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acts flows. Trom one sinner, and from what follows
from b's acting as though he thought there was no God,
the prophet proceeds to shew what all other sinners are,
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is
none that doeth good; so says the prophet. All men pro-
ceeded from one man. He sinned and corrupted all his
posterity. He was the means by which sin entered into
the world: in consequence of which, all the actual sin
which hath ever been in our world, hath bad its existence
and continuation. The whole human race, in each of its in-
dividuals who have lived long enough in our world, to think
and act, and speak for themselves, have done abominable
works. There is none among thewm, whilst in their fallen
state, doeth good.

V. 2. The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children
of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and
seek God.

We read in Noak’s time, who was the tenth generation
from Adam, that God sow that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of k's heart was only evil continually. ~In David’s time, fallen
man was expressly and most exactly the same. When our
Lord Jesus Christ was upon the earth in person, he said,
concerning fallen man, the very same for the substance of
it. His words are these: For from within, out of the heart
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
thefts, covetousness, an evil cye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.
Al these evil things come from within, and defile the man. In

‘oak’s time—in David’s time—in Christ’s ime, God’s views
and testimony of fallen men, are one and the same,

V. 3. They are all gone aside, they are altogether become
Jilthy : there is neme that doeth goud, no, not one. Or, in
other words, there is none righteous, no, nut ouve.

Each and evcry one of the Lord’s called people, have the
truth of this fully proved to them, and mn them, by the
teachings of the I}J’ord the Spirit.  He, in convincing them
of sin, gives them to know that the whole world is become
guilty before God ; and that by the deeds of the law can no
flesh living be justified. By this means we are brought to
give up all our hope in God, on account of what we are in
ourselves, or can possibly do for ourselves.

V. 4. Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat
up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord.

The words are a'question put by the Lord to such as were
persecutors of his people. It may refer to the injarious
wreatment of Christ’s disciples and followers, in the land of
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Judea. The persecutors of the Lord’s people were so greedy,
that it was food to them to destroy them. It was bread,
food, and every thing to them, to kill and slay the prophets
of the Lord. "They were so greedy and cager in this busi-
ness, like a person whose appetite being keen, he craves no
blessing on his food ; so these persons called not upon the
Lord: no; not when they saw his hand lifted up against
them, and were put in fear thereby.

V. 5. They feared a great fear, as it is in the margin; or,
as it is in the text, There were they in great fear: for God is
in the gencration of the righteous,

It seems to be implied, the Lord had fought against them,
and filled their minds with dread, when they were about to
surround and devoyr his people; like as when the Philistines
spread thewselves in the valley of Replaim, against David
and the Iraelites; and the Lord bid him fetch a compass be-
hind them, and come upon them over against the mul-
berry trees; and when he heard a sound of a going in the
tops of the mulberry trees, it was to be an item that the
Lord was gone before him to smite the host of the enemies;
so when the Lord defended his people in the days of Jehoram,
king of lsrael, he caused the enemy to hear a noise of
chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host,
Now in such instances as these, the enemy was in great fear.
1t was because Godis in the generation of the righteous.

V. 6. You have.shamed the counsel of the poor, because the
Lord is his refuge.

Or, rather, the enemy were ashamed. The counsel of the
Lord’s poor saints was beyond that of their enemies. Their
calling on the Lord, their dependence on himn, and his ap-
pearance for them, fully proved he was their refuge,

On viewing, and recapitulating all which went before,
concerning the full, the state of sinners by the fall, the
tremendous effects of it with every kind of sin, persecution,
distress and misery throughout all sorts and kinds of men,
the prophet expresses his longing and tervent desire for the
coming of Christ in the flesh, aud for the blessings of his
salvation,

V. 7. O that the salvation of Israel were come ot of Zion!
when the Lord bringeth back the caplivity of his people, Jacob
shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

Jesus Christ is the salvation of God. He only is Jesus
the self-existing Saviour. He is the bright and morning
star. The day-spring from on high. The light of ever-
lasting life. . The sun of righteousness.  He shone forth ag
light out of darkncss, immediately upon the full.  He wag
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looked unto by all believers, from that time, and forwards,
as that adorable one, who was to come into the world 1o
save his people from their sins. Mankind were sitting in
darkness and in the shadow of death. Sin was rampant.
All had sinned and come short of the glory of God.
Every thing was at the worst. The disease of sin, which
was universal. Then the Saviour is very greatly desired by
such as were waiting for his coming. None but Christ
could be a Redeemer. He was to come out of Zion. He
was the head of his Church. He was promised to his
Church. The prophet expresses the one prayer of all the
Church. He does it by way of exclamation ; O that the
salvation, or, the Saviour of Israel were come out of Zion !
This would be attended with the most beneficial conse-
quences. The people of God would be redeemed. They
would be brought out of their state of spiritual captivity.
The yoke of sin, Satan, death, and hell would be effectually
hroken because of the anointing, or the Anointed One, that
is Christ.  When the Lord shouid effect this, and bring
back the captivity of his people, it would be matter for holy
gladness and joy. Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be
glad. May the Lord the Spirit create in our minds, such
views of what sin is, of what is contained in the fall, and of
the love of Christ, in becoming incarnate, and living in our
world to save his people from their sins, as may render hiin
precious to our souls for evermore. Grant this, O Lord
Jesus Christ, for thy name’s sake. Awmen,

PSALM THE FIFTEENTH.

The title of this Psalm is, Of David.

It treats of cur Lord Jesus, the true David. The Beloved.
The Well-Beloved of his church. The Beloved One, in
whom the Father is well pleased. In whom his soul de-
lighteth. He is here set forth in the purity of his nature.
The holiness of bhis mind. 'The integrity of his will. The
perfection of his righteousness. As he who should ever
abide in God’s tabernacle.  Who should dwell in his holy
hill. ' Who should never be moved, but dwell in the Lord,
and with the Lord for ever.

V.1. 4 Psalm 3{" David. Lord, who shall abide in thy
tabernacle? IVho shall dwell in thy holy hill?

'T'he tabernacle of the Lord in ihe wilderness, was com-
manded, appointed, and framed according to his own most
divine direction. It was a type of Christ. Of his taber-
nacling umongst bis people. Let them make me a tabernacle
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that I may dwell among them. Exed. xxv. 8. It was the
seat of worship. The temple of Solomon was the same. In
it'the Lord dwelt between the cherubim in a cloud of glory,
as the outward visible token of his presence. Here the se-
cond person in the lncmnprehensible Essence, shone forth
and was scen in a visible form, with such insignia of Ma-
jesty by the Eruphet [saiah, that he said, mine eyes have seen
the king the Lord of hosts. None entered the holy of holies
but the high priest; the representative of our high priest
the Lord Jesus Christ. The question is, prayerwise, Lord,
who sha!l abide in thy tabernacle ¢ who shall dwell in thy holy
hill?  Such is the holiness, purity, majesty, greatness, and
glory € Jehovah, that nouve can. No. Neithier angels, nor
men. No. None ean upon the footing of their uttermost
putity and pertection. It is only in him who is both God
and man in one person, Jehovah can look on any with im-
mutable love, complacency, and satisfaction. This, as it
respects the church of God in our world, was most fully ex-
pressed in a visible type. The high priest was the figure of
God's holy one. He was of the Lord’s appointment. He
was clothed with garmenis commanded by the Lord. They
were for glory and beauty. He had a crown on his forehead
of pure gold.  On it were engraven in lurge letiers, Holiness
to the Lord. He was anointed with holy ail. In all which he
wus the very express figure of Christ. He made an end of
sins for the church, once every year. He entered into
God’s immediate presence, into the holiest of all as the re-
presentative of all the people. It was in him God beheld
themm. His acceplance in the discharge of his work aud
oftice, was the acceptance of the whole charch. Now the
typical high priest did not abide in the tabernacle, but tran-
stently. He did not dwell in the Lord’s holy hill. The tem-
ple was built on Mount Zion, or, as it is sometimes written,
Sion. Hence it is called the Lord’s holy hill, because here
he dwelt, in the manifestation of his grace, towards his
people, in the sacred memorials of his Christ, set before
them, in every part of those sacred symbols, emblems, and
types of Christ, in the furniture of the tabernacle, and tem-
ple. Now the questions asked, Lord who shal/l abide in thy
tabernacle ? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? ave thus, [
conceive, to be understood. Seeing, O thou incomprehen-
sible Jehovah, who dwellest in the holy of holies, enthroned
in glory, before whom the high priest presents himself,
whom thou art pleased to admit to draw near unto thee,
even at thy footstool, npon whom thou art pleased to shine,
asd who departs thy presence to declare all this, by blessing
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the people in the name of the Lord. Seeing he does not
abide in thy tabernacle, nor dwell in thy holy hill. He is
in, and out of it. He s but partially there. The questions
then proposed to thy divine Majesty, for the satisfaction of
thy whole church, if so be thou wilt be pleased to return in
thine infinite grace and condescension an answer unto them,
are these. Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Wha
shall always enjoy thy presence? Who shall be admitted
into thy secrets? Who shall enjoy thee fully? Who shall
comprehend thee perfectly? Who shall enjoy thee uninter-
ruptedly? Who shall have full and complete fellowship
with thee? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? Some one
maost. This is very clear by the types thou bast given. By
the memorials thou hast appointed. By the ordinances thou
hast made known thyself to thy saints, and church by.
Wilt thou condescend to indulge thy church with an an-
swer to these most important questions put up to thy divine
majesty ? | look on these questions, as containing in them,
what 1s expressed by Solomon, in his solemn and deep pa-
renthesis of wonder, with which he broke out in his prayer,
at the dedication of the temple, But will God indeed dwell
on the eurth? behold the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot
eontain thee ; how much less this house that I have builded,
1 Kings viii. 27. The Psalmist receives an answer from the
Lord, to these inquiries. Lord, who shall abide in thy taber-
nacle? who shall diwell in thy holy hill?  And it is of vast
importance. We may well say, Blessed is he wha reads and
understands the same,
V. e. MHe ihat walketh uprightly, and worketh righteous-
ness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.
This is the answer given to the foregaing questions. A
erson is spoken of, whoshall abide in the Lord’s tabernacle.
W ho shall dwell in the Lord’s holy hill. < His walk is ex-
pressed.  His life is declared. His beart is manifested. He
walketh uprightly. He worketh righteousness. He speak-
cth the truth from his heart. We need not hefe say, this
is Christ.  This must be Christ. For we may be fully as-
sured it can be none other but he. For who, trom the timme
of Adam’s fall to the present moment, was ever without sin
but he?  And nove could ever walk uprightly, work righ-
teousness, and speak the truth from his heart, but he, who
was immaculately pare, inherently holy.  Whose heart was
the very index of God’s law. Who spoke the truth from his
heart. His words and mind being exactly one and the same.
1f we consider this Psalin, as immediately following that, in
which so full, and awtul an account bud been given, concern-
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ing the total corruption of all men in Adam, and this proved
by their hearts, lives, ways, aud works, on account of which
the church longs for, and breathes out her request for the
coming «of Christ, O that the salvation of Israel would come
out of Zion! 1 conceive it wouldstamp what is recorded in
this with peculiar, and divine worth and importance. Christ
as man, in his human nature, is purity itself. Perfection it-
self. Holiness itself. As God-man—the Messiah—the Holy
Oae of Isracl—the Christ of Gud—the Anointed One:—
the Father’s servant—the great Days-man between God and
us, is here described to be, as the surety of his people, righ-
teous in his heart and in his life. He was the Just one.
Thers was no sin in him. He was made of a woman. He
was made under the law. He lived under it. He walked
exactly agreeably with it. His life was the exact copy of it.
He never in any one instance swerved from it. He was all
activity throughout the whole of his life. It might have
been truly said of him, he worketh righteousness. It was a
constant uct with him, coutinually so to do. It wasall from
his heart.  He is here spoken of in his incarnate state. The
Father might in that siate well point him out, and say, Look
yonder, he that walketh uprightly, and speaketh righteousiy,
and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth from his
heart, he it is who shall dwell in my tabernacle. He it is
who shall dwell in my boly hill. He shall dwell there on
the footing of his own personal holiness, purity, righteous-
ness, and perfection. \‘I)Vhich none beside him shall. It is
his obedience and perfection, which all shall ascribe their
righteousness to consist in. All who are justified in him,
and pronounced righteous in his obedience, shall reign in
life.  But it will be by one, Jesus Christ. A continuation
of the life of the Messiah is further given,

V. 8. He that buackbiteth not wz't% his tongue, nor dveth
evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his
neighbour.

