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SERMON,

&c.

THE RIGHTEOUS HATH HOPE IN HIS DEATH,

BELOVED, I spoke last evening in the name of
the Lord ; I have been this afternoon and spoke
at the grave; I am now to speak again. Lest
I should forget the tribute of respect due to the
deceased, I will mention it therefore at the be-
ginning, by way of introduction to the Sermon,
that I have known Mr. Campbell about fourteen
years, and always found him a very sincere and
faithful friend. The first time he heard me
preach was at the chapel in Grub Street, Cripple-
gate, which was then occupied by the late Mr.
John Bradford ; my text wasapart of the last verse
of the third chapter of St. Matthew’s gospel: The
words were these, “ This is my beloved Son in
whom I am well pleased.” In discoursing from
them, I expressed myself thus, or in like expres-
sions : “ Beloved, if God the Father is so infi-
nitely and everlastingly well pleased with his
co-equal Son, as God-man Mediator, surely you
and I may be well pleased with him also!” This
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sentence was very particularly noticed by the de-
ceased at the time it was pronounced ;—it had
its weight on his mind, and he often mentioned
the same ; he expressed himself as wholly de-
pendant on Christ alone for salvation. A day
before his death, one of the Deacons of this
Church, of which he was a member, visited him,
and spake of the finished salvation of Christ;
to which he gave his full assent, saying, it was
the foundation of all his hope in God. A friend
went to prayer with him just before he died ; at
the close of which he expired. To the last he
had the use of his faculties. We have left his
corpse in the grave until the resurrection of the
just, in sure and certain hope of its then putting
on immortality.

My text on this occasion is very short, yet
very important;-—the words are, “ The dead
in Christ.” 1 Thess. iv. 16. The apostle in
this chapter endeavours to comfort the saints
belonging to the church of Christ at Thessa-
lonica, who had lost some of their fellow-mem-
bers by death, and would they should moderate
their grief, and not exceed therein; it being
unworthy of believers in Christ so to do. This
you have in the context, which begins at verse
18, “ But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
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no hope; for if we believe that Jesus died ang
rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him.” A most con;.
fortable consideration and a most important and
precious truth; death to saints is but sleep, it
is but falling asleep: they sleep in Jesus, and
he will awake them out of sleep.  He proceeds
with his subject, adding, * For this we say untp
you by the word of the Lord, that we, which are
alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord,
shall not prevent them which are asleep; for
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of Ged: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first.”

These words are all my text, < The dead in
Christ.” 1 shall aim to open and explain them
in going through the following particulars:

1st. 1 shall observe that death, as it respects
the saints in Christ, is, in the Old and New
Testament, expressed by the term sleep.

2d. The scriptures abound with the fol-
lowing expressions: In Christ— living in
Christ—dying in Christ—sleeping in Christ.
And in our text we have this very singular
expression, The dead in Christ.

3d. I will close with the blessedness of « the
dead in Christ,”

I am first to set hefore you that death, as it



THE LATE MR. CAMPBELL. 185

respects the saints in Christ, is, both in the Old
and New Testament, set forth under the simi-
litude of sleep. We read, So David slept with
his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.
1 Kingsii. 10. In the New Testament it is thus,
for David after he had served his own generation,
by the will of God, fell on sleep. Acts xiii. 36.
Tt is said of Solomon and others of the kings of
Judah, speaking of their deaths, “ So Solomon
and others slept with their fathers.” Our Lord
Jesus Christ spake of death under this term,
“our friend Lazarus sleepeth.” e was ac-
tually dead; his body and soul were separated,
the one in heaven, the other a corpse. “ Our
friend Lazarus sleepeth, but T go that I may
awake him out of sleep. Then said his disci-
ples, Lord, if he sleep he shall do well.  How-
Leit Jesus spake of his death, but they thought
that he had spoken of taking rest in slecp.
Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is
dead.” John xi. 11—14. It is said of Stephen,
he was stoned, calling upon God and saying,
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  And he knrecled
down and cried with a loud veice, Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge: and when he had said
this he feil asleep. Acts vit, 39, 40. The apostle,
speaking of the five hundred brethren to whom
the Lord appeared after his resurrection, says
of those who had been removed by death from
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the others, some are fallen aslecp. 1 Cor. xv. 6,
In the verses going before my text, he speaks
of dead saints, as asleep. I would not have you
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep. He after this speaks of all the righ-
teous dead, as sleeping in Jesus. Them which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  Ac-
cording then to what our Lord and the apostle
after him hath spoken, death is to the bodies of
saints sleep.  They have no more to fear from
it than they have from sleep. Their natural
and refreshing rest, is a similitude of their
sleeping in their bodies the sleep of death.
When we consider that our Lord compares it
to sleep, it is very natural for us to apprehend,
it is to take off all fears concerning death and
dying: none of us fear sleep, none of us can
define it, none of us can prevent it; nor can
we say when it comes on us. We sometimes feel
its approach, we fall asleep and know nothing
of it—we awake out of it—we are refreshed by
it—and are fitted thereby for more service and
usefulness.  Just so death comes on us gra-
dually : it may be, we feel its approach, yet,
when it does its office, 1t 1s over in a moment:
the spirit is removed, the body is changed, it
is a corpse, its sense and members are all shut
up in deep sleep, the sleep of death. The
bodies of saints are in the arms of Jesus, they
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sleep in him; it will fit the body for its being
awaked out of sleep in the morn of the glorious
resurrection. The grave is the bed in which it
rests; Christ will awake it out of sleep; what
then have real saints to fear from it? nothing;
yet almost all fear death. Some think and say,
we shall lose all our friends, our comforts, our
bodies, our senses, and members, at death; we
shall go nakedly, and without a guide, into the
unseen state; we know not what we shall see
and converse with there; we cannot be recon-
ciled to the thoughts of dying; we dread the
article of dissolution. Beloved, give me leave
to say, in all this there are some mistakes, and
a great deal of needless and unbelieving fears
and false apprehensions. If you are Christ's
and he is yours, if your souls are bound up in
the bundle of life with him, then death will not
deprive you of your friends. Such as are truly
yours in Christ, and are gone to him before you,
will be most comfortably enjoyed by you in
the heavenly state. Such of your friends in
Christ as you leave behind will soon follow
you. As to your comforts, if you are heavenly-
minded, they wili be of a heavenly nature, and
these will be greatly increased in the kingdom
of glory.  As to your bodies, you will not lose
them, they will be put in graves and sleep
sweetly in Jesus. The Lord said to Abraham,
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Thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace, thou shqy
be buried in a good old age. Gen. xv. 15. Aq
to all the senses and members of the body, they
will not be lost nor cease for ever: it is trye,
they will be differently exercised than they are
now, but the body and every member of it wij}
be raised, or it could not be the resurrection of
the body. Our Lord Jesus Christ says, ng
this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that
of all which he hath given me, I should lose nothing,
(no part or member of the body) buz should raise
it up again at the last day. John vi. 39. Asit
respects a guide at death, we shall have the
same as all our predecessors belonging to the
household and family of faith have had. Itis
recorded to the honour of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that he was their God ; they sung it out to his
praise, This God is our God, for ever and ever: he
will be our guide even unto death. Ps. xlviii. 14
And if this be not enough for us, himself saith,
individually, to all his people, I will never, never,
never leave thee, I will never, never forsake thee.
Heb. xiii. 5. We shall neither pass out of the
body without Christ, nor enter heaven but by
him, for it is he who will present us faultless
before the presence of his glory, with exceeding
Joy. Jude 24. In the article of death, ther®
will be a momentary suspension of our sensé$
whilst the change by dissolution takes place o®
the body ; which being the passage to heavel



THE LATE MR. CAMPBELL. 189

we shall see Christ in his person, be admitted
by him into his kingdom of glory. We shall
see elect saints and angels in their glorified
forms, and be as suited to them, and they will
be so familiar with us, that we shall be quite
happy with their company, and in the know-
ledge of them. As it respects not being recon-
ciled to death, why should we not, seeing it
is the King’s highway to heaven? it is conse-
crated for us by the death of Christ. Never any
but two were admitted to heaven in their bo-
dies without death. FEnoch and Elijah were
translated thither in their bodies, yet they un-
derwent a change in them, to fit them for the
glorified state, equal to the change which must
pass on us by death. As it respects dreading
the immediate article of dissolution, it will be
just the same as it is with all saints, neither more
nor less, I conceive, in the very act of separation
between the body and the soul; it is just so easy,
that nothing is felt. If you think otherwise, we
know it is but bodily and short; death, when it
comes, never departs till it hath finished its
office. Job was so fully reconciled to it, that he
says, I know that thou wilt bring me to death,
and to the house appointed for all living.” He
speaks of deathand him as friends, who would,
n God’s time and way, meet together as such.
Indeed, death is reckonedamong the inventory of
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Christian blessings; AUl things are yours, whethe,
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or lif,
or death, or things present, or things to come ; q)
are yours, and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is Gods,
1 Cor. iil. 21, 22, 23. Having shewed you that
death is, to real saints, a sleeping in Jesus; a5
the body falls asleep in his arms, and he at the
same instant receives the soul to himself, ang
admits it to immediate communion with him-
self in glory; I proceed,

2dly. To observe, the scriptures abound
with the following expressions: in Christ—
living in Christ—dying in Christ—sleeping in
Jesus: and in my text we have it, The dead
in. Christ; which I will attempt to open and
explain.

To be in Christ, is the first and greatest of all
blessings. Paul says of such and such, Who
alsowere in Christ before me. Rom. xvi. 7. He
says, For me to lve is Christ.  Philip. i. 2L
Christ, by a voice from heaven, pronounced,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.
Rev. xiv. 13.  Paul says, Suck as sleep in Jesus,
which distinguished them from others who are
in their graves; and in my text, hestyles such
as sleep in Jesus, the Lord’s dead. This is very
agreeable with what he wrote to the saints at
Rome, saying to them, For none of us liveth 10
himself, and no man dieth to himself; for whether
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we live, we live unto the Lord, and whether we
die, we die unto the Lord : whether we live there-
fore or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end,
Christ both died and rose, and revived, that he
might be the Lord both of the dead and living.
Chap. xiv. 7, 8, 9. Which expresses the lord-
ship and propriety Christ hath in all his saints,
both living and dead. The propriety Christ
hath in them, arises from his union unto them :
he was one with them, and they were one with
him, before alltime ; they were in him before the
foundation of the world. This was the fruit
of God’s everlasting love to their persons in
Christ, of which the apostle speaks in the fol-
lowing words: “ Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ: according as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy, and without blame before
him in love. Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children, by Jesus Christ to him-
self, according to the good pleasure of his will,
to the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein
he bhath made us accepted in the Beloved.”
Eph. i. 3—6. Here is the high original of our
being, and well-being in Christ; it is owing to
the good pleasure of God's will, out of the in-
finity of love wherewith he loves his own elect,
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that he chose them in Christ before the found,.
tion of the world. Christ was chosen to be thej;
head, and they were in him as members in 4
head before the world was ;—chosen in Christ;
so that Christ is the head in election, and he
represented his people as their head ; they were
in him. Herein is contained their blessedness;
the whole election of grace were at one and
by the same act of the Father, in Christ from
everlasting. The apostle, writing to his be-
loved son Timothy, says of God, “ Who hath
saved us, and called us with an holy calling;
not according to our works, but according to
his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”
2 Epist. 1. 9. Where the apostle says, “such
were in Christ before him,” he speaks of the
manifestation of this: to be in Christ, is of all
the acts of God the greatest towards us. Itis
because the elect were in Christ, he undertook
for them in the everlasting covenant with the
divine Father before all time; it is because
they were in him, that they are saved in him
with an everlasting salvation; it is by the ope-
ration of the Holy Ghost, within and upon
them, they are, in due time, quickened with a
spiritual and everlasting life in their minds, and
translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son-
The Holy Spirit having begotten them agaib



THE LATE MR. CAMPBELL, 193

to a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead; he is pleased to reveal
Christ unto them; he gives them the true
knowledge of Christ from the word ; he enables
them to believe in Christ for life everlasting; he
gives them to receive Christ into their hearts;
he forms Christ in them the hope of glory.
Thus they are brought to know and believe
on Christ, to the saving of their souls. Paul
speaks of living to Christ, of walking in him,
of triumphing in him; and he expresses this
very clearly. He could not live on Christ
before he knew him, nor any further than
he knew him: so neither can we. To
know Christ, is the greatest blessing which
can be bestowed on us; to live to Christ, is
the next to it. The apostle tells us how he
knew Christ ; it was by revelation : “ When it
pleased God, who separated me from my mo-
ther’s womb, and called me by his grace, to re-
veal his Son in me.” Gal i. 15, 16. He says,
“To me to live is Christ;” and he sets before
us the whole contained in it, in these words,
“1 am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I
live yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by
the faith of the Son of God; who loved me,
d gave himself for me.” Gal. ii. 20, Christ
Was Paul’s life: not any spiritual act which he
)



194 8ERMON TO THE MEMORY OF

performed ; Christ liveth in me; and Chrigg
put forth the virtue of his life, death, buria),
resurrection, and ascension, in Paul’s mind
the effect of which was, he lived in the faxt]
of the Son of God, in the full belief that he
loved him, and gave himself for him. Payl
speaks of walking in Christ: “ As ye haye
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, waly
ye in him.” Col. ii. 6. This implies, that Christ
is the way to all communion with God. We walk
in Christ, by the same faith by which we re.
ceived him into our hearts; it is expressive of
steady dependance and constant reliance on
him, for every grace and blessing of salva-
tion. The apostle speaks also of triumphing in
Christ: “ Now thanks be unto God, whick
always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and
maketh manifest the savour of' his knowledge
by us in every place.” 2 Cor. 1i. 14. He speaks
it cencerning the gospel, how hxmself and others
were successful in preaching the same, and tr
umphed in Christ, over all opposition. We may
most assuredly apply the same to our daily "
umphs and victories in Christ, we being mor®
than conquerors through him that loved U*
Now, to sum up the design of what I had in
view, in observing that the scriptures about
with the expression—in Christ; the words ar¢*
Important, that it may be safely said, they are
as important and comprehensive, as any it the
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Bible.  Our election is in Christ, we were
chosen in him ; our life is in Christ, he is our
head; all our blessedness and blessings are in
him, we were blessed by the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ in him, before the
foundation of the world; we were saved in
him, saved with an everlasting salvation, our
redemption is in him, in whom we have re-
demption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
we have faith in him, he is the object and
subject of the same; we have hope in him,
« The Lord Jesus Christ our hope,”” so says
the apostle, 1 Tim. 1. 1. These expressions
shew that the knowledge of Christ; our living
in Christ, our walking in Christ, our rejoicing
in Christ, is altogether spiritual, and altogether
supernatural. The knowledge of Christ is
wholly above and beyond what mnature can
have the least conception of, let it be ever so
highly elevated; our faith in Christ, which is
nothing more nor less than what is contained in
our real appreliensions of him, and his salvation
is wholly and altogetber supernatural.  Such
also is our communion with him; we can ex-
press our views and knowledge of all this in
words, but we, who know most of the subject,
can make no impression of it on any man’s
mind, any more than Paul could of his rapture
02
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in Paradise and the third heaven, and of wlja¢
be heard and saw there. The life of faith i
wholly supernatural; the walk of faith is the
fruit of it; the triumph of faith springs oyt
of it; and Christ is the object and subject
of the whole. Believers in Christ die in Christ,
they sleep in Christ, and when their bodies are
in the graves, they are Christ’s dead. The union
between Christ and his church can never be
dissolved ; sin itself could mnot, God made
Christ sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him. Death itself
cannot, “ For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities;
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
TLord.” Rom. viii. 38, 39. No, nor any
thing which may befal any particular believer,
in the very article of death. The apostle John
heard a voice from heaven, saying, ¢ Write,
Blessed are the dead, which die in the Lord.”
Rev. xiv. 13. They are blessed in the very at-
ticle of death; they are blessed when death
closes up their eyes; they are blessed imme-
diately on their departure from their bodies;
they are blessed, as they are then absent from
the body, and present with the Lord: when



THE LATE MR. CAMPBELL. 197

their bodies are breathless corpses, then they
sleep in Jesus in union with him. Since, when
they are in their graves, upon the footing of
this union, they are the Lord’s dead; he hath an
interest and propriety in them; he is the Lord
both of the dead and living. This might well lead
us to consider the greatness of the mystery and
blessedness of being one with Christ, and of his
being one with us. We were so one in Christ, that
he lived for us, and his life is ours; 1t is our ever-
lasting perfeetion; we are made the righteous-
ness ot God in him. He is so one with us, that
that our very sins are transferred from us to
him, and he was made sin; he loved us and
washed us from our sins in his own blood. All
the elect were so one with Christ, that when he
lived, they lived in him; when he was crucified,
they were crucified in him; when he died, they
died in him; when he was buried, they were
buried in him; when he rose from the grave and
power of death, they rose in and together with
him; when he ascended, they ascended in
him ; yea, they are said to be ascended to heaven
in Christ. The apostle says, ¢ But God, who is
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ (by grace
ye are saved); and hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus; that in the ages to come, he
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might show the exceeding riches of his grace,
in his kindness towards us through Christ Jesys.
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast.”
Eph. ii. 4—9. It might also be said, we are
glorified with Christ, he being our head in
glory. And the apostle says, ‘° Moreover,
whom bhe did predestinate, them he also called;
and whom he called, them he also justified ; and
whom he justified, them he also glorified.”
Here is the golden chain of man’s salvation,
let down from heaven with every link in it.
The apostle might well add to all this, by way
of question, “ What shall we then say to these
things, if God be for us, who can be against us?”
Rom. viii. 30, 31.  When the Lord, and where
the Lord, and unto whom the Lord, the Spirit,
hath been pleased to give the understanding,
life, being, and existence, of these eternal, immu-
table, spiritual, and supernatural truths, no doubt
can be entertained of these important realities.
To such, Paul’s motto must be very clear; they
cannot but approve and adopt it: ¢ To us, t0
live is Christ, and to die is gain.” This brings
me to the close of my discourse, which I pro-
posed, and which is this.

