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their wealth. Their earthly sayings are repeated, as though
no wisdom were to be compared with it. Yet abundance of
this is but self-flattery. The prophet sets a note to this, wish-
ing it might be attended to. Selah. Mark this well ; think
it over. You cannot save your souls. You cannotsave your-
selves from death. What you leave behind is all of an earthy
nature. There is nothing durable in it; no, there is not.

V. 14. Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall

JSeed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them
in the morning ; and their beauty shall consume in the grare
from their dwelling.

These are very mortifying and self-debasing subjects.
Death is the last act upon us, and this fits us for the grave,
which is the pit of corruption, where the body is to remain,
and be reduaced to its first principles. The enemies of Christ
among the Jews, the man of wealth, of riches, the wise man,
the strong man, the foolish man, the brutish man, all died :
they have all been laid in thegrave. Such as conceived their
houses would have continued for ever—that their dwelling-

laces would have remained to all generations, are swept off
by death ; so will all their successors. They are laid in the
grave. Death feeds on them. The grave is an habitation to
every one of them. There they are to remain for a long sea-
son, and the upright shall have dominion over them in thé
morniag of the resurrection ; for the dead in Christ shall rise
tirst. Whilst the bodies of these persons spoken of are in their
graves, their beauty shall consume in the grave from their
dwelling, and the place which once knew them shall know
them again no more for ever.

V. 15. But God will redecm my soul from the power of the
grave: for he shull receive me. Nelah.

These words ure of vast importance. They are spoken by
our most glorious Lord and Saviour, who had at the 5th
verse said, Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when
tite iniquity of mine heels shall compass me about? Heitiswho
here says, But God will redecn: my soul from the power of the
grave: for he shall receive me. He who bad been declaring,
from verse 6 to verse 14 inclusive, the impossibility of maun,
of any man’s redemption, by any thing he was possessed of,
or by any thing he could do or perform—Ile who have ex-
pressed and spoke out all which the sous of men boast of or
value themseives upon—He who had viewed them in their
graves, luid there as so many rotten carcasses, and expressed
how their beauty, their decays, their names are blotted out,
and that even at the resurrection morn the saints of God will
have dominion; as these sons of God will be the children
of the resurrection—He it is, who before his incarna.
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tion, and having expressed himself in this prophecy on his
own atonement, here expresses his faith concerning the re-
surrection of his own body from the grave and power of
death. But God will redeem my soul from the power of the
grave : he will raise me up ; 1 shall live in his sight. He will
hereby prove the virtue of my blood, the efficacy of my
death, his full and everlasting acceptance of it. He will re-
ceive me; he will raise me up, and I shall live in his sight.
To this the word Selah is added, by way of confirmation of
this most important verity. It is somewhat like these words,
pronounced by our Lord to his beloved John : I am he that
liveth, and was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. Rev.i. 18.
This laid a blessed foundation for the saints who lived when
this Psalm was first wrote and pronounced, for their renewed
faith on this great fundamental trath of the everlasting goe-
pel, in the revelation of it which they were favoured with,
the resurrection of the Messiah from death to life immortal.

V. 16. Benot thou afraid when one is made rick, when the
glory of his house is increased.

As the Lord’s beloved ones are to build their hopes on
Christ alone, he being the object thereof, and his resurrec.
tion from the dead, and his living in heaven, in our nature,
as our Lord, Head, and Saviour ; so the following verses,
with which the Psalm concludes, are so many motives to en-
dure to this. Worldly power is not to be confided in;
worldly prosperity is fieeting, and will pass away ; there is
none of it, norany thing init, worth enjoying out of Christ ;
it is only as Clirist is enjoyed in it, we can be & whit the
better for it. Why may not these words, in the first place,
be considered as very suited to the apostles and first mini-
sters of Christ, who left all for their Lord and Master’s sake,
to preach his unsearchable riches to poor gentile sinners ? 1
can see nothing against this : they most assuredly contain i
them a lesson of instruction worthy of Christ to give, and of
his people’s practice throughout all generations. It might
possibly be designed by Christ to lift off the hearts of bis
people, and raise them vp above and beyond all the power
they had in the course of their ministry to contend with, Let
it be viewed by saints as it may, it suggests this, that all the
riches and glory the enemics of Christ may appear to be pos-
sessed of are but momentary. It is not worth looking at,
neither ought the Lord’s people be afraid it will be to their
injury. It willsoon be over wiih sach.

V. 17. For when he dieth ke shall carry nothing away : his
glory shall not descend after him.

No: all ends, as to his enjoyment of his riches and gloyy,
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with his breath, Therefore cease ye from man, whose breath
is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be accounted of? Iv
is too much the cace, many cannot live comfortable if they
are not well thouglit of. Surely this is a vanity, and a sore
evil. Some, who, one would conceive; must have some know-
ledge and communion with Christ, and shouid be waking up
all their present heaven in what they know of him, from the
revelation made of him in the everlasting gospel, yet are too
much taken with the outward splendour of the riches and
](;rly of others. Hence what is contained in this part of the
salm is very necessary for them to consider.

V. 18. Though while he lived he blessed his soul : and men
will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself.

e great difference between saint and sinner lieth in what
he sets his heart upon, and blesseth himself in. The natural
man knoweth of no good, beyond what his senses and appe-
tites can enjoy ; therefore health, wealth, riches, long lite, is
the joy and rejoicing of bis mind. If these are increased,
he blesseth himself in them. He knows no good beyond
them. His whole soul delighteth in them. His words prove
it. A saint hath Christ for his portion—his unsearchable
riches for his treasure —his person for his heaven—his salva-
tion for his enjoyment, and he blesseth himself in Jesns as
the God of truth. He wants no more; he has all he shall
ever nieed, or can in time or eternity possibly desire,in Christ;
and when he lives a life of faith, he gives full proof of it.

V.19. He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they
shall never see light.

The worldly wise man, the man out of Christ, notwith-
standing his name in this present evil world, his wealth, his
riches, the glory of his housc, though he blessed himself in

" his riches, was spoken well of by his posterity, and praised
far his great sagacity by men of the same spirit with him-
self; yet ke shall go to the generation of his fathers, who all
died out of Christ before him, and he by death is gathered
uato them : neither he nor they.shall ever see light; they
will for ever remain under the curse of God.

V. 20. Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is
like the beasts that perish.

To live and die without the saving knowledge of Christ,
is damnation. An unregenerate man in his death is most
miserable. The most contemptible animal in its death is
before him Hc has no subject in his mind, which can keep
up his understanding and memory in another world. No;
therefore such an one in the article of death finds he cannot
live, yet is he afraid to die. The believer, or nan in Christ,
hath "a subject formed in his spiritual intellectual mind,
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which will exercise and keep up i full vigour, his will, affec-
tions, and memory, to all eternity, and that with infinite
delight and satisfaction. May the Lord bless his trath.
Amen.

PSALM THE FIFTIETH.

A Psalm of Asapk. This is its title.

Some think it was thus entitled, because Asaph was the
author of it. Several learned divines thiuk it was so called
because it was committed to him and his posterity to be the
singers thereof, (see ¢ Chron. xxv. 2.) Some say the word

- Asuph signifies Gatherer, and so consider it Ay Psalm of
Christ the Gatherer. It is a very important and magnificent
one. The subject and substance of it is, a solemn appearance
of the Lord Jesus Christ in his church, by his incarnation
and visible presence. Then his coming in power, majesty,
and glory, to avenge himself on his Jewish people. The
equity of his procedure with them is such, that he calls to
the heavens and earth to bear testimony to it. He then gives
a command for the gathering of his saints to him. He then,
by way of open appeal,  declares that the legal institu-
tions which were memorials of him—of his incarnation, life
and offering, were now completely done away, he being the
substance of them all; and the knowledge of him, faith in
him, thaoksgivings to him, and obedience to him, proceed-
ing from a spiritual knowledge of him, were now far more
acceptable than all burnt offerings and sacrifices. A charge
is brought by Christ against the unbelieving Jews, for their
bypocrisy, slander, and contempt of the gospel, and such of
their own natidh as professed it. Then a warning is delivered
to them in the most tremendous words it can be uttered.
And the Psalm closes with most blessed encouragement to
such of the Jews in Judea as were believers in Christ,

V. 1. A4 Psalm of Asaph. The mighty God, even the Lord,
hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun
unto the going down thereof.

This Psalm contains a prophecy. It wasdelivered by Christ.
It concerned the Jewish church, and their state and nation.
This does not set aside the use, benefit, and instruction it is
calculated to convey to us; any more than that because Christ

was promised to the Jews, came of them, and was a Jew, he
shouﬁi not therefore belong to us: we should however keep

every subject in its proper place, on which account I have

delivered myself thus. Our Lord Jesus Christ is here the

speaker. He is The mighty God. He is Jehooah. The mighty
LH

YOL. [.



466

God, eveir the Lord, hath spokcny and culled the world, or earth,
Jrom the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. The
person of Chirist, the glory of Christ, the majesty ot Christ,
exceed all our thoughts. He hath displayed his eternal

ower and godhead, in speaking all things out of nothing
into being. He gave being and existence to the earth—He
sustains 1t—1e 1s Jehovah the most high over all the earth—
He hath spoken and called the carth from the rising of the sun
unto the going down thereof, 1o wait on him—to attend him;
and not an element throughout the whole system of nature
but hath obeyed his voice. The words here secm to imply an
impannelling a jrry to hear what he hath to say concerning
himself, and to his people, and of his enemies.

V. @, Qut of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath
shined.

Mount Zion is the joy of all the earth. The church is the
perfection of beauty : it was so called in ancienttimes. Hence
the question, Is this the perfection of beauty, the joy of the
whole carth? Lamentations ii. 15, 1t is so in the eye of
Christ himself.  He was given to her; he was promised to
lier ; he becaine incarnate, and was born for her; he hath
shone upon her ; he hath shone with her, aud in her, as his
habitation, he hath shined. Out of Zion, the perfection of
beauty, God hath shincd. e did so by his incarnation, and
whilst he tabernacled in our world, as God manifest in the
Slesh. He shone forth in the wilderness of Arabia, when his
church was marching through it several times. Moses gives
one general account of it, saying, God came from Sinai, and
rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount
Parar, and he came with ten thousands of his saints. Deut.
xxxiti. 2. The church reccives all her glory, beauty, and
perfection from Christ. The church, as favoured with the
visible appearance of Christ, expresses herself thus, The
words are hers.  This appears from the next words.

V.3. Our God shall come, and shall not kecp silence: a
Sire shall devour befure him, and it shall be very tempestuous
round about him.

He who had been styled the Mighty God, Jehovah, who
called all things out of nothing into being, who stretched out
the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth ; who had
issued out his royal command for all to attend his majesty,
and hear what he had to say—who had shone out of Zion
the perfection of beauty, as Immanuel, God-man in the
persen of one Christ, is styled by the proghet, in the name of:
the whole church, our God. He says, Qur God shall come,
and shall not keep sitlence. It contains a prophecy concern-
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ing the wrath which would come on the people of the Jews
for their contemptuous neglect of him, and his Messiahship
and sacrifice. This is sct forth in very bold and expressive
imagery, borrowed from his past appearance on mount
Sinai. A fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very
tempestuous round ¢bout him. Whea the Lord came down
to deliver the law, it was attended with storm and whirlwind,
the cloud of glory and fire. A hurricane is the most violent
1mpetuous motion in nature, and it is the wind, or spirit, that
drives the lightning with that rapidity, which may be said
to ride on the wings of the wind. This is here made use of,
to point out the majesty and terror Christ would shine forth
in, and express in exercising his wrath upon his enemies ;
and it is taken from what was displayed on the occasion of
giving thelaw. This is often referred unto in the Psalms, and
other parts of the Sacred Word, it being one of the most
solemn and awfulappearances of the divine Majesty recorded.

V. 4. Ie shall call to the heavens from above, and to the
earth, that he may judge his people.

This is expressive of the equity of the divine procedure
against his enemies, the unbelieving Jews. He would, as it
were, appeal to the heavens and the earth, to the material
and immaterial creation, to saints on carth, to saints in hea-
ven, to the writirigs of the great lawgiver of their nation,
Moses the inan of God—to E‘Iij«k, the restorer of it—to the
writings of the prophets, in his present controversy with
themn ;:—he would appeal to such of his apostles, disciples,
and followers in Judea, concerniag his present dealings with
them. So that in hisjadging, aud in his judgments on them,
his holiness and justice might most clearly be manifested,
when wrath should come upon them to the uttermost.

V.5. Gather my saints together unto me; those that have
made a covenant with me by sacrifice.

These words are Christ’s. They are an address to his
saiats ; to such as were sanctified by the will of God through
the offering up of the body of Christ once; to those who
were perfected by that one offering for cver: all their sins
being thereby removed from their persons, as far as the east
is from the west, and their sins freely end fully forgiven, and
their whole persons, bodies and souls, washed in the blood of
the Lamb. The offering of Christ’s soul for sin, was the one
grand article of the everlasting covenant. On the footing of
it, he was to see ‘his seed, the travail of his soul, and the
pleasure of the Lord was to prosper in his hand. As Christ
hath fulfilled his covenant engagements to his divine Father,
and is the covenant itself, and given for a covenant to the

2HZ
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))eople; so when he is made known unto them, and reyealed
n them, from the Word, and by the Spirit, they then enjoy
the blessings of the everlasting covenant. They being
brought nigh by his blood, are brought to know the ever-
lasting covenant which obtained between God and the Lamb
on their behalf, and feed many a time on the sacred mema-
rials, emblems, and sym bols of it, in the use and ebservance
of the Lord’s Supper. The foundation of all the Old Testa-
ment worship, was laid in the instituted sacrifices. In them
Christ was set before them ; they were led into an acquaint-
ance with God’s covenant by them ; they were said to enter
into God’s covenant in observing them. Thus the words be-
fore us are expressed as most proper for that ceconomy of
the covenant.

V. 6. .And the heavens shall declare kis righteousness: for
God is judge himself. Selak.

his is a positive assertion that heaven and earth, saints
in both worlds, yea all, from the rising to the setting sun,
must confess the righteousness of Christ, in his dealings with
the apostate Jews. It could not be otherwise, for %}od is
Judge himself, and he judgeth righteously. Heis the rock,
his work is perfect : for all his ways are judgment. A Godof
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he. Saints could
not but applaud his just wrath executed on his enemies;
seeing, says the apostle, it is a righteous thing with God to
recompense tribulation to them that trouble you. The words
are spoken by the mighty God, the Lord. He is the judge
of all men ; he was judge himself here; he would have this
noticed ; he therefore sets his own seal to this most impor-
tant truth, Selak, which is 4men. We may well say it is so
here. What hath been uttered is as true as God himself the
ju('ilsl;: is true.
us ends the first part of this solemn Psalm. The second

begins at verse 7, and reaches to verse 12 inclusive. It con-
tains an open appeal and declaration that the legal instity-
tions, which had ieen memorials of him, were so done away,
as that they would cease for ever; be being the substance of
them.

V. 7. Hear, O my people, and I will speak ; O Israel, and
1 will testify against thee : for I am God, even thy God.

Thus Christ addresses his people, both real and nominal,
in Judea, on the subject of the abolition of the ceremonial
sacrifices and services, by means of his most perfect obe-
dience and passion. He expresses himself most affection-
alely. He calls for their attention. He acknowledges them
in the relation they stood in to him. They were his pcople.
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Hear, O my people, dnd 1 will spedk. He expresses his dis-
approbation of the tontimuation of legal teremonies. O Is-
rael, I will testify against thee. It is not acceptable in my
sight, thou shouldest oppose the perfection of my sacrificé,
by (:ontinuiuf such as were but shadows thereof. 1 am God,
gveh thy God ; therefore it is with me to command and en-
force my authority upon thee.

V. 8. I will not reprove thec;for thy sactifices or thy burnt
offerings, to have been continually before me.

This 1s no part of my controversy with thee. I am the
substance of all the sacrifices and burnt offerings. The sa-
crifice of mry person, God-mafi, is the consummation of them:
I am well pleased that temple service, priests, Levites, sacri-
fices, and the whole ritual of worship, should cease and give
way for the observances of my present institutions. I am sa-
tisfied with my own selected followers, that they see clear
these shadows are fled from before me, and will entirely
€ease. My controversy with thee, O Israel, a3 my proféss-
ing people, is, that thou art disposed to keep these up, in
diréct opposition and deéfiance of me, and in so doing art
fénouncing me as the true and only Messiah. Hear me
thérefore further on this subject.

