh the eaith
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be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sca. Let the globe be convulsed to its very centre,
Tet it be all darkness and confusion ; were it to be as tre-
mendous as at the flood, yet will not we fear ; the Lord Jesus
Christ is our all; we have our all in him; we are therefore
securc ; we cannot bc more so, he being our refuge and
strength, he being a very present help in trouble. We will
therefore leave our all with him ; we cast all our care on him,

V. 3. Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,
though themountains shake at the swelling thereof. Selak.

In the midst of the most alarming dangers we are safe.
Let all the whole system of nature be convulsed, we fear it
not. Let the seas roar, and threaten another deluge, we
rely on God’s promise, which is immutable. Let the very
mountains, the strong barriers of the earth give way, we
have God in Christ, our father and friend to preserve
us. He 1s the Lord our God; he is God; all the elements
are under his control; all our enemics are under his
most powerful restraint; he is the faithful God; he
keepeth covenant and mercy to a thousand generations;
we will not therefore fear, come what may. No; we will
not. Though the carth be moved, and removed ; though
the mountains be carricd into the midst of the sea; though
the waters thereof roar and be troubled; though the moun-
tains, the strongest foundations of the earth, shake at the
swelling thereof, yet willnot we fear. We have the word of
God, for tiic grourd and loundation of our faith in him ;
we have also his arm for our defence ; his faithfulness is our
security ; the church wonld have what she here says taken
notice of, therefore she athixes the word Selab, which sig-
nifies mark this well. 1t is un established point.  The Lord
cannot, the Lord will not forsake his people for his great
namesake. No; we have found the truth of this, therefore
our hearts are confident in God, who is our refuge and
strength, a very present help iu trouble.

V. 4. There is a river, the streems whercof shall make glad
the city of God, the holy pluce of the tabernacles of the HMost
High. ’

Jerusalem is doubtloss the eity hege meant. Shiloah, or
Siloam, is said to be the same a5 Gihon. It is said to have
had two pools, the pool of Silvam near the scuth-cast of the
temple, and the pool of Silcah somewhere westward, The
water that came from the fountains near the same place for
ordinary uses, ran partly through the city castward, and
partly along the south side of it, and met near the pool of
Siloam, where our Lord hcaled the blind man.  In order 1o

ere
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revent Sennacherib’s having plenty of water in the siege,
Iezekiah brought the stream of Gihon, which used to run
along the south of the city, into it, and caused it to run
straight eastwards. Now this seems to be what is referred
to in these words : There is a river, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city ‘% God, the holy place of the tabernacles of
the l‘fost High. hilst I conceive this may give us the
true idea from whence the prophet spoke concerning ariver,
the streams whercof shall make glad the city (ff God, yet this
does by no means set aside a spiritual elucidation of it.
No: it rather facilitates it. hilst the inbabitants of
Jerusalem, during the season of their being besieged, were
comfortably supplied with water, and this by means of aque-
ducts, was made use of in the temple service, for washing
the offerings, filling the brazen sea and lavers, which might
be styled tﬁe Tabernacle of the Most High, they being parts
of its sacred worship and furniture, so we may make the
following uses of all this. God’s church is a city. Itis
often represented to us in the scriptures under that term.
Christ is the king ; its members are his subjects. They are
all of noble extraction ; they are born from above ; they are
citizens; their gates and walls to secure them are salvation
Christ dwelleth in them ; he dwelleth with them ; he is their
glory ; he is in the midst of them; he is on his throne; he
1s their light and life everlasting; he is the trce of life;
through him. as God-man Mediator, runs the river of the
water of life, which proceeds from the everlasting love of
the divine Father. It may be compared 1o a river on ac-
count of its fulness and rapidity, the streams of which re-
fresh the saints, It hath, it doth, it shall make glad the
city of God. The Lord’s beloved ones, in the tabernacles
of the Most High, are often refreshed with spiritual dis-
coveries of it, gs it is opencd to their renewed minds; as
sovercign, free, eternal, without any cause but the good
pleasure of God's will.  The streams which flow from it,
are clection in Christ, before the foundation of the world.
The gitt of Christ’s person as their head, their union to
him, their being blessed in him with all spiritual blessings,
wheir acceptation in his person_, these are some of the
strecams which flow immediately from God’s love in Christ
unto them. To which are annexed other streams of grace,
fowing from the former. The covenant of grace, which
contains a provision for them as sinuers; the gift «f Christ
as a saviour; his salvation, which is everiasting ; the benefits
of it, which comsists in justification and pardon ; the gift
of the Holy Glost, who renews the mind, and makes all
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these great things known to the regenerate ; and so reveals
Christ in them, and takes of the things of Christ and makes
them known unto them, as to put them into the actual pos-
session and enjoyment of them; this is the river, and these
are the streams of the water of life, which flow from the
throne of God, and from the Lamb, which will issue i life
everlasting. Old Testament saints could say, There is a
river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the
holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. Ezekiel, in
his vision of the holy waters, saw the propriety of the word
shall in tHe scripture before us, as it implied a continuation
of this river, and its streams, and that saints from age to
age should be made glad thereby. He, as led through the
waters, found the first reached to the ankles, next to the
knees, then to the loins, then they became a river to swim in,
and then such an one as could not be passed over, chap. 47.
A most beautiful description of the various discoveries of
the love of God in Christ, as opened to real saints, and the
churches of -Christ, by the secret operations of the Holy
Ghost upon, and within them. The new church will be
refreshed with the streams of this water of life to the end of
time; and the whole church will then be fully satisfied
therewith, in the fullest communications of it in eternal
glory.

V. 5. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved :

God shall help her, and that right early.

If this refers to Hezekiah’s time, it was most suitably ex-
ressed. The Lord sent a most blessed relief to his chuorch,
y the prophet Isaiah. The Lord destroyed the army of

the enemy, and cut off at one blow, 185,000, and tiius e
fulfilled his promise, and wrought a glorious salvation for
his church, from the rage and blasphemons wrath of her
enemies. It was hiereby evident God was in the midst of
her. It was hereby fully proved, God did help her. [t was
hereby manifested, God’s help was right early; at the very
nick of time. It was in the mount Jehovah wns here seen.
The words are spoken with the greatest confidence. Saints
may speak diffidently, yet they do not then speak the lan-
guage of faith. It is a blessed thing to live in the belief of
the truth. It is in consequence of it, we speak the words
of truth. God’'s word is immutable. And, Thus saith the
Lord, is the ground of faith. We should therefore always
speak according to it. The revelation of Christ in the ever-
lasting gospel, is the sole foundation of all true faith in him.
We believe in him so far and no farther than we know and
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receive that revelation of him into our minds, by the light
and teaching of the Lord the Spirit.

V. 6. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he
uttered his voice, the earth melted.

The Egyptians, the kings of Canaan, the Syrians, the
Assyrians, and other heathen nations, bad again and again
raged against God's Israel, against Jerusalem, the holy
city, before this now present time; so they had raged
and vented the same on others, which knew not God.
They had been successful against them, so that the king-
doms were moved, some of them from one ruler to an-
other; and some of them at hearing the most powerful
enemy they had ever heard of, was now aiming to reduce
the land of Judea, and subdue the inhabitants, so as to
bring them under their subjection; but Jehovah uttered his
voice, and the Assyrian was beaten down, and in Tophet his
vast army was consumed, just as the prophet foretold. For
Tophet is ordained of old; yeu, for the king it is prepared;
he hath made it decp and lurze: Uie pile thereof is fire and
much wood ; the breath of the Lord, like a stream ¢f brim-
stone, duth kiadle it, lsai. xxx. 53.

