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hiseyes. He falls asleep. He lies down as the peace-maker;
in the enjoyment of God’s peace which passeth all under-
standing. Rejoicing in God, being filled with the blessed-
ness contained in the Father'’s uftiug up the light of his
countenance upon him. Then he cioses his eyes, und falls
asleep in his body, in the arms of death. Trusting his trame
in the grave to the care and protection of the Father; and
proving by his own words that death was no more than sleep,
and the grave but a bed, as truly relieving to the body, as it
is to us in a time state. Our Lord, sleeping in his body in
the dusty bed the grave, would sleep in pertect secunity, be-
cause the Lord would be his keeper and defence. 1 cannot
reach it. | am but a babe in Christ. I only attempt to
throw out hints, which the spiritual mind may improve. Yet
surely I can see from these very broken fragments of truth,
that there is that in the death of Christ, and in sleeping in
his body in the grave, that is all-sufficient to reconciie our
minds to our falling asleep in our bodies, in the arms of
death, and resting in them for a while in the siient grave,
Sleep is the symbol of death; the bed is of the grave, and 1t
well bucomes us to make use of them as such. Ve are none
of us unwilling to sleep: nor do we inthe least tcar1it. We
are nat unwilling to lie down on our beds when might comes;
vet none of us can be assured we shall ever awake out of
slcep; nor can we go to bed, and sleep satety, withuut the
peace of God in our consciences, the love of God m our
bearts; except the eternal God is our refuge, and underneath
us are the everlasting arms. So that we need the same
meetness and preparation for death, which we do for sicep,
and we need the same for sleep, we do for death and thegrave;
and such are most truly blessed who are in Christ, who live
in Christ, who have a real believing knowledge of the peace
of God, and lie down on their beds under the protection of
Christ’s most precious righteousness and blood, and exercise
the same faith on him they would if the Lord were to give
them the desire of their minds, in their last morning. 1 con-
ceive, such may be blessed with some sweet views of the
biessedness of falling asleep in the arws of Jesus. Of sleep-
ing in the grave where Jesus lay, and left a perfume. Of
being raised up from it at his second coming. Of having
their bodies wmade like unto his glorious body; when they
will sing to the giver of all victory, with more mciodious
sounds than ever flutes, trumpets, cornets, or stringed in-
struments, used in the service of the temple of God ever
did; O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory? The sting of death ss sin; and the strength of sin 13
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the luw. But thanks be unto God which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. May the Lord bless the
interpretation of this Psalm, so far as seemeth good in his
sight. Amen.

PSALM THE FIFTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician on Neki-
loth, upon Sheminith. A Psalm of David. Neginoth, is by
some of the learned, understood, stringed instruments, such as
were played on by the haud; so by Nekiloth is understood
wind instruments, such as flutes, trumpets, cornets, &c.

You read concerning Hezekiah king of Judah, 2 Chroni-
cles, xxix. 25—@8; thus, And he set the Levites in the houss
of the Lord with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps, accord-
sug to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king’s seer,
and Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment of the
Lord by his prophets. And the Levites stood with the instru-
ments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. .dAnd
Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt-offerings upon the
altar. And when the burnt-offering began, the song of the
Lord also began with the trumpets, and with the instruments
o-dained by David king of Israel. And all the congregation
worshipped, and the singers sung, and the trumpeters sounded :
and all this continued until the burnt-offering was finished.

The trumpets sounded nine times. The insgruments of
music were played on, and vocal music was joined to the in-
strumental. The singers divided the Psalm sung into three
parts, making three pauses, and lefi off their music and sing-
g for a while; so that in every Psalm sung, they had threz
interinissions. At these intermissions the trumpet sounded,
aud the people worshipped.

I conceive it should be understood in what part of the
worship the Psalm was sung, as it will give us some idea in
our reading, how appropriate many of the expressions were.
They were sung at the morning and evening sacrifice, when
the drink-offering, or strong wine, was pourcd out before the
Lord, as a memorial of Christ’s pouring out his soul an offes-
ing for sin, The Jewish Church had, as I may so say, s
proper liturgy.  All the Psalns which were to be sung daily,
as also on their solemnities of new moons and festivals, were
all fixed on, so as they could not depart from the same. On
the passover, which was celebrated by the Jews, in divers
rooms at Jerusalem, where a convenient congregation of
them could be assembled ; the 113th to the 118th Pszlms
were sung. This was called The Egyptian Hallel, 'Tiere
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was also what was styled the Great Hallel, which wag the
136th Psalm. It is not to be considered that they sung
through all these at one time, but selected portions from
them. We need not doubt but at times, believers exercised
their minds, in worshipping the Lord, in singing some of
the Psalms privately, and in their own families.

I shall take it for granted, what hath been quoted from
Mr. Parkhurst, concerning the title to the Chief Musician,
is sufficient, and therefore shall without any further quo-
tation, explain, or rather make use of the explanation
which hatg been from him given, as containing this in it,
To the giver of victory—To the victory and eternity of Israel—
To the conqueror. | gave an account of what Mr. Park-
hurst says on it, in the Jast Psalm, and shall therefore make
use of the same, in all those Psalins where this title, To the
Chief Musician, occurs, without any more explanation.

Christ, the subject of this Psalm, is represented here as
pouring out his heart before the Lord. His earnestness and
unportunity in his requests to his Divine Father, is very fully
expressed : in which we have the holiness of his heart, the
purity of his mind, the devotion of his Spirit mast clearly
stated. He speaks of God’s hatred of and displeasure at
wicked men and wickedness. That such shall not stand in
his sight. That the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful
man. Judas Iscariot in his own person, and the Jewish nation
as typified in, and by him, are doubtless intended. He pro-
fesses his own personal devotedness to worship the Lord.
He prays to be led in righteousness, that the Lornl’s ways
may be made straight before him. That his enemies may
fall by their own counsel. He describes who, and what they
were.  He prays on the behalf of all such as trusted in the
Lord. He closes with his confidence in him, that he
would bless, and encorpass his chosen ones.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician upon Nehiloth. A Psalm of
David.

Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my meditation.

As it respects the title, and cousidering Christ the speaker,
we here see the faith of Christ as man, as Mediator, as God-
man, is most divinely sustained and kept up, from the con-
sideration of what Jehovah the Father was s him, in
covenant settlements, and by what he had promised him.
He was to have complete and eternal victory over all his
enemies. His mind might well be supported from the con-
sideration of this. He therefore addresses his Divine Father,
who was to be the giver of victory to him: who was to be
1ss strength, whilst” our Lord was to overcome in his own
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teon, the whole host of earth and hell; yet according to what
ad passed in the cternal transactions between the Three in
Jehovah, the humanity of Christ was to be so kept up, made
strong, and carried on, and through every opposition, that
the glory and faithfulness of Jehovah might appear therein,
and thereby. It is a great sight to see into the heart of
Christ, and view his address to the throne of the heavenly
grace, with his importunity for audience. 'The Father heard
him always. It is very profitable to observe the various
seasons and oceasions of Christ’s praying in the days of his
fiesh ; it afforded the Old Testament Church an abundance
of instruction, support, and consolation. Christ was a
pattern for them to copy after. His prayers were always
agreeable to the will of him that sent him. They were all
suited to covenant transactions. They were all exactly
founded on the promises. They were all in proper connec-
tion with the covenant relation which subsisted between the
Father and him. They were all so many acts and ex-
pressions of faith, hope, and love ; so that we have in them
contained aud expressed, the very particular acts of worship
the Lord Jesus Christ performed in the days of his flesh.
Christ in the request betore us, uses words in prayer. They
were weighty ; well suited to his present case. He requests
an audience. He prays his mediation may be considered.
Whilst there is a praying to the Lord in our minds, without
one vocal expression, and this is very acceptable in the sight
of God, yet there are seasons, cases, and places, when words
are necessary, and must be made use of. It is necessary that
they should be weighty, expressive ones; suited to the
matter before us; suited to our personal and particular cases.
It is also good that they should be the fruit of inward
spiritual ang deep meditation. We should in prayer be very
solicitous to gain attention; for when we perceive the Lord
is pleased to give us an audience and intercourse with his
majesty, it greatly draws out the mind, and encourages us in
prayer. If Christ was concerned for this, and in his coming
prayer-wise before the Father first requested attention to
what he had 10 say in words, and would be considercd re-
specting whai had been the matter of his meditation, we
learn from hence, how such as are one with Jesus, and have
his Spirit dwelling in them, are concerned with God, and eu-
aged with him, when they really L)ray in faith, and in the
oly Ghost. The samne Spirit which dwelt in the head,
dwells in all his members. He produces in them like effccts.
It is well to have clear, spiritual, distinct apprehensious
hereof, as it is a blessed encouragement to our minds, when
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engaged in pouring out our hearts before the Lord. Our
prayers, and all our true and spiritual affections, and frames
in prayer are but the real fruits and effects of our dear
Lord’s prayers for us, which are as efficacious and lasting,
as his nghteousness and passion.

V. 2. Ilearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my
God: for unto thee will 1 pray. c

The former petition being granted, and audience being
obtained, the great Messiah here requests attention may b+
paid to his words, and mecditation. e wants the ear o!
God. He wants the voice of his cry to be heard.  He gives
such titles to God, as may engage the hcart of God, and
draw it forth in a manifestative way towards him, and as
may encourage bis own faith and expectation. My King,
and my God, are the titles, in both which he professes his
own interest.  The head of Christ is God. He is the God
of Christ in a covenant way. [Itis upon the footing of cove-
nant engagements, It is unto God, in this covenant rela-
i.onship, and under these titles, Christ bere prays, and calls
upon him. Ashis king, and his God, he prays unto him.
We should learn from henee, in all our accesses to tha
throne, to take itito our minds such apprchensions of God,
«s our God, as may encourage us in our address unto him.
And itis good to take and make use of such titles and per-
tections in God, as are suited to the matter we are suppli-
cating him for. Qur Christ is here praying against the
rialice and implacable hatred of his enemies against his
persoin, cause, and people.  The titles, therefore, of Kirg,
2nd God, arc immediately suited to the petition; and in-
terest in bim, as my king, and my God, is a most poweriul
«nicourngement, both in calling upon him, and in encourag-
hag to expect to reccive from him, the blessings and benefits
oxpected. It is good for us to consider, Christ is our king.
He is to rule in us. He is to reign over us. Heis to
covern our outward and inward man.  lleisourGed. We
may be bold with him. We may come and speak out.ous
ninds freely unto bim. He is our medinm to the Father.
Ttis by him we draw nighunto God. Ie is our intercessor.

o ~
The Father heareth: him always. He says, Whalsoever ye shail
sk the Fether in iy name, he will give it you.

V. 5. My voice skalt thou kear tn the morning, O Tord;
in the morning will Idircct my prayer unto thee, and wil!
Lok up.

In the account given of Christ’s life by the Evangelists,
we find he was most frequently engaged in the ordinance of
prayer. It was ar his prayer the heaven was openced, and
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the Holy Ghost descended, and a voice was heard from the
excellent glory, saying, This is my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased. He retired at times from the multitude. and
from his disciples to a mountain, and continued all night in
prayer to God. He was thus engaged before he called his
disciples to the office of apostleshin. According to the ac-
count given by Luke the Evangelist, our Lord was praying,
when the fashion of his countenance was alteved, and he was
transfigured before Peter, Jumes, and John. He closed the
solemnity of bis eating the last passover with his disciples,
at the close of which he instituted bis holy supper with
prayer. e praved in the garden of Gethsemane three
times on his passion night.  The apostle says, I{e poured ont
his soul unto decth, by ofering up prayers and supplicativs
with strong crying and lears unto himthat was able to save
him from death. It our Lord prayed, and as man and me-
diator needed prayer, most assuredly, he by his own ex-
ample, bath given us an evidence of the necessity of ous
frequent approaches to the throne of grace. The inorning,
and also carly in the morning, is a very snitable season for
prayer, as here mentioned in the words before us; it is ex-
pressive of the impression made on our Lord’s most holy
and pure mind ; also of his atlections being drawn forth aud
earncstly engaged in worshipping his Father, and of the
necessity he was under, according to the place he stood in,
the office he was engaged in, the work he was to perform,
and the encmies he had to withstand, to receive heip and
succour from his Father. He proposes to direct his prayer
unto him, and to look up, expecting an answer. Itisa
blessing to be possessed of a real praying spirit, and trame.
It is good to be regular in secking proper seasons and op-
portunities to pray. Itisarcal blessing to have the spirit
of grace and supplication poured cut upon us. It is alo
good to watch for, and expect the returns of praver, in such
gracious answers from the Lord to our supplications, as may
give us real evidence that our cry hath come up into God's
holy dwelling place, even into heaven. f{n these prayers of
Christ, recorded in the Psalms, we have the truth and purity
of his humanity expressed.  The holiness ot his mind opencd.
The strength of his heavenly affections discovered; so that
it adds to the glory of Christ, and scrves to advance him
high in our estecin, to view the subject thus, as it is hereby
stated 1a the Psalins,

V. 4. For thou art not a God thet hath pleasurc in wivicd-
ress: neither shall evil dwell with the-.

The Mcdtator eonsiders the majeaty of Gied, The pany
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of the divinc nature. His displeasure at wickedness. That
no evil person could stand before him. He makes use of all
these as s0 many arguments in prayer to-obtain his own re.
quest. He being purity itself, the Holy One of God. He
being the man 1n God. He being God and man in one
Christ, it became him thus to speak. He could take real
satisfaction in thus contemplating the perfection, holiness,
and purity of the Divine Essence, and make use of it as
matter of support to his own human mind, as Jesus, the sent
One of God, who came forth in the fulness of time, from the
Father, and came into our world. Not sp we. All our
access to the throne must be in him alone. Inhisname. ln
his person. In his righteousness. In his sacrifice. In his
intercession. In his worth and perfection. In his accepta-
tion by the Father. He is the only way for our access to
the Father. Our Lord proceeds with his prayer.

V. 5. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest
all the workers of iniquity.

Thus the mind of Christ is exercised in prayer, on the state
and case of sinners. That such can never be acceptable to
him. They cannot stand before him. Itis very conceivable,
that the unbelieving people of the Jews, and their total re-
jection of Christ as the Messiah promised to their fathers,
are here binted at. We may place these words of our Lord
against this verse, and the one will unfold the other. Ye
are from beneath ; I am fromabove: ye areof thisworld; I am
not of this world. 1 said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in
your sins: for 1{ you believe not that I am, ye shall die in
your sins. Jobn viii. 23, 24. Now such amongst that
people, who rejected Christ, and would not have him to
reign over them, were foolish indeed. They could not stand
in God’s sight. They were the subjects of sin. They were
the objects of God’s wrath. They were hated by him.  They
could not dwell with him. They were workers of iniquity.
They would therefore be destroyed, and so it follows,

V. 6. Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: (lies,
vanity, &c.) the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.
Or the man of blood and deceit.

Thus the Lord Christ expresses his confidence in the holi~
ness, justice, and equity of the Divine procedure against
his enemies, the Jews, and Judas Isczriot, who might well
be stvled a bloody and deceitful man. On the Jews, and on
him who was their leader and guide, who delivered Christ.
into their hands. He was the abborred of the Lord. He
was a bloody man. He was a deceitful man. The Jewish
nation, and people were at the time of Christ’s incarnation,
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life, and passion, bloody and deceitful. 1 conceive & pro«
phetic hint is given of what their carriage would be re-
specting the Messiah. Whilst all this is contained in this
prayer, and Christ had an intuitive knowledge of all that
would be manifested of their siny and sinfuluess; as also of
the Father’s hatred and righteous displeasure, which would
be displayed, as the proper desert of their crimes, of wicked-
ness, foolishness, and iniquity; for their bad, false, and
lying speeches ; for their blood-thirstiness, ‘and deceit: yeg
he professes his own personal integrity, devotedness, and
perseverance in the ways;-and worship of the Lord.

V.7. But as for me, I will come into thy house in the
multitude of thy mercy : and in thy fear will I worship toward
thy holy temple.