V. 9. I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats
out of thy folds.

No. My sac¢rifice is all-sufficiént. My institutions, as
commemorative of it, are now more plain and simple. Thoy
art delivered from so costly a worship'; from such an into-
lerable barthen. [ require neither bullock nor he-goat to
be offered me: it is of no further use; it is by no means ac-
ceptable. T am the end of the law, both of the moral and
¢eremonial ; it is done away in me; I have finished and comn-
pleted both; I am the end of the law for rightéousness to
every one that believeth.

V.10. For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle
upon a thousand hills,

They are all mine. I have property in them. Iounly called
for what I gave thee. 1 will now make no further demand
on thee. }%earkeu, theréfore, unto me, and attend unto my
pleasure herein. It is not because I know not the multitude
of beasts thou hast, but because it is my will to demand no
more, nor further offerings of them. Be content, therefore,
to submit to my most holy will herein. My saints, who have
received me as their atonement, and feed on me as the very
Paschal Lamb that was sacrificed for them, are content to
do so.

V.11, I know all the fowls of the mountains : and the wild
beasts of the field are mine.
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The whole world is before me. Every creature isin my
view. I know the whole contained in every part of the
globe. The bullocks and he-goats, every beast of the forest,
the cattle upon a thousand hills, all the fowls upon the moun-
tains, with the wild beasts of the field, what of them all?
Can they add any thing to me ! Were they all to be offered,
they are not sufficient for a burnt-offering. They could not
take away sin ; they could not acquit the guilty conscience ;
they could not obtain peace with God; they could not
make reconciliation for Iniquity ; they could not bring in
everlasting righteousness.  Cease therefore from them ; it is
my will you should. It is high treason against my majesty
if you do not.

V.12. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the
world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

Thus Christ proclaims his omniscience, omnipotence, and
sovereignty, over the creatures, and his absolute authority
in his church, and over the whole world, and the fulness
thereof ; and it is all-sufficient to stop the mouth of his
Jewish enemies. [t proves, to a most clear demonstration,
his rejection of the whole Jewish dispensation, sacrifices, and
ceremnonies ajtogether. It is a solemnn item, that the conti-
nuation of the same was ap aflront to his majesty. [t was a
rejection of his sacrifice, of his gospel, of its ordinances. It
also includes and implies they would be visited for this in
most just wrath and severity,

The third part of this Psalm includes an account of what
is acceptable unto him. The true knowledge and acknow-
ledgment of him, faith in him, the offerings of praise to his
divine Majesty, were now far more acceptable than all whole
burnt-offerings and sacrifices. This is expressed in the next
four following verses.

V.13, Will I eat the flesh of bulls,or drink the blood of goats?

The question is put, to inform the Jews, who should live
when the Son of man was revealed, that there would be no-
thing in these legal services to afford any satisfaction to him.
Could they themiselves, with the divine oraclesin their hands
and before them, conceive so grossly? Surely they must be
egregiously foolish, or they must be apostates, it they con-
ceived thus. There needed no imore memorials of Messiah’s
coming, though it was necessary there should be memo-
rials that Messiah was come. It will yield a repast to the
mind of Christ in heaven, to the instant of his second coming
to present to himself, as the one complete offering and righte-
ousness of his people. Their feeding by faith on him, and at
his holy table in remembrance of him, is most truly accept-
able in his sight. lic feeds the minds of his beloved, and
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oiten feasts them in their calling him to remembrance in the
ordinance of breaking bread. ‘But he cannot, he will not,
he doth not feed with the unbelieving Jews now, although
they have no sacrifice. Nor could he, with those in the
days of his flesh, and who also after his ascension into the
highest heavens, and when he had poured out of his Spirit
on his church on the day of Pentecost, rejected him and his
sacrifice, and would maintain the continuation of the Levi-
tical sacrifices, in opposition to him, as the one true and onl
Messiah. He here says to such, Will I eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats? Or, in other words, Think ye
that I will admit of these sacrificial representations of me?
No. I will not; I will it shall all come down. So it now
is. Itisdone. How? By the burning the temple, by the
dispersion of the Jews, by depopulating Judea. The Jews
cannot perform these services out of their own land. This
scripture was, as delivered before our Lord’s incarnation, a
solemn testimonial and warning from God against them ; it
was therefore delivered as a prophecy, which has had its
accomplishment. It is expressive of the controversy betwixt
Christ and the unbelieving Jews in his time, and of his
coming forth in awful majesty and solemn vindictive wrath
against them.

V. 14. Offer unto God thanksgiving ; and pay thy vows unto
the most high.

This is by far more acceptable than the continuation of the
whole of the Jewish ritual. Messiah being come, the love of
God in him, as nanifested in giving and sending him, to ful-
fil all righteousness in his life—in %\is offering his body and
soul in union with his person, asthe sacrifice for sin, the true
knowledge of this is the foundation for every act of spiritual
worship. lmmanuel’s bringing in everlasting righteousness
into heaven itself, appearing in the presence of God for us,
to praise Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, for this, is the
most acceptable worship which can be perforined by saints
either on earth or in heaven. This is far beyond all other
acts of worship which can be performed by saints here
kelow, to thank the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
for the gift of his Son, for his acceptation of him in our
room and stead, and for the testimony which he hath given
of his infinite delight in the obedience of Christ unto death,
even the death of the cross. ltis true gospel worship to
praise our Lord Jesus Christ for his love, for his incarnation,
for his agony and bloody sweat, for his cross and passion ; to
bless him for his finished salvation, for his victories, for his
triumphs, for his conquests, for his obtaining eternal re-
dcmption, for his becoming the author of eternal salvation,
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This isgospel worship. Thus to make our true acknowledge-
meats to him, is to bow before him. This is to pay our vows
to him the Most High, which is what is here in the words be<
fore us called for and required, Offer unto God thanksgiving;
and pay thy vows unio the most high. 1t was due to Messiah
from the whole body of the Jews, whilst none but the elect
amongst them could act thus spiritually towards him ; yeta
true verbal confession of this would have preserved the
Jewish state from its most tremendous overthrow. AsChrist
here gives an account of the worship which would be aecept-
able to him, so he enlarges the same in the next words: -

V. 15. dnd call upon me in the day of trouble: [ will de-
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

Christ is the hope of lsrael. He iz the Saviour in time
of trouble. He encourages them to call on him. He wonld
have them, make trial of him. He says, €all upon me. It is
very expressive of his being very near his beloved. Itis here
very suitably introduced, as at the time this Psalm refers
unto, his, the people whom he loved, would suffer from their
own. countrymen very severe trials and persecutions, and alt
on account of their confession of Christ, that he was the true
Messiab. It was so whilst Christ was in the midst of them.
It was so after his resurrection and ascension into heaven:
They had their days of trouble. It was a day of trouble
peculiar to them, when two of the apostles, Peter and John,
were cast into prison, and examined concerninF the good
deed done to the impotent man ; yet they being let go, went
to their own company, and gave an account of it. They
praying, the place was shaken where they were assembled toge-
ther, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and tfey
spake the word of God with boldness, Acts iii, 31, It was a
day of trouble to saints in the land of Judea, whea all the
apostles at Jerusalem were put into the cominon prison. Yet
the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors and
brought them forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the
temple all the words of this life, Acts v. 19,20. Thus the
Lord wrought deliverance, and fulfilled his promise unto
them, and they could not but glorify him for it. Anda time
of trouble it was indeed, when James the son of Zebedee was
beheaded, and Peter was cast into prison; yet prayer was
made withont ceasing of the church unto Ged for him,
Acts xii. 5. The Lord fulfilled the words before us, Call
upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me. In answer to the prayer of the church, the
Lord delivered Peter, to his own astonishment and theirs
also, as you will sec if you read that chapter. I give these
proofs, and elucidate the words of Christ before us by them ;
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ot as though they did met belong to all the people of God,
but because they are so immediately suited to th€ times the
Psalmist alludes unto. They are asgood to usnowasthey were
then. Christ speaks to us. Here is his command. Itis this:
Call upon me in time of trouble. He adds his promise. It i3
thiss I will deliver thee, and thon shalt glorify me. For hearing
thee, and for delivering thee—they are both great blessings.
For the Lord to hear us in a day of trouble is an inestimable
blessing; for the Lord to deliver us is an additional one.

I come to the fourth part of this Psalm. It begins at
ver. 16, and is continuved to ver, 20 inclusive; and contains
a most awful address to the unbelieving and apostate Jews,
in whieh a charge is brought against them for their hypo-
crisy, sfander, and contempt ot Christ, his gospel, and such
of their own nation- as professed it. ,

V.16, But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do
to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant
in thy mouth ? : .

When Christ was in our world, he lived in an adulterons
and stnful generation. He exclaimed against it as such. The
very sanhedrim was corrupt. The scribes, who transcribed
the scriptures, the lawyers who interpreted them, the Pha-
risees, the devotionalists of that day, were all corrupters of
the plain truth of God’s most holy word, and most especially
where Christ, the Messiah, was more particularly revealed
and spoken of. They would and did put their own corrupt
comments on all these. Our Lord pronounces eight woes
against them in one sermon, pronounced by hin at one time.
It is recorded in the 23d chapter of Mitthew. In the words
before is a prophecy : it concerned them. A question is
asked of them. God the Messiah is the speaker. But unto the
wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my statutes,
or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth? The
question being put, it was for them to answer it. God calls
them wicked. He speaks to them as such. They were so.
They, all of them, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea ex-
cepted, were enemies to Messiah. They all hated Jesus of
Nagareth. His very name was too much for them. They
would by no means admit of confessing him to be what he
really was, the true Messiah ; yet they professed a profound
knowledge of scripture, and a most exact explanation of
the same. Yea, the scribes and Pharisees sat in Moses’
seat, as the only ones who could give a right interpretation
of his writings, of the law, and ofg the prophets. Our Lord
frequently cautioned the people against them in bis day.
God having addressed these as wicked, and put the question
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to them, which includes in it that they were altogether un-

ualified for the office they filled, adds an enumeration of
their crimes, which consisted in hypocrisy, slander, and
contempt of Messiah, his gospel, and those who pro-
fessed it.

V. 17. Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words
behind thee.

Such wicked ones could not therefore be suitable ones to
declare God’s statutes. They were not fit persons to take
God’s covenant in their mouths, and attempt to give an in-
terpretation of it ; yet they did ; they would ; neither would
they admit of any comment but their own. The true revealed
account of Messiah they wil{ully rejected. The clear and
open evidence of it, in Christ’s miracles, they most contemp~
tuously insulted, and altogether despised. Every admonition
and solemn caution Christ himself gave them, they cast be-
hind their backs. They hated his instruction ;. they trampled
on it altogether. Thus the Holy Ghost gave a most exact
description of them hercin this Psalm, long before they had
had a being in this our world. The New Testament account
concerning them is full and clear evidence of the truth of
this. They were the very worst, and most cruel and invete-
rate enemies Messiah had. A further account of them fol-
lows. :

V. 18. When thou sawest a thicf, then thou consentedst with
him, and hast been partaker with adulterers.

A most grievous charge, yet it was a most just one, or the
God of truth bad not brought it against them. They con-
nived at sin; yea, atthe worst of crimes.  They condemned
it in othess, whilst they were most gricvously guilty of the
same themsclves. They were wicked ; they hated instruc-
tion ; they cast off the word of God in its truth and simpli-
city. Thus they increased their sin. They cast God’s word
Lehind their backs. They hated the true and clear knowledge
of the same. Jn their courts of judicature, when a thief was
brought beforc them, they were disposed to connive at his
crime. When the thief Judas Iscariot came to them, and
said, What will ye give me, and I will betray Jesus of Naza-
reth, and he shall bhe sure to full into your hands? they hypo-
crites made no objection to consent and join with this thief
in bis perfidy. They were most of them given to adultery.
They were disposed to connive at it, to extenuate it in others,
to be partial to such. They cared not what they said, or what
others said, let it be ever so false and unjust, when Christ was
on his trial before them. They were all willing to consent
with, and accept the witness of the basest of mcn, be they
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thieves or adulterers, so it might give an opportunity to vilify
and torment Christ. This is charged on them, and fully con-
firmed in the next words.

V.19. Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth
decett.

This was precisely the truth of the case, as it respected the
persons here spoken of, when the Just One, Christ Jesus,
was in their hands. Then their mouths werc opened to speak
evil of bim. Then they gave their mouth up to speak evil ;
vea, to blaspheme him, the holy one of God. Then they
framed their tongue to express deceit indeed! Yea, they en-
. gaged others to speak evil of him. They framed, by a mock

trial and jury, a fit season to exercise the malice of their
minds, in opprobrious words to Christ. By their words they
insulted our Lord to the very uttermost of their malice and
hatred, and contempt of him. It was here prophesied of;
and we read, in the sacred record given by the cvangclists
concerning the passion of Christ, the fulfilment hereof.

V. 20. Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother ; thou

slanderest thine own mother’s son.
Which most awfully and exactly accords with the beha-
viour of the leading men and senate of the Jewish nation
towards our Lord Jesus Christ, especially in his passion.
They sat in judgment on him ; they spake against him ; they
slandered him ; they suborned false witnesses against him ;
ret he was their brother, so that their cruelty was the greater.
}‘(e was their own mother’s Son, which was an aggravation of
their guilt. Christ was by birth a Jew : he was 1n this sense
their brother, yet they slandered him. They despised him
with their whole bearts, and with their whole souls, becausc
he said, He was the Christ the son of the blessed. He was a
member of the same national church with them, in which
sense he mjght be styled their own mother’s Son. He obscrved
oll the ordinances thereof, proving himself thereby a true
- Son, and member of the Jewish Church., Yet they cannot,
they will not own him. They will not; no, they will not be
reconciled to him. They went so far in theirslandering him,
that they could go no further. They utterly contemned him;
so they did his followers also. They hated them for his sake.
They hated his gospel, and all who believed it, and in him,
as the great and grand subject of it. They said of'such, This
people who knoweth not the law, are cursed. 'These charges,
from the 1Gth to the close of this verse, brought against the
Jewish nation and people, for their hypocrisy, slander, and
contempt of Cuarist, his gospel, his followers, and of him in
his passion, are recited to shew, what judgments would un-



476

avoidably befal them, if they died in their sins. To prevent
this, if possible, in some of those who might lay these things
to heart, and call on the name of the Lord, and be saved
from the wrath which would come on that nation for these
sins, this was before recorded. Thus the whole charge aud
evidence which the Mighty God, the Lord, had expressed
and exhibited against them, here ends.

The fifth part of this Psalm begins with the mext verse,
and concludes it. In which a warning is delivercd i the
most tremendous words it can be expressed. And the Psalmi
closes with most blessed encouragement to such in Judea as
were believers in Christ Jesas.

V.21, These things hast thou done, and I kept silence ;
thou thoughtest that [ was alfogether such an one as thyself:
but I mifl reprove thee, and set them in order before thine
eyes. _

God’s judgments may be slow, but they are always sure.
He had brought his charges in the former veérses; now he
denounceth gis threatemings, and this before he executeth
his wrath. The Jews, for slandering Messiah, who is styled
their own mother’s Son, and their Brother as such, are most
Justly obnoxious to divine wrath. Many solemn warnings
were given them concerning this. In the Old Testantent,
which was the whole Bible in their day, by Christ himself,
who from time to time, in his parables, sermons, and pro-
phecies, gave them items of it, yet these judgments were
suspended for a season. The Jewish people therefore thought
they should never be visited by the Lord with an estermi-
nation out of their own land, for their rcjection of Christ;
but they are here informed they would find themselves mis-
taken. God’s thoughts and theirs, concerning the Messiah,
and their rejection of him, were vastly different. 1t is true
he had kept silence, yet this would not be always the case.
No. I will reprove thee, and sct them [that is thy siss,) in order
before thine eyes. He did so on the day of Pentecost, when
the Holy Ghost was sent down from heaven to prove the
truth of Christ’s Messiahship, and to reprove the world of sin
and of righteousness, and of judgment. ~Of sin, says Christ,
because they believe not on me. 'This was the sin of sins, The
Jewish rulers,and the greatest part of that nation, had rejected
Chuist.  Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye
see me no more. A full proof he hid finished his work; that
he was accepted of his Father, and crowned with glory and
honour, and was sat down at the right-hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens. Of judgment, because the prince
of this world is judged, John xvi. 8,9, 10, 11. - By the death,



477

resurrection, and ascension of the Messiah, Satan was so cast
out of the Gentile world, as to make way for the preaching
the everlasting gospel, and setting up the kingdom of the
Lord and Saviour in many parts of it. Peter, in his sermon
on that most memorable day, quoted from the prophet Joel
a passage in which the destruction of the city of Jerusalem
and the temple were most clearly expressed. Thus what is
here expressed began to be realized.