V. 7. The Lord of hosts is wiih us; the God of Jacob. is
our refuge. Selal.

This is the churcly’s trivmph.  Thus she glories in God.
She here shouts victory, aud ascribes it all to the God of
Jacob, who was her God also.  Jeliovah of hosts, the Lord
God ef sabaoti, or armies, Liad proved himself to be in the
midst of his Churehas the retuge of his people; as the
sucngth of his peopic, asa present hedp in time of troable ;
therefore they sing, they shout, they proclaim the same,
Thie Lord of hosts is with ns 3 the God of Jacob is our re«
foge.  We solemnly assert the truth of this, We set our
seal to it. We add therelore the word Selah——FLet it be
remembered.  We muay well conceive all the deliverances
wrought by the Lord for his pecple, before the incarnation
of Christ, served, in the hand of the Lord the Spirit, to cone
firm their belict tn the coming of Christ into our world, as
the great God and Saviour, who would deliver them out of
the hands of ali their enemics, and bestow ou them all
the blessings of his conquests, ¢ven life cverlasting.

V. 8. Come, bkl thcworks of the Lord, what desolations
he Lath made i tie enrid,

This is an exhortation given by the chureh, to consider
the works of' Jchovah.,  He had delivered his people from
the rage of theirencmies. Ile had smote them most awfully;
he had laid them low, His wrath was manifested against
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them ; his omnipotent arm displayed. This was worthy
to be considered, and also the effécts which followed.

V. 9. He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth ;
he'breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder ; he barn-
eth the chariot with fire.

Thi> will one day be the case most completely. When
our Lord shall tread down, and trample on all his enemies.
When men shall beat their swords into plow-shares, and
their spears into pruning-hooks; when the nations shall
learn war no more. A most desirable period. Whilst it
was to Sennacherib’s disgrace and confusion, to have his
army thus cut off, and he thus forced to return to his own
land, and it may be, peace in Judea, and other nations
might follow on this, yct, I conceive it not amiss to eon-
sider these words as prophetic. We know at the battle of
Armageddon our Lord Jesus Christ will be an invincible
conqueror. He will there smite the nations; he will rule
them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine-press of the
fierceness -and wrath of Almighty God; he will there have
on his vesture dipped in the blood of his enemies, and on
his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of
lords, Rev. xix. 16.

V. 10. Be still, and know that I am God: I will be ex-
alted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

These words are spoken in the person of God. They are
spoken by him to his enemics. They contain a declaration
of his eternal power and Godhead ; of his sovercignty and
divine authority, over all his enemics. He declares he wiil
be exalted by his acts towards them, in their destruction,
He will be exalted in the carth, in his acts and exereives of
his will, in the sons of men~—in the nations, kingdons, and
empires of men. Ile liveth for ever. His domiiion is ever-
lasting ; his kingdom is from generation to gcuciation s
‘all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed us nothing; ke
doth according to his will in the army of heaven,and wnong
the inhabitants of the earth ; none can stay his haud, or say
unto him, What doest thou? Let saints therefore learn to
submit their wills, and be resigned to all his dealings with
them,

V. 11. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God v Jucol is our
refuge. Selak.

Thus the church triumphs, and concludes with this de-
claration of her faith in God, for all future deliverances. e
that hath saved, he doth save, and he will save to the end.
She seals this, as she did before at the seventh verse, with
the word Selah, which some will have to be a note in
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music at which the voice should be elevated. Surely if sa,
it must be confessed it comes in most pertinently here. The
Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah, May the Lord vive us to rcjoice herein. Amen.

PSALM THE FORTY-SEVENTH.

Its title is, To the chief Musician, a Psalm for the Sons of
Karah.

This Psalm is supposed to have been composed and sung,
when the ark was removed from the house ot Obededom to
the city of David, of which you have a very correct ac-
count in the 15th chapter of the 1st book of the Chronicles.
It is considered to be on the same occasion when the 24th
Psalm was wrote and sung. I conceive this difference
should be acknowledged: the 24th Psalm was sung whilst
the ark was ‘on the shoulders of thepriests ; this after it
was deposited in its place which David had prepared for it.
The reader will, on reading each of them, very easily per-
ceive, the different expressions in them naturally suggest
this. I shall consider this as sung after the ark was placed
in the tabernacle. We reud, So they brought the ark of
God, and set it in themidst of the tent that David had pitched
Jor st : and they offered burnt-sacrifices and peuce-gfferings
before God, 1 Chron. xvi. ver. 1. Now here I would place
this Psalm, as sung at the offering of the burnt-sacrifices.

The subject-matter of it, is a solemn shout of praise to
the Lord Jesus Christ, as the head, the king of his church
and people. He having all things under his feet, and all
power in heaven and earth, would most assuredly subdue
the enemies of his church, and bestow on her all desirable
and promised good. This is spoken of in the utmost con-
fidence of faith. 1le shall subdue, &c. he shall choose,
&c. to which the word Seclab, by way of confirmation is
added. Then ina figurative manncr, the ascension of Christ
1s spoken of, and the majesty and triumph thercof, on
which a chorus of praise is expressed ; the reason for which
is given ; and the effeets of our Lord’s ascension is declared,
and thus the Psalm ends.

V. 1. To the chicf musician, a Psaln for the sons of Korah.
O clap your haads, all ye people; shout unto God with the
voice of triumph.

Were we to consider what took place, when it was de-
signcd to remove the ark from Kirjathjearim to the city of
David, when it being put into a new cart, which was con-
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trary to the divine command, and it being shook by the
oxen, at which Uzzah put forth his hand and touched it,
and God smote him for the same, so that he died immedi-
ately, it would give us some easy apprehension of some ex-
pressions in this Psalm. David being struck with terror at
the displeasure of God, manifested in the breach made on
Uzzah, had the ark carried to the house of Obededom. It
remained there three months. On his being informed God
blessed Obededom and all his house, in a very particular
manner, on account of the ark, he found out his past mis-
take. It should not have been put into a cart; it should
have been borne by the Levites on their shoulders; it was
not to be touched. This the Lord himself had farbid.
On having a clear knowledge of this, David consulted the
Levites and priests, who being prepared for the solemnity,
assembled, and walked in procession, and the Levites took
up the ark, and carried it on their shoulders, and the singers
with instruments of music, psalteries, and harps, and cym-
bals sounding, by lifting up their voice with joy. Now as
all this was done according to the word of the Lord given
to Moses, so it is recorded, when God helped the Levites
that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that they
offered seven bullocks and seven rams. I refer you to
2 Kings, chap. vi. and to 1 Chron. chap. xv. As this was
done to express thankfulness to the Lord, it being evident
they had now his blessing on them, in their removal of the
ark; so when they had been carried through their work, and
Jodged it in the proper place, it seems very natural, whilst
the burnt-offerings and peace-offerings were laid on the
altar, and there consuming by fire, to address, or be address-
ed with these words, O clap your hands, allye people; shout
unto God with the voice of triumph. As they had sung the
Lord’s praise, when he helped them to bare the ark, and to
proceed on regularly with it, surely they might well clap
their hands, and shout for joy, now the ark was in the hoh-
est of all. They had an evidence ot Christ’s being in the
midst of them, as their true and sovereign king. His per-
son, his grace, his royalty, his majesty, bis glory, his ex-
cellency, his power and authority, they might well rejoice
in. It was to them as his coronation day. They were foi
shouting in him aloud with joy ; yea, they were for shouticg
unto him as God over all blessed for ever, with the voice of
triamph,