This was most exactly realized in our Lord. Who, not-
withstanding the malice of the Jews, and their seeking to
take away his life, yet, in the very week of his passion, was
at the temple, preaching and teaching the people. Luke
says, in the day t'me he was teaching in the temple; and at
night he went out and abode in the mount that is called the
Mount of Olives. Chap. x%i. v. 38, His person was dedi-
cated to God. His thoughts, words, and works, were all
devoted to the Lord. Ile continued in this to his last mo-
ment. His last acts were his greatest. As the head and
representative of his people, he may be considered as here
speaking for them, and presenting them, trusting in the
multitude of God’s mercy, to be accepted for them, and for
their acceptance in him. The temple being a symbol and
memorial of him, as God-man, Mediator, and Saviour, and
all the sacred things in it figures of him, his worshipping
towards it, may suggest to us his constant eye on doing the
will of him that sent him, and his great concern to fulfil all
his will, exactly according to the commandment he had re-
ceived from his Father. Having made his profession of his
devotedness to the Lord, he prays to be led by him,

V.8. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness, because of
mine enemies ; make thy rays-straight before my face.

As the enemies of our Lord were on their constant watch,
hopingto observe something would drop from him, that they
might accuse him; so, he, in our nature, and world, and in
the days of his flesh, thus prayed that the Lord would lead
him in his righteons way. And this because of his enemies.
He prays the Father, that he would give him most clear
views and apprehensions of what was his mind and will.
That he might see clearly, and understand fully the same.
Whilst all had been made known to the Son of man from

voL. I.
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everlasting, yet now the Son of man is in his incarnate state,
obeying, and submitting to the uttermost to all his divine
Father’s will and pleasure, he thus prays. Which fully ex-
presses the entire dependance of Christ, as the Father’s ser-
vant, in the great work of salvation. His enemies were
many. Their envy against him great. Their malice impla-
-cabfle. He takes notice of it, and mentions it before the
Lord.

V. 9. For there is no faithfulness in their mouth, their in-
ward part is very wickedness ; their throat is an open sepul-
chre ; they flatter with their tongue.

In which there is the whole of what they were, as his
enemies, laid open. ln reading the evangelists, we have all
this set before us, as fully realized by the Jews, in their
treatment of our Lord. The mind of Christ was so appre-
hensive and comprehensive of all this, that he inwardly felt
it. He was supported under it, and carried through it, and
all the indignities and shame which attended his crucifixion,
by the joy set before him of its being his passage way to
his kingdom and glory.

V. 10. Destroy thou them, O God; let them full by their
own counsel, cast them out in the multitude of their transgres-
sions ; for they Rave rebelled against thee.

This is prophetic of what would befall them. And of what
did befall them, even at the time, when Christ being appre-
hended, and given up into the hands of his enemies, stood
before Caiaphas, and the Jewish rulers. Their counsel was
so far defeated, that the witnesses produced to bring such
and such charges against our Lord, perplexed the senate,
instead of helping them, and redounded to the honour, not the
dishonour of our Lord. And they were for their sin, in put-
ting Christ to death, cast out in the multitude of their trans-
gresstons, from their own land. Because that in all their
plots, schemes, and devices against Christ, they rebelled
against the Lord, Jehovah the Father. For which, wrath
came upon them to the uttermost. Our Lord then prays
on behalf of his own. He describes them to be such ag
trust in the Lord, and love his name.

V.11. But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice :
{et them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them : let
them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.

Thus our Lord prays for his beloved, in the land of Judah,
in the time of his humiliation, and at the season of his pas-
sivn; that they might be preserved from the rage and
malice of the Jewish ralers, and from the destruction which
would come on Judea and its inhabitants by the Romaus.
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And in it we may see, and read his heart towards the whole
clection of grace. They, when created anew in Christ Jesus,
and brought by the word and Spirit to the true and saving
knowledge of him, trust in his person, blood, and righteous-
ness, before Jchovah the Father, for their everlasting diss
charge from all sin and guilt for ever. He is their God and
Father in Christ Jesus. He is their shield and defence. He
defendeth them. So that they may well shout for joy. They
love his name. As the Lord God, gracious and merciful.
They love him for his great love to them in Christ Jesus.
They have great cause to be joyful ia him. Christ here £rays
for them, that they may rejoice, and be joyful in the Lord.
And his request hath been, and will be answered over and
over. Yea, it will be continued down to the very close of
time.

V.12. For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with
favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.

Thus the Messiah is pleased to close his prayer, in expres-
sing his confidence in the Lord, that he would grant his
petition, in blessing his beloved ones, in giving them such
a sense and enjoyment of his favour, as wonld be a shield to
defend them against all enemies. The Lord’s people are
righteous in his sight, and before him, in the righteousness
of Christ. They are blessed. And the Lord will continue
his blessing unto them. His love and mercy surround them.
He is the shield of their excellency. May the Lord bless
what is written on this Psalm, if he pleases. Amen.

PSALM THE SIXTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the chief Musician on Negi
woth, upon Sheminith, a Psalm of David.

As by Neginoth, Nehiloth, and Sheminith, is understood
stringed instrumeats, so by the word Sheminith, in the title
before us, seemns to be understood the tune to which it was
set. The margin is upon the eight, which some understand
to be expressive of the note styled Juss in music. In the
15th chapter of the Chronicles, an account is given of some
of the Levites as appointed to be singers, who are expressed
by name of Heman, Jeduthun, and Asaph. Some were to
sound with cymbals of brass, some with psalteries on Ald-
moth, some with harps on the shemith to excel.

The subject-matter of this Psalm contains the sorrows and
passion of Christ. He calls upon Jehovah the Father for
deliverance and salvation from his present distresses. He

F2
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riemls with him, agreeable with the present circumstances
1e was in. He acknowledges he was heard ; and expresses
how this would appear by the confusion and sore vexation
his enemies would be thrown into. The whole may be con-
sidered as a prayer of the Messiah, containing a prophetic
hint to the Old Testament Church, of the exercise of his
holy mind in his then future and incarnate state. I con-
ceive, reading it under these views, we shall find matter for
our spiritual minds to contewmplate on.

V.1, To the Chief Musician on Neginoth, upon Shemi-
nith, a Psalm of David. O Lord, rebuke me not in thine
anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.

It being the design of the Holy Ghost, to give the saints
and faithfal in Christ, under the Old Testament dispensa-
tion, a view and apprehension of their great Mediator, in
his sorrows, sufferings, and passion, he is here presented to
their view as under the imputation of their sin and guilt,
and praying suitable to his state and case, when he substi-
tuted his whole person, God-man, in their room and stead.
The address is to Jehovah. It must be to one of the persons
in Jehovah. It must of necessity, here, be to the divine
Father, whose will Christ came into the world to fulfil, and
which he did in his life, and by his obedience unto death,
even the death of the cross. Lord, rebuke me not in thine
anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. Messiah was
to sustain the anger and hot displeasure of the Lord, against
sin, and on account of all the sins of his people. Not one
of their sins was to be forgiven them; not one wound made
in their minds by sin was to be healed, by any means, but
by their substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ, suffering in his
own body and soul, the whole contained in God’s hatred
and indignation against sin. He here implores the Lord,
suitable to the fee%ings of his humanity, and prays for a sus-
pension of the utmost of divine severity. O Lord, rebuke
e not in thine anger. These words contained in tacm full
proof of his human nature. Tt was a confirmation to his
saints, thdat he would be the sced of the woman, the seed of
Abraham, the seed of David, according to the flesh.  That
he would possess all the true aud proper affections belong-
ing to the human mind, without the least sin or taint in
them. That he would fully comprehend bis sorrows, and be
thorouzhly acquainted with them.  As such he prays, O
Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger. 1t is like his request in
the gavden, O my Tather, if 1t be possible, lct this cup pass
from me. Neither of which is to be conceived of, as a re-
Tuctance of the human nature in Christ to sufler, but rathicr
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of the reality of the human nature which Christ took hold
of, and gave union to in, and by personal union to it, in
which he suffered. 'The human will was swallowed up in
the divine will of Christ, so that he was a willing, as truly
as he was an obedient sufferer. He adds, neither chasten me
in thy hot displeasure. The text shews the reality of our
nature, as in union with the Son of God ; by which means,
the man Christ Jesus saw, knew, and had clear perceptions
of what he was to sustain and endure, when the anger and
hot displeasure of the Lord, should fall on him, as the sacri-
fice for sin ; and it was agreeable to his office, as the great
I’rophet of his church, to give his people some spiritual
coxceptions of the same. He adds,

V. 2. Have mercy upon me, O Lord; for I am weak: O
Lord, heal me ; for my bones are vexed.

Christ, as the representative of the whole church—as
their surety,” on whom the Lord laid their iniquities, and
who stood up as made sin by imputation, between their sins
and his Father’s justice, might well implore mercy. Never
one needed it more: never one could have greater right to
claim it than himself, because he satisfied al! the demands
of law and justice. He may be considered as speaking also
on the behalf of all his members. It is through the channel
of his propitiatory sufferings mercy flows forth, is displayed,
and manifested to his beloved ones. Have mercy upon me,
O Lord, he adds, for I am eweak. This is his argument to
obtain his suit. His sufferings were wholly in the human
nature; his soul and body were the subject of all his sorrows
and sufferings. The apostle says, ke was crucified in weak-
ness, 2 Cor. xiii. v. 4. Yet he tells us, Christ crucified, is
the power of God, and the wisdom of God, 1 Cor. i.v.24. It
is as though the Messiah, the speaker in the Psalm, had
said, Have mercy upon me, O Lord ; for I am a sinner, and
am in present circumstances in consequence of it. Which
makes him the more importunate, O Lord, heal me; for my
bones are vexed. All this opens to the view of faith subjects
of everlasting importance.  Christ saw sin as none ever did.
He felt the guilt and weight of it, as none beside him could.
He had full perreption ot the wounds it had given in the
souls and bodies of all his elect. He knew himself, by his
covenant engagemcuts with the Father, respoasible for the
whole. He knew it was by his wounds they were all to be
healed. If the Lord, therefore, will manifest himself well
pleased with him, by carrying him through his sufferings,
and accepting the same on their behalf, it will be theirever-
fasting health and cure.  As for hiwself; his bones, every
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part of his body and mind, were vexed, suffered in every
sensc, he being wade sin for them, as it brought down the
anger and hot displeasure of his Father on him.

. 8. MMy soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O Lord, how

long ?

ﬁs the body of Christ suffered to an intensity, and exten-
sive degree, so did his soul also; which he expresses here,
in saying to the divine Father, My soul also is sore vexed ;
and then puts the question, But thou, O Lord, how long ?
Chuist suffered in his soul the whole curse due to sin. He
was sore vexed; i. e. he was most deeply impressed under
it. He was heavy unto death. He ackuowledeed his Fa-
ther's will, and hand in it, when he was under it.  He doth
g0 here. He puts the question, how long is it to $¢, thus:
But thou, O Lord, how long? lmplying, 1t was to him, as it
were, an eternity of sorrow, whilst he was under the positive
infliction of divine wrath, and the suspcusion of his Father’s
manifestative prescnce. He therefore prays,

V. 4. Return, O Lord, deliver my soul;: O save me, for
thy mercies sake. 'When the Lord made Christ sin, and a
curse, the one by imputation, the other by infliction, he
withdrew from them.  Christ felt and was truly apprehen-
sive of it. Ile here, in the foreviews of it, spcaks as though
he was under it.  Return, O Lord, Let me enjoy thy pre-
sence, which is better than life itself. Deliver my soul out
of the statc [ now am in. O save me, for thy mercies sake.
Yor all which he assigns this rcason :

V. & For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in
the grave who shall give thee thanks?

It I am left under suflerings, never raised up above and
beyond them; if I am not lifted up above and beyond the
power of death and the grave, thy glory will be lost.  Thy
praisc will cease. Then there will be no remembrance of
thee, in thine acts of grace in appointing me to be the great
Shepherd of the sheep, unless thou arc pleased to bring me
againfromthe dead, throughthe blood of the everlasting cove-
nant. If 1 am notraised from the grave of death, who shall
then give thee thanks? Thus the glorious Messiuh pleads.

V. 6. I am weary with my groaning; all the night make
1 my bed to swim; [ water my couch with my tears,

This is very expressive of the sorrows of Christ’s mind.
The griefs of his beart; of the pains and sufferings of his
body ; of the continuation, increase, and extreme degree to
which they arrived.  All, or every night, make | my bed to
swim, We can find nothing in the evangelists more strong,
more deep, morc pathctic than thisis: 1 water my couch
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with my tears. This gives full evidence to what Isaiak says
concerning our Lord, that he was & man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with gricf.

V. 7. Mine eye is consumed because of grief ; it wazeth old
because of all mine enemies.

This contains a further account of our Lord’s grief, and.
of the effects of it. His eye, or face, or countenance, was
contracted by reason of sorrow. His visage was marred
more than any man, and his form more than the sons of
men. He, in the days of his flesh, with fasting, travelling,
preaching, and praying, and in consequence of the intensity
of his mind, which was constantly engaged in doing good
to the bodies and souls of men, appeared to the Jews to be
older than he really was. Hence they say to him, Thou art
not yet fifty years old. Which implies, that they thought
by his face he was not much short of it; whereas he wanted
several years of being this. Nothing makes a greater alte-
ration on the face than grief does; nothing weakens the
sight and eye like unto it. Christ, when in his suffering
state, was, by reason of his cruel and inveterate enemies, in
such cases as filled his holy mind with inconceivable grief
and distress, equal to what is here expressed. He having
obtained his request from the Lord, is hereby encouraged
to speak and bid defiance to all his encmies : to the chief
priests, scribes, and Pharisees, and the whole bulk and body
of the Jewish people and nation. He doth this in the next
words,

V.8. Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity ; for the
Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping.

These words are applicable to the Jewish people, who, in
their unbelief and rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ as the
true Messiah, opposed him with all their might; who were
most indignant against him, and were on all occasions
opposing, contradicting, and blasplieming him; yet the
Father acknowledged Christ.  He bore his testimony con-
cerning him. He did, even in his lowest state of sufferings,
death, and burial, give full proof of his attention to him,
That he heard him always. Hence he might well say, De-
Fart from me, all ye workers of iniquity ; for the Lord hath
reard the voice of my weeping. He said in the days of his
tlesh, Ile that sent me, is with me: the Father hath not left
me alone; for I do always thuse things which please him.
John viii. 29.

V.9. The Lord hath heard my supplication ; the Lord
will receive my prayer.

The Mediator had the eye of God, the heart of God, the
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ear of God, the presence of God, and free access to him, in
and throughout the discharge of his mediatorial work and
oftice. Whether he prayed for hiwself, or on behalf of his
church, or against his enemies, the Father heard him always.
He was fully assured of this. Hence he says, at the grave
of Lazarus, Father, I thank thee that thow hast heard me.
And I knew that thou hearest e always: but because of the
people which stand by I suid it, that they may believe that
thou hast sent me. John xi. 41,42, Tor the same reason,
that the Jewish people might remember it in time to come,
the same Jesus said in the words before us, The Lord hath
heard my supplication: the Lord will reccive my prayer.
Then follows the effect of the same.

V. 10. Let all mine enemies be ashomed and sore vexed :
let them return and be ashamed suddenly.

'The words are a prophecy. All mine enemies shall be
ashamed. They shall be sore vexed, They shall return.
They shall be ashamed suddenly. Which hath received its
most solemn and awful fulilment in the body and bulk of
the Jewish pcople. All which is the fruit and effect ot their
predecessors putting to death the Lord of Life. May the
spirit of wisdom and revelation give us to read this Psalm
to our spiritual profit, by giving us to sce Christ in it, and
by giving us to receive Christ into our own minds from it,
so as that he may become more and increasingly precious
to us. Amen,

PSALM THE SEVENTIH.