V. 2. Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear
you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.

This is a most solemn sentence. It is delivered by way of
warning. It is also delivered in a most tremendous manner.
The persons addressed are the Jews, and uunder this title :
Ye that forget God. An awful one, as it includes their state,
their sin, their guilt. Now consider this, ye that forget God,
is an awful, a mostalarming, and tremendous address. They
are called upon to consider the charges brought upon them
in the former verses. They are warned of the danger which
awuited them, should they Cpersist in theirsins against Christ,
his gospel, and people. Consider this, ye that forsake God,
lest I tear you in pieces, and there is none to deliver. This is
like what the apostle says of the same sinners : For we know
him that saith, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense,
saith the Lord. And again, the Lord will judge his people. It
is a fearful thing to %Il anto the hands of the living God.
Heb. x. 30, 31.

V.23. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that
oGrd:lreth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of

od.

These words contain real and blessed encouragement to
such of the Jews in Judea as were believersin Christ; such as
made a true acknowledgment of the Messiah, and offered up
praise to God for sending bim iato the world to save his
people from their sins,. glorified God. Herein and hereby
they glorified both the Fatber, the Son, and the Spirit.
They were conformed by the Spirit of Christ to his holy
likeness, image, and example. These persons, who had re-
ceived Messiah for their salvation, and trusted wholly in him
for all the blessings and graces of it, ordered their conver-
sation aright, in holy conformity to him, as they looked ou
him, and lived for bim, and to him. To whom a promise is
here given, that a greater discovery of Christ and sal vation
should be made to their minds. Whoso offereth praise glori-
Jieth me : and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will
Ishew the salvation of God. To praise Christ for his coming
iato our world, to save us from all our sins and miseries, s
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the only way whereby we can glorify him. Our convetsa=~
tion is ordered aright, in proporiion to our believing in
Jesus. Thus the Psalm ends. May the Lord bless it unto
us, even so. Aen.

PSALM THE FIFTY-FIRST.

It bears this tile, To the chief Musician, a Psalm of
David, when Nathan the prophet came unto lim, after ke had
gonein unto Bathsheba.

A very learned man reads it thus: “To the conqueror,
to the beloved, when Nathaa the prophet came to him after
he had gone in to the daughter of the oath.” The occa-
sion of the Psalm vou have, € Sam. xii. ver. 24, 5. And
David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her,
and lay with her: and she bare a son, and he called his name
Solomon, and the Lord loved him. And he sent by the hand
of Nathan the prophet, and ke called his name Jedidiah, be-
cause of the Lord. David had several sons before this, by
Bathsheba, who had been now for some years his lawful
wite, whose names were Shimea, and Shobab, and Nathan,
then Solomon was born. These four were born unto him
in Jerusalem, of Bathshua; (in the margin, it is ‘Bath-
sheba,) the daughter of Ammiel ; (in the margin it is Eliam.)
See | Chron. chapter iii. ver. 5. This Psalm, says one, ““ is
a prayer of the real David, under his sufferings, whercby
he espoused the church (the spiritual Bathsheba)and raised
up peaceful and pleasant children by her.”

‘l'o understand the subject and design of this Psalin serip-
turally, it is absolutely necessary to observe what follows.
Sowme years before it was penned, David said to Nathan the
prophet, See now I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark
of God _dwelleth within curtains. In which he expresseth
his desire and design to build the temple. The prophet
eancourageth him to this, saying, Go, do all that is in tiine
heart, for the Lord is with thee. The same night the Lord
sends Nathan to David to forbid it, yet promiseth him a
soit, who should succeed him in the throne; who should:
be a glorious type of the Messiah, and should build a temple
to the name of the Lord God of Isruel.  You have this ac-
count recorded in the seventh chapter of the 2d book of
Satnuel. It is also recorded in the seventeenth chapter of
the 1st book of Chrounicles. If you read both you will be
fully convinced of the propriety of my referring to them.
You have David-himself reciting the sabstance of them, to
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his son and snccessor, Solomon, in the twenty-second
chapter of the 1st book of Chronicles, [ will quote a part
of what David says to his son, to let you see the clear truth
concerning the subject before us. And David said to Solo-
mon, My son, as for wme, it was in my mind to bwild an
house for the Lord God of Israel ; but the word of the Lord
came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and
hast made great wars, thou shalt not build an house unto
my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth
in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thec, who
shall "be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all
his - enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon,
and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days.
He shall build an hoise for my name; and he shall be my
son, and I will be his futher; and I witl establish the throne
gf his kingdom over Israel for ever, verses 7, 8, 9, 10.
solomon was the son of Bathsheba, when she was his law-
ful wife, and after David had bcen her lawful husband for
some years, We read the following sons were born of her,
at Jerusalem, and these were born unto him, 1. e. David in
Jerusalem : Shimea, and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon,
four, of Bathshua, the daughter of Ammiel, 1 Chron. ver. 5.
In the margin the word is Bathsheba, and Eliam. "When
Bathsheba had borne Solomon, the Lord sent Nathan the
prophet to inform David this was the son the Lord had pro-
mised bim many years past. The Lord had given him the
name Solomon, or, The peaceable onc. When the Lord
sent to David by Nathan, that this was he of whom
he had spoken, he (David) called him Jedidiah, i. e.
The beloved of the Lord. All these circumstances thus
unpiting, on this most sacred and solemn occasion, David
wrote this Psalm, and gave it this title: To the chicf Muxi-
cian, a Psaim of David, when Nathan the Prophet came unto
him, after he had gone inwito Bathsheba. So that the whole
subject of it concerns Christ. It is a prayer, in which
Chuist is the mouth for all his members ; in which he sup-
plicates for mercy. He speaks as the surety of his chureh,
and as responsible for their sin. He prays to be washed
and cleansed from it; acknowledges what he was conceived
in the womb, and shapea for. He speaks of the perfect
sunctification of nature in which God alone can delight;
he entreats for perfect washing and purification from all sin;
ke prays for a clean heart, for a right spirit, for a vestora-
tion of the joy of salvation to his mind. As the Messial he
prays for all the elect Jews, that they may be delivered
fromn blood-guiltiness, and that their consciences may, by
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faith in his blood, be discharged from the guilt brouglit ou
themn by their predecessors in putting him to death. He
closes with a request for the good of Zion and Jerusalem.
This is the subject before me; nor need any object to it.
There will be tound nothing in this exposition of it, con-
trary to any article of our most holy faith. I shall there-
fore, without making the least apology for it, begin the ex-
position.

V. 1. To the chief Musician, a Psalm if Dacid, when
Nathan the prophet came unto David, after he had gonein to
Bathsheba. Have mercy uponme, O God, according to thy
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy teader
mercies blot out my transgression.

As our Lord, before his incarnation, had a complete and
intuitive view of all his people were, and would be the sub-
jects of, both as it respected sin and misery; so, when he
became incarnate, and lived in his incarnate state, he had
every suitable view and perception, sense and feeling there-
of. Hence, as the head of all his members, as hone of theit
bone and flesh of their flesh, his mind could not butrun out
in the exercise of his most divine compassion and tenderness
towards them. I conceive it would cast a glorious reflection
of light from him, on this, and many other Psalms, were
we thus to consider the subject. Christ in our nature, and
world, felt for all his people. He prayed for each and
cvery one of them ; he entered into all their cases and griefs;
he comprehended in his own mind all they were the subjects
of’; he, as their representative, as their head, who spoke on
all their behalf, says to the divine Majesty in the person of
the Father, Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions, Christ, as the surety, was
the subject charged with the whole contained in sin, in the
whole body of it, in his members. It was from the love
wherewith God had Joved them in him ; it pleased the Fa-
ther to exercise his lovingkindness unto them. They were
the objects of everlasting love in the person of Christ. [t
was in bim this love was expressed in acts of everlasting
kindness. One of the greatest instances of it, was appoint-
ing Christ to bear their sins, and sustain the curse due to
them. Christ here presents himselt before the Father on
their behalf. He prays for mercy; he asks it in his own
name. IHave mercy uponme, O God. On my mystic body,
on the footing of my mediation for them. Let this mercy
be according to thy lovingkindness to me, and them. Blot
out their transgressions, according to the multitude of thy



481

tender mercics. T call their transgressions mine; as I en-
gaged before all time with thee, to bear them in my own
body. Let theém therefore receive in their persdns, and ac-
cording to the variety of their cases, the full efficacy and
virtue of my efficacious mediation.

V. 2. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse
me_from my sin.

[f consider this ag very expressive of our Lord’s praying
for the full virtue of his most precious bloodshedding and
sacrifice, to be manifested to the minds of his sinful and
ﬁuiltypeople. It is an eternal truth, Christ would cleanie

imselt from everysin, and stain imputed to him, by his
own most precious bloodshedding, as truly as he would wash
out all the sins and stains of his people at the same time,
and he also washed their persons in his own blood. This
was done by him in the days of his flesh. Now as the gos-
pel informs us, Christ hath loved us, and given himself for
us, that he might sanctify and cleanse his church with the
washing of water by the word ; that he might present it 10
himsclt a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish ; so the words of this Psulm before us, were equally
as expressive, considered as spoken by the prophet in the
name of Christ; and could not fail of affording to believers
under the past dispensation, most glorious views of the sin-
offering, and most precious bloodshedding of the divine
Immanuel, who would be God with us, that he might ac-
complish this.

V. 3. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is
ever before me.

These words were very becoming the great'Surety of the
whole church of the firstborn, whose names were written in
tae book of (ife from the foundalion of the world, to express.
It shews the greatness of his mind ; the strength of his
affection ; the stedfastness of his will.  He engaged from
before all time to be made sin for his members. He wasin
tie fulness of time most truly willing to bear their sins in
kis own body. He acknowledges himself to be their bonds-
man; he does this before his divine Father as the creditor.
1 acknowledge their uransgressions to be mine. I have en-
gaged to answer all the demands of holiness, righteousness,
and justice.. Ay sin is ever before me. I sce the nature,
gailt, pollution, and apostacy, which all my people are the
subjects of. I coufess the same with grief, It bows down
ray mind ; it reaches my very soul.. My sin, for I call it
so, holy Father, because 1 am chargeable with it, on the
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footing of my engagements with thee, in the everlasting
covenant, is ever before me. My spotless mind loaths it;
my holy soul abhors it. Yet I am willing to become the
sacrifice for it, that it may be removed from my beloved
ones.

V. 4. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this
evil in thy sight: that thou mayest be justified when thou
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

Here is an acknowledgment made by Christ, in the
name of all his pecple, of their having sinned against the
Lord. And surely if we enter into the particulars of what
the Mediator did on their behalf in the days of his flesh,
confession of sin ust be one. Aund the sins of his people
being his, as he undertook to be charged with them, and to
make full atonement for them, so he could not perform this,
but he must have in his own mind a perfect knowledge of
them. And whilst he was in his incarnate state, as he lived
in our world, in which was nothing but sin, misery, death,
and damnation, he could not but enter into a contempla-
tion on these subjects, and be suitably affected with them.
Especially he must be suitably affected, in his mental facul-
ties, by the views and perceptions which he had of the sin,
misery, frames and feelings, of his budy the church. He as
their mouth here speaks for them. As their representative
he says before God, Against thee, thee only, have I sinned,
and done this evil in thy sight. All sin is a transgression of
God’s law. 1t is an act ot high treason against the divine
Majesty; it is rebellion against his holy will. Nore ever
saw the whole contained 1n sin as sin, but Christ. None
ever saw the whole contained in all the inward sinfulness,
and actually sinnings of the Lord’s’ people, but Christ.
None ever could make a clear, full, and particular acknow-
ledgment of what is contained in the case of each and
every particular person of Admn’s posterity, but Christ
alone. He here confesseth in his own person, sin. Ttis
before God. He doth on the behalf of his people ; he doth

. it as their substitute ; he doth it to justify the Lord ; that
his righteousness, holiness, purity, aod truth might appear.
- dAgainst thec, thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in
thy sight: that thou mayest be justified when thou speakest,
and be clear when thou judgest. God is just, and the justifier
of him which believeth in Jesus. His justice is displayed in
Justitying and acquitting the sinner, upon the footing of
baving trans'erred his sins to Christ, and transferring
Christ’s' righteousness to lim. Our Lord in every act of
his life glorified God, und did the will of him that sent him.
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The whole of which being imputed by the Father to the
elect, is their complete salvation. We have here in this
first part of the Psalm, Christ praying for mercy, and the
blotting out of transgressions. As Nfediator, he entreats
‘his blood and atonement, in all its virtue and influence,
'might be evidenced in his own purification from all the sins
of his people which were imputed to him 3 and that ali.his
members may be completely washed from their transgres.
sions, and cleansed from sin thereby. He acknowledges
himself responsible for their transgressions; he declares
their sin is ever before him ; that he is ready to confess the
excceding sinfuluess contained init. As it respects it, both
originally and actually, it was all before the Lord. It was
all against him. He only could pardon it; he only could
justify from it, and save from condemnation. May the
Loord the Spirit give us some gospel apprehensions of what
I have stated. I conceive it will advance Christ in our
esteem ; I consider it perfectly agreeable with the glorious
gospel of the blessed God. 1shall consider the second part
of this Psalm, beginning with the next verse, and closing
with the 9th, and containing an account from Christ him-
self, of the immaculate. purity, perfection, holiness, and
sanctity of his human nature. His prayer for purging and
cleansing from imputed sin, that he may be without it, and
‘entreats that the Father would give him an enjoyment of joy
and gladness, and shine upon him.

V. 5. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me.

These words are an address to the divine Majesty. The
word behold, expresses the Lord Messiah would the Father
should look on him j and behold him, what he was by his
own act of divine predestination—as the consecrated one,
who was to reconcile all things unto himself and inake peace
by the blood of his cross.  Behold, I was shapenin iriquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me. Surely these words
cannot be applied to Jesus Christ.  Was he shapen in‘ini-
quity? No; he was not. Did his mother conceive the
humanity which Christ reccived from her, .in sin? No;
God forbid. Had this been the ease, Christ must have re-
ceived taint and defilement. Then he must have been a
sinner.. Whereas, he was holy, harmless, and undefiled;
the immaculate Lumb, whose soul and body were pure as
the light. His human nature is -styled that holy thing.
When the angel informed Mary concerning the conception
of her Lord’s humanity, she said, How shall this be, secing
1-know not-a man? And the augel answered and said unto

212
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her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, antl the power ;)f
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore aldo that Aoly
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Som of
God. Luke i. ver. 34, 35. Let it be observed, our Lord’s
humanity is called that holy thing, not that holy person; for
it was an individual humanity, not a person Christ took into
ugion with him. The humanity of Christ had never any
existence of its own ; it was formed, and immediately taken
into personal union with the Son of God. So that our
Lord Jesus Christ could never say in his own name and per-
son, nor as being one with us, a real partaker of the com-
mon nature of man, Bekold, I was shapen in iniquity, and
in sin did my mother conceive me. When the truly excellent
Mr. Romaine, in his Exposition of this Psalm, at St. Dun-
stan’s, came to this verse, he said to the hearers, Now you
think you have me. Fle said the words were not rightly
translated. He read them thus: ¢ Bekold, Iwas shapen for
iniquity, and for a sin-offering did my mother conceive me.”
The very learncd John Hutchinson, Esq. reads them ex-
actly the same, DBoth these great men view the passage as
referring to our Lord’s conception in the womb of the virgin.
The angel expressly saysto Mary, the mother of our Lord,
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth
a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.  Luke 1. ver. 81." Now
it is cxpressly true, and it is pure gospel indeed, to believe
aud confess our Lord’s human nature was shapen for ini-
quity, and for a sin-offering his mother conceived him. He
touk our nature that he might be made sin for us. He was
shapes in his humanity for this very end and purpose. It
was for a sin-offering his mother conceived him. Wren e
cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou
wouldest not, but a body [thou hast fitted me,] hast thou pre-
sared me. Heb. x. ver. 5. What is this but the same
mentioned before? Christ was called in eternity to be the
slorious Mediator. Tt was the immutable will of the eternal
‘I'hree, he should put away sin by the sacrifice of himsels.
To this end he was born, and tor this cause came he into
the world. He might well therefore address the divine Fa-
thier, and say, Bekold, Iwas shapen for iniguily, and for a
sin-offering did my mother concerve me. As his hawan na-
ture was conceived without all spot et stain of sin, so the
purity, perfection, holiness, and sanctity of it, exceeded all
conception. And as it. was taken into personal union by
one of the persons in Jehovah, the holiness of it bore the
stamp of the holiness of God, and one of cur Lusd’s titles
was, the Holy One of God.
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V., 6. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts; and
tn the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

Thus the Surety of his church speaks, before and to him
who constituted him to his office and work, of his being
formed and conceived to be a sin-offering, and that he was
perfectly fitted and framed for all this. Behold, thou, O
God, desirest truth in the inward parts. My humanity is
without sin ; it hath thy whole law written in it; thy image
of righteousness and true holiness, is perfectly implanted,
imprinted, and stamped on it. Thou seest in me, all the
holiness, purity, righteousness, and perfection thy law re-
quires. And tu the hidden part thou shalt make me to know
wisdom. Thou wilt lead me on, guide and teach me in
every part of my work, in accomplishment of thy holy will,
that there will be the most exact conformity between my
will and thine. It was in the holiness, purity, righteous-
ness, and perfection of the person of Christ, and in the true
and distinct exercise of the will, mind, affections, thoughts,
memory, and understanding of Messiah, upon God, in the
whole revelation of his will made known to him in the
scriptures of truth, consisted the perfection of our Lord’s
life and death. He was able to say, I have glorified thee on
the earth, I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.
Jonn xvii. ver. 4.

