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over them. Which was most awfully accomplished when
our Lord realized what he spake to the high-priest and
elders, when he said unto them, Nevertheless I say unto you,
Hereafter shull ye sce the Son of man sitting on the right-hand
of Gud, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Matt. xxvi.
ver. 4. The remainder of this Psalim, contains a solemn
detlaration of Christ’s conquests, and triumphs, and con-
cludes with his thanks and praises to Jehovah for the same.

V.43, Thou hast delivered me from the stirrings of the peo-
ple; and thow hast made me the head of the heathen: a people
whom I have not known shall serve me.

These words are sufficient to prove, David king of Israel
could not be the subject of this Psalm. He was never made
the head of the heathen. It is our Christ alone, to whom all
this belongs. He was delivered from the stirrings of the
people of the Jews, at his resurrection. At his ascension, he
was above and beyond all their strivings against him. He
poured out of his Spirit. He enlarged Zion’s borders. He
sent his gospel to the heathen. He drew by the cords of his
love, as with the bands of a nan, multitudes of elect persons
amongst them, after him. Thus he becaine their head. Thus
2 people, whom he had not before sent his word unto, were
brought to acknowledge him. To believe on him. To
serve him. By submitting 10 the gospel and the ordinances
thereof.

V. 44. dssoon as they hear of me, they shall obey me ; the
strangers shall submit themselves unto me.

It was by the preaching the gospel, the door of faith was
opened to the Gentiles. They heard the word of the gospel,
and believed. They obeyed Christ, by submitting to be
saved by him alone. Thus these who had been strangers
were brought to the knowledge and acknowledgment of
him. And this was done speedily. For the word of the Lord
run and was glorified in tﬁe apostle’s day, as appears from
what is recorded in the Acts of the Apostles.

V. 45. The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of
their close places.

It seems to be expressive of the hand of the Lord exerted,
so as for the enemies of his gospel among the heathen, to
be humbled, and fearing and dreading the arm of Omnipo-
tence. This will be the case, in thelast days, when the Lord
will prove his Godhead, in bringing into subjection all who
dare oppose him.

V.46. The Lord liveth ; and blessed be my Rock ; and let
the God of my salvation be exalted.

Jehovah liveth a life of essential blessedness, whoily in-
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comprehensible. He is life essentially. His life is a perpe-
tual activity. e liveth as the Head of Christ. As the God
of Christ. To fulfil his covenant engagements to him. To
ratify and confirm bis oath which he hath sworn to him.
To make ali contained in it good to him. In the view of
which, the Mesciah here rejoiceth.  He blesses Jehovah as
his Rock. As the Ged of his salvation.  All which is most
truly consistent with all before. He now having obtained an
entire conquest, and being deliverced out of the hands of all
his enemies, gives afresh the glory of the same to Jehovah,
The whole glory of grace, in all its acts, in Christ, on Christ,
by Christ, through Christ, will in the altimatum be all given
in praise, worship, thanksgiving, and blessing, both by Christ,
and his whole church, to Jehovah.

V. 47. It is Godthat avengethme, and subdueth the people
unlo me,

Thus Christ honoureth the Father, by ascribing all his
salvation, deliverances, the spread of his gospel, the sub-
duing all enemies unto him.

V. 48. He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou lift-
est me up above those that rise up against me: thou hast delis
vered me from the violent man. Or,man of violence.

Whilst, according to the titie of the Psalin, Saul is men-
tioned, and may be alluded unto here; yet I conceive it is
only to express by him, and his nawe, one, forall the ene-
mies of Christ. It may not be amiss to enumerate all the
deliverances here particularized before wus, in this Psalm.
1. The deliverance wrought for Christ, when the sorrows of
death compassed him. When the floods of ungodly men
made bim afraid. When the sorrows of hell compassed him,
and the snares of death prevented him. 2. The Father’s
raising him from the dcac], whercby he was completely de-
livered out of the hands of all his enemics. 3. The destruc-
tion of his enemics the Jews, by the vengeance of the Lord
which came down upon them. 4. The extension of Christ’s
mediatorial kingdom, power, and authority, among the hea-
then. For all these wonder{ul salvations, and deliverances,
wrought out for Christ, by Jehovah the Father, he gives
thanks, and blesseth him. For his complete deliverance out
of the hands of all his enemies, he offers this Psalm of praise
to Jehovah.

V. 49. Therefore will I give thanks unto thece, O Lord,
among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name.

The apostle quotes these words, as containing a prophecy
of the calling of the Gentiles to the knowledge of Christ.
His words are, Now Isay that Jesus Christ was a minister of
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the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers. And that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy ; asitiswritten, For this cause I will confess
unto thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. Rom.,
xv.ver.8,9. Wemay consider Christ the head, as speaking
in the name of the Gentile church, and giving thanks on
their behalf, for the gospel sent unto them.

V. 50. Great deliverance giveth he to his king, and sheweth
mercy to his anointed, to David, and (o his seed for evermore.

hich is an acknowledgment of the continual deliver-

ance the Father giveth to ns king, i. e, Christ, Mediator.
He sheweth mercy to him, and bhis anointed ones. To Da-
vid, the beloved one, and to all the elect in him. And the con-
tinuance of it is for ever. This is our Lord’s declaration. Thus
the Psalm closes. May the Lord bless it. Amen.

PSALM THE NINETEENTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the chief Musician, a Psalm
of David.

The argument, or subject of this scripture.

It differs from all the former. Under the account given of
the visible heavens, aud firmament, with the sun, the glory
of it, we have Christ set forth; and his glory, as the Bride-
groom of his church., Also in it is contained a prophecy,
which concerns the New Testament church, as appears from
a quotation made by the apostle Paul, and apphed to the
apostolic church, Romans xv. ver. 18. The imagery ia this
Psalm, concerning the open visible heavens, is most sub-
lime. The glory, grandeur, and majesty of the heavens, is
made use of, to set forth the ¢hurch of Christ, here in our
world. Itis compared to heaven for its purity. Christ is the
one sun which enlightens it. His ministers are fixed in its
firmament, as stars in it. He declares his glory, and utters
forth his glorious praise. His gospel is described. His ordi-
nances are expressed. Their worth and sweetness are ex-
pressed. With the effects which they produce. A prayer is
put up, to be kept from presurmptuous sins. The Psaln is
closed with a request that the expression of thelips, and the
meditation of the mind wmight be acceptable in the sight of
Jchovah.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician, a Psalm of David. The hea-
vens declare the glory of God; and the firmument sheweth his
handy work,

The outward expressions contained in these words, secem
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to be almost literally and universally inscribed on the human
mind. The fimament over our heads, that wonderful expan-
sion, with itsluminaries, sun, moon, and stars, are as a glass
in which we see clear and glorious evidence of the glory,
majesty, wisdom, power, goodness, and grandeur of ﬁeity.
The heaven, the powers which reside in them, the proper-
ties which belong to them, are great beyond description, and
wonderful beyond expression. Our Bible tells us, In the
beginning God created the heaven, i.e. the matter out of
which fire, light, and air, were produced. God having
created the matter or substance of the heavens, put the se-
veral parts together in such a manner and order, as to ren-
der it fit to operate, when he should be pleased to set it into
motion, that it should act in such a manuer, as to carry on
all the operations of nature. The celestial ether is exceed-
ingly fine and pure, free from all gross and defiling mix-
tures. The Leavens are exceedingly strong and firm, The
celestial ether is in continual commotion and circulation.
The skies are in continual expansion. They lean aside or in-
cline more one way than another. It is by this means, all
motion in nature is produced or continued in the most re-
gular and effectual manner, and in the most exact and beau-
tiful proportion. Let all this be artended uuto, and we shall
say, as in the words before us, the heavens declure the glory of
Giod, and the firmament sheweth his handy work. The chief
contents of the heavens or skies, are thesc: 1. The dark-
ness. 2. The spirit, orair. 3. The light. 4. The lumina-
ries and their fluxes. 5. The fire. 6. The density. The sub-
stance of the heavens are one. The conditions of the hea-
vens are three, fire, light, and ir. The solar fire, light, and
spirit, or air, rule the carth, and all its motions. So that
hereby an outward evidence is given of the nature and per-
sons in Deity. 'The Essence ot the beavens is one. The
agency of them, in their distinct conditions, are three. They
cannot act one without the other; because they coexist in
each other, and may be considered as emblems and outward
memorials of the Three in Jehovah. And thus it may be
truly said, the heavens declare the glory of God, and the fir-
mament sheweth his handy work. And thus, as it is revealed
that there is fire as, the centre of the vniverse, and a density
at the circumference, and of spirit, or air, and light, as act-
ing all along between the centre, and the circumference, we
have the full plan of Nature’s operations. So we may behold
in the visible heavens, a glorious display of the Godhead ot
Jehovah, Father, Svn, and Spirit, who exist, and coexist in
one and the sawe Incomprehensible Essence.
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In the Scriptures of the New Testament, the church of
Christ is compared to heaven. The ministers of it to stars.
The nature, plan, end and design of it being from heaven,
and of an heavenly original, and to promote an heavenly end
and design. Inthe church of Christ, in David’s time, the high
priest’s robe was all of bluc; to shew it was the colour of the
heavens in their clearness,and to suggest he was a figure and
memorial of him who was the Lord from heaven, Christ is
the glory of his church. Heisthegloryof God. e reflectsall
the glory of God in a manifestative way, upon his churchin
earth and heaven. In him, and in the true knowledge of
him, his saints and churches receive and apprehend the true
nature of the Godhcad—the Persons in the Godhead—the
love, will, council, and covenant of the Three in Godhead;
and all the glorious shine of the Incomprehensible Three
shine into their minds, in the face of Jesus Christ. The firma-
ment, or expansion, which is that vast expansion which is
over us, and surrounds us on all sides, shews the handy work
of God. Itis expressive of the greatness ot his power. Sothe
power which the Lord puts forth in his people, in their rege-
neration, conversion, in working faith in them, in revealing
Christ in them, in working in them the whole good pleasure
of his will, and by which we are kept, and shall be raised up at
the last day, is a vast expression of Godhead. For which the
apostle gives thanks. Saying, Now unto him that is able to
do exceeding abundantly, above all that we ask, or think, ac-
cording to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen. Lph. ii. ver. 20, 1.

V. 2. Day unto day ultereth speech, and night unto night
sheweth knowledge.

There is contiuually the same exhibition of God’s glory,
majesty, and excellency. The face of the firmamcut by day,
and the face of it by night, may be said to express, and
shew forth matter for perpetual praise.  When the sun aris-
eth, and it is a morning without clouds, and the sky is se-
rene, itis glorious to behold the heavens, when they shine
forth most brizht and clear. At night, when the sky is full
of stars, when we Lehold the milky way, and view the grand
constellutions thercin, we cunnot but be filled with admniring
and adoring thouzhits of God. So when the day is dark
with clouds, and storms and tempests, thunderings and light-
nings are by niglt, even then we read lessons of instructions
from these. Andmay well ery out, With God is terrible ma-
Jjesty. Soin the chureh of Christ, there is perpetual matter
of instruction. in every state, revolution, and day and night
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which take place therein, there are fresh discoveries made of
God, and fresh matter given for his praise, and fresh ex-
citements thereunto.

V. 8. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is
not heard.

No. Jehovah hath given the sun to rule the day. The
moon and the stars to govern the night. God hath divided
these to all the nations under the whole heaven. They may
see in them the glordy, greatness, majesty, and sovereignty of
the Most High God, and confess to his praise that his king-
dom ruleth over all. Jehovah addresses men as men: thus,
Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these
things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them
all by names, by the greatness of his might, for that ke is strong
in power ; not onc faileth. Tsa. x1. ver. 26. They all proclaim,
as one beautifully expresses it, ¢ The hand that made them is
divine/

V. 4. Their line ts gone out through all the earth, and their
words unto the end of the world : in them he hath set a taber-
nacle for the sun.

This contains a further account of the outspread firma-
ment. Of its extent. Of its language and speech addressed
to all. Of its open and visible display of Godhead. Of its
declaration of him. Of its address to all the inhabitants of
the world, who see and behold it. To all which is added the
principal glory of it. The material sun, which is placed in
the very midst of the expanse; as in the middle, or centre
of the universe. It hath a tabernacle prepared for it. And
is the soul of all created nature. The very glory of the whole
system of nature. It sends out its light and brightness in
every direction. 1t fills the whole heavens with its glory. Its
rising and setting are one of the grandest sights in nature. It
is the one grand type, figure, and symbol of Christ in nature.
There is but onc sun in our system, to enlighten and enliven
the whole of it. There is butone Sun of Righteousness, o en-
liven and enlighten the whole system of grace and glory.
The light of the sun reaches from the centre to the circumte-
rence. It penetrates to the very bottom of the sca. Thelight
which flows from Christ the sun of righteousness, reaches to
all the saints, both in heaven and earth. As the outspread
firmament over our heads, is filled with the solar light, so
the whole firmament of grace, and glory, is illumined by
Christ. He fills every part of it. He reflects his light, his
grace, his glory, in his celestial influences on his saints there-
by. The apostle gives us a most pleasing and gospel exposi-
tion of thesc words, and applies it to the preaching the gos-
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el by the apostles : thus— But, I say, have they not heard 2
g’es verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words
into the ends of the world. Rom. x. ver. 18. In and by the
apostles of the Lord and Saviour, the gospel of Christ hath
been preached far and wide. Hereby the name, the fame,
the salvation, righteousness, sacrifice—his death, burial, re-
surrection, ascension ; his perfume and fragrancy, his glory
and renown, have been spread far and wide. This was fore-
told in these words before us. This was fulfilled in the days
of the apostles. This will be more fully accomplished, as it
respects the universal spread of the gospel, before the close
of time ; when a nation shall be born at once.  When from
the rising to the setting sun, the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ shall be great among the Gentiles, and in every place
meun shall be blessed in him, and all nations shall call him
blessed. One cannot but pray, Hasten, O Lord, that blessed
time, O let thy kingdom come. As Christ is the sun to en-
lighten his ministers, and send them forth to preach and
proclaim him, so be is in the midst of his church; as the
material sun is in the midst of the visible heavens. In them
hath he set a tabernacle for the sun. The God, whose glories
the heavens declare, whose omnipotent power is displayed in
the open firmament of heaven. Whose praise is uttered day
by daly, and night, by their regular vicissitudes and returns,
By whose constant operations and successions, there is no
people, spee;ch,nor language, where their voices, in proclaim-
ing the self-existence of the first cause, and last end of all
things are not declared. The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, in the council of his will, made known to, and
as one with the will of the Essential Word and coeternal
Spirit, prepared a tabernacle for the Son of his nature and
love to inhabit. The humanity of Christ is this tabernacle,
In it all the fulness of the Godhead personally dwelleth. The
word was made flesh. God was manifest in the flesh. In him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead. The humanity is
God’s tabernacle. Let them make me a tabernacle, or sanc-
tuary, that I may dwell among-them, says Jehovah, (Exodus
xxv, ver. 8) when lie is setting before them the reality of the
incarnation of Christ. The incarnation of the Second Per-
son in the incomprehensible Jehovah, is, next to the Trinity
in Unity, the greatest of all mysteries. Christ is God-man.
‘The Glory of the Lord. The God of Glory. The Lord of
Glory. He took our nature into union with his person, that
he might shine forth, and reflect all his personal glory, so far
as it can shine forth ou us, either in earth, or heaven. As
the sun of grace and glory, he shines forth throughout the
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whole volume of inspiration. In the whole revelation of grace.
In all the mysteries declared in it. In all the prophecies and
promises recorded init. In all the symbols, types, sacrifices,
and memorials of him, given therein. In his own personal
incarnation, life, sacrifice, asceusion, glorification, and coro-
nation. In all preached of, and revealed concerning himj in
the complete revelation made of him in the everlasting gos-
pel of the blessed God. He outshines the whole world, and
exceeds every image taken from nature to set him forth. He
outshines the whole revelation made of him throughout the
scriptures of truth. Yea, he outshines heaven itself, and all
contained therein. He is to us, on earth, the sun of grace. He
is to those in heaven, the sun of glory. As the uncreated sun,
he reflects his bright beains, and sacred influences on his mi-
nisters, on his churches, on all his saints. He is the ordinance
of grace, of life, of salvation. All mustcome from him. Heis
the ordinance of glory. There is no glory, no blessedness in
heaven out of him. He called his apostles. Ile gave them
their commission. He sent them forth. He appointed where
they should go. They went forth throughout the whole Ro-
man empire. Their words concerning him were effectual.
Their doctrine will remain down to the very end of time.
Their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the
ends of the world. The everlasting gospel is, and may be
compared 10 a tabernacle, as Christ dwells in it. He shines
forth by it. He reveals himself, and great salvation through
it. He enthrones himself in the hearts of his people as they
are led by the Holy Spirit into the knowledge of it, and of
him, as the subject thereof.