'ﬁhis was a part of the holiness of Christ’s life. He was
not only positively good in his actions, but did not yield to
any thing which might be prejudicial to others. The whole
law of God, which requires love to God, and love to our
neighbour, was inscribed in Christ’s heart.  All his holiness
83 man consisted in this. All his obedience Howed from it.
We have very false ideas of huliness, if we conceive any
thing done by us makes us holy. The law of God given to
Adew in Paradise, was not given to make him holy. It was

iven to him because he was created holy. It was given to
g!im, as a rule of rightecousness. When he broke the law he
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ceased to be holy. From thence his incapacity of fulfilling
the law proceeds. The holiness of Christ was immutable, he
being the man in God, and his obedience 16 every command
of the law, and abstaining from all, and every appearance
of evil, was the effect of it. Whatis here spoken by the di-
vine Father concerning Christ, that he so completely mag-
nified the law, and made it honorable, that all negative acts,
as well as positive acts of the mind, with reference to the
whole unerring standard of the divine will, were found in
him, gives an inexpressible idea of the holiness, purity, and
perfection of his human mind. His tongue was never used
improperly. It was never employed in backbiting. He
never did evil to his neighbour. He never took up a re-
proach against his neighbours. He lived in a sinful world.
He lived with sinners. He was in the midst of them, and
surrounded on all sides with them. Yet he took no infec-
tion from them. No. He was holy, harmless, undefiled,
_separate from sinners, and he is now made higher than the
heavens.

V. 4. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned : but he
honoureth them that fear the I ord,

'T'his contains a further account of what was found in the
life of that most adorable one, who js our Lord and Saviour,
aund who was to abide in Jehoval’s tabernacle for ever, and
dwell in his holy hill. He could not, he did not connive at
any sin, in any of the sons of men. He always acted so, as
gave full proof of his eternal batred of it. Of his invincible
abhorrence of it. He exercised himself towards such as
were on the Lord’s side, and shewed themselves to be such
iu and by their lives and conversations, that he mightin the
days of his flesh, be truly spoken of, as he that honoured,
and still he doth honour, them that fear the Lord. He vo-
Juntarily engaged himself in the everlasiing covenant, ta
become the Saviour of his people. lle confirmed his en-
gagement in the most soleinn manner.  He knew what he
wust do and suffer to fulfil it. Yet his heart never changed.
It was his meat and drink, to fulfil all righteousness, and
glorify his Father’s law and justice to the uttermost, and
bestow on his people all the blessings thereof.  So that here
we have another distinet view of Christ given, and opened
to our view. May the Lord the Spirit, give us to receive the
whole, very distinctly, and clearly into ov. minds. We shall
thien learn two great lessons. The exceeding holiness, ex-
tent, and requirements of the law. And the person, holi-
ness, and hite of Christ, as only and alone capable of pera
forming it, and equal unto it. This to understand properly,
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is'a great blessing. As we shall everlastingly renounce our-
stlves, and rest wholly in the obedience of our Lord Jesus
Christ, as we are enlightened into a true knowledge of the
seme. His righteousness changeth not. He is the everlast-
ing righteousness and perfection of his church. Another
expression of his righteous life follows:

«5. Hethat putteth not out his money to usury, nor tak-
eth reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things
shall never be moved.

‘Thus the account ends. And this is said of him who shall
never- be moved, from abiding in Jchovah’s tabernacle.
From dwelling in his holy hill. The whole isa full and most
clear and perfect description of Christ, the Lord our righte-
ousness. [t contains the Father’s account of him. His
views of him. His testimony concerning hip. It is very
agreeable with these words in the prophecy of Isaiah, con-
cerning the same most glorious Person and his most glo-
rious work. T'he Lord ¢s mwell pleased for his rightevusness
sake ; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. Christ
was purity in his nature, His mind was the seat and sub-
ject of holiness in its uttermost perfection. His will was in
perfect unison with the divine will, His life was in every
act, in every instance, and throughout every part and paru-
cular of it, one grand exemplification of all contained, of all
commanded, of all forbidden in the law of God. His obe-
dience unto death, even the death of the eross, was the foun-
dation of his discharge, frowm all the sin and guilt which had
been imputed to him, as our surety, and of his admittance
ws our righteous oune, into heaven, there to appear in the pre-
serce of God for us. He entered for us.  For his whole
church. He entered as their forerunuer and high priest, to
appear in the presence of God for them. W hat a most glo-
rious revelation was made of him, to the Old Testament
church, in this Psalm! 1t fully proved to them that the life
of Christ would be of inestimable value. The righteousncss
of Chaist beyond all conception. That it would atford sufh-
cient matter, for all the seed of [srael to giory and triumph
ie. They must clearly perceive, uader the light and by the
teachings of the Lord the Spirit, that in it all the whole
election would be justified, be made rightcous by the impu-
tation of it. That they would stand before the Lord, righ-
teous therein. That they would enter into the holiest after
Christ. And live, abide, dwell, and remain there, in consc-
quence of their union to the person, and interest in the
virhteousness of their Lord and Naviour, Jesus Christ. 1t is
in Christ, the Iather beholds all his people.  Their title 1o
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heaven dnd glory is to be ascribed to election and predesti~
nation. By which acts in the infinite mind of the Eternal
Three in the one Incomprehensible Jehovah towards them
in Christ, they were in him, and actually became the sons
and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. In the righte-
ousness of Christ, they are justified from all things, and
clothed with it as the garment of salvation. la it they will
be admitted into glory. As adorned therewith they will
shine for ever and ever. They will be favoured with such
intuitive thoughts of their perfection in Christ, as will ill
them with adiniration forevermore. May the Lord the Spirit
give his beloved here below, some real anticipations of this.

t will increase their joy in the Lord. 1t will increase their
esteem of the most glorious Lord Jesus. It will give them
the best ideas of what heaven and eternal glory will be found
to consist in, that they can possibly have of the same, whilst
they are permitted to remain here below. May the Father,
who hath given us his own record and testimony concerning
Christ, give and create in our renewed minds, his own
thoughts of him, from the word, and by the inspiration of
his Holy Spirit. Amen.

PSALM THE SIXTEENTH.

The title of this Psalin is, Michtam of David.

One says, the meaning of it is this: it is a Psalm made
by David, tc be sung after a certain tune, namcd Micktam,
well known among the Jews, which for the excellency of it,
15 compared to gold, the beginning of which tune was
Micktan; or else it is taken for a musical instrument of
special esteem amongst them: so the word with which the
seventh Psalm begins, Shiggaion, is supposed to be sung
with a sonz, the beginning whereof was Shiggaion, as it
is neual with us to make songs to be sung according to the
tune of some others that were made before them., This is a
gclden Psalm. It treats of him whose head is as the most
nne gold. The holy of holies was overlaid with gold. The
cheribim of glory, with the mercy-seat, were solid gold.
'J ke ark was covered over within and without with sheets of
gold; so were all the boards of the tabernacle in the inside
of it.  Solomon’s temple, walls, roof, floor, were alt covered
with sheets of gold. It is the roval metal, Christisa great
zod royal person. Fe is the God of Glory. He is his
essence and person, all glory. As this Seripture testifies of
Lim, it may well be entitled Micktam of David; and more
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especially so, on account of what it expresses concerning
him. The argument or substance of it is, a revelatiofr of
Christ, respecting his covenant engagements on the behalf
of his people. %‘lis blessing the Lord who had called on
him thus to express his love to them. His prayer on the
behalf of himself. His declaration that nothing in him
could add to Jehovah. It would extend its blessed in-
fluences and effects to the saints in the earth, and to the
excellent in whom was all his delight.  He forerels the
maltiplied sorrows of such as should neglect him, and seek
another Messiah, He speaks of his own faith, hope, and
Joy, in the views he had of his own resurrection, ascen-
sion, and session at the right-hand of the Majesty on High.
The apostle Peter, preaching the Coronation Sermon of our
Lord Jesus Christ, on the day of Penticost, quotes this
Psalm, and applies the four last verses expressly to Christ.
He says David speaketh concerning the Messiah in it. If
in some parts of it, be must in zll, seeing there is but one
person who speaks throughout the whole of it. The whole
cotitained in it, hath been fulfilled ; yet we may look through
it as a perspective, and in the light of faith, as shope on by
the Holy Spirit, behiold our Christ.

V. 1. Michtam of David; or; a golden Psalm of David, so
ft isin the margin,

Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.

This is the address of the Mediator to Jehovabh his divine
Father, V\"ho in the everlasting covenant, had engaged to
greserve him, aad did, from Herod’s design on ‘him whcn

ot an infant; also from the Scribes and Pharisees when
they sent officers to take him ; no, nor could they until the
hour for his passion was fully come: until it arrived he was
secured from their rage, and escaped all the snares they
laid for him; so that his prayer was heard and answered.
It could not be otherwise for the reason which he arges,
which is this, For in thee do I put my trust. He committed
his person, his life, his death, his all, his every concern into
his Father’s hands; in so doing he honoured him to the
uttermost. This is the great excellency of faith, it trusts
the Lord with every thing. It bath no foundation but the
Lord’s word. e is engaged to fulfil it to all who trust in
bim. Here the great Head and Mediator of his Church
and people, spcaks ott, and expresses his own faith in
Jehovah, for divine care and preservation to be exercised
towards him. He had all he expected. He was a partaker
of ull that was promised. He enjays divine satisfuction in
this, and expresses the sate, saying,
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V.2. O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou art
my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee.

These words are a divine soliloquy, which are expressive
of great satisfaction. The Lord Christ employs his holy
and vast mind, in the contemplation of what he was, as the
surety, mediator, and Saviour of his people. Of what the
Father was to him in an everlasting covenant. Of what he
was to him as the Mediator thereof. Of what he himself
was us the inessenger of it.  Of what he had declared con-
cerning this subject. Of the profession of his fuith which
he had made in him. He says, by way of speaking to him-
self, O my soul, thou hust said unto the Lord, Thou art my
JLord: in this [ find infinite and everlasting satistaction,
The man Christ Jesus taken into union with a person in
God, and admitted into counsel and covenant with Jehovah,
and raised up into such communion, as to have all the will,
thoughts, council, covenant, and vast designs ¢f the Three
in Jehovah towards all, visible and invisible, towards the
whole election of grace, towards the whole creation, and en-
joying Jehovah as his Lord, as the infinite spring, life, glory,
and blessedness of his joy, might well espress himself thus,
O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord.
Beyond this Christ himself cannot express himself. The
humanity, though personally united to the Son of the living
God, hath no happiness nor felicity but in God himself,
What Jehovah is in his infinite, immutable, and essential
blessedncess, is opened to Christ God-man, and to him only.
From the knowledge he hath of the same, flows all his life
of happincss, blessedness, and glory. He is admitted to
know all in God to the uttermost, he being the fellow of the
Lord of flosts. To have the Lord for his GGod, his portion,
his treasure, affords him the utmost satiety. O my scul,
thou hast suid unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord. As Me-
diator I am thy willing servant: thy will is mine, But when
I am huwmbled, by laying aside the glory [ had with thee
before the world was, and have obeyed thy law to the gt-
termost, and fulfilled all thy will, what have I done! I can-
not increuse thy blessedness: noj it is otterly impossible.
I cannot add to the glory of thy nature and essential per-
fections, it is out of my power, even although 1 am the
brightness of glory, the image of the invisible God. Al
1 cun do is but to man.test thy perfections. I can only pro-
claim thy holiness, justice, and truth. I can only live and
die as God manifest in the Hesh, and hereby reveal thee, and
set thec torth. I am willing at thy command, to become the
sacrifice for sin. | have wy heart in i, and fully dispused
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to magnify thy righteous law, and make 1t everlastingly
honourable, by my personal obedience unto death, even the
death of the cross; yet this cannot add glory to thy perfec-
tions, I can only be an outward manifestative glory of them,
Although I am disposed to become the sacrifice for sin, and
the worth of my offering exceeds all contained in the evil
of'it, lyet nothing can be added to thy essential blessedness
and glory hereby: no; my goodness, my personal holiness,
righteousness, sufferings, oblation, and death, can add
néthihg unto thee: my goodness extendeth not unto thee.
This I most freely and solemnly confess before thy glorious
Majesty. These truths are deep, and altogether most
divine. May the Lord the Spirit give us a spiritual appre-
hension of them.