3rdly. To set forth and declare the blessed-
ness of the dead in Christ: these being the
words of my text, “ The dead in Christ.”
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From effectual calling, to the end of our final
perseverance in the faith of Christ, 1s, with some,
short, with others, a long period.  With my-
self, it hath been a long space; I was effectually
wrought upon by the Holy Ghost when seven-
teen years old; I am now entered into my se-
ventieth: it is perseverance in grace is the
crown of it, and this only commences with
death: by it we get into the harbour of eternal
rest. It is most truly blessed to live in Christ,
it is more truly blessed to die in Christ: we are
then at our journey’s end, which we say, crowns
the action. The day of death, to every believer,
is better than the day of their birth; yea, than
their spiritual birth; they now laying aside
all sorrows, misery, and every other care, toge-
ther with the whole body of sin and death,
which they are never to know nor feel any more
of to all eternity. It is really surprising, that
saints, believers in Christ, should be reluctant
to die: it can be only accounted for thus, that
they are not living in the reai belief of the
truths and doctrines of the everlasting gospel,
It might make us all easy to die, as we consider
that there is no discharge in this war; that the
holy, the learned, the most useful, and such as
we esteem the most desirable, die. The be-
lieving patriarchs died; Moses and Aaron died;
all the prophets died. “ Your Fathers, whereare



200 SERMON TO THE MEMORY OF

they ? and the prophets, do they live for ever 3
No; nor the apostles of the Lord and Saviouy,
they are all removed by death into an invisible
world ; so shall, so must you and myself whe
are here present. The Lord hath pronounced
the following words, “ Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord.” The sentence of the
Lord over all flesh, contained in this immutable
statute and decree, * Dust thou art, and unto
unto dust shalt thou return,” cannot be re-
pealed; no, it cannot: yet the voice from
heaven is all-sufficient to lift up our minds
beyond it, to a holy joy, and triumph over it.
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself died; his soul
and body were separated by death, as yours and
mine also must be. He went in his soul out of
the body, by the separation of the one from the
other, as we also shall go. It is of eternal
concernment to all his saints, what he said
immediately before he expired; Luke alone re-
cords it; “ And when Jesus had cried with a
loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I
commend my spirit; and having said thus, he
gave up the ghost.” Chap. xxiii. 46, All
which is very important and consolatory. He
cried with a loud voice; this shewed he was not
exhausted by any, or by all the sufferings which
he had sustained and passed through. It also
shews that death could not touch him, without
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it was his own will and pleasure, to give it his
royal command. It also shews he was a con-
gueror in his death; he hath abolished death, he
destroyed death, and him that had the power
of it, that is, the devil : yet the consolation con-
tained in these words exceeds even this. For
as our Lord died as the public head and repre-
sentative of all his people, so his last prayer,
which hath been, and may well be styled, his
commendatory or recommendatory prayer, con-
cerned the whole election of grace. He did,
as one expresses it, bind up the souls of all his
beloved ones in one bundle with his own; he
then made a solemn surrender of them into the
hands of his divineFather, committing all to him,
and making them his care and charge, saying,
‘ Father, mnto thy hands I commend my spirit;”
then he gave up the ghost. This is very satis-
factory ; it serves to give light into these words,
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
his saints.” This can only be, by the dying and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ; it is his death
which perfumes all heaven; it is the perfume of
which renders the persons, lives, and death of
saints precious in the sight of the Lord; it must
be true blessedness, in living and dying moments,
to be putting our trust in this great and public
act of Christ’s, his committing and commending
all the souls of his people together with his.own,
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into the hands of his divine Father. What cap
believers have then to care or fear, or be trouy-
bled about, concerning their departure out of
the world? Nothing. Our Lord says to them,
¢ Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house
are many mansions; if it were not so I should
have told you; I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you unto myself, that
where T am ye may be also.” John xiv. 1—3. It
is most truly blessed to go over in our minds these
most consolatory subjects, which, as we enter
into them, carry us above all fears and concerns
about death. As the Lord’s, there is no death
for us; it is a passage from one state to another;
it is not death properly speaking, it is a ceasing
to live as we do now, that we may live with
Christ, and live as be does in glory.  Believers
die in their bodies that they may be absent from
them, and present with the Lord.  The Lord
Jesus Christ pronounces them blessed in the ar-
ticle of death; they must be so, because they
die in him: it is impossible they should die out
of him. They are in him; their souls and bodies
are united to the body and soul of Christ, God-
man ; they are interested in him, and he is inter-
ested in them. He says, “because 1 live, ye shall
live also.” They die in communion with him: I do
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got mean that they have real and visible com-
munion with the Lord Jesus Christ in the act of
dying, and in the article of death. Some of
them have, some of them have not, this is all as
the Lord himself pleases ; yet, howsoever it may
be, respecting our Lord’s gracious and manifes-
tative presence with his dying friends, he will
most assuredly make them truly blessed, as it
respects the care of them. So soon as the
body drops they sleep in Jesus, which must be
very blessed. Them that sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him: this could not be, if their
souls were not with him all the while the body
is resting in the grave. It is the body sleeps
the slecp of death, not the soul: the prophet
John says, “ I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
come down from God out of heaven, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband.” Rev. xx1. 2.
Which, I conceive, must be considered as all
the elect of God descending in their souls with
Christ, that he might raise their bodies, and
receive them. So that, being completed in
body and soul, the whole election of grace
might be made perfectly conformable to their
divine Lord. The expression, “the dead in
Christ,” carries in it something very sweet and
precious; it shews, that even in the very grave
there is a vast difference and distinction among
the dead.  They all sleep—but they do not all
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sleep in Jesus; they are all dead—but they are
not all of them ¢ The dead in Christ;” they
will all arise—but they will not all rise by
virtue of union to Christ, and as the fruit of hig
glorious resurrection. He says, “ I am the
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live;
and whosoever liveth and believeth on me,
shall never die.” John xiv. 25, 26. Itis a
very comfortable thought, that the Lord’s dead
are all numbered ; they will all again revive—
they will, each individual body, be raised. Thus
saith the grcat Messiali, concerning all that
sleep in him, “ Thy dead men shall live; to-
gether with my dead hody shall they arise;
awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; for thy
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall
cast out her dead.” Isaiah xxvi. 19. It will be
blessed to be numbered with the Lord’s dead.
Believers need not fear to lie where Christ was
lajd before them: when the grave is opened
ta receive any of the bodies of the saints, it is
that we may see the place where the Lord lay,
and be most truly pleased with the prospect of
sleeping in the grave, because he slept there
before us.  He rose with triumph from it, and
sung his victory over it, saying, ¢ I will ransom
them from the power of the grave, I will re-
deem them from death : O death, I will be thy
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plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction;
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.
Hosea xiii. 14. To be in Christ, is to be
plessed; to know Christ, is life eternal; to be-
lieve on Christ, is the fruit of it; to live in
Chiist, is the cordial of life; to die in Christ,
is to be blessed indeed; to sleep the sleep of
death in union with Jesus, is most truly re-
freshing ; to be the Lord’s dead, is our security
and assurance of our resurrection unto life im-
mortal : the trumpet shall sound, and the dead,
that is, the dead in Christ, shall be raised, and
living saints shall be changed; ““ For this corrup-
tible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality; so when this corrup-
tible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be broughttopass the saying, Deathis swallowed
upin victory. O death,whereis thysting? O grave,
where is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin,
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. xv. 53—57.
On the resurrection morn, Christ will set the
bodies of his saints at everlasting freedom from
death and the grave; ¢ Who shall change our
vile body that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body, accerding to the working whereby
heis able even to subdueall things unto himself,
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Phil. 1ii. 21.  Surely, in the views and belief op
these gospel truths, we may well get above all
feats of death, and shout with holy triumph’
«“ For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth ”
May the Lord accompany with his presence
and blessing the truths which have been dej;.
vered, if it please him, so that we may really
live in sight and apprehension of a glorious im.
mortality ! I will end with the words of Christ.
¢ The hour is coming, in the which, a]l that are
in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth: they that have done good, unto the re-
surrection of life; and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”
John. v. 28, 29. May the Lord speak home
this word, to each and every one of us!—Amen.
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Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinkeik of
this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh
of the water that 1 shall give him shall never thirst:
but the water that I shall give him, shall be in him a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.

Tue ever-blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, the co-equal and co-essential
Three, in the one incomprehensible Godhead,
have made a clear revelation of their oneness
in Essence, Glory, Eternity, and Blessedness in
the sacred page. They have fully shone forth
in the uttermost display and manifestation of
the same in Christ, who is both God and man
in one person. Herein consists the glory of
the Bible’s God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness; in it, and by it, He hath
shined and doth shine upon his renewed people,
and gives them the light of the knowledge of
his glory, in the face or person of Jesus Christ.
And God is, in love, grace, mercy, and salva-
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tion to his whole church, that he is to them
«in Christ.” So that, what God is, that Christ
is, and what Christ is, that God is to us in Him.
He hath realized his love, and all he is, and will
be to his whole church, for ever and ever; in the
person, gift, work, offices, and mediation of his
beloved Son. The mission and incarnation of
the Lord Jesus Christ to and in our world, are
an open exhibition of the same. We have in
the chapter, out of which I have read my text,
a record of the infinite grace and condescension
of our most precious Lord in the days of his
flesh.  Blessings on him! he spent his whole
life in doing good. He cast out devils; he
healed every sickness and every disease amongst
the people. Whilst he was here below, he con-
versed with sinners; if he had not, he could
have conversed with none in our world, for all
the whole human race have sinned in the first
Adam, and are come short of the glory of God.
The evangelist gives us an account of a most
glorious display of our Lord’s grace. The
chapter begins thus, “ When therefore the
Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus made and baptized more disciples than
John.” By the Pharisees here, I conceive we
are to understand, such of them as were mem-
bers of the Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, and not
Simply those who professed themselves to be of
P
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that particular sect. Those were very jealous of
Christ; theyhad their eyes on him; they had their
spies to watch him in all his motions, let him be
where he might ; they were informed the number
of his disciples increased ; that they were more
than John’s were; that they were baptized by
him; this increased their jealousy. A part of the
report was not true; ¢ Jesus himself baptized
not.” It was his disciples did this; no doubt
but it was done in his name, and he approved
of it. Qur Lord, to avoid the rage of these his
enemies, left Judea, where he now was, and de-
parted again into (ralilee, which was our Lord’s
stated diocese.  Ile preached and did most of
his mighty works in these parts. In his journey
“ he must needs go through Samaria,” which
had been the royal city of the ten tribes, and
many of their kings had made it the chief place
of their residency. The necessity of our Lord’s
going there, was to look up, and take under his
care, one, and mwany more poor sinners, whom
he had his eyes upon from everlasting. And
the time now cawme, for him to reveal and make
himselt' known unto them. In his journey he
came to a city of ¢ Samaria called Sychar, O
Shechem, near to the parcel of ground that
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Hele was Jacob's
well.  Our Lord, who was as truly man as he was
truly God, being weary with his journey, sab
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on the well; it was about twelve o’clock at noon.
As he sat, a woman came from thecity of Samaria
to draw water; Jesus saith unto her, Give me to
drink. His disciples were not present, for they
were gone away into the city to buy meat. In
reading the New Testament, we should not over-
jook the testimonies given therein of our Lord’s
humanity ; he took into union with his person
our nature, with all the sinless infirmities of it.
The woman is not pleased ; one whom she per-
ceives to be a Jew—to him she says, ¢ How
isit, that thou being a Jew, askest drink of me,
which am a woman of Samatia? for the Jews
have no dealings with the Samaritans.” To
this our Lord rejoins, “If thou knewest the gift
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give
me to drink, thou wouldest have asked him, and
he would have given thee living (or life-giving)
water.” By which the Holy Ghost is intended ;
this will afterwards appear. Mr. Romaine used
toread it, Life-giving water. Not only water of
life, but water which gives life; and where, and
unto whom it is given, it will continue the
b]essing of life for evermore. It may have
been observed, our Lord was pleased to speak
of himself and spiritual things, by outward
]“‘ao‘es and figures, yet he frequently adds to
ﬂ‘%e, to shew, that the superiority of the
things signified, exceed the things they were ex-
Pa
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pressed by. Ifhe compares himself to bread, he ig
the “bread of life; the bread of God ; the livine
or life-giving bread.” If he speaks of himself
as a door, he adds by way of emphasis, “T ap,
the door.” If he speaks of himself under the
similitude of a vine, he adds, “ 1 am the trye
vine.” “The woman saith unto hin, Sir, thoy
hast nothing to draw with, and the well i3 deep;
from whence then hast thou that living water?
Art thou greater than our Father Jacob, which
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself,
and his children, and his cattle?” We come
now to our text, which contains a reply to the
woman, ¢ Jesus answered and said unto her,
Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that
I shall give him, shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him, shall be in hima
well of water springing up into everlasting
life.” In opening and explaining these words,
I shall aim at the following subjects.

1st. That there is nothing out of Christ 0f
beside Christ, can satisfy the mind. Whosoevef
drinketh of this water shall thirst again. This
is a positive assertion.

od. There is soul satisfaction in CLrist
« But whosoever drinketh of the water that !
shall give him, shall never thirst.”

ad. An inquiry what this water is.
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4th. The account which Christ himself gives
of it, and the continual fruit and effect of the
same, to him to whom it is given. “The water
that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.”

Ist. I am to shew that there is nothing out
of Christ or beside Christ, can satisfy the mind.
I make this use of part of my text, and it is de-
duced from this; “ Whosoever drinketh of this
water shall thirst again.” We are fallen crea-
tures; as such we can find no real satisfaction
i» ourselves. Itis not to be found in the whole
creation of God. Every thing perisheth in the
using. We may seek it in the gratification
of our senses, but there it is not to be found.
There was one man who was determined to be
happy : he entered on his pursuit after it;
he tried honours, riches, pleasures, both na-
tural and commendable; he had some of the
finest gardens in the world; his riches were
immense; his retinue was splendid; his cha-
riots, horses, aud horsemen, were beyond ex-
ample; he had a very strong and vigorous
constitution; he enjoyed every thing his heart
was set upon ; yet he found no real satisfaction
i it. None ever yet exceeded him, so that he
spake it out by way of question, to which no
answer has ever yet been returned, ¢ What
can the man do which cometh after the king?”
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Never any enjoyed more than Solomon, of
earthly good; he sucked the very essence of
every pleasure ; he enjoyed the whole that his
mind could contain of rational and sensitive
delight; yet he found an inexpressible bitter-
ness in the same. He was constrained to cry
out and pronounce with his own lips, “ All is
vanity and vexation of spirit.” 1 think this
may be received by us as full proof, that every
thing out of Christ, and beside Christ, is inca-
pable of giving real satisfaction to the mind of
man. The Lord God never created man to
have happiness inherent in himself, nor angel
either; himself is the fountain of happiness
in Christ Jesus to his saints and angels above,
and to his saiuts below. There 1s no happiness,
no, not in heaven itself, cut of Christ. There
1s not one individual on earth happy, let them
think or say what they may, but such as know
Christ and bave communion with him in his
salvation, and with the Father in him, through
the indwelling of the Lord the Spirit.  All out
of Christ is sin, misery, and damnation. It
1s real grace to apprehend and believe this. Our
Lord says to the woman, speaking of the water
of Jacob’s well, “ Whosoever drinketh of this
water shall thirst again.”

But, ¢nd, there 1s soul salvation in Christ.
This 15 implied in what our Lord says, * But
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whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him, shall never thirst.” This is a positive
assertion, expressed by Christ hiniself’; to which
all the saints in all ages, and throughout all ge-
nerations, have most cordially sct their seals
with the most cheerful and hearty approba-
tion. To shew Christ is all-sufficient to give
the mind real, present, and everlasting satisfac-
tion, let it be observed, * It hath pleased the
Father, that in him should all fulness dwell.”
If all fulness dwells in Christ, there can be no-
thing out of Christ but emptiness; and none
but such as are in Christ, can have communion
with him. Their wants can only be supplied,
but as the Lord Jesus is pleased to have and
hold communion with them. 'Those who have
the knowledge of the person of Jesus, must find
him to be a soul-satisfying object; they cannot
but find him to be a soul-satisfying subject.
He outshines all Heaven; he exceeds all upon
Earth: he is the perfection of beauty; he is an
eternal excellency; he is life everlasting; his
righteousness is everlasting ; his salvation is
everlasting ; his redemption is eternal; his
blood is the purity and perfection of all his
saints; they are saved in him with an ever-
lasting salvation; they are complete in him
when they are brought to the true knowledge
of him from the Word, and by the Holy Spirit,
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they then knowing him and the power of his re-
surrection, do find and prove that he is gracious
and full of compassion. There is that in the
person of Christ, which delights the vast mind
of God himself. He says, “ Behold mine Elect
in whom my soul delighteth.”  Isaiah xlii. 1.
Surely if the person of Christ, God-man, i3 an
all-sufficient object to attract the mind of God
himself, there must be an all-sufficiency to sa-
tisfy the mind of any who are enlightened to
know him, and to behold him.  The person of
Christ is attracting ; the love of Christ is that
which creates heaven in the mind; the mercy
of Christ is soul-comforting; the salvation of
Christ is suited to every malady, the soul, by
reason of sin, is the subject of. The communion
Christ holds with his people, and which he ad-
mits them to have and hold with him, i1s a most
complete antidote for all the miseries of this
present life, and for what they may feel in the
very article of death.  Such as know him, find
all good in him; they are dead to all below and
beside him; they thirst for none but him; all
earthly good is not any thing in their view and
estimation, in comparison with himself, and the
unsearchable riches of his grace.