The title of this Psalm is, Shiggaion of David, which /e
sang unto the Lord, concerning the words of Cush the Ben-
Jamite,

David was in many particulars a type of Christ. As the
circumstances he was at times in, made way for him to look
to Christ for succour ; so the [loly Spirit made use of him,
from the case he was in, to write of onr Lorl, and foresig-
nify the case and eircumstances which woald befull bim, as
our surety and Saviour, in lis incarnate state.  We are re-
ferred in the margin to the 16th chapter of the ¢d book of
Ncmuel ; in which we have au acecunt of Shimel, the son of
(rera, a Benjamite, coming {osth and cursing Duvid, when
he fled from Jerusalem in couscqueace of the rebeilion
raised by bhis son Absalomn against him. This man is here
called Cush the Denjamite. Some conceive he was a cour-
tier of Ethiopia, whom Saul entertained in his court as his
special favourite, as il he had been of his family, or stock,
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for Cush is the name of, and taken for Ethiopia. This man
from hatred to David, and out of flattery to Saul, falsely
accused him to Seul, and practised all the mischief he could
against him. The word Shigenion signifies a wandering
sunnet, because it is mixt, and consists of divers forms and
distinctions of voice and sound, in playing artificially,
Jjoined to compleat the musick. David being most unjustly
slandered by his enemics, and especially by Cush, makes his
complaint unto God, requesting him to clear up his inno-
cency, and to deliver him from Saul, awl his flatterers, This
is the outward part of the Psalm. As it respects Christ, and
its being a prophecy of him, this is the subject-matter of it.
The Lord Jesus Christ, the speaker in it, professes s faith
in God. He prays for salvation from his encmics. He ex-
presses their viru?ency and batrcd against him. e appeals
to the Lord God for his innocency.  He entreats the Lord
to exercise his rightcous vengeance on the wicked. He
speaks of the blessed eftects which will follow on this, He
expresses his confidence in God. He giveth a full account
of the wicked who opposed him. He speaks of their com-
plete destruction, And concludes with praising God for the
same.

V. 1. Shiggaion of David, which ke sang unto the Tord
concerning the words of Cush the Benjamite. O Tord my
God, in thee do I put my trust : save me from all them that
persecute me, and deliver me.

Itis of the greatest consequence to us, to keep in view
and remembrance the person of Christ, his covenant en-
gagements with the Tather, his coming into our world by
his incarnation, to fulfil the same.  Unless this 1s kept in
view, we can never properly conceive of what is written in
the Psalins concerning him. It is the true knowledge of
this, is the proper key to unlock the whole sacred repository
of truth contained in, and throughout the whole of them.
Here before us, we have the persccution and opposition
vur Lord in the days of his flesh et with, from Judas, the
people of the Jews, and Roman governor, and those under
his jurisdiction, as they were under thz influence of the
devil, and under his cnergy. Our Lord was too strong for
them. He was over, and beyond them all. lle therefore
sings his triumph over them in this song. Whilst at the
same time he foretels their utmost rage and enmity of him.
As the object and subject of their malice, he addresses the
Lord, and this hc does agreeably to his covenant relation to
Vim. O Lord my God, in thee do I put my trust. lle
addresses Jenovah as his God, O Lord wry Ged,  He trusts
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in him as such. Not on himself, but on him who sent him.
Not on his own personal worth, falness, abilities, and per-
fections, but on the divine Father, and his covenant with
bim as the Mediator, and the promise he had given him as
such. These were all-sufficient to bear up his vast mind, at
all times, and under all he was to be exercised with. O Lord
my God, tn thee do I put my trust. This is a profession of his
faith. In counection with it, he prays for salvation from
his enemies. Save me from all them that persecute me, and
deliver me. None was ever more completely hated than
Christ was, None was ever more bitterly persecuted. None
ever so maliciously treated. The whole host of hell, all the
powers of darkness, stirred up the Jewish people, with
Judas Iscariot, against him. He prays for salvation and de-
liverance from these. He expresses the extremity of his
case, as a motive to excite attention to his request.

V.2 Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces,
tehile there is none to delrver. Or, While there is no deli-
verer. So it is in the margin.

The comparison of a lion, tearing aund rending in pieces,
and none delivering, is very expressive of the state and case
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when betrayed, and in the hands
of the Jews, and also in the hands of the Roman soldiers.
His soul was then greatly oppressed with their blasphemous
language. With their cruel mockings, and insults. With
their blows and taunts. None could clear up his character.
None could deliver bip out of this, but the Lord. Nor
could he be deliverdd until they had fulfilled all the counsel
of God concerning him. Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for
to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before
to be done, say the apostles and others in their prayer to
God, mentioned, Acts iv. 27, 28. Nor could the Lord
Christ be delivered and saved from this, but agreeable to
covenaut purposes, and promiscs. He continues his prayer
with greater importunity, saying,

V. 3. O Fordmy God, if 1 have done this, if there be ini-
qu;'_tf/ in my hands. )

ere he appeals to the tribunal of holiness and justice,
concerning the righteousness of his cause, declaring he was
falsely accused. He might indeed well do so. For he did
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. When he was
reviled hie reviled not again. W hen be suffered, he threat-
ened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righ-
teously, Here we have full proof of it. e proceeds with
the samc subject, saying,
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V. 4. If I have rewarded evil unto him that teas at peace
with me; (nay, I hape deltvered him that without cause 1s my
mer?. ) This was most correctly the case with our divine
Lord to Judas, and others. Had he acted an unrighteous
part, then says he,

V.5. Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it, let him
tread down my life upon the earth, and lay minc konour in the
dust. Selah.

This is expressive of the purity, integrity, and upright-
ness of our Lord, aud of his carriage even towards his most
cruel and implacable enemies. Which deserves our notice
and remembrance. Therefore the word Selah is added, as
a nota bene. Mark this well.

V.6. Arise, O Lord, inthine anger, lift up thyself because
of the rage of mine cnemies: and awake for me to the judg-
ment whick thou kast commanded.

Which is expressive of an outgoing of Christ’s heart, that
the Lord would in a manifestative way and manner display
his majesty, and exercise his power, in such 1okens of his
anger, against the enemies of Christ, as might decide in
judgment the perfect invocency of the Mediator, and be
sufficient to clear up his character above and beyond all the
vile charges and accusations of hisenemies. This was done,
whilst it was not acknowledged by our Lord’s enemies, when
the Father raised up his body from the grave of death, and
raised up his whole person, as God-man, and seated him at
his own right hand, far above all priycipalities, and powers,
and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.
The end of Christ in his request, is expressed by him in the
following words.

V. 7. 8o shall the congregation of the people compass thee
about ; for iheir sakes therefore return thou on high.

The elect among the Jews, and in that nation, were
brought in to Christ, and to the knowledge, and acknow-
ledgement of him, in consequence of the Father’s raising
him from the grave and power of death. Thereby declaring
bim to be the Son of God with power. They compassed the
throne of grace. They were under the influences of the
Holy Spirit, led to believe on him who raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead. For the sake of these, the Mediator
praﬁl the Father to return unto them with such evidences
of his free forgiving mercy, and with such testimonies and
evidences of his Messizhship, as might fully convince them
(I)f;,tge trath of the same, and ctieetually twrn them to the

rd.
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V. 8. The Lord shall judge the people: judge me, O Lord,

according to my righteousness, and accovding to mine integrity
that is in me.

Who but the God-man, could ever speak thus? None.
He knew his own case. He knew his own integrity. He
knew his own immutable innocency, and perfection. He
well knew it would answer for him in time to come. He
knew proper judgment would be pronounced by Jehovah
the Father on his enemies—on the unbelieving nation and

cople of the Jews. He rests satisfied and assured of this.

¢ could, he does appeal to the Lord himself, for judgment
on his own cause. He prays it may be so. He is confident
of his owo righteousness, of his own integrity, that it would
be fully and clearly approved by the Father. He therefore
commits his all to him, in order to judge of him, and his
righteousness and integrity, according to his own views of
the same.

V. 9. O let the wickedness of the wicked come to an cnd:
but establish the just : for the righteous God trieth the hearts
and reins.

This prayer is founded on the most perfect equity. It is
agreeable to the revealed will of Jehovah. It was answered
to Clirist, for wrath came on the Jewish people to the utter-
most. An end is put to their state, as it respects their ccele-
siastical and civil policy. Christ the just one, who died the
Jjust for the unjust to bring us unto God, is most blessedlyv
established in his person, and office, by the revelation made,
and continucd of him in the everlasting gospel. Jehovah is
a righteous judge. He tricth the hearts and reins.

V.10. My defence is of God, which saveth the upright
in heart.

In this the Lord Christ takes sanctuary. In this he com-
forts himself. God was his dcfence. On him he called.
To hiin he luoked. In him he trusted. It was from him he
expected selvation and deliverance from, and out of the
hand of all his enemies. He wus upright in heart before the
Lord. He ceuld say, I do always the things which please
Lim.

V.11. God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with
the wicked every day.

Christ only is the righteous one in the sight of the Lord.
All others who are righteous in his sight, are only so, on
the footing of the imputation of his rvighteousness unto
them.  The Father judgeth Christ to be the rightcoas one.
He is righteous in cvery sense, in his own person, and in
his own obedience.  llc is now in lLicaven upen the footing
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of it. He is gone to his Father, and we see him no more in
our world, because his rightcousness is accepted, and he is
Jehowah our righteousness before the throne of God. We
are made the righteousness of God in him. The M diator
takes comfort in this, that the Father was the righteous
judge of his cause. And in the administration of his righ-
teousness in his providential dispensations, it was evidenced,
that he is angry with the wicked every day. Then follow
some awful and solemn predictions, to all the enemies of
Christ, pronounced by bim to them.

V. 11. If he turn not, he will whet his sword : he hath bent
his bow, and made it ready.

The expressions, sword, and bent bow, are expressive of
God’s wrath and judgments against bis enemies. If the
Jews did not turn to Christ, and acknowledge him, the
Lord would thus deal with them. The nation of them did
not, therefore he hath thus dealt with them. I conceive all
these Scriptures are to be looked upon as so many prophe-
cies, which belonged to the inhabitants of Judah, and which
have been most awfully realized.

V.12. Ile hath also prepared for him the instruments of
death : he ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors.

Thus speaketh Christ. He 1s the judge of quick and
dead. All power is given to him, in heaven and earth. The
Father bath commitied all judgment unto him. It is a
righteous thing with God, to render tribulation to them
which persccute Christ, in his doctrige, and meinbers.

V. 14. Behold he travaileth with iniquity, and hath con-
ceived mischief, and brought forth fulsehood.

This is very expressive of Shimei who cursed David, of
Judas Iscariot who betrayed our Lord, and of the Jewish
rulers, and of Caiaphas, their one principal chief. It is very
descriptive of cach, and all of these,

V.15. Ie made a pit and digged it, and is _fallen into
the ditch which he made.

This was fulfilled in the persons before mentioned.  And
will be the case of every one of our Lord’s enemies. The
end of all such is most fully cxpressed in the next words,
which complete our Lord’s prophecy on this subject.

V. 16. s mischief shall return upon his own head, and
his violent dealing shall come down on his vwn pate.

It was so with Shiwmei. [iis hoar head was brought down
to the grave with blood.  Judas hanzed himscit, and all his
bowels gushed out. The Jewish rulers and people were cap-
tivated, aud the bulk of that people are cast out as a scorn
aud derision to this day. YWe sce, noaz of our Lord’s words
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fall to the ground. Our Lord concludes the whole of this
subject in this most divine sonnet thus:
. 17. I will praise the Lord according to his righteous-

ness, and will sing praise to the name of the iord most%zigh.

Our Lord as perfectly acquainted with all the wisdom and
Jjustice of the divine procedure towards him, and his enemies,
praises him for the same. May the Holy Spirit bless the
subject unto us, and shew us Christ in it. Amen.

PSALM THE EIGHTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician upon
Gittith. A Psalm of David.

Therc are various explanations given of this. Some ex-
press it thus; To the Chief Musician, for wine-presses; as if
it were a prayer for fruitfulness of the vine. Others, that it
was composed by David in the city of Gath, when he was
banished. Others, that the instrument on which it was
sung, was invented there. Others say, that which is most
agreeable with the Scripture, is, that Gittith was an instru-
ment which Jeduthun and his posterity, being chief of the
third classes or order of musicians, used to play upon, the
custody whereof was committed to Obed-Edom the Gittite
and his fanily, that was of the posterity of Jeduthun, who
for himself and his brethren, for his time, ministered and
used it in the holy service. See 1 Chron. xvi. 37, 388.
One renders the title of this Psalm thus: To the congueror
over the trodden wine-press ; wrath.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the subject of this Psalm. This
cannot be controverted, seeing it is quoted in thc New Tes-
tament, and applied unto him. The evangelist Matthew
informs us, when Jesus entered on the first day of his Pas-
sion week, in a very triumphant manner into the city of Je-
rusalem, that when the chicf priests saw the wonderful things
that he did, and the children crying inthe temple, and saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased. And
said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? _Adnd Jesus
said unto them, Yea ; have ye mever read out of the mouth
of babes and sucklings, thou hast perfected praise? Chap. xxi.
ver. 15, 16, Which are the very words contained in the se-
cond verse in this Psaln. The apostle likewise quotes this
Psalm, and applies it to Christ, in his second chapter of his
epistle to the Hebrews, His words are these. /i .ut one in
a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art
mindful of lim?  Or the Son of man, that thou visitest him?
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Thou madest him a little lower than the angels, (or, as in
the margin, a little while inferior to them). Thou crownedst
him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the work of
thine hands: Thou hast put all things under his feet. This is
guoted from the 4th, 5th, and 6th verses. The application
of this to our Lord, is in these words: We see Jesus, who
was made a little lower than the angels, /'or, or by, the suf-
fering of death, crowned with glory and honour. V. 9. e
have in the Psalm a revelation of Christ as God-man. In
his headship. In his empire and dominion over all things.
In his most excellent name. In his glory, royalty, and ex-
cellent majesty. In his having all things put under his
feet. In his glory which is above the heavens. In his
union, relation, interest, and communion with his church.
These are the outlines of the subject of this Scripture hefore

us.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician upon Gitiith. A Psalm of
David. O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all
the earth! Who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

The first word Lord here is Jehovah. The second word
Lord, is Adonai, a word which the Jews say is a key to open
all contained in the ineffable name Jehovah. lt is fre-
quently used in Scripture, and always ascribed to Christ,
who is a person in Jehovah, co-equal and co-eternal with
the Father, and the Spirit, in all the essential perfections of
the self-existing Essence. As such he is here addressed. O
Jehovah our Adonai. This word signifies sustainer. And
Christ is the sustainer of all things visible and invisible.
He is the Essential Word, who was by the will of the Three
in Jehovah, predestinated to be the 1mage of the invisible
God. He was set up in the will of the Three in the Incom-
prehensible Essence, to be God and Man in one person. So
considered, all God’s thoughts concerning all the work of
his hands, respecting his will towards all his creatures, with
his vast designs in and towards them, all began in Christ,
and they all end in him. He is the foundation, the centre,
the corner stone, the beauty and ornament of the whole
creation. By him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers : all things
were created by him, and for him. And heis before all things,
and by him all things consist. Col.i. 16,17. He stands
in relation to all creatures, and things, as the creator of
them. He is the Most High God. The possessor of heaven
and earth. The Lord and proprietor of all. He is the head
of the whole creation, He is the head of cvery man. He
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is the head of his body the church, who was chosen in him,
united in him, blessed in him, accepted in him before the
world was. His name is excellent.  He obtained it by in-
heritance. It was his native due, as one in the Incompres
hensible Essence, to be the Son of the living God. As God
and Man he wears this name. He being in his complex
person God manifest in the flesh. God over all, blessed for
ever, amen. His essential, personal glory, is above the hea-
vens. He exceeds all on earth. He outshines all in heaven.
The prophet thus addresses him as Lord af all. As the anti-
type of the first Adam, who had the whole world made
for him, aund he was made for it, and well suited to it. But
it was only that he might be a type and shadow of Christ.
The prophet claims propriety in Christ, for the whole
church, saying, O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name
in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. As
we contemplate the love of Christ to his church in our world,
his descent into it by his mysterious incarnation, the life and
death he completed here, his ascension from it, and the
glory which he is now invested with, at the right-hand of
the Majesty on high, with the publication made of this love,
and which will one day be made of it throughout our world,
we may see the propriety of the address in the words before
us, to our Lord Jesus Christ.