V. 5. Whick is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.

This is a most beavtiful and correct account of the rising
sun. There are marks of royal majesty go before its bright
and glorious appearance. As it breaks forth the horizon is
most gloriously illumined. As it pursues its course, and
shines forth ia its full strength, the heavens are filled with
its glory. Not that we ever saw it in its own native glory,
splendour, and majesty. No. 1 conceive this would be im-
possible. 1t being wholly and altogether a globe of fire. It
1s only seen by us, as it shines upon us through the medium
of the air. W ithout which we could not behold it, and be
refreshed by it. We do not at presentsee Christ as he is. No.
We could not bear it. We now see him through a glass dark-
ly. Itisin our disembodied state, we shall sce Inm face to
face. No earthly Lridegroom came forth from his wardrobe,
so gloriously adorned, on the day of his nnptials, nor Jook-
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ing so cheerful, gay, and glorious, as doth the rising sun.
No strong man ever rejoiced to run his race, nor ever pur-
sued it with that regularity, as doth the rising sun. Nor did
the sun ever pursuc its course more cheerfully and regular-
ly, than the immaterial sun Christ Jesus. The sun is a crea-
ture wholly inanimate. It is the most glorious in the whole
creation of God, which our eyes ever beheld. Tt is from it
all the ideas of glory are derived in scripture. When Christ
was transfigured on the holy mount, it is said, his face shone
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light,  Weight
and glory, are the effects of the action of light, which by en-
tering the minutest pores, communicates the power of ex-
ransion to every atom of matter, however gross or dense, or
arge the body be it belongs to. And thence comes weight or
gravity, strength, and stability, the proper tendency and mo-
tion of bodics, great and small. The Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Bridegroom of his church, exceeds the sun, its
glory, its properties, its constancy, in running its course; it
being but his creature. He isthe Creator of it. He rejoiced
to run his course, to do the will of hiim who sent him into
our world to fulfil all righteousness, to put away sin, to ob-
tain eternal redemption. Ie is in all his present operations
in his churches, and on the minds of his people, what is con-
tained in the expression before us. Heisasa bridegioom most
nobly adorned. Whose glory is transporting. Whose graces
are winning. Whose personisengaging. Whose perfections
are ravishing. He goes forth in his gospel, in all his love,
and in all his splendour.  1le, like an exulting bridegroom,
cometh out of his chamber. He rejoiceth in his work before
him. In running his race. In visiting and refreshing his
people.  In arising and shining upon them. It is the very
delight of his heart so to do. So that the whole here pre-
dicated of the sun in this our system, may with great safety
and propriety be applied to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun
of righteousness, who ariseth on his church with health and
healing under lis blessed beams.

V. 6. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his
circuit unto the ends of it ; and there ts nothing hid from the
heat thereof.

It was before said, in them, i. e. in the heavens, kath he
set a tabernacle for the sun. It means the space round
about the solar orb; whence it comes out decked as a bride-
groom, and as a strong man to run a race; which is thus
described. His goings forth are from the ends of the heavens,
the centre; and his ctreuit, or return, is at the other end, or
extremities, the circumference ; and there is nothing hid from
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the heat thereof. Itisthe warmer, mover, and enlivener of
every thing that hath life, or moves. The solar light is
that vast cone of light whose apex is at the sun, and its base
centres on one hemisphere of the earth. It is in substance,
air melted, thin, fine, subtile, and formed out of darkness,
by the action of fire, at the orb of the sun. The light on
our orb is but a part of it. Light and darkness are air in
different conditions; they are changeable into each other by
the stagnation or fluidity of their component atoms. The
solar light going forth from the orb of the sun, fills all
created nature; so Christ fills all space, all place, all per-
sons, worlds, and things, by his immneusity, omniscicnce, and
omnipresence, All things are naked and opened uato the
eyes of him with whom we have to do. Qur Lord Jesus
hrist extends his most salutary and benign influences to
his whole church, and to cvery individual member of his.
They being each of them members of his body, of his flesh,
and ‘of his bones; and I should conceive, there will be a
season, a period, a place, when he will fully and equally
communicate himself, equally in grace and glory to them.
1 think it now very suitable 10 say, as the sun is the glory
of the world, so Christ is the glory of the church. As we
have but one sun, so there is but one head, one Saviour, one
hope, one Lord Jesus Christ.  As the sun is the cause of all
fruitfulness, so all health, cure, life, salvation, and strength,
come from our Lord Jesus Cbrist alone. As we can have
no light but from the sun, so can we receive no true light
but from Christ. As we cannot receive light by any other
member but the eye, so we can receive Christ into our
minds by no other grace or faculty, but faith. As the sun
transcends and swallows up all other objects and subjects when
we behold it, so does Christ. As we cannot exhaust the
light of the sun by all our receivings from it, so neither can
we Christ. As the sun is now just the same it was the first day,
which was the fourth from the creation, so the Lord Jesus
Chbrist is the very same complete and all-sufficient Saviour
he was, when God first revealed him to fallen man in Para-
- dise. As Sir [saac Newton, with all his knowledge. of the
sun’s diameter, movements, precussions, its distance from
our world, &c. could receive uo more benefit from the same
luminary, than the greatest ignoramnus ; so although one may
know Christ more fully, another saint less, yet all the
children of the most high God receive equally alike out of
the fulness of Christ. As they receive their whole and com-
plete salvation, and will receive the whole of their eternal
glory, out of the fulness of him that filleth all in all,  As,
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according to the words before us, the sun, its fire and light,
extends its influence through created nature, and the whole
system is nourished and cherished thereby ; so Christ com-
municates his life, lizht, grace, and trath, throughout all his
churches, and ministers, and to all his saints. But | must pro-
ceed to the rest of the subject-matter of this Psalm before us.

V. 7. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul :
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

By the law of Jehovah here, is to be understood the
doctrine of Christ; so that it comes in here, very exact
and suited to the subject. [t is asan explanation of what was
said figuratively before concerning the apostles. That their
line went into all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world ; which were the words of grace and truth. For they
preached peace by Jesus Christ. They ceased not daily,
and in every house, to teach and preach Jesus Christ. The
doctrine of Christ is perfect. It is the law of his mouth,
which went from Mount Zion, and this word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. It is the great instrument, in the hand of
the Spirit, of bringing home the elect. It contains the
testimony and record which God hath given concerning
his Son. It is, when known by the light and teaching of
Jehovah the Spirit, all suflicient to make the simple wise
unto salvation, by faith which is in Christ Jesus. As the
Sun of everlasting righteousness is pleased to shine forth in
it, and by it, we all, as in a glass, behold his glory, and are
changed, by views of him, from glory to glory, by the Spirit
Jehovah. As the psalmist has described the gospel of
Chirist, and its blessed power and influence on such as receive
it, he proceeds to speak of the ordinances of it.

V. 8. T'he statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart :
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

Some consider, by the law of the Lord, the testimony 5[ the
Lord, in the former verse, and the statutes of the Lord, the
commandment of the Lord in this, so many distinct terms for
one and the same glorious gospel. [ rether think they should
be considered, us being appropriated thus. The former to the
Gospel. These now before us to the ordinances thereof.
The ordinances of prayer, of praise, and blessing God, are
of diviue appointment. They are the means whereby we
worship Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit. The preaching
of the gospel, the observance of Baptism, and the Lord’s
Supper, are the divine institutions of the Lord Jesus Christ.
They are his statutes. He gave commandinent concerning
them. He will bave them continued in his church until his
sccond coming. They are the meaus, as the Holy Spirit is
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pleased to bless them, of enlightening the eyes of the called
people of God, and by them they are led into further fel-
lowship with God and the Lamb. The effects of the gospel,
and its ordinances, are expressed in the next words.

V.9. The fear of the Lord is clean, endurin Sfor ever : the
judgments ,gf the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

By the fear of the Lord, isto be understood the knowledge
of the Lord. This is the fruit of God’s everlasting love. A
frait of the covenant of grace. A fulfilment of God’s holy
promise. He says, I will give them one heart and one way,
that they may fear me for ever. The true knowledge of the
Lord, in his acts in Christ towards us, and what he is in
Christ Jesus unto us, produces in us, the true fear of the Lord.
Our consciences are purified by faith in the blood of the
Lamb, Where God works he works effectually. His work
in the souls of his people is a perfect work. The Holy Ghost
draws it forth into act and exercise. Suints are constrained
by the efficacy of everlasting love on their minds, to walk, as
having Christ for an ensample. The gospel received by them,
which contains the wisdom of God in a mystery, and is the
fruit of the manifold wisdom of God, which seems expressed
in these words, the judgments of the Lord aretrue, audp righte-
ous altogether. And such cannot but persevere. [t is ex-
pressly declared, the path of the just is as the shining light,
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day. The sweet-
ness of the gospel, of its truths, ordinances, influences, and
gracious effects on the mind, is the next subject, and is thus
expressed : .

V. 10. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold : sweeter also than honey, and the honeycomb.
Or, the dropping of the honeycomb. See the margin.

None so precious as Christ.  None so desirable as he.
Gold is not to be compared with him. Gold was made use
of by the Lord’s command, in the tabernacle and its furni-
ture, to-express his glory. The golden ark, the golden mercy-
seat, the cherubim of glory, covered over with sheet gold,
the golden table on which the shew-bread was laid, the
golden plates which covered the inside of the tabernacle, the
golden crown upon the head of the high priest, were expres-
sive of the worth and glory of Christ. Yet he, the substance,
fur exceedsall this. He is in worth and glory, beyond ali con-
ception. Yes. Heis beyond all which can be couceived of,
either on earth, or in the state of glory. His very gospel,
with all contained in it, his ordinances with all which they
express and declare of him, the fruits and effects of his
grace, produced in communion with bim, are more to be de-
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sired by the spiritual mind than gold. Yea, than much fine
gold. His visits, his communications, his words, his pro-
mise, are sweeter than the honey, or the honeycomb. Not
more delcctable. Nothing can be like unto it. No. Not
honey dropping from the combs, isso sweet to the palate, as
Christ is to the enlightened mind.

V. 11. Moreover Zy them is thy servant warned, and in keep-
ing of them there is great reward.

This is a declaration from experience, of the mighty weight
and authority which divine truth had on the mind of the
propbet. Truth warned him to avoid error. It excited him
to keep the same continually in the thoughts. Heaven was
enjoyed in the subject. Therefore there was great reward
contained in keeping Christ in remembrance. The Psalmist
therefore says for the encouragement of others, who might
and would succeed him, in keeping the truths, and things of
Christ in remembrance, there is great reward.

V. 12. Who can understand hiserrors® cleanse thou me from
seoret faults?

It 13 a question, which if it requires an answer, it must be
this; None can. Our minds are full of activity, Sin is an
active principle. We cannot tell out, nor confess before the
Lord, all our actual sins, nor sinfulness, contained in our
omissions, and commissions. As it respects the wanderings
of our minds from God, and our mental transgressions, there
we most certainly must ever confess our ignorance. There-
fore we may well pray, Cleanse us, O Lorg Jesus Christ, by
faith in thy most precious blood, from our secret faults, In-
deed, I should like to consider these words, as the prayer of
Christ, on the behalf of all his people in our world, as this
will be an all-sufficient relief for us all.

V. 13. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins,
let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright,
and 1 shall be innocent from the great transgression.

I consider these words as a prayer offered up by our Lord
Jesus Christ, for all bis church, which is his body. Praying
they might be kept from presumptuous sins. He prayed as
Jehovah’s sérvant. He was as Mediator of the everlasting co-
venant. He prayson behalf of his people,and that they might
be kept from outward and scandalous sinnings. He was heard.
‘We have the answer in these words, Sin shall not have do+
minion over you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
If saved from the dominion, then they are upright and inno+
cent from the great transgression. By which I understand
the sin against the Holy Ghost, from which all the Lord’s
people are kept. John refers to this when he says, He that
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is born of God cannot commit sin, for his seed remaineth in
Aim, and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. And again,
He that comimitteth sinis of the devil, for the devil sinneth from
the beginning ; for this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that he might destroy the works of the devil.

V. 14. Let the words zf my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my

mer. ,
Thus the prayer closes: with an entreaty it mifht be ac-
ceptable to Jehovah; who was the strength and redeemer,,
both of Christ the Mediator, and his church redeemed by
him. May we read it to our edification! Amen.

PSALM THE TWENTIETH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician, a Psalm
of David.

To the victory, to the eternity, to the conqueror. To cele-
brate the praise of Christ, the true and well-beloved of the
church, wEo is now clothed with glory, honour, and immor-
tality. In the Sacred Scriptufes, the olive is a symbol of
peace. The cedar, pine, and all trees under that class, are
"l{:bds of immortality. The palm is a symbol of victory.

oak of protection. The willow is a symbol of fruitfulness.
The tabernacle and temple, their doors, vails, priests, and
sacred vestments, had all a very peculiar relation to Christ:
and I mention this here, because as the hymn before us is &
triumphant one, and the palm a symbol of victory, so on the
walls of the temple there were cherubims and palm-trees,
50 that a palm-tree was between a cherub and a cherub, and
every cherub had two faces, so that the face of a man was to-
ward the palm-tree on the one side, and the face zf a young lion
toward the palm-tree on the other side, throu al;/ the house
round about. See Ezek. xli. ver. 18, 19. e lion coupled
with the man, in the cherubic emblem, was the figure of
Chtist, who is God and man in one person. It was covered
over, or inlaid with solid gold, pointing him out as the Glory
Man. Whose glory is incommunicable. This glory he laid
aside when he became incarnate. But having resumed it,
a# he now wears it at the right-hand of the Majesty on high,
he cannot now divest himself of, but will shine forth in it
befbre angels and saints, in the fall blaze and splendour of
it, for ever and ever. The subject-matter of the Psalm before
us, cohicerns Christ. It contains the views the Old Testament
church bad of him, as the Captain of salvation. She here
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her enemies. The church prays forhis success. Andexpresses
her faith in him. An acknowledgment is made of Jebovah’s
hearing and answering her request. A renunciation of all
confidence but in him, is given. The conquest of the ene-
mies is declared. And the Psalm concludes with a prayer to
the King Messiak.

V. 1. To the Chicf Musician, a Psalm of David. The Lord
hear thee in the day of trouble ; the name of the God of Jacob
defend thee.

The church is here looking unto Christ.  She is taking
into her mind what her great Saviour was to be, to do, to
suffer, and how he was to fight her battles, and conquer for
her. It was by this means she was to be redeemed, and de-
Iivered out of the hands of all her enemies. As well ac-
quainted with the acts and transactions of the Holy and Es-
sential Three in the everlasting council and covenant of

eace, and with the person, work, and offices of the glorious
ediator founded hereon, she prays on his behalf. He wasin
the humanity which he would assuine, to bear sin. To suffer
for sin. To have his day of trouble. To be surrounded with all
the hosts of hell. He would need inviuncible,almighty strength
to complete his conquest over these. It was provided for, and
promised him, in the covenant. This the church knew. It was
the very foundation of her prayer, which she expresses thus.
The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble. When Christ, the
surety of his people, was by the act of Jehovah the Father,
made sin,and a curse for them ;—when all the host of hell, and
powers of darkness, were let loose against him, and upon him,
so he wouldthen stand in nced of peculiardefence. The church
has a knowledge of this, and prays accordingly. The Lord
hear thee in the day of trouble. As the promise of Christ’s in-
cariration put saints on prayingfor the accomplishment of the
same. So the memorials of Christ’s suffering, set forth in the
sacrifices, led to pray on his behalf, that he might be carried
through them, so as to obtain thereby eternal redemption.
S0 also his warfare and battle against ali his, and his people’s
enemies, gave ground and matter for the church on his be-
half. It was a day of trouble to Christ, when he made his
soul an offering for sin. It was a day of trouble to Christ,
when it was the hour for him to be left in the hands of his
cruel enemies. 1t was a day of trouble to Christ, when all the
powers of darkness came in upon him. He then called on
the Lord. The church here adds her Amen to his prayer.
The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble ; the name of the God
of Jacob, defend thee. Set thee on high places, far above,
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and out of the reaches of all thine enemics. There was enough
in the name of the God of Jacob, to support the mind of
Christ. To bear him up. To carry him through. To make
him successful. To render him victorious. The church puts
up a second petition on his behalf.