V. 7. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wask me,
end I shall be whiter thar snow.

Here is a reference to the ceremonial purification ; and
very particularly to the leper and his cleansing, as spoken
of in Leviticus, xiv. The leprosy was a typical prefigura-
tion of sin; of original sin; of the inherency of sin; of the
maladies it produceth in soul and body. The leper might
be said to be the most unclean person in Isrrel. None
could touch him, wor could be touch any one thing,
but he communicated uncleanness thereby. He was put
without the camp. When he was cured, he was to be
brought to the priest. He was to go without the camp to
him ; he was to look on him ; he was to behold if the plague
of leprosy were healed in the leper. It it were, the priest
was to command such rites and ceremonies should be per-
formed : two live clean birds, with cedar wood, scarlet,
and hyssop were to be taken. One of these was to be
killed 10 an earthen vessel over running water.  The living
bird, with the cedar, scarlet, and hyssop, were to be dip-
ped in the blood of the bird which was killed, and it was
to be sprinkled seven times upon the leper, and he was to
be pronounced clean, and the living bird was to be It
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loose iuto the open field. All which were so many solemn

memorials of Christ. lle only can cure the maladies of sin.
The two birds prefigured Churist in his death and resurrec-

tion. Ide was delivered for our offences, and was raised
agair for our justificatisn. The cedar wood which is durable,
pointed out the continvation of the virtne of Christ’s death.
The scarlet wool, denoted the blood of Christ. It is his
scarlet blood washes out our scarlet erimson stains. The
hyssop, which is purgative, suggested how Christ was ta
purge our sins by the sacrifice of himsclf. The spriakling
the blood on the leper, was representative of the revelation
and apprehension made of Christ, to the rencwed mind, by,
the Holy Spirit. Now Messiah, referring to this, says,
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : wash e, and I
shall be whiter than snow. But how could our Lord speak
thus? Was he typified out by the leper? [ do tot conceive
he was, Indced ] donot. Was he not in nature and person;
was he not in life and conversation, without all spot of sin ?
le most certainly was. His body was parity itself, was it
not? Yes: no snow could ever Le fit to compare to it.
His sou! was the very essence of perfeetion.  Yet all this
need not set aside these words, as belonging to Christ ; as
spoken by Christ; as praying tco on his own behalt'; that
he might be purged, and cleansed, and discharged from
imputed sin.  Our Lord, as the sacrifice for sin, had all sin,
in all contained in its guilt and pollution, charged on bim.
Whilst it did not enter into his mind, and it was impossible.
it should, yet it was ou his body. He was covered with it;
the Lord laid en him the iniguities of us all, and made him
sin for us, He could not be discharged {rom it, but by his
bloody-sweat, passion, and most precious bloodshedding.
Why might he uot pray for deliverance from imputed sin,
as hie did from inflicted curse? there can be no more absar-
dity in the one than in the other.  Yet I rather couceive
this may hcre be considered, as praying for the acceptation
of his bioedshedding ; that the divine Father would prove
this, by giving him an outgate and happy issve from the
state he was in; that he would set bim acliberty on the
footing of his ~zcrifice ; that he would give all the redeemed
o know and enjoy the full virtue of it in their minds. He
was himself the subject charged with all their crimes.  His
blood was all-suflicient for himseif, to acquit bim from all
contiined in their guilt and pollution which was iwmputed
unto him. He was bathed; he was baptized in his own
blood. It removed from his person all which had been laid
by the Iather on him., Ile was as pure by means of bis
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Lloodshedding, as though sin had never been imputed to
bim. He therefore prays in the name, and on the behalf
of his whole church, Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. The whole
church, washed, purged, cleansed, aud justified in the blood
of Christ, are olean, and shall continue so to eternity.
They, as washed by Christ in the fountain and sea of his
blood, are whiterthan snow. The blood of Jesus Christ the
Son of God cleanseth us from all sin.

V. 8. Make me to hear of joy and gladness; that the bones
which thou hast broken may rejoice.

This is an entreaty offered up by Christ to the divine
Father, for the return of joy and gladness to his holy mind.
It is very conceivable, whilst our Lord was under the impu-
tztion of sin, and working out reconciliation by his sorrows
and sufferings, all divine joy and gladness was suspended
from his most holy mind.  When he had purged away our
sins by the sacrifice of himself, then doubtless it was re-
stored to him.  His bones were not broken, yet his heart had
been. He passed through and sustained the whole contained
in the divine curse, due to all the sins he bore. He might
well pray, the debt being paid, for the blessed fruits and
effects of this. Make me to hear of joy and gladness ; that
the bones whick thou hast broken may rejoice. He would
hereby be qualified to administer strong consolation, and
divine hzalth and cure to wounded spirits. He wants but
ouneblessing more. [t is expressed in the following words:

V. 9. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine
iiiquities.

Give me such a clear conception and apprehension in my
mind, by thy own testimony borne to it, and by the joy and
gladness which I request thee to fill me withal, that I may
be perfectly satisfied that thoun hast, on the account of the
oblation of my person, cast all the sins of my people behind
thy back —thatthey are swallowed up in the red sea of my
biood ; and that they are freely and fully blotted out of thy
remembrance, by the free and irrevocable pardon of them,
‘T'hus the second part of this scripture ends.

The third part contains a continnance of Messial’s prayer,
on his own behalf, and for his church, 0 the very end of
the Psalm. In which is contained, a prayer for the com-
plete sanctification of all’the elect, A request on his
own behalf; a declaration of what he will do; a prayer
for his elect crucifiers, and for all the elect Jews, thut
they may be discharged from the guilt brought on them
Ly their predecessors, in putting him, the Messiab, to death.
And be closes all with his request for the good of Zion, and
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Jerusalem ; or in other words, for the call and restoration
of the Jews.

V.10 Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and renew in
me a right spirit.

Our Lord from everlasting loved his whole church. He
gave himself, in the everlasting covenapt, for each, and
every one of his beloved; he bore each, and every one of
their particular sins: he died for each and every one of
them in particular. They are all alike united in hin. His
intercession is personal and particular, for each and every
individual of them. He here prays for them. It is for their
regeneration and sanctification. His address is to the divine
Father; it runs in these words, Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew in me a right spirit. The sending the
Holy Ghost as the spirit of life from God, to quicken and
make such as Christ died for alive to God, is the fruit of
Christ’s death and intercession. It is the office of the Holy
Spirit to create them anew in Christ Jesus, to renew them
in the image of their minds, and render them in their lives
and couversattons like unto, and conformable to him. Qur
Lord here prays for this. His prayer hath been answered,
by the Father’s sending the Holy Ghost, who accompanies
the gospel with power to the mind, He produces in us a
spiritual and divine nature; he mukes us partakers of Christ ;
tie recewed heart is made pure aud clean, by the knowe
ledge of Christ, and in the exercise of fuith in the everlast-
ing virtue and eflicacy of his most perfect righteousness and
most precious blood. It is this which constitutes a good
couscience.  We have it, when we reccive and give full
credit to the Father’s testimony and record, concerning his
beluved Son; when we traly believe, aad most cordially re-
ceive this truth jnto our minds, that, the blood of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all sin, we are puritied
in our wminds from the gwilt of sin; we are acquitted in our
consciences ;  we are then wanifestatively pardoned. 1t is
then we have a right spirit; it is then we are enabled to walk
in al} the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame.
Jess; it is all the fruit of faith.  No man hath a good con-
science, whn is not enlizhtened into a spinitual knowledge
of the person, blood ard rightecusness ol Jesus Christ, and
apprehends the virtie and _chi«-‘:'u-,y of 1t in his own mind.
There can be no walking with Christ, and before the Lord
unto all well pleasing, until we have first received Christ,
and are most truly and heartily well pleased with hinn

V. 11. Cast me not awey from thy presence, and take not
¢ty Holy Spirit from me.
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When Christ was under the whole curse and displeasure
of the Father, aud sustained ail contained in it, as due to
the sins of the whole election of grace, the divine Father
suspended from him the shinc of his presence. All the
consolations of the Holy Spirit were withheld from our
Lord’s humanity. His body and soul were without these
he was most truly sensible of this; he knew it must be so;
that it was the consequence of his being the subject of im-
puted sin. He found a sulficiency in this subject, and state
in which he was, to engage his vast mind. The curse
which was now inflicted on his body and soul, counld not
but make him beavy unto death. He kuew then what it
was to suffer in the wine-press of his Father’s wrath, till
blood came out at every pore. Having passed through
it, and obtained vietory over it, he here prays, Cast me not
away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from
me.. In which he includes his people. He had been cast
off for a season, agreeable to covenant acts, that they might
be remembered with everlasting kindness ; he had been de-
prived of all divine consolations for a season, both from the
Father’s withdrawing, and the Holy Spirit’s suspending his
most sacred comforis. It was all for the benefit of his
saints. They are too dear to him, and too deeply engraven
on his heart to be forgotten of them. So thesc words are
surely inclusive of them. Our Lord, on his resurrcction
from the dead, and ascension to heaven, would be in his
Father’s presence, aud enjoy the blessedness thereof for
cver. He would be anointed afresh with the Holy Ghost;
he would then receive him in all his graces and gifis more
abundantly than he bad already; he woula pour him out
most richlly. I conccive this may sufficiently enlighten,
and enliven these words before us.

V. 12. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and com-
fort me with thy free spirit.

" Theyglorious Messiah had beheld the plan of salvation, as
drawn in the infinite mind of Jehovah from everlasting. 1t
was made known to him, and set belore him, in the council
and covenant of the Three in Jehovak, before all time. He
most cheerfully cugaged to accomplish it; his soul had again
and again rejoiced 1n it, and been filled with joy arising
from it. [n the garden and on the cross, his whole soul was
engaged in pursuing the work of salvation, by his obedience
unto death, even the death of the cruss. That he mnight
obtain salvation, he parted with «li; he underwent the loss
of all; even the joy of Jchovab’s salvation. It was not to
be admitted of, that he should have any joy, whilst he wus
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making his soul an offering for sin.  Yet this being once
accomplished, it was to flow forth in full tide upon him;
he wus to be upheld by the eternal Spirit in the discharge
of his work; he was to be assisted by him in offering u
himself. Hence the apostle <ays, For if the blood of ulz
and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh : How much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without spot to God, ?urge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? Heb. ix. ver. 13, 14. Christ,
in perfect barmony with all this, here prays, Restore unte
me the joy of thy salvation, and comfort, [or uphold me,] with
thy free spirit; and declures how he would act in conse-
quence of this.

V. 13. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinncrs
shuil be converted unto thee.

Christ in his passion was numbered with the transgres-
sors, On the cross, and now in heaven, he made interces-
sion for the transgressoss ; and he ever liveth to make in-
tercession for us. On his resurrection from the dead he
gave full proof” of this, by his appearing to Mary Magda-
lene, to Peter, aud to all his disciples, who had forsaken
him, and fled from him on his passion-night. Whilst he
continued in his resurrection state, he gave his royal com-
mand to his aposiles, that repentence and remission of sins
should be preached in his name, among all nations, beginniug
at Jerusale.o.  Luke xxiv. ver. 47.  On his ascension, and
investiture in glory, be poured out the Holy Ghost upon his
apostles. They were heieby qualibied to preach Christ
crucilied, and Christ exaited to sinners. By this means,
mauy of them were turned to the Lord.  In every succes-
sive age since, the gospe! hath been preached, the wonder-
ful works of God have veen declared, and it hath been the
Yowcr of Ged unts salvation, to every one that believetl.

a all which, what Christ expresseth in the verse before us,
hath been maost blessedly reulized. Transgressors have been
tanght God’s ways: they have been directed to Christ, as
the one way, 1o all the grace and glory of the Futher; they
have through the true knowledge of Chyist, God-man, the
Mediator, aud Saviour, been converted to the Lord ; the
have found eternal lite, in believing in the name of the onl_';-
begotten Yon of God.

Vol elieer me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God
of my salvation: and my longue shall sing alond of thy righ-
LCNUSNESS,

L consider this as a request, made by Chuist, to the divine
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Father, on the behalf of his Jewish crucifiers; and also in-
cluding the Jewish church in the latter day; and under
both these considerations I shall attempt an explanation of
the same.

The greatest sin ever committed in our world, was put-
ting Christ to death. It was with wicked hands he was
crucified and slain.  Some of God’s elect were engaged in
it. Their persons werc dear to Christ, though they were
thus exercised. He here prays for them ; so he did when
nailed to the tree. Father, forgive them ; for they know not
what they do. Luke xxiii. ver. 34. And so he does also, in
both, for some of the sinful posterity of the Jews. Paul
says, And so all Israel shall be sav:d, as it is written, There
shall come out of Sion the deliverer, and shall turn away un-
godliness from Jacob; for this is my covenant unto them,
when I shall take away their sins. Rom. xi. ver. 26,27. He

uotes it from Isaiab, lix. ver, 20, 21. According to this
?he whole body of the Jews are to be called. And such of
them as belong to the election of grace, must be included
in this most important prayer of Messiah’s in the verse be-
fore us. How otherwise can, or,- how otherwise shall they
be delivered from that tremendous imprecation, his blood
be on us, and on our children? It is awfully evident that it
continues to the present moment. Blessed be our Lord, all
he died for, he remembers; he leaves out none of them in
his intercession. On the cross his prayer was so effectusl
as to bring down the Holy Ghost on Kis elect crucifiers.
He thea made good his promise. And I will pour upon the
house of David, and upon the inhabitants 1{ Jerusalem, the
spirit of grace and supplication: and they shall look upon me
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for kim, as oxe
taourneth for his only son, end shall be in bitlerness for him,
as one that is in bitterness for his first-born. Zech. xii. 10..
This promise will be more fully accomplished at the re-
storation of the Jews to the land of Judea. It hath been
conceivedk by some, no seripture will be more suited to the
Jewish case, at their conversion to Christ, than the whole
of this Isalm. DMost especiaily these two passages, Purge
me with hyssop, and I shall be cleci: wash me, and I sheld
be whiter than snow, ver. 7. And this, Deliver me freim
blaodguiltiness, O Ged, thou God of my salcation, and my
tongue shall sing aloud of thy vighteousness. 1t will bea
season of great grace, and also of spiritual r¢joicing. There
will be songs, offered up to our most blessed Lord, beyond
all which ever vet were. The blood of Christ, will ve so
set Lefore thew, in its godlike dignity, virtue, worth und
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efficacy, and be so manifest to them, in removing from
their minds the guilt brought on them by their predeces-
sors, in pntting Christ to death, that they will praise the
God of all grace in the highest strains. The prophet, as
personating the Jews at that time, cries out, Who isa God
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the
transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not
his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will
turn again, he will have compassion on us ; he will subdue our
wniquities; and thou wilt cast oll their sins tnto the depths of
the sen. Micah, vii. ver. 18, 19. Our Lord Jesus Christ,
in this 14th verse of the Psalin before us, makes their case
his own. He savs on their behalf, to his divine Father,
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my
salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Lhy righteous-
ness  The next three verses are very suited 1o those ex-
pressions of praise and gratitude, which will be uttered by
the believing Jewish saints, after their return to Christ,
when they will utterly renounce all but him.