V.e. Qut of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thow
ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest
still the enemy and the avenger.

It is very clear, as Christ was before Adam in God’s
thonghts, and was the figure of him who was to come, so it
is not he, but Christ is the person here spoken of. There
were no babes and sucklings in Adam’s world. Therefore
he could not ordain strength out of them. He could siill
no enemy and avenger, by causing them to shew forth his
praise.  In his ereation state he knew of no enemy. Nor
were there then any babes and sucklings. It is therefore
spoken of Christ. It reeeived its accomplishment in Christ,
And this when little ones sung Hosannas to him in the tem.
ple. By which, and the application of this passage as there-
by realized, he stilled his enemies, and such as wanted to be
avenged on him, to shew thereby their hatred against him.
IHave ye never read, says he, what is written of the Messiah
in the 8th Psalm, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou
hast perfected praise?  Aud this stopped their mouths, and
cavsed them for a season to depart from him.

Vo5, When I consider thy l)eavens the work of thy fingers,
the moon, and the stars, which thow hast ordained ;
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And which are the glass in which thou art to be seen;
thine eternal power and Godhead being most evidently dis-
layed thereby. The material heavens as a fluid body, and
i their three conditions of fire, light, and air, are a most
wonderful machinery. The moon and the stars, in their
order, motions, regularity, and influences on our earth;
contaitt & wonderful subject for a contemplative and spiritual
mind. The wisdom and power of the Lord very gloriously
shine forth, and are displayed in the heavenly, and planetary
system. Hence we are thus addressed, Lift up your eyes
on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth
out their host by number : he calleth them all Ey names by the
greatness of his might, for that le is strong in power, not one
faileth. But whilst the {)rophet is filled with devout admi<
ration in considering the heavens, the moon, and the stars;
why is it he omits the sun? The reason is, because
Christ is the sun in the spiritual world, and he exceeds, and
transcends all. The prophet isonly ascending, and descend-
ing, that he might fix on one subject which would swallow
up all others. And this be mentions in the next verse, and
pursues it to the very end of the Psalm.
V.4 What isman, that thou art mindful of him? and the
8on of man; that thou visitest him?

I conceive we are here to consider the greatness and sove-
reigaty of grace, displayed towards that individual buina-
mity which was fixed on, chosen, and taken into personal
subsistence and union with the only begotten Son of God.
This 1 am confirmed in by the title given to him who is here
spoken of, and concerning whom the prophet’s admiration
is exercised. He is styled the Son of man, which is the style
and title of the Messiah, given him again in Psalm Ixxx.
ver. 17. Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right-hand,

the Son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.
And who is described thus by Daniel. I saw in the visions
of the night, or, [ saw in the night visions, one like the Son
of man come with the clouds of heaven, and came to the
Ancient of Days. And they brought him near before him.
And there wus given him dominion, and glory, and a king-
dom, that all people, nations, and langugges, should serve
him: his dominion is an everlusting donunion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be de-
stroyed. Chap. vii. ver. 13, 14. Hec is called, and calls him-
self, the Son of man; in the Gospel. Which is a term
or title which belongs to hin as God-man, the Mes-
sinh. For as to his humanity, he was not the Son of man.
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He was the seed of the woman. Neither was Adam his type,
who was so in his state of pure creation. He had uno father;
nor mother. He was the fountain and root of generation,
yet he was not generated, he was made. The application
of this passage to Cbrist, in the epistle to the Hebrews,
coufirms all this. Now it is matter of admiration indeed,
that the Lord should love the human nature, consisting of
soul and body, to such a degree, as to exalt it above the
angelic nature, by predestinating it to union in the person
of Christ. So that he is perfect God, and perfect man,
in one person, in whom dwelleth ail the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, i.e. personally. This is of all myste-
ries the most profound, except that of the distinction of
personalities in Jehovah. Therefore as Solomon at the
dedication of the temple, a type of Christ, who was to be-
come incarnate, and of his body which was to be filled with
all the fulness of Deity, cried out, But will God in very deed
duwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaver
of heavens cannot contain thee ; how much less this house whick
d have built ! Which he expressed in a parenthesis of won-
der. So the prophet here, 1s filled with wonder and adora-
tion, at the stupendous grace of Jehovah, to look down on
the nature of man, and exalt an individual of into personal
union in Christ. What is man, that thou art mindful of him*?
and the Son of man, that thou visitest him? Nay, it may be
lawful to carry this higher. It may be considered as spoken
by the God-man, who is Jehoval’s fellow. His eleet, be-
loved, and chosen one. His treasure, whom he possessed in
the beginning of his way, before his works of old. Even he
who is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
the first und the Jast, may be considered as speaking out in
these words, his high and vast thoughts on this incompre-~
hensible and glorious subject. The man Christ, could not
werit this grace, to be onc person with the co-equal Son of
God. His holiness, righteousness, and offering himself,
could not procure this. No. It was grace in its own free-
ness, greatness, sovereignty, and majesty, to pitch on that
individual humanity Christ took into personal union. The
election of Christ’s person was the fruit of everlasting love,
The love of the Holy Three to the person of the God-man,
is to the very uttermost of it.  All the love of God 1o the
whole clection of grace, is but the overflowings of it. So
that the man in God, may well cry out, What is man, that
thou art mindful of him? and the Son of man, that thou
visitest him? That the man Jesus should be exalted in
union with the Son of God, to be the fellow of the Lord of
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Hosts, and free of society with the Holy Trinity, so as to be

admitted into & knowledge of all God’s thoughts, will, couns

cils, and purposes concerning all things, may well be con-

sidered as matter of the highest admiration to him. And

ge may be considered as giving his church an hint of it
ere.

V. 5. For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,
and hast crowned him with glory and honour.

The angelic nature is the same with our souls. They are
purely intellectual. They live and act, they think and en-
Joy communion with God, and each other, in a manner
which exceeds our present conceptions. Their knowledge
is intuitive. Their tood incorporeal. They are not the sub-~
Jjects of disease, and death. Man’s nature consists of spirit
and matter. These are united so as to constitute our per-
sonality. Yetit seems conceivable, that our souls are like the
angelic nature, as to spiritual faculties. The body is a sheath,
into which our souls are implunged. So that onc expresses
it thus. The angels are as swords without a scabbard. Our
souls are in the scabbard of our bodies. And this, it may
be, is the one principal distinction between them and us.
The apostle makes it a great display of grace in Christ that
he should take hold of our nature. For verily he took not on
him the nature of angels, but he took on him the seed of Abra-
ham. He was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death. He, as the surety of his people, was to
be made sin, and a curse, and to die the death due to sin.
He was therefore by the constitution of his person, in his
incarnate state, subject to death, as he stood in the place
and room of his people. He was crowned with glory and
honour at his resurrection from the dead, and on his ascen-
sion to glory. In this way, the apostle applies these words
in the 2d chapter of his epistle to the Hebrews. Yet T
should conceive, we are to understand them, as referring
more immediately to the person of Christ, the head of all
principality and power. In whom dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead. Who in his person, as God-man, was crowned
with glory and honour. And wore it, together with his per-
sonal glory, as his incommunicable royalty beiore the world
was. He, by the constitution of his persou, and office, as
head and mediator of union, aud communicn between God,
and the whole clection of grace, was crowned with glory and
honour; as the head of the whole election of grace, and
also as the Mediator of reconciliation. He by delegation
from the Tather, hath universul empire, and dominion,

G2



84

over al! things visible and invisible. This is taken notice of
in the following words.

V. 6. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of
thine hands ; thou hast put all things under his feet.

Thus the dniversal empire of the God-man, the second
Adam, the Lord from heaven, is expressed. IHis greatness
and the subjection of all things to him, and under him, are
set forth in these words, Thou kast put all things under his
feet. These words are quoted by the apostle no less than
three times. He when speaking of the second coming of
Christ, ahd the resurrection of the elect from the grave and
power of death, says, Then cometh the end, when he shall have
delivered vp the kingdom to God, even the Father, when he shall
put down all rule, and all authority, and power. For he (i. e.
Christ) must reign, till he (i. e. Jehovah the Father) hath put
all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be de-
stroyed is death. Then he quotes these words before us, out
of this Psalm.  For he hath put all things under his feet. To
which he adds, But when he saith, in the forecited Serip-
ture, all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is
excepted which did put all things under him. And when all
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also him-
self be subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may be all in all. 1 Cor. xv. ver. 24, 25, 26, 27, 2S.
These words are again quoted in the first chapter of the
Epistle to the Ephesians, ver. 22, 23. And hath put all things
under his h/'eet, and gave kim to be the head over all things to
the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all
in all. They are again quoted in the second chaptet to the
Hcbrews. Thou madest him a little lower than the angels,
thou crownedst him with glory and konour, and didst set him
over the works of thine hands. Thou hast put all things in sub-
Jection under Ins feet. The views of the prophet, concern-
ing the person, the glory, the dominion, the mujesty, the
honour of Christ are great. He attributes the whole of
it to the divine Fatlier. It is thou, O Jehovah, hast dene
sv and so. Fhen I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fin-
ger+, the moon, and the stars which thou hast ordained, what is
siean, that thou art mindful of him? and the Son of man, thnt
thou visitest im? For thou hast made kim a little lower than
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thon
madest him to have dominion over the works of thine hands,
thou hast put all things under his feet. 1 might here observe,
the glories of Christ’s person, his delegation to hisoffice,
his extcnsive empirc, and dominiom over all things, his
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having all things below him, under bhim, and in the utter-
most submission, and subjection to him, are in this hymn,
most fully expressed. He who said, Sit on my right-hand,
until I make thine enemies thy foot-stool, will inhis own time,
cause this great One to shine forth in all the glories and
perfection of dominien, and universal subjugation of all
things to him, and under him. May the Lord the Spirit be
pleased to give us some spiritual and scriptural apprehen-
sions of these important and eternal realities. Qur Lord
says, A!l power is given me, in heaven and in earth, This is
exeressly the subject betore us.
. 7. Al sheep and oxen, yza, and the beasts of the field.

His kingdom ruleth over ail. He is intcrested in all. He
cares for all, He giveth food to all flesh. He openeth his
hand, and satisfieth the desire of every living thing. The
eves of all wait on him, and he giveth them their meat in
due season.

V.8. The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, ard
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.

Throughout the vast empire of God, there is not a crea-
ture unworthy of his power and wisdom, to have formed and
produced. On this globe on which we dwell, birds, beasts,
insects, fishes, with all their varieties, and distinctions, re-
ceived their being, and are continued in existence by God,
We, it may be, know not the uses of many of them, nor
their number, forms, and size.  Yet they are all the work-
manship of God. They have each of them their place and
use in his creation. Theire is an end to be auswered by
each of them. ‘T'he church praises God for creation, and
ascribes the whole to his sovercign will and power, saying,
Thou art worthy, (O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
pewer : for thou Last created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created. Rev. iv. ver. 11. It is expressly
said, And God saw cvery thing that he had made, and bekold
1¢ was very good. Gen. i, ver. 81, The sovereigaty of God in
their uses, and their ends, purposes, and designs, are chiefly
with himself. They are all brought in as giving praise, in
their various ways, to God and the Lamb. The prophet
Jobn says, And ecery creature which is in heaven, and on
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and
all that are ip them, heard I soying, Blessing, and honour,
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Rev.v. ver. 14. All
these are in the hunds, under the government and providence
of our Lord Jesus Christ. They are all put under his feet.
Thou madest him to have dommion over the works of thy
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hands, thou hast put all things under his feet : all sheep and
oxen, yea, and the bedsts of ihe field. The fowl of the ir, and
the fish of the sea, and whatsocver passeth through the paths
of th> scas. They are not beneath his notice.  They are in
his eye. He teaches us many useful instructions from
them, and rcads us lectures from his Providential dealings
with them.

V. 9. O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the
earik!

Thus the Psalmist ends as he began, with a note of admi-
ration; and the person of Christ, the dignity, majesty, grace
and glory of Christ, will ever be the subject of adiniration
by all his saints.  His vast empire over all things visible and
invisible, his administration of the whole economy of na-
ture, providence, and grace, will ever be a part of the subject
for wonder and gratitude to all saints. May the very feeble
hints dropped, lcad us through the grace of the Holy Spirit,
to read this Psalm with increasing light and profit. Amen.

PSALM THE NINTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chicf" Musician upon
Muth-labben. A Psalm of David.

Some say, Muth-lablen was the beginning of a tune ; after
which this Psaln was to be sung by the choir. Some con-
sider the Psalm as a thanksgiving for David’s victory, and
for the death of Goliath, the cliampion of the Philistines,
agaiust Isracly  Some divide the words Muth-tabben into
two distinct ones.  Some render it thus: To the congueror
over Death—To the Son—To the Beloved. Dr. Gill says,
the title might have becn rendered, To the conqueror of
Death. The subject-matter of this Psaln, as it respects tlie
one great and grand design of the Holy Ghost in it, scems
to be a solemn representation of the victory and triumph of
Christ over Death.  As Christ is an iufinite person, so the
subject of his salvation contains an infinity of grace, great-
ness, and varicty in the revelation made of it,  In the Psalns
we have descriptions of the person of the Messiah, his
sorrows and troubles, lis persecutions and trials, his mind
and thoughts uader thewn; we also have his prayers and
praises recorded in them, with his faith and hope on Ged,
exercized and expressed towards him on all occusions: his
thankszivings, und hallelujabs also. I shall consider this
Psahn b fore us, as sung by him who conqucred death, and
him that bad the power of death, that is the devil. The
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substance of what is contained in it, the praise of the con-
queror Christ Jesus 10 Jehovah on this account, with a re-
cital of the Father’s appearance on his behalf, of his maine
taining his righteous cause: of the final rebuke he had
given the enemy. Then a solemn triumph is expressed
over the enemy, with what the Lord is in himself, and what
he will be to his people in Christ, and very particularly
mentioned. Next Chirist calls on his Church to praise the
Lord. Hethen prays that he may shew forth all Jehovah’s
praise, and. declares the complete destruction of all his
enemies; and thus this Psalm concludes.

V. 1. To the Chief Mausician upon Muth-labben. A
Psalm of David.

I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; 1 will
shew forth all thy marvellous works.

I consider it to be cssentially necessary to kecp in remnem-
brance in opening this, and every one of the Psalms, that they
all treat of Jesus Christ, that great hero who was to overcome
sin, death, and all the powers of darkness, with everlasting
victory and trivmph in his own person, and by his own arm.
Also 1 look on it as most justly connected with this, to con-
ceive of every one of these sacred songs, as containing a
particular subject. For instance, this before us does not
concern the life of Christ, nor the passion of Christ; butit
concerns him after he had swallowed up the sharpness of
death, and was a conqueror over it. He, the Sou, the first-
born among many brethren, had tasted death for all his
beloved ones. e, the Beloved, had been under the arrest,
power,and dominion ot death. Hehad conquered it, hespeaks
as having doneso. 1t it were asked, how could this possibly
be, seeing when this was written he had not been incarnate,
ner lived in his incarnate state? 'The answer must, and
would be, that he well knowing he was the person in whom
all the prophecies centred, and from whence he was to draw
glorious encouragements to enter on the execution of his mne-
diatorial work, unerring directions for every part of his life,
and support under all his sufferings, passion, and death,
hie might speak out the whole which would pass in his mind,
and the outgoings of the same to the Lord, as well before he
was in our world by his open appearance in our flesh, as he
could when in it. ‘T'his is most certainly, a full and proper
foundation for our opening this Scripture before us agree-
able with this plan, and applying it to our Lord, and as
spoken by him when by his death he was the death of
Death; he might then well say, [ will praise thee, O Lord,
with my whole heart; I will shew Jorth all thy martellous
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works. The Lord Jesus Christ, our most blessed and glorious
Mediator, in his being inade sin, and a curse, sustained all
sorts and kinds of deaths. He died the death due to sin.
He knew what it was to sustain the sorrows and sufferings
due to the sins which he bore in his own body on the tree.
He knew what it was for his soul and body to be separated,
the one from the other, by death. As raised up above and
beyond it, by the gloricus power of his divine Father, he
might well praise him for it; saying, I will praise thee, O
Lord. To 5{1€‘W the impression our Lord's deliverance from
the power and dominion of death had on his mind, he
says, I will praise thee, () Lord, with my whole heart; I will
shew forth all thy marcellous works.  Of all Jehovah's works,
none could ever be compared with this. It was thus in
Christ’s view, He was the subject of this marvellous grace.
In bim God bad shewed the exceeding greatness of his
power; this was the perfecting salvation work. The Lord
Jesus was delivered for our offences, and was raised again
tor our justification.