So that in them our Lord’s words are truly re-
alized.  The water that I shall give him, shall
quench this thirst after the things of time and
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sense, so as to conceive his chief good lies in
them. For he that drinketh in desire and af-
fection after these, shall thirst again and never
be satisfied. “ But he,” says Christ, “ whoso-
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him,
shall never thirst.” Not but he will ever be
desirous of more and fuller draughts of Christ’s
love in the sensible enjoyments and communi-
cations of the same to his mind ; but yet, he that
drinketh of the water of life which is the gift
of Christ, as there 1s soul-satisfaction therein,
so he will be abundantly satisfied hercwith.
Here I would observe, it is a most invaluable
blessing to know the doctrine of the Holy
Trinity and their acts in grace towards us, as
revealed and stated in the written word. As the
divine Persons are distinct in their subsisting in
the Essence existing, and whilst three in one,
and one in three, yet they have but one will:
so in the acts of the co-equal Three in a dis-
pensary way of grace toward the Elect, whilst
their acts in grace are distinct and spoken of
as such, yet they proceed from one and the
same will in the divine Persons, yet under dif-
ferent modifications thereof.  Election is at-
tributed to the Father, salvation to the Son,
Effectual calling and bringing the elect out of
darkness into marvellous light, is the work as-
signed to the Holy Ghost.  Election is an act
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of God’s, which is already past. It was his
good pleasure to love an innumerable company
of Adam’s posterity, and choose them in Christ
before the world began, It was on the fore-
views of the fall of these in Adam their nature
head, he was pleased to will their salvation
above and beyond all the ruins of the Fall, by
the incarnation, life, death, burial, resarrection,
and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. It
was the one will of each of the divine Persons,
that these redeemed ones should be quickened
with spiritual and eternal life ; should be made
partakers of a spiritual and supernatural birth;
and by this means be made meet for the spiri-
tual inheritance with the saints in light. This
was to be the work and office of the Holy
Ghost. Now it is well with us, to keep these
subjects in their proper place. The Father hath
manifested bis love to the Elect, in so loving,
as to give his only begotten Son to be made sin
and a curse for thew. The Lord Jesus Christ
hath manifested his love to these, in bearing
their sins in his own body on the tree; in
bringing in an everlasting righteousness for our
justification ; in washing them from their sins
in his own blood; and bringing them nigh to
God. In him the whole election of grace are as
completely saved as they will be in heaven toall
eternity. But they are not partakers of this
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salvation until the Holy Ghost is pleased to
translate them out of darkness into the king-
domn of God’s dear Son.

They were in Christ from everlasting ; they
were saved in Christ in the fulness of time;
and they are brought to the knowledge of
Christ and their interest in him, by the ope-
ration of the Holy Ghost on their minds, and
within them. This leads me to the 3d parti-
cular, To an enquiry what this water i1s, Christ
speaks of in the text; ** But whosoever drinketh
of the water that I shall give him, shall never
thirst.” To thisT reply, it is the Spirit.  He
is set forth under this symbol in the word, and
Christ himself spoke thus on the great day
which closed the feast of tabernacles. I will
quote the passage; it is in the seventh chapter
of this gospel, verses 37, 38, 39.  “ In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Jesusstood and
cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come
unto me and drink. He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water.” These words were
spoken by Christ; the next, which are the ex-
planation of them, are the evangelist’s.  “ Eut
this spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus
was not yet glorified.”  Churist, the Spivit, the
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gospel, and spiritual blessings, are, in the scrip-
tures of the Old Testament, expressed by rain,
dew, waters. Moses says, “ My doctrine shall
drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the
dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb,
and as the showers upon the grass: because
I will publish the name of the Lord, ascribe
ye greatness unto our God.” Deut. xxx1i. 9—4.
The Psalmist, speaking of Christ, saith, “ He
shall come down like rain upon the mown
grass; as showers that water the earth.” Psalm.
The prophet, speaking in the name of the Lord,
says, ¢ For I will pour water upon him that is
thirsty, and floods-upon the dry ground : I will
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing
upon thine offspring.” Isaiah xliv. 8. So also
the gospel, and ordinances of the same, are re-
presented under the same figures.  Ho, every
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.”
Isaiah 1lv. 1. Our Lord, in his conference with
Nicodemus, saith, “ Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God.” Is it not most un-
accoumntably strange, any should start up, and
make it out that Christ is here speaking of
himself! that we were born again in him! for
there are those who assert this absurdity, that
he is the man born again. Ought not thos¢
very high-flown persons to read the words of
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the fifth verse of the same chapter, in which
our Lord says, “ Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Ixcept a man be born of water, and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” Let such read the next two following
verses: ¢“ That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye
must be born again.”” Jesus Christ spake the
former, and he also spake the latter words.
v. 6, 7. I would be bold to say of myself, as
one of the elect of God, that I was in Christ
before the world was. I was in Christ, before
the Lord, when Jesus bowed his head on the
cross, and said, ¢ Itis finished.” I would also
declare, that the birth of Christ laid the foun-
dation of my spiritual new birth into him,
I would confess freely, that all my sins, both
original and actual, were actually removed out
of the sight of; and from before the Lord, by the
one offering of Jesus, which perfecteth for
ever the putting away of sin. Yet I dare not
say I was born again when the Lord Jesus
Christ was born into this world. I neither say
nor think so; I say, God forbid I should.
Beloved, I by no means would detract from
the honour and glory of Christ; my meetness
for glory is in regeneration. The Lord Jesus
Christ shall for ever and ever wear the sole
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glory of saving me in himself with an ever-
lasting salvation. Yet I would not rob the
Holy Spirit of the glory of his grace, in cre-
ating me anew in Christ Jesus, and forming
Christ in me, and in forming me for his
praise. My meetness for heaven and glory
is not in Christ; my title for heaven and
glory is in him; my meetness is in the work
of the Holy Ghost in me. The Holy Ghost
hath made me a partaker of a supernatural
faculty, by the which I am enabled to know,
taste, apprehend, and receive the things of
Christ; to understand the subject of God’s
everlasting love; to receive it into my en-
lightened understanding ; to have a real taste,
relish, and experience of the same in my heart;
so as to have the same enjoyment of it as the
Psalmist had when he said, *“ Oh taste and see
how good the Lord is; blessed is the man that
trusteth in Him.” Sirs, we do not mean that
the Lord works on our corrupt natures; he does
not turn our sin into holiness; nor does he
work on old Adam nature. Noj; but hecreates
in our souls a new nature; and he works on
the faculties of the same. He turns us from
darkness to light, and out of the kingdom of
darkness he translates us into the kingdom of
his dear Son. The Lord Jesus Christ died for
us when we were sinners and ungodly ; the
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Spirit of life from God enters into us when we
are dead in trespasses and sins. He quickens us
with life in Christ; He makes us partakers of a
new, spiritual, and supernatural birth: in the
which we have a new understanding given us
to know Christ; to receive him; to believe on
him; to enjoy communion with him. We are
hereby fitted for heaven and glory. It is
herein and hereby we are made meet to be the
partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in
light. The apostle, on the same subject says,
“ But after that, the kinduness and love of God
our Saviour toward man appeared. Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the wash-
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly, through
Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified
by his grace, we should be made heirs accord-
ing to the hope of eternal life.”” Titus iii. 4—7.
I must here observe, our Lord began his conver-
sation with the woman of Samaria, in speaking
of the Spirit. And he spake of him as set
forth by water, and living water.  Look back
to verse 10. ¢ Jesus said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith unto thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest
have asked of Him, and he would have given
thee living water.” That is, the IHoly Ghost;
who, according to the economy of the cove-
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nant, is the gift, both of the Father and the
Son. God the Father hath given himself unto
the church, with all the blessings of his love,
to be their portion and inheritance; He hath
expressed it in so loving, as to give his only
begotten Son. Christ hath so loved the church
that he gave himself for us, and he gives him-
self, with all the blessings of his salvation,
untous. And the Holy Ghost, who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son, He is given to
glorify Christ in us; to testify of Jesus unto
us; to shed abroad the Father’s love in our
hearts. All God’s grace, and the fruits of i,
are gifts; Christ is the gift of God. The per-
son of the Holy Ghost, to live in us, and to
make us like and conformable unto Christ,
is the gift of God. Heaven and eternal
life—this also is the gift of God; all flows
from free grace, which is nothing but the ex-
pressions of God’s good will and favour towards
us in Christ Jesus. “The gift of God is eter-
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Itis
by virtue of the union which subsists between
Christ and his members, and in consequence
of the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ,
which is upon them by imputation, that the
Lord the Spirit descends, and enters into them,
and takes possession of them; so that it is the
fruit of Christ’s ascension, Christ, when risen
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from the dead, breathed on his disciples,
“saying, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” And
when ascended into heaven, and seated on the
right hand of the Majesty on high, he shed the
Holy Ghost richly upon them, so that they and
the whole church were filled with the Holy
Ghost, and spake the wonderful works of God.
The Holy Three are in the essence coequal
and coeternal. In the economy of the cove-
nant, they act mutually, yet personally and
distinctly ; yet they glorify each other. Nei-
ther do or will they break in upon each other,
in their offices of grace toward the elect; they
give equal glory to each other: the Father
glorifies the Son; the Son glorifies the Father;
the Holy Ghost glorifies the Father and the
Son; and they each glorify Him, and that in
such a way, as keeps up the truth of their per-
sonal subsistences in the Godhead, and also
their personal acts, and distinct offices and
operations in the covenant of grace. The
Lord Jesus Christ, by his life of obedience,
and death of sufferings, glorified the Divine
Father who sent him ; and by his entrance into
Heaven, made way for the Holy Spirit. He
came from Heaven, to crown Christ in the
hearts of his people, so as they might con-
tinually exalt him. I will now come to my last
Q



226 RERMON ON THE INDWELLING

particular, which I gave in the division of my
present subject.

4th. The account which Christ himself gives
of the water of life, which he had been speak-
ing of; and the continual fruit and effect
of it, to him to whom it is given: ¢ The
water that I shall give him, shall be in him a
well of water, springing up into everlasting
life.”

The work of regeneration is the work of the
Holy Spirit within us. We have spiritual
faculties created in our renewed minds. In
which consists our spiritual capacity to know
Christ, to receive Christ, to have communion
with Christ, to enjoy him, to have and hold
communion with him. In all which we are
wholly passive. The Lord the Spirit is the sole
agent of all this; we are the subjects on whom
he works, and within whom he works. It is he
who works - we are his workmanship, he works
the work o1 regeneration once forall; the work
of Christ is a finished salvation, the work of
regeneration is as perfect as the work of salva-
tion. Once wrought, it remains the same IB
the soul for ever. The Holy Ghost dwells in
the mind. He upholds it. He possesses it
He opens the faculties. He enlightens them-
He presents Christ to the renewed mind. He
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takes of the things of Christ’s person, love,
mercy, blood, righteousness, fulness, riches,
&c. &c. and shews the same unto the mind, so
as these subjects are understood, received, and
the heart is opened to receive them, and thus
the Lord Jesus is magnified and glorified. Our
Lord says, “ The water that I shall give you,
shall be in you.” Some say, the Holy Ghost
works within us, without working any thing
within us. If so, then what are we the better
for this? That he hath externally wrought on
some, in whom he never wrought internally, we
deny not. The case of Balaam, Caiaphas, and
those apostates spoken of in the 6th chapter of
the Hebrews, are awful instances of it. The
Spirit of God came upon Balaam: he saw the
good of Israel, and the Lord’s goodness unto
them. He uttered some glorious prophecies
toncerning them. He said, “ Let me die the
death of the righteous, and let my last end be
ke his.” Yet he was not born again, nor did
the Holy Ghost dwell in him. So with regard
' Caiaphas, the Holy Ghost was upon him, so
that he uttered a remarkable prophecy con-
®ming the death of Christ. Itis said, ‘“This
‘take he not of himself, but being high priest
thag year he prophesied that Christ should diefor
that people, and not for that people only, but

atalso he should gather inone of the children

Q2
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of God which were scattered abroad.” So a4
it respects those spoken of in the sixth of the
Hebrews, they are said to have been * once
enlightened, to have tasted of the heavenly
gift, to have been partakers of the Holy Ghost,
to have tasted of the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come;” all which
must have been by the external operation of
the Holy Ghost upon them. Yet these falling
away, and becoming apostates, the apostle
declares it was “ impossible to renew them again
unto repentance.” These persons were not born
again, nor did these gifts ever work upon their
souls; so that there was nothing in them for
the Holy Ghost to work upon. Yet there
were some whom the apostle addresses in the
same chapter, and says, ‘ But, beloved, we are
persuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation, though we thus speak.”
What were those better things? Their faith io
Christ, and love to Christ. It was from hence
their work of faith and labour of love proceeded,
which they shewed towards his name in mi-
nistering to the saints. All which were the
fruits of their being born again, If there b
no new birth in us, then there is nothing for
the Holy Spirit to wark on; and if it be th®
with us, what are we better, as to our state aﬂl
case, than Balaam, Caiphas, and those who fel
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away into final apostasy? But Christ, in the
words before us, speaks of the water of life
being within us.  The water that I shall give
him, shall be in him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life.” The Holy Ghost is
inus. “He dwelleth in you, and shall be in
you. Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you?” 1 Cor. iii. 16. “ Ye are not in the flesh,
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if
Christ be in you, the body is dead because of
sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you.” Rom. viii. 9, 10, 11. Now
the fruit and effect of the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit in the regenerate, are most beauti-
fully expressed by Christ thus: “The water
that I shall give thee shall be a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.” All the
spiritual life we have in our souls, with all the
outgoings of our minds towards the Lord Jesus
Christ, and all the communion we have at any
time with him, are all together from the Holy
Ghost who dwelleth in us; the saints in all
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ages, the patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles,
and whole church, received all their true know
ledge of Christ from the light and teaching of
the Hely Ghost. So says Paul. « It is written,”
says he, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that
love him. But God hath revealed them unto
us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth ail
things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1 Cor.ii.
9, 10. 12. In his inward revealings of Christ,
and salvation to the mind, he glorifies Christ
in us; he makes him high in our esteem ; Christ
becomes precious and honourable; our hearts
go out after him; our affections are fixed on him;
our minds are filled with his love ; our mouths
are opened to speak his praise. This is altoge-
ther the fruit of the indwelling of the Holy
Ghost. It is agreeable with those words of our
Lord, when he stood and cried, saying, ¢ If
any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scrip-
ture hath said, out of his belly, [or heart,] shall
flow rivers of living waters,” If there was no
inherent grace within us, the Holy Ghost could
not draw it out into open evidence from us.
No. We who are believers on the Lord Jesus
Christ, have the whole work of God’s Spirit
within us. We have a spiritual creation in
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our minds, suited to take in and apprehend
what is revealed of God and Christ in the
revealed word, and which will be found in
Heaven suited to take in the glory of Christ
by vision and sense to eternity, The faculty is
resident in our minds; it is eternally fixed
there, and will never be obliterated ; it being
the Lord’s work, and the Lord himself dwelling
in us to unfold his own work, so that it must
remain in us for ever. Hence it is we are
always fit for Heaven. The apostle, speaking
of Heaven and glory, says, “ Now he that
hath wrought for us the selfsame thing is
God, who hath also given unto us the earnest
of the Spirit.” 2 Cor. v.5. The Spirit is
styled, «The Spirit of glory and of God.”
1 Pet. iv. 14. His most sacred influence and
effect on his church are most beautifully set
forth thus: “ I will pour water upon him that
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground; I
will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my
blessing upon thy offspring; and they shall
spring up as among the grass, as willows by
the water courses.”” The effects of this follow.
They are these: ¢ One shall say, I am the
Lord’s.” It is the Spirit Jehovah who only
can make the word effectual. When he has
convinced a poor sinner of sin, of righteous-
ness, and judgment, he must then reveal Chuist,
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or the awakened sinner will never apprehend
Jesus to be his all-sufficient Saviour. He it
also is who can ascertain to the mind his elec-
tion of God; and under his divine teaching i¢
is, *“ One shall say I am the Lord’s;” I am the
beloved of God; I am a vessel of mercy; I am
the Lord’s portion and inheritance ; his delight;
his chosen one. It is the peculiar prerogative
of the Lord the Spirit, to bear his witness to
this: ¢ The Spirit beareth witness to our spirit
that we are the children of God; and if chil-
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ.” Rom. viii. 16, 17.  And under
the out-pouring of the Spirit, one raised from
a state of sin into the kingdom of grace shall
call himself by the name of Jacob. He shall
call upon the Lord, and confess to him, saying,
“ In the name of the Lord have 1 righteousness
and strength; and another shall subscribe with
his hand unto the Lord, saying, In the Lord
shall all the seed of Israel be justified and shall
glory; and thus he shall surname himself by
the name of Israel.” It is an invaluable bless-
ing to be kept from all false and mistaken
apprebiensions of Christ, and everlasting love
to our minds, and self-delusion concerning
interest in such important realities. Mr. Ro-
maine used to say to such as were seeking to
know their personal interest in Christ, ° You
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should look to the Holy Spirit for this, and to
him as a Person; he only can reveal and testify
of Christ unto you.” Dr. Goodwin finds fault
with saints in his day for using the neuter
gender when praying to the Father for him to
do so and so for them through the Spirit. Qur
Lord speaks of him as a Person, when he says,
« Howbeit when he the Spirit of Truth is come,
he will guide you into all truth; for he shall
not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak ; and he will shew you
things to come. He shall glorify me, for he
shall receive of mine, aud shall shew it unto
you.” John xvi. 13, 14. It is by the same
Holy Spirit. we are led into communion with
the Father and Son. John, speaking on this
subject, says, “ Truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”” And
again, “ If we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another;
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin.” 1 John i. 3. 7. There are ten
thousand holy motions and affections springing
up in renewed souls after Christ. Peter, in
giving the character of a new-born soul, and
a real Christian, expresseth himself thus: «If
so be that ye have tasted that the Lord is
gracious.” Paul speaks of having the senses
or faculties of the new man exercised to dis-
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cern both good and evil. If there were pg
spiritual faculties and perceptions in us, these
apostles would not have thus expressed them.
selves. It is the Holy Spirit who sheds abroaq
the love of God in our hearts ; it is he who exalts
Christ in us, above all our sin, guilt, misery, and
emptiness. Heloves our persons equally with the
love the Father and the Son bear towards us. His
love is expressly mentioned, and this too in an
apostolic prayer. The words are these: “Now
I bescech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit,
that ye strive together with me in your prayers
to God for me.” Rom. xv. 80. There are
divine upliftings, outgoings, ar?l breakings
forth towards the Lord, which all believers are
more or less the subjects of. Do not some of
you know and enjoy the truth of this in your
own souls? I think I canspeak out freely for
you, and say in your name, Y es, most assuredly
we do, or we should never think we were par-
takers of Christ. We value communion with
Christ as the greatest blessing either on earth
or in Heaven. You do right, I conceive, ip
so doing; and the Song of Songs, which is
Solomon’s, is full of this communion. It treats
of it on both sides; it gives an account of the
outgoings of Christ towards his saints, and the
outgoings of their hearts towards him. How
sweetly does the church speak of Jesus, and
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Jesus of her! She had cast her crown at
his feet, and extolled him to the utmost of
her ability; and is not this our case also?
Do we love to meet him at his ordinances?
To worship him with our whole hearts?
To praise him who is the praise of all his
saints? Most assuredly we do. This is
very acceptable to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
most highly acceptable unto him. He says,
“Thou hast ravished my beart, my sister, my
spouse! thou hast ravished my heart with one
of thy eyes, with one chain of thy neck. How
fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! How
much better is thy love than wine, and the
smell of thine ointments than all spices! Thy
lips, O my spouse, are as the honeycomb;
honey and milk are under thy tongue, and the
smell of thy garments is like the smell of Le-
banon.”” 'This is all open manifestative com-
munion, on Christ’s part, with the Church;
which she had the real enjoyment of, through
the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. The Church
could not but retort all the glory of what her
Lord had said of her, back on him. She cries
out, “A fountain of gardens, a well of living
waters, and streams from Lebanon.” On this
Christ, as the intercessor on behalf of his
church, addresses the Holy Spirit to exercise
himself in his most gracious office: “ Awake,
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O north wind; and come, thou south; blow
upon my garden, that the spices thereof may
flow out” He did so. Then the church
under his heavenly influences, cries out, “ Let
my beloved come into his garden, and eat his
pleasant fruits.” There is as real communion
between Christ and his church on earth, as
there 1s between Christ and his church in
heaven. The mind of Christ is kept up in
heaven towards his church below, by his having
us in everlasting remembrance; by his exer-
cising his vast mind in contemplative views of
her; of his love to her; what he saw her to
be in the primitive thoughts of the Divine
Father from everlasting; of the views he has
of her as washed in his blood, as clothed in his
righteousness, as complete in him. It is in the
same way the minds of saints in our world are
kept up also towards him, by their beholding
the glories of his person, the love of his heart,
the fulness of his grace, and the perfection of
his salvation. We have Christ in the gardens
of rest, and looking to see the fruits of the
valley, if the vine flourisheth, and the pome-
granates budded, he has a glance of his church;
which so overcame him, that he was all in
flames of love towards her, He cries out, “ or
ever I was aware my soul made me like the
chariots of Amminadib, or princely people.”
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And as the communion with Christ and his
saints is reciprocal, so it will never end: no,
not even on the believer’s side. ¢ The water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.”” The
last words of Christ to his church here below,
are these: “ Surely I come quickly.” And the
reply of the Churchis, “ Amen. Even so come,
Lord Jesus.” And the very communion with
Christ, and the church in Christ, will be carried
on by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. We
shall see Christ by vision, but it is the Holy
Ghost will so possess our minds with his glory,