V. 2. For the Lord most high is terrible; he is a great Ling
over all the earth. )

Christ is the object of the sepg; the subject af this
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Eraise. He is Jehovah the Most High over all the earth;
e was Israel’s God; he was the king of Isracl; he is ter-
rible; he is omniscient and omnipresent; he knows his
friends, and he knows his enemies; therefore they have
cause to fear htn, and tremble for fear of him, and for fear
of his terrible and awful judgments against them. Heidsa
great king over all the earth. This is matter of joy and
trivanph to his church,  All her .enemies are under his feet.
He hath saved his people in himself, with an everlasting
salvation., He entered heaven on their behalf, and liveth
in the presence of God for them, as their represcntative,
having obtained eternal redemption. He being on his
throne, be is himself the throne of grace to all his people.
We may well therefore expect to hear from him, and to re-
ceive from him every covenant blessing which we need.
‘We therefore say in faith :

V. 3. He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations
under our fcet.

He hath all bis and our enemies under his feet. He will
also bring them down, so as they shall be under ours also.
Let we, say these Old Testament saints, have what enemies
we may, to our nation, to our rcligion, to us as children of
the Most High over all the carth, our king Mediator, our
sovereign Lord, our Suviour and cmmnipotent conqueror,
will subduve them; andin his own time and way, the nations
which koow bim net, he will subduc therm vnder our feer.
‘We are confident of it, thercfore we trinmph in him, as fully
as though it were alrcady done.

V. 4. He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency
of Jacol whom he loved,  Selak.

We are the seed of Jacob., To him, and to us in him,
the land of Canaan was promised. We inherit it; our in-
heritunce came to us in our predecessors by lot; we give
him the glory of it to the present moment. Himsclf was
Jacob’s excellency ; heis ours also. He loved Jacob; he
loved us; he loved Jacoh, and made Limself known to him,
and held communion with him ; he doth also with us. Init
we eqjoy the highest apprehensions, and sense, and enjoy-
meut of the Jove, wherewith hie hath loved us,  'We set the
word Sclah to this, as a truth worthy of remembrance.
We will leave our persons, and all our concerns, relating to
body and soul, respecting our persons and habitations, re-
specting all which may befal us in life, or in the article of
death, in his hands, as we kiow whom we have believed,
and his all-sufficiency.
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V. 3. Godis gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound
of a trumpet.

The ark, a solemn memorial of Christ, was now in its pro-
per place. It was carried thither witha shout, and the utter-
most expressions of joy; and David appointed the Levites
to minister before the ark of the Lord, and to record, to
thank and praise the Lord God of Isracl. The choir ap-
pointed to sing, as divided into companies, one class of
them praised the Lord with psalteries and harps, another
made a sound with cymbals, another class were engaged in
sounding trumpets before the ark of the Lord continually.
See 1 Chron xvi. 4, 5, 6. Now this opens what is referred
to. When the ark was carried and brought to the tent
David prepared for it, all these instruments were made use
of. When they entered the place, where it was to remain,
the people gave a shout. At it the trampets sounded. So
that according to the very letter of it, they might well sing
and say, God 1s gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound
of a trumpet, The titles of God and Jehovah are here given
to our Christ, His attention is spoken of, as if it were al-
ready past; because the types and figures of it, proved it
was as fully transacted before Jehovah the Father, as if it
had already taken place. It is the substance, is the founda-
tion of the shadow. If Christ and his entrance into heaven
had not had, in his person and transactions with the Father,
real covenant existence, there could have been no shadows
of the wonderful realities. When our Christ went up to
glory, he shouted everlasting victory and triumph over all
his, and our enemies. He went up with the sound of a
trumpet; not so as to be heard with ontward ears, but he
went up in the very act of blessing his disciples, which
on the day of Pentecost he confirmed, by his pouring down
the Holy Ghost upon them, whereby they were enabled to
sound the trumpet of the everlasting gospel, which is a joy-
ful sound. It proclaims free, full, and eternal redemption
in the person, blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ, to
all thein that shall believe on him to life everlasting.  Onr
Lord went into heaven with the utmoet jox, majesty, solem-
nity, and glory. Goid Jesus went up with a shout of cver-
lasting victory and triumph; and s victory and triumph
will never be broke in upon: his triwmmphs will Jast to cter-
nity. It is very delightful to a spiritual mind, to view and
review, in reading the book of salins, how the whole of
Christ was revealed, and travsacted and realized to the faith
of Old Testament worshippers. It is o great misery to most
of us, and we arc losers therehy; it we do not in our own
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minds, go over Christ, the love of Christ, the incarnation,
obedience, passion, burial, resurrection, ascension, victories
and triumphs of him, our ever blessed Lord and Saviour, in
an orderly, distinct, and regular manner.

V. 6. Sing praisesto God, sing praises: sing praises unte
our King, sing praises.

The person of Christ gave worth, excellency, dignity and
efficacy to all he did and performed in our world. He was
God; he is here worshipped and praised assuch ; he is God
and man. As the man in God, by personal union, he went
up as the everlasting conqueror, when he had by himself
purged our sins. Like as all his saints in heaven, were
wrapt up in his praises, when they saw him enter into glory,
and when he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high: so here, views of this by the spirit of prophecy, put
the Psalmist on saying on this subject, and in consequence
of the intuitive views he had received from the Holy Ghost
of the same, Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises
unto our King, sing praises. Here is sing praises four times.
It is here, because he is gone up with a shout. It is be-
cause Jehovah is gone up with the sound of a trumpet. It
may be, some allusion is bad to the Lord’s descent on mount
Horeb: When we read of the voice of the trumpet exceeding
loud, it waxed louder and louder, Moses spake and God ane
swered him by a voice. The law was then delivered. It
might then be said, God was gone up. It is added, 4nd
all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and
the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when
the people saw it, they removed and stood afur off. When the
apostle speaks of the second coming of Christ, he says, The
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpe of God. I con-
ceive ull this stands so far in connexion, as that one may
cast some light on the other.  We may well join in the high
praises of Christ, who arc partakers of his salvation. We
may very pertinently address each other, saying, Sing
praises unto our God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King,
sing praises. The ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands of elect angels sang his praises when
he entered heaven, and was about to be seated ou his throne.
They with a loud voice said, Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive puwer, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing. May we with the ut-
termost of our love tu Christ, join our Amen to it; as also
to what our elder brethren in heaven did on the same solem~
nity. They sung a new song to Christ, saying, Thou aré



4456

worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof : for
thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood,
out of every kindred, and nation, and people, and tongue.

ay we unite our most hearty assent and consent, to allthe
glory, blessing, and praise, given by all the saints and
angels in heaven, to our precious and well beloved [mma-
nuel, who is the king eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
wise God, whose name is exalted above all blessing and
praise. Amen, and amen.

V.7. Tor God is the king of allthe earth: sing ye praises
with understanding.