V.2. Sendtheehelp from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee
out of ion.

Our Lord wanted help. He wanted immediate help. This
was to be granted. In the sanctuary were the sacred records
of the covenant of the Three in Jehovah. According to what
was contained in them, the King Messiah was to conquer.
He was to be successful. He was to triumph and shout eter-
nal victory over all his enemies. He was to be clothed with
immortality and everlasting glory on account of this. He
was to wear the palm branch, and his trivinphs were to last
to eternity. The church prays for him, in the sure and cer-
tain knowledge all this would be the case. le was to re-
ceive all his help and strength from Jebovah, the God of
Jacob, therefore to him the church addresseth these petitions.

V. 3. Remember all thy offering, and accept thy burnt sacri-
fice. Selah.

The offering of Christ, which he made for bis whole
charch, was himself. His whole person, God and man. He
loved us, and gave himself. His person, his prayers, his
tears, his obedience, his sorrows, his day of trouble, his sa-
crifice, his death, was of inestimable value. The church
here prays for the acceptance of it. That Jehovah the divine
Father may remember it. That he may reward Christ for it.,
That the everlasting efficacy of it may be displayed, in
carrying on Messiah, and crowning him with glorious vic-
tory and triumph. Christ’s sacrifice is here styled his burnt
sacrifice, in allusion to such under the law as were wholly
eonsumed by fire which came immediately from the Lord.
1t was a symbol of his wrath, comparable to fire. And as the
sacrifice was a memorial of Christ, and expressive of the
substitation of his person, as the true sacrifice for sin, so the
fire of the Lord devouring it, which at the dedication of
Aaron and his sons, and when they entered on their office,
came out from before the Lord, and consumed upon the altar
the burnt offering. And also at the dedication of the tem-
ple, when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire
eame down from heaven, and consumed the burnt-offering,
was expressive of the wrath of God executed on Christ, the
burnt offering of his Church. His being supported under it,
and carried through it, was an everlasting evidence of the
Father's acceptance of him, and it. And Jehovah will re-

YOL. 1, N
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member Christ, and his offering for ever. This petition,
which is the second in this prayer, is so important, that the
word Selah is annexed unto it. Suggesting, our everlasting
salvation depends on Jehovah’s remembering Christ, and
accepting his burnt offering.

V. 4. Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil
all thy counsel.

This completes the utmost request of the church. Itis
founded on the former. Jchovali’s acceptance of Christ, his
remembrance of all the offerings of Christ, contained in his
person, incarnation, nativity, circamcision, baptism, fasting,
temptation, sorrows, sacrifice, agony, and bloody-sweat.
He could not complete his work and pass into the holiest
of all, till he had shed his blood, and been burnt with the
fire of God’s wrath, as the sin-offering for his church and
people. His heart in the whole was all open before the
Lord. His people were deeply inscribed thereon. It was
his will, they might each and every one of them, partake of
all the benefit, and blessing of his everlastingly perfect and

recious sacrifice. The church prays it may be thus. That
Ee may come off with everlasting victory and triumph.
‘Fhat he may be most gloriously rewarded. That all con-
tained in all his will, counsel, prayers, and work, may be ac-
eomﬁlished; and the blessings of it be continued by him,
as the glorious High Priest of his church, for evermore.
The prayver being finished, the church expresses her joy and
rejoicing in Christ. She professes her interest in him, and
her triumphs before him j saying, in the following words:

V. 5. We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of
our God we will set up our banners: the Lord fulfil all thy
petition.

The prayer and request the church had made, on the be-
half of Christ, were heard, and have been answered. Je-
hovah did hear him in the day of trouble. ‘The name of the
God of Jacob was his defence. The God of Jacob was with
him, and did defend him. He did send him help, he did
strengthen him. He did remember his offering. He did
accept his burnt-sacrifice. lle did grant bim according te
his own heart. He did fulfil all his own counsel concern-
ing him, and all the counsel and will of Christ, concerning
his church and people. Thus Christ becumé, and was de-
clared to be an almighty, and triuvmphant conqueror. Thus
he the lion of the tribe of Judah, and root of David pre-
vailed. And just agreeable to the emblem, the Lion-man,
which with a palm tree in bloom, were shadows of this
Royal Priest, in his triumphant conquests.  In consequence
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of all which the Church says, we @il rejoice tn thy salvation.
It being fully completed by the victories of Christ. All the
host of hell are fallen. Death is fled from bifore him.  Sin
is made an end of. The curse is removed. The law is ful-
filled. All enemies are under his feet. The victery 1is
Christ’s. He wrounght it.  Yet the blessing contained in it
is ours, We only follow to the spoil. All his members
are the partakers ofit. They may well rejoice in it, Christ
and all his victories are theirs. They may well rejoice in
the same. They here take up the subject. They find great
matter for joy in it. They say, we aull rejoice in thy salva-
tion, and wn the name of our Ged will we set up our banners.
Hereby proclaiming our release from, and our deliverance
out of the hands of all our enemies, by our Lord Jesus
Christ. In him, we are more than eonquerors over them
all. A request is then put up to him. The Lord fulfil ull
thy petitions. Thou art now on thy throne as the conqueror.,
Thou livest in the presence of God, as the intercessor of thy
Church. Thy intercession is perpetual. The Lord fulfil
all thy petitions, and give us most richly to partake of all
the blessed fruits and effects of it.

V. 6. Now know I that the Lord saveth his Anointed; he
will hear him from his holy heaven, from the heaven of
kis holiness, (wargin) with the saving strength of his
right-hand.

As all the former parts of the Psalm are spoken by the
Church, so I conceive these are spoken by him, who 1s the
salvation of the Church; and contain in them everlasting
consolation for the Church. All the former requests are put
up to Jehovah by the whole Church. The song of joy and
triumph in Christ, in his complete salvation and victory, in
his triumph and conquest of ail enemies, are expressed in the
name of the whole Church. It is spoken in the plural num-
ber. We will rejoice in thy sulvation, and in the name of our
God we will set up our banners. So the words before us are
pronounced in the singular number. I conceive they may be
applied to the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, and as pro-
nounced by him. In which he acknowledges the petitions
ﬂesented by himself, and by the Church on his behalf, had

en heard and answered by Jehovah. For the connection
of them seems to prove this. The last words in the former
verse were these, The Lord fulfil all thy petitions. Then the
person spesking in the present verse, suys, Now know I that
the Lord saveth his Anointed ; he will hear him from the holy
Rabitation, with the saving strength of his right-hand. Christ
was the Anointed. He was Jehovah’s Anointed. The whole

N2
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fuless of the Spirit was bestowed on him. He performed
his whole work, and executed all his offices, under the
unction of the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Peter says, God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and with
poaer: who went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. Acts x. 88.
Christ was heard, says Paul, in that he feared. He knew
not, as man, to what a degree of extreme his Father’s wrath,
which he was to be the subject of, might arise, whilst there
was not the least mitigation of it, yet the humanity was
sustained, and carried through the whole. Thus Jehovah
appeared on his behalf. The views of which sustained
Messiab’s mind. He therefore says for himself, Now know
1 that the Lord saveth his Anointed. 1 am the subject of
his salvation. [t is the Essence existing saveth. He saveth
me. He saveth me, his anointed, his consecrated, his
chosen, his beloved one. He, Jehovah, will hear me. He
will hear me from the heaven of his holiness, He will hear
me from his holy heaven; with the saving strength of his
right-hand, he will save me. Thus he expresses himself for
the support and coinfort of his Church, under the Old Tes-
tament dispensation. And this was all-sufficient for them.
They improve the same most blessedly in the next words,
saying by way of exultation over all their enemies, and for
the increase of their own confidence in Christ Jesus their
deliverer,

V. 7. Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we
will remember the name of the Lord our God.

These words are expressive of an entire renunciation of
all belp and succour, in creatures, means, and arms. No-
thing is more the case with all out of Christ, with all who
arc ignorant of him, with all who leaning to their own un-
derstanding, to trust wholly and altogether in chariots, and
horses, i. e. in human nature, for hope and help. But such
as know the Lord’s Anointed, and are taught the nature of
his salvation, say what is quite opposite to the former. Let
others trust in what they may; we knew, that truly in the
Lord our Ged is the salvation of Israel. Let others trust in
chariots, and horses, we will not. Noj; no arm but Christ’s
can defend us. None but Christ suits us. We renounce
all other saviours. We will look unto, and trust in none
but him. We will remember the name of the Lord our God.
His person, his name, his salvation, his victories, the Father’s
acceptance of him, the testimony, which he gives in the
Scriptures concerning him, and he as the Lord our God,
shall be our all. In all cases, temptations, trials, and dis-
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#resses, from without, or from within, #e will remember the
name of the Lord our God.

V. 8. They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen,
and stand upright. ‘

There is no security butin the Lord alone. All the church’s
enemies are brought down and fallen, before the great and
omnipotent Zerubbabel. The Church here triumphs in the
same, and acknowledges what the Lord had done in destroy-
ing her enemnies, was of present benefit to her. They are
brought down and fallen: but we are risen and stand upright;
as lords and conquerors of themn. She closes with prayer,
saying,

V. 9. Save, Lord: let the king hear us when we call.

Thus the Psalm ends. The King-Mediator is invoked.
His ear is requested when they call upon him. The Lord
bless what is written. Amen,

PSALM THE TWENTY-FIRST.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician, a Psalm
of David.

The grand and glorious plan of salvation, conceived in the
infinite mind of Jehovah, and expressed in the council and
covenant of the Eternal Three, was first revealed to Adam
rmmediately upon the fall, and further expressed to Moses
when he was in the mount with God; all which was openly
set forth before the people of Israel in types, figures, sym-
bols, sacrifices, sprinklings of blood, and various purifi-
cations. 'This was the real gospel which the Lord gave,
and by which he spake and preached Christ unto them.
Every one of the sacred poems, recorded in this part of
the b‘cripture entitled the Book of Psalms, is founded on
this revelation of Christ, expressed in these representations
of the Messiah. In each of them wehave a new and distinct
part of this revelation of Christ given us. They are as so
many optic giasses, in which we may see and behold the simi-
litude of the Lord. Like as the gospel is the glassin which
the Lord shines forth, and i1 which we behold him ; so these
Psalms are so many means of our taking indistinct views of
him. I cannot pretend to say, 1 can clearly discern the
connection of this wonderful design of the Holy Ghost, in
the arrangement of them in their particular order; yet I will
venture to assert, we have from the fifteenth to this now
before us, the following chain of divine verities. The per-
fection, purity, holiness, and righteousness of Christ, our
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Royal Priest.  His suretyship for us, and the satisfaction of
hismind in the acting accordingly. His perfection in which
he stood before the iord, and which he also pleaded before
him. llis song sung to Jehovah, when he was delivered
out of the hands of all his enemics. Then his glory as it
shines out in the everlasting gospel of his grace, is a distinet
subject by itself.  Next follows a prayer offered up by the
Church on his behalt, In this befure us we have him
exhibited, as he had not been befo.e. The person ot Christ,
the incarnation of Christ, the love of Chuist, the mind of
Christ, the thoughts of his heart, are expressed in the tore-
going Psalms,  His humiliation in our world, his righteouns-
ness wrought out i our nature—his sufferings—bis ene-
mies—his tears—his prayers, have been set forth. A far
more glorious view of him, is now before us. We have him
here, as the man, the son of man, the man in God, the man
Jehovah’s fellow, who was in the bosom of the Father be-
fore all worlds; who was as one brought up with him, who
was trained up, and instructed in all tlse councils of God-
head; who was Jehoval’s delight, rejoicing before him;
who had a glory with the Father before the world was, and
laid it aside, with his form of God, and took on hiin the
form of a servant, and was inade in the likeness of men.
‘We have him, who humbled himself to death, even the
death of the cross, set befure us, as highly exalted above all
blessing and praise. The subject-matter of this Psalm is,
the glorification of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘The honour
done him by the divine Father. The gitts he bestowed on
him. His 1nvestiture into his ancient and personal glory.
His coronation in heaven. The glory, honour, and majesty
put oo him. Thelife he now liveth. Wherein his blessed-
ness consists. How he hath exercised, and will continue to
exercise hiwself towards his enemies; all which is concluded
with an exultation, giving praise and glory unto him. This
is the subject of this most sucred, sublime, and inexpressibly
precious ode. :

V.. 1. To the Chief Musician, a Psalm of David.

The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord; and in thy sal-
vation how greatly shall he rejoior!

One of the greatest acts of Christ’s grace manifested in
his incarnation, consisted in his laying aside the glory he
had with the Father before the world, and taking hold of
our nature with all the sinless infirmities of it: hereby he
became like unto his brethren, sin only excepted. He lived
in our world, and finished the work which the Father gave
him todo. e wasraised up,above and beyond the power of
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death by his resurrection from the dead. He was raised wp
aad beyond our world, and exalted at the right-hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens, at his ascension. This
Psalm, and these words before us, have nothing to do with
his ascension ; they concern his glorification. %{e was dee
clared to be the king of his church, by the Father’s appoint-
ment, when he raised him from the dead. Then he said to
him, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. He
also said, I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. He is
exalted in glory, as the King of Glory, The Lord ofGloH'.
The Brightness of Glory. As the King of Heaven. He
entered it in his own right, as God-man. To be there
glorified with the glory which he had with the Father,
before the world was. He entered it as Mediator, having
completed salvation work, for which he was to be rewarded.
He entered it as the High Priest of his Church, to present
himself on their behalf. "Toappear in the presence of God for
them. To live there after the power of an endless life, He
here bears the title of the King. The Church here views
and addresses him, as King-Mediator, and speaks of his joy
and rejoicing ; and of the matterof it. The strength and sal-
vation of Jehovah were the subjects of his joy, and rejoicing,
Y counsider the prophet who wrote the Psalm, to be the speaker
throughout it. He says, The king shall joy in thy strength,
O Lord; and in thy salvation how greatly shall ke rejoice! Salva-
tion is here ascribed to Jehovah. The prophet styles it, thy
salvation. All the persons in Jehovah had one and the same
concern in it. The Father willed it. The Son executed it.

he Spirit revealed it. Yet, in agreement with the covenant
transactions of the coequal and coeternal Three, the origi-
nality of it is always ascribed throughout the Scriptures to
the I?"ather, and the execution of it to the Son, and the reve-
lation of it to the Holy Spirit. Christ completed all con-
tained in the word salvation. He was, he is God’s salvation.
He viewed with inconceivable complacency, the whole ac-
ceptable to Jehovah. He raised him up to heaven to reward
him for the same, and crown him with glory and honour,
The strength put forth in Christ, by Jehovah, was a subject
for joy. The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord. Christ
did. It afforded his soul unspeakable joy. The salvation
wrought out, which consisted in putting away of sin, in
bringing jn everlasting righteousness, in making peace by the
blood of his cross, in triumphing over all the power of the
enemy, in saving the whole church of the first-born, whose
names are written in heaven, and in the views he had of
presenting thein before the divine Majesty, with a Lo I, and
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the children which thou hast given me, afiorded joy and
greatly rejoiced the heart of Messiah the Prince. He re-
Jjoiced in the strength of Jehovah—in the salvation of Je-
hovah. The words as marked with a note of admiration,
express the holy exultation of the mind on a view of this.
The true knowledge and spiritual apprehension of it, affords
a rich feast to spirttual minds. It did so to the prophet. It
does to us. These words are the preface and introduction
to all that follows.