V. 2. [will Le glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise
to thy name, O thou RMost High.

Chirist is here singing the praises of Jehovsh, who had
given him an everlasting victory over death. It must have
been a blessed subject, (as this Psalm was sung in the tem-
ple service) for the saints 1o contemplate. Fo hear the
voice of Christ in this Psalm 1inust have been to them
present salvation. To logk on Christ as having tasted
death for all his people, must have afforded them gverlasting
consolation. 'To have commmunion with him, in the belief
of his having abolished death, and having swallowed it up
in lite everlasting, must have yielded them glorious matter
tor unspeakable joy and satisfaction. The Messiah ex-
presses gimself ta his divine Father as his deliverer in this
glorious way and manner; I will be glad aud rejoice in thee,
as the anthor of my deliverance, %agill sing to thy name,
O thon Most High; all which must be understood in
i covenant way. In the transactions of eternity, it was en-
gaged for, that Christ should conquer Death by dying.
'The Father was to carry him through all. He was (o
emerge out of all; and here, he as wearing his crown fog
hiis conquest of Death, gives the Father glorious praise, and
vxpresses the joy and gladness of his heart in him,

V. 3. When mine enemtes are driven back, or turned back,
they shall full and perish at thy presence.

This was most exactly the case at the resurrection of our
Lord—When there was a greay earthquake—~When an
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sngel of the Lord descended from heaven, ard rolled back
the stone from the door of the sepulchre, and sat upon it—
When the Roman soldiers who guarded it, were afflicted,
and became as dead men—When the elders of the Jews
were alurmed at the report of our Lord’s resurrection, and
invented a lie, and put it into the mouth of the sentinels to
propagate it, fearing the consequences of our Lord’s being
actually risen from the dead. Surely this was turning the
enemies of Christ. They now fell into shame and confusion
of face. And as to the Jewish people, they have perished,
and do perish at the Lord’s presence, as it respects all their
lies and falschnods invented by them, to oppose the glorious
gospel of the blessed God.

. 4. For thou hast maintained my right and my cause;
thou satest in the throne judging right.

This is an aseribing to the Tather the honour of his
justice towards the Mediator. In fulfilling all covenant en-
gagements, in performing all promises. In wiping off all
the reproach and contempt which bad been cast on the Son
of his love, during his appearance in the likeness of sinful
flesh. The Messiah was declared to be the Son of God with
power, by his resurrection from the dead. The Father's
eye and heart were perpetually an him. 1le koew him per-
fecily.  On his throne he beheldall the indignities and in-
sults offcred to his righteons servant; and judged right of
him, and fully proved his innacency.

V. 5. Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed
the wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever.

This conyains a prophecy respecting what would befall
Pontius Pilate, und his adherents in the hellish business of
crucifying the Lord of Glory, As also how the Jews would
he treated as a nation with the uttermost contempt, and be
cast out of their own land. Also bow the name of all the
enemies of Christ, will be cast out for ever and ever; all
which is the fruit of Jehovah’s justice and righteous dis-
pleasure against them. [t is a righteous thing with God to
render tribulation to the enemies of our Lord.

V. 6. O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual
end : and thou hast destroyed citiey; their memorial is perished
with them.

In the inargin it is, The destructions of the enemy are come
10 a pepetual end, and their cities hast thou destroyed.

These words are an exclamation, uttered in the person of
Christ. In whichnay be included his own conquest of sin,
Satan, the world, deuth, and hell; and may be compured
with these in Hosca. O death, Lwill be thy plagues; O zrave,
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I will be thy destruction. And contain also a solemnn pre-
diction concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, and cities
in the land of Judeca, which were wasted and made desolate
by the wars between the Jews and the Romauns, so that
the memorial of their wealth, population, and greatness
was entirely forgotten by survivors in succeeding ages.
The conqueror Jesus, having thus begun the praises of the
Lord for his conquest of Death, and he having mentioned the
several intcrpositions of the divine Majesty on his behalf:
in maintaining his righteous cause; aud the final rebuke he
had'given the enemy, proceeds from a solemn triumph over
all the power of the enemy. o express himself on the subject
of what the Lord is in hunself, and will also be unto his
people, and how by the knowledge of him, and of what
he will be unto them, they will most assuredly put their
trust in him in times of trouble.

V, 7. But the Lord shall endure for ever: he hath prepared
his throne for judgment.

The eternity of God includes and involves in it, his self-
existence: his immutability: his immensity, with all the
essential perfections of the Divine nature; and we must have,
as contained together with this, in the detlaration of it here,
the immutability of God, in his will, council, and covenant,
to Christ, and the Church of the first born, whose names
are written in heaven. He will ever remain the same unto
them. 1lle says, Iam Jehovah, I change not. He acts in a
sovercign manner in the displays of his grace and mercy.
I1is throne is prepared.  Heis on it.  He is, in Christ, the
TLord Gud of his people. e will maintain their cause.
He will detend them. e will be the same to them as he
is to their head. e will exceute judgment for them. They
shall behold his righteousness in it.

V. 8. And he shall judge the worldin righleousness, he shall
minister judgment to the people in uprichtness.

Thus the Lord Christ speaks, to shew that all the divine
displeasure executed on his cruel and implacable enewies, was
but the righteous act of Jechovah. That he could not but visit
for this sin of sins, the rcjection of Christ, the true and only
Messiahs  In so doing he did but minister judgment to the
Jewish people inuprightness. 1t was all in very faithfulness
and equity, agrecable 1o the perfections of his natare, and
his own declarations and threatenings in his holy word.

V. 9. The Lord also will be «a refuge for the oppressed, a re-
Juge in times of trouble.

Thus speaks the glorious Mediator for the comfort of all
his beloved. Ile had the full expericuce of all this, and
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proved the truth of it in his own case. He had been
dead, but he was now alive, and would live for ever.
He, as the sorety of his Church, had been afflicted, and
he had been oppressed; or, in other words, the debt
contracted by his people, and the demands of law and
justice in consequence of the same, had been demanded
of him, and he gave full payment. He had found Je-
hovah a refuge unto him, when he was oppressed with the
impatation of sin, and the curse due unto it was inflicted
on him; and he sweat his bloody sweat, and cried out,
O my Father, let this cup pass from me: it was a season of
grief’; it was atime of trouble to him: yeteven then the Lord
was his refuge. He knew the Lord would be to all his what
he had beento him. He thercfore in these words encourages
them ; and adds by way of prayer 1o his divine Father,

V..10. And they that know thy name will put their trust in
thee : for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.

This acknowledgment 1s made by Christ to his divine
Father, It implies that he had found him exactly suited to
the whole of the case which he had beenin. He had carried
him saiely through the performance of his whole work. He
héd sustpined him under all his trial, sorrows, and persecu-
tion. He had been all he engaged 10 be. He had fulfilled
his promises made to himy, as his servant, his clect, and
chosen one, in whom his soul delighted.  He had made him
conqueror over Death, and be was now singing to his praise
the conquest of death, and as the conqueror of it. e
therefore offers up his acknowledgments, aud confesses to
Jehovab’s praise, that all who should ever know him in
spirit and 1n truth, would most asswredly trust in him in
times of trouble, and when oppressed 5 aud they would have
good reason for so doing, as the Lord had never forsaken,
nor will he ever forsake them that scek him,

V. 11. Sing praises to the Lord, which dwelletl in Zion:
declare amons: the people kis duings.

These words begin a solemn triumph over the whole host
of hell, and all engazed with them azainst the Messiah and
his people. lle calls on than to praise the Lord.  Surely
all the foregoing verses contain sufiicient marter for this,
yet new subject-matter to cxcite to this actof worship is ex-
pressed.  The person and sacriiice of Clirist aud the con-
quest he hath made of death, and his reizn over and beyond
it after the power of an endless life, are suflicient for per-
petual praisc; and saints find, ard will for ever find a suf-
ficiency therein to increase their prowses to the Three in
Jehovah for ever and ever,  Yet the deoings, the acts of the
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Lord among his people, which may imply bis love to
them in Chust, his covenant with them in Christ, his gift of
Christ unto them, his act in making over Christ and his sal-
vation unto them, his bestowing the Holy Spirit on them, by
whose operation on their minds, they are brought to know
the Father and the Son, to have real and distinct fellowship
with them, all this most assuredly is to be included, which
they are called upon to declare among the people: which is
done by the preaching the everlasting gospel, as also in the
observance of the ordinances of the saine. This Christ, the
head and Saviour of his saints, as their representative and
great conqueror, calls upon them for, or rather, he calls on
them to unite with him in his praises to Jehovah for his be-
ing the conqueror of Death: He adds concerning Jehovah,
V. 12. When he maketh inquisition for blovd, he remembereth
them : he forgetteth not the cry of the humble, or affiicted.
The sacrifice and most precieus bloodshedding of Christ,
will redound to the everlasting benefit, purity, and redemp-
tion of all the elect. The blood of saints, shed in the cause,
and out of love to the Lord Jesus, shall never fall to the
ground. Inquisition in the righteous providence of God
will be made forit. Persecutors will be visited on account
of their concern, and the hand they have had in the perse~
cuting of saints unto the death. The Lord will remember
his people. All they have suffered for his name’s sake will
never be obliterated out of his mind. Nor will their perse-
cutors neither.  He will not forget the cry of the bumble,
or afflicted. No. He will not. So far from it, that we
have an account given us by the prophet John, that he saith,
when the seventh seal was opened, ke saw under the altar the
souls of them that were slaip for the word of God, and for the
testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge
and avenge our blood on tlem that dwell on the earth? = And
white robes were given unto cvery one of them; and it was
said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season,
untel their-fellow-servants also and their brethren, that should
be Lilled as they were, should be fulfilled. Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11.
V. 138. Have mercy upon me, Q Lord ; consider my trouble
rehich I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up
from Lhe gates of death.
"~ Chuist as the subject, charged by the divine Father, ac-
cording to covenant stipuiations, was the subject of sorrow
and grief.  In bis incernate state, he was in trouble, out of
which he nceded deliverance, and an exercise of merey to-
wards him, as the representative and surety of his people,
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These words are a prayer for mercy. For himself as the
head of his body the church, and for his church as mem-
bers of his body, of his flesh and of his bones. He offers
up his request as sensibly affected with the need he was in
of obtaining his suit. It may here be considered as ex-
tending to his whole church, whom he hath redeemed with
his most precious blood. And as he was lifted up from the
gates of death, he knew that the influence of this must be
itiparted to all his peoplé¢, and the influence of it would be
the canse of their resurreciion from a state of sin, and also
from the state and dominion of death and the grave at the
Jnat day, so the mercy here prayed for, may be considered
to be the same, of which Peter thus spe:ks.  Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whick according to
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope,
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Pet. i. 3.
1 conceive it may be counsidered, as our Lord’s pleadings
with his divine Fathier; that as he had accepted him in the
performaiice of his work, and proved it, and given him evi-
dence of the same, which he acknowledgeth in these words,
T%ou that liftest me up from the gates of death, so he would
display the grace of it, in the saivation, and protection of all
his members. The end the Mediator has in view, is ex-
pressed in the next words;

V. 14. That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates
bof the daughter of Zion : I will rejoice in thy salvation.

Surely none but the God-man, Christ Jesus, could speak
thus. He who was in the form of God, and thought it not
tobbery to be equal with God, who took upon him the form
of a servant, and-shone forth, and manifested whilst in his
Incarnate state all the love, mercy, compassion, and sal-
vation of Godhead in his persob, and work, could praise
the Lord in the utmost sense, and to the uttermost acknow-
ledgment of the Lord’s manifestative glory. He who is the
praise of all hiis saints, exceeds them in all their praises. He
goes before them in all their warship. His prayers have
exceeded all theirs, and gives them cause to expect the ac-
teptance of theirs, offered up in his great name. His
choreh is his dwelling-place. It is in Zion, in the gates of
the daughter of Zion, the great Mediator proposes to shew
forth Jehovali’s praise. Which may be considered thus, He
hiis by the revelation of the glorious plan of grace, -and by
executing it in his own persen,given a sufficient subject, and
l4id a foundation for all the church both in heaven and earths,
to shew forth all Jehovab's praise, to the very uttennost of
their capacity and ability. [ @i/, says the conqueror of
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death, rejoice in thy sulvation. The salvation of Christ is
called God's salvation, and is here ascribed to the Fa-
ther, he having, according to the ceconomy of grace,
given being, and originality to it, and may be said to be
the author of it. Christ is the finisher of it. The Holy
Spirit is the revealer of it. He sets his seal to it, as being
one of the witnesses of this solemn display and design of
grace, This salvation, the accomplishment of it, the per-
fection of it, with its being an everlasting salvation, is mat-
ter for joy and rejoicing to Christ himself. He says to the
divine Father, I will rejoice in thy satvation.

V. 15. The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they
made: in the net which they hid, is their own foot taken.

This is expressive of the destruction of all the enemies of
the Lord Jesus. It very naturally applies to the people of
the Jews, as they lay in ‘wait to eatrap our Lord. To inform
against him. 'I'Sb raise false reports concerning him. To
couspire against him. To seize, betray, condemn, and exe-
cute him. These acts of theirs, in the righteous providence
of God, brought vengeance on them. They were com-
pletely taken in their own net. This is therefore to be no-
ticed. So it follows,

V. 16. The Lord is known by the judgment which he exe-
cuteth : the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.
Higgaion. Selak.

Higgaion signifies meditation. [t imports, that what is
said, deserves to be carefully and attentively thought upon.
The word Selah is to this import, mark this well. So then,
both these words thas joined at the end of this verse, amounts
to this, Meditate on this. Mark this well.

The wrath of the Lord, his anger and displeasure, were
most signally displayed on the unbelieving Jews, as the
enemies of Christ, by what befell them, after the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ into the highest heaven.
‘Whatbefell them may well deserve our most serious thoughts.
It demands deep reflection. Solemn meditation. [t de-
serves to be marked well by us, and all, who reflect on the
providence of God, in, and by which, he realizes the truth
of his holy word. Itis a deep and interesting subject. The
Lord Christ pronounces sentence on all out of him, in the
next words. Saying,

V. 17. The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
nations that forget God.

This is as a thunder-bolt, which will fall grievously en
the head of the wicked. Most especially when he shall say
unto them, Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fice, prepared
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for the devil and his angels. Tt will most assuredly ring in
the ears of the ungodly, and christless sinners to all eternity.
1 conceive it will be dannation in the very essence of it to
them.

V.18. For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the
expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.

This is declared by Christ for the support of his beloved
mple. They are many a time the scorn of their enemies.

y have at times been in the very hands of their enemies.
It bath seemed to some, as though real saiuts under perse-
cutions, were forgotten of the Lord. But this can never be
in reality the case. No. The Lord will not fursake his
people for his great name’s sake. They shall not always be
ina distressed state. They shall not always fail in their ex-
ation.  The Lord will not cast off for ever. - But though
edtise grief, yet will he have compassion according o the
multitude of his mercies.

V. 19. Arise, O Lord, let not man prevail, let the heathen
begudged in thy sight.

This is a request put up by our Lord, on the behalf of his
church, and for judgment on his, and their enemies. It is
expréssive of a visible display of God’s arm to defend his
friends, and also it is very decisive, as it respects his aveng-
ing them on their enemies. I conceive, we inay well under-
stand such passages as declarative, that thus it must be, and
that thus it will be, in the righteous ceconomy ef Jehovah’s
dispensations, to saints, and sinners.

V.20. Put them in fear, O Lord, that the nations may
know themselves to be but men, Selah. Thus the Psalm ends.