Our Lord, as God-man, is king Mediator upon his throne.
He rules over all worlds, beings, and things. He is king
of all the earth. Ye that know him therefore, in his per-
son and grace, in his salvation and blessings, in his offices
and power, in his unspeakable power and wisdom, exer-
cised by him, over all the work of his hands, be yc not slack
to praise him. Sing ye his praises, yea, sing ye his praises
with understanding. Let ail your meutal faculties be pro-
Eerly exercised in these acts of worship. Every one that

ath understanding. So it is in the margin, let such shew
forth, and sing his praise. The apostle quotes this in the
14th chapter of his first epistle to the Corinthians, verse 15,
He introduceth it thus: What is it then? I will pruy with
the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will
sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding
also. 'There is very little of this to be found. Most of our
prayers and praises are more natural, than they are super-
natural ones. Yet this ought not to be. Nor should we
give way to our own frames and feelings in the Lord’s
worship, as we too commonly do. May the Lord the Spirit
save us from it, and teach us how to pray, and what to pray
for. May he give us both matter and manner.

V. 8. God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the
throne of his holiness.

Chlirist is enthroned, crowned, and declared to be the
king of heaven; the king of glory; his Father’s king; the
king of his church. He is king of saints; he is king of na-
tions; he is Lord God omnipotent; he reigneth over the
heathen; he hath his seed amongst them ; he will one day
so send his gospel amongst them, as that the whole world
shall be enlightened with his glory, His throne on which
he sits, is a throne of holiness; he is essentially holy; his
person i3 holiness in its very essence ; he is the holy one of
God; he is the most holy ; as Mediator, he is holiness in its
most glorious shinc; bisacts of grace to saints, are all holy ;
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his acts towards sinners, are all founded on holiness and
justice. God the Saviour reigneth over the heathen. He
will rule them as seemeth good in his sight, agrceable with
his Father’s will concerning them, either with a rod of iron,
or with the sceptre of his grace. He sitteth on the throne
of his holiness; he hath finished the work of salvation; he
i3 entered into his rest; he is crowned with glory and ma-
Jesty ; he must reign, till the Father hath put ail enemies
under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed 1s
death. For he hath put Il things under his feet. DBut when
he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is
ercepted, which did put all things under him. And when all
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also him-
self' be subject unto him whick did put all things under him,
thut God may be all in a/l, 1 Cor. xv. ver. 25, 26, 27, 28.
The Father hath put all things into the hands of Christ,
and under his feet : as Mediator, Heis to give an account to
him, concerning his discharge of that office, which he will
do at the close of his present administration of the same,
when God will be all in all.

V. 9. The princes of the people are gathered together, even
the people of the God of Abraham : for the shields of the earth
belong unto God : he is greatly exalted.

Christ on the throne of his holiness, seated and fixed
thereon, after the power of an endless life, purs forth his
almighty power and influence, in, and with the preaching
of his life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension, in the
hearts of sinners for whom he died, and hereby draws them
to himself. This is the subject of the verse before us, which
may appear also, and be confirmed by the margin. Itis
there, The voluntary of the pecple are gathered unto the peo-
ple of the God of Abraham. Who are these, but such as
Christ looks on, and makes willing in the day of his power?
Surely they can be none but they. They are styied the
princes of the peeple, that is some of the great ones of the
carth, Itis cxpressiy said to the Jewish church, when she
shall esafess Chirist in the latter day, dnd kings shall be thy
nursing futhers, and Lhetr queens thy nursing mothers: they
skall bowmwdown to thee wilh their jace toward the earth, and
lick up the dust of thy feet; aud thou shalt know that I am
the Lord : for they siail not be ashamed that wait for me,
Tsad. e, ver. 28, Wlhicn the Jews are called, then the fulness
of the Gentiles also shall come in.  They will be gatliered
and united to the Jews, the peaple of the God of Abraham.
'I'lie renson for which is thus given: For the shields of the
carth belone wnta Ged. The great men of the eartb ‘espes
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cially the great onet among the Jews, when they shall be
turned unto the Lord, will be found to belong unto Christ.
He will be greatly exalted in them, and by them. Thus the
Psalm ends. This being in the light and by the teaching of
the Holy Ghost, led saints, under the prophetic dispensation,
to adore Jehovah for the blessings which would follow on
Christ’s ascension and glorification. It would be blessed
employment for the spiritusl mind, to contemplate on the
peculiar blessings which flow down upon us, in consequence
of our Lord’s incarnation, and also those which immediately
result {rom his life and sacrifice. Then to attend closely to
his burial and resurrection, and distinctly apprehend the
blessings which follow thereon. Then enter spiritually and
particularly on his ascension, and what we gain as his mem«
bers thereby. May the Lord the Spirit, who is the glorifier
of Jesus, glorify bhim afresh in the hearts of his beloved, by
taking of his, and shewing the same unto them. I add my
hearty amen to this. Sobeit, O Lord.

PSALM THE FORTY-EIGHTH.

This is entitled, 4 song Psalm for the sons of Korah.

It is conceived when any of these divine poems are en-
titled a Song Psalm, it is because it was, when sung, begun
with the voice, and the music followed.

[t contains a glorious description of the church of Christ
in Judea. 1t is called the city of God; the mountain of his
holiness; its situation is described ; the presence of God in
it—his defence of it; the assembly and combination of
kings against it; the consternation they were in, and dis-
comfitare is expressed; the joy ol saints on this occasion,
It seems to refer to that wonderful deliverance the Lord
wrought for his people, in the reign of Jehoshapbat king of
Judair, recorded 2 Chron. chap. xx. An acknowledgement
is made by Zion and the daughters of Judah for what God
had wrought. An invitation is given to take a full view of
tire church, of her towers and bulwarks, to consider her
ralaces, and to speak out the same, and record it for the
benefit of the generation following. Then the whole is con-
ciuded of God’s immutability in his grace and proicetion of
his church.

V. 1. A4 sonz Psalm for the sons of Korah. Great s ihe
Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the
mountain of his holinzss.

Churist 15 the glory of his chureh. Al her glory is in
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him ; all her glory came from him. Her being, life, light,
is in him alone; her very existence is in him, and from
him; she is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in
all ; he is the head of the church, and he is the Saviour of
it. She is called by his name; she is clothed in his robe of
everlasting righteousness j she is pure in his blood ; she is
one with him ; she is complete in himn ; she is his peculiar
care. He hath wrought marvellous deliverances for her;
he had in some special way and manner appeared for her,
and she, as full of it, expresses her gratitude to him for it.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praisedin the city of our
God, in the mountain of his holiness. The temple of the
Lord was the symbol and memorial, outwardly and visibly,
of the grace of the Holy ones in Christ, to the beloved of
God. It was the seat of worship. Here were the ordi-
nances of Worship. Jerusalem is called the city of God,
the holy city, the city of our God, on this very account.
The mountain on which the temple stood, is styled the
mountain of God’s holiness, because here he was worshiped.
Here the greatness of Jehovah the Saviour was most so-
lemuly proclaimed ; the greatness of his salvation set forth §
and here he was greatly praised by his saints for his love to
them. They as more enlightened into the knowledge of
him, and his transcendent worth, found fresh matter to ins
crease his praise. It did them good to be beholding him;
in the instituted types, and memorials of him. Therefore
to them, nothing was comparable to worshipping him in the
mountain of his holiness. They could not but style Jerusa-
lem the city of our God, because of its being so near the
instituted place of worship.