V. 8. Bui to the saints that are in the earth, and to the
eacellent, tm whom all is my delight.

The holiness, the righteousness, the death of Christ, with
all the good, efficacy, worth, and purity contained therein,
extend to all his beloved ones, in our worlds These he here
styles saints; which signifies separated ones. They were
saints from everlasting. They being chosen in him from
everlasting, as the beloved of God. They were saints, being
separate from all beside to be saved and raised up, and be-
yond all the ruins of the fall by Christ. They were saints,
as Christ was predestinated to take away their sins, and as
they were to be sunctified by his offering himself on their
behalf to purify them thereby from all sin. They aremani-
fested to be saints, when the Lord the Spirit is pleased to
work in them, and upon them efficaciously, and bring them
out of darkness into marvellous light. These are excellent
in Christ’s eye. There is none on earth or in heaven, he
values like unto them. They have been on his heart, and
in his eye from everlasting. In them is all his delight. He
speaks of themn thus, to his divine Father, for it 1s a con-
tinvation of the subject which went before, My goodness
extendeth not unto thee; but to the saints which are on the
earih, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight. The
titles given them by Christ Saints and Eacellent, are not to
be overlooked. It is expressive of the views he hath of them,
They are not eyed by bim, as we too commonly view them,
as persons of no value, or esteem: no; he beholds them as
saints, as the excellent of the earth. He delights in them
whilst they are on earth, as truly as he will do when they
are in heaven. He did so before the world was. He de-
clares it in the eighth chapter of the Proverbs of Solomon,
where he says, FF'hen ke appoinied the foundation of the earth;
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then was I by him, as one brought up with him; and I eous
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him; rejoicing in the
habditable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons
of men. Verses 20—381. Christ expresses himself very
strongly concerning his saints and excellent ones on
earth, saying, in whom is all my delight. Most certain it is,
that our world hath been visited by Christ in person, for
their sakes. On it he hath shone forth with all the love of
his heart. He has given in it such an evidence of his love
to them, as he can never exceed to eternity ; and whilst his
people remain on it, they will be as truly excellent in his
view, and all his delight will be in them, and he will rejoice
over them with his whole heart and his whole soul to do
them good, as he will when they are possessed of glory
everlasting.

V. 4. Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after
another God: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer,
nor take up their names into my lips.

This is very expressive of the state of the Jewish nation
and people, when our Lord was manifest in the flesh. They
would not coufess him to be the long expected Messiakh,
They did hasten in their expectations after another. They
would not acknowledge our Lord Jesus Christ either in s
true Godhead or manhood. They treated him as an im-
postor, and they were to be dealt with accordingly. These
words contain a solemn predietion of it, Their sorrows shall
be multiplied that hasten after another God—Who deny
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to be both God and man in one
person—Who reject him, and will not have him to reign
over them. After our Lord’s death, wrath came upon them
to the uttermost. He wholly rejected them. He here says,
he would have nothing to do with them. Therefore they
could not but feel the weight of what is contained in these
most awful words, Woe also unto you when I depart from you.
They rejected his person, his sacrifice, his mediation. He,
therefore, says of them, Their sorrows shall be multiplied that
hasten after another God : their drink offerings of blood will
1 not o]{'r, nor lake up their names into my lips. He would
no longer intercede for their temporal salvation, nor for their
coatinuance in the land of Judea.

V. 5. The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my
cup : thou Inaintainest my lot.

From hence, to the close of the Psalm, the glorious Mes-
siah speaks of what the Lord was to him. Of what the
Lord had done for hin. He expresses his joy in that the
lmes were Gilei unto him in pleasant places: in his baving
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a goodly heritage. He blesses Jehovah for the counsel he
had given him. For the instruction he had received from
him. That his own affections prompted him to do all the
good pleasure of the Father’s will. He professeth to have
set the Lord always before him. That he was at his right-
hand. He then cxpresses his own faith concerning resting
his body in the grave, in hope of a glorious resurrection
from thence; and that the path of life shall be shewed him,
and he enjoy all the blessings of life everlasting.

The words before us, the Lord is the portion of mine inhe-
ritance, come in by way of consolation and support; whilst
their sorrows shall be multiplied, that hasten after, or give

ifts to another God: whilst their drink offerings of blood,

hrist would not offer, nor pay any gracious attention unto:
whilst he will be no intercessor for the unbelieving people of
the Jews : whilst he will not take up their names into his
lips : whilst this being his will, they could not but perish.
}fe tarns his mind to a subject in which he was most deeply
interested. He professes what Jehovah is to him. He was
the portion of his inheritance. In a view of which, his mind
is lifted up, above and beyond all. The Jews neglect and
contempt of him, his crucifixion and death, the shame and
scandal of the cross, are nothing to him, in compare with
the glory set before him. This he declares, saying, The Lord
is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup. 1le knew
what was contained in the favour of Jehovah, In the bles-
sing of Jehovah. In the enjoyment of communion with
Jehovah, as being one personally with the essential word
Jehovah. FHe had hereby Jehovah for his portion. He
had him for his inheritance. He was to him a cup of ever-
lasting consolation. He knew it was wholly from the
Father’s love, that he had a goodly company of sons and
daughters given to him. That they were put into his hands,
committed to his carc. That he was appointed to be their
head, their Saviour, and Captain of salvation. That they
were high in the Father’s love and esteem; and were
bestowed on him, and he was their Redeemer, out of the
royalty and sovereignty of grace. He knew he should be
maintained, and carried through all sorts of sorrows and
sufferings on their behalf. He comforts his mind with it,
ssying, The Lord is my portion, the Lord is the portion of
my inheritance, and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. The
land of Canaan was divided by lot to the tribes of Israel.
The elect were bestowed on Cﬁrist by lot, or line, or gift.
His lot, their lot, as Jews was to be preserved in the land
of Israel, called Immanuel’s land, until he had completed
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the work of salvation, and sent down the Holy Ghost on
his saints at Jerusalem, thereby proving himself to be both
Lord and Christ, the very true and promised Messiah.

V. 6. The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea,
I have a goodly heritage.

Thus the glorious Jesus expresses himself, in the views of
all the Father had appointed, and designed him for—respect-
ing his glorious mediation—where be should be born—
with whom he should live—whom he should save—what he
should suffer—where he should be crucified. I conceive all
these may be considercd as comprehended; and the heart of
Christ being one with the Father, and being perfectly con-
tented with the whole of his predestinating, and covenant
will concerning him, he could, he did say, concerning all,
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant pluces. And looking
at his seed, the travail of his soul, for whom he was te live
and die, he is so well pleased with their persons, with their
number, with what they were to him, and what they would
be in him, and to him, in glory for ever, he says, yea, I Rave
a goodly heritage. The mind of Christ having a full com-
prehension of the subject now before him, proceeds with it.

V. 7. Fwill bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel : my
reins also instructed me in the night season.

It was a glorious part of the greatness and perfection of
the human mind of Christ, to know and behold all the divine
acts, and transactions of the Father with him, in one grand
point, so as to see the whole plan of grace, in its originaf,
with all its effects. Tt was what the human mind of Christ
was enlightened into, and it was kept up all the while Christ
was in his incarnate state, by what was contained in the
covenant acts of the Three in Jehovah. Our Lord is here
speaking on this grand sabject. It employed his mind be-
fore his incarnation. It engaged it wholly and fully whilst
he abode here. It was his meat and drink to do the will of
him who sent him. But if he had not known it, he could
not have performed it. We have here our Lord opening
the secrets of eternity. He expresses himself, as well pleased
with the counsels of God-head, That he should be pitched
on, called forth, engaged for, given, sent, and furnished in
the fulness of time, to be God-man, the Saviour. [wil
bless the Lord who hath given me counsel; which words are
expressive of his being most truly thankful that he had been
pitched on as the Mediator of rcconciliation. That the
Fatlier took counsel with him, to betrust him with the com-
plete salvation of all the elect. That he bad encouraged
him to enter on this work. That he had engaged to carry
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him through the whole of it. To raise hin from the
dead. To shew him the path of life. To crown him with
glory everlasting. As he blesses Jehovah for the knowledge,
counsel, and instruction he had given him, so he expresses
his own heart’s love, which he expressed, and would con-
stantly express in theactual performance of all this. My reins
also snstruct me in the night season. The reins are the seat
of the passions and affections of the mind. It is expressed
bere thus, to shew how all the thoughts and affections of
our Lord’s mind were engaged in salvation work. This was
the case with him continually. Day and night he was con-
tinually engaged in his obedience to his Father’s holy law.
When sin was imputed to him, and the curse came in upon
him, his love to his people, which was inherent in his own
heart, carried him through. He was all love in every act
of his sufferings. When he was in the night season, sweat-
ing great drops of blood, his love burned with a vehement
affection towards his beloved. The Father had set the
whole election of grace on Christ’s heart, and engraved them
there. Christ loved them as members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones. He rejoices in all the outgoings of
his heart towards them. He blesses Jehovah for it, as the
author and giver of all this. He professes he will continue to
do this, I wll bless the Lord who hath given me counsel: m
reins also instruct me in the night season. Thereis a dept{
contained in these words not easily conceived and spoken out
by us. Here we want the great interpreter of the whole
mind and will of God, coatained here—the Holy Ghost.
May he give us such light into it, as may lead us to cry
out concerning the love of our most precious Immanuel,
O the depth!

V.8. I have set the Lord always before me: because he is
at my right-hand, I shall not be moved.

Thus the Mediator expresses hiwmself, concerning his
keeping Jeihovah in view, whilst he was fulfilling his holy
will. It is expressive of the proper exercise of his holy
mind. How the glory of Jehovah was his ultimate design,
in every act of his obedience to the divine will. It also
implies, that he fulfilled all righteousness in his obedi-
ence unto death, as considering himself as in the imme-
diate sight of God. In his sufferings, which were parts of
bis obedience to the Lord his God, he also acted thus.
He speaks of this as the act of his most holy mind.
I have set the Lord always before me. He expresses his
confidence of going completely through his work, in utter-
ing these words, Because ke is at my right-hand, I shall
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not be moved. When the Old Testament saints read this,
under the unction of the Holy Ghost, it must have con-
veyed vast and supernatural ideas of the most precious
Jesus to their minds. Their Scriptures were as full of Christ,
as ours are.  Yea, the book of Psalms is as full of Christ as
the whole of the New Testament put together. For what
is the latter, but quotations from the Psalms, with full proof
and realization of the accomplishment of the same, in the
person of our glorious Immanuel, the Lord Jesus Christ ?