The Lord sometimesarrests the minds of the ungodly with
fear, that thev are deranged in their minds, so as not to
know what they are, where they are, and how to act. Many
a time, in such a way, and by such a dispensation, he works
deliverance for his people. Therefore as it should be remem-
bered by them, and especially when they are so shut up, as
to see no way for any humao escape, the word Selah is added
to this. Mark this well. May the Lord the Spirit bless, and
shine upon the revelation given of Christ, the conqueror of
death, ia this portion of his most holy word. Amen.

PSALM THE TENTH.

In this first book of Psalms, this is the third which we
meet with without a title. The subject of it contains lamen-
tation and woe, with many sorrowtul complaints respecting
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the withdrawment of the Lord’s most gracious presence.
An account is given in it of wicked men, who proudly
glotied in themselves, who contemned all opposition, con-
tradicted and defied all opposers. These are represented as
malicious, trencherous, crafty, hypocritical, and atheistical
persecutors. Supplication is made to God, for relief. This
1s expressed with a firm faith of obtaining it. Now of whom
can the prophet be conceived of spesking, in the first and
principa{,sense, but of our Lord Jesns Christ? Surely the
whole may be applied to him, who in the days of his flesh,
had cause for many sorrowful complaints. e Lord him-
self withdrew from him. He suspended his gracions and
comforting presence from his mind. He was exposed to
the malice of his most inveterate enemies. He had a fall
knowledge of them. He could, he does give a most full and
comprehensive account of them. He does it in the Psalm
before us. This is the grand subject of this Scripture be.
fore us. The Mediator prays for deliverance for himself,
and people, out of the hands of such cruel ones. He pro-
claims deliverance from them, and closes with the certain
expectation thereof,

V. 1. Why standest thou afar off, O Lord? Why hidest
thou thyself in times of trouble ¢

The Lord Jesus, the great and alone Mediator, between
the Father and his church, was by his incarnation, a real
partaker of human nature. In it he was the subject of all
the sinlcss infirmities of it. In our world and nature, for us,
and to accomplish our salvation, he was the subject of all
sorts of sorrows and safferings, which imputed sin could
produce, and his appearing in the likeness of sinful flesh
could possibly occasion. As the surety and sacrifice for sin,
he was the one object and subject of all his Father’s righ-
teous displeasure, and wrath due to the sins of all his people.
As the Messiah, he was by the bulk of the Jewish people
despised and rejected. As holiness and purity in his person,
nature, lite and conversation, he had enemies of various
sorts. Self-righteousones,who stuck to the letter of the law,
whilst they wholly overlooked the spiritual part of it. The
Jewish rufers; who would not acknowledge him in his office
and character. Those who were under them. The multitude
of persons, both such as might be esteemed moral and the
prophane, were all real enemies in their various ways to our
f.ord Jesus Christ.  This properly considered, wili, I con-
ceive, cast true light, and lead into @ proper knowledge of
this hymn before us; and help to unfold the various partis
culars contained in it. We have here an address made to
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the divine Father, by way of question. Why standest thou
afar off, O Lord? [t is expressive of the prevailings of
Christ’s enewies against him. In the circumstances in
which he then was, he felt the need of bis Father’s-ap-
pearance on his behalf. He therefore pleads with his Father
to appear for him. It does not imply that the Father was
not continually with him. But it is expressive of the feel-
ings, sorrows, and troubles which the human nature in
Christ was exercised with. The rage of the enemy increased.
It was in their view as though God had forsaken him. It
scemed as they were disposed to interpet the sume, as though
the Lord had forsaken him in the times of trouble which
went over his head. He therefore says, Why hidest tho thy-
self in times of trouble? It is sometimes the case with the
Lord’s people, as it was with their Head. They are sur-
rounded with various troubles. They have many enemies,
who aré cruel and outrageous in their dealings towards
them. The Lord’s people look to him for relief. Yet he
does not immediately succour and defend them. But he
never overlooks them, nor their case. He never rejects
them, nor their cry. Yet he answers and helps them in his
own way. It should be enough for all of them, to receive
and believe the Loid, in these words of his, O Israel, thou
shalt not be forgotten of me. These questions being ex-
pressed, Why standest thou afar off, O Lord? Why hidest
thou thyself wn times of trouble? 'T'he case the Mediator was
in, which made way for his thus expressing himsclf, is de-
clared,
V. 2. The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor.
Christ may be considered as the poor here oppressed, and
persecuted : —including his church and people also; who
in the days of his flesh, were both in such circumstances, as
to be very properly denominated by this title. Aud those
who persccuted him, and them, did it under this very con-
sideration. And it proceeded trom the pride of their hearts.
As Christ appeared a man of sorrows, as of no reputation,
as not liaving a place where to luy his head, as being the
son of Joseph the carpenter, and having been employed as
such, and tierefore styled in Mark’s gospel, the carpenter,
the great dignitaries in the Jewish nation despised him, and
that because he styled himsclt the Messiah.  So they did
bis followers. Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees be-
lieved on him 2 But this people, who knoweth not the law, are
cursed. Joha vii. ver. 48,49. Christ himselt as a despised
person, and his people as despised for his suke, may be con-
sidered in this sense, as well expressed by the term poor.
voLr. I. H
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And the wicked Jews and their wicked rulers, in their pride
persecuted them. OQur Lord offers up the following words,
which may be considered prayer-wise or prophetic, or both.
Let them be taken in the devices which they have imagined.
This is quite suited to the former part ot the verse. As the
wicked persecuted the poor out of the pride of his heart,
what more justly could suit their case, than that they should
be taken in the devices which they sinfully imagined? This,
as applied to the Jewish rulers, people, state, and nation.
The reason of the prayer is given in the next words.

V. 3. For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and
blesseth the covetous whom the Lord abhorreth.

This was most exactly the case, and was most awfully
realized in the enemies of Christ, amongst the Jews. ltwas
conceived by them as a piece of state policy to put Christ
to death. 'T'he chief priests and Pharisees, in council, said
one to another, IWhat do we? for this man doeth many mira-
cles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him,
and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and
nation. And Caiaphas, being the high priest that same yea?,
said unto them, Ye know ncthing at all, nor consider that it s
expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and
that the whole nativn perish not. John xi. ver. 47, —50.
1t may be conceived, even when the traitor Judas offered to
sell and betray his Master into their bands, that the wicted
ones in the Sanhedrim boasted of having the very desire of
his and their hearts accomplished. It cannot be doubted but
they spoke well of the covetous wretch Judas, whom the
Lord abhorred for his most detestable iniquity. Thus we may
sce the whole containing a prophecy, and most solemnnly real-
ized in the usage our Lord sustained at the hands of hisene-
mi~s. Thus the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire still,
and useth his utmost despite at times agsinst the church of
Christ.  To accomplish which, he faileth not to commend,
and even in his rage, to bless the covetous, whom the Lord
abhorreth.

V. 4. The wicked througlh the pride of his countenance, will
not seck after God: God 1s not in alt Jus thoughts.

This is very expressive of the wicked men in the Jewish
senate, who consulied to take off from the earth 1he Holy
and spotless Lamb of God, who were sc proud of their know-
ledge of the letter of Scripture, as to be bold in their way,
even to attempt to confute Christ himsclf out of it. When he
spoke of his death, which was so fidly testificd of in the Old
Testament, they out of blinduess, and with the utmost aspe-
rity would, and did rejoin, We have heard out of the law that
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Christ abideth for ever, and how sayest thou, the Son of man
must be lifted np? Who is this Son of man? John xii. 38, 94.
Now this was all out of pride. It is spoken in the sin-
ular, but it is the very cﬁaracter of them all; Joseph of
timathea, and Nicodemus excepted. The chief ruler
among them will not seek; after God. He will not attend to
the sacred records. Nor consider them as a revclation of thé
Messiah. He will not seek into the council and covenant
of God revealed therein. He will not diligently compare
what is written therein concerning the Messiah, nor com-
re what is now reported of him, and uctually fulfilled in
im befoure his eyes, that he may be saved from his rejecting
him in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. God, in the reve-
Iation of himself in the Scriptures of ttuth, and bis testimony
of Christ, is mot in all his thoughts. 'Thus our Lord, as the
great prophet over the house of God, spoke out befure his
coming in the flesh, what the malice of his enemies against
his person would be, and also the cause from whence all this
would proceed. It leads to consider the vast mind of Christ,
and its comprehension of every circumstance which woald,
or possibly could take place. Indeed the whole was re.
corded in the prophecies, and they were all given from him-
self. He received them from the Father. And the Holy
Ghost inspired holy men, who spake as they were moved by
bim, to write, utter, and express the same. All the thoughts
of the wicked, who through the pride of his conntenance will
ot seck after God, are, there is no God. AN sin proceeds
from this infidelity. It is the very spring of it. Yet, this
i¢ not acknowledged.

V.5. Hisways are always grievous; thy judements are
far abové out of his sight : as for all his encmies, he puffcth at
them.

The Lord’s ways in providence and grace, in righteous-
ness and judgments, are by no means acceptable to the
wicked. Nor are the ways of the wicked ever accept-
able unto God. The ways of the wicked and perverse
Jews, against Christ, and his followers, were in his in-
carnate state, grievouns. They were so continually. The
speaker in the Psalm, in his address to God, says; thy
Judgments are fur above out of his sight. He pays no regard
to them. Ax God is not in all his thoughts, so he is care-
less of what any may do against him. Hence it follows, as
Jor all his encmies, he puffeth at them. Thisjs very applica-
ble to the Jews. in their conduct towards Christ.  Their
bearts were so sct on his death, and they were so regardless
of the consequences of it, and the judgments of God which

H e
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would fall on them for the same, that they cried out, His
blood be upon us and upon our children. They knew not what
they said. But all contained in this awful imprecation came
upon them.

V.6. He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved.
(uuto generation and generation. So it is in the margin.)
For I shall never be in adzersity.

The Jewish ralers, and people, never conceived what
judgments they were bringing down on their sinful and
guilty heads. That they would be exterminated out of their
own Jand. Whilst they thonght by their rejecting Christ,
and denying him to be their Messiab, and King, they should
secure the tavour of the Romans ; and be for ever continuved
in Judea. They also concluded they were securcd by the
promise concerning the land of Canaaun, whilst they were
forewarned by the same, of acting so und so, as to expel
themselves, and be expelled by the Lord out of it. Sinuers
of every description, promise themsclves great peace, and
stability. It is the language here, and of all others, left 10
the pride of their own hearts, to think, and say, I, we, shall
never be in adversity.

V. 7. His mouthkis full of cursing, and deceit, and fraud ;
under his tongue is mischief and vanuty.

When we consider the person, dignity, majesty, and ex-
cellency of Christ, and the scorn and contempt cast upon
him by the scribes, Pharisces, rulers, high priest and rabble
among the Jews, we may well stand amuzed at the patience
of our most precions Lord,  The mouths of these persons
were full of cursing. They blasphemed Christ. They vented
their spirits to the uttermost, 1 deriding, in mocking, in
jeering the Messiah, the sent one of God. They were full
of deceit, and fraud. This appears by the witnesses which
they brought forward against our Lord, when he was brought
before their tribunal. Under the tongue of the chief rtﬂer,
Caiaphas, was mischicf and vauity.” 1 know not how to
apply it otherwise. I conceive as a prophecy, it is imost
Jjustly applied.  Yet some great and learned men, apply it,
and what follows to Antichrist, and bis cruelties and mur-
dering the saints of the most high God.

V. 8. Ilesitteth in the lurking places of the villages: in
the secret places doth ke murder the innocent : his eyes are
privily set against the poor.

This is very expressive of the seribes and Pharisees, who
weant from plact to phce after Christ. Who again and again
Pt‘opuscd certain questions unto him, with ana intent to take
Ii up against him. You have many accounts of this in tie



101

writings of the evangelists. Christ the innocent, the just
one, was their one object. They always set themselves
against him. Whether secretly, or openly, it was always
their design and practice to malign him. The eyes of the
first ruler, and of all under him, and as commissioned by
him, were privily, i. e. secretly set agninst the poor. The
Lord Jesas Christ, who, though in his own person, as God-
Man, was rich, for the sake of his people became poor,
that through his poverty they might be rich.

V.9. Ile liet}n) in wait secretly as a lion in his den : ke
lieth in wait to catch the poor: he doth cateh the poor, when
he draweth him into his net.

This was most expressly the case with the rulers of the
Jews, respecting their consultation concerning Christ, and
conspiracy to put him to death. It was two days before the
Passover. It was held at the palace of Caiaphas. They cone
sulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty and kill him,
But they said, vot on the feast day, lest there be an uproar
among the people. Sce Mutt. xxvi. 4, 5.

V. 10. - He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor
may fall by his strong ones.

No less a person than Dr. Gill, applies the substance of
- this Psalm, and especially the former verses from the 4th to
this, to the Man of Sin, the Pope of Rome. Not to con-
tradict the Doctor, I conceive the application which hath
been made, and the intcrpretation given, will be found very
easy, and natural. Here, the enemy crouching, and humb-
ling himself, will very well comport with all which went be-
fore. TFor there was a feigned humility, a semblance of
casting aside all majesty, an attempt to appear just, as a
mock trial was exercised on our Lord by the Jewish rulers,
Yet it was @il so contrived, so carried on, and so executed,
that Christ might be condemned by them, let it be right,
let it be wrong. They were determined he should not escape
out of their hauds, He was to full by their strong ones.
They will take care to call in the Roman governor. Heand
his soldiers were employed to crucify Christ. He fell by
these strong ones. They seized him in the garden. They
bound him. They led hiin from one court to another. When
the sentence of death was prononnced upon him, they led
him away to crucify hin.  So | conceive this opens and ex-
plains the text.

V.1i. Hehathsaid in hisheart, God hath forgotten. Ile
hideth his face; he will never seeit.

This was very exactly verified in the Jewish rulers who
contrived our Lord’s death. It was their very thoughts, and
expressions. They conceived Christ to be, at least they
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treated him as an impostor. They reviled him. They con-
temned biin as cast off, and cast out by God. So they
thought they should never be visited by the Lord for putting
him to death. It was therefore an exact index of the neart of
Caiaphas, before the death of Christ was eflected, at the
time it took place, and also afterwards, God hath forgotten,
1. e. he will never punish us, as a nation and people, for put-
ting Jesus of Nazareth 1o death. He hideth his fuce. He
will never look on this as murder. He will never see it in
this light, so as to biing punishment on us for it. You may
rest yourselves ussured we are all safe here.  But our Lord
Jesus Christ, who forctold all the thoughts of their hearts,
in the foregoing verses, calls on the Lord, for vengeance on
their guilty hieads, in the next, and following verses.

V.12, Arise, O Lord, O God, lift up thine hand: forget
not the humlble (or afflicted. )

Jehovah is addressed. It is requested that he would arise.
By which we are to understand, a display of himself on the
behalfof Christ. Arise, O Lord.  The Mediator prays for
deliverance. This must be fiom his enemies; into whose
hands he was fallen. O God, lift up thine hand : no deli-
verance from them, but by the Lord alone. And this too in
agreement with covenant settlements, and covenant proe
mises, The Mediator mentions his present case. e was
humble. lle was affficted. Torget ot the humble. Forget
not the afllicted.  Be unto me equal to my case. Be unto
we all I now nced. To which our Lord adds an expostula-
tion in the next words.

V. 13, Hherefure duth the wicked contemn God? He hath
sard in his heart, thou wilt not require it.

The question is asked, with a design to introduce an ac-
count of the wicked one spuken of. e is one who con-
temuos God. - Surely this in a very peculiar mauner applies
itself to those murderers of Christ, the Jews, and their ralers,
and the clicf priest at and as their head. Wherefore doth the
twicked contemn Goi 2 Lt follows in what way this is done.
H: hath said in his h. art, thou wilt not require it. W hich is
agrecable to what hath been already explained. Surely the
blood of Jesus of Nazareth will not be required.  Thou wilt
not, O God, requircit. Theu wilt never visit it. - We shall
never be puaishod for it. 'This was the case, and thought of
the wicked.