V. 15. O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew
forth thy praise.
© Which will be the praver of those persons, when the
Lord shall have poured cut of his Spirit upon them. And
they may here be considered as spoken by Messiah, he
beinr their prince, and as their great prophet foretellin
what should come to uss. Whea Christ shall reveal him-
self vnto them as their only Messiah, he will arise upon
them, as the sun of righteousness, with healing inhis beams,
He. will be their salvation ; be will be a wall of fire round
about them; he will be their glory. Their lips will be
opencd (o utter forty his glorions praise. Their mouths
will most joytully express it.  Christ himself will rejoice in
them and over them to do them good. Then the Jewish
chureh shall be cailed by a new name, which the mouth of
the bLord shall .name s Jehovah Skammah. The Lord is
there. She shall be a crown of glory in the hand of the
Lerd, and a roya! diadens in the hand of her God.” Her
walts shall be sufvetion, and her gates praise.

V. 16. Lor thou desirest not sucrifice, else would I give it,
thou delightest not in burnt-offering.

Nuj; they are all done away in Christ. And these per-
sons will find perfect and eveniasting salvation, and freedom
from the non-nmpatation of all sin and guilt, in the one
offering of Immanuel. Through the name, person, blood
and righicousness of the vily true Messiah, whom their
predecussors, through cighteen centuries have rejected,
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they will find the everlasting love of God, flowing into their
winds; and they will have a most blessed sense, experience,
and enjoyment thereof. To him therefore they will look.
In him they will for ever centre. All others they will
finally reject. They will find present and all-sufficient sa-
tiety in him. He will be their praise—their glory—their
joy—their all.

V. 17. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

Which will be their case indeed. Their hearts will be
broken and contrite.  'When they shall have a real sight of
Christ, and confess their sin, in torsaking him, the fountain
zf living waters, and bewing out to themselves cisterns,

roken cisterns which -could hold no water, Yet it is not on
this account they draw nigh unto God: no; Christ is their
only sacrifice for sin. It is by faith in him, their offer-
ing, they will draw nigh unto God. It is the sorrows,
agony, bloody-sweat, pains, torments, dereliction of God-
man, which alone are equal to the demerit of sin. It is him-
self, as having bcen made sin, and a curse, which only can -
heal the wounds made by sin. His heart was broken in the
day of the Lord’s vengeance ; his spirit was countrite, when
he stood in the place, and as the representative of sinners ;
he trembled, when it pleased the Lord to bruise him, with
all the weight of his vindictive wrath, and put his soul to
grief ; he is exalted in the minds of all whe know sin, by
the teachings of the Holy Gbost, as the blessed healer; be
will be the one object, to whom the called Jews will look
for life and salvation. They will not look at thewmselves,
nor at any thing they are. in themselves. No ; the eyes of
man, shail be as all the tribes of Isracl, taward the Lord.

V. 18. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build theu
the walls of Jerusalem. '

This is a request,. and also a prophecy, concerning Zicn
and Jerusalem, in time to come. As a request, it is expres-
sive of our Lord’s intercession, to his divine Father, on the
behalf gf the Jewish church. It is therefure called Zion. Its
seat, or where it will be scated, is Jerusalem, which citv is
to be rebuilt. It will be inhabited. The gospel, and its
ordinances will be there most gloriously established. A
temple will be built, in conformity to Ezekiel’s vision and
prophecy, and the name of the city will be The Lord is
there. . 1t is the good pleasure of God’s will to do good to
Zion. Itisin good pleasure he doth it.  He will build up
‘the walls of Jerusalem, both temporally and spiritually. It
is the good pleasure of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to be-
stow, and comnunicate sl =piritea! good, to all saints, teo
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they Jews or Gentiles—be it now, or imr the latter days. All
whith flows from Jesus, the Head and Mediator. He is the
one glorious medium, from whose fulness it is commauni-
cated to us, through the gracious influences of the Holy
Spirit. :

pV. 19. Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righ-
teousness, with offering, andp whole burnt offering : then shall
tlufi( offer bullocks upon thine altar. :

he rcdundancy of these expressions is expressive of the

abundance of grace which will be bestowed on the church
of the Jews in their settled state in the last days. The Jews
will find every type fulfilled in Christ; they will see him to
be the end of the sacrifices; that he was the subject of ali
the prophecies, the glory of all. And they will find the sab-
stance, the true essence of all in him; and having every
thing in him, they will delight to worship him, in which they
will enjoy free, full, and open communion with hitm. And
us the fruit of it, they will be filled with an exuberancy of
joy. The joy of the Lord will be their strength. Thus the
Lord will fulfil his wornd, Behold, (says he} [ create Jerusa-
lem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejuice in
Jerusalem, and joy in my people, Isaiah lxv. 18, 19. Al
whicl will be most highly well pleasing and acceptable unteo
God himself ; it being the accomplishment of bis gracious
purposes in Christ Jesus concerning them, Thus the Psalm
15 closed. May the Lord bless the exposition of it, if it please
him, so far as agreeable with his truth, - Amen.

PSALM THE FIFTY-SECOXND.

To the Chicf Musicien, Maschil, a Psalm of David, wher
Doeg the Ldomite came and told Saul, and said unto him;
David is come to the house of Ahimelech. This is the title of
this Psalm.

The occasion and history concerning it you have in 1 Sa-
muel, chap. xxi. xxii; thesubstance of which is this : David
being in danger from Saul, fled whither he might find a se-
cure retreat, and came to Nob; a city of priests, where the
ark of the Lord then was, and also Ahimelech, the high-
priest. ke was the son of Ahitub, great-grandson of Abiab,
whom he succeeded in the office of high-priest.  David, in
his flight from Saul, caune to him, He said Saul had sent
him and his atterdants on a most particular business, which
reqnired the wimost secrecy and dispatch. He begged he
would grant them some food, The high-priest told him he
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had no bread, but the shew-bread, which nonc but-tke priests
might lawfully eat of ; yet he believed David and his men
might eat of it, if for any due space they had abstained
from women. David assured the high-priest, that neither
himself or men had come near any for at least three days.
Upon this the shew-bread is given him. He further asked
for a sword, or spear ; and the high-priest gave him the sword
of Goliath, which had been hung up in the tabernacie-as a
trophy. Doeg the Edomite, the chief of Saul’s herdsmen,
‘was there at the same time, waiting at the tabernacle upon
some purification,and wasa witness to the whole which passed
between the high-priest and David. Some time afier this,
Saul complaining to his servacts that noune of them felt with
him in his misfortunes, nor were disposed to inform him of
David’s treasonable plots, Doeg related what he had seen
and heard at Nob. On this Saul scut a messenger, and
commanded the high-priest and ecighty-four priests of the
Lord to appear immediately before him.  They did so. He
charged them one and ail with being guilty of high treason,
The Eigh-priest, in a very wcek and modest manner, excused
himselt for what he had done, professing his perfect inno-
cency as it respected the king's charge against him and his
family. Yet notwithstanding this, Saul sentenced the high-
priest and all his relations to death. He orders his guards
to butcher the eighty-five persons present. They would not.
The king gives Doeg a connnand so 10 do. He did so, and
killed every man of them; which shews he must have been
a blood-thirsty, cruel man. A party was sent, it may be
under the direction of Doeg, to murder every man, woman,
and child, and the very cattle of Nob, the city of priests,
These tremendous orders were so exactly executed, that
none but Abiathar, Ahimelech’s son, escaped, and fled to
David, informing him of this most tremendous catastrophe.
On which David said unto Abiathar: [ knew it that day,
when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surcly tell
Saul : I have vccasioned the death of all the persons of thy
JSather’s house. Abide thou with me, fear not: for ke that
seeketh thy life seeketh my life: but with wme thou shalt be
in safeguard. 1 Sam. xxii. ¢2, 23. Solemn and awful as
all this was, yet it was a part of the displeasure of God,
which pursued the house of Eli for his indulging his sons in
their profaneness. See 1 Sam. ii. 27—36.

The subject matter of this Psalin is a severe censure and
reflection on this esemy for his malice and crueity. His de-
straction is prophesied of. 1t is very natural to conceive he
might ceme to some-miserabiz end, which it may be isin this
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Psalm foretold. It must be here noticed, that in this,and i
other Psalms, some parts of David’s history and times; with
some peculiar trials and persecutions which befel him, seem
providentially calculated to suit Christ the true David, and
therefore are made use of as cases to spe. k on. David was
a type of Christ in many of his trials. - Here before us he
was persccuted by Saul; a mischievous man informs against
bim. He is no where but he hath enemies, either privately
or publicly. So our Lord Jesus Christ, in.the days of his
flesh, had his inveterate enemiecs : The senate of the Jewish
nation, the Scribes and Pharisees, Herod and Pontius Pi-
late, the people of [srael. This Psalin may doubtless suit
this subject: it may lead us to consider.the malice of our
Lord’s encinies against him—the destruction which would
come upon them from God himself in consequence thereof's
and how clearly it would be to the view of the righteous—the
perseverance af Christ, and his invincible integrity in the
church of God—and his praise to the Lord for the destruc-
tion of his enemies,

V. 1. To the Chief Musicien, Maschil, of David, wheit
Doeg the Ldomite came and told Saul, and said unto him;
David is come to the house of Adhimeleck. Why boasteth thou
thyself in misrll.i}af, O mighty man? the goodness of God en-
dureth continually.

Our Lord Jesus Christ was a conqueror over all his ene-
mies ; it therefore suits this Psalm well to dedicate it to him
as conqueror.  He is the invincible one; he overcomes all
sin and miseries ; all sorts and cvery kind of evils and ene-
niies, let them be seeret or open ones, let them be multiplied
or reduced to an individual one. This scripture is for instruc-
tion; lct saints, therefore, attend to what is recorded init, for
itisof or concerning David. Itcoucerns the true Beloved One.
It records his goodness towards him who was atype of the Be-
Joved Onc—towards bim who, when he was in distress, when
Doeg the Ldomite came and told Saul,and said unto him, David
is come to the house of Ahimelech, trusted 1n God, and.found
un abuudance of comfort and support of mind, in stuying on
the Lord, and trusting in the mercy of God, which is the
same for ever and ever, Doeg was, at least in his own view,
a pewerful man; it may be, a man of wealth and riches. He
boasted it is likely of it.  Ue hated David, and the Lord’s
pricsts.  If he cannot seize on David, and kili him, yet no-
thring shall prevent him from shewing his hawred of hum, and
doing him and lis friends all the hart he cun.  Yea, when
he has doue it, be will make his boast of i1, Llereis a question
put to him: Why boasteth thou thyself, G migity man What,



497

dost thou glory in slaying the priests of the Lord? Wit !
does it sit easy on thy mind, that thou hast slain in one day
the high-priest in Israel, and eighty-four priests with him ?
What! wilt thou make thy boast of how many men, women,
children, and cattle, thou hast destroyed at the city of Nob?
O thou mighty sinner! O thou cruel and bloody man! Be
it known to thee, thou mayest diminish, but thou canst not
exterminate the church of the living God in Judea. No;
the goodness of God endureth continually, I am safe and
happy under his care, notwithstanding all thy cruelty. I
have communion with the Three in Jehovah, notwithstand-
ing all thy evil sayings and devices against me. The enemies,
and enemy of the true David, were cruel, implacable, un-
merciful; yet, though it was with them; in their watchings
over Christ, they said one to another, report, say any thing
you can conceive, to traduce his character, and we will re-
port it; yet such was his life of righteousness, holiness, and
L)prity, that he lived down all their malicious charges against
im.

V.a, Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor,
working decei{fuﬁ;.

There is no member in which more ¢in is contained than
the tongue. James says, it contains a world of iniquity ; it
is set on fire of hell; it deviseth mischief. Doeg’s did ; so
did Herod’s ; so did the tongues of the Scribes and Phari-
sees ; so did the chief priests; so did the tongue of Judas
~—who were all enemies to Christ; so did those of the wit-
nesses who came forth to speak on his trial ; so did the tongue
of Pontius Pilate. Never had any so many, nor so cruel
enemies, as our Lord Jesus Christ. It might be truly said,
their tongues were such us devised mischiefs. They were
like sharp razors, working deceitfully. 1f you lock at the
account given of Docg, you will find he is not overcharged.
When Saul made bis complaint to his guards, saying, Hear
now, ye Benjamites ; will the son of Jesse give every one of you
JSields and vineyards, and make you all captains of t}%u-
sands, and captains of hundreds? That all of you have con-
spired against me, and there is none that sheweth me that
my son huth made a league with the son of Jesse, and there
s none 7/' you that is sorry for me, or sheweth unto me that
my son hath stirred up my servant against me to lie in wait,
as at this day. 'This wretched Doeg, in his canting words,
implies all was true. That David was in open rebellion against
his sovereign ; that the high-priest, and the rest of the clergy,
tvere all traitors. He relates his story, taking up the king’s
words, and will not so much as name David. Noj it is only
the son of Jesse. No onc can speak out the mischicf done, by

VOL, $. K
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uttering half expressions. It is more injurious to body and
mind than is generally conceived. This man was sly; he
was artful and insinuating. David did by no means over~
charge him, in styling him a mighty mischievous man, in
saying, Thy tongue deviseth mischief ; like a sharp razor,
working deceitfully. Judas acted like this when he betrayed
Christ. He came to him; Master, master, and kissed him,
whilst at the very same instant he gave the signal to our
Lord’s enemies to seize on him, and secure him.

V.3. Thou lovest evil more than good, and lying rather than

to speak righteousness. Selah.

his was true of Doeg and Judas. Evil was uppermaost
with both. Doeg loved to speak evil even of the priest of
the Lord. He knew his words would work on Saul’s mind.
He cared not about lying, so he might ingratiate himself
into the king’s favour. He is no way concerned, eves should
it be the death of all the priests. He will by no means pre-
vent it, by setting the whole subject which he threw out in.a
clear light. Our Lord Jesus Christ suffered much this way,
His words were corrupted. His most divine sentences most
basely perverted. The malice of his enemies was such, thas
they willingly and wilfully cast his words out with contempr,
and before him, as if they made against him. The wicked
Doeg being set forth, as boasting of his wickedness, as de-
vising mischiefs, as using his tongue like a sharp razor, as
working deceitfully; as a lover of evil, as one who hated the
truth, as a liar, and delighting init. The word Selak is added
to this, as if the prophet would say, that a2 worse man could
not be found, nor more sin and sinfulness in one man. Yet
he has not finished his account of him. e adds;

V. 4. Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful
tongue. (In the margin it is, Or the deceitful tongue. Thou
lovest all devouring words, and the deceitful longue.)