V. 9. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth:
my flesh also shall rest in hope.

Here the Lord Messiah expresses his satisfaction in being
carried on, and in the completing the whole work of obedi-
ence, and suffering. It should be noticed, that as ever
thing concerning Christ, and belonging to him, is set fort
in this sacred rcpository of inspiration; so the acts of our
Lord’s mind, the exercise of the same in love 10 God, faith
in God, hope in God, agreeable to every case and circum-
stance which he was in, and passed through in our world,
are set before us in the Psalms. We have before us, the faith
our Lord expressed concerning bis death, burial, resurrec-
tion, and glorification. His.heart rejoiced in finishing the
putting away of sin, and bringing in everlasting righteous-
ness. His tongue expressed it; so he says here. There-
Jore, i. e. because the Lord was at his right hand, and there-
fore he was not moved trom any part of his obedience and
sufferings, but went most willingly through ull. My heart
5 glad, and my glory rjoiceth. To behold the accumplish-
ment of all my [Father’s will and pleasure, in my obedience
and oblation. Nothing now remains but for death at my
own command to receive its commission, to sever my hu-
manity, and separate soul and body. The latter shall rest
in the grave. It will be soon raised and reunited to my
spirit. I know it will be raised immortal, glorious, spiritual,
and incorruptible. I express my faith in it thus, My flesh
also shall rest in hope. 'The Lord Christ proceeds to speak
of his resurrection thus, in the next words:

V. 10. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

Christ the Holy One, had a two-fold resurrection. One
in his soul, the other in his body. He suffered in his soul
the whole curse of God, in the garden, and on the cross.
He was raised up above, and beyond it, when the divinc
Father gave him evidence he had accepted his soul tra-
vail, and was perfectly well pleased with him. He was
raised in bis Lody frum the grave and power of death, ont
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the third day after his sufferings, Christ felt and sustained
all the wrath of his divine Father, due to sin. He was
never in hell; yet he suffered all contained in damnation,
though not after an hellish sort. The expression, Thou
wilt not leave my soul in hell, should be understood of
Christ’s faith, that he should be raised up above and beyond
all he felt, when he was in an agony, and sweat great dreps
of blood; and above and beyond what he passed through,
when he uttered his dereliction ery, My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me 2 To be raised up in his soul above all he
endured, when he was made a curse, was great! and is by
some conceived to be included in these words, Thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell. As the resurrection of his body is
contained in these, Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One
to see corruption. Peter in his application of the whole
passage says, Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and
his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore being a pro-
phet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him,
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would
raise up Christ to sit upon his throne; he seeing this before

ake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left
m hell, neither did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus hath
God raised up, whereof we are all witnesses. Acts ii. 29—382.
The faith of Christ for his body to be raised up again, with-
out the least corruption taking place in it,is thus expressed,
Thou wilt not suffer thine Iloly One to see corruption. Christ
is the Holy One of Jehovah. The Holy One. The Holy
One of Israel. He is the Most Holy. He is so called,
Daniel ix. 24. His faith exercised on his soul travail, on
his death, and in his resurrection, is most certainly included
in the former words, and is enlarged on in these, with which
he concludes this scripture,

V. 11. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence
is fulness of joy, and at thy right-hand are pleasures for ever-
more.

I might here remark, as the whole plan of salvation was
drawn in the divine mind from everlasting, so it was trans-
cribed thevefrom into the scriptures of truth, From them,
as in a glass, the Lord Christ learned, and saw what was
written in them concerning himself. He was formed in his
person, as Mediator most truly conformable to the divine
will of him that sent him. His heart, thoughts, words, life,
faith, and actions, were equal to all God’s will. The en-
gagements of Christ with the divine Father expressed his
love to him and his chosen ones. The incarnation and life
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of Christ were an open testimony of it. The sufferings and
sacrifice of Christ were a most complete realization of all
contained therein. The burial of Christ was the conquest
of death in its own domains. The resurrection of Christ
was opening the door of everlasting life to all his people.
He expresses his own faith in this, Thou wilt shew me the
path of life. This was at his resurrection. He rose to die
no more. He rose as the Lord of Death, as the Conqueror
of the Grave, and the Prince of Life. To him the path of
life was shewn. He rose to dieno more. He then entered
on his glory. This was the first step to it. Now it so
broke in on his mind, that it is uppermost. Therefore, he
says, In thy presence is fulness quog; at thy right-hand there
are pleasures for evermore. He being now advanced, and
admitted into the presence of the Father, truly enjovs ful-
ness of joy, in communion with him, and in the complete
falfilment of all the promises concerning his own personal
glorification. He is now at the right-hand of the Majesty
on high, and enjoys all those pleasures which are commu-
nicable from God-head to him, as the Man in God, who is
one person with the Son of God. These pleasures are for
evermore, they are everlasting. They cousist in such com-
munion with God, as none but the Mediator between God
and man, the man Christ Jesus is capable of. Ilere I end.

May the Lord bless his truth. Amen,

PSALM THE SEVENTEENTH.

The title of this Psalm is short; yet it is vastly important
and comprehensive. It is only, 4 Prayer of David. It con-
cerns our Lord Jesus Christ, the Beloved One. It opens his
heart to our view. It represents his case to us. It shews
us how he was influenced in the days of his flesh, It ex-
g‘resses the frame of his mind. His feelings. His thoughts.

he nature of his prayer. The matter of bis prayer. The
energy with which he offered it. The fervour of his mind.

is arguments in prayer. We have what he prayed for,
and what he prayed against. We have the close of it, and
it ends with confidence in God. I conceive it contains, as
the subject-matter of it, the person of Christ. The perfec-
tion ot Christ, His pleading the same at the Father’s
tribunal, and appealing to him for the truth of what he here
speaks. I look onit, as containing a very special revelation,
of the most perfect life Christ lived in his own person, in
our pature, for us, and our salvation. Some parts of our
Lord’s prayer in the seventcenth of John, confirms me in all
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this. May the glorifier of Jesus assist in a spiritual opening
and explaining the same. Amen.

V. 1. 4 Prayer of David.

Hear the rignt, O Lord, attend unto my cry; give ear unto
my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips.

he Lord Christ is here addressing Jehovah the divine

Father. This is with the greatest importunity. He intreats
him to hear the right of his cause. To attend to his cry.
To give ear to his prayer, which went not out of feigned
lips. He requests for audience with the divine Majesty.
For attention to his cry in prayer. Tor the ear of Jehovah
in his offering up the whole of his prayer before him. We
may learn herein how the mind of Christ was exercised in
his prayers which he offered up in the days of his flesh.
Audience with the Lord, the attention of the Lord, the ear
of the Lord, his taking into consideration what was presented
before him, prayer-wise, is the very immediate introductory
part of this prayer, and we should learn from hence to
copy our Lord, as having him for our example. May he
help us so to do.

V. 2. Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let
thine eyes behold the things which are equal.

These words contain the request. ?‘Jone but Christ could
thus address the divine Majesty. He could leave his cause
entirely and only to the Lord, for him to decide it according
to the rule of divine equity, the holy law. The heart,
thoughts, words, and actions of Christwere equal 1o it. No
one of his actions swerved from it. In and throughout the
whole of his life towards friends and enemies, he was in all
things equal to ali the vast requirements of the same. He
here declares hefore the Lord his own perfection and in-
tegrity. He requests his sentence for the same might come
forth from the divine presence ; that thereby the Father’s
divine approbation of him, might be manifested, both to his
own mind, and to the mind of others. -He would have the
Father’s eyes exercised upon him, and all his actions. On
all his enemies and what they had to say aguinst him.
Christ would that his Father behold with the ntmost equity
the whole matter of controversy his enemies had a. ainst
him. He would the Lord himself should be the sole um-
pire; therefore, he makes his appeal unto him, Let thine eyes
behold the things which are equal. Iu the cases of saints,
when and where there may be a veal sincerity, simplicity,
and integrity, yet there being in each and every one of them
inherent impertection, they cannot, they dare not, carry
their causes before the Lord, or express themselves in the
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words before ui. Were they so to do, there would be a
presumption in it. This, I conceive, is sufficient to prove
that Christ is the speaker here; but it is evident by what
follows:

V. 3. Thou hast proved mine heart ; thou hast visited me in
the night ; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am
purposed that my mouth shull not transgress.

So speaks our most adorable Surety and Saviour! The
Lord knew the whole of his heart. He had proved it to the
very uttermost. He had uied by Satan who exercised all
his wiles and subtilty on him, yet all was in vain. Jesus
proved himself to be the seed of the woman who was to
bruise the serpent’s head. He was tried by the people
of the Jews, yet he was invincible. He was tried in the
garden, when sin stared him in the face, and in consequence
ofit, he was sorrowful even unto death. He was proved when
he was left on the cross forsaken of all manifestative conso-
lation ; yet his heart was fixed, and he pursued his work, on
the footing of which he could say, I have glorified thee on
the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do:
which Scripture reflects back light on this before us.
Christ was in his _heart, by day, and in the night, without
all spot of sin. He stood before his Father, the most just
and perfect One. He could bear the Father’s most com-
plete investigation. Nothing short of immutable perfection
was to be found by God himselt in him. It was Christ’s de-
termination this should be the case. Iam, says he, purposed
that my mouth shall not transgress; no, notwithstanding all
the wrath of mine cnemies. Therefore it follows in the
next words :

V. 4. Concerning the work of men, by the word of thy lips
1 liave kept me_from the paths of the destroyer.

Our Lord knew the works of men. He knew all their
devices against him. He went on doing the will of him
that sent him, having his Father’s will as contained in the
scriptures of truth ever before him. This was his rule and
directory. lle acknowledges it here. By the words of thy
{ps T have kept me from the paths of the destroyer. The words
of God dwelt richly in his mind. They dwelt on bis tongue.
They dwelt richly on his lips. He was perfumed with them.
He was kept by them, and most divinely influenced by
them all through the whole course of his obedience and
suffering. He closed his life with speaking the very words
contained in them. He was kept from the paths of the
destroyer by his close attachment to them.
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V.5. Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps
slip not.

];Vhich is a request to the divine Father, by the man
Jesus Christ, that he might be upheld in going on, and
persevering in the great work of obeying and suffering the
whole good pleasure of bis will. Praying that his footsteps
might not be moved therefrom, but that he might be obe-
dient unto death.

V.6. I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me,
O God : incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech.

The object of prayer, the subject of prayer, the pleadings
in prayer, the motives urged init, the importunity expressed
in 1t, are very fully set before us, in the prayer of our Lord
Jesus, the true Son of David. We may consider the person
praying, Christ; the object of worship, Jehovah; the sub-
Ject of the prayer, it is for defence and protection from his
enemies. The pleadings made use of, they are his own
personal purity, perfection, innecency, and stability. Our
Lord’s importunity in it, is very particularly expressed.
May we sce Christ in the whole of it. Then we shall ery
out to him, saying, Lord, teach us to pray. The Messiah
expresses his confidence in the Lord for receiving in full
answer to his prayer all contained in it thus; [ will cal!
upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: and baving now
the ear of God, and audience with bim, he makes use of it,
and adds, Incline thine ear unto me, «nd hear my speech.
Fromn hence he proceeds to intreat deliverance, protection,
and sccurity from his enemies ; all which is in the full con-
fidence he shall obtain his suit,

V.7. Shew thy marvellous loving-kindness, O thou tha:
savest by the right-hund them which put their trust in thee,
Jrom those that rise up against them.