as that we shall in our spiritual faculties be filled
with all the fulness of God.

The Lord bless this truth unto you. Amen.
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1 will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them
from death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy de-
struction.~—Hosea. xiii, 14.
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VICTORY AND TRIUMPH,
&e.

Isarag xxvi. 19.

Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust:
Jor thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall
cast out the dead.

Ever since man became a sinner, death hath
been in our nature and world. As soon as
Adam fell from God by transgression, the sen-
tence was pronounced on him, and all his off-
spring, “ Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.” It is by this statute of Heaven,
that death reigned from Adam to Moses, and
from Moses to Christ, and continues to reign to
the present moment, and will continue so to do
over all; those alone excepted, namely, the
saints, who shall be alive in their bodies at the
coming of Christ, at his appearing, and in his
kingdom. Of all the innumerable individuals,
and millions of mankind, there were never any
but two who were exempted from the stroke of
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death-—Enoch and Elijjah. When the first
father of us all had lived nine hundred and
thirty years he died. It must have been very
striking to the antediluvian patriarchs, when
Adam, the root of generation, was borne down
and vanquished by death. As thereby God
taught them mortality, so, by the translation of
Enoch, he preached unto them life and blessed
immortality, and gave them thereby a token of
their being to live one day in their bodies, in
the “house eternal in the heavens.” Enoch was
taken up body and soul into heaven, to be a
pledge to the faithful in Christ Jesus, in that
age, that the bodies, at the resurrection of
the just, would be made capable of bearing
and enjoying, in every part, heavenly glory.
And Elijah was taken up body and soul inte
heaven, as a type and figure of the ascen-
sion of our Lord Jesus in our nature, into the
Heaven of heavens as our forerunner. Ever
since the entrance of sin and death, the saints
of God have needed divine and spiritual sup-
port, under the various experiences and views
they have had of sin, misery, and death;
and there is every thing in the everlasting
gospel of the blessed God, suited most exactly
and particularly, as an auntidote to every part
of their sin, misery, and death. When the
Lord God revealed Christ to Adam in Paradise,
R
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it was a clear, full, free, and glorious revelatiop,
suited to the whole of Adam’s case. The per.
son, the incarnation, the sufferings, the death
and victory of Christ over sin, the world, Sa.
tan, death, and hell, were contained in this de.
claration, “ The seed of the woman shall bruise
the serpent’s head.” Also, in the sacrifice,
which represented Him as the Lamb ¢ slain
from the foundation of the world.” And the
cherubic symbol expressed how the eternal
Three, “who bear record in Heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghost,” willed by
an eternal council and covenant, which ob-
tained between them before the world was, to
save the elect of human race, and raise themup
from all the ruins of the fall, by the work and
victories of the Lord Jesus. Thus, “ Christ,
the serpent bruiser,” who was to conquer
the “ old serpent, called the devil,” was most
clearly set forth, revealed, and made known to
Adam, as soon as he became a sinner, and he
believed on Christ for life everlasting. The
Lord Jesus was from henceforward, for the
space of four thousand years, set forth in tbe
divinely instituted sacrificial worship, 2°
the great mediator, priest, and sacrifice of
his church. Saints under the patriarcha]’
levitical, and prophetic dispensation, under”
stood that one in the incomprehensible J&
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hovah, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, was to become incarnate, and
carry the covenant of the Trinity into execu-
tion; and in his life, and by his death, obey
and magnify the law, and make it ever-
lastingly honourable. He was to make an end
of sins, to finish the transgressions, to make
reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in ever-
lasting righteousness. He was to conquer
death by dying the death due to sin, and thus
trinmph over Satan, and all his principalities
and powers, and thereby become the author of
eternal salvation. To cast light upon this, the
greatest of all subjects, the Lord raised up a
goodly company of prophets, who spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, who bore
testimony to Christ; they fore-signified his
incarnation and sufferings, and the glory which
should follow upon his triumphant ascension,
and life of glorification in heaven; so that
saints in every age, had such a revelation of
the Saviour as was sufficient to carry them
above the fears of death, and give them to
triumph over the grave. When Abraham, «the
friend of God,” fell asleep in his body by death,
itis said, “ He died in a goodly age, an old
man, and full of years, and was gathered unto
his people.” Mr. Romaine, in his Triumph of
Faith, says, that instead of its being full of
R 2
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years, it is, “ He was justified,” . he wasg
perfectly satisfied with the views he had of the
love of the eternal Three to him : of his personal
interest in all the riches of grace and glory; and
he was perfectly satisfied with the real blessings,
both temporal and spiritual, he had received
and enjoyed on this side Heaven, in his walking
with the Lord, and in the communion he had
been admitted to with the persons in Jehovah.
And death having done its office on his body,
“he was gathered unto his people ;” to the saints
gone before him, to the city of the living God.
He was by death translated from a state of
grace to a state of glory. The sameis said of
his son Isaac, and of his grandson Jacob. They
were also at their deaths gathered ¢ to the ge-
neral assembly and church of the first-born,
whose names are written in Heaven.” With
respect to Jacob, in his dissolving moments,
whilst he was pronouncing the patriarchal
blessing on his twelve sons, as those who were
to be the heads of their twelve distinct tribes;
when he came to speak of Dan, he has reference
to his name, which signified judgment, and
speaks of him thus: “ Dan shall judge his
people as one of the tribes of Israel; Dan shall
be a serpent by the way, an adder by the path,
that biteth the horse’s heels, so that his rider
shall fall backward.” This leads him to look
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back, and reflect upon the trick of the old ser-
pent, whereby he overthrew our first parents in
the garden of Eden: and causes him to break
out into an immediate profession of his faith
in Christ Jesus, saying, “I have waited for
thy salvation, O Jehovah;” and when the
Lord Jesus appeared unto Moses in the burning
bush, he calls himself ¢ the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,”
saying, “I am the God of thy fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” Our Lord, commenting on it, says,
“ God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living; for all live unto Him.” The souls of
these saints were living in God, and with him
in the state of glory. The Old Testament
saints had blessed evidences of a glorious re-
surrection from the grave of death, in the
great proofs of it: the raising the widow’s
son from death, at the prayer of the prophet
Elijah; it is said, ¢ The Lord heard the
prayer of Elijah, and the soul of the
child came into him again, and he revived.”
1 Kings xvii. 22. Elisha raised the son of the
Shunamite from death to life, by his interces-
sion with the Lord. 2 Kings iv. 33—35. And
a further proof concerning the resurrection
of the body from the grave and power of
death, is in what is recorded concerning the
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death of Elisha, and his burial. “ And Elisha
died, and they buried him : and the bands of the
Moabites invaded the land at the coming of
the year. And it came to pass, as they were
burying a man, they spied a band of men,
and they cast the man into the sepulchre of
Flisha ; and when the man was let down, and
touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and
stood upon his feet.” 2 Kings xiii. 20, 21. As
the dead man, put into the grave of the prophet,
revived, and stood upon his feet, a blessed proof
was hereby given, how saints would be raised
from the grave and power of death by virtue
of their union to Christ Jesus. Our prophet,
speaking of the Almighty Jesus, saith, ¢ he
will swallow up death in victory.” And in the
words which I have read for my text, he pro-
claims an everlasting triumph over death and
the grave, for all the elect.. This herald of the
Lord of Hosts answers his name ; Isaiah sig-
nifies, the salvation of the Lord; and he is most
divinely engaged and employed in proclaiming
that salvation, which the essential Three in the
one Jehovah planned in the great council and
covenant before the world was. The prophet
here speaks in the person of the Messiah, and
says to his church and people, “ Thy dead men
shall live, together with my dead body shall
they arise : awake, and sing, ye that dwell in
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dust; for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and
the earth shall cast out the dead.”

These words contain the grand foundation
for an everlasting triumph over death and the
grave.

I will, therefore, endeavour to set before you
the subject contained in them, in these following
particulars :

We have then, first, the persons who pro-
nounce them; also, to whom they are spoken;
and what he says : this is contained in our first
head of discourse. The Lord Jesus, by the
voice of his prophet, says, “ Thy dead men
shall live; together with my dead body shall
they arise.”

Secondly, We have in them an universal
triumph over the power of death and the
grave, uttered by the Messiah in these words:
« Awake, and sing, ye that dwell in dust.”

Thirdly, We have the reason for this triumph,
given in these words : “ For thy dew is as the
dew of herbs.”

And fourthly, The complete fruit and con-
quest of Christ over death and the grave, ex-
pressed thus: “ And the earth shall cast out the
dead.”

In pursuing these particulars, may the Lord
the Spirit breathe upon me, and shed his divine
influence on you also. And to begin with the
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first head of this discourse, we have then,
first, the person who pronounces these words,
“ thy dead men shall live, together with my
dead body shall they arise.” Also, to whom
they are spoken, and what he says. The per-
son who pronounces them is the prophet; but
he speaks them as personating the Lord Jesus,
the promised Shileh, the true Messiah. It is
not unusual in the Scriptures, for the prophet to
speak in his person, and to speak out the very
heart of Jesus; many instances and examples out
of the Psalms might be given, as the twenty-
second, the fortieth, and many others; also in
the rest of the prophets. It must be so, seeing
the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of
Jesus. To him give all the prophets witness.
They open to view the love of his heart; they
express the bowels of his mercy, and his ama-
zing compassion; they declare the everlasting
perfection of his obedience, the eternal dignity
of his person, the infinite virtue of his blood;
his death, burial, resurrection, and triumph over
death and the grave, are all plainly recorded,
as events which could not fail of being fully and
perfectly accomplished. And here the Lord
Jesus, and not the prophet, is the speaker; it is
therefore necessary to consider to whom they
are spoken. They are spoken, then, to the elect
church of human race: to the many sons and
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daughters which the Father hath given him, to
be his bride and spouse ; they were from ever-
lasting in him, by the Father’s eternal will and
choice of them in Christ, their eternal head of
grace and glory. The God-man was united to
them, and they to him, before all time. They
were dear to him, and precious in his sight;
yea, all his delight was in them. This he
proved, by undertaking their cause, and by be-
coming their surety. When he beheld them, in
his infinite fore-knowledge, as those who would
sin and fall from God, in Adam their nature
head, and in their own persons, by their own
actual transgressions, his love was drawn out
to engage with his Divine Father, to put away
their sin by the sacrifice of himself, and become
their complete salvation; our Lord Jesus here
speaks, and his church and people are here too;
and what he says is most truly great and sub-
lime. There is this one great truth, which
runs throughout the whole Bible, that Christ
and his people are one; he is their head, and
the elect of God are members of Christ, of
his flesh, and of his bones; he, as God-man,
is their eternal head. They were in Christ
before the world began, by the Father’s act of
election; they were blessed in him, by the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ with
all spiritual blessings. He, as their great head,
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in whom they were accepted, represented them
in the everlasting covenant, and became their
surety. As one with them, he became incar-
nate; he lived for them, and they lived in
him; when he obeyed, they obeyed inhim ;
when he was made sin, and suffered and sus-
tained the curse of the broken law, they suf-
fered in him ; when he was nailed to the cross,
all their sins were nailed to the cross with him,
and they were crucified in Him ; when he died,
they died in him; when he was buried, they
were buried in him; when he rose from death
to life everlasting, they rose together with
him ; when He ascended, they ascended with
him, and in him. So that, under this view of
the Lord Jesus, he may -well say to his church,
as her everlasting Saviour and conqueror, ¢ thy
dead men shall live, together with my dead
body shall they arise.” Our divine Jesus loves
his people with an infinite, incomprehensible,
everlasting love; he expressed it by bearing
their sins in his own body on the tree, and
enduring all contained in the curse and wrath
of God due to the sins of the elect. The
whole curse due to all the sins of the elect,
was poured out upon him; and though it was
only the human nature of Christ that suffered,
yet the vast faculties of his mind were so en-
larged, that he took into his understanding all
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the exceeding sinfulness contained in sin, and
the fulness of wrath, which was the true and
proper desert of it. The damned in hell can-
not bear the fulness of God’s curse all at once;
if 1t were to come in upon them, as it did upon
our blessed Lord, 1t would entirely swallow
them up. The blessed in heaven cannot enjoy
the uttermost of God’s communicativeblessings;
nor can the souls and bodies of sinners in hell
be filled with the uttermost fulness of his
wrath; were it to come in on them as it did on
Christ in the garden, and on the cross, it would
everlastingly annihilate them. Jesus, the God-
man, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead, personally, whose person 1is the
Heaven of heavens, whose presence constitutes
perpetual joy and felicity to all the saints in
glory ; that blessed Jesus for us, and for our
salvation, suspended his personal glory; and
He who filleth all in all, became lower than the
angels, yea, lower than a worm; he emptied
himself ; lower he could not be; He was made
sin and a curse; he was filled through and
through with all the punishment due to the
sins of his people: with all contained in his
Father’s righteous displeasure due to their
crimes; he died the death due to sin; he was
numbered with the dead; he conquered death
by his own death; he lay under the arrest of
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it for thirty-six hours: then he awaked from
the sleep of death, the everlasting conqueror of
it.  We have an account of our Lord’s faith in
his own burial and resurrection, in the sixteenth
Psalm; the words are these, “ I have set the
Lord always before me; because he is on my
right hand I shall not be moved. Therefore
my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my
flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer
thine Holy One to see corruption.” v. 8—10.
We have the first words which Christ spoke,
upon his awaking from the sleep of death, re-
corded by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. xxxi.
v.26. “ Upon this I awaked, and behold my
sleep was sweet unto me.” Our Jesus having
slept the sleep of death, opened his eyes on
his resurrection morn with pleasure, beholding
himself the everlasting and triumphant con-
queror of death and the grave, and surveying
the blessings and benefits of his soul travail,
He came up out of the grave, saying, as the
resurrection and the life, “1 will ransom them
from the power of the grave; I will redeem
them from death. O death, I will be thy
plagues ! O grave, I will be thy destruction!
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.”—
Hosea xiii. 14. So in the words of our text,
our Almighty Jesus, before whom sin, Satan,
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death, and damnation are fled away, says to his
church and people, ¢ Thy dead men shall live,
together with my dead body shall they arise.”
When Jesus expired on the cross, he proved
himself the counqueror of death; the very mo-
ment he yielded up the ghost, he conquered
death in its own dominion. He died with his
whole strength in him; he was not weakened
by the sufferings he had passed through. As
the antitypical Samson, he cast off hell gates
from the hinges ; he trod upon the head of the
old serpent ; he vanquished all the host of hell,
dispossessed death of its sting, and swallowed it
up in everlasting victory and triumph. So that
the very moment he died, ““the vail of the temple
was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom ;
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent, and
the graves were opened.” And the opening of
the graves proclaimed our Lord’s victory and
triumph over death. Hereby our Jesus accom-
plished what he says in the text, thy dead
men shall live.” His death was thrice quick.
ening; ¢ together with my dead body shall
they arise.” So they did, all the elect virtually
and representatively, in him. And many of
the saints, who had been sleeping in their bo-
dies the sleep of death, ‘““arose, and came out
of the graves after his resurrectian, and went
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into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”
Matt. xxvii. 52, 53.

I come, secondly, to shew from the words
of my text, that we have in them an universal
triumph over the power of death and the
grave, in these words, ‘¢ Awake, and sing, ye
that dwell in dust.”