V. 14. Thou hast seen it, for thou beholdest mischicf and
spite to requite it with thine hand : the poor committeth hiniseif
unto thee, thou art the helper of the fatherless.

This is pleading with God, for vengeance to be exercised
ou the enemies of Christ, and his afflicted ones. It contains
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an expression of confidence in him, that he will most assu-
redly deal thus. This cannot but be the case. Christ, the
poor and despised one, and his disciples, the poor and de-
spised ones, for his sake, were committed, with their cause
into the Lord’s hands.  Hc would most assuredly deliver
him, and then in due time, out of the hands of their op-
pressors.  The Mediator expresses his confidence of this,
saying, Thou art the helper of the fatherless.

V. 15. Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man :
seck out his wickedness, tiil thou find none.

Which words complete the prayer put up by Christ, for
his own personal deliverance, and for the deliverance of his
people in the land of Judea, out of the hand of the evil
man, the Jewish senate, and every enemy. For I know no
better way of explaining this passage.

V.16. The Lord is King for ever and ever : the heathen
are perished out of the land.

This is a proclamation of delicerance. Jehovah being
king, and an everlasting king, at whose wrath the earth
shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his
indignation, surely before him, and when he arises, and dis-
plays his wrath, the heathen must perish at his rebuke,
And these words are a prophecy, which as they respect the
unbelieving Jews, have been, and are still fultilled. They
being perished out of the land of Canaan, so as to have no
inheritance there, even to this present day.

V.17. Lord, thou hast heurd the desire of the humble;
ghou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to
lear.

The Mediator speaks liere in the persons of his people,
and also on their behalf.  They are humbled uander oppres-
sion. They have one desire, aud it is for deliverance. The
Lord will most assuredly hear them. Their desires shall be
granted. The Lord himself will give them the spirit of grace
and supplication. He will teach them how to pray, and
what to pray for. He will prepare their heart. iie will
cause their petition to come up before him. He will attend
to their request. He will cause his ear to hear. So that
the following benefit shall result from ir,

V.18, Tojudge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the
man of the earth may no more oppress.

Thus the Psalm ends with & most cerfain expeetation of
complete deliverance from all oppression, and all oppres-
sors, in Christ, and by Christ, for all his church and people,
in God’s own time, and way. The deliverance of Christ out
of the hunds of all his enemies, his being on his throne Lord
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God omnipotent is our security. The Lord bless his truth.
Amen,

PSALM THE ELEVENTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chicf Musician, of
David.

1t is directed, or dedicated to the congueror; our Lord
Jesus Christ. He is the great and glorious one, who has
conquered all his, and our enemies. The reader may look
back to the fourth Psalm, where this title, to the chief mu-
sician, is first given, and where also an explanation of what
1s intended by 1t is also given, and that once for all. Sa
that whensoever it occurs, no further explanation is to be
expected. This Psalm is further entitled, Of David. To
the Conqueror of David. 1t is well known he was a great
warrior. A very successful and victorious one. He may be
considered as a type of Christ herein, as ali bis wars were
with the enemies of the Lord, and of his Christ, and against
such as opposed the people ol the most high God, in giving
them disturbance in the land which the Lord gave them for
an habitation. It is very expressive of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and his state and case, when he as the antitypical
David, was surrounded on all sides by his enemies. It ex-
presses how he encouraged himself in the Lord, and trusted
in him for deliverance. The wrath which would inevitably
come on his euemies and persecutors is fully expressed.
And that too, as the righieous effects of God’s providence
and justice towards them. In this the soul of the Mediator
most sweetly rests. Thus Christ conquers here in the Psalm
before us, by leaving all with the Lord.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician of David. In the Lord put
I my trust : how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your
mountain?

As the whole of the Psalms contain a beautiful drama of
Christ, and exhibit a most wondertul portrait of him, in an
order and variety, which is wonderful; so they most accue-
rately describe the faith our Lord, as God-Man, Mediator,
expressed and exercised on Jehovah the Father, on all oc-
casions, and in every circumstance and case which befell
him whilst be made his abode in pur world. As Le was a
man of sofrows and acquainted with grief, so his sorrows and
griefs arose from every quarter, and all sorts of persons;
and he learned obedience to God by the things which he
sufferad. He here, as the great example for his people to
look at in all their times of trouble, and when persecuted for
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kis sake, professes his own faith in God, and how he exer-
cised it in the days of his flesh. In the Lord put I my trust.
He had good reason so to do. The whole covenant between
the Father and himself was before him. The book of Psalms
in which he read the substance of the same, was opened to
his human mind, by the inward teaching of the Lord the
Spirit. Hereby he was divinely encouraged, supported,
quickened, and comforted. From hence he derived all his
confidence. From what was written in it, he could say, In
the Lord put I my trust. Then he puts this question to his
persecutors. How say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your
wmountain? The incomprehensible and self-existing Essence
being the ohject of his trust, and his covenant with him,
his promises to him, the assistance he promised him, and
the testimony of the Spirit Jehovah to his mind concerning
all this, excluded all doubt and suspicions coucerning his
being imrmutably safe, and of his coming off continually
more than conqueror. He therefore asks the enemy how 1t
should be, they should be so deluded as to conceive they
could put him in fear. The human miand of Christ was not
the subject of any sort or kind of imperfection. It was
wholly impeccable and immutable, because it was influenced
in every act, l}y the will of him who became man. Christ
was God manifest in the flesh. The buman will in all things
and in every act, was wholiy subservient to the divine will.
A reason is given why this question is asked in the following
verse.

V. e. For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready
their arrow upon the string, that they may priz:il_"y/ shoot at the
ypright in heart.

We may learn from hence, the inward knowledge, large
eonception, and comprehension of the human mind of
Christ.  Ie needed not that uny should testify of man: for
ke knew what was in man. He knew not ouly the designs
and plots contrived by his enemies against him, but the very
thoughts and counsels of their minds.  Ile knew when it
became him to avoid them, and when it became him to yield
unto them. ‘Lhey had laid wait for him. They had bent
their bow. They had made ready their arrow upon the
string. Their work was a work of durkness. They laid
their plot as deep as hell. Nothing remained for themn but
to execute it. They intended it should be done in an instan-
taneous manner. To shoot privily in the dark at Christ, who
was holy, hurmless. Who was innocency itself. Who was
God-ward, and man-ward, upright in heart. The Lord
Christ saw all this, He knew it all. He was in his incar-



106

nate state exercised with all this. But he put his trust in the
Lord, and conquered all his enemics and all their opposition
against himselt by bis faith and hope in Jehovah. And it
is by faith in Christ his church overcomes all her enemies.
Thas is the victory which overcometh the world, even our faith.
1John v. 4.

V.8. If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righte-
ous do?

These words seem to he the words of Christ’s enemies.
They, as I conceive, carry this meaning in them. If we lay
ouar schemes so and so. If we suboin such and such wit-
nesses against him. If we have such a jury, if we suinmon
such persons as eyidences. If we lay such and such things
to his charge, and so conduct ourselves, with such authority
as to suffer none to come forward, but such as we know are
his implacable cnemies, why then we are safe. We are sure
he cannot escape out of our hands. None can deliver him.
What can he do? We shall have him in our power, and we
will execute him. Or, if we tarn it otherwise, and consider
these words as spoken by Messiah. If the foundations of
all truth and justice be removed, and abolished. {f it be a
packed jury.  If there be no equity exercised in it, on me,
whilst 1 am lefore them, what can the righteous do? It
must even be as they will.  Yet I am pertecily righteous,
notwithstanding cvery charge they may, they will bring
arainst me. 1 thercfore put my trust in the Lord, and com-
mit iy cause to him. Whether the reader may approve of
this, or not, yet it most certainly and clearly accords with
the words which follow in the next verse.

V. 4. The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord's throne is
tn heaven; his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of
men.

Here is our Lord’s appeal from man’s court to the
Lord’s.  From man’s judgment of him, and his cause, 10
the Lord’s knowledge of the same. The Lord was in the
temple of Solomou, and in the second temple, by the spe-
cial and visible tokens of his presence. The Lord’s throne
is in heaven, where he dwelleth so as to display his glorious
majesty before clect angels, and elect saints, beyond the ut-
termost of our present comprehension.  He is omniscient,
He is omuipresent. Do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the
Joord 2 Ilis eyes bekold, his eyelids try, the children of men.
He is immutable. Ic¢ cannot think, or act contrary te
the perfection of his nature. His eyes were on Christ.
His heart was open to him. All his works aad actions were
tefore him. His eyes were on the enemies of Christ. He
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rmitted them to go their own way. To exercise the whole
of their will. To manifest the whole of their malice. They
bed their end in all. Whilst the Lord approved of noue of
their ways. Christ himself committed bis cause 10 him that
Jjudgeth righteously. And in this he rests with holy com-
placency.

V. 5. The Lord tricth the righteovs ; but the wicked, and
Rim that loveth violence, his soul hateth.

None was cver righteous in our world, since the fall, but
Christ alone. Many are made righteous by the imputation
of his righteousncss unto them. But he alone is in him-
self, and by his own obedience, righteous. He is the Lord
our righteousness. 'We are made the righteousness of God in
km. Yet that is not the subject now before us. Itis Christ
himself. He is the righteous one. He was tried by his
Father's law and justice, and he was completely perfect,
and equal. . Every thing commensurate to law and justice
was found in himn. Neither earth or hell, devil or men,
eould find any just matter of condemnation against him.
The glorious Mcdiator glories in this. Whilst he knows the
righteous displcasure against those who sought his life. The
Lord trieth the righteous : but the wicked and him that loveth
violence his soul hateth. This is thus expressed to declare
the equity of the divine procedure, even towards Christ,
and his enemies. He then utters a most solemn and awful
prophecy, for such it is to be understood. And it respected
the people of Judah.

V.6. Upon the wi-ked he shall rain snares, or, a burning
tempest, fire and brimstone, and an korrible tempest : this shatl
be the portion of their cup.

Neverwassuchawicked generation, as wasin the dayswhen
Cirrist was persecuted, and crucified. Nor were cver sinners
sosignally visited by the Lord, aud requited for their wick-
edness. Not even the very Sodomites on whom the Lord
rained brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.
The Jews were ensnared after the death of Christ on every
side. Al contuined in the expression of burning tempest,
fire and brimstone fell on them.  And to the very present
moment, they are cast out, and kept out of their own land;
so truly is this prophecy already fultilled. In contradistine-
tion to all this, it follows, by way of evidencing the righte-
ausness of the Lord in his providential dealings towards one
and the other, that it is said in the next words :

V.7. For the righteous Lord loveth rightevusness; his
oountenance doth behold the upright.

Thus the Psalm ends in a rejoicing in the divine proce-
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dare, both towards Christ, and his enemies. The human
mind of Christ was enlightened into such a full acquaint-
ance with the exercise of all the divine perfectiuns of the
incomprehensible nature towards him, in every thing which
befell bim, and as it respected the display of the same to-
wards, and upou all who hated, resisted, and set themselves
against him, that he most sweetly rests contented with the
same. May the Lord give us some scriptural views of
Christ, in this most sacred portion of his word. Amen.

PSALM THE TWELFTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chicf Musician, upon
Sheminith. A Psalm of David. Not to set aside what is
said, and to which the reader hath been referred, ccncern-
ing what is to be understood of the uitle of this, and other
Psulms, when directed to the chicf musician, it may not be
improper to say, some conceive thus of it, that David who was
both king and prophet composed the Psalins thus entitled,
and delivered the same to be sung, and played in the con-
gregation, to him who was the chief overseer, or master, and
set over the rest of that music, or concert, distinguished by
the instrument made use of when they were sung. It may,
and I conceive it should be understood by us, to the end we
may have a right apprehension of what we read, that some
instruments of music used in the temple service, differed
from others. For instance, some were sounded by breath,
and motion of the fingers. As, organs that are blown by
bellows, and all hollow iostruments, as trompets, ram’s
horns, cornets, &e.  Such as the priests and Levites used in
the holy ordinances. Others were such as were played upon
with the fingers oaly, either by a quill, or otherwise, as the
harp, dulcimer, &c. and had strings. Now to every one of
these several kind of instruments, there was one who ex-
cclled therein,  Such an one was appointed overseer, or
chief of the concert.  He was to direct those under him in
the sonz.  Hence it is, that the Psalm being committed to
be sung to the master of that order, it is said, To the Chi
Musician, or, to him that excelleth : a Psalm of David. This
is the general and common idea received. Yet I prefer what
hath been given on the fourth Psalin. Would however
have my reader know the common explanation. The words
Neainoth (see Psalm 41h), and Nehiloth (Psalm 5th), are
cunsidered as the names of the instruments of music inade
use of in singing them, ur the 1unes to which they were set,
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Thus the title of the sixth Psalm which runs thus, To the
Chief Musician on Neginoth, upon Sheminith, a Psalm of
David, is by some interpreted thus. The meaning, say they,
is the sume as in the fourth Psalin, only that here is added,
upon Sheminith., That is, it was played with the eighth
tune, note, or strain, and sung with a very clear and high
voice. We read. 1 Chron. xv, 21, that Mutlithiak, and
Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Qbededom, and Jeiel, and Aza-
ziah, were appuinted with harps on the Sheminith to excel.
That is, the base and tenor. So that the sixth Psalm was 10
be ordered by the chief musician of that concert, to be sung
and played upon the instrument Neginoth, with the highest
aud uwtmost strain of sound and voice, or.instrument of ten
strings.

With respect to the Psalm before us, it concerns our
Lord Jesus Christ. It represents him as very greatly op-
pressed.  As deprived of all human comfort. Aj; calling on
the Lord for help. As comferting himself in the Lord’s
righteous destruction of his enemics. He comforts himself
in the Lord’s promises which were pure. They were tried
ones. They had been fulfilled over and over. They would
be again and again. This gives him confidence that Jeho-
vah would preserve the poor and needy from the public op-
pression of the enemy under which they groaned. How it
was with the wicked, and the effect of their authority is de-
clired. Surely this Psalm may well be dedicated 1o cele-
brate the praise of Christ the conqueror. It is in him, and
by him, his people are more than conquerors over all their
enemies, and over all their oppressors. It concerns the true
David. The beloved. ‘T'he well beloved of God, and his
church. Itis of him. If I may so say, we have in it a fresh
representation of him.  May the Holy Ghost give us some
blessed apprehensions concerning hin, as we go through it.

V. 1. Yo the Chief Musician wpon Shemimth. A Psalm
of David. Help, O Lord; for the godly man ceaseth ; for
ll:cfaith/idfai/jf'rom among the children of men.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 our nature, and world, was for
us, and for our salvation, the subject of the scorn of men. The
malice of devils. He could not tuke our nature, but he must
be the subject of all the sinless impertections of it. e could
not come 1uto our world by his mysterious incarnation, and
live in it without all sput of sin; by this all the ruge of
earth and hell would be manifested ; and Satan the god of
this world would draw forth all he could work upon with
egergy, and exercise it to the uttermost degree against him.
Our Lurd bimself, when his passion was begun, and he
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seized on by the Roman soldiers, says, in his address to the
chief priests, and captains of the temple, and elders, This is
your hour, and the power of darkness. Christ was helpless
and hopeless in his state of humiliation, as it respected aby
succonr from men. e was despised and rejected of men;
a man of sorrows. He prays, and it is with fervour and
importunity. His prayer is short, but it contains all he
needs.  luis for help.  He looks to the Lord for it.  felp,
Lord. This is his request. He gives the reason why he
calls upon the Lord for it.  For the godly man ceuscth: for
the faithful fail from among the children of men. 'This was
the case when oar Lord Jesus Christ lived in our world.
The generation he lived in wcre more than ordinarily
wicked. He calls it an adulterons and sinful generation. [t
was so vile that the prophet puts it by way of question,
Who can declare his generation? All was corrupt in the civil
and ecclesiastical state. The high priesthood was defiled.
The ordinances corrupted. Yet Christ the holy one of God
lived in our natuare, when all was thus, and even beyond our
canception, Awn evidence is given by him of the truth of
his assertion, that the godly man, and the faithful among
the Jews, ceased, and tailed in the next words.