Chlirist was the first and immediate object and subject of
all the Jove of the Holy Trinity. In his incarnate state, the
marvellous loving-kindness of God was exercised on him,
and displayed towards him. He knew bhis personal interest
in the whole of it. He knew he needed a glorious evidence
of it, to protect him from the pride, craft, and eagerness of
his enemies, who sought his hurt. He prays, considering all
this, that an outward display of God’s marvellous loving-
kindness might take place. He is very importunate on this
subject. He expresses himself in a kind of ¢xclunation,
and devout adoration. Saying, O thou that suvest by thy
right hand them that put their trust in thee from those that rise
up against them. The words arc varied in the margin. That
savest them which trust in thee from those that rise up against
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thy right hand. All such the Lord will withstand. It is im-
possible they should prosper. Christ could not be ﬁnaH;y
overcome by any of his enemies. It was resisting God’s
right hand to resist him. He prays against them. He useth
a powerful argument to obtain his request. Shew thy mar-
vellous lovingkindness to me. 1n saving me. Indefending me.
O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their
trust in thee. There seems to be a mighty stress Jaid on this
part of the argument in this prayer, Q thou that savest them
which put their trust in thee. It s the highest honour which
can be given unto God, to put our trustin him. The ground
and foundation for it, is the revelation he hath made of
himself in Christ. His word is this revelation. It was the
alone warrant for all the faith, the glorious and blessed Im-
manuel exercised on God in the days of his flesh. In the
exercise of which he glorified God his Father to the very
uttermost. He trusted in him for salvation from all who
ro;e up agaiost him, He prays also to be kept in perfect
salety.

V. 8. Keep me as the apple of the eye: hide me under the
shadow of thy wings.

The eye is a most curious part of the human frame. It is
as a sun to it.  As by its means we receive into our minds
the knowledge and apprehension of objects and subjects
which surround us. No member of the body is so guarded,
say they who are searchers into the human frame. To be
kept as the apple of the eye, is to be well guarded and de-
fended. It implies here, how precious Jesus was in Jeho-
vali’s view. How Jesus looked to him for security. That
thus guarded as the apple of an eye, he should outride every
storm. And his request, Hide me under the shadow of thy
wings, seems to all u;}e to the wings of the cherubims stretch-
ed out over the mercy-seat, forming as it were an arch,
in the midst of which the glorious cloud, or Shekinah,
dwelt. As here was perfect safety, so the man Christ Jesus,
here prays tobethus protectedand defended from his enemies.
It is expressive of his state in the days of his flesh, and how
he looked wholly to the Lord, and put his trust in him for
deliversnce from all his enemies, ’l‘his is fully expressed in
the next words,

V.9. From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly
enemies which compass me about.

None was ever more oppressed than our Lord was, in his
incarnate state. No one had the wicked more let loose,
than he had on his person, whilst he lived here below, His
enemics were the wicked. They were his deadly cnemies.
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All that sin could prodace in them, and which the devil
could excite and draw forth in wrath, envy, rage, passion,
malice, and hatred against Christ, was exercised and ex-
pressed by them against the most precious Lord Jesus. He
wanted therefore to be sheltered from them. He prays that
thus it might be. It seems to be very necessary. As heis
here spea%(ing of what actually befell him in his passion,
when they were belching out their utmost vengeance and
rage against him.

V. 10. They are inclosed in their own fat : with their mouth
they speak proudly.

This was very fully verified, when the chief priests, rulers,
scribes and Pharisees, who were the leaders of the Jews, laid
hold on Christ. Exerted all their power, authority, and in-
fluence by means of the people over him. Spake contemp-
tuously of him. Treated him with the greatest scurrility.
And spake proudly against him. All which is further set
forth in the next and following words.

V. 11. They have now compassed us in our steps : they hare
set their eyes buwing down to the earth.

Which was most exactly and positively the case, when our
Lord was seized on in the garden. When his disciples were
in danger, and it may be would have been arrested, had he
not said to the ruffians who laid hold on him, Ler these go
their way. They might well be described as they here are,
as having set their eyes bowing down to the earth. For they
came forth with lanterns, and rorches, and weapons. It was
full moon. It shone bright and clear. Yet they brought
artificial light, as though they conceived our Lord would
hide himself amongst the bushes, and thus escape them.
They are further described,

V. 12. Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as
it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

As a lion falls greedily on his prey, and a young lion lurk-
eth in secret places to devour, and tear, and consume the
same, so these enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ fell on him,
scized him, tore him, deprived him of his life. It deserves
here to be remarked, how exactly all that befell our most
divine Lord, was expressed by the Holy Ghost, in prophecy.
This served a twofold end.  First to set before the church
under the prophetic dispensation the encmies, the sufferings,
the sorrows, and soul travail of Chirist. And secondly it was
of use to the man Christ Jesus also. He could not read the
Psalms, and meditate on what was written ia them concerin-
ing himself, but he must increase in wisdom and know ledge.
Indeed, whilst he was in his incarnate state, it was the me-
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diun from whence he received his knowledge. And by the
light and teacking of the Holy Spirit, he knew from them,
how he was to act, and who his enemies were, and how they
would exercise themselves in every particular way of hatred
and ill-will towards him. This made way for his praying so
particularly, as suited to all that passecfy in his mind, and
was felt by him in his body. His prayers are included in
his obedience, and are some of the very principal acts and
parts thereof. The Lord Christ having expressed the op-
pression of his enecmies :—their deadly hatred : —their cruel
wrath :—how they would encompass him about:—how they
would inclose him :~—~how their mouths would speak proudiy
against him :—how they would encompass him, and his :—
how intentivcly they would mark him out, as their prey :—
how they would be towards him as full of ferocity, us a lion,
;x_]d a young lion on their prey, intreats the Lord to deliver
im.

V. 13. Arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast him down : de-
Liver my soul from the wicked, whick is thy sword.

It is sometimes the case for our Lord to speak of his ene-
mies in the plural, and at others in the singular number. It
is so in this his prayer before us. All are collected in one
number, and he prays for their complete and final overthrow.
Arise, O Lord. Shew forth and display the power of thine
arm. Disappoiut the designs of mine enemies, as if they
were all reduced to one single individual. Cast him down.
Tt deserves to be observed that our Lord’s prayers con.
tain prophecies. They (i. e. such as this before us) have
received their accomplishment, in what befell Judas the
apostate, and the Jewish rulers, nation, and people. Ouar
Lord calls on Jehovah for himself. Deliver iy soul fromn
the wicked, which is thy sword. His soul, his life was in
danger from them. It was to be so by divine predestinas
tion. He was not to deliver himsclf, but to be eatirely pas-
sive to his Father’s holy will and pleasure init. The wicked
who were his enemies, were as a sword in the Father’s hand.
The Lord Christ was to suffer for a season from them. It was
so planned in the divine covenant, and Christ was most pa-
tiently to submit to it. As all his prayers were in perfect
conformity with all the secret, as well as the revealed will of
(God, so his praying against his enemies, and for their com-
plete disappointment, contains in it a declaration of the Fa-
tier's most righteous displeasure against the sin and sinful-
nuss of these persons, and his exccuting vengeance on them,
would redound to the honour of his justice. As he had
spoken of the wicked as the sword in Jebovah’s hand, so he
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#gain expresses himself on the subject, further praying for
his deliverance from them;

V. 14. From the men which are thine hand, O Lord, from
the men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and
whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure; they are full of
children, or their children are full, and leave the rest of ther
substance to their babes.

This petition is very expressive of our Lord’s importunity
in this his prayer, for deliverance from the hand of his ene-
mies. They were the hand of the Lord, to scourge, oppress,
and persecute him. They were worldly men. They were of
this world. Their portion was in it. It was their all. The
holiness of Christ, the purity of his life, the righteousness of”
his conduct and conversation were such, as they could not
endure. The doctrines delivered by him, the explanations
he gave of the law, his comments on the prophets they could
not endure. They had large possessions. They were ex-
tremely well pleased with their portion in this life, Their
very hearts were satisfied. They had hid treasure in the very
bowels of the earth. It was but to dig for it, and it came up
to view. Hereby they could provide for their children, from
one generation to another, and after all Jeave the rest of their
substance to their babes.  All this is very expressive of the
pride and arrogancy of the Jewish rulers and sanhedrim
against our Lord. He was poor and contemptible in their
view. He was and should be treated as such by them. Tuey
will never acknowledge him to be their Messiah. No. That
they never will. Had they done so, they conceived the Ro-
mans would come upon them, and take away both their place
and nation. And shall they part with their worldly posses-
sions in consequence of their acknowledging Jesus ot Naza-
reth to be the Christ of God? No. ‘That they will not,
They will much rather oppose him, and persecute hin to
the utterinost. As the Lord Christ had prayed against them,
and for deliverance from them, which was to be effected by
his glorious resurrection from the grave and power of death,
80 he expresses his hope and confi:ience in t%\is.

V. 15. As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness:
I shall be satisfied, when 1 awake, with thy likeness.

These words are the conclusion of this prayer, and con-
tain an expression of the will of Christ, and a declaration
concerning his perseverance in finishing his complete obe-
dience, and submitting in all things 1o the whole good will
of him that called him to the ofiice of Mediatorship.  Asfor
me, in a dependeuce, O Jehovair, on thee, in vbedience 1o
thy holy law, in perlfect conformiiy to all thy covennut will
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in opposition to all thy enemies, my enemies, and thy
church’s enemies, in patiently sustaining all the penalties of
thy law due to the sins of thy people, in and by my obedi-
ence unto death, even the death of the cross; I will behold
thy face in righteousness. -1 will appear before thee, as thy
righteous servant, as thy righteous one. As the fulfiller of
thy most holy law. As him who hath magnified it, and
made it honourable, and thereby brought in an everlasting
righteousness. ln whom thou mayest see and behold for
ever, this transcript and copy of thy rcvealed will fully real-
ized, I will behold thy face, stand in thy immediate presence
in righteousness. Such as thou wilt everlastingly approve,
and 1n which thy vast mind will to everlasting be perfectly
satisfied. I shall be satisfied when T awake out of the bed
of dust, from the sleep of death, with thy acceptance of me.
With thy delight in me. With thy face, thy presence, thy
favour, as manifested towards me, and shining upon me, in
its full and meridian glory. I shall be satisfied, when my
work is finished, when my victories are completed, when my
cnemies are subdued, when I appear before thee, as the
righteousness, purity, perfection, and glory of thy people.
I shall then be satisfied with thy likeness. As appearing be-
fore thee, in the form and likeness drawn of me in thy infi-
nite mind, from cverlasting. As God-wan, the first-born of
all thy thoughts, purposes, ends, and designs, towards all
creatures and things, visible and invisible. I was thus set
vp by thee, O Jchovah, from everlasting. 1 have shone
forth beforc thee thus, and enjoyed a life, glory, blessed-
ness, and comnunion with thee, from everlasting. 1 am to
!ny it aside that I might finish salvation. I am to be admit-
tod to the same enjoyment of my personal glory, which [
had with thee before the world was, I shall be satisfied with
thy likeness. To shine forth as ¢the Iellow of the Lord of
Hosts, Thus [ interpret this passage, and for these reasons.
1st, Because Christ is most assuredly the Speaker in the
Psalin betore us.  And 2dly, Because the word likeness is
first made use ol in the 26th verse of the 1st chapter of Ge-
nesis. And God said, lo¢ us make man in our image, after
our likengss. llere the Three in Jehovah, speaking to, and
eonversing with cach other, say, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness. Now the image of the us, and our,
cannot mean that the Trinity was that image ; that the per-
s-os in God were any likeness, yet they say, Let us make
wan in our tmage, after our likeness, which image and like-
ness, in which Adam was created, was after the image and
{ckexess drawn in the infinite mind of Christ, God-man. 1t
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was, says one, Christ was before Adam secretly, whilst Adam
was before him openly. It was after Christ, the image of
the invisible God, after the nature-likeness of the glory-man,
who was then secretly with God, being set up tfrom ever-
lasting, the first Adam was formed. Christ in the fulness
of time became Man, by his open incarnation, and visible
appearance. I conceive Christ in these words, I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness, refers to his shining
forth in his glory, as the image of the invisible God. In his
open glory before the Father, and the Spirit, in the fikeness
which they conceived of him, from everlasting. The per-
sonal glory of Christ, is the glory of the Godhead dwelling
in him personally. A glory that only can appear in him,
that is one person with God. This is, says oune, the highest,
the greatest glory that ever appeared to men, or angels, God
in the Man, or the Man in personal union with God, enjoy-
ing all the perfectiouns of the Godhead communicatively ; in-
somuch that not only the angels in heaven are commanded
to worship him, but he is said, even as man, to obtain a
more excellent name than they, viz. by inheritance of God,
by virtue of this personal union. By which means the man
Jesus possesseth an inherent fulness of all the divine perfec-
tions, which make up an image of the attributes of God-
head, in so transcendent a way of eminency and excellency
as is incompatible and incommunicable to any other crea-
ture in heaven or earth beside. Now most assuredly, after
Christ had passed through his state of humiliation, to awake
and emerge out of the whole of it, and shine forth, and en-
joy all contained in this image and likeness, must give him
the most perfection. He who knew all contained in this,
might well say, I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy
likeness. May the Lord the Spirit give us a right appre-
hension of the subject! Amen.