V. 2. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is
mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great
King.

Jérusalem and Zion were two distinct cities, just as
London and Westminster are. 1t is generally considered
Zion, which is ealled the city of David,was on the north of
Jerusalem.  Reland by a variety of arguments proves it was
on the south of it. 'The authors of The Universal Iistory
think the south part of Jerusalem stood on mount Zion, and
that the king’s palace stood on the north side ot it, and the
temple on mount Moriabh, to the north-eastof it.  As mount
Moriah was at the end of it, it was sometimes called Zion,
and even the temple and its courts are so called, Psalm
Ixv. ver. 1, and Psalm Ixxxiv. ver. 7, and the wurshippers
at the temple, if not the whole inhabitants of Jerusalem,.
arc called Zion, Psalm xcvii. ver. 8. Zion or the temple
was the perfection of beauty. [t was beautiful for situation ;
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it was the joy of all the true Israel of God; it was the
lory of the Jewish nation; it was the city of the great
ing. As the saints were led more and more, by the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, into the mysteries of grace, ex-
pressed and set before them in it, and every part of its
sacred furniture, worship, ordinances, and festivals, so their
Hearts and affections were drawn out to admire the same.

V. 8. Godis known in her palaces for a refuge.

The whole temple was a palace. It was extremely mage
nificent and grand. Here Jehovah as king of Israel dweﬁ,
in the symbols of his presence. It might be called palaces,
to distinguish the holy, and the most holy. Here, between
the cherubim of glory, Christ the Lord took up his abode,
and dwelt in a glorious visible cloud. And to shew his
divine sovereignty as their king, he thus addressed them by
the prophet Isaiah, Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel,
and his redeeiner the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am
the last; and beside me there is no God, chap. xliv. ver. 6.
God was known in his church, and by his saints at Zion
and Jerusalem, a refuge. IHe was a refuge unto them.
They bad proof of this, over and over. He was known in
her palaces for a refuge. They bad always their enemies,
and he was always their defénce. A proof of this is given,
and it i3 recited in the four following verses.

V. 4. Fory, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by
together.

his seems to refer to what took place in the days of
Jehoshaphat, when a great multitude of Edomites, Ishmae-
lites, Moabites, Ammonites, Amalekites, Philistines, and
others, formed a league against him, entered into Judea,
and advanced to Hazazon-tamar, which is Engedi, a place
about 38 miles south-east of Jerusalem. This pat Jehosha-
phat on proclaiming a fast throughout all Judah. Although
the enemy were so near, yet the fast is solemnly kept.
Prayer is offered. The Lord heard it, and returns a gra-
cious answer, which contained a promise of deliverance,
on which Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the
ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell
before the Lord, and worshipped the Lord.

V. 5. They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled,
ond hasted away.

These assembled kings saw, and found God was the se-
curity of his people. For, to their surprize, they hear a most
melodious sound. On looking, what do thcy see, but the
king of Judah at the head of his army, and persons singing

VoL, 1, 29
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the praizes of Jehovah, saying in responses, Praise the
Jord, for his mercy endureth for ever. At which time the
Lord set ambushinents against the children of Moab, Am.
mon, and mount Seir, and they were smitten,

V. 6. Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a
woman in travail.

These enemies of Christ, and of his people, were struck
with a freuzy. They murder one another. And first the
Edomites, who, it may be, had a principal hand in forming
this alliance, with a design to root out the people of God
from the land of Jadea, were destroyed. The children of
Ammon and Moab stood up against Mount Seir; and when
they had made an cnd of the inhabitants of Seir, every oné
helped to destroy one another. And when Judah came to-
ward the walch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the
multitude, and, behold, they were dead budies fallen to the
earth, and none escaped. ‘I'his was mast astonisbing, both
as it respected God’s wrath against the enemies of his
churcli, and his dcliverance wrought on the behalf of his
saints. It might well be said on this occasion, as itis in
the next words:

V. 7. Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east
wind.

For this vast host were all destroyed, and slain, withont
the men of Juduh strctching out an haud against them.
Jehoshaphat and his people, had no occasion to fight. They
had nothing to do but gather the spoil. This took them
up three days; the fourth day, they vbserved as a day of
solemn thanksgiving to God, in the valley, called trom
what had tuken place, the valley of Berachah, or Blessing.
1 refer the reader for all this, to the twentieth chapter of
the 2d book of Chronicles. I consider that event, and this
Psalm so suited: none will be angry at such an application,
ofit. 'The cnemies were as finally crushed, and destroyed,
and the hand of the Lord was so evidently to be seen in i,
that it must Le wholly aseribed unto him. It was done.
Thon breakest the skips of Larshish with an east wind. This
constitutes a note of great empliasis, in this song of praise.

V. 8. dswe have heard, so have we scen in the city of the
Lord of hosts, in the city of our Gud: God will establish it
Jur cver. Selah, . )

L will just add, the day of thanksgiving for the victory
beiug finished in the valley of blessing . Y%en they returned
c:‘r,'ryu man of Judah and Jeruselem, and Jehoshaphat in the
Jure front of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy : for the
Lovd had mude thein Lo rejoice over their enemies, ver.27. |
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would ask, where could they find any divine hymn in sacred
writ, more suited to them than this before us? Do not
the history and the Psalm most wonderfully agree? most
assuredly they do. As the saints in Zion had heard of the
Lord’s being the defence of his church, the ornament of his
church, her glory, her beauty, her refuge, her protector, so
they bad seen all this realized. In the city of the Lord of
hosts they had praised him for it; in the city of our God,
they had offered up their thanksgivings for it; they are
firmly persuaded he will establish his church for ever; to
whicf; they all here set their seal; Amen, say they, which is
the word Selah. Christ is the amen. He seals the whole
truth of revelation ; he ratifies every truth; he seals the
whole and every part of the everlasting covenant with his
own authority ; he fulfils every promise of it to his people;
he establishes his church on himself, who is the truth, and
he will secure und establish his people in the knowledge and
belief of his gospel, that the gates of hell shall not prevail
against them. e will establish it for ever. Selah. So that
no weapon formed against it shall prosper.

V. 9. We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in
the midst of thy temple.

This is the very proper subject for thought to be exer-
cised on, in our worshipping the Lord. Christ is our temple,
He is the true sanctuary which the Lord hath pitched, and
not man. [t is by him we draw nigh unto God ; itis in
him we worship God. True spiritual worship consists in
the exercise of our spiritual minds on the love of God in
Christ Jesus to us; of the first act of God’s love toward
us. This was his choosing us in Christ. God did not love
us because he chose us in Christ; but God loved us, and
therefore he chose us in Christ, that we might be members
in him, he being constituted to be our head. Now itisa
very great act of true worship, to have our minds engaged
and exercised on God’s love to us, in Christ; on a? the
oings of it, in Christ, towards us. To view our persons
hrist, before all time, shining then in the sight of our
heavenly Father, in the person of the God-man, as we shall
in heaven to all eternity; it is herein true worship consists.
So likewise in supernatural apprchensions of Christ, in his
person, and salvation. It is true worship, when we Jook
unto him; so it is likewise in every act of faith which we
exercise on him, under the influence of the Lord the Spirit.
It is as the Holy Ghost reveals Christ to us, and sheds the
love of God abroad in our hearts, we have real communion
with the Father and the Son. We have thought of thy lvving-

26 ¢
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kindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. It is most
blessed employment ; it is heaven on earth ; indeed it is.