A most awful character this. A worse canuot be given;
yet the truth of it cannot be denied, as belonging to Doeg.
So it did to many of our Lord’s enemics. It was no incon-
siderable part of our Lord’s sufferings, whilst in our world,
to be vilified, traduced, and evil spoken of; to have the
viruleney of wicked tonguoes exercised on him, in despising
his person, speaking against him, so as to express the ut-
most contempt of his actions and miracles. To point out the
villany of sinners and enemies against hiw, who sinned not,
neither was guile found in his mouth, seems to be one grand
design of the Holy Ghost in this Psalm. The expressions
are strong, very nervous; they are full of meaning. They
may be well applied to all the apostate Jews; or to Caiaphas
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and his colleagues in the senate-house, when Christ was Be-
fore them; or when they conspired against him to put him
to death ; or to Judas the betrayer. Yet we are not got to the
end of it. A full account hath been given of the wickedness
of the person who gave occasion for writing this Psalm ; and
now to the end of 1t follows his destruction from the Lord,
with the joy and rejoicing this would afford the righteous,
This gives an opportunity for again saying, that the various
circumstances David was in, and his cases, were means which
were sanctified by the Holy Ghost, to lead him to write of
the Messiab. This is the truth of the matter, as it respects:
what is here written. Much injury hath been done to the
character of this man of God, by supposing he wrote in a
passionate way, and wished the curse of God to fall on his
enemies. No. Let all his writings be viewed impartially,
and it will be found he is foretelling,not what he wishes might
befall such and such, but what the Holy Ghost himself pro-
nounces, by way of prophecy, shall befall them. And upon
the strictest investigation it would be most clearly disco-
vered, that he in-all the Psalms, when on these tremendous
subjects, speaks in the person of Christ.

V.5. God shall destroy thee }'for ever: he shall take thee.
away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling-place, and root
thee out of the land of the living. Selah.

It might be, the curse of God might fall on Doeg the
Edomite, the chief of the herdsmen of Sanl, though no ac-
count is given concerning it. This might, if it fell into his
hands, be a means of giving him solemn warning. But we
know this did befall JudasIscariot, and it came also upon the.
unbelieving and apostate Jews, who rejected Christ alto-
gether. He was quickly sent to hell. Yea, lie ran neck and
heels thither, as fast as he could. As though he could not
get there soon enough, he went and banged himself. As for
the Jews, destruction from the Almighty came on them.
God hath plucked them out of their dwelling-place. He hath
rooted them for a season out of the Jand of Judea. Thisis so
evident, that the word Selak, nota-bene, or mark well, might
well be prefixed. The whole of this hath been, in every
particular, so accomplished in the destruction and disper-
sion of the Jews, that it needs no comment, except it be to
note it in our minds, and consider how the wrath of God
hath been revealed from heaven against them, and how it
hath been execoted on them, as also it will be on all the
workers of iniquity.

V. 6. The righteous also shall see this, and fear, and shall
laugh at him.

2x2
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The saints and people of God are righteous before him,
because he hath imputed unto them the righteousness of hiy
Son, and they are made the righteousness of God in him.
They see what the Lord doth in his charch, in the world;
they sometimes have clear views of his vindictive wrath and
displeasure exercised on his and their enemies. They cannot
but be filled with the most solemn apprehension of the same,
and confess that with Godis terrible majesty. They are filled
with holy fear and awe, yet they cannot but rejoice when he
delivers them, or others of the family of God ; when he de-
stroys their enemies, pulls them down, and plucks them up,
so as they shall be no more injuriousto the church of Christ.
It could not be, but the destruction of Doeg, or his death,
must have given cause for real saints in that day to rejoice
—a man who had destroyed all the inhabitants of a whole
city, even where the tabernable of the Lord was.

V. 7. Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength ;
but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened
himself in his wickedness.

The essence of all the evil contained in sin, consists in
taking off the heart from trusting in the Lord. It is most
important advice which is contained in the following words:
Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich
man glory in his riches : But Tet kim that glorieth glory in
this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that f am the
Lord tohich cxercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous-
ness in the earth : Jor in these things I delight, saith the Lord.
Jer. ix. 23, 24. This was not Doeg’s cuse. No; he made
not God his strength ; he trusted in his riches; he cared not
by what means he obtained, be it by mardering the Lord’s
priests, or by killing the men, women, and children, and
cattle at Nob. No; he cares for nothing of this; he wants
abundance of riches; he has them, and the curse of God
with them. Yet he thinks he issecure; therefore he strength-
ens him in his wickedness. A most awful and complete de-
scription of a rich persecutor of God’s church. Who among
the household and family of faith, when they saw the Lord
exercising his righteous wrath and displeasure against
him, but must rejoice in the same? It is a righteous thing
with God to recompense tribulation to such as trouble and
persecute his saints. And this man most sorely vexed
them. e could not fall upon and cut off David, but he can
fall on the high-priest and priests, aud their families,
and he destroys themn cxcept oune man, for but one escaped.
So our Lord is beyond, above, and now for ever out of the
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reach of all his enemies. His people are not; they are in
this present evil world. It is at them ungodly men set them-
selves; yet their hatred, contempt, and injurious treatment
of them, falls ultimately on Christ. He that despiseth you
despiseth me, and he that despisetk me, despiseth him that sent
me. Yet there is a sense, in which it may be affirmed that
no sort of oppositions and persecutions against the real
church of Christ, or any of its individuals, ever did them
the least harm. No; it did not David: this appears from
the following words:

V. 8. But I am like a green olive-tree in the house of God:
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.

David was not moved away from his hope in God, on ac-
count of the providential event which hud taken place. His
faith was not weakened. He was not altered in his attach-
ment to the Lord’s worship, cause, and people. No. Doubt-
less I must have secn into the afflictive dispensation, and
beheld the hand of the Lord in it. He must be hereby led to
God’s awful denunciation against the house of Eli, and found
matter to fill him with awful and admiring thoughts of God’s
faithfulness in executing his threatenings as well as in the
fulfilment of his promises. He says, éut I am like a green
olive-tree in the house of God : I trust in the mercy of God for
ever and ever. The olive-tree yields the best and principal
oil. It was made use of in the tabernacle. Thou shalt com-
mand the children of Israel, that they bring «H pure il
olive beaten, for the light, to cause the lamp to burn alway.
Exodus xxvii. 20. The golden candlestick mentioned in
Zechariah, hath seven lamps round the bowl at top, andseven
pipes to convey oil intothe lamps, and twé olive-trees, one on
each side of the bowl at top. And there is mention made of
twoolivebranches, which through thetwo golden pipes empty
the golden oil out of themselves, chap. iv. 2. 12. Christ is the
antitype of the golden candlestick. The Holy Ghost is in
him, and rests upon him in all his sevenfold fulness of grace
and gifts. Here are in this vision, which Zechariah saw, two
olive trees, which, by a pipe from a branch of each, supplied
the candlestick which the prophet saw. They are called,
verse 14, the two sons of oil that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth. One whowm 1 greatly esteem asks, What is a
son of 0il? Is it not one whopartakes of the nature of 0il? or
is of a substance clear, bright, and pure, as that is? There is
sothing but the substance of heaven that excels it for clearness.
Dayid says, | am a son of oil. -I am made fat and flourish-
ing, as supplied from Christ with the gifts and graces of his
Holy Spirit. T am sure, the truc David is all contained in
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this symbol. He is the green olive-tree—he is always flou-
rishing—he is, he has all contained in the fat, oily, limpid
juice, and rich substance we call oil. All spiritual nourish-
ment and comfort is in himself ; he imparts it, as it pleaseih
him, to his members. The whole fulness of it is in himn; the
words before uswere spoken of him; they were spoken by him
in his type. Notwithstanding all his cnemies, of every sort
and kind, be went on doing the will of the divine Father.
He could say, But I am like a green olive-tree in the house of
God, always flourishing in holiness, purity, in righteousness,
in the exercise of every grace, and every gracious temper; at
all times full of spiritual vigour and strength. I am this in
the house of God. Never shaken ; never moved ; no, not in
thought, heart, and aflection, from doing my Father’s will,
from the perpetual observance of the same. [ trust, as Me-
diator, as the Surety of my people, as the Head and Repre-
sentative of my whole church, for them and for myself, in
the mercy of God for ever and ever. And here lies the whole
foundation, for our confidence and encouragement to do so
also.
V. 9. I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it :
and I zill wait on thy name, for it is good before thy saints.
The destruction of Doeg, as an enemy of his, and to the
church of God, was matter for praise. If he was cut off by
any solemn dispensation, it was the Lord’s act. Asitrespects
the antitypical David, the cutting off his enemies was and
will be, matter for perpetual and everlasting joy and triumph
to our Lord himself, and to his whole church and people,
in earth and heaven. As the divine Persons act each
from the other, according to the economy of the covenant,
so they give each other a inutual share of glory, agreeable to
their acts. The Lord Messiah bere gives the praise of his
deliverance out of the hand of any one of his enemies, or of
.all, to the divine Father, I will praise thee for ever, because
thou hast done it, There is a depth here which can never be
sounded. Christ will in heaven, for ever and ever, give the
whole glory of hijs salvation to the Father. He will inevery
part, and actof it, praisc him for ever. I will praise thee for
ever because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name
—trust in thee for the full display of thine everlasting love
and delight in thee, in the full and open manifestations
thereof. For it is good before thy saints that 1 should do so. It
‘will encourage their trust in thee; it will increase their love
for me, and their admiration of me; and thou wilt thereby be
glorified, So ends the Psalm,
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PSALM THE FIFTY-THIRD.

The title is, To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Mas-
chil of David.

This Psalm is almost the same with the fourteenth, 1t
differs in a part of its title. The words, upon Mahalath, Mas-
chil, are not there. That is only, 1o the Chief Musician, of
David. 1t is said, the word Mahalath signifies a tune of the
whole choir, or company of singers; and that David com-
posed it, and committed it to be sung by the whole com-
pany of the Levites. Others conceive the word Mahalath is
the name of the instrument of music, such as was made to
sound by breath and blowing, by reason of the hollowness
thereof. A very learned man in the Hebrew gives the title
thus : To the conqueror over that which causes infirmity (sin.) -
The giver of knowledge (the Holy Spirit ) speaks to the beloved,
The subject of the Psalm is sin ; the Fall; the state of the
whole human race in it, and by it; the alone Saviour and
salvation from it, the Lord Jesus Christ. A most fervent re.
quest for his coming. This would afford joy and gladness to
his church, so that the title the learned man givesit may well
become it, To the conqueror over sin.

V. 1. Qo the Chief Musician, upon Mahalath, Maschil, of
David. The fuol hath said in his heart, There is no God,
Corrupt arethey, and have done abominable iniquity ; there is
none that doeth good.

Sin is the original of the fall, which is but the effect of it,
Man’s nature being wholly ruined and corrupted, the evi-
dence of it appears in his fallen state and case. It hath pro-
duced heart apostacy. This is, in its very essence, atheism.
Fallen man acts, in many instances, as though he did not be-
lieve the existence of God. He acts as though he renounced
all profession of this truth—as if he really wished there were
none, so deeply fallen by reason of sin is he. Every man is
corrupt in nature, heart, lip, and life, by the fall. By one
man sin entered into the world. Every man is equally fallen
in Adam ; the image of God in righteousness and true holi»
ness, in which man was created, is entirely obliterated. All
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Corrupt
are they, and have done gbominable works. This is the fruit of
original sin. Adam was the first sinner of the human race.
We all sinned in him. All our corruption is inherent; it all
flows from within, out of our own hearts, The natural man
is, in his natural state, inclined to abominable iniquity, and
he doth it. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable
iniquity. Not only is he, and are they, the sons of men, cor-
rupt, but it is here asserted that they prove it by outward acts.
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They have done abominable works ; they have proved where
their hearts are, and what they delight in. There is none of
the human race that doeth good. No; but it is recorded
that the imaginatious of man’s heart is evil from his youth.
Gen. viii. 21. This is most solemn; it is awtul ; it is indeed
—indeed it is tremendous.

V.2. God looked down from heaven upon the children of
r(n;'e;:i to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek

od.

This is very expressive of God’s omniscience and omni-
presence. He is every where present. His eyes are upon the
ways of man, and he pondereth all his goings. He sees,
he knows, all, each, and every individual of Adam’s poste-
rity ; all contained in their sinful natures; all the thoughts,
purposes, acts, and reasonings of their whole minds; yea,
of their whole lives. The Lord searcheth all hearts, and he
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. And we
have in this Psalm an account of what fallen man, of what
all, and the whole of Adam’s posterity are, as sinners, and as
viewed by God bimself as such, and in their fallen state. It
would be well to read this Psalm at all times with great at-
teution and self-application. Here is the Lord’s own testi-
mony of what we are in ourselves, set before us; so that it
contains full proof that he searcheth the heart, and trieth
the reins.

V. 3. Every onc of them is gone back: they are altogether
become filthy ; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

It is good for us to enter into a real examination of what is
here declared. We can never be more truly delineated; we
are here sct forth most completely. If we are the chil-
dren of God, and born again, and brought into the kingdom
of God’s dear Son, yet we were once in the very state of
sin, guilt, pollution, and vileness here spoken of. * If weare
born again, yet we have infallible proof of Adam’s fall in
ourselves; for we have his sinful image, which was conveyed
0 us in our conception, and by our first birth into our
world, inherent in our nature, received from him. We have
this in us, as a daily and momently proof of our sinnership
Ly pature. We may clearly see it in this one instance. We
are all lovers of ouiselves; we all see our own happiness;
and, as one says, self-love.is all contained in sin. Hence we
all seck after pleasure and self-gratification. We seek this
in oursclves. We seek this in having our own wills; in exer-
cising our own desires and aflections on creatures and crea-~
ture good. We sometimes have such awful evidence of all
this in our souls, as to prefer having our own affections grati-
fied, even beyond enjoying rcal communion with Christ
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standing is without the knowledge of God ; the will is com-
pletely corrupted ; the conscience is guilty, and the subject
of the whole guilt which belongs 10 us, to each of usindivi-
dually. The memory is exercised to no good purpose in mil-
lions of instances wixich concern us. I am now speaking of
myself, and to you, who have, and are the partakers of like
precious faith iu the righteousness of God, even our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Itis onegreat part of our experience to know
ourselves; to know what we are in ourselves; toknow themys-
tery of iniquity in us; as this makes Christ, who is the mys-
tery of godliness, the more precious unto us. This very Psalm
might serve our Lord Jesus Christ, in his incarnate state, to
see and comprehend what all men were, elect and non-elect,
as considered in Adain, the lread of nature. We need but
the Holy Ghost to shine on it, and reflect his own light by
it into our minds,and we shall be out of conceit with ourselves
for ever. In these three verses, the whole account concerning
tallen man is given. What follows in the next three verses
is a question asked. The fear which seized on the wicked,
when God visited them, and the fervent prayer of the church
for the coming of Christ, who is the one alone Saviour, to
save his people from their sing, and raise them up above, and
beyond all the ruin of the Fall, arc manifest and remarkable.
It was the coming of Christ, and nothing but this, would
cause Jacob to rejoice, and Israel to be glad.

V. 4. Have the workers of iniguity no knowledze? who eat
up my people as they eut bread : they have not called upon God.

In most instances the children of this world are in their
generation wiser than the children of light. Not so in all.
[t is egregions folly when they persecute the people of the
most high God. He says here, by way of question, Have
the workers of iniquity no knowledge? What time is referred
ta in particular cannot be said; it must doubtless refer to
some persecntion under the past dispensation ; aud it seems
they were very greatly successiul against them, according to
the expressions made use of, eating up my people as they ea!
tread; as though they fed upon them very satisfactorily.
The Lord, whilst he permitted it to be so, yet he was far
trom approving it. He seems to wonder at their holdness
in so doing. He puts it as a2 question to them, Have the
workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eut up my people. They
are my beloved ones; they are they in whom is all my de-
light.  How is it they dare make so free? How is it
they are so bold as to meddle with them? They have no!
called upon God. In the 14th Psalm it is thus: Have
all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my
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people as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord. And
we are there directed by the margin to the prophet Amos,
chap. vii. 3. Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even
to make the poor of the land to fail. And by what follows, it
is the sin of oppression is reproved ; so as it respects the
prophet Micah, to which we are referred, chap. ii. 3. Who
also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off
them ; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as
Jor the pot, and as flesh for the caldron. It is the cruelt
of the princes is spoken of, which was a persecution in bolK
instances. In whatsoever way it was they persecuted God’s
people, it was very hastily done. This seems to be implied
i this expression, They have not called upon God. Or, it may
be, to point these out to be like those who called not upon
God for a blessing on their daily food.

V. 5. They were in great fear, where no fear was: for God
hath scattered the bones of him that encampeth aguinst thee :
thou hast put them to shame because God hath despised them.