It may be an addition to it, by adding, Christ has all the
essential perfections of the Godhead in himself, as the man
in personal union with the Son of the living God. He
therefore infinitely exceeds and transcends all on earth, all
in heaven. His titles given him in the word, as God-man,
are, The Lord from Heaven:—the Lord of Glory :—the
Glory of Isracl:—the Glory of God:—the Brightness of
Glory :—the Glory of the Lord :—the Fellow of the Lord of
hosts :—the Image of the Invisible God:—God manifest in
the flesh:—the Life marjgbsted i—the Word of God:—the
Alpha and Omega’: —the Beginning of the Creation of God:
Immenuel, God with us. May majesty and dignity appear

on what has becen delivered on this prayer before us.
YOL. 1. L
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May the Lord the Spirit give us to apprehend in read-
ing the whole sacred collection, our most precious Christ
the Shiloh, the peacealle one—the Shepherd of his

ple—the Rock of Salvation—the Rose of Sharon—
the lily of the valley—the stem of Jesse—the Prince of
Peace—the Chief Corner-Stone—the Foundation in Zion,
on which his Church is built—the Hope of Israel—the
Rock of Ages—the King of Saints—the Door of Hope-—
the Living Way — the Sun of Righteousness—the Tree of
Life—~the Fountain opened—the Plant of Renown—the
Morning Star—the Prince—the Messiah—the Messenger
of the Covenant—the Angel of Jehovah's presence—the
Great High Priest over the House of God—the Advocate of
his People—the Lion of the Tribe of Judah—the Root and
Offspring of David—the Refiner in Zion—the Wisdom of
God—as him who is styled, Wonderful—Counsellor—the
True Vine—the Bread of Life—the Strength of Israel—the
City of Refuge—the Shield of his People—the Praise of all
his Saints—the Perfection of Beauty—the Lamb of God
without blemish and without spot—the Beginning and the
Lnd—the Amen—the true and faithful Witness——the First
and the Last, then we shall indeed be profited hereby, May
the Lord the Spirit, who is the glorifier of Jesus, lead us, in
every part of the revelation made of Christ, in the saered
volume of inspiration, to receive his testimony of him into
our hearts, so as thereby we may grow up into the know-
ledge of Christ, in all the glorious mysteries of his person,
and calvation, and of the Fatner’s love to us in him. Grant
this Holy Spirit to all such as are under thy own blessed
and divine teachings ! Amen.

PSALM THE EIGHTEENTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musictan, of David,
the servant of the Lord, who spake unto the Lord the words of
his song in the day the Lord delivered him out of the hand of
«ll his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul; and he said : which
words are connected with what follows in the first verse.

This, [ conceive, is no inconsidcrable proof, that the title
should always be considered with it, and as united to com-
plete it; and thus I have before placed it, as I also shall in
all which have it.

To the Chict Musician, to the Eternity of Isracl, to the
Victory of Isracl, to the Conqueror, of David. It concerns
the ever blessed and beloved One.  The Messiah, the Me-
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diator, the servant of the Lord, who as the Father, became
obedient in all things to his holy will and pleasure ; and was
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. He sung
this song unto Jehovah, when he had conquered, by dying
and rising again, all his enemies. And being delivered by
the Father out of the hands of all his enemies, he sung the
words of this Psalm before us. He was delivered out of the
hands of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul, when
he said, I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. It is almost
the very same with the 22d chapter of the 2d book of Samuel.
As Saul was a deadly enemy to David, and hiscase mightbe a
means in the hand of the Spirit of Inspiration, to write cen~
cerning the glorious conquest and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ; so the name Saul it may be is here mentioned,
to express the complete conquest of Christ over all his
enemies. It is evident it could not be applied to Dawvid.
He was not the head of the heathen. A passage is quoted
from it, and applied expressly by the apostle Paul to Christ,
in the second chapter to the Hebrews, verse xiii. I will put
my trust in him; which is a part of the second verse in
this Psalm.

The subject-matter of this Hymn is as follows :

- Christ expresses his love to Jehovah. He declares him to
be his rock, fortress, deliverer, his God, strength, buckler,
and horn of salvation, en whom he will call, and to whom
he will give praise. e expresses the state he had been in,
and that the Lord had delivered him. His resurrection and
victory are then set forth, and what followed thereon. The
ilorious display of Jehovah’s wrath and vengeance on
fessiah’s cnemies are mentioned. The imagery seems to
be taken from the Lord’s appearance on Mount Sinai, and
his ministers of state, who then, and there attended his
divine will and pleasure. The fire, smoke, darkness, thun-
derings, lightnings, earthquake, and tempest, when the fiery
Jaw was given. It is so called because it was given out of
the midst of the devouring fire. The Psalm closes with a so-
lemn acknowledgment of the great deliverances the Lord
had wrought for his Anointed, and of the continuation of his
mercies to his Anointed, and to his seed for evermore.

V. 1. To the Chief Musiciun, of David, the servant of the
Tord, who spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the
day the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies,
and from the hand of Saul; and he said,

Twill love thee, O Lord, my strength.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, as God-man, Mediator, Saviour,
and comforter, here professes his love of Jchovah; and also

L2
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that he will express his love to him. He had done this in
the everlasting covenant, by entering into bonds of abligation
to fulfil the whole demands of the Father’s law and justice.
He having such infinite love to his Father’s will, that he
was desirous to express it by these acts to the uttermost
degree. He is considered here before us, as having com-
pleted the whole, and as raised up a triumphant conqueror
over all the power of the enemy, even so as for death itself
to have no more dominion over him. He is about 10 sing
praises to Jehovah for all this. He begins his song, saying,
I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. He ascribes all the
strength by which deliverance was wrought for him to Je-
hovah. This is very suitable to the subject, as we consider
the covenant acts and offices of the eternal Three. He
proceeds in professing what the Lord is to him.

V. e. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my de-
liverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my
buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

This is our Lord’s confession of what Jehovah the Father
was to him; and it also contains his acknowledgment of
what he had proved him to be. It also contains irrefu-
table arguments and reasons, why he had; and would con-
tinue to trust in him. These words, In him will I trust, are
made use of by the apostle, to shew Christ, as true and
very man, lived by faith. I will put my trust in him. See
Heb. ii. 13. We may see from heace, that it casts great
light on the subject, to have clear and scriptural apprehen-
sions of our Lord Jesus Christ, to understand how as the
head and surety of his people, he stands in covenant reta-
tion to God. As such, and according to it, Jehovah was
his rack, his fortress, his deliverer, his God, his strength, him
in whom he did, and would trust. His buckler, the horn
and strength of his salvation, his high tower. The various
titles and expressions shew it was the knowledge of what the
Lord was to Christ, was the object and support of his mind,
and the foundation of his faith., It was not the act of
Christ’s mind towards Jehovah, and on him, was his support,
but it was Jchovah himself, as his rock, fortress, deliverer,
his God, his strength, was his support. It was he in whom
he trusted, who was his buckler, {’\is horn, his salvation, his
strength, his high tower. It deserves to be noticed, Christ
bere gives the Father praise for his complete deliverance out
of the hands of all his enemies, to Jehovah his God. He said,.
Iu the day that the Lord deiivered him out of the hands of ull his
enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: I will love thee, O Lord,
ny strength.  The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and wy.
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deliverer ; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; m
buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. All
this Jehovah the Father was to his Anviated One, the
Messiah, He therefore adds,

V. 8. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised:
so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

This is the natural result of the former. Jehovah had
been called on. Jehovah had wrought deliverance for his
Anocinted One. He is worthy to be praised for this. He is
praised for this in the Psalm before us. And it is expressly
declared he is a prayer-hearing, and a prayer-answering
God. His saints in every age, and throughout all genera-
tions may well praise him for this. 1t is bat to ask and
bave. Iiis but to call on his name, and they will be heard.
1 will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so
shall I be saved from mine enemies. In this manner Christ is
pteased to express himself, and we wmay, by the light and
teaching of the Holy Spirit, receive much instruction
from it.

V. 4. The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of
ungodly men made me afraid.

This is descriptive of the state Christ was in previous to
his deliverance. He as the surety of his people, when he
stood up in the days of his flesh, was compassed about with
all their sins, and as the immediate consequence thereof, he
was compassed with the sorrows of death. He tasted,
suffered, and endured all sorts and kind of deaihis due to sin,
To the sorrows of his soul, to the pains and torments of his
body, were added the floods of ungodly men, bis cruel and
implacable foes, who came upon him like a flood of mighty
waters; to bear him down and overwhelm him. This is not
all. At least this does not fully express the whole of the
subject.  He therefore adds,

V. 5. The sorrows of hell compassed me about : the sncres
of death prevented me.

The curse due to sin, the wrath of God, which is his
righteous displeasure against it, came down and deluged the
whole humanity ot Christ, whose death is styled deaths in
the plural, in the margin, in the fifty-third of Isaiah, ver.g.
Amf he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich i
his death. See the margin. It is there deaths. Wha:a
champion must our Christ have been! He was in this state,
the sorrows of hell, all contained in Jehovah’s batred and
wrath against sin as sin, came in upon him. He was sor-
rounded by it. He could not deliver himself out of it. He
must fee] it wholly and fully. There is no out-gate for him.
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It must be intensively, and extensivcly; which seems to be
expressed by him thus, The snares of death prevented me.
Death, even the substance of all contained in the second
death came in on God’s Beloved One, the true David, the
man after God’s own heart, the man in personal union with
God. In these circumstances he acted thus:

V. 6. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto
my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry
came before him, even into his ears.

This leads us to think on what the apostle speaks, who
says, our Christ in the days of his flesh poured out his
prayers and supplications, with strong crying and tears
unto him that was able to save. This must refer to his re-
quest, Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me. To
his bloody sweat, and bitter agony. At which time there ap-
peared an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And also
to recollect the state Christ was in on the cross, when the
whole storm of divine wrath came so immediately on him,
that he cried out, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me? Christ at this time in distress, He cried unto the
Lord whilst under it. His prayer was heard, It was the
prayer of faith. I called upon Jehovah. I cried to my
God. He speaks of his success. Jehovah my Gud heard
me. He gave evidence of it. He heard my voice out of
his holy temple. He attended to it. My cry came in as
the representative of my people: not all their sins laid on
me, not all the curse and wrath due to iniquity, nor my
being under the very in(liction of all contained in the curse
due to the sins of the whole election of grace, could turn my
$ather’s heart and ear from me: no, my cry for deliverance
out of the hands of all my enemies, and out of the hands
of Saul, was attended unto. It came before him. [t entered
into his ears. ITe answered it. And I live, in my resurrec-
tion and ascension state, to record and celebrate his praises
for it.  Sounie insiances, I, the Messiah, give.

V. 7. Then the carth shook and trembled ; the foundations
also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.

This was when given prophetic. It has received its ac-
complishment; and it contains an account of what happened
at, and after the resurreciion of the Lord Jesus Christ. At
the morn of his resurrection, there was « great earthquake.
An angel of the Lord descended from heaven, Christ who
had been a prisoner was set at everlasting liberty. The
foundations of the Jewish state and nation were shaken, and
the wrath of God against them began to take place, which
in the issue was further manifested in their total extermina-
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tion out of the land of Judea, and which was the result of
their rejection of Christ, as the true and promised Messiab.
All which is here included, and spoken of, agreeable with
the nature of prophecy, as commencing with the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Further effects of Jehovah’s wrath against
the Jews is expressed.