V. 10. According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto
[the world’s end, or unto] the ends of the earth: thy right
hand s full of righteousness.

The name of the Lord is as a strong tower to his church,
the righteous run into it and ave safe. The Lord doeth
what he doth for his people, for his great name’s sake. Ac-
cording to the display of himself on the behalf of his church,
so is his praise unto the ends of the earth. He said by
Moses to Pharaoh, And trn very deed for this cause have 1
raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name
may be declared throughout all the earth. ‘The prophet [saiah
says, Jehovah led his people by the right hand of Moses with
his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make
himself an everlasting name. It was according to his name,
as the wonderful, and wonder-working God, he wrought the
deliverance for his church and people, of which an account
hath been given in the past explanation of several verses of
the Psalia before us.  And his praise for it hath spread and
diffuscd the eclebration of his name far and wide. It is ex-
pressly said in the chapter which I have before referred the
reader unto, And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms
nf those countries, when they had keard that the Lord fought
against the enemies of Isracl, So the realm of Jehoshaphat
was quiet, for his God gave him rest round about, ver. 29, S0,
The righteousuess, or faithfulness of God, was most evi-
dently displaycd, as well as his power, in what he had done,
in the destruction of the cnemies of his people; and the
church, as the mouth for all the Lord’s people, in that age,
and oun that occasion, says, in an act of worship and thank-
fulness to him for it, According to thy name, O God, so is thy
praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right kand is full of
righteousness. Thy right hand, which hath been stretched
forth against the enemy, and by which thou hast appeared
most gloriously on the behalf of thy church, is full of righ-
teousness. There hath becn, there is in the whole dispensa-
tion, the most perfect equity.

V. 11. Let mount Zion rejoice: let the daughters of Judak
be glad, because of thy judgments.

‘i church here addresseth herself to all her members.
They were equally interested in this great deliverance. - She
\mufd have them properly affected with it. They conld not
better express themselves than by their joy and rejoicing ia
the Lord. She would have them glad in the Lord ; she
would have them consider the Lord’s judgments which he
had exccuted on his and their enemies. None of us cun
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have our hearts properly affected in the Lord's worship, be
it prayer or praise, but as we receive into our minds what
we pray for, or what we give thanks for. It is a right un-
derstanding of our mercies, which helps us to be grateful
for them; it is a true knowledge of what is contained in
the deliverances which the Lord hath wrought for his
church, which alone can be a motive with us, to bless and
praise his great and glorious name as the Lord our God. A
view of every mercy, every deliverance bestowed and exer-
cised on us, and wrought on our behalf; as the Lord our
God conveys such an idea and sense of them into our
minds, our rejoicing and gladuoess in the Lord are increased.

V. 12. Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the
towers thereof. :

The church of God is impregnable. She is properly sup-
plied with the bread of life, and with the water of life. Her
towers are strong ; they are properly furnished and well for-
tified. Her Lord is in the midst of her; he is a wall of fire
round about her. The church is so fixed on Christ, that
unless he were to fail she cannot.  He is her strength. The
saints well secured in. Christ, will outlive, and survive
every storm and attempt against her. Persecution iself
hath been the very means of” increasing and strengthening
the church of the living God. The daughters of Zion and
Judah are requested 1o walk about Zion, and go round about
ker, and tell the towers thercof., 1t would be a means of
strengthening aund increasing their confideuce in the Lord,
as they would find cvery thing firm and secure, in every
part, and throughout the whole. There would be found an
all-sufliciency, but no deficiency, which could not but give
‘them matter for increasing joy and gladuness.

V. 13. Mark ye well her bulwarks, [Set your hearts to her
Sulwarks; so it 1s in the margin] consider her palaces: that
ye may tell it to the generation following.

Chirist’s everlasting arms are the bulwarks of his church,
He surrounds his people in them; he also lays them under-
neath, to bear them up. Let saints consider this. Let
them set their hearts upon this, as containing matter for
strong cousolation unto them. Let them consider the holy
und most holy place. What of Christ was in them ; what
representations of whathe was to be to them on earth, were
set forth in the holy place, and what he was to do for them,
and be unto them in heaven. He was to be to them here,
their perpetual light—their living bread—their all-power-
full intercessor. He was to be to them in heaven, their
Lord of glory. They were 10 see him face to face; to feed
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on him by sight and sense for ever. This was suggested to
Old Testament saints by the ark of the covenant in the
Holiest of All, and by the golden pot of manna which was
there deposited. The daughters of Zion and Jerusalem are
called upon to declure all this—to teil it to the generation
following. The reason for wbich is given in the next words.

V. 14. For this God is our Gud for ever and ever : he will
be our guide even unto death.

The church would have all contained in the former verses
attended closely unto; she would have Christ the foundation,
and his people built upon him, surveyed ; she would have
his being the security, the glory, the strength, the life and
perfection of his people apprehended, closely surveyed, very
minutely noticed, aud the whole told and spoken cut to the
gencration following, as they would, as saints, have the same
interest in the same great Lord.  Tor this God is our God
for ever and ever; his love is everlasting; his merey is from
generation to gencration; his salvation is immutable; his
righteousness cternal ; his pardon irrevocable; his word the
same ; he s their God, and he is our God; let it, thercfore,
be recorded by us, that it may be declared uuto them. We
have received the true knowledge of him into our minds
from the word, and by the Spirit; we are partakers of
Lhrist, and have communion with him in the blessings and
benefits of his great salvation.  Ile is our God ; he is the
God of all his saints; he will never leave us nor forsake us ;
his heart towards us isimmutable ; he cannot love us beyond
what he doth, no, notin heaven to eternity.  This God
is our Ged for ever and ever: he will be our guide all throug
the journey of life; he will bring us to the article of death;
he will cause it and us to mceet as good friends ; he will sus-
tain our faith ; he will dismiss us by death from our bodies;
he will be our guide over death, and also beyond it; for he,
on receiving us into his kingdom of glory, will present us
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. And
the apostle tells us, The Laml which is in the midst of the
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living foun-
tains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes, Rev. vii. 17. Thus Christ will be our guide m heaven.
May it be given us to mix faith with God’s truth, that we may
grow thercby. 'The Lord help us to rest our present, future,
and everlasting all with Christ. Awmen.
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PSALM THE FORTY-NINTII.

To the Chief” Musician, A Psalm for the Sons of Korah:
This is its title.

This Psalin is addressed to the sons of miserable men.
Christ is the speaker in it. A passage is quoted from it, and
applied by the evangelist Matthew to our Lord. Al these
things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and with-
out a parable spake he not unto them. That it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet ; I will open my
mouth in parables; 1 will utter things which have been kept
secret from the foundation of the world. Matt. xiii. 34, 85.
The words are contained in the third verse of this Psalm: [
will incline mine ear to a parable, I will open my dark (or cui-
ting) saying upon the harp. The great conqueror of sin and
death speaks of bis victory over these encmies as the seed
of the woman, who was to bruise the serpent’s head at the
very instant when he should bruise his heel.  The total im-
possibility of any of the sons { men to redeemn themselves
or others is most clearly stated. Gae most beautifully ex-
presses himself upon it thus : Let those who confide in their
great wealth boast themselves : no man can redeem another, he
cannot malke his own atonement to the Alchim, (for the redemp-
tion of their life is dear, and fuils for ever), so that he should
lrve again to cternity, should not see corruption, Dut the Ale-
him will redeem wmy life from the power of the grave. Thus he
makes Christ to be the speaker, as he most undoubtedly is
throughout the whole of it. Christ expresses his faith in his
own resurrection in these words, Bul God will redeem my
soul from the power of the grave, ver. 15. The Psalm con-
cludes with solemn advice not to be carried away with too
much admiration at worldly prosperity, asserting that nzan
that is invested with it, and countinueth not long to enjoy it,
is at death, as it respects the state of his body in the grave,
like the beasts whicl perish.  This seripture is a Psalm,
which differs from a Song Psalin, as some say, because the
musick played first, and was the guide to direct and infig-
ence the voice in the singing it.