V. 2. Thou hast given him his keart’s desire, and hast not
withholden the request of his lips.  Selah.

It had been the desire of Christ’s heart, and the request
of his lipsy that as he had in his incarnation, life, and sacri-
fice, glorified his Father to the uttermost, so he would
glorify his person to the uttermost. He said before his
passion, Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glori-
Jied in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall also
glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him.

ohn xiii. 31, 32. When he was just going torth to be the
sacrifice for the sins of his people, he addressed his divine
Father thus: I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do. Andnow, O Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was. John xvii. 4, 5. This was granted
Christ on his entrance into heaven. Our Psalm contains
the prophecy. The Scriptures quoted shew what went be-
fore the accomplishment thereof. He was pleased to empty
himself. Not of his Godhead. It was impossible he should.
But of a glory which was personally his, as the Manin God.
Who was in the form of God, and thought it not robbery to
be equal with God. He being the image of the invisible
God. Him in whom dwelleth all the tulness of the God-
head bodily. He being God manifest in the flesh. All
this glory he laid down, when he became incarnate. He did
it that be might glorify and magnify his Father’s law and
justice to the very uttermost. He accomplished this vast
design. He then expressed his heart’s desire to be admitted
to the same glory, and wear it as his personal and incom-
municable glory. This is granted him. Not a whit of this
is withholden from him. Thou hast given him his heart’s
dzsire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips.  Selah.
This the psalmist would have us to take special notice of.
He is gone into heaven. He is received up into glory.
He sits at the right-hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens. He appears in all his brightness, splendour, ma-
Jesty, and excellency of his person, as God the Son dwelling
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rsonally in the man Christ Jesus. It becomes us to dwell
iz meditation on this. Hence the word Seluk is annexed. It
is by deep, intensive, spiritual, and intuitive conceptions of
this high and glorious subject, we get real good from it,
Yet, all this is but a beginning. We are not yet entered
into it, much less are we come to the vltimatum of it.

V. 8. For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness:
thou setteth ¢ crown of pure gold on his head.

Thus we have the coronation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
He entered heaven, und all the saints there were filled with
astonishment. . The glory of his person shone forth in the
view of elect angels and saints as it had never before. They
all fell down before him, and worshipped him, as the lamb
who had been slain, but was now alive, and liveth for ever
and ever. The Father accepted him. He bid him welcome
to bis kingdom, and glory. He bestowed the Holy Ghost
on him, in all his fulness of grace and glory. He set the
crown of pure gold upon his head. He invested him with
ell power in heaven, and earth. Thus he was exalted by
the right-hand of the Father, and received from him, the
promise of the Holy Ghost. Thus he was prevented with
the blessings of goodness. The whole fulness and perfec-
tion of blessings and blessedness was bestowed on him.
The crown ‘of glory, and immortality, was set on his royal
head; which is said to be as the most fine gold. And his
eyes being as flanes of fire, he must be all over glorious,
with the crown of pure gold on his sacred head. He has
on his head many crowns. The crown which is his personal
glory is one. The crown which he wears as the head of
the whole election of grace, is another. He wears a crown
as the glorious and only Mediator between God and his
Church.  He wears the crown of salvation, which I only
name, because I mean here to confine myself to his per-
sonal glory, as [ conceive that 10 be the subject here. Not
his essential glory, which is underived. He being as traly
and essentially, one in the incomprehensible Essence, as the
Father, and the Spirit. Not the glory of him as Mediator,
which is an acquired glory, due to him for his finished work
of mediation; but the glory of his person, as the man,
taken up into union with the Son of God, so as to be one
person ‘with him. But I must proceed to the next verse,
which, with the two following, is a continuation of the same
great subject.

V.4. He usked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even
length é)f days for ever and ever.

All Christ is as God-man, he is by the will and appoint-
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ment of the holy and incomprehensible Three. His life as
God-man is the gift of the Father. He says, 4s the Father
Lath life in himself’; so hatl he given to the Son to have lffe
in himself. John v. 26. He hath a life which is personally
his own. Of which he thus speaks: Therefore doth my
lather love me, because Ilay down my life, that I might take
it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it down, and power to take it
agatn. This commandment have I received of my Father,
Johun x.17, 18. He laid down his life as God-man. He
took it up again at his resurrection. He lives this life at
the right-hand of the Majesty on High. This life was
asked for in such words as these, Father, glorify thy name.
And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with
the glory which I had with thee before the world was. This
life of Christ, God-man, is inexpressible. It is incommauni-
cable. He lives as the man in God, as being what he is by
inheritance. He having obtained a more excellent name
than all the angels of the divine Presence. He sustains the
title, the Son of God, and is worshipped by them, as their
Creatar, their Head, their Lord, amf) King. The life of
Christ consists in that knowledge of God, that communion
with God, which none but he who is one person with the
Son of God can partake of, or be admitted to. And this life
ke Jived before the world was. Before all creation, before
all time, from everlasting. And he will live thislife to ever-
lasting. He asked for this life, on his having finished his
work of salvation. 'T'he Father gave it him at his request.
le was to possess it, with all the communicable glories,
royalties, perfections, and blessedness of Godhead, to an
cternal daration, for ever and ever.

V. 5. His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and ma-
Jesty hast thou lard upon him.

"The primordial, native, inherent, personal gloriesof Christ,
are too deep for our present investigation ; yet he laid aside
all this, during his abode in this our world, and never shone
forth like himself, as the only-begotten Son of God, and
that was, when he was transtigured on the holy mount. He
became the Father’s servant, in the great work of his Me-
diatorship. He accomplished Jehovah’s salvition thereby,
His glory shone forth in its greatness and majesty, in purg-
ing away sin by the sacrifice of himself: which having done,
he sat down at the right-liand of the Majesty on High, in
honour and majesty. He now shines as he did from ever-
lasting, in the torm of God. As the image of God. As him
who thought it not robbery to be equal with God. lle
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sbines forth as the only-begotten of the Father. In honour,
4s the fellow of the Lord of hosts. As the salvation of
God. As the conqueror of death. As the head of his
people.  As the lawmb that was slain; with his many crowns
ou his illustrious head. This honour and inajesty the Father
bati laid, or conferred upon him. He shines forth in honour
and majesty, glorious, immortal, and divine, 1le dwells in
light inaccessible, such as no mortal eye can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, or can see, in the {ull blaze
and perfection of his person as he really is. Though
his saints yill see his glory, and sce him as he is, really and
. truly; yet they will never see him, so as to comprehend his
personal glory, which is the glory of the Godhead dwelling
personally in the man Christ Jesus, who is one person with
the Son of the living God.

V. 6. For thou hust made him most blessed for ever. In the
margin it is, Thou hast set him to be blessings: thou hast
gladded him with joy. Thou hast made him exceeding glad
with thy countenance,

Thus the Holy Ghost sets before us, the personal glory,
life; blessedness, immortality, honour, majesty, and joy,
which our Lord Jesus Christ is the subject of, now that he
is sat down at the right-hand of the throne of the Majesty
in the heavens. He being a minister of the sanctuary, and of
the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.
Our Lord Jesus Christ came forth from the Father, and
came into the world. He fulfilled all bis will. He mag-
nified his law, his holiness, and justice to the very utter-
most. He suffered the uttermost severity of his Father’s
wrath due to the sins of all the elect. The very sentence
of death was executed upon him; Dust thou art, and
unto dust thou shalt return. Tor though Christ’s body
saw no corcuption, yet it was a breathless corpse; 1t
was under the power and dominion of death for a season.
It was laid in a sepulchre. [t was in the state of the dead.
The very same state, in which other bodies corrupt, and re~
turn to their dust; yet his saw no corraption. [t was raised
from this state by the glorious power of the Father, and
Christ lived in the same body in which he was crucified.
He was.raised up in it, at his ascension, to be the King of
Glory, the Lord of Glory. Oa his entrance into his glory,
all the everlasting love and complacency of the divine Ma-
jesty, was reflected on him. It shone forth and was reflected
on his mind. He was made most blessed for ever. God
himself could not express and manifest more. The God-
man could not enjoy more. He was made most blessed, as
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the man in God. He was made most blessed, being now,
according to his own request, glorified by the Father, with
the glory which he had with him, befor the world was. He
now shone forth as he did from everlasting. He was never
more to sustain an eclipse of his personal glory. He was
evermore to wear his crown of pure gold. To enjoy him-
self, as personally one with the Son of God, as free in
society of Trinity. His glory, his honour, his majesty, was to
shine forth, equally with the immutability of bis person,
which 1s always the same. He was made most blessed in
himself; having God in his incomprehensible pature, per-
sons, and perfections; the fountain, the matter, and subject
of his joy; the whole fulness of the Godhead dwelling in
him personally. He was set by Jehovah to be blessings,
To communicate them to angels and saints. All the counte-
nance, the face of God shone forth on hiin. Itwasall reflected
on him. He had the full enjoyment of it. He was made
glad by it. The Father gladded him with joy. He was
made exceeding glad. The prophet feels the subject. He
is refreshed thereby. He says, Thou hast made him exceed-
ing glad with thy countenance. There is more contained in
these expressions, than the minds of saints and angels can
ever fully comprehend. { bave known what it hath been to
see and enjoy that in them, which 1 cannot express. In
some intuitive views of the subject, I have had such com-
wunion with Christ in his glory, which I could not other-
wise have had. In considering Christ thus accepted, thus
ctowned, thus glorified with the Father, with the glory he
had with him, before all worlds, beings, and things existed,
hath gladdened my heart. Viewing this, as following the ex-
altation, and coronation in heaven, | have in my feeble way,
congratulated the Lamb on his throne, and rejoiced in the
honour and majesty conferred on him by the Father, and
in the life of incommunicable bliss and glory, which he
Yiveth as God-man for ever and ever. I add this, whilst the
Holy Ghost, who is God over all, blessed for ever, amen, is
pleased to create real ideas of what hath been hinted in the
minds of the elect in heaven and earth, yet he cannot give
such full conceptions of it, as come up to the subject. It
being infinite, the minds of saints are finite. Let them be
stretched to the utmost, and comprehend as fully as they may,
Christ and his life of glory; yet it comes short of what
Christ in his person, life, blessedness, and glory, is the sub-
ject of. None can comprehend this fully, but the eternal
Three in the incomprehensible Essence.  May what hath
been written, be read with spirituality, caution, and deep
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meditation. As it contains subjects the most deep and sub-
lrme in ail the revelation God bath given us in the word.
This subject here ends. What follows belongs to Christ as
Messiah and Mediator, and gives an account of his settle-
ment in his office, and of his wrath and vengeance against
his Jewish enemies,

V.7. For the king trusteth in the Lord, and through the
mercy of the Most Eigh he shall not be moved.

Christ is king, as God-man mediatory. He is the great
executor of all God’s will. He is exalted and placed by the
counsel and covenant of the eternal Three, to execute his
office. All power in heaven and earth islodged in bis hands.
He trusteth ia the Lord to fulfil all the promises made him, in
the everlasting covenant, concerning his seed, the travail of
his soul, atid to put all enemies under his feet. The throne
Christ is seated on is a throne of grace. He is to shew
mercy to such as come before him for it. He is immutably
fixed on it. He shall never be moved from the same. Nor
from exercising his mercy and clemency in the name of Je-
hovah the Father, to all such as draw nigh unto him. Nor
will he cease to exercise justice upon his inveterate enemies.
This is expressed, and contains the subject of five of the fol-
lowing verses, which are to be considered as prophetic.

V., 8, Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies : thy right-
hand shall find out those that hate thee.

The omipotency and omnisciency of Christ is here very
fully expressed. He can, he will, he did find out all his
Jewish foes. He visited them with wrath to the uttermost.
His judgments executed upon them, were but the just re-
ward of their evil deeds. He found them in anger, and in
rebuke, and with flames of fire. As is expressed in the next
words, And it was for sim, and for their rejection and cruci-
fixion of him.

V.9. Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of
thine anger : the Lord shall swallow them up in his wrath, and
the fire shall devour them.

here could be no sin exceed the setting aside the Mes-
siah. The rejection of him. Their refusal of him, the anvinted
of God. Who gave them so many divine evidences of his
mission and commission from the Father. Who fulfilled ail
written of him, and proved himself to be approved of God,
by miracles, and signs, and wonders, which he did in the
sight, and amongst the Jewish people. Yet they, in detiance
of all this, did with wicked hands crucify andy put him to
death. They would, they did, keep up their temple worship,
and sacrifices, in contempt and defiunce of him, who was the
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substance of all these. Yea, notwithstanding he had reals
ized and finished in his own person, life, and death, burial,
and resurrection, all expressed in these conccrning himself,
they looked for another Messish. They would continue
their oblations. The Lord Christ, whilst among them, gave
them fair warning. He foretold the destruction of the city
and temnple of Jerusalem. Of their invasion by the Romans,
Of their being carried away out of their own land, as cap-
tives, by them. Yet they would not believe him. There-
fore he visited them in his wrath, and accomplished his pro-
phecies in their destruction. When these enemies which
Christ gent against the Jews, had distressed them to the ut-
termost, and ail calling to God for sending a Messiah failed;
the Jews when in their greatest extremity fled to the temple,
and toek shelter there. Which the Romans setting fire to,
these poor unhappy people, not willing to quit it, were lite-
rally burnt in it, so that it became an oven to them, in which
they were burnt. [t was as a fiery oven to them, in the time
of the Lord’s anger. They were swallowed up in it in the
Lord’s wrath, and the fire thus devoured them. Thus this
prophecy hath received its accomplishment. This contained
the destruction of the temple, and many of the Jews. Here-
by an end was put to the Jewish worship in Jerusalem, It
not being lawful for them to offer sacrifices out of their own
land. The depopalation of which, and their extermination
out of the same, is expressed in the following verse, and
which hath also been fulfilled.

V.10, Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and
their seed from among the children of men.

Never were any people more severcly punished than the
Jews. They are to the present moment ejected out of their
own lind. They are driven from their native soil. They are
scattered amongst all nations. Allthisis the effect of Christ’s
wrath, It is his hand which bath been stretched out against
them. It is his uplifted hand upon them. He hath de-
stroyed them from the earth. Itis he who hath cast them
for a long season, out of the earth, the land of Canaan. He
hath scattered their seed from among the children of men,
so as for them to be exiles and fugitives to the present mo-
ment, 1815. The reason with the Lord for all this is given
in the following words : .

V. 11. For they intended evil against thee: they imagincd
a mischievous device which they are not able to perform.

They not only intended to destroy Christ, and blot out his
n2:me In their records and history, unless it were to fix a
wmark of infamy on him, as an impostor, and false Christ, but
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also to put a stop to the preaching and spread of his gospel.
A thing they could by no means effect. Yet the iniquity of
it was so great in the sight of the Lord, as to bring down his
wrath upon them, and their posterity. And they are con-
tinued as a distinct people, that we may have a standing evi-
dence and memorial of the sin of unbelief. The name, the
fame, the gospel of Christ, his church, and ordinances, are
still continued in the world, and will until day and night
come to an end. The evil intended against Christ, in his own
person, and the mischievous devices which they imagined
against him, were, and are proved to be, all of no avail. He
is risen from the dead. He is ascended into heaven. Heis
exalted and made head over all things. lle hath removed
them fur unto all the ends of the earth. Blessed be his name,
such is his grace, we have his word for it, e that scattereth
Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd doth kis
Jlock. Jer. xxxi. ver. 10. In consequence of the Jews’ mis-
chievous devices, practised, and exercised towards the per-
son of our Lord Jesus Christ, their true King, and lawful
Sovereign ; as he was also their true Messiah, though through
the blindness of theirminds, and malice of their hearts, they
saw ho form and comeliness in him, past and present miseries
have been brought on them, and are still continued. This is
declared in the following words :

V. 12. Therefore shalt thou make them turn their backs.
Or, as itis in the margin, Thou shalt set them as « butt:
when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings
against the face of them.

This contains the argument on which all Christ’s proceed-
ings against them were founded. Their sins were the objects
of his hatred. They were the subjects of such and such trans-
gression. They had forgotten the Lord which formed them,
and lightly esteemed the Rock of Salvation. And when the
Lord saw’it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his
sons and of his daughters. And he said, I will hide my fece
Jrom them, 1 will see what their end shall be ; for they re a
very froward generation ; children in whom is no faith. There-
fore they were as a butt, for all the envenomed arrows of di-
tine wrath to be shot at. These arrows, as they came oat of
Christ’'s bow, and the strings of it made ready, and Christ
pointing the same at them, made grievous work and havock
amongst them. In this way, he put on the garinents of ven-
ﬁeance for raiment, and was clad with zeal as a cloak. Thus

e avenged himself of these enemies. 1t becomes us to im=
prove this in our meditations, as it respects all the enem'es
of Clrist. The Athcists, thie Duists, the Unitwians, the
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Arians, the Socinians, with all other professed, and secret
mtidels. Of whom it is written, And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Rev.
xx. ver. 14. Our Lord Jesus Christ saith, If ye believe not
that I am, ye shall die in your sins. John vin. 24. Reader,
remember this. All who live and die out of Christ, will
die under the curse of God, and will remain under it for
ever. This deserves most solemn consideration.