V. 8. There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out
of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.

Whilst these expressions are all used to set forth the
wrath of God against the unbelieving Jews, and how it
would break forth and be executed on them, yet the re-
ference seems to be to the appearance of Jehovah on Mount
Sinai. Smoke, fire, darkness, thunderings, lightnings,
earthquake, and tempest, attend that display of Jehovan’s
majesty ; and these are all here, and in several following
verses, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, spoken of as messengers of his will,
and as expressive of his wrath. ¢ Fire,” says Mr, Julius
Bates,  is one of the three agents of the heavens, or aerial
fluid, which is all fire round about the orb of the sun. Fire
may be made by the collision of the grosser parts of the air
against each other. Itisa distinct substance from the fuel,
and is often distinguished from it in sacred Scripture, being
air in its most subtile condition, and highest agitation:
it is the substance of the heavens in its purity.” See
Exodus xxiv. 10. It is said, Mount Sinai was altogether on
a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the
smoke thercof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the
whole rount quaked greatly., Exodus xix. 18. The glory
of Jehovah in the clound, is often called fire ; that august ap-
pearance being a fire in a cloud, surrounded with thick
darkuness.  The sight of the glory of the Lord was like devour-
ing fire, onthe top of the mountuin, in the eyes of the children of
Israe!,  Sce Exodus xxiv, 15, The mount burnt with fire,
unto the midst of heaven, with darkuess, cloud, and thick
darkness. Deut. iv. 11.  Jehovah spake unto you out of
the midst of the fire. He wmade you see kis great fire. Now
as the majesty of God is sct out by tuese expressions, so by
them also we understood that witii God is terrible mnjesty.
His wrath is therefore set {orth by snch like expressions also.
The smoke of Jchoval’s nostrils, an ecxpression of lus
wrath; fire out of his mouth, as the execntion of it; and
coals of fire, or lightnings as enflamed, piroceeding, and as
kindled by it, are made use of in the words before us, to ex-
press the indignation of the Lord against the apostate Jews,

V. 9. He bowed the heavens also, and came down, and dark-
tiess was, under his feet.
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Jehovah came down, in the exercises of his most holy and
righteous displeasure, against the Jews, the enemies of his
Anvinted. He proved him to be his Son, by his resarrec-
tion from the dead. He proved him to be the true and

omised seed, spoken of to Abraham, and promised

essiah to the Jews, by visiting them in the severity of his
displeasure, for their rejecting him as spch. Notwithstand-
ing the visible tokens of his wrathful indignation upon that
people, for this and other crimes, yet they were left in such
darkness of mind, as the very dispensations of God were
dark to them.

V. 10. 4nd he rode upon a cherub, and did fly : yea, hedid
Ny u{,on the wings of the wind.

Jehovah did.” I conceive the agents in nature are here
referred to, uir in motion; by which many great operations
are performed. The readiness of God to execute his wrath
on those implacable enemies of Christ, is the subject before
us. Herode upon a cherub. This is to express s majesty.
He did fly. This expresses his celerity, ‘The addition to
it, Yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind, is expressive of
the reality of all this. The wisdom, goodness, and power of
God, displayed in the circulation of the air, and its conse-
quences In the heavens over us, and the earth on which we
dwell, exceeds our apprehensions. He did fly upon the
wings of the wind, 1t expresses the speediness of God to
help his Beloved, and to consume his enemies. Yea, ke
did fly upon the wings of the wind, in the storm and whirl-
wind of his wrath. A hurricane is the most violent im-
petuous motion in naturc; and it is the wind, or air, which
drives the lightning with that violence and rapidity, which
may be said to ride upon the wings of the wind. And
from hence our Lord describes his coming at the last day.
Matthew xxiv. 27. One expresses himself on the words
before us thus, He rode upon a cherub, and did fly, and was
seen upon the wings of the Spirit.  The first grand agent that
was fgrmed : and (Gen. . 2) invested with the power of be-

inning and continuing the motion in this system, and here
styled a cherub, a jégure of another spirit.

V. 11. He made darkness his secret place ; kis pavilion round
about him were dark waters, and thick clouds (K "the skies.

It seems to be derived from God’s invisibility when he
gave the law, and shone forth in fire, tempest, and an earth-
quake, as so many solemn evidences of his immediate
presence. Yet as he then dwelt in the secret place of
thuuder, from whence all the regalia of his majesty was dis-
played, and no one was admitted into the thick darkness
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where God was; so the words before us, are, I conceive, of
the power and majesty of God, manifested in indignatiod
against his enemies, and of their being ignorant of the same;
g0 that they returned not to him that smote them, neithet
did they seek the Lord of hosts.

V. 12. At the brightness before him, his thick clouds passed,
Mail-stones and coals of fire,

Lightis formed by the expansive power of the heavens, and
the clearness of the sky is owing to the pressure of the spirit,
or air, which passes through auny part where the light is.
When the Glory-Jehovah appeared 1o Moses, Aaron, &ec.
it is said, And they saw the God of Israel: and there was
under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and
as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. Exodus xxiv.10,
This glory round about the vision of God, was like the clear
bright part of the air. Thick dense darkness looks very
horrible, Darkness is as truly a substance as wiad, heat,
fire, or any other condition of the air. Light when stagnate
becomes darkness. At Mount Sinai, the Lord appeared in
the fire and cloud of darkness. There were at the giving of
the law, thunderings, and lightnings, and voices, and the
sound of a trumpet, so exceeding shiill, that all the people
that were in the camp trembled.

V.13. The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the
Highest gave his thunder; hail-stores, and coals of fire.

‘hunder is the voice of God. Itisawful. The pillars
of heaven seem to tremble, and are astonished, when the
Lord speaks thus by his great power. The clouds being
broken by it, flashes of fire proceed. These are sometimes
accompanied with great rains; and it may be in some in-
stances, with hail-stones. We readin the Revelation, That
the temple of God was cpened in heaven, and there was seer: in
his temple, the ark of his testament, and there were lightuings,
and votces, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great kel
The effects of thunder and lightning are surpristng. The
latter is very surprising, sudden, violeat, am‘ often fatal;
sud are mentioned here to shew the violent and irresistible
effects of God’s wrath, on these encmies of his Anointed.

V. 14. Yea, he sent out his arrews, and scattered them ; ¢:.d
he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.

These are all further expressions. of the wrath of God
which would come upon the Jewish people, and nation.
Thus our Lord Jesus Christ, as the great Prophet over the
house of God, expresses in thesc, and the next verse, a pro-
phecy, which has been fulfilled since his resurrection and
sscension into heaven, und the cffccts of which remain to
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the very Eresent day. God’s arrows, shot out of his bow,
whereby his enemies were scattered, and his lightnings by
which he discomfited them, were the many and various
calamities it pleased him to bring upon them.

V.15, Then the channels of waters were seen, and the founda-
tions of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O Lord,
at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

This seewmns to be descriptive of the tremendous effects of
those expressions of the wrath of God, which came on the
Jews, in the days of the apostles to the uttermost. It
deserves for the connection of the subject, to observe, that
it is Jelbiovah who is recorded here, as the executor of all these
judgments. Even the same to whom this Psalm is dedicated
To whom the whole praise in it is offered. He whom Christ
professeth to love as his strength. His rock. His fortress.
His deliverer. His God. Whom be calls my strength.
Of whem he says, In him will I trust. The horn of his sal-
vation, and his high tower. Whom he proposes as the ob-
ject and subject of his song. It is Jebovah the Father
who raised Christ from the dead. It is he who did, and
hath done all these things, set before us, and mentioned in
the seven past verses. It was by bim these effects were
produced and mentioned in the words before us. It may
be truly said, !is wrath is us the roaring of a lion, and lis

Savour is as the lutter rain. The Jewish Church and state
were discovered to be the very foundations of the same.
The very channels of the sca, or the springs and fountains
of all their wealth, and national prosperity, were discovered
to the enemy; so that they hereby became a prey to them,
All which was the froit of the Lord’s rebuke. It was the
eflect ol the blast of the breath of his nostrils,

We now begin a new subject.  Yet we have the same
person, the Lord’s Clrist, tlie Speaker. He speaks of
what Jehovab bad doss for him. 1t may be, this should be
counsidercd as following the former account of the Lord’s
Judgments, to shew how a way was thereby opened for the
spread of his gospel, and for his becoming the head of the
heatheu, and that the Gentiles belonging to the election of
grace, mighit become obedient to the faith.

V.16, He sent from aboce, he took me, he drew me out of
iy walers,

The glorious Mediator here speaks of what Jehovah had
done ftor him, at bis resurrcction from the dead.  Jehovsh
raised up the humanity i Christ, after it was fallen by
dcath. He sent an angel to roll away the stone from the
door of the sepulchre, that Christ might come out of it. He
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took him out of the hands of all his enemies, even from the
arms, power, and dominion of death. He drew me out of
many waters. So that Christ was as Moses,who was called
80, by Pharaoh’s daughter, who said, because I drew him out
of the water. He goes on for several verses, in reciting what

ehovah had done for him. What Jehovah had scen in him.
Of the equity of Jehovah’s proceedings towards him. Of
his own uprightness, purity, and perfection.

V. 17. He delivered me from my strong enemy: and from
them which hated me: for they were too strong for me.

Saul, and all other enemies, fell and fled before him. He
was delivered from him, and from them. Although they
hated him, and would not that he should rule over them,
and were for a season too strong for him, yet Jehovah deli-
vered him from them. This is one part of his thanksgiving.
He was delivered from imputed sin. He was delivered from
the infliction of the curse. He was delivered out of the
hands of the sons of violence. He was delivered from the
evil one, and his principalities, and powers. Jehovah was
his deliverer. And this was in perfect agreement with co-
vepant transactions, and promises.

V. 18. They prevented me in the day of my calamity : but
the Lord was my stay.

All Christ's enemtes came in upon him, and against him,
in the day of his calamity, when he stood up betwcen God’s
justice and the sins of his people, which he bore in his own
body. He endured the contradiction of sinncrs against him-
self. They did all they could, and the devil at their head, to
bear him down. But the Lord was his stay. His supporter.
His rock. His strength.

V.19. Ie brought me forth also into a large place; he deli-
vered me, becaunse he delighted in me.

This refers to the state Christ was in, at, and after his
resurrection from the dead. It was then he was delivered
out of the hand of all his enemies. It was then he was
brought off’ an everlasting conqueror. It was then he was
set in a large place. It was then he was delivered from all
the guilt, which had been laid by the Father’s act of impu-
tation on him. It was then he was justificd and acquitted.
It was then Jehovah delivered him. And it was because he
delighted in bim. He had finished the putting away of sin.
He had brought in everlasting righteousness, e had com-
pleted the whole will of him that sent himn, concerning sal-
vation, and Jehovah the Vather, expressed his delight in
him, and it. The glorious Mediator goes on, in the next five
verses, to speak of Jehoval’s ealings with him, on the foot-
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ing of his righteousness and perfection, and of the equity of
the divine procedure towards him. Let this be particularly
noticed.

V. 20. The Lord rewarded me according to my righteous-
wess; according to the cleuanness of my hands in his eye-sight.

When our ford cxpired on the cross, his soul entered Pa-
radise. The Father passed judgment on him, as it respected
the perfection of his obedience and sacrifice. He was found
in every, and in the highest sense, a fulfiller of the law.
Who bad made it everlastingly honourable. His works were
perfect. His righteousness was an everlasting one. All the
evil contained in all the sin and sinfulness, was completely
put away, and atoned for, by the sacrifice of himself. He
was therefore raised in_his body from death that he might
be rewarded for it. His resurrection was a part of his re-
ward. It was the fruit of his righteousness. It was the
effect of the cleanness of his hands in the sight of God. It
was a proof of the love, delight, and faithfulness of the di-
vine Father to him. He thercfore speaks of it as such.