The workers of iniquity are at times in fear, where there
is no canse for it ; and sometimes the Lord works temporal
deliverances for his people, beyond all expectation. It seems
by the words here, God had for these. Their enemies were
in fear, where no fear was: it looks as though his people were
beset by enemies, for God hath scattered the bones of him that
encampeth against thee. It wzs so when the Lord would not
permit the king of Israel and the king of Syria to gain their
point over Ahaz king of Judah, and set up aking of theirown
appointing. Thou hast put them to shame, because God hath
despised them. \What 1 refer to, you may read in Isaiah vii.
1—9. If it could be established this was the matter of fact
referred to, then the propriety of the ncxt words would
appear singularly striking. It was the promise of Christ was
the preservation of the state.

V. 6. O that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion?
when God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob
shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

Christ is the salvation of Israel. He was promised to
Israel ; he was the glory of his people Israel; he was very
greatly desired by them, who had seen and embraced Limin
the promise of his coming; he was to be born in Zion, in
bis church; he was to come out of it. God would bring
back the captivity of his people by him. He was to be their
great restorer and deliverer. W hen this took place, it would
be a scason of grace indeed. O that the salvation of Israel
were come out of Zion! when the Lord turneth again, or
bringeth back the captivity gf his people, Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad. This is to have a sccond accom-
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plishment. The prophet says, 4nd the Redeemer shall come
to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,
saith the Lord. As for me, this is my covenant with them,
saith the Lord ; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words
which 1 have put into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy
moutl, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed’s seed, from henceforth and for ever. Isai. lix,
ver. 20, 21.  This concerns the restoration of the Jews, and
their spiritual call to the knowledge of Messiah in the spi-
ritual reign of Christ. Then Jacob shall indeed rejoice, and
Israel shall be glad. May the Lord bless what is set before
you, if it please him. Amen.

PSALM THE FIFTY-FOURTH.

It is entitled, To the Chief Musician on Neginoth, Mas-
chil, of David ; when the Ziphims came and said to Saul,
Doth not David hide himself with us?

There were two cities in the tribe of Judah, called Ziph,
one lay about eight miles castward from Hebron. The in-
habitants of this place, were so eager to have David cut off,
though he and they were of the same tribe, that they in-
formed Saul of his hiding-places, and invited him to come
and apprehend him. The other, Ziph, was sumewhere about
the borders of Edom. You have the history to which this
alludes in 1 Sam. xxiii. It was a very deceitful business
with the Ziphites, and would have been very fatal to David,
had he not removed from where he then was, into another
wilderness. Yet even then, on Saul’s being informed of it,
he followed him, and pursued him in the wilderness of
Maon. _Aud Saul went on this side of the mountain, and
Devid and his men on that side of the mountain : and David
and his men made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for
Saul and his men compassed David and his men round about
to take him. But there came a messenger unto Suul, saying,
Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have invaded the
land. Wherefore Saul returned from pursuing after David,
and went aguinst the Philistines : therefore they called the
place Selakhammah-lekoth, i. e. the rock of divisions. Ver.
26, 27, 28. As this gave occasion for writing this Psalm, so
here again, the Psalimist’s case made way for him to perso-
nate the Messiah, who was persecuted by the Jewish peo-

le, his own countrymen, and delivered by themn over to the
Roman power. This is the subject of this scriptare. 'We
have in it Christ’s praycr for deliverance; the dangers he
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was in; the enemies which rose up against him ; his fix-
ation on God; his deliverance ; his praise on this account.
Thus you have the outline of it. _

V. 1. To the Chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, when the
Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself
with us? Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by
thy strength.

{ would here observe, as cvery word in the title, hath be-
fore occurred, and each of the expressions, To the Chief
Musician, on Neginoth, Maschil, &c. been explained, so I
shall have nothing to do with them wheresoever they may
appear. Only I would just say, these words in this title,
of David, when the Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth nét
David hide himself with us? are very expressive of the frame
and feclings of our Lord’s frame and mind, under this part
of his passion, when he was delivered by the cruelty, trea-
chery, and deceit of the Jews, into the hands of the Roman
governor, and the rage and violency of his guards, and
soldiers. Our Lord in these circumstances calls on God in
praycr, and entreats him for salvation and judgment. Save
me, O God. This salvation was from the rage of his ene-
mics.  The argument with which be cnforces his petition is
the name of God., Save me, O God, by thy name. God
hath a name of renown, throughout the :criptures, for
saving his people; for hearing his people; for attending to
the various wants of his people; for being gracious to the
voice of their cry. The mind, the understanding, the will,
the affections, the memory, of Messiah were so completely
apprehensive of every thing which befel him, throunghout
every sorrow, pain and grievance which befel him, through-
out every part, and during the whole course of his passion,
that he viewed the whole process of the same, from the
causes to the effects thereof. He requests, further, that
God would judge his cause, if he deserved such treatment
at the hands of the Jewish people. He also requests the
strength of God might be put forth in his defiverance.
Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength,
All which was very saited to onr Lord’s case, when he was
in the circumstances, in which his'type was, when he wrote
ihus to personify him.

V.. Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of
1y mouth.

"This expresses the importunity of our Lord’s mind, to
obtain his suit from God. He commits his cause to God ;
doth it in the utmost simplicity ; he doth it with the great-
est confidence; he leaves it to him to judge and determine
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voncerning it; he expresses hereby his expectation from

the Lord.  His prayer is heard, and bringeth down its re-
uested blessings, as is noticed in the 4th and 5th verses.
he following words are the reason of liis prayer.

V. 8. For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors
seek after my soul: they have not set God before them. Selakh.

As it respected David’s countrymen, they acted the part
of strangers, or aliens, in seeking to deliver him up to his
unjust and cruel enemy. None in the whole nation more
faithful to Saul than himself; so his great and royal anti-
type, the Lord’s anointed, the prince and saviour of his
elect amongst the Israelites, was the best friend to the true
interest of the Jewish people. None like him in this very .
particular to be found amongst them. e gave them divine
warnings ; he expressed to them in many of his parables the
very case of the nation ; the state of the Sanhedrim. He
gave them most solemn cautions; he added may warnings 3
he expressed clearly what would be the very wean of bring-
ing destruction on them ; yet they would not cease opposing
him. With the utmost cruelty and dissimulation, the Jew-
ish people, as pointed out in prophecy, under the type of
these wretched Ziphites, delivered over our Lord to the
Roman power, and all this under pretence of Christ’s being
the enemy of both powers, that of the Jews and Romans.
Luke tells us, And the whole multitude of them arose, and led
kim unto Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, We
found this felloww perverting the nation, and forbidding to
give tribute to Cesar, suying, that he himself is Christ a king,
chap. xxiii. ver. 1, 2. Our Lord was not only contemned
of his own countrymen, but the chief of the Jews rose up
against him. This is here matter of complaint. Their
treatment and contempt of him, was cruel. It went to his
very heart. He speaks it out befure the Lord. Forstrangers
are risen up against me, and oppressurs seek after my soul :
they have not set God before them. Seluh. Our Lord would
have thes to be very particularly noticed, therefore the word
Selah is affixed to it, on which he expresseth his confidence
in God, and the full assurance he hath of the destruction of
his enemies.

V. 4. Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them
that uphold my soul.

Qur Lord Jesus Christ, the true, the ever-blessed and
glorious Messiah, in ell his dangers and difficulties, fixed
his eyes on his Father, and his God. 1le knew the divine
promises ; how they most exactly suited bhis every state and
case; he knew his covenant intcrest in God, agrecuble
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with the antient settlements of grace; be knew he was.
brought into such and such circumstances, that he might
see the suitability of them, and sue out the performances of
them. This was the way in which Christ himself exercised
his faith on God, whilst he was in his incarnate state. He

knew the promises to be so many parts of the everlasting;
covenant which obtained between the Father and himself,

before the world was; be knew the good contained in them ;.
he knew the Father would most fully and faithfully perform .
the same. He therefore here says, Behold, God is mine

helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. The ex-

pressions are great; worthy of Christ. They shew the ob-

ject of bis faith. [le declarcs the same with the word Be-~

hold. God himself was the object of his faith, love, and

hope. How this is to be understood hath been before de-

clared. The substance of which is this, that it is founded

on the free, sovereign, and mutual transactions of the Three

in Jehovah in a covenant way, with the Mediator. He

saying here, Belold, God is mine helper, is expressive of his

entire confidence in this. It also points out to his saints

where they also should look. The Lord is with them that

uphold my sowl. Hec hereby declares his church, as well

as himself, shall experience Jehovah in his all-sufficiency

to be the God of all grace unto them.

V. 5. He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off
in thy truth.

Thus Messiah forcsees, and foretells the destruction of his
enemies. Saul, under the direction of the Ziphites, having
encompassed David on every side, was suddenly called off,
to defend his country fromm an invasion of the Philistines,
by which means David escaped, and bcheld his enemies re-
treating. Thus Jebovah rewarded evil to his enemies. He
loses his character amongst infidels in consequence of such
expressions as these, cut them off, as though he delighted
in the destruction of his enemies. No; this is not the truth
of any such expressions in, and throughout the whole book
of Psalms. No, it is not; God forbid it should. But
David was a prophet. He knew what it was to write under
the immediate direction of the Spirit-Jehovah; bhe says
himself, The Spirit of the Lord spake by -me, and his word
was in my tongue. < Sam. xxiii. ver. 2. He wrote concern-
ing Christ, and utters prophecies concerning the destruction
of Messiah’s enemies. The words before us, according to
Bishop Horne, are, thou shalt cut them off in thy truth,
which meliorates them, so as to remove all harshness from
them. All which was a righteous actin God. 1t bath been
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most awfully fulfilled, in the destruction of the Jewish ene-
mies of Christ, and their conquest by the Romans, with
their extirmination out of their own land, which continues
to the present moment,

V. 6. 1 will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy
name, O Lord: for it is good.

No doubt, for the miraculous event, which made way for
the Psalmist’s escape out of the hands of Saul, David might
be led to offer the sacrifice of praise tu Jehovah, his great
deliverer ; his heart being now free from fear, it was no
other than his bounden duty and service. Our Lord Jesus
Christ was delivered, by his resurrection, out of the hands
of all his enemies. In consequence of which he might well
say, I will freely sacrifice unto thee; I will praise thy name,
O Lord, for it is good. The name of the Lord, the faith-
fulness ot the Lord, the goodness of the Lord, was never
more fally made known, glorified, and expressed, than in
the resurrection of Messiah from the grave and power of
death. He was hereby declared to be Jehoval’s anointed
king; and by it he was fully and for ever delivered from
all imputation of sin, from the curse of the law, which was
fully 1mflicted on him during his passion; from every sor-
row, paio, trial, enemy, and evil. It might well, with
beauty, and most emphatically, be pronounced by our
Lord, then, by way of address to his divine Father, I will
freely sacrifice unto thee; I will praise thy name, O Lord,
Jor it i3 good. Christ bimself could not but consider what
great things the Lord had done for him. It well became
him to expuess, to and before Jehovah, the voice of praise
and thanksgivings for the same. He here doth it, giving
his own reason for it.

V. 7. For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: end
mine eye hath seen his desirve upon mine enemics.

This was completed by the resurrection of Christ, from
death to life eternal. Ile being thus delivered from all his
dangers, and out of the hands of all his enemies, blesseth.
and praiseth Jehovah. When we consider Christ, the man
in God, taken up into personal wnion with one of the holy
Oues in Jehovah, and that he was the object and subject of
all the love of the holy Ones ; him in whowm all the election
of grace had their being, existence, life, glory, and blessed-
ness from everlasting: that in him is the beginning of all
their prophecies—that he is their centre, and perfection ;
it most assuredly casts a most glorious blaze of light on
each, aud every Psalm. Not that it is to be expected, any
one individual sees the full meaning of the Holy Glost,
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concerning the revelation of Christ, made known in them.
No; it is utterly impossible. In the man Christ Jesus dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead personally; and it is reflected
throughout his whole soul and body. It is reflected in his
will, understanding, memory, thoughts, affections; itis to
be seen in all his words and actions ; in all his prayers and
praises ; in all his thanksgivings and blessings ; so also is it
reflected in all his sorrows, sufferings, persecutions, and
every thing which he endured im the contradiction of sinners
against himself. In reading the book of Psalms, it is good
to view Christ and distinctly apprehend him, as one in the
cssence with the Father and the Holy Ghost, the incom-
prehensible Jehovah ; as God-man, the image of the in-
visible God, the fellow of the Lord of hosts. Next, as we
view him as the head of the whole election of grace, as the
foundation and centre of the whole creation of God : as the
Mediator of reconciliation, as the Saviour of his body the
church: as the Captain of their salvation, as him who hath
triumphed in their nature, over his, and all their enemies,
there is a peculiar glory results from each of these views
and apprehensions ot him, who is our all. May the Holy
Ghost, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, whose
office it is to glorify Christ, and testify of him, and shed
abroad in the hearts of believers a sense of the Father’s
love, bless his beloved and called ones with an-increasing
knowledge of the Father’s everlasting love, and the person
and salvation, victories and triumphs, conquests and glories
of our most precious, and now glorified Inunanuvel. Awmen.

PSALM THE FIFTY-FIFTH.

To the Chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschit, of David,
is the title of this Psalm before us.

It is supposed by some, David wrote it, when driven out
of Jerusalem by the rebellion, and in danger of being sud-
denly cut off, und that he speaks of the treachery of Ahi-
thophel, who was a type of Juadas Iscariot and of his fatal
end. We may rest assured, Duvid’s case was made use of,
as a fit subject and sewson, to write aad sct forth the Lord
Jesus.

The subject matter of it is, a prayer, cr prophecy of
Christ. In which the violency ot his Jewish enemies is
recorded ; the state of his holy mind s expressed; his re-
quest that the iniquitous counsels of his enemies may be:
confounded, especially that the traitor may be most awlully
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dealt with. He foretells the ruin of his enemies; he speaks
of his own reestablishment as the Messiah, notwithstanding
all his enemies. It seems that these Psalms in this second
book, which [ am going to recite, viz. the 52d; the 54th,
55th, and also the 36th, 57th, 58th, 59th, and 60th, were
written on some particular trials and circumstances which
befel David; in which he was most remarkably fitted to be
a type of his great antitype. And the titles given to each of
these, confirm the same. We may from hence ohserve, thatas
no part of our Lord’s sufferingsis omitted in this sacred part
of the Holy Spirit’s testimony concerning him, so the various
enemies of Christ, and his various persecutions are also
described. May it be given us; in reading them, so to un-
derstand Christ in them, that he becoming more precious to
us thereby, we may set the crown ‘of crowns on his head ;
he being the prince of peace, and having made peace by the
blood of his cross. _

V. 1. To the Chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, of
Dazvid. Give ear to my-prayer, O God; and hide not thyself’
Jrom my supplication.

Thus our great Mediator addresseth himself, on his own
behalf, to the divipe Majesty. He entreats for audience ;
he requests the ear of the divine Father. This was agree«
able to covenant acts, purposes, and transactions. The ear
of God being attentive, 1t would be certain evidence he
would not hide bimself, or fail of eatering into the whole
supplication offered up by the Messiah.

V. e. dttend unto me, and hear me : I mourn in my com-
plaint, and make a noise.

~ Here is matter of great instruction. We may learn mach
frow it, the Lord the Spirit being our teacher. Here is
the form of address—the matter of address—the importu-
nity of the address—the simplicity contained in it—what
the petitioner felt whilst he offered up his request.  Give
ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not thyself from my sup~
plication. Attend unto me, and hear me: 1 mourn in ny coms
plaint, and make a noise. Where, in whom, could all this be
found in its perfection, so as fully to come up to these ex-
pressions, but in the God-man, Christ Jesus, our glorivus
Mediator, surety, and representative ! Surely in none but
him could it be. Next follows why it was, Christ thes sup-

licated the divine Father, and was thus importunate with
Kim. He gives his own reason for it in the next words,
which are expressive of the state and circumstances he was
then iu.

YOL. I. 2L
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V. 3. Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the op-
pression of the wicked, for they cast iniquity upon me, and in
wrath they hate me. :

This was most exactly the case with Messiah, in the day
of his Passion. When the Jewish rulers, and the whole
multitude of the people, were filled with rage against him;
when they cried out, Away with him, away with him ; cru-
cify him; when they surrounded him; when they most
cruelly oppressed him; when they laid grievous things to
his charge, when they char%led him with being guiity of
blasphemy and sedition; when their hatred and wrath
against him, broke forth in its uttermost rage and cruelty.
Surely he needed divine succour. Jesus hated, slandered,
and persecuted, needed the eye, the ear, the help of God.