V. 13. Be thou exalted, Loid, in thine own strength: so
will we sing, and praise thy power.

This is a prayer, put up by the prophet to Jehovah the
Saviour, on the behalf, and in the name of the whole church,
Praying him to display himself as the exalted and glorified
Messiali, and Mediator. Thathe would put forth his strength.
In the destruction of his enemies. In proving thereby his
Messiabship. This would make way for all his saints to sing
his praise. To extol his power. To magnify his name. Cry-
ing out, Who is like unto thee, O Lord, amongst the gods!
Who is like thee glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders! It may also imply, that the prophet finding him-
self utterly incapable to render Christ’s praise worthy of his
majesty, and acceptauce, and all the redcemed on earth and
in heaven, and even the elect angels themselves, falling ever-
lastingly short of giving Christ the glory and praise due to
him for salvation work :—He therefore requests the Lord,
whose name is above, and beyond all blessing and praise, 10
take this into his own hkand. Saying, Be thou exalted,
Lord, in thine own strength, so will we sing, and praise thy
power. When we contemplate the subject of this very pre-
cious Psalm, and consider the dignity, the divinity, the ma-
jesty, the honour, the glory, the transceadent excellency of
him of whom it treats, we shall be led to conclude, his name,
his person, his love, his work, is far beyond all the praise
which can possibly be rendered him, either on earth and
heaven. Tﬁle whole choir of saints, both elect angels, and
men united, can never shew forth, or express his glorious
praise. It seems therefore very suitable to conclude, the
prophet, under these views, would have Christ take the
matter into his own hands. He therefore says, Be thou ex-
alted, Lord, in thine own strength, so will we sing, and praise
thy power. | bave found it in the secrets of my own soul,
that it has been refreshing to me, to consider, that as it ex-
ceeds all saints to eternity, to give the Lord the glory due
unto him, for what he is to them, and for his great salvation,
that Jehovah hath taken this matterinio his own hands, and
crowned bim with honour and majesty. I would with all
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saints cry, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing. Amen. Let the pcople praise
thee, O Jesus, Yea, let all thy saints praise thee. Amen, and
amen.

PSALM THE TWENTY-SECOND.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician upon
Aijeleth Shahar, a Psalm of David. The words Aijeleth.Sha-
Aar are variously rendered. Some say it should be the Mora-
ing Sacrifice. 5thers, the Hind of the Morning. Others,
the Morning Star. Others conceive it to be the name, or
beii:ning of some tune to which this Psaln was sung.
Others interpret the words, the Dawning of the Day. As if
you were to say, between break of day and sua-rising, be-
cause, at that time, the comfortable light or shine of the day
begins to break forth, If we consider the words, Aijeleth
Shahar, to be expressive of the dawning of the day, or day-
break, we are led to consider it as very expressive of Christ,
who is the day-spring from on high, who very eatly visited his
church, and who as hight sprung out of darkness, as the great
God even our Saviour, when he said, The seed of the woman
shall bruise the serpent’s head. If we consider it us the Morn-~
ing Star, it is expressive of Christ, the bright und morniog
star, who by the revelation of his person, and grace to Adam
immediately upon the fall, ushered in a glorious day of grace
and salvation.  If it be interpreted the Hind of the Morning,
it leads us to consider how our Lord, in his very infancy,
was sought for by Herod and his courtiers, to be destroyed.
How the rage of his enemies never ceased till they had so

rsued and taken him, as to have it in their power to put

im to death. Ifit be interpreted the Morning Sacrifice, it
leads us to consider Christ, as the one sacrifice, who taketh
away the sin of the world, from the morning even to the end
of it. Thus we are reminded of him, the Lamb of God, slain
from the foundation of the world. One expresses himself
thus. David made this Psalm, and appointed it to be sung
in the church ([ should prefer saying, in the temple service)
by the priests and Levites every morning, so soon as the da
brake out ; at which timeit was, by the law and custom, their
daty to exercise their ministry in the quire, and to sin
ms. 1 €hron. ix. ver. 33. Which service the Lord woul
ve to be done by the church, that their faith and expec-
tation of Christ might be daily renewed, and had in memory;
the prophecy of vﬁlose kingdom and sufferings are repre-
VOL. L 0
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sented in this Psalm, looking (as the day springs from on
high) that Christ should visit them.”

There can be no dispute concerning this Psalm as belong-
ing to Christ. He utzered the first words of it, My God, my
God, why hast thou forsakenme? when he hung on the cross:
some conceive he repeated the whole Psalm. The prophecy
in it, They pierced my hands and my feet, was fulfilled iu pail-
ing him to the tree. The soldiers parting his garments, and
casting lots for his robe, or vesture, is here foretold. And
each of the evangelists in their gospels, take notice of the
accomplishment of the same. In it Christ alone is the
speaker. His address is to the divine Father. He describes
very expressively and minutely the sorrows of his mind. The
pains and torments he endured in his body. The scorn and
contempt cast on him by his enemies. This is most particu-
larly and most pathetically expressed. He prays for deliver-
ance. It being granted, Ke professes his determination 1o
declare the name of Jehovah to his brethren, and to praise
him in the midst of the congregation. He calls on all the
seed of Jacob to do so too. He utters a prophecy concern-
ing the conversion of the Gentiles. He deciares a seed shall
serve Jehovah, and be accounted to him for a generation.
Thus he concludes this scripture.

V. 1. Tothe Chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar,a Psalm
of David. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

ky art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of
my roaring 2

These are questions, put by Messiah, as being made sin
by imputation, and a curse by infliction, to Jehovah his God.
He calls him, my God. He was so by an everlasting cove-
nant, which bad taken place between the Father and the
Son. Christ was the head of this covenant. He represented
in it all his people. He undertock in it the obtaining their
complete saﬁmtion. He became incarnate that he might
fulfil all he undertook, for he acted as their surety. The Fa-
ther made him sin, as he laid on him the iniquities of us all,
and made him sin for us, that we might be made the righ-
teousness of God in him. This Psalm sets before us, Christ
crucified. He is most evidently expressed and revealed in his
passion. It exceeds the 53d of lsaiah. As there you have
the prophet speaking of him. But here you have Christ
speaking of himself. The soul-sufferings of Christ, when
he was under the guilt of sin by the Father’s ordination,
agreeable to covenant transactions, exceed the utmost of
finite comprehension. He was made a curse. He felt it,
and it produced his agony and bloody sweat. He sus-
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tained the whole contained in it, whilst he hung on the
cross. This caused him to cry out, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me? He was so left of God, as to
feel, in body and soul, the whole curse, and every part of
it due to sin. He was so forsaken of God, as to have full
evidence in his mind, of the state he was in, by means
of his suretyship engagements. Ie was so forsaken b
the Father, as to have all divine consolation suspended.
He was so forsaken of God, as to have the full experi-
ence of all contained in God’s hatred, curse, wrath, and
most righteous displeasure against sin as sin. He cries out
under it. He exercises faith in its greatest degree. He never
t forth a greater act of it. My God is the language of
E;th. It is%/ly God, my God, which is expressive of the
Mediator’s faith. Though the glittering sword is now drawn,
and implunged into the very soul and bowels of his sinless
homanity, yet itis my Gody still. My God, my God, whz
hast thou forsaken me? The question is not asked, as thoug
our Lord was at a loss to account for it. But it was to give
us to know, how it was with him, when the curse actually
seized him, and entered into his soul. It was expressed in
rophecy; that saints under the prophetic dispensation might
now, what Messiah would sustain for them, in the day of
the Lord’s.fierce anger. He uttered them on the cross, when
he had been the subject of the curse, that we might know
what he passed through for us. Matthew and Mark both
mention these words, as spoken by our Lord as he hung on
the tree. Which is sufficient authority for our applying the
whole of the scripture before us unto him. IW; Gog, m
God, why hast thou forsaken me? is the first question asked.
A second follows. Why art thou so far from helping me, and
Jrom the words of my roaring? This is very expressive of
the griefs and sorrows of our Lord’s mind. The word roar-
ng 1s used to shew the vehemency of his mind, as exercised
in calling upon God, for help and succour at this season.
No help nor succour was to be granted him, He was to tread
the wine-press of the wrath of God. He was to be deeply
oppressed with it. He was to be the subject of divine wrath,
He was to wade through the whole sea of it, He was 1o
overcome it in_his own person, and by his own strength.
These words, Why art thou so fur from helping me, and from
the words of my roaring? ma{ bring to remembrance, what
the apostle says of our dear Lord. Who in the days of his
flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears, unto him that was aﬁ; to save him
“rom death. We may conclude it was thus indced, when ouy
o2
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reat Mediator expressed himself, in these words before us,
fle roared for the very disquietude of his heart. None ever
saw sin as he did. None ever were in the state he was. None
ever stood up between sin, and God’s justice, but himself.
None ever bore the fulness of divine wrath, but he, who was
the lion of the tribe of Judah. He pursues the subject,
saying ;

V.2. Omy God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest
not; and in the night season, and am not silent.

It is to be remembered the whole here written is a pro-
phecy, of what would be, and hath been the case, and been
exemplified in the Lord Jesus Christ. We must therefore
Jook into what is recorded of our Lord’s sufferings, to see
the most exact accomplishment of this. There we find Christ
six days before his tremendous passion began, cry out in the
daytime, Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say?
Father, save me from this hour® But for this cause came I
unto this hour. Father, glorify thy name. Then came there
a voice from heaven, saying, I have both &loriﬁcd it, and will
glorify it again. John xii. ver. 27, 28. We have him on his
passion night sore amazed, exceeding sorrowful, heavy unto
death. In consequence of which, in the night season, he
prayed, sayin%, my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
Jrom me. Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee, let
this cup be removed from me. And being in an agony, he
prayed more fervently. It was to God he prayed. He did
this in the day time, and in the night season. He added, not
my will, but thine be done. No abatement of sufferings was
granted. No deliverance from them was bestowed. All
which is very emphatically expressed. The Father looked
on the person, and sufferings of the Mediator. His will was
in the whole. His ears were open to hear him. Though he
was not to be saved from being implunged in an abyss of
sorrow, pain, grief, and distress. The reason for which is
given, by this most blessed Messiah, in the next verse.

V. 3. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises
of Israel.

The holiness of Jehovah was displayed in its utmost glory,
in the process of divine justice towards the great Mediator.
He came down from heaven, to mske way for such a ma-
nifestation of all the glorious perfections of Godhead, as
could by no other medium whatsoever be discovered. The
love of God in the gift of Christ. The mercy of God
in the mission of Christ. The transfer of the sins of the
elect to Christ. The infliction of the curse on him, due
to their transgressions, The holiness of God expressed,
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by the withdrawment of the divine presence from Christ,
when he substituted his person, God-man, in the room
and stead of his people, the infliction of the whole con-
tained in God’s infinite hatred against sin, on the Lord
Jesus Christ, was such a display of eternal power and
Godhead, as is worthy of the divine Majesty. For which
all the elect in earth and heaven will praise the Three in
Jehovah for it, for ever and ever. It was a glorious dis-
play of the manifestative holiness of Jehovah, his withdraw-
mg from Christ, when he was under the imputation of sin
and guilt, and under the execution of the curse due to the
same, and not shining on him. The great Mediator attri-
butes it to this. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me? Why art thou so C{'ar Jrom helping me, and from the
words of my roaring?® O my God, I cry in the daytime, but
thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.
But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.
All the Israel of God on earth and in heaven, will praise the
Three in Jehovah, for the gift of Christ’s person, for his
work of mediation, for his sufferings, and for the oblation of
himself. This yields our Lord satisfaction, But he proceeds
with the subject; saying ;

V.4. Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou
didst deliver them.

Here the great Messiah encourages his faith and hope in
the Lord, from the consideration of what the Lord had done
for the saints, who were gone before him. They had their
trials and sufferings. They trusted in the Lord, and looked
to him for deliverance. They neither called on him, and
trusted him in vain. No. They trusted, and thou didst deli-
ver them, This is further expressed, and made use of by the
glorious Mediator in the following words:

V. 5. They cried unto thee, and were delivered : they trusted
in thee, and were not confounded.

This contains & glorious acknowledgment of the Lord’s
faithfulness to his saints. It contains full proof, that his eye
and his heart are upon them perpetually. That his ear is open
to the voice of their cry, That he is ready to save them,
They did not cry to the Lord, but he was gracious to them,
Yet here the head of saints cries, yet the Lord doth not work
deliverance for him. No. He their everlasting Saviour, cried
in the daytime, yet was he not heard. And in the night
season, and was not silent. No deliverance was granted him.
Until he had completed salvation work, and bowed his head
on the tree, saying, It ¢s finished. The Old Testaments were
delivered out of their distresses. Great and manifold deli~
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verances were wrought out for them, by the Lord. They
were not confounded, nor disappointed of their hope. They
never suffered for their sins. They never were under the curse
due to their transgression. Christ was. He therefore knew
he must sustain the whole due to him, as their representa-
tive and substitute. He therefore says in the following
words :

V.6. But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men,
and despised of the people.

From hence our Lord proceeds to the close of the eight-
eenth verse, to express and set forth his passion, in a very
particular and minute detail of the same. The contempt cast
upon him whilst in his sufferings, are expressed. The mob
which surround him, with the indignant looks with which
they expressed their indignation against him. The sorrows,
Eains, and torments he felt. The death which he suffered

y crucifixion. The parting his garments, with the soldiers
casting lots for his vesture, is all enumerated.

In these words, But I am a worm, we have our Lord ex-
pressing himself, in his low and sorrowful state of humilia-
tion, beyond any expressions which can be found elsewhere
in all the Bible. When the Lord would speak to his people,
in the very lowest frame, and feeling, case or circumstance
they can possibly be in, he uses these words, Fear not, thou
worm Jacoh. Here Jacob’s Saviour says, before Jehovah,
who laid on him the iniquities of all his people, and exe-
cuted opp him the curse due unto them, I am a worm. The
words are deep. They are vastly expressive of the mind,
frame, and feeling of Christ’s heart. He was now in the
hands of divine justice. He was now the subject who was
charged with all the sins of his people. His heart was now
as water. He now saw what sin was. He now felt the de-
sert of it. He knew it to be a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God. To be made a curse, and feel the
utmost severity thereof. He says, before his divine Father,
I am a worm. So low as that every one might tread and
trample on. It is by some said, the words I am a worm, ac-~
cording to the original, are, I am the red worm. Crimson
and purple, in the language of the Old Testament, is so
termed from a little worm springing out of a grain, or ker-
nel, by the blood, whereof the colour is made. Christ is the
red worm. He was dyed in his own most precious blood.
He was covered over with his own gore. [ am a worm, and
no man. He was treated as though he did not deserve the
very name. As though he was inferior to the lowest and
basest of men. He was a reproach of men, and despised of
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the people. None ever sunk so low as the suffering Mes-
siah, either in body or mind. He opened his veins of all
their precious treasure. His temples were encompassed with
thorns. His face was made black and blue with blows.
His body was in every part furrowed with wounds. Blood
flowed from every pore. lt stained his whole body. 1t was
immersed with it. Nothing but contempt was cast upon
him, No reproach could be done to him, but his enemies,
inflamed with the very malice of hell, exerted themselves in
the exercise of it towards him. The unbelieving Jews de-
spised him to the very utmost of their power and expression.
Our Lord was the subject of all this. It is here foretold.
And in the account given us, of Christ’s passion by the evan-
gelists, we have it realized in him,

V. 7. Al they that sce me, laugh me to scorn: they shoot
out the lip, they shake the head, saying—

As Christ was despised by his enemies, in his person, of-
fices, and miracles, su when they had him in their hands, and
be was a man of sorrows, then they shouted for joy. Then
they looked at him, and on him, with the utmost scorn and
contempt. Then they made wry faces at him. Then they
shaked their heads at him. They open their mouths against
him. Some pretended, on his saying, Iam the Son of God,
to be shacked at his blasphemy, as they called it. Others,
as though it was doing him too great honour to admit into

- the public court, smite him with a walking-staff. Another
boxes him on the cheeks. Several of them join in beating
him with their staffs. Others blindfolded him. Others in
a ludicrous way make sport of him. Others spat in his face.
Others pnt a mock sceptre into his hands, Others bow the
knee to him by way of derision. Others deride him in his
offices of prophet, priest,and king. Others set him at nought,
as though it was doing him too great a kindness to withhold
any sort of indignity and contempt from him, They one
and all, despise him altogether.