V.21. For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have
not wickedly departed from my God.

The Mediator was all the will of God could propose. The
mind of God be pleased with. He was the very express
image of God’s law, in its holiness, righteousness, and pu-
rity. He obeyed all the Lord’s most holy commands. He
kept the ways of the Lord, and most exactly attended unto
them. He in and with his whole heart and soul, persevered
in them in the whole of his lite.  'Which consisted in being
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. He never
in one instance wickedly departed from his God.

V. e2. Tor all his judgments were before me, and I did not
put away his statutes from one.

No. Every divine institution he submitted to. The ordi-
nances of the Lord were constantly before him. He fully
understood the nature, use, end, and design of them. He
was found in the true and proper observance of them. He
did not neglect one of themn.  He speaks of his righteous-
ness, of the cleanness of his hands, of his having kept the
ways of the Lord, of the sinless obedience which he per-
formed, of his keeping all the commandments and ordi-
nances of the Lord blawmeless, as his own perfectivn in the
sight of Jehovah. He closes the account in the next words:

V. 23. I was also upright before him, and have kept myself
Jrom mine iniquity.

The life and obedicence of Christ were stamped with all the
worth and diguity of his Person, God-man; so that it waa
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impossible but it must be ineffably glorious in the eye of the
divine Father. Christ was in heart, in life, in death, up-
right before him. He was holiness in its uttermost perfec-
tion. He was righteousness in its uttermost extent. He
was purity in its uttermost latitude. He was without all sin.
He kept himself from all iniquity. He was all this in the
view of God. He was rewarded for all this. He makes his
acknowledemeunt of it in the next words.

V. 24. Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me according
to my rizhteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands tn
his eye-sight.

The Messiah had risen from the dead, upon the footing of
the perfection of his nature, life, obedience, and death, and
received a recompence of revard. Herein the Lord rewarded
him. It was stipulated for in the everlasting covenant, if
he would make his soul an offering for sin, he should see his
seed, he should prolong his days. Jehovah could not but
fulfil his promise to him. He did ff. The Lord Christ here
acknowledges it. Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me
according to my righteousness. The worth of which can only
be known to the Three in Jehovah. Itis for them to esu-
mate the perfection of the same. Nothing short of Christ’s
living in heaven after the power of an endless life, and sus-
taining for ever and ever the name, Jehovah our Righteous-
ness, can be a due and proper veward to him. The perfec-
tion of his obedience, the purity of his actions, are all in the
sight of Jehovah. It will be always remembered by him,
with everlasting satisfaction. And this will add to the feli-
city of the gloritied Mediator to eternity.

V.25, Iith the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful :
with an upright man, thou wilt shew thyself upright.

Christ alone was the only upright inan which ever was in
our world., For though God made Adam upright, yet he
scon fell therefrom, and all his posterity fell in him. The
equity of the Lord’s dealings with Christ, are the subjects
contained in this, and the tollowing verses. Christ was, as
the Jaw which he was made under, and which required him
to be, merciful and vpright. Jehovah was mercitul to him,
in pardoning gll the sins he wade atonement for, and the
sinaers whose sarety he became. Jehovah bore testimony to
the vprightness of Christ ; in his life, at his death, and by
his resarrection and ascension,

V. 6. TFith the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure ; and with
the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward.

Christ was the pure, as well asthe holy one.  The Father
wus to him accordingly, at his resurrection from the deud.
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He was also to the unbelieving Jews, what their sins most
Jjustly required. Thus the glorious Christ justifies the di-
vine Majesty in his acts of grace towards him, and his jus-
tice towards his enemies.

V.27. For thou wilt save the afflicted people ; but wilt bring
down high looks.

Christ’s church at his death, and after his resurrection,
were greatly afflicted by the unbelieving Jews. Yet Jeho-
vah defended them. He comforted and strengthened them;
by shedding the Holy Ghost on them, through Jesus Christ
their Saviour. And he brought down the high looks; and
vile spirit of the Jews, by the calamities broug?lt upon them
by the Romans.

V. 28. For thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my God
will enlighten my darkness.

This i1s expressive of what the Lord would further do for
his Christ. He was to be raised up from earth to heaven, as
he was now raised from death to life. The candle of his
gospel was to be light. Hereby his jewels were to be sought
out, and found. Jehovah his God, would by the word, and
Spirit of Christ, shine upon, and open the mysteries of it.
He would open blind eyes. He would give light to those
who sat in darkness and shadow of death, and guide their
feet into the way of peace. He would make darlgcness light
before them, and crooked things straight.

V. 29. For by thee I have run through a troop, and by my
God I have leaped over a wall.

Thus he still acknowledges what Jehovah had done for
him, and ascribes all his victories and deliverances to him.
This leads him to pursue the subject, under another point of
view. He considers why, and what he is risen from the dead
to perform. His gospel is to be sent forth to the lieathen:
he must still go on from conquering and to conquer. He
takes a view thercfore of what God 1s, and would be to him,
and his. Of the strength and qualifications the Father had
furnished him with, by giving bin, as Mediator, all power
in heaven and in earth. ‘This is the chief subject to the close
of the Psalm.

V.30. dsfor God, his way is perfect; the word of the
Lord is tried : e is a buckler to all those that trust in kim.

Christ and his people being one, he often includes them
with himself. He had been engaged in speaking to Jeho-
vah. He had spoken personally of himself, and of what Je-
hovah had doue for him, aad been to him. He now alters
the subject, so as to acknowledge the perfect plan of grace,
conceived in the iufinite mind, from everlasting, a glorious
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part of which he had accomplished, one part of the reward
of which was now bestowed on him. l}le knew the contem-
plation of it would be an all-sufficient cordial to the spiritual
mind. As it also would to consider Jehovah’s actings to-
fvards his Christ, and people, to be parts and branches of
the everlasting covenant. s for God, his way is perfect.
All his outgoings of heart and affection to them, are agree-
able with it. The word of the Lord is tried. The whole of
his revealed will is perfect. All his promises are immutable.
He is faithful in the fulfilling them. None need doubt of
this. He is a buckler to all those that trust in him. 1, the
Head, Saviour, and Mediator of my body the church, de-
clare and speak all this out, from my own experience of the
trath hereof.

V.31. For who is God sace the Lord? or who is a rock save
our God ?

He of whom I speak is Jehovah. Self-existing. All-
sufficient. He lives his own life, in the full enjoyment of
all his own essential blessedness. He called me to the office
of Mediator. He qualified me for the performance of it.
He gave me his word to trustin. I have done it, and am
now a witness for him. I therefore declare to you, who are
my beloved ones, your God, my God is Jehovah. 1 say it
over again to you, Jehovah is a rock. He bath saved, doth,
and will save you, as he hath done me, your head, as our
God. Therefore renounce all trust and confidence in any,
in all beside.

V. 8¢2. It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh
my way perfect.

This is spoken of the state Christ was now in, as risen
from the dead. Of his being, as it were, anew fitted and
furnished by Jehovah the Father, to accomplish further the
end of his mediation. All power in heaven and earth, he was
invested with. All things were given into his hands. The
work and path to be pursued by him, to secomplish all Je-
hovah’s ways in nature, providence, and grace, were per-
fectly clear to bim. This he acknowledgeth.

V. 388. He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me
upm my high places.

This 1s expressive of what Jeliovah had done for him, as
Mediator, when risen from the dead. He had filled his soul
with such views of bhis love and delight in his person, and
finished work, as excited his heart, with the utmost celerity,
to execute all which further belonged to his office. He was
exalted on his mediatorial throne to bte a Prince, and Sa.
viour. And also to exercise himself as the great executor
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of all the good pleasure of his Father's will. All which he
ascribes to him.

V. 34. Heteacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel
15 broken by mine arms.

This shews how Christ is irresistible. He snbdueth the
strong-holds of sin, by the omnipotent word of bis power.
And the heart as strong as steel, by the omnipotent sweet-
ness of his love. And will in the issue, and before he closes
his present administration of his office, subdue every sort
and kind of opposition made against him, and his. ,

V. 85. Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation :
and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath
made me great.

Thus the glorious Mediator gives all the glory, of what
was bestowed upon him, to the Father. His being sur-
rounded with all the perfections of Mediator. Jehovah’s
giving him the shield of his salvation. He having been al-
ready his shield in his incarnate statc, and he bring now
unto him his shield, in his resurrection and exalted state, is
matter of satisfaction to the mind of Christ. He stays
himselfon this. The right-hand of Jehovah will hold him up.
His grace will make him great. On this he rests. In this he
glories. In the views of this he triumphs.

V. 86. Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet
did not slip.

Which may refer to the outgoings of Christ, and his en-
largements, and increase of his spiritual kingdom, by the
spread of the everlasting gospel. It was successful, through
his own divine power and energy. Which he might well at-
tribute to Jehovah, as hereby the promise of his seeing his
seed, the travail of his soul, and his being satisfied therewith
was to be accomplished.

V. 37. I have pursued mine enemies, and overtahen them:
neither did I turn again till they were consumed.

I consider this as very expressive of the conduests of
Christ, in the Roman empire, whereby he made way for his
gospel, and ordinances, in many parts, and provinces there-
of.
V. 88. I have wounded them that they were ndt able to
rise: they are fallen under my fect.

That's the place for all Christ’s enemies. He lives in
heaven, and sits at the right-band of the throne of God, ex-
pecting his enemies 10 be made his footstool. In these two
Jast verses, Christ speaks of his pursuit and conquest of his
c¢nemies. Which I consider, as giving an account to his di-
vine Father, concerning his perseverance in doing, aad ac-



161

complishing his holy will, and pleasure, in, and by these
acts.

V. 39. For thou hast girded me with strength unto the
battle : thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against
me.

Thus this great and almighty Conqueror goes on, speak-
ing of Jehovah’s love to him, in giving him strength ac-
cording to his day, in girding him with strength unto the
battle. In which he hecame so successful, that all his ene-
mies, men and devils, were finally subdued before him. All
which he ascribes to Jehovah, which is to be understood in
relation to the covenant order, and relation, which the Three
in Jehovah exercise towards each other, in the display of the
distinct acts of their will, in the exercise of their will towards
each other, in the fulfilment of the sawne, and whereby they
honour each other for the part they act towards cach other, in
the open evidences given thereof. The Holy and Essential
Three, give glory and honour to each other in the word of
grace, in which all this is recorded. In the three following
verses, the Lord Christ, going on with the same subjeet, re-
counts some glorious acts of his over the enemies of his per-
son, crown, kingdom, and authority.

V. 40. Thou hast also given me the nccks of mine enemies ;
that I might destroy them that hate me,

The necks of his enemies, is a phrasc very expressive of
their being most effectually subdued and brought under
bim. It seems to suit his conquest in Judea, and also in the
empire of Rome. These enemies, be the Jews or Gentiles
alluded unto, were destroyed. So will all the encmies of
Christ, in the final issue of things. For he must reign till
he hath put all things under his feet. He gives the praise
of it to Jehovah. Thou hast done it. All w%xich was a ful-
filment of covenant faithfulness and promises to the glo-
rious Mediator.

V. 41. They cried, but there was none to save them: even
anto the Lord, but he answered them not.

This was expressly the case with the apostate Jews. They
looked for, they cried unto the Lord, for a Messiah to save
them from the Romans, and out of the hands of their ene-
mies. But they having rejected the true and only Messiah,
their prayer was not attended unto. Jehovah answered them
not. Their enemies prevailed over them.

V.42. Thendid I beat them as small as the dust before the
wind : I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets.

‘The expressions are expressive of the great consumption
of these enemies, and of the complete triumph of Christ

YOL. I. M