When our adorable Mediator rose from the
grave of death as the first fruits of all that
sleep in him, he shone forth so transcendently
glorious and divine, that the first words the
Father spoke to him on his resurrection
morn, (recorded in the second Psalm;) are
these, ‘“Thou art my Son, this day have I be-
gotten thee.” 'This is quoted and applied to
the resurrection of Christ by the apostle Paul,
in the thirteenth chapter of the Acts, verse
thirty-three. Our Lord arose with triumph over
sin, Satan, the world, death, and hell. This
was outwardly testified by a great earthquake,
and by the descent of the angel of the Lord
from heaven, “ who came and rolled back the
stone from the door of the sepulchre, and sat
upon it.” And the Lion of the tribe of Judah
came up from his conquest with the shout of
victory and triumph, saying, “ I am he that
liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and of death.” Rev.i. 18. This almighty con-
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gueror, whose name is the ¢ Lord of hosts,”
sang his victory and triumph over death and the
grave, in these words: ¢ I will ransom them
from the powers of the grave; I will redeem
them from death. O death, 1 will be thy
plagues! O grave, I will be thy destruction!”
Hosea xiii. 14. He could now say, having
given full evidence of it to all his people, by
his own resurrection from the grave and power
of death, “ I am the resurrection and the life;
he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live; and whoso liveth, and be-
lieveth in me, shall never die.” John xi. 25, 26.
As our Lord arose from the dead as the public
head of all his people, so his resurrection was
their resurrection: and, to prove this, many
bodies of the saints which slept, arose, and
came out of their graves, to grace the triumph
of his resurrection. They were as so many
satellites which accompanied the spring of this
Sun of everlasting righteousness. His glorious
power was felt; his glorious voice of universal
triumph over death and the grave was heard,
saying, “ Awake, and sing, ye that dwell in
dust.” Those saints just referred to did; they
rose to a state of immortality, and are now in
heaven in their bodies: so are also Knoch,
Moses, and Elijah. And I conceive they are
as glorious evidences to the disembodied elect,
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of the glory they also will partake of in their
bodies, at the resurrection of the just. I have
suggested that Moses is in his body in heaven:
and can it be doubted, when we remember he ap-
peared and was seen on the Mount of Transfi-
guration in a glorified body, as Elijah also was?
I think not. See Luke ix. 31. As for those
saints whose bodies were raised and came out
of their graves after our Lord’s resurrection, it
is probable they continued on earth until our
Lord ascended, and then ascended with him as
the Captain of their salvation. They served to
grace his triumphs; they joined the chorus,
who sang as our great High Priest ascended
from earth to heaven, ¢ God is gone up with
a shout, and the Lord with the sound of a
trumpet. Sing praises unto our God, sing
praises; sing praises unto our King, sing
praises.”

On the Lamb’s entering the holiest of all,
and being seated on his mediatorial throne, they
joined the whole company of elect saints and
angels in heaven, in singing the triumphs of
Jesus, and his complete victory and conquest
over death and the grave. And our Lord’s
triumphs will last to eternity, and his people
will partake of all the fruits and blessings thereof
for ever and ever. The Old Testament saints
had some blessed views of this subject before
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us. The title of the ninth Psalm might, says
Dr. Giil, have been rendered thus: ¢ To the
conqueror of death.” O how cheering the
subject! These persons, when they worshipped
the Lord, sang the high praises of Jehovah the
Saviour, for his conquest of death; they knew
that he would, through death, destroy him ‘that
had the power of death. So far as they be-
lieved this, they could not fear the sentence of
it taking place in their bodies. Neither need
you and I, believers in Jesus; to fear death and
the grave. When we see it open to receive
the dead body of a saint, we may look into it,
and say to each other, “ Come see the place
where the Lord lay.” It is a consecrated place:
Jesus lay there before us; and our death is a
part of our conformity to him our head, and so
is our burial too: we shall hear him say,
“ Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust.”
These words may be considered as uttered by
the blessed Messiah, as his own universal pro-
clamation of triumph over the power of death
and the grave, for the comfort and encourage-
ment of all his saints; and with a design to
draw out their hearts and expectations in the
fore-views of their glorious resurrection. All
the members of Christ's mystick body, shall
be raised from the grave and power of death as
surely as their Head is risen. The bodies of all
8
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under the power of death and corruption, “and
be like the angels of God, being the children
of the resurrection.”” They will then be per-
fectly conformed to the image of God’s Som,
“ who is the first-born among many brethren.”
The resurrection of the elect will be by virtue
of their union to the person of Christ. He,
their head, will in due season * descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God, and
the dead in Christ shall hear his voice, and rise
from their graves,” (before the living saints
shall be changed in their bodies,) and by it be
made immortal and incorruptible. How sweetly
does the apostle speak to the Philippians, say-
ing, ¢“ Our conversation, or citizenship, is in
heaven; from whom also we look for the Sa-
viour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall change
our vile body, or rather our humble body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the mighty working whereby he
is able to subdue all things unto himself.”
Phil. 111. 20, ¢1.  Christ’s body is a glorious
body; all the glory of the Godhead dwelleth
in it, and is reflected through it, on angels and
saints in heaven; and the bodies of the elect
are to be made like unto the glorious body of
the Lord Jesus Christ: to shine as his does.
The apostle says, “ As we have borne the
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image of the earthly, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly.” O beloved, what have
we to fear from death, or the grave? We have,
believers in Jesus, a life in Christ, which death
itself cannot touch: nor need we fear the
arrest of it. Our Lord, by a voice from heaven,
hath pronounced, “ Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord;” to which the Holy Ghost
sets his seal: ¢ Yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labours.” Rev. xii. 14.
Lament not, therefore, when the Lord takes to
himself by death any of his beloved; when
Jehovah sends death to change the counte-
nances of any of his saints, and remove them
thereby to himself. It is in effect saying to
them, “such is my love for you, I can no
longer bear such a distance from you: it is the
good pleasure of my will, that where I am,
you should be also, to behold my glory.” And
as to believers, there is nothing in death that
can do them any harm. They are as truly bless-
ed in their dying moments, as in their living;
they are as safe in Christ when the body is
dissolving, as when the soul is with Christ in
glory : nay, such is the grace of Jesus, he takes
some to his bosom without permitting them to
know what death and dying are. They are in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, removed
from this valley of the shadow of death, and
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are absent from the body, and present with the
Lord, without one single moment’s combat with
death! And it is truly pleasing, believers in
Jesus, for youand me to consider, it may be
our case to be in heaven much sooner than we
expect. Yea, it may be, we may be removed
thither bysudden in a moment, so as to find
our souls disembodied, without feeling the
stroke of death which shall dislodge us; and
know no more of it than to find our souls eter-
nally delivered from all the frailties and mor-
tality of the body. Let it be as it may with
us respecting the act of dying, our Jesus saith,
and it belongs to us, “ Verily, verily, I say
unto you, if a man keep my saying, he shall
never sce death.” John viii. 51. The believer’s
dying day is his coronation day; he leaves
nothing behind him worth enjoying; he bids
an everlasting farewell to his whole body of
sin and death, which expires, never to exist
more; he dies to all things out of, and below
Christ, that he may live with him for ever.
There was one in Christ, 2 man in Christ, who,
in his last moments, spoke but five words, left
his body, and entered the kingdom. Stephen
called upon Christ, saying, “ Lord Jesus, re-
ceive my spirit.” Acts vii. 59. Death is to all
believers everlasting gain. This truth was so
clear to-the apostle, that he says to the:saints at
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Thessalonica, “I would not have you, brethren,
ignorant concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so them also which sleep
in Jesus, will God bring with him.”” 1 Thess. iv.
13, 14. A most blessed prospect! May God
the Holy Ghost inspire our faith, and fill us
with hopes full of immortality.

I come, fourthly, to the last clause of my
text, to shew the complete fruit and conquest
of Christ ever death and the grave, expressed
in these words, ¢ And the earth shall cast out
the dead:” in which words, when they shall
have received their full and final accomplish-
ment, all the glorious work of Jesus, in his
completing the full and eternal salvation and
redemption of his people is expressed. Death
is abolished; the grave is finally conquered;
Jesus hath obtained eternal redemption for us;
and the grave, as it yielded up Jesus, so at his
command, it must also yield up all the bodies
of his people. As Christ exercised faith con-
cerning his own personal resurrection from the
grave and power of death, so should believers
exercise faith in the article of death. They
looking to Jesus, and having him for their
example, should trust their bodies in his hands,
knowigg he will raise them up at his second
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coming, and- commit their’ souls to him, know-
ing he will receive them %1]to the arms of his
mercy.  And like as he their Head, looking to
the complete fruit' of his death, burial, and
resurrection, said to-his Divine Father, ¢ Thou
wilt show ‘me the path of life; in thy presence
is fulness of” joy, at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.” Psalm xvi. 11. So
believers may well look forward to the joys
which will' flow into their souls and bodies at
and after the resurrection. Their bodies are
lodged in the grave for rest and security : it is
a dorwmitory, a sleeping place. The power of
Christ’s death and, resurrection has been felt in
it; saints have been risen from it; and an innu-
merable company of them also will be raised.
Our Lord saith, “ Verily; verily, I say unto you,
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and
they that hear shall live.” John v. 25.  They
will so; and such power will Christ put forth,
that death will be swallowed up in victery in
their bodies, as it hath already been in Christ
for them. Now every part of Christ’s salvation
in-all its glory, will then shine forth in all his
people: he will descend from heaven at that
time, with all his saints, as saith the prophet,
“’The Lord my God shall come, and all the
saints with thee.” Zech. xiv. 5. When our
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Jesus hath fully perfected all the ends of his
mediation, he will put an end to time, and swal-
low it up in boundless eternity. Our Lord
Jesus ¢ must reign till he hath put all enemies
under his feet.” 1 Cor. xv. 25. He will put
down and abolish the empire of death and the
grave; he will be proclaimed by his saints,
“ Lord God Omnipotent, King of Kings, and
Lord of Lords.” At his second appearing,
death and hell shall deliver up the dead which
are in them. When he descends, all the elect
disembodied saints will descend with him. The
trumpet will sound, and in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, the dead bodies of the
saints will be raised; and their bodies will be
clothed with incorruption; their mortality will
be changed for immortality; their bodies will
be spiritual, and conformed to the body of
Christ. Some, styled the schoolmen, have
conceived the glorified body of Christ will be
suited to the raised bodies of saints, that a
glory will be reflected from it on their’s
throughout eternity.

When the trumpet hath sounded, and the
elect dead are raised, then in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, the elect who will be found
alive in their bodies, will be changed, and
hereby be made capable of heaven and glory.
The apostle speaks sweetly on it, when he says,
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‘“ Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither
doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold
I'shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed; in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last tramp; for
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption ;
and this mortal must put on immortality. So
when this corruptible shall have put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory.” 1 Cor. xv. 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55.
O what a day of wonders awaits us believers
in Jesus! The God-man, Christ Jesus, will
appear in his glorified humanity. He will make
us in our souls and bodies completely holy, im-
mortal, glorious, and spiritual. We shall in
every faculty of our souls, and in every part
of our bodies, be exactly conformed to the
soul and body of Christ, God-man, the mirror
of all perfection. We shall be made like him,
¢ for we shall see him as he is.” Then saints,
all saints, will everlastingly triumph over death
and the grave; then “ the earth will cast out
her dead;” then the complete conquest of
Christ over death and the grave will be glo-
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riously displayed; and all the fruits and bless-
ings of it be completely enjoyed ; then all the
people of God will shout in Christ, and being
made the partakers of all the fruits of his glo-
rious resurrection, they will say, «“ O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vie-
tory ? the sting of death is sin, and the strength
of sin is the law. DBut thanks be to God which
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 1 Cor. xv. 85, 56, 57. Thus the
crown of crowns will be set on the head of
Jesus, that conqueror of death and the grave,
by all his saints now raised in their bodies to
life immortal: and being introduced into the
New Jerusalem state, they will live and reign
with Christ a thousand years. When it will be
found true blessedness what the apostle John
declares, “ Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection; on such the se-
cond death hath no power, but they shall be
priests of God, and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years.” Rev. xx.6. At
the expiration of this period, the non-elect will
be raised, and the final sentence passed upon all
flesh. Then the elect will be translated to
what we style the ultimate state of glory;
where God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in
the utmost display of the glory of their per-
sonalities, love, and manifestative glory, will be
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their everlasting ¢ all in all.” May what hath
been delivered, and is here set before you, be
a means of leading you beyond all the fear of
death and the grave! Even so be it, O holy,
blessed, and eternal Spirit, to the glory of the
Father and the Son, to whom be co-equal and
co-eternal praise, as to three persons in one
Jehovah! Amen.



A LETTER

ADDRESSED TO

A WOMAN IN PRISON.

June 12, 1795.
Mapam,

As one who byreal and blessed experienceknows
there is redemption for sinners in the most pre-
cious blood of Christ, the forgiveness of sins
according to the riches of his grace, having my-
self tasted that the Lord is gracious ; I feel for
you, and most heartily lament the most tre-
mendous and awful circumstance which you are
brought into by reason of sin. Alas, alas! you
have been left by the Lord to the inward cor-
ruption of your own heart, and as thus left,
you have done that which cannot be undone.
No not to eternity !

It may be truly said, that sin is the greatest
of all evils: yea, the only evil in earth or hell.
There is nothing but evilin it. Nor can it pro-
duce any thing but evil : present, future, and
everlasting. Your present situation and con-
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finement, your future trial, when you have
nothing to expect but a most just sentence of
condemnation to be pronounced on you, to
suffer death for your crime is all the conse.
quence of sin.

Far be it from me to insult you in your pre-
sent state; God forbid. I am indeed a sinner,
exceeding sinful; yea, equally as sinful by na-
ture as you are. And though I am no forni-
cator, adulterer, nor murderer, as to the outward
act, yet I am a transgressor of God’s most holy
and righteous law, and I am by nature a child
of wrath, even as others. On account of the
infinite pollution, and total corruption of my
whole nature, and every faculty thereof, and
the sinfulness of every member, part, and fa-
culty of body and soul, I deserve God’s wrath
and damnation, as justly and really as any sin-
ner out of hell. Such as are numbered with
the dead and damned, are not more justly con-
demned to suffer the vengeance of eternal fire,
than I do, in my own person, for the sinfulness
of my nature, thoughts, words, and actions,
deserve the same; blessed be the Lord Jesus
Christ, he came into our world to save sinners;
he saveth such as believe in him from the wrath
to come.

I am fully convinced there is no difference
amongst mankind sinners, but what is made by
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the free, rich, and sovereign grace of God.
All have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God; and by the deeds of the law can no
flesh living be justified. All the world is be-
come guilty before God, and the Lord God
hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and
whom he will he hardeneth.

Permit me, by putting on the bowels of
Jesus Christ, and as truly desirous to express
the same towards you, having most heartily
requested the Lord to bestow his own blessing
thereon, to set before you the Lord Jesus
Christ—the most precious, almighty, all-suf-
ficient Saviour, in the eternal dignity of his
person, in his infinite love, in his everlasting
mercy, in his free, boundless, bottomless grace,
in his divine righteousness, and efficacious
blood-shedding sacrifice and death, as able to
save you from all your sins, guilt, and pollution;
as all-sufficient to cleanse you from every spot
and stain of defilement; to deliver you from
the curse of the law, which you have broken,
and to admit you into heaven, there to live and
shine for ever and ever, as a monument of his
mercy.

May God the Holy Ghost enable me so to
write to you concerning the inestimably pre-
cious Lord Jesus, of his mediatorial person,
grace, and salvation; and may he so engage
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your mind and thoughts in reading the same,
as to bring you to believe on him to the saving
of the soul. The Saviour of sinners is God and
man; heis perfect God and perfect man; God
and man, in the person of one Christ. He is
one of the persons in the uncreated and in-
comprehensible Godhead. 1, (saith he) even
I am Jehovah, and beside me there is no
Saviour.”

He, as co-equal, co-eternal, and co-essential
with the Father and the Holy Ghost in the
Godhead, engaged before all worlds, upon the
foresight of the fall, to come into our world by
the assumption of our nature, to save his people
from their sins; he was accordingly revealed
as the Saviour. To him give all the prophets
witness; they, ever since the world began,
bore testimony concerning him, that he was
one in the self-existing essence; possessing all
the essential perfections of the divine nature,
all the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in him,
and this essentially, and by necessary and self-
existence. They testified of Him, that he is
the essential and ontly begotten Son of God,
who would for us, and for our salvation, come
down from heaven, become incarnate, and be
made man, that he might fulfil all righteousness,
and die the death due to sin, and become the
author of eternal salvation.
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Thus, as the holy and immaculate Lamb of
‘God, who wae to put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself, they bore testimony of him, ex-
pressly declaring, that through his name, who-
soever believeth on him should receive remis-
sion of sins. In the fulpess of time the Son
of God became incarnate, God in our nature,
God with us; that in our nature he might, as
‘God-man, express his love, and manifest his
mercy to the uttermost.

His love is eternal, everlasting, unspeakable,
transcendent love. Out of love he lived for
sinners; he bore the sins of many in his own
body on the tree; he was made sin and a curse;
he died for the ungodly. O that the Lord the
Spirit may give you a real spiritual sight and
sense of the love of Christ, to such .poor,
guilty, sinful, polluted ones, as it may be you
feel yourself to be.

O that the Holy Ghost may give you to know
and believe that Christ died, and hath given him-
. self for sinners, and thathe hathsaved, doth save,
and will go on to save from sin, Satan, death, and
damnation, some sinners, whose hearts, lives,
and transgressions have been entirely like your
. .own. : '

Your sins are no bar to Jesus, nor. should

they. be any bar to hinder you from looking unto

him, and coming with all your guilt and crimes
T
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to him, because he hath said, * Him that cometh
unto me, I will in no wise cast out.”

What love did he manifest in his incarnation
and life! he took our nature, that he might be
made sin for us. The prophet saith, “ All we
like sheep have gone astray, we have turned
every one to hisown way, and the Lord laid on
Him the iniquity of us all.”