V. 4. My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors -
of death are fallen upon me.

These words are very expressive of our Lord’s mind on his
passion-night. He knew all the plots of his enemies against
him ; he knew thie trcachery of Judas, and his dissimulation ;
he knew the hour was come for him to suffer: he had in-
stituted the memorial of it, and reviewed what he was to
sustain in the ovdinance of his Supper. After which, he
went forth over the brook Cedron. As he passed on, know-
ing all which would now befal him, his heart was sore
pained within him. It was to be seen by looking on bis
blessed face, which was now distorted with grief: for be
began to be sorrowful,and very heavy. He was sore amnz-
ed; he was exceeding sorrowful. He said, My soul is ex-
ceeding sorrowful, even unto death.

V. 5. Learfulness and trembling are come upon me, and
horror huth overwhelmed me. ,

This was most strictly true, and fully rcalized in our Lord
Jesus Christ, when he was in the garden of Gethsemane.
There our sins met on him; there the Lord laid thenr on
him ; there the fire of divine wrath caine down on him. He
there felt the curse due to sin. He prayed, Father, if it be
possible, iet this cup pass from me. ‘The terrors of God’s
wrath there fell cn him, so that he was in an agony, and
sweat great drops of blood. lle was there overwhelmed
with horror; he there found it a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God; he gave up his will to his divine
Father, saying, not my will but thine be done.

V. 6. And 1 said, Ok that I had wings like a dove! for then
would I fly away, and be at rest.

This is expressive of the sorrowful and calamitous cass
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Messiah was in from his Jewish enemies. It was after he
had been sweating great drops of blood, he was betrayed,
seized upon, and bound by his enemies. He might there-
fore well express his sorrowful condition, in prophecy, in
such an exclamation as this ; that, like a bird of innocency
and peace, he might fly away into solitude and retirement,
and be at rest from the rage, noise, and tumult of his
enemies.

V. 7. Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the
wilderness. Selak.

Which is a continuation of the sarve subject. The word
Selah is added to it, to suggest the importance of it. Whilst
our Lord’s will in all his sufferings was invariably and im-
mutably one and the same, yet these words here are very
expressive of the views he had of the sufferings and coarse
treatment he should experience fromn his own countrymen
the Jews. He continues this sabject.

V. 8. Twould hasten my escape from the windy storm and
tempest.

It is to set forth the state of our Lord in his passion.
What the humanity saw ; what was felt. [t was desiguned by
the eternal Spirit, to shew that our Lord’s mind was appre-
hensive of every part of his sufferings, and also to give an
idea ot his frame and feeling under them. It was not that
Christ reluctated at them, and wanted to get out of the
hauds of his enemies. No: he saidto Peter, Thinkest thou that
I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give
me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? Matthew xxvi.
ver. 53, 54. Some say by twelve legions of angels, the
number must amount tv seventy-nine thousand, nine hun-
dred, ninety-eight, or, eighty-one thousand, nine hundred
and sixty.

In the following verses from the 9th to the 14th inclusive,
an account is given of the iniquitous counsels of Messiah’s
enemies ; of the treachery and baseness of Judas lIscariot
and a prayer is put up that their tongues may be divided
and that these enemies might be destroyed. This is the pro-
phecy of it, the evangelists give an account of the fulfil-
ment thereof.

V. 9. Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues: for I
have seen tiolence and strifz in the city.

The city of Jerusalem was full of violence and strife, at
the time of Christ’s Passion. He was violently seized upon
at. midnight; he was arraigned before a prejudiced court;
false witnesses were brought forth with thor charges aguinst

eLC
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him ; yet they were so perplexed in what they said in open
court, that they were contradictory to each other, and
nothing could be made out of it. Thus our Lord’s inno-
cency remained, whilst their tongues were divided, so that
they could not go on with their lying accusations. Thus
our Lord’s prayer, here before us, was answered. Our
Lord’s eyes were as ‘flanes of fire. He kuew the utmost of
their violence, strife, rage and malice against his person, as
the true Messiah, the anointed one, sent of God, whom they
rejected as their king, though he was so truly. Yet they
said, H'e will not have this man to reign over us. A further
account is given of them.

V.10. Day and night they go about it upon the walls there-
of : mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it.

The violence and strife meutioned in tiie foimer verse, are
here described as going about the walls, as an armed band
to guard the city. To promote rebellion, and protect the
rebels, and banish Christ, the king of Zion, that he be not
admitted ever more to enter the metropolis. Mischief and
sorrow are the subjects, which engross the minds of the
Jewisii rulers.  They consult how to put Christ to death.

V.11, Wackedness is in the midst thereof : deceit and guile
depart not from her strects,

Wickedness, accompanied with deceit and guile, and
swrounded with violcnce and strife as its guard, were all
found in Jerusalew, in the night of Christ's surrows
and overwhelming sufferings.  This was evidence:d by their
admitting Judas to betray his Lord and Master into their
hands: an act of the most horrible baseness tn them, as well
as the basest perlidy in him.  Yet it matters nct, so that
they can but get Christ into their hausds.  They can neither
live, nor be happy once singic mowment, except they reek
their bands in his most innocent blood ; they must 1ake
away his life, let the consequence of it be what itmay. They
will rather give themsclves up to be under the inluence of
the devil, and be under the influence of the powers of dark-
ncss, than miss the present opportunity of putting Christ to
death. O! tremendous! yet it was all this, as it re-pected
the state of their minds, without an hyperbole. An ac-
count is given in the next three verses of Abithophel, as a
type of Judas the Letrayer.

V. 12. For it was not an enemy that reproached me ; then [
could have borneit: neither was it he that hated e that did
magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself
Jrom him.

No doubt but it was very grievous to David, for his son
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and subjects to rebel against him, Tt doubtless went to his
very heart, when he was told that Ahithophel, his particular
counselior, was among the conspirators. Oa his being in-
formed of it, he prayed thus: O Lord, I pray thee, turn
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. The Lord heard
and answeréd this prayer. Hushai, by the providence of
God, overset the good counsel Ahithophel gave Absalom.
On which, plainly perceiving how things would go, Ahi-
thophel went to his house, set his affairs in order, and
hanged himself. So did Christ’s betrayer. It must be a
stab to our Lord’s heart, the dissimulation and treachery of
Judas to him. He speaks of it as such. Judas was also a
type of the Jewish nation. 1lis awtul and tremendous end,
was typical of the destruction of the Jewish people, and
nation, for a season, on account of their rejecting of the
true Messiah,

V. 13. But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and
mine acquaintance.

He was guide to them which took Jesuns; he was admitted
by our Lord into outward fellowship with him ; he was one
of our Lord’s acquaintance; he knew whither our Lord
went for prayer and meditation; he was numbered by our
Lord with the twelve ; yet he, under the very formof friend-
ship, betrays his Lord.

V. 14. We took sweet counsel together,and walked unto the
house of God in company.

Thus the many aggravating circumstances of treason
and treachery in Ahithophel and Judas, the one against
David, the other against Christ, are recited. They are
most strongly expressed. Our Lord himself, in the hearing
of Judas, said on that very night in which he betrayed him,
The Son of man goeth as 1t is sworitten of him: but woe unto
that man b]l/ whom the Son of man is betrayed ! It had been
good for that man if he had ot been born. Then Judus,
which betrayed him, answered and said, Master,isit I? Ie
said unto him, Thou hast said. Matthew xxvi. ver. 24, 25.
The rewmaining part of this Psalm contains a solemn pre-
diction concerning Christ’s Jewish enemies; of his own de-
liverance; of God's preservation of him ; and of the de-
straction of his enemies. And it concludes with his own
declaration, that he will trust in Jehovah,

V. 15. Let death seize upon them, and let them go down
quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings, and
among them.

Thus, in this prophecy, an intimation was given of the
awful end of Ahithophel, Absalom, the enemics of David,
snd traitors to his crown and dignity ; and also the destruc~
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tion of Judas Iscariot, and Jewish people, who were in
open rebellion against the person, throne, crown, dignity,
kingdom, and government of the Lord Jesus Christ. Their
sudden destruction here predicted, seems to point at the
destruction of those rebels against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, The earth open-
ed its mouth, and they went down alive into the pit, and
closed upon them. It was sudden destruction from the al-
mighty tothem. They perished ; so will all the enemies of
Christ. Judas perished suddenly : so did the Jews. And
the words are very expressive of the manner in which the
bottomless pit will one day shut its mouth for ever upon all

Christless sinners.
V. 16. 4s_for me, I will call upon God; and the Lord shall

save me.

This the Lord Jesus Christ did. He called upon Jehovah; he
found him near to save him; he had done so in the former
part of this Psalm ; he knew the Father heard, and heareth
him always; he declares what his practice should be.

V. 17. Lvening, and morning, and at noon, will { pray,
and cry aloud, und he shall hear my voice.

Sowme say, morning, evening, and noon, were the three
hours of prayer in the Jewish church. It is very certain
Daniel prayed three times a day; und he looked toward
Jerusalem, which was expressive of his looking to the per-
son, sacrifice, and intercession of the glorious Mediator.
There was a royal decree to prohibit this; but this man,
greatly beloved, was not kept trom his devotions by this.
Read the 6th chapter of the book which bears his name. I
conceive, in the words before us, the continuation of prayer
is what is intended. As also the intensity of the mind as
engaged in the performance, and the faith of certain ex-
pectation to be heard.

V. 18. He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle
that was against me : for there were many with me.

This was the casc literally with David, who after a
battle between the rebels and the men of Israel bad been
fought in the wood of Ephraim, and Absalom had been slain
by Joab and his men, who encompassed him about as he
hung on the bows of an ouk, by means of the hair of
his head being entangled therein, was delivered in peace,
and returned victorious and triumphant to the capital.
So our Lord Jesus Christ, the true antitypical David,
rose from the dead, and returned to the heavenly Jerusalem,
a victorious and triumphant conqueror over all his enemies.
It was Jehovah the Father gave Messiah the victory. He
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and his church are one, He could say, as their head and
conqueror, They that are with us, are more than they which
are against us.

V. 19. God shall kear, and afflict them, even he that abideth
of old. Selah. Because they have no changes, therefore they
fear not God.

God is from everlasting to everlasting unchangeably the
same. He is the God of Christ and of all his pcople in him.
It is his will to heac the prayer of Christ the Mediator, on
his own behalf, and on theirs also. It is Jehovah the Fa-
ther’s will, to humble Christ’s enemies, The word Selah is
here placed in the midst of the verse. God shall hear, and
afflict them, even he that abideth of old, or from eternity.
Selah. Mark this. Berause they have no changes therefore
they fear not God. They do not set their hearts to under-
stand the Lord’s ways in providence and grace. This is the
reason why they fear not God. His dispensations are lost
on them in this sense. They do not operate and produce a
real change in them. Nor did they on the apostate Jews,
after our Lord’s most glorious and triumphant resurrection,

V. 20. He hath put forth his hands against such as be at
peace with him : he hath broken his covenant.

This is a further description of Ahithophel and Judas.
They were each of them what they are here declared, per-
fidious traitors. The one was a traitor to his king, the other
to his Lord and Master. They both brake the covenant of
friendship.

V. 21. The words of his mouth were smoother than butter,
but war was in his heart : his words were softer than oil, yet
were they drawn swords.

This 1s expressive of the cant of these men. Whatsoever
Ahithophel might say to David, how smooth his words
might be, yet he bore him a secret grudge, and was de-
termined to join with Absalom against him. As for Judas
he came to Christ, with Master, master, and kissed him,
and at the same moment gave the band of soldiers this token,
that they might seize on him.

V. 22. Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sys-
tain thee ; he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.

Thus our Lord encourages his beloved ones. He gives
them here most blessed instruction; he commands them to
cast them all off themselves upon Jehovah. The apostle
Peter mukes use of these words thus: Casting all your care
upon him, i. e. on God; for he careth for you. See 1 jpin.
c{:ap. v. ver. 7. He who bore our sins, and carried our sor-
yows, and who will never suffer the righteous to be moved
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off himself, the one everlasting rock and foundation, would
have us cast our every care, burthen, grief, and vexatious
concern on him, le hath our real good at heart; he is
truly interested in uvs, and concerned for us. We cannot
honour him more thau ia so doing,.

V. 23. But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the
pit of destruction: bloody and deceiiful men shall not live out
half their days; but Iwill irust in thee.

Ve have full evidence of this, in the instances of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram. Also in Absalom, Ahithophel, and
Judas ; and also in the destruction of Jerusalem, and those
rebels and murderers of the Son of God, the unbelieving
and apostate Jews, The Psalm concludes with these words,
But I will trust in thee. May we trust in bim, even our
Lord Jesus Christ, who alone can save and destroy.
Amen. '

PSALM THE FIFTY-SIXTH.

Tothe Chicf Musician upon Jonath-elem-rechokim, Michiam
of David, when the Philistines took him in Gath. The word
Micktam signifies a golden Psalm. This is the title of the
10th Psalm, also of this and the four following ones. One
speaking on the whole title of this 56th Psalm, says, ¢ the
words of this titdein the original have a doubie signification,
and may be interpreted either metaphorically, a dumd
dove, for so Jona signifieth ; in a far country, or strange
{aed, so Jeromn s or more properly, for a soul suffering vio-
leace in a far country. Yor the first word usually iterpretéd
dove, is taken also 1u the other sense properly, and in ils na-
tural sigunification for soul suffering violence, in both which
senses, David applieth this title to himself in his great
distress.

David by a metaphor compares himself to dumb doves in
a far counéry. Because when he was driven out of Judea,
his own country, by Saul, who sought his life, and from the
worship of God, and forced to fly to Gath wmongst the
Philistines, yet with paticnce, meekuess, and silence, escap-
ing, he ueither sought reveuge, though it was in his power,
nor shewed any unpatience, but betook himself in silence
unto God, as if he had becn dumb, and mourning like a
dove. We may apply this Psalm to Christ, of whom he
was a type.” Junius referreth the words, Jonatsi-elem-recho-
kim, to the soul suffering wiolence, enclosed by a band or
multitude of Philistines, enemies to him and his God. Some
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read the words, To the Master of the Iarmony, which is all
one in sense, as 1o him that excelleth, or, Chief Musician,
Michtam of David; i. e. The excellency of this Psalm is as
precious as gold. [ shall consider the subject matter of the
Psalm. It foreshews, in what befell David, what would be
the case with the antitypical David, who here makes his sup-
plication to God. He places all his hopes and confidence
m him, for deliverance from the wiles and stratagems of
his adversaries, His mind is supported from the consider-
ation, that all his sufferings are before the Lord, who will
appear on his behalf. He expresseth his faith in the divine
promises. He concludes, by offering up praise and thanks-
giving.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician upon Jonath-elem-rechokim,
Michtam of David, when the Plulistines took him in Gath.
Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up;
ke fighting daily oppresseth me.

1t seems to have been written about the same time with
the 34th Psalm, only this was first, when he wasin the hande
of the Philistines, and the other when he was escap:d out
of their hands, Be this as it might, David on the occasion
was a figure of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was persecuted
by the Jews, and also surrounded by the Rowmaus ; so-that
he was taken by them, was in their hands, and severely:
treated by them.  In these views of the subject, we have him
here a dumb dove, altogether meek and passive under all
the coutradiction, rage, malice and fury of his enemies
against his person. lle was adove for innocency and purity,
yet his soul suffered violently from the rage ol his enemies ;
from the scorning and despitetulness of the proud He was
as a dove in a far country, being taken from one place to
another ; from one court to another to be examiued. Ile
mourned like a dove, in consequence of the bitter usage he
met with during the season ol his passion. He might well
therefore offer the following prayer, when he was in these
circumstances, and say, Be merciful unto me, O God. None
but Jehovah could shew merey to him. He wanted his
wind to be supported ; he wanted suited compassion and

ity to be wmaumitested to him, and to be exercised towards
{:im, so as that he might be animated thereby. He gives
his reason for his request, saving, For man would swallow
me up. Saul and his courtiers would have very gladly swal-
lowed up David, so would the Philistioes and men of Gath
when he was in their hands. “The rulers and the people
would gladly have swallowed up Messiah, when he was in
their hands; they were always fighting against him; their