V. @. They speak vanity every one with his neighbour : with
Sattering lips, and with a double heart do they speak.

As Christ was opposed, so were his followers, This had
been foretold in these words. Of the rock that begat thee
thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God which formed
thee. And when the Lord saw, he abhorred them, because of
the provoking of his sons and of his daughters. And he said,
I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shat
be: for they are a very froward genetation, children in whom
is no faith. Deut. xxxii. 18—=20. The Jewish rulers, and
many of the common people, are very expressly described,
as being full of vanity, as speaking in a flattering dissem-
blin s manner to each other, as speaking with an heart' and'
an heart, (as it is in the margin,) that is with a donble heart.
All which was open and clear to the view of the Messiah,
and it could not but be pain and sorrow to him. [e here
speaks of it as such.  He prays for help and support under
it. And he prays for his people as being exercised by this
verv imeans, and exposed to scorn and contempt hereby.

V.8. The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, and the
tongue that speaketh proud things,

I'hese words are a declaration of the divine will respect-
ing these workers of iniquity. [t is inconsistent with Je-
hioval’s holiness, justice, and righteonsness, to connive at*
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sin. He could not look on the contempt east on his Christ,
but with abhorrence. He could not be pleased with the
flattering lips, and dissimolation used by the scribes and
Jawyers, to pervert the scriptures of truth, to set aside the
evidence given in them concerning the Messiahship of Jesus
Christ, which they would by no means acknowledge in the
true application of them to Jesus of Nazareth. Have any
of the rulers, or of the Pharisees, believed op him? say they.
And to stop all turther coaversation about him, they add,
But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. Y ea, so
perverse were some of them, that they are bold 10 say, Search
the Scriptures, and see: what can you find in them that
would lead you to look on Jesusof glazareth to be the Mes-
siah, for out of Nazareth ariseth no prophet. Now these
blasphemers, and misinterpreters of scripture, were to be vi-
sited.. Herc it is foretold. And they, and their vile spirit,
are furtlier expressed.

V. 4. Who have said, with our tongue will we prevail, our
{ips are our own: Whois Lord over us?

The false glosses which they put on the scriptures of truth
were their own. Their design in it was vile. It was to de-
eeive the people, and to prejudice their minds against Christ.
He saw their guilt in its causes and effects. In their own
inward ends and designs. He pronounces no less than eight
woes on them in the 23¢ chapter of Matthew’s Gogpel. Set
which against what is liere written, and I conceive you will
have a true and proper comment on the same.

V. 5. For the oppression of the poor,d/'or thesighing of the
needy, now will I arise (saith the Lord); I will set him in
Mf;{)yfrom him that pugleth at him.

hich words may be considered as an answer to Christ’s
prayer, Help, Lord, for the godly man faileth, 8zc. Christ
the Saviour of his people, as the sent one of God, was with«
stood, rejected, despised on all hands, and by all sorts of
persons, both learned and unlearned. He was scorned by
rich and poor  Though the Redeemer of Israel, the Holy
Oneof israel, yet it was he of whom the prophet Isaiah tes-
tifieth, us one whom man despiseth, as him whom the na-
tion (i. e. the Jewish) abhorreth, as a servant of rulers: yet
for him, his cause and interest: for him, his charch and
people, the Lord would arise, and declare his innocency.
Now will | arise, (saiththe 1 ord). He pronounces his own
reat and glorious name, as a pledge of his so exercising
ﬁimself. ([ will set him in safety from him that puffeth at
him. Thus the Mediator is encouraged. He would be carried
through all difficulties. He would have victory over all
opposition. kfe would be lifted on high above and beyond
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all oppression. He would be lifted up above his poverty
and need, and even from the very appearance he wore of
it, in his state of hamiliation. Jehovah promises to set him
in safety from such as puffed at him, A seriptural appre-
hension of Christ, in his state of hamiliation, and of himn in
the days of his flesh, is the best means of our rightly under-
standing all this. Indeed it may be said, it is the only key
to a right knowledge, and interpretation, of the sucred re-
cord given of hin in the Psalns.

V.6. Thewords of the Lord are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

All the will of God expressed in the everlasting covenant,
with all the words of grace, and the promises contained in,
beloaging to, and flowing from it, are pure. They are all
yea, and amen in Christ Jesus. They we:e all made to him,
the head and representative of the covenant. They have
been all fulfilled to him. He knew the worth of them. He
felt the efficucy of them. In the days of his flesh he was
divinely supported by them. His whole life was a life of
fuith. His whole support and confidence in the Lord arose
from the covenaat, aud promises, which the Father made
with him, and had given him. And they are also thestrength
and support of all his mystic members. Of whom (as in-
cluded in and with himself, being poor and needy in them-
selves considered, oppressed for his sake, and sighing under
the same, and for whuse sake the Lovd arose to take ven-
geance on their oppressors, and to set them in safety from
such as puffed at them) the Lord Christ says in the tollow-
ing words,

V. 7. Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve
them from this generation for ever.

Which whilst it Lelongs to the whole church of God, and
boasehold of faith, applies very particularly to the saints and
people of God, in that age in which the Son of man was re-
vealed. They were preserved from the tremendous wrath
and judgwments, which caine down on that wicked, sinful,
and adulierous geueration.

V. 8. The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men,
the vilest of the suns of men (so it is in the margia), are
exalted.

This was most awfully the case. They were the vilest of
men, who were exalted at the time of our Lord’s sufferingy
and crucifixion. Yect he lived, and reigned, and will for
ever triumph over them ; but this is only seen at present by
the eye of taith. The Lord bless us with such apprehen-
sions of Christ, in our spiritual mediations on the scripture
buture us, as may tend to his glory, and our good. Amen.
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PSALM THE THIRTEENTH.

The title of this Psalm is, To the Chief Musician, A Psalin
of Duavid.

In it, Christ the antitypical David is the subject. And he
expresses the griefs of bis mind. The sorrows of his heart.
He doth it prayer-wise. His prayer chiefly consisis in ques-
tions. These he puts to the divine Father. When he ceases
to put such questions, he then very imnportunately entreats
the Lord to consider and hear him. He expresses his faith
in Jehovah as the Lord his God. He presents his petition,
and gives his reasons why he is so earnest to obtain his re-
quest. He closes with a declaration of his having trusted
in the Lord’s mercy, and with a song to him, for dealing
bountifully with him.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician, a Psalm of David. How
long wilt thou forget me;O Lord? for ever 2 How long wilt
thou hide thy facfiﬁ-om me?

Christ the Mediator is the person who here speiks. What
is spoken is the language of complaint. It is spoken in a
brief way. It is expressive of very grecat and soul dis-
tress, which the more fully known and experienced, so con-
tracts the mind that it utters itself more fully and compre-
bensively, than it doth enlargedly. It is so here. In these
divine hymns, the whole beart of Christ is set forth to our
view. How he felt, what he saw, in what way, and to what
a degree his sufferings extended, so as to invade his most
holy mind. Ilook on this as one of his passion Psalms. It
is & very short one.  But it is very expressive and import-
ant. The apostle tells us of him, that he offered ug prayers
and supplications with sirong crying and tears. We may
consider the state of the Mediator to be here represented, s
under a sense and apprehension of his Father’s wrath. As
forsaken by him. ﬂ)e cries out, How long wilt thou forget
me, O Lord? It does not imply Jehovah could ever forget
bis anointed one. Rut as Christ stoad in the place, and
acted the part of a surety, it became the Father to act so and
so towards him. It would not have answered the end, if
Christ had not suffered all contained in Jehovah's hatred,
wrath, and indignation due to sin. Whilst our most blessed
Immanuel suffered this, he was most fully seusible of the
same. When he was in his sorrows, and passion, he prayed
that if it were possible the cup might pass from him. Here
he asks the question how long his present griefs are to be
coptinued. How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? To be

1
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made sin, and a curse—ta be the subject on whom the curse
due to the sins of all the elect was to be executed, to have
the same inflicted on Christ’s body and mind, must have
produced griefs unknown to any but himself. What he ex-
perienced when he was forsaken by the Father, was to him,
as it were, an eternity of sorrow. He therefore asks the
question, How long, O Lord, is it to beso® Isit, O Lord, to
be for ever? His mouth being opened to his divine Father
thos, he puts two more questions to him, respecting and
connecth with the same subject.

V.2. How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having
sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be
exalted over me ?

The mind of Christ had an intuitive knowledge of all the
sorrows and sufferings which were to befall him. He knew
the causes of them. He fully understood from whence they
would come. He contemplated the same in his mind. It
was an exercise to him, which increased the sorrows of his
heart. It was a part of his daily study, to take counsel in
his soul, or in other words, to take into remembrance what
he must sustain from wicked men, from Satan, from the
hand of God, as well as to consider what he was to perform,
in obedience to the holy law of God. His meditations on
the same, must bring sorrow with them. The human mind
of Christ was susceptible of all the impressions these sub
jects could produce, yet without the least sinful emotion
being produced thereby. He felt most sensibly the insult
and trinmph of the enemy over him, when he was betrayed
by Judas. © When he was seized on by an insulting mob.
When he was presented to Annas. When he was betore the
tribunal of the Jewish senate. ltwas to him as eternity, Be«
cause his great mind comprehended, felt, saw, and expe-
neaced, what could not be conceived by all human minds,
in all the individuals of Adam’s posterity, from the creation,
down to the end of time. That the Old Testament saints
might be led to consider what their great and mighty deli.
verer Christ Jesus would suffer for them, and his whole
church, the Lord the Spirit was pleased, thus to set it be-
fore them, in this Psaim. Here are these two questions
asked by Christ in this verse. How long shall I take coun-
sel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart? how long shall
mine enemy be exalted over me? These added with the for-
mer, mauke four. And they are most congenial to the state
of Christ’s mind, in his state of humiliation and sufferings.

V.3. Consider and hear me, O lLord my God: lighten
mine eyes, lest I slcep the slecp of death.
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In these words, we have our Lord’s importunity expressed.
He bad presented his request. He had offered it up with
energy. He here intreats the Father’s consideration, and
ear to what he had expressed. He pleads his covenant rela-
tion, as an argument to obtain his request. Consider and
hear me, O Lord my God. The covenant relation which
subsisted between the Father and Christ, is the ground and
foundation of all Messiah’s faith, prayer, and confidence.
O Lord, my God. The knowledge and apprehension of this
increases the Mediator’s importunity to be heard, and an-
swered. He adds, lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of
death. Our Lord in his human frame, wanted present sup-
port, present quickening, present enlightening. He suffered
in the human nature. He suffered accordingto all the sinless
weakness and feelings of it, He suffered all which could be
suffered in-it. He hung on the cross, for a season witheut
the light of the sun. It was suspended that it might not
shine on him. On his having finished his work, it is to be
apprehended it shone forth again, as an evidence of the Fa-
ther's favour and approbation of him. Had he slept the
sleep of death without it, then his enemies would have in-
sulted him and his sufferings, as he expresses it in the next
words ;

V. 4. Lest mine enemies say, I have prevailed against him ;
and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved.

Thus our most glorious Mediator is expressed and set
forth by the Holy Ghost, as praying in his passion. And it
is-very ngreeable with what is recorded of him in the evan-
gelists. Having expressed his reasons, why he was so im-
portunate to obtain his requests, that his enemies, the high
priest, scribes, and Pharisees, with the unbelieving people
of the Jews, might be never able to boast of their having
conquered him, and proved him to be a false Messiah, he
closes this prayer with a profession of his faith in God, and
as having received a full answer to his prayer.

V. 5. But I have trusted in thy mercy : my heart shall
rejoice in thy salvation.

The great Mediator trusted in his Father, for support
and deliverance, when all the furies of earth and hell should
surrovnd him. He trusted the Father with all the worrh of
his person and offering. He trusted in his covenant mercy,
that he would express and exercise it on all the heirs of
glory. He wrusted in him that he would pardon all their
sins. And the Mediator well knowing the Father had pro-
mised he should see of the travail of his soul, says, My heart
shall rejoice in thy salvation. In the full accomplishment of
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it, in my session at the right-hand of the Majesty on high,
and seeing all my redeemed complete in eternal bliss, and
saying, behold, 1, and the children thou hast given me. This
being the sure and certain fruit of all my pains and soul
sorrows, then, this follows:

V.6. Iwill sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt
bountifully with me.

Chiist 1s God's salvation.  And God’s salvation is Christ,
And he is salvation to the ends of the earth. When our
Lord exercises his mind, on the Father’s constitution and
appointment of him, to be the head and Mediator of his
church, upon his giving, sending, qualifying, and carrying
him through the performauce ot his whole work, and office,
and o his accomplishing all the ends and designs of his
grace, in the salvation of his people thereby, he seeing the
whole completed, and himself crowned with glory and
honour, may well cry and sing, sayinf, I will sing unto the
Lord, because he hath dealt bountifully with me. May the
Lord bless the testimony given of Christ to us in this
Psalm. Amen:

PSALM THE FOURTEENTH.

The title of this Psalm is, Of David. Tothe Chief Musi-
sician, of David. 1 have put of David first, to point out
the distinction, and to request it may be observed, that the
title, To the Chief Musician, a Psalmof David, differs from,
To the Chief Musician, of David. This Psalin gives a full
and most complete account of fallen man. Of the total
corruption of the whole human race by the fall of Adawm.
The apostle quotes in the third chapter of his Epistle to the
Romans, several verses from it, to prove the total corruption
of thie whole human race. Whilst I have asserted, and still
do say, that all the Psalms belong to Christ, vet this must
necessarily be included in it, that Christ, and the Church in
Christ, must be eonsidered as one mystically, though not
one personally. Thatthe desires of the Church after Christ,
and longing for his advent, must be looked on as the fruits
and éeffects of the revelation of Christ, and the mysteries ot
his grace made known to her, by the inspiration of the
eternal Spirit. In this view 1 shall say, that this Psalin
contains David’s views of the fall, and his desire for the
coming of Christ; or rather, the views which the Church of
Christ had of the fall, and her knowledge that there could be
no redeemer, no health and cure for her from all the effects
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brought on her by the fall, but Christalone : or,it may be ex-
pressive of the views Christ himself had of it, and his putting
it into the heart and mind of his Church, to pray for his
coming in the flesh, to put away sins, by the sacrifice of
himself. Under such views as these, the title to the Con-
queror, to whom it is dedicated, may lead us to consider
what a wonderful Saviour Christ who saves his people is.
To save them from sin : to raise them out of the ruins of the
fall: to save them in himself with an everlasting salvation :
to wash them from every impurity in his own blood: to
make them immutably righteous in his own obedience, and
to become the author of eternal redemption, to all them that
believe. This will exalt him in the minds of his peopl.e for
ever and ever. Christ himself, who searcheth the heart
and trieth the reins of the sons of men, well knew the
truth of the account here given concerning fallen man;
his heart, his thoughts, his views, his eads, his tempers,
his walk, his conduct. David, as enlightened by Christ,
and taught in his own mind from the Holy Spirit, the
awful truths here testified of, might well set his seal to
the same. The elect of God, oni of Adam’s posterity, as
taught by the Lord the Spirit, must confess the truth of all
spoken here concerning fallen man. May the Lord ac-
company our going through this Scripture, with such
light and teaching from his Holy Spirit, as may be for our
real benefit and advantage. Surely it is a most glorious

roof of Christ’s ineffable love to his Church of humaa race,
that he should come into qur world to save his people thus
fallen, and redeem them out of the hands of all their
enemies. Suppose we were to explain these words, which
are a part of the title of David, as implying the com-
passians of the true antitypical David towards his people,
even when in their sins, and in their blood; could you
think any thing amiss of it? [ trow not.

V. 1. To the Chief Musician, of Datid.

The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. They are
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that
doeth good.

All sin begins in the heart. Tt proceeds from thought.
Every one is, in the state of nature, an atheist, and an
infidel. He acts as though there were no God. He dis-
believes God’s existence in his nature —persons—and glo-
rious attributes. He furgets he was created in his image in
righteousness aud true holiness, He considers not the om-
niscience and omnipresence of God. This is the original
from whence all actual sin, in all its various and multiplied