V. 1. Qo the Chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons. of
Korah. Hear this, all yc people ; give ear, all ye inhabitants
of the world,

Christ is here in a very solemn manner addressing himself
to people of all sorts, ranks, and conditions, on the wost im-
portant of all subjects. He calls for their attention, What
he speaks is of universal consequence. Such as hear his
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voice live for ever; such as do not, perish everlastingly,
Hear this, all ye people. Thus our Lord calls for their atten-
tion. Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world ; which islike
him, when in the days of his flesh he used to say, He that
hath ears to hear let him hear; for faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.

V. 2. Both low and kigh, rich and poor, together.

All this belongs most undoubtedly to the Jews in our
Lord’s time, in a very particular manner. Whilst no scrip-
tare is of any private interpretation, yet I think every part
of it should, in the first place, be explained as suited to the
persons to whom it was first delivered. 1 conceive this be-
fore us might well be styled our Lord’s sermon to the Jews,
containing many propletic hints of what would befall some
of the ccelesiastical and political rulers of that peopie.  As
this could not take place, hut all sorts, both low and high,
rich and poor, must feel the efiects of it, therefore all
sorts are spoken unto; and it was to some of all sorts, both
low and high, and rich and poor together, our most precious
Lord preached unto in the days of his flesh.  Aud his word
was with power: it never returned void, whether it was the
savour of life unto life, or of death uuto death—1t remains
the same to this very day—Itis a living word—It abideth for
ever ; as by it every man’s state is settled, and by itall are to
be judged at the last day.

V. 8. My mouth shall speal: of wisdom ; and the meditation
of my heart shall be of understanding.

Christ is wisdom himself. 1le is the fountain and essence
of it. 1n him are hid o1l the treasurcs of wisdoin and know-
ledge. He spuke in wisdom—lle spake of wisdom—Of the
wisdom of Gad in a mystery —Of the everlasting acts, coun-
cils, purposes, and decrees of his divine Father concern-
ing himself; in appointing, giving, and sending him to be
the Saviour of poor, undone, lost, guilty, and ruined men.
His heart was always engaged in meditations on this won-
derful subject. To set the plan of salvation before such as he
preached to, and to accomplish the same, was the one object
and subject of his mind. It was his wmeat and drink. He
always dwelt upon the most inportant subjects. He always
delivered them with grace and majesty ; so that it was said,
Never man spake like this man. lie here says to his auditors,
My mouth shall speak of wisdom. This was to be expected
froin him, and it here comes in very suitably to excite and
quicken the attention of those he liere addresses. To which
he adds, dnd the meditation of my keart shall be of under-
standing ; which is very expressive of the greatness of our
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Lord’s human mind. All the while he was speaking, the
thoughts of his heart would be so engaged in meditating on
the subject, that he would be receiving fresh ideas of the
same, so that his understanding of the subjects delivered by
him would be more and more manifest.

V. 4. Iwill incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my
dark saying upon the harp.

Our divine Lord spake in parables to the multitude in the
days of his flesh, As this Psalm is a prophecy, it may be de-
signed to foretel this. It, as managed by hun, was a most
striking way to catch the ear, and gain the attention. IHe
delivercd the parable of the sower and his seed: that con-
cerning the tares: the parable concerning the leaven : the
mustard seed : the merchant man: the treasure hid in a field:
the drag net, in one day. It seems to have been one of the
busiest days of our Lord’s life. It is recorded in Matt. xiii.
I will incl.ne mine ear to a parable, The reason for which
Jesus himself gives : Therefore speak I to them in parables :
because they seeing, sec not: and hearing they hear not, neither
do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of
Lsaias, &e. Matt. xiii. 18, 14. I will open my dark saying
upon the harp. Mr. Romaine, on these words, said, it should
be cutting saying ; for, said he, there is no dark sayings in ail
the Bible. Christ’s words are cutting, piercing, penetrating.
He says, He hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, [saiah
xlix. 2. The apostle, speaking of the vision which he had ot
Christ, says, Qut of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.
Rev. i. 16. And again, Qut of his mouth went a sharp sword,
that with it he shonld smite the nations, Rev. xix. 15. Christ’s
word, like a sword with two edges, cuts cvery way. With onc
edge of it, the sinner is cut off from all dependence on him-
self, and fixed on Christ, his hope, for everlasting life. With
the other edge, a sinner is cut off in his sins, and where
Christ is he cannot come. Itmay be, the expressions before
us intimate also, that in the temple service, in the use of this
Psalm, they wouid have a solemn declaration of Christ
made unto them.

V. 5. Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the
iniquily of my heels shall compass me about ?

fere the grand subject contained in this Psalm begins.
The four past verses are but the introduction to it, an:d the
great and glorious Mediator speaks for himself.  All was
made known to him, all was before him; all was revealed
unto him, concerning the days of cvil which would befall him
in his incarnate state.  Ile here asks a question, JFlerefore

should I fear in the duys of evil,wwhen the iniquity of my heels
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shall compass me about? Which implics he knew the days of
cvil would come on him; that he should be compassed about
with iniquity ; that it would be the iniquity of his heels;
that he had no cause to fear, as it was certain to himself he
should come off invincible, and be an everlasting conqueror.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, in his incarnate state, had the expe-
rience of ull sorts of sorrow and grief. Hence he is styled,
a man of sorrows, and acqum'ntet? with grief. The prophet
saith, He hath borne our gricfs, and carried our sorrows. He
was wounded for our transgressions, "he was bruised for our ini-

uities. He knew what it was to be temspted by the devil
orty days and forty nights. These must have been days of
evil, to him whosc mind was purity and boliness in its utter-
most periection. He knew what it was to be despised and
rejected of men, and these were days of evil to him. Ilcknew
what it was to be made sin. He knew what it was to be
made acurse. Surely these might bestyled days of evil. Our
Lord, in the words before us, speaks as the great prophet
over the house of God. He was not in his incarnate state,
vet he speaks of what would befall him in that state.  If it
be asked, Why do you apy:ly this passage to Christ? The
reply is, because it so evidently belongs to him.  Leok into
the third chapter of Genesisy iu which Christ is firstrevealed
as a Saviour, and read these words : And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and bctween thy sced and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt “bruise his heel,
ver. 15. Were not the iniquity of Christ’s members the ini-

aitics of his heels? Did they not compass him about? Was
he not thic surcty 2 As such, did not the Father cause all
the iniquity of the clect to meet on bim?  Was it not days
of evil, when Christ was numbered with the transgressors,
and was imputatively and reprezentatively the sinner in his
Tather's view, as the surety ot all his members? None who
know the gospel will deny this. Then here we have this
Jesus, shewing him:elf in this scriptere before us.  He here
speaks. It is the language of triumph. He speaks. His
church might well be all attention. Ii’/zer?bre should I fear
in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass
me about? The humanity of Messiah, together with the
rmrcmbers of Christ, were lis heel and heels. He was to be
besct by Satan.  He was to bruise his heel, whilst at the
same instant Christ was to bruise his head. llereby he was
in his own person to obtain an everlasting trinmph over him.
Chirist’s person, obedience, sufferings, and victory over Satan,
deaih, and damnation, cemprehends our whole salvation.
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They who reject him must perish everlastingly. It is this is
the subject of what follows.