He was made sin for us, as the Lord caused
all our iniquities to meet on him, and as the
Lord imputed them unto, and laid them on
him; Jesus gave himself for our sins, to be
the sacrifice for them, to have the guilt and
pollution of them transferred from us to him;
and he was to wash us clean from them; and he
has done it in his own most precious blood; he
bore the punishment due to sin. His sorrows,
sufferings, agony, and soul-travail, exceeded all
the damued can possibly feel to eternity.

Behold the Lamb of God, when he stood up
to suffer, the just for the unjust. Having sub-
stituted himself in the law-place, room, and
stead of sinners, and being covered with, and
enwrapped about with all their sinfulness, guilt,
and pollution; the wrath, sorrow, shame, and
curse belonging to them, fell on him., ¢ He
was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of
our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we
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are healed.” His most precious blood cleanseth
from all sin ; it cleanseth the soul from every
spot and stain of defilement; and those who
are washed therein, are in the sight of God as
pure and undefiled, as though they had never
sinned.

Jesus, agreeable to his engagements with the
Father in the everlasting covenant, *hath ap-
peared once in the end of the world, to finish
the transgression, to make an end of sins, to
make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in
everlasting righteousness.” He hath completed
the work of salvation, by putting away our
sin, by the sacrifice of himself, and by treading
on the old serpent called the devil. By de-
stroying death, and opening a way into the
holiest of all, for such sinnersas you and I are,
by his own blood.

The heart of Jesus is love, the bowels of
Jesus are full of mercy; his compassions fail
not; he is upon his throne as full of love and
mercy, as when he hung upon the cross. He
accounts it a part of his highest glory, though
in the heaven of heavens, to heal every wound,
to cleanse every stain, to forgive every sin, and
save to the uttermost the sinner that comes to
him. ¢ For he is exalted to be a prince and a
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and the
forgiveness of sins.”

T 2
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What love must Jesus have to sinners, when
to save them he left his Father’s bosom; he
laid aside his glory, left the heaven of heavens;
“ he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.” What
must his love be, who bore our sins, and carried
our sorrows ; whose soul was heavy unto death;
who sweat great drops of blood; whose whole
soul was bruised with the weight and fulness of
divine wrath, for he suffered what was tanta-
mount to the sorrows of hell ; whose soul was
bruised, and his body also suffered in every
part; his body was scourged by merciless sol-
diers, his head was crowned with thorns, his
hands and arms were stretched on the cross,
and his hands and feet bored through with pins
of iron to the accursed tree; who hung for
six long hours naked on the cross, despised of
men, and forsaken. of God; made a curse for
us! O the immensity of his love! what must
his bowels of mercy and compassion be, who,
at the very instant, and whilst they were nail-
ing him to the cross, prayed on behalf of his
crucifiers, “ Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do!”

What must his mercy be, who looked with
everlasting kindness on a poor criminal who
was crucified with him, who had the hellish
impudence to curse him to his face! Yet on
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him Jesus pronounced an eternal pardon, and
said to him, ¢ Verily I say unto thee, To-day
shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

Do you think this Jesus, (who is God over all,
blessed for ever, Amen!) isnot able to saveyou in
himself with an everlasting salvation? Do you
think he is not able to heal every wound which
sin hath made in your soul? to wash you from
every stain? to pardon all your sins? and pro-
nounce an everlasting pardon on you? The
truth of the matter is, God hath revealed
Christ in the everlasting gospel, in the great-
ness and perfection of his free, full, complete,
and everlasting salvation. He calls you to look
off your self, and from your sins, to Christ
Jesus; to take sanctuary in his wounds and
blood. Say what you will of and against your-
self, yet there is salvation in Jesus Christ: and
if the Lord is pleased, by his Holy Spirit, to
enable you to believe in the righteousness and
blood of the slaughtered Lamb, and to receive
the Father’s testimony concerning it, then it
cleanseth from all sin ; you will then find Christ
is your salvation, your righteousness, and ad-
vocate in the court of heaven.

Have you sinned most tremendously? to the
very uttermost? The apostle says, “ Christ is
able to save to the uttermost all that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
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intercession for them.” And who can tell the
uttermost of Christ’s power and ability to save?

The blood of Christ is more efficacious to
heal, than sin is effectual to wound the soul.

There is greater virtue in Christ’s blood to
cleanse from sin, than there is filth in sin to
defile.

If you are in your own view more vile and
sinful than ever sinner yet besides you was, it
is only for Christ to look on you, to shine within
you, and you would then be blessed indeed :
you would then find his presence turn your hell
into heaven.

As it cannot be expected you will be long in
a time state, I would therefore most earnestly
request you to consider what I have laid before
you. There is no escaping damnation, but by
flying to Jesus; none ever came to Jesus, and
were rejected.  His heart, his arms are open to
receive and embrace all who come unto him.

Tremendous as your guilt is, if you apply to
Jesus, you will find Christ almighty to save.
Never did a poor sinner come to him, crying
out, “ Lord, save, or I perish,” that went to hell.

Christ Jesus is all love, mercy, grace, and
salvation. He saith, “ I have blotted out as a
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud

thy sins. Return unto me, for I have redeemed
thee.”
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The blood of Christ is a fountain opened for
sin and for uncleanness. And your sin and
uncleanness felt and experienced by the teach-
ings of the Holy Spirit, fit you for it ; may he
be pleased to make known its virtue to you!
If the eternal Spirit is pleased to enlighten your
mind with the knowledge of Christ, and open
your heart to receive him, and enable you to
believe in the everlasting perfection of the
righteousness and sacrifice of Immanuel, and
rest your whole confidence and hope before
the Lord for salvation thereon, you will then
find everlasting life in Christ.

May the Lord save you from every false
hope; may he give you to feel your need of
Christ; may he bring you to a real closure
with him, that you may know that you have
redemption in his blcod, the forgiveness of
sins, and of all your crimes!

Remember, dying out of Christ will be found
to be everlasting damnation; dying in Christ
is life and salvation; you must be found in
Jesus, clothed in his righteousness, washed in
his blood, and quickened by his Spirit, or you
cannot enter heaven. May the most blessed
Spirit of God give you such an inward, spiritual
perception of the dignity, virtue, worth, and
efficacy of Christ’s most precious blood, as all-
sufficient to cleanse you from all your sins!
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And may he enable you to depart this Iife,
bearing your testimony for Christ!

Praying the Lord Jesus to shew you the same
mercy, and to shine on you, just as he did in
the same wonderful manner on the dying thief,

I subscribe myself,
Your Friend,

S. E. P.



LETTER TO A FRIEND.

Frogwell, June 23d, 1807
Sirg,
Ir I do not mistake, I promised to write you.
Many things having called for my attention, it
was impossible for me, with convenience to my
own concerns, to fulfil my promise. The time
is now come, and I hope your Lord and mine
will most graciously direct me, for without him
we can do nothing. 1 conceive you are very
prone to look within yourself, and seek, in what
you experience, to find proof of your being a
child of God. I doubt not of your being the
Lord’s, and of your being able to prove, from
what hath passed within you by the grace and
power of the Holy Ghost, that you are born
again, and are an heir of God, and joint heir
with Christ Jesus, to all the grace and glory
promised in the holy word. Yet Iam not going
to write to you about this; T would call off your
attention from every thing within you, to Christ
without you. It is a very sad case, that the
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generality of the Lord’s people are all for an in-
ward salvation. All they know of Christ con-
sists of what they feel, experience, and enjoy of
him in themselves. Why, if Christand his sal-
vation do not go beyond and exceed all this,
we can never be saved. For, let even our faith
be ever so much elevated and enlarged to appre-
hend Christ even as he is revealed in the ever-
lasting gospel, Jesus is, and will everlastingly
exceed all we apprehend of him. The natural
sun exceeds our eye with which we behold it,
and receive light from it. So Christ exceeds
our faith, and all we can by it take in of him
from the sacred word. We should then learn
not to make a gospel out of our own hearts, or
from our own experience. No, but we should
look into the revelation which God hath made
of Christ in the everlasting gospel, and receive
all our ideas concerning the Lord Jesus there-
from. When we do so0, we act right; then we
are in God’s way. He makes this use of his
scriptures of truth. The Holy Ghost shines by
means of them on our minds, and reflects the
knowledge of Christ contained in them in our
hearts, whereby we are led to behold the glory
of God in the face, or person, of Jesus Christ,
All the glory of God shines forth in Christ.
He 1s the mirror in which all of God is revealed,
and by whom all of God is manifested. The
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Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, reveal
themselves in their distinctive personalities, in
their covenant transactions, in their everlasting
love to the persons of the elect, in their accept-
ance of their persons in the beloved, in the
everlasting salvation provided for their souls
and bodies by an everlasting covenant ordered
in all things and sure, in the person and media-
tion of the immaculate Lamb. He is set forth
as God’s salvation to the ends of the earth. And
the secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him. The Holy Ghost is the sacred agent, who
makes known to the elect sons of men the love
of the Father and the salvation of the Son. He
reveals Christ to the mind; he sheds abroad the
Father’s love in the heart; he gives undeniable
cvidence of interest in the Saviour—not by
leading us into ourselves, to search for qualifica-
tionsand graces, and feelings, and experiences,
inherent in us, but by taking of the things of
Christ, and shewing the same to us. He gives
us proper views of the person of Christ; he
shews and proves to us from the word, that he
is both God and man in one person; that as
such, he was every way equal to every thing
he undertook and engaged for in the eveflasting
covenant. The Holy Spirit shows wus how
Christ became incarnate, and came into our
world according to the transactions of the Holy
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Trinity; that he was the surety for his people;
that he lived for them, and brought in everlast-
ing righteousness; that he substituted his
person in their room and stead; that their sins
met on him; that he bore them on his own body
on the tree, where he sustained the curse and
punishment due unto them. Thus he made
an end of sins, finished the work of salvation,
and saved all his people in himself with an ever-
lasting salvation. The Holy Spirit shows us,
that Christ is for sinners—for all sorts and
kinds of sinners. None are excluded. But
Jesus saith, Him that cometh unto me, I will in
nowise cast out. The Holy Spirit opens to
view the love of Christ’s heart, the bowels of
his mercy, his endles compassion; the Holy
Spirit gives us spiritual conceptions how they
suit our case: he takes of the righteousness and
blood of Christ: he preaches to us the worth
and efficacy thereof; he leads us to view the
eternal perfection of it; he leads us to see how
safe it is to be found in Christ: thus showing us
that there is nothing in Christ against us; that
all Christ is, and every thing in him suit us.
He helps us to cast ourselves simply and wholly
on Christ for life everlasting, which having
brought us to, he shews us that Christ and we
are one, which he proves to us as he leads us into
fellowship with Jesus, as he enables us to feed
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and feast upon Christ as the sacrifice for sin.
Thus he gives us to find and prove Christ to be
the tree of life, the bread of life, the crown of
life, the balsam of life, the water of life, the-
fountain of life, the light of everlasting life,
yea, life everlasting; who lives in us, dwells in
us, and proves in us and to us the truth of his
own word, in which he declares, The water that
I shall give him, (i.e. a believer) shall be in him
a well of water springing up into everlasting
life. ‘

Pray, my good friend, what can be beyond
this! what can more clearly prove and evidence
to any of us our personal interest in Christ!
It is of the utmost importance for us to know
we are in Christ. We cannot know this by any
other means than by the word and Spirit.  If
we are enlightened from the word and Spirit to
know our union to the person, and interest in
the salvation of Jesus, then this testimony
always remains the same; and we grow intoa
sure and settled confidence of the truth hereof in
our dailyexperience. We cannot live one single
moment to the Lord, but as we are kept looking
to Jesus; we cannot look to Jesus, but by the in-
spiration of the Holy Ghost; we cannot lodbk to
Jesus, but we are enlightened; every time we
look to Jesus, we have fresh evidence of his love
to us, and of our interest in him. Yea, every
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thing in us, the whole of the experienee we
have of ourselves, all serves to prove our need of
continual looking unto Jesus, and all serves to
put us on the continual exercise of faith on him,
You do not doubt of having an eye in your head,
so long as you see with it; you cannot doubt of
being in Christ, so long as you are thinking on
and looking unto him. You may be ready to
say, But I feel so much death and darkness, sin
and misery, in myself, at times; O you do not
know what I feel! No, my friend, nor do you
know what my feelings and preceptions of my-
self and inward sin are. Nor is it convenient
you should. DBut the Holy Ghost in one short
sentence declares the whole of it; for he says,
“The heart knoweth its own bitterness.” I must
tell you, if what you see, feel, and experience,
and know of yourself, diverts your mind from
looking to Churist, it does not thus with me. I
freely acknowledge that my legal heart,and Satan
too would it should; but I will not give place
here to the devil. What I know of myself
makes me cry out, I am vile, I abhor myself;
butIdrawnearto Christ withit: Icannot forbear,
my necessity compels me, T must sink except I
betake niyself to him. He is all compassion;
in him is plenteous redemption; his blood is
everlastingly efficacious; it cleanseth from all
sin. T rest my soul on him, feel and see what
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I may in myself. The devil frets, he rages, he
looks me full in the face; he casts his fiery darts
at me, they are all full of poison, but I care not;
I say to him, notwithstanding all, “ Rejoice not
against me, O mine enemy; when I fall T shall
arise, when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be
a light unto me.” My confidence in the Lord
is not founded on any thing I am, feel, or enjoy
in myself; it is built upon the person and work
of Christ, as revealed in the everlasting gospel.
God’s revelation of Christ is the foundation of
all my faith inhim. I receive the father’s testi-
mony of his Son, and believe the record which
he hath given of him. And it is written, He
that hath the Son hath life. What I am, or feel
in myself does by no means alter the truth of
God, nor my faith either; indeed it forces me
to believe ; because what I am in myself always
produces in me self-despair. I have no hope in
myself; I have not the least expectation from
myself; T never expect any, no, not the least al-
teration in the body of sin; therefore I look off
it wholly; I go off myself entirely ; I renounce
myself for ever; I am only confidentin God, I
have hope alone in him, as I believe in Christ;
it is what I know and believe concerning Christ,
which carries me out of myself, and causes me
to rest and centre wholly in him; the more 1
know of myself, the more I look to him. Be-
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cause I am sin, therefore I prize his blood
because I am all emptiness, therefore I live
upon his fulness; as I am nothing in myself,
therefore I make him my all. Indeed it isin
this way the Holy Ghost carries on his work
in the soul: he shews us what we are, and he
shews us what Christ is, and he teaches us to
set the one against the other. It is a truly
blessed life to live on Christ, and fetch all our
motives for walking with God, and for fighting
the good fight of faith, from the love of Christ,
and from what he hath done for us, and from
what he is to us.  The Lord help you to study
Christ, the Lord help you to live Christ, the
Lord help you to cleave to Christ, the Lord
help you to homour Christ continually; and
the only way we can honour him, this side
heaven, is to cast all our care upon him, to put
our every concern into his hand, tobecareful for
nothing : but in every thing by prayer and sup-
plication to be continually making known our
requests unto him. We are brought to know
him, that we may live in communion with him,
and thereby be as truly blessed and perfectly
happy as we can be this side heaven. The
Holy Spirit is pleased to increase our know-
ledge of Jesus, in our daily walk with him, to
the intent that we may have the greater con-
fidence in him. And when we trust him as we
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ought, we attain to a great degree in the school
of Christ, and learn not to be afraid to trust him
with all our concerns, for our bodies and for our
souls : none of us want so many things for this
present time state as we conceive. It is the
blessing of the Lord maketh rich ; his blessing
on us is life everlasting; in his blessing all
good is contained. A spiritual sense and re-
lish of his goodness is heaven upon earth.
Do not look at any outward dispensations as.
though they made in the least against you; do
not you set up any standard to measure God’s
love: losses, crosses, yea those very things
which to an eye of sense are most trying, are
the means our most blessed Lord God is pleased
to ordain as real blessings to us. If he takes
away temporals, it is to bestow spiritual bless-
ings; if he keeps us under the cross, it is that
we may be made conformable to himself; if he
gives us but our daily bread, it is only to teach
us our dependance on him for it. And pray, if
we have daily bread, what do we want more?
we do not want bread for to-morrow: we are
not sure we shall want it. I am, for myself,
fully persuvaded it is better to be a poor man
than a rich. Yet I confess I am of good.
Bishop Beveridge’s mind: None are poor who
have all their wants supplied. Then you and I
are rich, for "ve have food and raiment: that is
U
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all we need; all beside is needless: therefore
having food and raiment, let us learn therewith
content. Let the Lord do with you and your
business as seemeth good in his sight; let him
exercise us as he pleaseth, only let him teach
us thereby the good pleasure of his will towards
us, then we shall be great gainers.

I hope you will find this seasonable, as I feel
myself led on thus to write. I wish you to be
as happy as you possibly can be out of heaven;
and I am sure you will, if you live according to
your rank, dignity, and privilege, as a son of
God, and an heir of all things.  You have the
Lord himself for your portion and inheritance,
therefore you may well hope in him. It is in
the world often a complaint, Such and such are
so rich, yet they live very mean. No one in
Christ is more rich in him than you are, there-
fore live up to your riches; it highly becomes
you; act like yourself, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, walk abroad in the belief of your being
clothed with his complete and everlasting righ-
teousness ; come before your heavenly Father
in the full belief that he made Christ sin, that
you might be made the righteousness of God in
him; it will do you good, it will cheer your
heart, it will invigorate your mind, it will be
truly medicinal to your soul, it will invigorate
all your spiritual faculties; you will find it t@
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be the breast-plate of righteousness; it will pre-
serve the vital parts, it will be a perfect and
sovereign restorative. You will find it very
conducive to your spiritual health, to be
bathing every day in the red sea of Christ’s
blood. Take this word of Christ to yourself,
and give him full credit for the truth contained
in it: he saith, “Now ye are clean, through the
word which I have spoken unto you.”  After
you have been exercising your mind on the
eternal purity and infinite virtue and efficacy
of the blood of the Lamb, taking up these
words, “ Now ye are clean,” will be of great
service, it will strengthen your faith, and help
you the more fully to believe that the bloed of
Jesus Christ the Son of God cleanseth us from
all sin. Take a view every day of your be-
loved Lord Jesus in the glass of the everlasting
gospel. He shines forth therein. If he lets in
a glimpse of his heavenly beauties and glory
thereby on your mind, you will be eternally
ravished and transported therewith, for he is
altogether lovely. Look at his all-sufficiency,
and bless yourself in him, as your head, your
hope, your all. Never look off him, so long as
you feel yourself a sinner in yourself. Never
expect your fallen nature to be any otherwise
than exceeding sinful; then you will not be de-
ceived ; if you do, you will; for you will never
U 2
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experience any change in the old man—in cor-
rupt nature—to your dying day. Our Lord
saith, ¢ that which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the spirit is spirit.”
The flesh is all corrupt; there is no good in it,
nor ever will be. I know, says Paul, that in
me, that is, in my flesh (by which he means
his fallen nature) dwelleth no good thing.