V. 8. He trusted on the Lord, that he would deliver him :
let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. Or, if he de-
light in kim. So it is in the margin.

Thus Christ was reproached and despised, and blasphemed
for his faith in God, He trusted in the Lord. He rolled
himself on the Lord. 8o it is in the margin. And it 1s very
emphatical. True faith, as it respects the exercise of it, is
thus fully expressed. It consists in this wholly and alone.
In rolling ourselves off ourselves on the Lord, and commit~
ting our persons, and all our concerns into his hands. The
apostle expresses it thus, Casting all your care upon him,
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for he careth for you. What can exceed in our conception,
the cruclty of mocking any one, in the article of death?
What tremendous act mnust it be, to insult any person in
such a case, for his trusting in the Lord! Yet thus was
Messiah treated. They despised him most heartily, as he
hung nailed to the cross, that he, such an one «s he, should
trust in the Lord, and expect deliverance from him. No.
He will be proved to be an impostor. This was the vehe-
mency of their spirits, and thus it continued. Even when
our Lord had been suspended for three hours on the cross,
and when about the sixth hour, or twelve o'clock at noon,
the sun was darkened until three in the afternaon, so that he
had now been six hours on the gibbet, and he cried with a
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani, that is to say,
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Some of them
that stood there, said, This man calleth for Elias. And straight-
way one of them ran, and took asponge, and filled it with vine-
gur, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. The rest
said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.
Matt. xxviii. ver. 46—49. Thus the prophecy and its ac-
complishment unite and agree. I would recapitulate the
foregoing verses, which have been opened thus. The Mes<
siah speaks of himself in such terms as these. As a worm.
As no man. As a reproach of men. As despised of the
people. As him who was laughed to scorn. As he was wha
was most severely mocked and contemned. As him whom
his enemies shook their heads at by way of scorn. As him
who was despised for his profession of faith in the Lord.
Were it given us to go over these particulars, and survey
them by the eye of faith, under the light and influence of
the Lord the Spirit, we should have a vast view of the sor-
rows and sufferings which invade our Lord’s body and mind,
when he stood up for us, and became our sacritice to take
away our sin. W hilst his suflerings began in his soul, they
also extended to his body. No part of it was without
wounds, blood, stripes, and torments. His whole humanity
was the subject of griefs, which none but himself could sus-
+ain under. He underwent cruel mockings. He endured
the contradiction of sinners against himself. He was red-
dened with his own flow. Nothing which imputed sin could
bring with it, on him, but he suffered. No sorrow, con-
tempt, paiu, grief, anguish, men, or devils, could possibly
impress on the senses of our divine Lord’s humanity, but
men and devils were actuaily engaged in. Even to a despis-
ing him for his contessing God was his Father, and expres-
sing his faith in him. -And as all this is clearly set before
us in the three last verses, which we have passed through;
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so our Lord’s access to the divine Father, with his faith and
hoge in him, is set before us in the two following verses.

/. 9. But thou art he that took me out of the womb ; thou
didst make me hope, when I was upon my mother’s breasts.

Christ was made like unto us in all things, sin only ex-
cepted. His human nature was the same with ours. Its
conception was through the overshadowing of the Holy
Ghost, An unspotted virgin was the mother of it. He came
into our world in vur nature, by conception and birth. He
was taken out of the womb, in perfect safety, by the power
of God. He therefore ascribes it to him. Thou art ke that
took me out of the womb. As the conception and birth of
Christ, was supernatural, beyond all the powers of nature
could produce, so what he was as the Immanuel, God-man,
God in our nature, was altogether ineffable, and to us in-
comprehensible. He, i. e. his humanity, was conceived and
born without all spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin.
He was, in a way we cannot explain, active in the exercise
of grace, from the very moment of his birth. Hence he says,
Thou didst make me hope, when I was upon my mother’s
breasts. 'I'his, with all other divine graces, all which in the
full assemblage of them, were wrought inherently in the
human nature of Christ, by the Holy Ghost, from his first
formation and articulation thereof, was exercised by Christ
just born into our world. Nor was there any cessation of it,
to the very moment he expired on the cross. His last act
was an act of faith, which he expressed thus, Father, into
thy hands I commend my Spirit. In the margin of these
words, Thou didst make me hope, it is, or, thou keepest me in
safety, when I was upon my mother's breasts. This was a
truth. For the holy child Jesus, was preserved in his very
infant state, when an infant, and suckling at the breast, from
Herod’s rage. Which is improved on by Messiah himself
in the next words.

V. 10. I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my
God from my mother’s belly.

The conception, incarnation, birth, and life of Christ, isa
subject most truly precious and divine. None could have
revealed it to the Old Testament saints, but the Eternal
Spirit. Although it is fully revealed, and hath been per-
fectly accomplisahed, yet even now, we cannot spiritually
apprehend the same, but by the unction of the Holy Ghost.

is persom, his love, hislife, his sufferings, contain the wis-
dom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom which
God ordeined before the world. The Messiah here acknow-
ledges Jehovah had been his protector, and helper, ever
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since he was brought forth into a tame state, £ was cast upon
thee from the womb. Thy love, wisdom, goodness, and care,
have been every momeut, from that time to this, exer-
cised towards, and upou me. Thou art my God from my mo-
ther’s belly. 1 acknowledged then, in the secrets of my mind,
that thou stoodest in this relation to me. [ profess this to
the very present mowment. In the full belief of this, my faith
is kept up, under all my sufferings, in the free and fullest
exercises thereof. On this | stay myself, Thou art my God.
I have been thy Holy One from my birth. I am holiness
itself in thy sight, and before thee. Inthe confidence, Thou
art my God, 1 cast myself on thee, to be carried through all
my sorrows and suffering. As thou kast been my God, my
helper from my mother’s belly, therefore I pray, O Lord my
God, to thee, for further help and succour,

V. 11. Benot far from me, for trouble is near, for there is
none to help.

Our Lord Jesus Christ knew all he was to pass through
for the salvation of his church. It was all made known to
him, in the council and covenant, into which the Father
entered with him, before all worlds, and which was to be
performed, and carried ioto full execution in the fulness of
time. Christ in his incarnate state, received light and in-
struction, how he was to act, what it became him to do, and
suffer, that he might become the author of eternal salvation.
He is here speaking in views and apprehensions, of the sor-
rows which conld not but invade his frame, when the utmost
rage of his enemies would break forth against him. As the
divine Father, as his God in covenant, was pleased, most
graciously pleased to carry him safely through the womb, to
bring him into the world, to sustain him in infancy, to pro-
tect him from the rage of Herod, and had led him on to
youth, had brought him to the prime of it, had testified of
him at his baptism, had been with him when he was tempted
by the devil, had given him the victory, and he was proved
thereby to be the seed of the woman, who should bruise the
serpent’s head: So he prays the Lord would be his helper,
when he should be surrounded by his. implaeable enemies,
who would not be contented except he were crucified.
This time was now before him. This trouble was near him.
No help was to be expected from any creature. He there-
fore prays, Be not far If'rom me. The reason is given con-
cerning his request. Ior trouble is near. I am almost im-
plunged and surrounded with griefs. He adds, For there is
none to help: no; Christ was to be fully exposed to suffer
all imputed sin could bring with it. None could help him.
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He was to be alone in his sufferings. His very disciples

were to forsake, and flee from him. He proceeds to speak

of the circumstances of his suflerings, and of himself as

under them, and of his crucifixion, and of the parting his

garments, in the six following verses, asso many arguments
_ with the Lord for being his helper.

V.12. Many bulls huve compassed me: strong bulls of
Bashan have beset me round.

This is very expressive of the Jewish senate, who were the
strength of the whole nation; who might well be expressed
nnder the term bulls, for their ferocity—or strong balls,
because they had such power, as to influence the common
people, to join in insisting on it that Christ should be cruci-
fied. And they might well be compared to the bulls of
Bashan, to express their loxury, their courage, their in-
fluence; which were such, that they frightened Pilate the
Roman governor, to pass the sentence of death upon our
Lord Jesus Christ, even though it was against his conscience
so to do. But it was their saying, If thou let this man go,
thou art not Cesar’s friend : whosoever maketh himself a king,
speaketh against Casar, compelled him to yield to their
will, concerning puttiug Christ to death. As our Lord was
arraigned before the high priests, scribes, Pharisees, and Jew-
ish rulers, he was as though he had been compassed about
with so many furious fat fed bulls of Bashan. These persons
compassed Christ around. W hat must his sorrows and feel-
ings have been, when they laid certain and grievous crimes
to his charge! Yet such was his unparalleled patience that he
opened not his mouth. The indignities these shewed to, and
exercised towards the Messiah are expressed by him thus:

V. 18. They gaped upon me with their mouths; or, They
opened their mouths against me, as a ravening and a roar-
ing lion.

These expressions are fully descriptive of their rage,
wrath, and viralency against the Prince of Life and Glory.
A lion rampant, a ravening lion, a roaring lion, according
to our conceptions, is tremendous. None would dare en-
counter this animal. It must be at their peril, should they.
QOur Lord was in the utmost danger when he was arrested
in the garden of Gethsemane, bound, and led first to Annas,
who hated him. Next to the palace of the high priest,
where the whole assembly were in their carriage towards
bim, as 10 many ramping and roaring lions. Nothing but
his blood would satisty them. They were like raveningﬁiom
tearing the prey. When we consider the figures used, the
expressions made use of, aud who speaks all this, even
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Christ by his prophet, they serve to convey an idea to the
mind, the situation and circumstance our Lord was in, when
he stood hefore the Jewish senate to be tried for his life,

V. 14. I am poured out like water, and all my bones are
out of joint: my heart is (ike war, it is melted tn the midst
of my bowels.

We have our most precions Jesus, expressing his suffer-
ings ina very expressive way and manner ; and also very com-
prehensive, In the garden, when our Lord’s mind was im-
ly_:ressed with what was contained in the imputation of sin to

im, he was heavy unto death. 'When the curse for it took
hold of him, he was in an agony, and sweat great drops of
blood. He might then truly say, I am poured out like water.
Here it was he poured out his strong crying and tears, unto
him that was able to save him from death. I should con-
ceive, our Lord when great clots or clodders of blood fell
from his sacred veins in the garden, sweat so profusely as.
to have his whole body covered with his own blood ; so that
he was bathed in it. If so, then the propriety of the ex-
pression is very significant. I cannot doubt of this being
the case before, and when, and whilst be hung on the cross.
When we consider how his body was scourged. His face
boxed. His head crowned with thorns. How be had shed
his most precious blood most copiously before he was cruci-
fied ; it 1s very natural to conceive, our Lord’s body, from
head to foot, was all covered over with clotted blood.
Whilst at the same time, blood must be flowing in large
quantity from every wound; so that he might well say,
1 am poured out like water. When he was stripped of his
clothes at the cross, and nailed to it, all his wounds must
have been torn open afresh, and from his hands and feet, when
bored through and through to fasten the body to the cross,
torrents of blood must flow forth. As we view this subject,
and consider the whole body of Christ bleeding, and con-
sider him as hanging on the cross, sending forth and shed-
ding blood from every part, from every pore, we cannot but
see the propriety of the expression, I am poured out like
water, He next speaks of what must have taken place at
his crucifixion. And all my bones are out of joint. The
cross was a kind of gibbet, or rack; which when Christ was
nailed to it, and the cross with his body nailed to it, was lifted
up, and the foot of it fell into the pit in earth digged for its
reception, it must have given a sudden jerk to the whole
frame, and caused a kind of dislocation. This seems ex-
pressed in these words, Al my bones are out of joint. We
can never fully appreliend the sorrows and suffering which
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oar Lord Jesus Christ sustained for us. He says, My heart
ts like wax. Clirist was the true Paschal Lamb, which was
to be roasted. The fire was to enter so into it, as that all
belon%ing to it, might be properly dressed. The command
runs thus, Eat not 4}:/‘ it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but
roast with fire: his head with his legs, and with the purtenance
thereof. Now as this could not be, but the heart must have
been as properly dressed as the other parts, so in allusion to
this, is the expression, My heart is like waz. The fire of
divine wrath melted, entered into, and was felt by Christ.
His heart in consequence of it, became as melted wax, be-
fore the Father’s wrath, comparable to fire. We may see
the propriety of the expression.. My heart is like waz, it is
tmelted im the midst of my bowels. QOur Lord had the deep
experience of all this.

. 15. My strength is dried up like a potsherd: and my
tongue cleaveth to my jaws, and thou hast brought me into the
dust of death.

As our Lord was crucified, and his body hung for six
hours on the tree, it brought on a fever on his frame; such
as to dry up all the radical moisture of it; so that he was
broken in his bodily frawme like a potsherd. His tougue
clave as it were to the roof of his mouth. By this, as the
means, the Father brought him into the dust of death.
I conceive all this may be properly conceived of, by ob-
serving that all done to Christ, was by the determinate
counsel and fore-knowledge of God; yet it was by wicked
hands Christ ‘was crucified and slain. Our Lord’s next
words are in close connection with those foregoing, con-
cerning his sorrows, crucifixion, and death.

V. 16. For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the
wicked have inclused me: they pierced my hands and my feet.

All hell was raised, and Satan put torth his utmost power
and malice against Christ, and influenced the elders and
people of the Jews, and Pilate and his Roman soldiers, to
exercise their hatred to the greatest degree against our most
adorable Lord. 1Ile had by them been scourged, crowred,
torn, and mangled. They had nailed him to the cross. Ile
hung on it suspended by the nails which fastened him to i1,
He being raised up, and lifted high on it, so as to be an
open spectacle to all; the multitude surrounded him, as a
circle. And they, together with the chief priests, and
rulers derided him, saying, I1e saved others, himself he cannvt
save. If he be the king of Israel let him now come down from
the cross and we will believe him. He trusted in God: lct him
deliver him now if he will have him, for ke said, 1 ame the Son
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of God. The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast
the same in his teeth. And they that passed by reviled him,
magging their heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the
temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou bethe
Son of God come down from the cross. Matt. xxvii. 3y—ad,
Our Lord Jesus who was thus taunted, as he hung on the
tree, might well say, For dogs have compassed me : the assem-
bly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced, or, as it is
in our old Bibles, they bored my hands and my feet. It was not
always the case to nail the criminal to the cross. It was
more common to tie them with cords. But Christ, though
perfectly innocent, must be dealt with in the most cruel and
severe manner. His hands and feet must be nailed. This
maust produce exquisite pain, almost, if not altogether to an
agony. The torments our Lord suffered in his body, exceeds
the uttermost of our apprehensions. They must have equal-
ized and exceeded all the sorrows of all wankind from the
fall to the last moment of time. Torrents of blood must
have issued forth from our Lord’s bored, pierced hands and
feet. He feltit. We only meditate on it. He endured it.
We only remember it. He knew his pains and sufferings.
They were his personally. We receive beuefit from the
same, and have nothing to do, but to give him everlasting

raise.
F V. 17. I may tell all my bones : they look and stare upon me.

Qur Lord Jesus Christ had been broken, and tortured in
cvery part of his body, by blows, scourgings, and putting a
crown of thorns on his sacred head, which encompassed iis
temples, broke the skin, opened the veins, and sent forth
streams of blood, which covered his face. As he hung on
the cross, his body was so tremendously wounded and
treken in every part, that his bones were so bare, they were
ready to start through the skin. This was occasioned by
the violent jerk given the whole frame, when the foot of the
crogs fell into its socket, 1 meau the pit dug for it. Our
Lord felt all. He endured all. He was sensible of all. As
his head reclined, and he looked to his sides, he might tell
!l his bones. Thus he was reduced in his frame; yet whilst
hie was thus piteously used, and such an object of sorrow,
suffering, patn, and grief, and the subject of it beyond all
which can be conceived or expressed: yet such as sur-
rcunded him, were Liard as adamant, and cruel as the ostrich.
‘They looked, gaped, end stared on him with envious eyes:
with gaping mouth. They look and stare upon me.