V. 6. They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves
in the muliitude of their viches.

This, with what follows, is very expressive of the Jewish
rulers, who rejected Christ—who renounced his atonement
—who derided his gospel. They trusted in their wealth.
They esteemed their own traditions. They valued them
above the revelution God had given concerning the Messiah
in the books of the prophets. Their high offices filled them
with pride. They boasted of their wealth and great learn-
ing. Are we, say they, blind? No. The common people,
who knoweth not the law, are cursed; and yet, what of all
this? They must stand before the holy Lord God. They
were under the sentence of death. They could not deliver
themselves from it. Qur Lord reads a solemn lecture on
this.

V. 7. None of them can by any means redeem his brother,
nor give to God a ransom for him.

No: riches profit not in the day of wrath: it is the
righteousness of Christ alone, known and believed in, which -
can deliver from the fcars of death aud dying, and which
only can deliver from death eternal. No man can re-
deem his brother’s body from the grave, and his soud from
hell. None of all tiie sons of men can give to God a ransom
for himself : itis beyond all creature capacity and ability to
do this. Thus the Lord Jesus sct before the Old 'Testament
church the tremendous evil the unbelieving Jews and mul-
titude would fall into, who sheuld renounce him and his
great redemption.  This is more fully expressed in the next
words, which are included in a pareathests,

V.8. (For the redemption of thcir soul is precious, and it
ceaseth for ever.)

Chiist is the only redeemer.  His redemption is cternal ;
his person is precious; his blocd is precious; his atone-
ment is all-sufiicient ; it is everlastingly efiicucious and di-
vine 3 it ceaseth it was compicted Ly his ore ofiviisg ol
Limself; there remains no more oftoricy forsin, "This truth,
as it comes in here, expressceth the staie of the rulers and
great ones among the Jews, who trusted wl! oo their own
legal scrvices and false ideas of the Messiah, wheiehy they
rejected the true Christ of God.,  Nowe of them, with all
their professed sanetity, with all their devotions and wortifi-
cations, with all their zcal for cutward forms and nituals,
could make an atonement for thir seuis. They could not
wike their own atoncment to God. Noj not were it pos-
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sible for them to rise from the grave, and to live to
eternity.

V.9. That ke skould still live for ever, and not see corruption.

This is a very strong expression on this subject. It 1s im-
possible to exceed it. Were we to receive the same into our
minds, it would, in the hand of the Lord the Spirit, be a
means of killing us to all hope and expectation in and from
oursclves. We are all sinners by the fall, and from our very
conception and birth. We can never discharge our minds
from our own personal guilt and defilement. We can never
abolish sin out of our natures. We cannot undo one sinful
‘act we have committed to eternity.  "T'he true knowledge of
this makes way for us to receive the atonement of Christ.
It is by the holiness, rightecousness, and sacrifice of Christ
alone, imputed by God the Father unto us, we can stand be-
fore him now and evermore, without all spot of sin, and be
justified from all things. It was not the Jewish senute boast-
ing of their wealth—it was not their trusting in the wmulti-
tude of the riches they were possessed of, could help them
to redeem others or themscelves from the sentence of death,
They conld do nothing whereby it might be repealed, much
less could they satisfy the justice of God for their own per-
sonal sins. Liwas everlastingly out of their power to redeem
their souls aud bodics out of the hands of faw and justice. I
conceive, what our Lord delivers in the 16th caapter of
Luke’s gospel, concerning the rich man and Lazarus, rightly
opencd, would unfold this part of the Psalm most clearly,
By thc rich man (L am not alone in it) is to be understood
the Jewish priests and high priest, and the grand senate of
that nation ; of whow it might be said, they were clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day.
Christ was the Lazarus whom they despised. At his death,
and on his ascension, he was carried by the angels into
Ahraham’s bosom, or into heaven, The Jewish state lan-
guishing, and they having rejected the true Messiah, the
vainly expected another,  Being quite rejected of the Lord
for this, and iv an hepeless and tremendous state, they vainly
apply 1o father Abrabam for help and succour. He gives
tiem this reply, i they did not believe Jesus of Nazareth
was the troe Messiah, who was so fully declared and testified
<f in the prophets ; neither would they be persuaded, though
cne rose from the dead. This is the substance of it; yet, if
the rcader wishes to see the whole clucidated, let him read
Dr. Gill on the 16th chapter of Luke, from the 19th verse
1o the end of it. The Doctor will give him ar account from
what author he received thesce ideas of it: it most certainly
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is congenial to what is contained in this Psalm, and may
serve to reflect light on it.

V. 10. For he sceth that wise men die, likewise the fool and
the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others.

The Jewish state and its ecclesiastical worship died at
Messiah’s death. The nation then, as to the glory, wealth,
and magnificency of it, gave up the ghost. Yet this was not
presently perceived. Their wise men died in the rejection of
Christ; so did the foolish and brutish of the people. They
left all behind them. Their false apprehensions of Messiah,
whose very name they would have cast out with contempt,
and their successors disesteem him with the same detestation
which they had done.

V. 11, Their inward thought is, that their houses shall con-
tinue for ecer, and their dwelling places to all generations;
they call their lands after their own names.

All which they bad ro warrant of. Daniel, who foretold
the precise time of Messiah’s coming, had declared the
Romans should come and destroy the city and sanctuoary.
So had the prophet Joel—so had Christ himself ; yet they
pay no respect to it. They think no evil will come on them
or theirs, for putting Christ todeath. They thiok their houses
will continue for a long season, from onc age to another.
They conceive their dwelling places and estates are so dura-
ble, as to remain to all generations.  As a proof of it, they
affix their own names to their dwellings.  Not but that it is
very descriptive of carnal and earthly-minded minds, and
may be used, preached frem, and applied unto them. But [
interpret the words as [ have done, as concciving it is more
expressive of the genuine meaning.

V. 12, Newertheless man being in honout abideth not : ke is
like the beasts that perish.

He must die. He must be divested of all his honour. Tt
will not alway abide with him. His body and soul must be
separated by the violence of death. ln the article of death,
all his thoughts concerning riches, honour, naune, and fame,
will for ever perish; and as 1o lis body, it, like the beasts,
must perish.  This is according to the sentence, Dust thuu
art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

V.18, This their way ii their folly: yet their posterily
approve their sayings, Selalk. .

It is the very extremity of folly to conceive riches and
wealth will do any thing for us, when God taketh away the
soul. 1t is egregious folly to conceive our names will ve
perpetuated with hovour and applause, down to the end of
time. Yet all natural 1en are alike. Such as are gone out
of time are approyed by suel: as sneceed then, and posess




