





































































































































































































































































































































































































1286 ANNIVERSAKY OF THE ATONEMENT KEPT UP. [PART. 2.

Lorpb commanded him, (compdre verses 1, 2:) amd the interest,
duty, and obedietice of the people, in al] comuined in ‘this Chap-
ter, is natttrally and netessarily involved therein. First, I shall
consider the perpetual obligation of this anmiversary: “This shall
-be an everlusting statute wntd you ;” meaning, that only Israel
was obliged theteby, as the adopted people of God, reluted to
himh by covenant: others might -enjoy the grace contaimed m
these otdinanices, but Israel only was bound also to the form
‘appointed immediately by God. It was a statute or decree, and
theréfore not to be at dhy time neglected or pustpomed, (see
Exod. xii. 14.) Now this “for ever,” being connected with “you,”
(the people,) as well as “statute,” (or thing decreed,) shows that
it reaches not beyond the time of Israel's ‘being auy longer a
people ; theréfore all cedssd ‘at the destruction of Jerusalem by
'the Romatis, when Lo-ammi was 'written apon the fore-front -of
'the Jewish nation, as in Gen. xiii. 15, xvii. 8, xlix. ‘96, 2 Sam.
vit. 16,1 Chron. xvii. 14: so Exod. =li. 14, ¥5, x%i. 6, Num, x.'8.
The shadows continue, until the substance come; for-only the
things which cannot be shaken remuin for ever: and -even bap-
tism and the Lotd's supper are orddined to comfort us, ouly -umtil
Christ cothe. Secondly, The @esigh of this everlasting stdtute
was, “to make an atonement for the ckildren of Israel, for all
their-sins, once a year.” Now :Christ-once appeared in the end
-dfithe wotld, to put away sin'by ‘the saerifice of ‘himself, (Heb.
-ix. 26°;) and ‘there can 'be-no relterdtion of the expidtion he
‘inade for'the sins of the whole wov¥ld ; for that ‘ore :atonemerit
‘edn never be fully investigated; seeing our high:priest is himself
eternal and almighty, (Rev.:i. 8, Isa. xliv. 8 ¢) s tighteoueness
and rellemption are eterndl, 8o is his gospel and covenant: dll is
expressetl'in the preaching of Christ; which is the end of all these
-Jewish ordinances, ‘the ‘udfolding of which to the'full would
refect wuch light concerning Him, who'is the fairedt of all fairs,
“the fouritdin of €1l blessetness, amd the-sum of all perfection; in
and by whomdll'the glory of Godheadshines forth,and is refledted
‘upon the ‘Church, 'both here and heredfter. And in that this
atonement was ‘made but once a year, and only on one duy otit of
the three hundred and sixty five ; :it shows, how ‘longisuffering
God is, in bearing with us for-weeks and montlss, in the: prospeet
-of the day 6f sdlvation; and also, how he would have Fsrael either
look back to the past, or proceed ‘to -the future anniversary,
not sticking at their preseiit state, whatever it might be. And
now thdt the acceptable year of Gotl's redeemed is come,
(Isa. Ixi. 2, Ixiii. 4;) let us refer theréto dll'the years that-are
padt, or thdt are yet'to come, according ‘to the long-suffering of
‘God'to usward, (2 Pet. iii. 9.) And as'for the strictness of  the
obsetvance of this anniversaty, and the blessedness eecompany-
ing the holylkeeping ‘of -t ; Fsa. Ivili. 18,14, fully expresses
both. 'Fite business- of the: peopte was, (o reét well-pleaset!: #ith