V. 18. They parted my garments among them, and cast lots
upon my vesture,
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This shews how quick and impressive the mind of Christ,
he, who had all the sins of the elect laid on him, and bore
them in his own body on the tree: who was now under the
very curse of God due unto all these sing, iniquities, and
transgressions: he who had been blasphemed, smitten with
rods, scourged, crowned with thorns, and pierced through
his hands and feet, and was now hanging with outstretched
arm on the cross, whose bones are all bare, and ready to start
and snap asunder, whose whole frame is as though it were
dislocated, yet he takes notice of all and every indignity
done him, even to the parting his garments, and casting lots
for his vesture. This shews the mind of Christ was all act.
1t was in every sense in full vigour, and properly exercised.
This was a deep ingredient into his cup of sufferings. He
took every thing done to him, and said of him, iunto his
mind. As we may express it, his heart was touched to the
quick at the indignities offered him. This circumstance here
mentioned, is taken notice of by all the evangelists, as fulfil-
led at Christ’s crucifixion, which is full proof that this Psalm
belongs to him ; and at this verse, the subject of our Lord’s
passion ends. It may be safely said, this subject is here so
set forth, as to exceed all which can ever be said by any of
the sons of men. The words are so expressive, so pathetic,
and so sublime, as to exceed all the hymns which ever were,
or can be indited by any saint, let his genius be what it may.
How should it be otherwise? It being the words the
Holy Ghost himself gave the prophet, to express this im-
portant sub ect, the sufferings of Christ, and set them forth
by. What follows is a prayer offered up by Christ, for his
own deliverance. This 1s contained in the next three fol-
lowing verses.

V. 19. But be not thou far from me, O Lord: O my
sirength, haste thee to help me.

None ever stood in need of such deliverance, as our Lord
Jesus Christ did. None was ever in the state he was. He
calls on the Lord in his uttermost distress. His words are
the very language of importunity. He wants immediate
deliverance. He had expressed bis case in the former verses.
He there recounted his pains, his griefs, his sorrows. He
there mentioned his enemies, and their cruel rage and hatred
against him. He had mentioned one of the last circum-
stances which befel him in his passion. He then cries out,
But be not thou fur from me, O Lord. To which he adds,
O my strength, haste thee to kelp me. 1 am in my greatest
extremity. Thou art my strength. Be thou ready to put it
forth, Let it be speedily done, O Jehovah, my suength,
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haste thee to help me, the alone Mediator between thee and
thy church. :
V. 20. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from
the power of the dog. _
By the sword, | should understand divine justice, as exe-
cuted on him, the man Jehovah’s fellow. Deliver ince from
which was to be expected, when it had done its ofiice. The
soul of Christ was the subject on which it had been exerted.
‘He prays for deliverance from it. He having now by his
personal obedience, sufferings, and oblation, answered and
satisfied fully all its demunds. By his darfing [ should con-
ceive the church, his mystic body, is to be understood ; who
being redeemed by his most precions blood, he prays, may
be delivered from the power of the dog, i. e. the devil. He
knew when he had finished his work, he was to obtain there-
by deliverance for himself, and for his people. He, there-
fore, agreeable with this, prays to his divine Father, Deliver
;zry soul from the sword: my darling from the power of the dog.
1s deliverance was the deliverance of his church. Itisn
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins. It is he who hath obgained eternal redemption;
and it for all his church. They are all equally redeemed by
him. He puts up his last request in these words:
V. 21. Save me from the lion’s mouth: for thou hast heard
me Ifrom the horns of the unicorns.

t may be conceived, during Christ’s passion, all the host
of hell, with the devil as their head, surrounded Christ, and
assaulted him, so to be saved out of, and to be freed from
their assaults, must have been to our Lord a great deliver-
ance. Our Jesus, as the lion of the tribe of Judah, was to
encounter the lion of hell. Our Lord brake through all
opposition, and conquered the devil and all his infernal
legions on the cross. He conquered death and him that had
the power of death, that is the devil. He as the lion of the
tribe of Judah, brake through all the hosts of hell, and
finally conquered them. He spoiled priacipalities and
powers. He made a shew of them openly, triumphing over
them in it, i. e. on the cross; or, rather, as it is in the mar-
gin, i kimself’; whilst our Lord might truly say, on the
congquest he made of the roaring lion of hell, and all his
principalities and powers together with him, O my soul, thou
last trodden down strength ; vet he ascribes all to the Father,
whose righteous servant he was. ‘To him he looked for de-
jiverance. Having received it, he acknowledges the same.
For thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns. The
creatures mentioned are very strong and fierce, Therefore
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are made use of, to express the strength and fierceness of
our Lord’s enemies. He had been in the midst of them.
They had surrounded him on every side. They had pushed
at him by the horns of their strength and power. He called
on Jehovah when he was thus beset by them. He was heard
and answered. He speaks therefore to the honour of the
Father, who sent him, and promised to be with him, and
uphold him with the right-hand of his righteousness. Z%ou
Aast, says Messiah to Jehovah, heard me from the horns of
the unicorns. On this follows Christ’s £raise for this; and
after it, the blessed fruits and effects of Christ’s sufferings
and death, and thus the Psalm concludes.

V. 2. I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the
midst of the congregation will I praise thee.

Our Lord fulfilled this on his resurrection from the dead.

When he appeared to Mary Magdalene, and said unto her,
Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father : but
go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God,and g/our God. Johnxx. 17.
The apostle quotes these words of the Psalm, to prove
Christ is a partaker of our nature. His words are these,
For bath he who sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all
of one ; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,
saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst
of the church will I sing praise unto thee. Heb. ii. 11, 12.
n our Lord’s a{)pearances, and conferences with his dis-
ciples, and apostles, in his resurrection state, he made knows,
and fully declared Jehovah’s name and salvation unto them.
When he was ascended, and seated at the right-hand of
the Majesty on high, he shed the Holy Ghost richly on
them, and by him they were guided into all truth.

V. 23. Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the sced
of Jacob, glorify him ; and fear him, all ye the seed of Isracl.

This is an address from our Lord Jesus Christ to his
people. He calls upon them to praise the Lord. He would
nave all the elect seed of Jacob, to glorify Jehovah, He
would have all the spiritual seed of Israel to fear him.
To believe in him. To pat their whole trust and confidence
in him. It is in the midst of the congregation he had de-
clared the name of the Lord. It was amongst his brethren
he had praised the Lord. It was in the church of the first-
born, whose names were written, he had determined to give
thanks to Jehovah. He would they should follow his ex-
emple, and join him herein. He gives his reasons, and
also matter for so doing, by which means they could not be
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at a loss how to express themselves, when met together, on
such an occasion.

V. 24. For ke hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction
of the afflicted; neither hath he hid kis face from kim; but
when ke cried unto him, ke heard.

Our Lord is here speaking of himself. e had becn both
despised and abhorred. His affliction had been great and
unexampled. He bad been forsaken of the Father. Je-
hovah had hid his face from him. He had cried unto the
Lord, who did not answer him. All this is freely and fully
acknowledged in the foregoing verses. Yet itis here quite al-
tered. The reason for which is this; the Lord Christ whilst
he was under the imputation of sin and guilt, as the surety
and representative of his people, and as he substituted his
person in their room and stead, was to be dealt with accord-
ingli. The Father’s holiness, justice, and hatred against
sin, had been fully manifested. He had been by him, made
sin, and a curse. _All the pains, sorrows, griefs, and anguish
imputed sin could produce he felt, and was for a season the
subject of. It was all finished. Hc was accepted in his
work. The Father had given him full proof and evidence
of this. He proclaims it in these words, For ke hath not
despised nor ubhorred the affliction of the afflicted. So far
trom it, that he had accepted the soul travail of Christ, and
was everlastingly well pleased with him for it. The afflic-
tions of the afllicted one, the Mcssiah came up before him
with acceptance antl delight. Ile would no longer hide
his face from him, but would remcmber him with everlaste
ing kindoess. He had shone forth with the free expressions
of his faveur on him, aud it is here recorded to Jehovah
the Father's praise. When the God-man cried unto him
for deliverance from the sword, from the dog, from the
lion’s mouth, he was heard from i1he unicorns. For this
Messiah will praise Jehovah. For this he calls upon his
whole church to praise Jchovah. Ye that fear the Lord,
praise him; all yethesced of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him,
all ye seed of Isracl. For he hath not despised nor abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted ; neitker hath he hid his face from
him ; but when he cried unio him, he heard. It is a principal
subject to support our minds, to counsider Christ hath been
accepted by Jehovah the Father, and his work declared to
be a finished salvation. It is matter of praise to Christ
higself. 1t may well therefore be matter of praise to us.

V.25. My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation-
Lwill poy my vows before them that fear thee.
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Thus the Messiah expresses himself to the divine Father,
on the subject before us. He says, My praise shall be of
thee. His eternal Father had carried him through all his
life of obedience, sufferings, and sorrows. He had fulfilled
to him all his promises. He had led him on safely, and
crowned him with victory and success. There Christ willac-
knowledge all this, and praise him for it. He will do this in
the great congregation. He will pay his vows, he will ac-
knowledge the truth of all this, before them that fear the
Lord. How is this done? Most assuredly by the preaching
of the everlasting gospel, in which all this is recorded. In
the other ordinances of divine worship, by which the Lord’s
name is celebrated, praised, extolled, and magnified; and
this may be ascribed to Christ; so as that he may well say,
My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will
paymy vows before them that fear thee. He being the founda-
tion of all instituted worship, and the praise of Jehovah, as
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom
the whole plan of grace originated, is one of the most spi-
ritual and special acts of worship. :

V. 26. The meek shall eat and be satisfied : they shall praise
the Lord that seek him : your heart shall live for ever.

This is expressive of the blessed fruits of Christ’s sal-
vation. He is the bread of life. He is the wine of
consolation. He is the balm of Gilead. He is the grand
restorative. He cures every wound. He supplies every
want. He pardons every sin, He is all-sufficient for every
case. His called people feed on him. They find a most
blessed repast in his sacrifice. They feast on the same
to a holy satiety. They are in their own apprehensions
in, and of, and from themselves, altogether undone. The
Holy Spirit having shewed them what they are, makes
them meek and broken-hearted. Thus they are emptied of
all hope in themselves. He directs them to Christ. He
gives them the saving knowledge of him. Ile gives them
spiritual hungerings and thirstings after him. He enables
them to receive the knowledge of the blood and righteous-
ness of his love and salvation into their minds. They feed
onit. They are satisfied. They praise the Lord, Father,
Son, and Spirit, as the God of all grace, They seck after
increasing knowledge, and communion with the Three in
Jehovah, in their offices in the covenant of grace: such
shall live for ever. Here is the promise of it to them, fromn
Christ himself. He says to such, Your heart shall live for
ever. ‘Then the bringing in the whole clection of grace into
Christ is prophesied of.

P2
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V. 27, All the ends of the world shall semember, and be
turned unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations
shall worship before thee.

Which will be accomplished before the clese of time,
All nations, Jews and Gentiles, shall unite one day under
one head, Christ, the universal king and conqueror. There
shall be one Lord, and his name shall be one. The gospel
shall be preached to them. The Holy Ghostshall makeit the
power ot God ta their salvation. By this means they shall
remember Christ, as almighty to save. This shall influence
them, so as that they shall turn to the Lord ; and all nations,
all kindreds, tongues, and pcople, shall worship before him.
This shall most assuredly be for the following reason :

V. 28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor
among the nations.

Jesus Cbrist is king of the whale world. He isking of all
the nations and empires in it. He is king of nations, and he
is king of saints; and oneday he will prove himself to be the
governor among the nations, and execute justice and judg-
ment amongst them. There can be no withstanding him.

V. 29. A%l they that be fat upon earth shall eat apd worship :
all they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and
none can keep alive his own soul.

This seems to express, how high and mighty kings and
emperors shall be brought low. They shall willingly or un-
willingly submit to him. They shall acknowledge their de~
pendence on him. They shall eat and worship, by ad-
mitting their subjects to confess Christ, and sing to his
praise. Even suchas go down to the dust, under the sentence,
Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return, shall bow
before him, as forced to resign their breath whensoever he
pleases. It shall be fully proved in each and every one of
them, that none can keep alive his own soul.

V. 30. 4 seed shall praise him ; it shall be accounted to the
Lord for a generation.

This is the fruit of our Lord's soul travail. They shall
be brought forth age after age, in every succeeding genera-
tion, This séed shall be highly regarded by the Lord.” They
will be of high account in his estimation. He will reckon
them as his peculiar treasure, They shall be the objects of
his ineffable delight. It shall be written of them all, These
are the persons in whom Jehovah delighteth. For their
sakes, generation shall succeed generation, until they are
all brought forth into actual existence; and they shall al}
of them be biought out of darkness into marvellous light.
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'V.381. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness
untoa people that shall be born, that he hath done this.

They shall come to Christ for salvation. They shall de-
clare all their hope for life everlasting, is in him alone.
They shall declare his righteousness is their everlasting per-
fection. This they will do to a people amongst them, who
shall be born again. They shall declare the Lord alone with
his own arm wrought salvation. The Lord bless what is
written. ‘Amen.

PSALM THE TWENTY-THIRD.

Its title is, 4 Psalm of David.

‘We have had our Lord Jesus Christ set before us, in the
Psalms we have gone through, as the Blessed Man, or, Man
of Blessedness. As the Father’s king seated by him on his
holy hill of Zion. AstheCon ueroro%Sin,Satan, and Death.
As the Holy One. As the Perfect One. As the Royal
Priest. As the Saviour of his church. As the Head and
Surety of his people. We have had him in his glory as the
Sun of Righteousness set forth. We have had him in his
eatrance into heaven, with his coronation, acceptation by
the Father, and glorification: with his life and blessedness
within the veil declared. We have had his passion described;
and we have here a new title given him, which is that of
Shepherd. This Psalm contains a new subject. It sets
forth Christ in his pastoral office. As the great Shepherd
and Bishop of souls. It is very expressive of his care over
his people. Of his supplying their wants. Of his atten-
tion to them in giving them rest. In his causing them to
lie down in green and flourishing pastures. 1n his leading
them where they may be refreshed. In his restoring them
when sick or ﬁmguid. In his leading them in paths of
righteousness. In his saving them from fear. In his lead-
ing them safely through the valley and shadow of death.
In his being then and there present with them. In his sup-
porting them. In his preparing and entertaining them with
all good. In his anointing them, and causing their cup to
overflow with his goodaness; which leads the psalmist .0
conclude there shall be a continuation of all this, through
life, and glory everlasting at the close of it. The Psalm
is spoken by one individual, but most assuredly belongs
to all the family and household of faith. One says, “ the
Book of Psalms, containing spiritual songs and hymns,
written by king David and others, is so called, because it
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signifies to touch sweetly ; because with the voice was joiried
the sound of musical instruments.” Mr. Romaine says,
“ There are three Hebrew names often used in the titles of
the Psalms, which the Septuagint have translated Psalnrs,
Hymns, and Songs. The word rendered by them as the
running title to this book, is expressive of the general design,
and is an abridgment of the whole matter. The word The-
hilim comes from a Hebrew word, that signifies the brisk
motion of light, shining and putting its splendour upon any
object, and tlis makes it bright and illustrious. Hence
comes the propriety of the word, as it is used to rraise,
which is to set an object in the light, that the rays shining
upon it may render it splendid and beautiful, and thereby
glorious and praise-worthy. Such are the Psalms. They
are rays of light. Enlighteners (if I might use such a word,
and it is the literal sense of the Hebrew hymns) intended
to manifest the glury of the person, and to shew forth
the praises of the work of God-Jesus: for light, in its
various uses of nature, is the appointed emblem of the Lord
Christ.” I conceive this will cast a glory on this Psalm
before us.

V. 1. 4 Psalm of David.

The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not want.