The Lord give you to distinguish between
the two distinct natures, which as a man in
Christ, and as born again, you are the subject’
of ; and the Lord lead you to look off both, and
teach you to live on Christ and his finished sal-
vation; so will you live to his glory, and your
own comfort and joy of heart and soul. This
will make you of a merry heart and a cheerful
countenance, and you will go on to heaven re-
joicing with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
I believe you think it high time to close. My
dear Friend, I will and must, for, see, I am
almost at the bottom of my paper. The Lord
Jesus bless you, and shine most graciously on
you: even so, Amen!

Yours in him,

8. E. PIERCE.
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My fellow Men, and Sinners of Mankind !

Tuz peculiar state and case .you are now in,
with the place and circumstances accompanying
the same, draw out my bowels of commiseration
towards you, and put me on writing this short
Address to you. It is most awfully realized in
you, what is written in the book of God, that
* the way of transgressors is hard;” that « de-
struction shall be to the workers of iniquity.”
It is because the fear of God was not before
your eves, ye have committed such and such
crimes, and fallen into such and such transgres-
sions; for which the Lord God hath visited
you, by permitting a discovery to be made of
the same, so that you being indicted for such
and such acts, are condemned to your present
confinement, where you are to remain, until
you are publicly brought forth to stand at the
bar, there to be tried, condemned, or acquitted,
according to the equity of the law, as shall ap-
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pear right and just to the jury and the judge,
when you appear before them at the tribunal.

My fellow sinners, though I am not charge-
able with the crimes for which you were sent,
and are confined here, yet the God of heaven
forbid I should insult you, or in the least tri-
umph over you. No, I say again, God forbid.
The Lord forbid I should sin against him in so
doing. I am as you are: not indeed a male-
factor ; no, nor guilty of, nor chargeable with
your crimes; but I am like you in this respect—
that I am a sinner. I am a sinful man; I have
broken the law of the most high God; I have
been under the sentence of it in my own mind;
I have been condemned, and prenounced to
be, in myself, and of myself, and from myself,
undone to all eternity.

My poor fellow men, do you understand me?
if not, I will endeavour to explain myself to you.
I was, as each of you, born a sinner. How I
was a sinner, and became so, I will tell you.
Adam the first man, was my father; he sinned,
and I sinned in him; he fell from God, and I
fell in him and with him; he lost the complete
image of God which was stamped on him by
creation, and I lost it also in him: so that I
was born a sinner, with all sort of sinfulness
and impurity in my nature; with every cursed
propensity to sin; with every thing earthly,
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sensual, and devilish in my mind. So that,
though I have not acted in, it may be, thou-
sands and ten thousands of acts and instances
like unto you, yet you are not more deeply
polluted in the Lord’s sight by the fall of
Adam, than T am. 1 deserve God’s curse and
wrath to all eternity, as truly as you do; I
can no more save myself than you can; and
the Lord Jesus Christ, if it seemeth good in
his sight, can save you as fully and freely, from
all your sins and miseries, as he ever yet did any
sinners.  And being willing to speak of Him,
and inform you of Him, and his exceeding rich
and free mercy, is the only motive which ex-
cites me to take up my pen and write to you.
Therefore do not be offended at my freedom, for
the whole motive is love and goodwill to you.

I will endeavour to give you a short plan
concerning the fall of man.

Then I will give you a scriptural account of
salvation by Jesus Christ. |

Next I will shew you the impossibility of
your being saved, but by Him alone.

Then I will give you some account of his
willingness to save.

Andlastly, close with a parting word unto you.

My poor fellow men and fellow mortals, there
is, it may be, (indeed so it is in appearance) but
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a step between you and death. Of all things
there is nothing so solemn as death, because we
enter thereby into a state we were never in
before. We then stand at his bar, before whom
heaven and earth will one day flee away.
Therefore as it will then be “ Come, ye
blessed,” and “ Depart, ye cursed, into ever-
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels;” it is most solemn and awful, as the
event will be immutable.

Consider, I beseech you, this: it most highly
becomes you so to do. You have now time,
being confined as you are preparatory to your
present state being decided by judge and
jury; and it will be your mercy, if the Lord is
pleased to visit you in your confinement, and
give you to know the things which belong to
your everlasting state and soul concerns.

I will give you in the first place, a short ac-
count concerning the fall of man.

May the Lord bless it to you, that, through
the operation of the Holy Spirit on your minds,
you may rightly apprehend it, and also thereby
know what your own states and cases are before
the Lord.

It may be, you think nothing about your souls:
yea, it may be, you do not belreve you have
souls in your bodies, which will live and exist
for ever, even to an eternal duration. But you
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know what it is to think before you act, do you
not? My fellow men, what is this, think you,
but a proof of the existence of your souls?
The soul is the thinking faculty; your wills,
thoughts, fears, and griefs, are the actions of
the mind. It is expressly declared in the word
of God, “ The Lord God formed man out of
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a
living soul.” Gen. ii. 7.

When the Lord God made man, he created
all men in him, and ordained they should all
come of his loins in successive ages and periods
of time, by generation. The first man was the
root and head, the representative of all men.
They were all in him. He was created per-
fectly holy and righteous, pure and upright.
There was no sin in him. He fell from the
state of holiness, righteousness, and purity, in
which the Lord God created him. All man-
kind fell in him. Therefore we read these
express words in Romans, chap v. 12. “ By
one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin, and so death passed upon all men, in
whom (so it is in the margin) or, for that all
have sinned.”

Adam sinned against the Lord. He broke
God’s most holy law. He corrupted his own
nature, and all his posterity. It is in conse-
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quence of his first act of sin, that you and I are
what we are; sinners. And every sin you and I
ever committed, originated and sprung from our
sinful natures. And what you and I are in our
fallen natures, that every man is; “ For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”

My poor fellow mortals, what do you think of
this? I have set before you nothing more than
what the Lord testifies the truth of in his most
holy word. It appears then, that you and I
were sinners as soon as we were conceived and
born into this world. And ¢ The wages of sin
is death.” It is owing to your own corrupt
lusts which are within you, and the Devil
working upon and drawing them forth, that
you have acted and done as you have. O that
the Lord may be pleased in infinite mercy to
convince you of the truth of this. It is the
Spirit of the living God, who only can give you
to see, know, understand, apprehend, and feel
your own personal sinfulness,

My fellow men, it is not what you and I are
in our own sight, it is what we are in the sight
of God, that we should be concerned about. It
is not what I think of you, or you of yourselves,
but it is what the Lord thinks of us is a matter
of eternal consequence. You are, and your
hearts, with every thought you ever had, with
every word you ever spoke, and every act you
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ever performed, naked and open to the eye of
God. “ He searcheth the heart and trieth the
reins.”  He saith “the heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked, who can know
it? Tthe Lord search the heart, I try the reins,
even to give every man according to his ways,
and according to the fruit of his doings.”—
Jeremiah xvii. 9, 10. My fellow sinners, neither
you nor I, nor any among all the sons of men,
can stand before the Holy Lord God in our-
selves,and upon the footing of what weare in our-
selves, but we must be everlastingly undone.
We cannot but be damned, if the Lord deals
with us as the transgressors of his holy law.
You and I have broken God’s law. T ask, do
you know what the broken law hath to say to
us? it denounceth its curse, which is contained
in this sentence: ¢ Cursed is every one that
continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them.” See Gal. iii. 10.

My fellow meortals, you and I have sinned
against the Lord; we have committed re-
bellion against the Most High; we have sinned
against his divine majesty; we have broken his
most holy law ; and in consequence of it, we
most justly deserve the damnation of hell.

My fellow men, you are not more sinful by
nature than I am; you have been what I have
not; I have been what you are not.  Yet with
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respect to your fallen state and mine, it is ex-
actly one and the same in the sight of God. I
mention this to you again, that you may know
1 do not despise you on account of your sins,
and present circumstances. DBut it is be-
cause you are what you are, and where you
are, my bowels are drawn out towards you.
Whilst I cannot offer any one single word
by way of lessening your sins, crimes, and
guilt, I do not object against you on that ac-
count, but would, if the Lord please, so suit your
case in what I lay before you, as to give oc-
casion to you for deep and attentive conside-
ration. This well becomes you. ¢ Thus saith
the Lord of hosts, Consider your ways.” Your
case, in your natures, states, and circumstances,
is most truly and solemnly awful. Sois the case
of every man in the whole world, cut of Christ,
May the Lord give you to consider what I have
thus laid before you, and give you the Holy
Ghost to influence your minds with the know-
ledge and belief of it, so that you may have a
real knowledge of your state before God. Then
this in the hand of the Spirit of God, will con-
vince you, that dying in your present state,
will be everlasting damnation—that you must
be brought out of it, or you will perish ever-
lastingly. It 1is therefore of the utmost impor-
tance that you should be convinced of your lost
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state, and exceeding sinfulness, that thereby
you may apprehend the necessity of knowing
Christ, and believing on him.

My poor fellow sinners, you and I are equally
alike unable to save ourselves: none of us can
make our peace with God. Neither you nor
I can undo what we have done amiss; therefore
we must give up all hope, and despair of all
means from ourselves whereby we may attain
everlasting life. You may be ready to ask, If
all the world is become guilty before God—
if there be none righteous, no, not one—if by
the deeds of the law no flesh living can be jus-
tified—how can any sinner be saved? I shall
rejoice in my very soul, if you should be led to
propose such a question.

My fellow men, I have (may the Lord him-
self shew you the truth of it) given you an
account of the fall of man, and that all your
and my outward sin and sinfulness are but the
fruit and effect of it; and now I will give you
some scriptural account of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and of salvation by him.

This 1s my second particular.

In the holy Scriptures, or sacred Bible, we
are informed of the love of God as displayed
towards and upon perishing sinners. Arnd the
Lord Jesus Christ is therein revealed, and set
forth as the Saviour of lost, guilty men.
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As in the infinite mind of God, all things past,
present, and to come, are ever in his view; so
he knew before the creation, all which would
ever take place in this world. He knew the
fall of man, and all the effects thereof; and he
was pleased in his own will, council, and co-
venant, to provide salvation from sin, Satan,
death, and dammation, for lost guilty men.
The eternal Three in the incomprehensible
Jehovah the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, were pleased to engage to save an in-
numerable company of sinners by the Lord
Jesus Christ; of whom, and his salvation, I
would, and am now to speak.

My fellow men, “God is love,” and all his love
is in Christ Jesus. He loves none out of Christ,
he loves all whom he sees in him: and the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, have en-
gaged, by an everlasting contract between them,
to save with an everlasting salvation all those
sinners who shall be brought to believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. This Jesus of whom I
speak, “is the Son of the living God.” He
is one in Godhead, equal with the Father and
the Holy Ghost. He undertook salvation-work
with the Father and Holy Spirit, before the
world began. He appeared to Adam immedi-
ately upon his fall,—he opened to his mind, and
preached unto him, the way of salvation. He
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pronounced this sentence on the serpent, and
on the devil in the serpent: “T will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed: it [or he] shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” Gen. iii. 15.
This 1s the first revelation of Christ in the Bible.
It is introduced with a curse pronounced on the
devil, the first sinner against God. It was he
who deceived our first mother, Eve: All the
sin in the world is his work; it is the very
foundation of his empire. The Lord Jesus
Christ came into the world to sap the very
basis of his kingdom. ¢ For this purpose the
Son of God was manifested, that he might de-
stroy the works of the devil.” See 1 John iii. 8.
This most divine, holy, adorable and blessed
Immanuel, came down from heaven, and was
made true and very man to save poor sinners.
He, who was “ God over all, blessed for
ever, Amen,” became like us in all things, sin
only excepted. O incomprehensible love! Q
wonderful grace! He left his Father’s bosom,
he laid aside the glory he had with him before
the world was, and took cn him the form of a
servant, He stood up as the Surety, and he
lived for sinners. He lived the very life the
law of God demanded and required of them.
He ‘had all their sins laid on his most holy
body; “ he bore our sins in his own body on
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the tree.” 1 Pet. ii. 24. He sustained the
very curse due to sin in his sufferings. He
hath, by his life and death, finished salvation.
His blood cleanseth, now and evermore, from
all sin. There is an everlasting sufficiency in
the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ, to save the vilest sinner out of hell.
My fellow men, if your crimes, guilt, pollution,
and sinfulness, exceed the sins of all other men
in the whole world, there is virtue in the blood
of Christ all-sufficient to discharge you from all.
If you have actually out-sinned all the damned
in hell, yet the blood of Christ is everlastingly
sufficient to discharge you from the whole of it.
He came into the world to save sinners; yea,
he hath saved, doth and will save some of the
chief of them. “ He saves to the uttermost all
that come unto God by him.” Heis able to
save you, as freely and fully as though you
had never sinned. Blessings on him! he
wrought out salvation work thus: he came
from his Father’s bosom, saying, “ Lo, I come
to do thy will, O God.” He was made flesh;
he was made of a woman; he was made under
the law; he was made sin; he was made a
curse. “ All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way, and
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Isaiah 1iil. 6.
X



306 ADDRESS TO MALEFACTOKS

By a transaction between God, and Jesus
Christ, all the sins of all the sinners of mankind
who will ever escape the damnation of hell,
were transferred from them to Christ. And
thus God “ made him sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him.” See 2 Cor. v. 21.

My fellow sinners, do you understand what
I say to you? it is of the utmost importance.
It is my desire to be so plain and explicit, that
you may not fail to have and receive into your
minds the true and right apprehension hereof.
Suppose I give it you under the following expla-
nation? You know you are here in this place
for such and such crimes charged on you: it is
out of your power to exonerate yourselves. The
law must take place; you have brokenit. You
cannot be forgiven, because the law knows no-
thing of pardon; but the Sovereign, out of his
royal favour, may forgive; yet, this is not an
act of justice, but of mercy. Now was a person
to step forward and substitute himself in your
room and stead, and have all with which you
are charged, charged on him, and suffer the
very punishment of the law due to your crimes,
then by such a transaction you would, would
you not, be discharged? This may serve to
lead you to some right apprehensions of the
Lord Jesus Christ. He substituted his person
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in the law-place, room, and stead of sinners; he
undertook to sustain all their sins, together with
the whole curse and wrath of God due to them.
Upon the footing of this it was covenanted for,
that with his stripes they should be healed. So
that God having imputed sin to Christ, and
made him sin for us, and Christ having died
for sins, ““the just for the unjust,” the Father
imputing or placing to our account, what the
Lord Jesus Christ hath suffered, we are saved,
acquitted, justified, and pardoned. The Lord
give you rightly to understand this: if you
receive this into your minds through the power
of the Holy Ghost, you will be saved in the
Lord with an everlasting salvation. Then you
will know in your own souls, that ¢ Blessed is
the man to whom God imputeth righteousness
without works. Blessed are they whose ini-
quities are forgiven, and whose sins are co-
vered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin.””  See Rom. iv. 6—S8.
Jesus Christ is salvation ; he hath finished it
in his own person, and by bis own work; he
hath obeyed the holy law of God for sinners,
yea, for just such sinners as you and I. He
hath died for sinners as the sacrifice for sin.
He died for such sinners as you and I are. He
bore the curse of God due to sin; and there is
enough in the death of Christ to lift us up, and
X 2
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carry us above and beyond all our sins. God
the Father saves sinners from all their sins, and
beyond all their expectation, upon the sole ac-
count of the righteousness and most precious
bloodshedding of the Lord Jesus Christ. And
God the Holy Ghost proclaims the everlasting
worth and efficacy of it, and the endless per-
fection of it, in the everlasting gospel. Sinners
receive the knowledge of Christ and his sal-
vation into their minds by faith, which is a
spiritual apprehension of Christ as revealed and
set before them in the written word.

I will now shew you, my fellow sinners, the
impossibility of your being saved but by Christ
alone. The whole Bible unites in this one great
and most important truth, which will appear unto
you, if so be the Spirit of God shall be pleased
to convince you of the total corruption of every
one of your faculties and members, both of
mind and body. The law of the most High
God, is as holy as God is holy ; it requires per-
fect obedience to all the whole revealed will of
God; it passesits:sentence on every transgressor
of it. Let the transgression be but in thought,
yet the law comes in with its curse. It can
shew you no mercy, no—not if you should re-
pent ever so truly. If youlament your state
and wretchedness ever so feclingly, and weep
over your every transgression, yet the law
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curses you, do what you will, or can, It
knows of no mercy, neither can it shew any.
I would illustrate this by the present case and
state you are in. If the law of this land hath
been broken by you, and this is clearly upon
you, and proved against you, then it is out of
the power of the judge or jury to acquit you:
there may be pardon for you, but it must arise
from another quarter; the Sovereign may, out
of his royal prerogative, forgive, and remit your
sentence; none beside can. If he does, this is
not an act of justice, but of mercy. So here,
you may be saved from the curse of God’s law,
from the damnation of hell ; but this cannot be
by the holy law of God. It is only as Christ
became the Surety of sinners, and obeyed the
whole commands of the law for them, that they
can be righteous in the sight of God. It is as
Christ the Surety had all the sins of those he
undertook for charged on him, and bore the
very curse, smart, pain, and punishment, due to
each and every one of those sins which were
laid on him, that any sinner can be pardoned.
My fellow men and sinners of mankind, I
would beseech you to attend closely and parti-
cularly to this. None but Christ can save you.
All the men and ordinances in the world cannot;
yet the Lord Jesus Christ can, be you as vile, as
loathsome, as polluted, as blackened with crimes
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asyou may, Hisblood is all-sufficient to cleanse
you from all sin. His sufferings are everlastingly
effectual to heal every wound sin hath made in
your souls—to remove all your guilt——to purify
your minds—to present you before the Lord God
Almighty, aspureasthoughyouhadneversinned.