Our Lord was personified and sct forth under this title
and character by several persons, who were types of him.
As Abel, who was a keeper of sheep. Jacob, of whom the
prophet suys, dnd Jacob fled into the country of Syria,
and Isracl served for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep.
Hosea xii. 12.  DMoses and Aaron, of whom it is said, Thou
leddest thy people like a flock, by the hand of Moses and
Aaron. And David the Son of Jesse, was s shepherd, a
type of Christ. .Jehovah chose Deovid also his servant, and
took him from the sheepfolds. From following the sheep, the
cwes great with young, he brought him to feed Jacob his people,
and Isracl his inheritance. So he fed them according to the
integrity of his heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of his
fands. The Lord says, lg-le brought through the Red Sca,
his people, with the shepherd of his flock. ~ Jsaiah Ixiii. 11.
‘Fhe Mezsiah, the antitype of all these, is often spoken of in
the sacred records under this title. I will set up shepherds
over iem which shall feed them : and they shall fear no more,
nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.
Reheld, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto
David a righteous Branch, and a King skall veign and prosper,
and shall evecute judgment end justice in the earth. In his
days Judah shall bz saved, and lsraci shall dwell in safets :
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and this is his name whereb‘y he shall be called, THE LORD
OUR RIGHTEOQOUSNESS. Jer. xxiii. 4—6. lsaiah
speaks of Christ under this title thus, Ile shall feed his flock
like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and
carry them tn his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are
with young. Chap. xl. ver. 11. Zec%arialz says, Awake,
O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that ism
Sellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd and the
sheep. shall be scattered : and I will turn my hand upon the
little ones. Chap. xiii. ver. 7. Our Lord applies this to
himself, as he entered on his passion. In the Old Testa-
ment he is called the Shepherd. Jehovak’s Skepherd. The One
Shepherd. e styles mmself, the Good Shepherd. He is
entitled by Paul, The great Shepherd of the sheep, who was
brought back again Ifrom the dead, by the blood of the ever-
lasting covenant. Pecter styles Christ, the Chief Shepherd.
The Lord Jesus cannot be a shepherd without a flock.
These are his beloved ones, which were given him by the
Father, whom he undertook for from everlasting. For whom
he came down from heaven, and expressed his love to such
a degree, as to lay down bis life for them. On them his
heart is so set, that nothing can alter it. He stands in the
relation of Shepherd unto them. He takes them under
his care. He causes them to hear his voice. They are
washed in his blood. They are clothed with his righteous-
ness. He feeds them. lle provides for them. lIe guides
them. le defends them. He will never fail them, nor
forsake them. Ile gives them eternal life. He is all-suffi-
cient for them in every casc and circumstance. This the
prophet was fully assured of. He therefore says, The Lord
ts my Shepherd, I shall not want. He may be considered as
speaking for, and in the name of the whole church, which

hrist hath purchased with his own blood. For Christ is to
one individual, what he is to all his sheep and lambs ; and he
is the same to all, that he is to one single individual of
them. O that we might believe this.

V. 2. Hemaketh me to lic down in green pastures: he leadeth
me beside the still waters.

Green pastures are very relieving to the eye. Fresh
pastures arc very acceptable to sheep. To be led forth by
the shepherd to waters still and quiet, is quite suited to their
natures, and acceptable to them. It is also good for them:
so the Bord’s people, under the conduct and guidance of
Christ, find it good, to be led by Jehovah their Shepherd.
He opens to them the sacred Scriptures. He shews what is
contained in them. le makes them apprehensive of the
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perpetual life, light, vigor, and comfort they contain. He
ives them such knowledge of the same, as causes them to
Swell on them with delight. To rest in the truth of what is
expressed in them with satisfaction. They rest all their faith
in Christ, on the authority of them. The gospel is to them
as green pastures. FHe maketh me to lie down in green
pastures. It is his own act to secure them. To give them
soul refreshment. To make his word spirit and life unto
them. He leadeth me beside the still waters. This is all
ascribed by the prophet to Jehovah. To him as his Shep-
herd; and Christ was he. Blessings on him, he is the
Shepherd of his holy and beautiful flock. He says, Iam
the good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.
Ang bere is the proof of it. One of them, for all the rest, is
here making his acknowledgement of it. He found Christ
to be in him, 4 well of water springing up unto everlasting
life. He therefore says, He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He found living waters flowing from the rock of salvation,
and was refreshed with the sight, sense, and enjoyments of
the same; all which he ascribes to Jehovah his Shepherd.

V. 3. He restoreth my soul : he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

The minds of the Jambs and sheep of Christ’s pasture, are
the subjects of a variety of diseases. From within, and from
without. Theysometimes coutract quiet. Atseasons they are
wounded by the assaults of thedevil. They are at times cold
in their affections to the Lord. Their affections are at times
drawn off Clirist, and alienated from him. They have their
seasons when they are prone to stray from the Lord, the foun-
tain of living waters, and they hew out to themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns which can hold no water. Be this, and let it
break out, and discover itself as it may, this blessed and divine
Shepherd is ever ready to save. To heal. To pardon. To cure.
'To restore. Tolead in the right way. To direct to the city of
habitation. All which proves the c{emency of his mind. The
greatness of his love. The strength of his affection. And
how greatly he dclighteth in his people to do them good.
‘The prophet saith, He restoreth my soul. It implies wounds
had been made. Guilt had been contracted. That there
hud been some waunderings from the Lord. Without which
there could be nonced of the Lord’srestorings, revivings,heal-
ings, and manifestative help and recoverings. The heavenly
Shepherd who hath in his own person, and by his own
wounds and blood, obtained everlasting health and cure, for
all the wounds, sins, guilts, and alienations of his pcople from
biw, is most divincly disposed to impart a real sense and
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apprehension of the same nnto them. It is hereby they are
. restored and brought back to the great Shepherd and Bishop

of their souls. So says the apostle. For yewere as sheep fm'ng
astray ; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bushop of
your souls. The prophet had the experienee of this in his
own case. He therefore speaks for himself; and to exalt
Christ’s praise. Saying, He restoreth my soul. And being
restored, the same Jehovah magnifies the exceeding riches
of his-grace, in his kindness towards his beloved. He lead-
eth me tn the paths of righteousness. It deserves notice, it is
Jehovah the ghepherd, it is our Lord Jesus Christ himself
which is here spoken of. He it is maketh his Aock to rest at
noon. He itis who maketh his sheep and lambs to lie down,
quietly and contentedly, in the green pastures of his sacred
word, and ordinances. He it 1s who leadeth them beside
the still waters, Who refreshes them. Who heals their
wounds. Who cures them of their spiritual diseases. Who
invigorates their mind. Who makes them strong in the grace
which is in himself. He it is who leadeth them in the paths
of righteousness. He it is, who from his word, and by his
Spirit, shews them the glorious perfection of his own robe of
righteousness. He leads them to look on it. To admire ir.
To rest ou it as the robe of salvation. To gloryinit. To
come before the Lord in it. To walk before him in the full be-
lief, that he hath made Christ sin for them, that they might
be made the righteousness of God in him. He teacheth them
how to walk in the belief of what they are in him, in the paths
of communion with the Lord, and before him, unto all well
pleasing. All he hath done for them, all he doth within
them, all he doth by them, is for his name’s sake. It is all
out of his own heart. It is all to the praise of the glory of
his grace. And it is all here ascribed to him. The Lord
brings his people by effectual calling into the state of grace.
He gives them such spiritual sights and apprehensions of
themselves, as gives them real evidence how they need Christ
every moment, and for every thing. Hereby they bave in
themselves full evidence, that without Christ they can do
nothing. And hereby they are fitted to receive Christ as all
their salvation, and all their desire. This makes way for the
prophet, asone of them, to express himself, as he doth in
the next words:

V. 4. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I mill fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.

Walking is a progressive motion. We never stand stiil.
Saints have a journey before them, They must walk on in
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the journey of life. They cannot close it but by death. This
at tf)eirjourney’s end. They cannot be excused. Theymust
be in the valley. In it there is a shadow. Itisa low val-
Jey. So low, that the believer in Jesus cannot walk in a
Jower. It is the valley of the shadow of death. In it death
and the believer will meet. They cannot meet together but
here. They will here meet very good friends. No sooner
do believers find themselves in this valley, but they begin to
find there is no cause to fear any evil. Forasin Christ, they
are without all spot of sin, so they are made the righteous-
ness of God in him. And being found in him, they are per-
fectly safe, aud everlastingly secure. Christ 1s the death of
Death. He hath abolished it. They only fall asleep in their
bodies. They die in them, that they may live in Christ, and
with him, to eternal ages. The believer does not countinue in
this valley, but he walks through it. At the end of it eter-
nal glory opens to his view. He enters it through this pas-
sage. Whatsoever he may feel, he finds nothing real, to give
him the least cause for uneasiness. Because the sting of
death is done away in Christ, and taken out by him. So
that there is nothing but the shadow of death. There isonly
the reflection of it. The prophet being perfectly acquainted
with the subject of what is here expressed, says for himself,
Yea, though I walk throughthe valley of the shadow of death,
1 will fear no evil. lle gives good reason why he will not.
For thou art with me. The great and good Shepherd will be
with all his people, whilst they walk through the valley and
shadow of death. His presence is all-sufficient to cheer and
support them. To fill them with hopes full of immortality.
To cause them to trivmph in Christ, and to sing aloud for
Joy. Thou art with me, O Jesus, says the believer. Thyrod
and thy staff, they comfort me. The everlasting gospel of the
blessed God, the revelation made in it of the person and sal-
vation of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the promises connected
with it, we as a rod, and siaff, to bear up, and support a
dying believer. The prophet was well persuaded of it.

V.5. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup run-
neth over.

This great, this good, this most blessed Shephe:d, hath,
doth, and will, provide for his sheep, all the while they are
i1 this present state. They shall bave the ordinances of di-
vine worship. They shall be fed and feasted by the Lord bim-
self.  Himself, the liviug bread, the lifegiving bread, the
bread of God, the bread of everlasting life, will feed them.
He will nourish them up unto everlasting life. The dispensa-
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tions of his grace, in the outward administration, and its in-
stitutions, shall be open, even in the very view of the ene-
mies of his church. He will anoint his people, by shedding
the unction of his Holy Spirit upon them. This shall cause
them to erect their heads. They will look up with holy bold-
ness, confidence, and cheerfulness. Thus the people of God,
fed, feasted, secured from their enemies, may well be satisfied,
as the prophet here is. Who says, My cup runneth over. By
which I understand, he abounded with blessings. He had
more than he could possibly express. So have all the Lord’s
people, had they bat eyes to see it. Which, if they did, they
would abound in thanksgivings unto the Lord.

V. 6. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me allthe days
of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

It must be so. It could not be otherwise. Because Jeho-
vah was his Shepherd. He who had done so great things for
him, and whose nature and person is a fountain of inex-
haustible grace, would follow him all through life with the
blessed fruits and evidences hereof. The prophet is confi-
dent of it. And he expresses bimself on t{:is subject thus.
Verily it shall be so. God’s goodness and mercy towards me
shall be immutable. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life. 1 shall be the subject of Christ’s
mercy, so0 longas I am the subjectof sin. He will be a foun-
tain of never-failing goodness to me, so long as I am in this
present evil world.  And when this tabernacle of my body is
dissolved by death, 1 being absent from it shall be present
with the Lord. And I will dwell, and shall dwell in the

house of the Lord for ever. May the Lord bless his truth.
Awen.

PSALM THE TWENTY-FOURTH.

The Psalm before us hath this title only, 4 Psalm of
David. '

It is generally couceived by commentators, this Psalin was
penned when David caused the ark to be brought up from
Gibeah, or rather when it was taken out of the house of
Obed-edom the Gittite, and conveycd to the city of David,
You have an account of it, in ¢ Sam. chap. 6. And a more
full account of the same in 1 Chronicles, chap. 15. The
service was performed according to God’s order. The priests
were in their proper apparel. ‘The Levites had their sacved
vestments on, The singers were properly organized. 'They
had this song given them. It wasto be sung with vocal wnd
instrumental music. And Duvid, himsclf, was clothed with a
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vobe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and
the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the
singers: David had also upon him an ephod of linen. Thus
all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with
shouting, and with sound of cornet, and with trumpets, and
with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries and harps. See
verses 27 and 28. Now either on this occasion, or when the
ark was brought into Solomon’s temple, was this sacred an-
them sung. [t svits both solemnities. Yet it must be al-
lowed one better than the other. For instance. On the so-
lemnity of bringing up the ark to the place which David
prepared for it, the Levites bore it upon their shoulders,
And such ef them as were singers, with instruments of mu.
sic, psalteries, and harps, and cymbals, sounding, lifted up
the voice with joy. And the priests blew with the trumpets
before the ark of the Lord, and they might sing, Lift up
your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlusting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in. Yet, as then there were
no gates and doors for them literally to pass through, it
seems more suitable to the solemnity of carrying the ark
into the temple of Solomon. Of which we read, 1 Kings
viil. ver. 3, 4, 10, 11.  4nd all the elders of Israel came, and
the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark of
the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and the holy
vessels that were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests
and the Levites bring up. And it came to pass, when the
priests were come out of the koly place, that the cloud filled the
house of the Lord. So ihat the priests could not stand to mi-
nister because of the cloud : for the glory of the Lord had filled
the house of the Lord. Now I conceive this Psalm before us,
whilst it suited both of these solemn occasions, yet the last
more especially. As we may conceive, when the ark was
carried into the temple, as the priests bare it on their shoul-
ders, and came to the gates of it, admittance might be de-
manded. The Levites who followed the processton sung,
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye ever-
lusting doors ; and the éing of glory shall come in. To which
another part of the sacred choir might reply, Who is this
King of glory? The former immediately rejoined, The Lord
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. As they pro-
ceeded and came near the porci of the Lord’s house, they
might again sing, Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even lift
Lhem up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come
sn. On which the porters may be considered as asking, Who
ts this King of glory? The others immediately reply, The
Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 'The Holiest of All
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was a room thirty feet square, and thirty feet high, overlaid
with pure gold, which amounted in value, according to Dr.
Prideaux, to 4,320,000 .. of our money sterling. Here the
priests deposited the ark, which was a sacred figure of the
person of Christ. It was a sacred chest, in which were de-
posited the tables of the law. It was made of Shittim wood,
which was covered over within and without with pure gold.
It was covered with the mercy-seat, which was a plate of
solid gold. At the ends of it, were the cherubims of glory.
The wings of the cherubims were stretched out, with their
faces towards each other ; covering the mercy-seat with their
wings. Hereby a throne was formed, between which, the
representations of the Great Ones, Jehovah in a cloud of
glory dwelt. The ark was entitled as follows. The ark o
God. The ark of the Lord of hosts whick dwelleth between 1.
cherubims. The ark of the covenant. The footstool of our
God. The ark of his strength. The ark of the Lord. The
holy ark. It was not to be touched on pain of death, When
it was to be removed, Aaron’s sons were to cover it, with the
covering vail. By which I understand, the curtain which
sepurated the Holy from the Most Holy place. And on this
a covering of badgers’ skins was to be put, and over a cloth
wholly of blue. See Numbers iv. ver.5, 6. I bave men-
tioned these things, as conceiving they will give some light
into many termns used in the Psalm betore us.

The subject of it is, the lordship, empire, and entrance of
Christ into thie Holiest of All.  With an account of those
who are his, and who, in his right, shall also enter where he
is, to behold his glory. Then his most glorious entrance is
expressed. His majesty proclaimed. He is styled the Kin
of glory. His strength and might in battleis declared. An
the Psalm ends with pronouncing him to be the Lord of
hosts, the King of glory. To which the word Selah, as a
nota-bene, is fixed. And thus it concludes.

V.1. 4 Psalm of David. Tke earth is the Lord’s, and the
Sfulness thereof ; the world, and they that dwell therein.

It is the glory and excellency of scripture, to ascribe all
to God. He created all things visible and invisible. The
earth and all contained therein. The earth is the Lord’s, and
the fulness thereof. He speaks on this subject thus. I, even
my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host
have I commanded. For thus saith the Lord that created the
heavens, God himself that formed the earth and made it; he
hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited : I am the Lord, and there is none else. lIsai, xlv,
ver, 18. ltis a wonderful display of his eternal power and