My poor fellow men, what do you think of
this? The Lord give you rightly to think of
it; then the Lord the Spirit setting in with
it, it will be life and salvation unto you. Re-
member, it is expressly declared in the immu-
table and infallible word of God, by an apostle,
that there is no salvation in any but Jesus.
There is no salvation in any person, name,
or thing, but in Christ alone. His words
are, ““ Neither is there salvation in any other;
for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
See Acts iv. 12.

My fellow sinners, I say unto you, the righte-
ousness of the Lord Jesus Christ is the only
righteousnes which you can stand in at the bar
of God. This is the only righteousness which
delivereth from death. If you are led by the
Lord the Spirit to apprehend this righteousness,
and are led to believe on Christ, and, by be-
lieving, to receive him into your hearts, and
rest on him for all your salvation, you will be
eternally justified and pardoned O that the
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Lord the Holy Ghost may give you a clear,
real, spiritual, scriptural understanding, that
there is no salvation out of Christ. O that he
may give you spiritually to understand, that
there is everlasting life and salvation for sin-
ners in Christ Jesus; yea, for some of all sorts
and kinds of sinners. O that he may give you
to know, that the Lord Jesus Christ came into
the world to save sinners just like yourselves.
O that he may be pleased to bear his testimony
for Christ in your hearts, and give you to know
that this is the record which God hath given
of his Son in the written word, viz. ‘ He hath
given unto us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. He that hath the Son hath life, and he
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.”
1 John v. 11, 1.

The ever blessed Jesus alone is salvation.
He i1s God’s ordinance of salvation. It is the
Spirit of God alone which can make you ac-
quainted with Christ. He only can give you
new minds to know Jesus; he only can create
in you new hearts to believe on Jesus; he only
can take of the things of Christ and shew them
unto you. You, my fellow men, are all sin.
Christ is an almighty Saviour from sin. You
are all pollution. Christ hath opened a foun-
tain for sin and for uncleanness. You are full
of misery,—Christ is full of mercy. You are
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full of sin,—Christ is full of grace. Itis but
for the Lord the Spirit to turn your minds to
Christ, and you will then be in a new world ;
your souls will then be translated out of the
kingdom of darkness, and from the power of
Satan, into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.
The Lord Jesus Christ says, “ Look unto me,
and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth: for I
am God, and there is none else.” Isa. xlv. 29.
There 1s, saith Jesus, no salvation but in me;
I am the only saviour; I am Jehovah who
saveth. Ye that are on the very breaking
brink of hell, ye who are almost encircled with
the very flames of hell, “ Look unto.me.” Iam
mighty to save, let nothing keep you from me;
not the greatness of your sins, nor the guilt,
remorse, nor multitude of your crimes. For
“1J, even I, am he that blotteth out thy trans-
gressions for mine own name’s sake, and will
not remember thy sins.” See Isaiah xliii, 25,
Do you still stand at a distance? I will further,
my fellow sinners, speak out the heart of Christ
towards such as you. He saith, “ Come now,”
O ye guilty men, with all your plague-sores,
and distresses, “and let us reason together:
though your sins be as scarlet, yet they shall
be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah i. 16.

O the grace of Jesus Christ! it surpasseth all
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understanding. The Lord give you to hear his
voice in his holy word. O that the Holy
Ghost may give you to see the love of Christ’s
heart, and the bowels of Christ’s mercy, to such
sinners as you are. O that you may have
hearts given you to close with the Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath said, ¢ All that the Father
giveth me, shall come to me; and him that
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out.”
See John vi. 37.

My fellow men, and fellow mortals, I ask
you, what can the blessed Jesus say more? if
the Lord Jesus was personally present with
you, he could say no more; and he says all
this in his Holy Word. O that he may speak
home all this to your hearts. The Lord say
Amen to this, if agreeable to his most holy
will, for his great name’s sake.

I will now give you some account of Christ’s
willingness to save. There is, you know, but
one natural Sun, and it is the fountain of all
natural light in and to this world. There is
but one Lord Jesus Christ, and everlasting life
and light are alone in him. We can receive no
light from the Sun, but by the eye as the me-
dium; so we cannot receive Christ and his
salvation, but by faith, which is the eye of the
mind ; and we receiving Christ, are evidently
made known as believers on him. We cannot
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receive light and life, righteousness and purity,
peace and pardon, from the Lord Jesus Christ,
into our minds, and be insensible of it. The
thing is impossible.

My fellow men, and fellow sinners of man-
kind, I do beseech you, closely to consider
what I have set before you, concerning sal-
vation by the Lord Jesus Christ. His finished
work is the one only foundation for a sinner’s
hope in God. His righteousness alone can
make a sinner righteous in the sight of God.
His blood alone can cleanse from all sin before
the Lord.

My poor fellow sinners, if the Holy Ghost
will be pleased to make known in you, and to
your minds, the everlasting health and cure
contained in the blood and righteousness of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and fix your minds on
Jesus, who died for the ungodly, you will find
pardon for all your crimes, and free, full, and
plenteous redemption in him, the forgiveness
of all your sins, according to the riches of his
grace. Now as I want you to know that ““ Christ
hath been numbered with the transgressors, and
borne the sins of many,” so I want you to un-
derstand, that you may find the truth of all this
recorded in the Holy Scriptures of truth. I
would recommend you to read the twenty-
second Psalm, and the fifty third chapter of
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Isaiah, There the sorrows and sufferings, the
soul-travail, and sacrifice, of the Lord Jesus
Christ, are very particularly set forth. Our
Jesus was clad about with all the sins of his
people, on his passion day. He was a man of
sorrows, and his soul was heavy unto death.
He sweat great drops of blood in the garden of
Gethsemane, under the infliction of the curse
due to sin. He was mocked, and scourged in
his body, till streams of blood flowed from
every part, from every pore. Ile was crowned
with thorns, and blood flowed from his sacred
temples, down his sacred face, so that * his
beauty was marred more than any man’s, and
his form more than the sons of men.” He was
nailed to the cross, and hung upon it six long
hours. He poured out his soul unto death.
He prayed for his very murderers; * Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
See Luke xxiii. 34. He saved a thief, who hung
on a gibbet, from dropping into hell: the man
cried out, * Lord, remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt
thou be with me in Paradise.” See Luke xxiii.
42, 43. The same Almighty Jesus can save you ;
therefore I cannot but entreat you to read over
what I write to you concerning him. If it
pleases him to look on you, to remember you,
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and look within you, it will be life and salva-
tion. It will turn your darkness into light,
and your very present hell into life everlasting.
My fellow men, and fellow sinners, Jesus Christ
is a free Saviour, and he saves freely and fully
every sinner who cometh to him. His love
surpasseth all thought. His mercy exceeds all
expression. His compassion goes beyond all
that we who have been favoured with it, can
possibly say. His salvation exceeds all praise.
He remembered me in my low estate, for his
mercy endureth for ever. He hath made
known in me the virtue of his righteousness
and death, and all this is the fruit of his own
royal bounty. I am in my nature-self as black
as hell; I am vileness itself; therefore you
cannot need Christ more than I myself do:
nor should your sin and sinfulness keep you
from thinking on him; nor should you, be-
cause you are what you are, keep at a distance
from him. There 18 room in his heart for such
as you are; there 1s room in his arms to em-
brace such as you are. There are bowels of
mercy in him, suited to such whose conditions
are as bad as yours. O that the Lord Christ
may bless you with a shine from himself. May
he look upon you with a look of love. O that
he may take your case under his own divine
and immediate consideration. May he exercise
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on you his bowels of mercy. May he pardon
you freely and fully. My heart says, so be it,
Lord Jesus, if agreeable to thy most holy and
righteous will. You may come, the Lord the
Holy Chost giving you a will, and welcome to
Jesus Christ. There is nothing on the part of
Christ to keep you at a distance from him. He
saved a Manasseh, a Magdalene, .a Thief, his
very murderers, Saul of Tarsus; and he can
save you. His salvation is free; he gives it,
with all the blessings of it, to sinners. Christ
is willing to save, his will is in salvation-work.
It is his royal will and good pleasure to save
sinners; to save them from all their sins; to
save them from Satan; to save them from the
world ; to save them from death; to save them
from everlasting damnation. You may read
his heart, his will, and the freeness of his
grace, in such words as these: ¢ Hearken
unto me, ye stout hearted which are far from
righteousness : I bring near my righteousness.
Isaiah xlvi. 12, 13. I will cleanse them from
all their iniquity whereby they have sinned
against me, and whereby they have trans-
gressed against me; and 1t shall be to me a
name of joy, a praise and an honour. See Je-
remiah xxxiil. 8, 9. Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols will 1
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cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you, and I
will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh;
and I will put my spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes. See FEzekiel
xxxvi. 25—27.” Here is the most absolute
sovereignty, and the utmost freeness of divine
grace, expressed in these declarations and pro-
mises of grace. I will add the words the Lord
Jesus Christ uttered himself, when he was in
our world, as recorded by the Evangelist, Mark
1. 28: ¢ Verily I say unto you, all sins
shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and
blasphemies wherewithsoever they shall blas-
pheme.”—Having set before you the freeness
of grace, and Christ’s willingness to save, I
draw to a close.

I will now, thercfore, my fellow men, and
fellow mortals, close with my parting word
unto you.

Your time for continuing in this present
world 1is very short. You will soon be called
to the bar of an earthly judge; he will pass
no other sentence on you than your crimes
deserve, according to the laws of this country.
I would advise you honestly to confess your
guilt before him; do not conceal any part of
the truth; you cannot recall what you have
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done amiss. You are in the sight of God; he
sees and knows all, and the uttermost of your
crimes. If, as it may be most probable, you -
will be condemned to die the death due to your
transgressions, it will be a most awful and so-
lemn season, when the judge pronounces the
sentence of death upon you.

My fellow men, and fellow mortals, tremen-
dous as all the process before you is, it falls far,
yea, infinitely short of what will befall you, if
you die out of Christ. You will by death fall
into the hands of ““the living God.” You will,
you must stand before the Holy Lord God. If
you are found at his bar in your sins, then the
sentence of his most holy law will be pro-
nounced upon you, which will be, ¢ Depart,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels.” See Matt. xxv. 41.

My fellow men, and fellow mortals, I do not
recite this with pleasure unto you; but to bring
vou, if the Lord please, to a clear apprehension
of your state. The Lord Jesus Christ himself
saith, “If ye die in your sins, where I am, thi-
ther ye cannot come.” See John viii. 20.

My fellow men, I beseech you to consider
this. If ye die in your sins, you will be
damned, as sure as you have at this time
breath in your nostrils, for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it: ¢ The wicked shall be
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turned into hell, and all the nations,” people,
and men, ¢ that forget God.” Do you think
you can bear to stand before the Lord of all the
earth, in the state and sins you are now in? Do
you think it will not make you tremble to eter-
nity, for the Lord God of heaven and earth to
banish you from his presence, and execute on you
his curse due to your sins? If you die in your
present state, will you not die Christless? If you
die as you now are, will you not die just as you
were born into this world? if so, you will die
unregenerate. The Lord Jesus Christ hath said,
« Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man
be born again, he canunot see the kingdom of
God.” John iii. 8. I fear you know nothing
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, to the present
moment; if you do not, then you are not re-
generated; if you are not, you cannot enter
into heaven. Now, my fellow men, and fellow
mortals, consider this. Itis of the uttermost
importance unto you. The Lord open your
eyes, that you may see, know, and understand
your state, for his name and mercy’s sake. The
Lord give you to apprehend the state you are in:
the Lord save you from neglecting the concerns
of your immortal souls. My fellow sinners, there
is now but a step between you and death. You
are now out of hell; and you are but out of
hell, and will very shortly be in it as sure as
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the breath is in your nostrils, if you die as you
now are, ignorant of the Lord Jesus Christ and
without faith in him, and without communion
with him. O seek therefore the Lord while he
may be found, call upon him while he is near.
Guilty and sinful as you are, yet the Lord Jesus
Christ is almighty and all-sufficient for such as
you are. There is room in the heart of Christ
for even such as you. There are bowels of
mercy with which the Lord Jesus Christ is
clothed, and which he will display and ex-
ercise on even such as you are. He can save
even you, in himself, with an everlasting sal-
vation. ke can cleanse your souls from every
spot and stain of sin, in his own most precious
blood. He can embrace even you, in the arms
of his mercy. He can save you, notwith-
standing your utmost sin and guiltiness, to
the uttermost display of his own grace, power,
and all-sufficiency. My fellow men, and fellow
mortals, consider this.

You are soon, very soon, in all probability, to
enter ou a boundless eternity. Your souls will
never die; they will exist for ever. The devil
will do all he can to deceive you; men can
do nothing for you; I would therefore speak
my parting word unto you, O that the Lord
God may make it effectual to you. The Lord

v
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himself saith, “ Let the wicked forsake his
way, and the unrighteous man [or the man of
iniquity] his thoughts, and let him return unto
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
See Isaiah lv. 7. I think these words are very
suited to your tremendous and most desperate
case, and present circumstances. They are not
my words, they are the Lord’s. He that speaks
them, can put forth his almighty power in them,
and with them in your souls; then all will be
well.  He who made the world by a word, can
speak everlasting life into your souls, from his
word, by his word, and through his word : if he
does this, then all will be well; if he does it not,
then you are lost to all eternity. This is with
him. Your everlasting state is before him. I
have said all I can unto you; the whole is now
between God and your souls. O that whilst
breath still remains in you, it may be given
unto you to call upon the name of the Lord,
for he is gracious and merciful.

My fellow men, and fellow mortals, I have
set the way of life, and the way of death, be-
fore you. I am, indeed I am, clear from you
blood.

Out of real pity and commiseration to you, I
again say, there is no time to be lost. O let no
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one thing take off your thoughts from the im-
portant subjects set before you. The question,
Am Iin Christ or out of Christ? is now, in your
circumstances, that which should engross the
whole of your inquiries.

My fellow men, my fellow sinners, my fellow
mortals, my bowels yearn over you. I know
your state; I know the danger you are in. As
soon as death hath done its office on your bodies,
you will have full proof of these important
realities which I have been setting before you.
“1Itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God.” Therefore the Lord Jesus
Christ once addressed himself thus to his own
disciples: “ And I say unto you, my friends,
Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do. But
I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear
him which, after he hath killed, hath power to
cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.”
See Luke xii. 4, 5.

Now I'leave all I have delivered thus unto
you, for your serious and solemn consideration.
I also leave 1t with the Lord, for him to make
it the savour of life or the savour of death. His
word cannot fall to the ground; heaven and
earth shall pass away, but his word is as immu-
table as himself. O that you may consider the

Y 2
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subjects set before you, and may the Lord give
you the true knowledge of your state, and the
saving knowledge of Christ and his salvation, if
it please him! Amen.

London, May 10th, 1811.
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THE

AGENCY OF NATURE,

&ec.

A SERMON.

Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created 5 and thou renewest the
Jace of the earth~Psalm civ.-30.

A this season of the year, we have a most glo-
rious evidence, to our outward senses, of the
goodness of God, who, by the ceconomy of the
agency of nature, manifested in the renewal of
the face of the earth at the return of Spring,
gives us fresh cause to bless the Lord, and to
speak good of his name. The Psalm before us
hath its peculiar subject, in the which the Lord
is magnified, and his praise celebrated for crea-
tion and providence, as exercised over the world,
man, and the creatures in it. It is good for us,
when we, in all our acts of worship, have such
particular subjects before us, as afford proper
matter both for our prayer and praise. The
Prophet begins this most sacred hymn with the
word Bless. Prayer is a very important ordi-
nance ; praise is a more exalted act of worship.
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Blessing, or to bless the Lord, this is the most
exalted. It is so even in heaven; it is the grace
which the elect angels of God’spresence exercise.
They praise Christ thus: Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing. Their highest act of worship in glory
is to bless God and the Lamb ; see Rev. v. 12.
Yea, the whole worship in earth and heaven, and
throughout all the vast empire of God, and by
all his creatures, is thus expressed : And every
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, heard
7 saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne,
and unto the Lamb jfor ever and ever. And the
Jour beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty
elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth
Jor ever and ever ; ver. 13, 14. The Psalm be-
fore us is thus begun: Bless the Lord, O my soul.
And this, for the majesty, wisdom, power, good-
ness, and glory of the Lord, manifested in the
creation, and throughout the whole system of
nature, and in this world on the which we dwell.
Few bless and praise the Lord for this, yet it
becomes us so to do. The church of Christ
do. The song offered is thus expressed : Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour,
and power : for thou hast created all things, and
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Jor thy pleasure they are and were created ;
Rev. iv. 11. Creation was God’s first act. He
raised up the present state to transact his vast de-
signs upon and over all the work of his hands—on
the whole posterity of Adam. Some of whom he
loved in Christ with an everlasting love, and some
of whom he left to the mutability of their own
wills, and is pleased to leave them entirely to
the same. Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord
my God, thow art very great; thou art clothed
with honour and majesty. Who coverest thyself
with light as with a garment ; who streichest out
the heavens like a curtain ; who layest the beams
of his chambers in the waters ; who maketh the
clouds his chariot ; who walketh upon the wings
of the wind ; who maketh his angels spirits, his
nunisters a flaming fire; who laid the foundations
of the earth, that it should not be removed jfor
ever. 'Thus he begins to celebrate the works of
the six days of the creation, as they are men-
tioned in the first chapter of Genesis. Then the
Psalmist takes notice of the providential dispos-
ing of all in the creation for the benefit of crea-
tures. This he instances in, by setting bounds
to the sea; in the springs and rain; in grass,
herbs, fruits, in wine and oil, and bread ; some
for the beasts, cattle, birds ; and some for man.
He takes notice of the hills and rocks, of the sun
and moon, of the night and day, by the works
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which are proper for both; in all which he read
a most gloricus and important lecture on the
providence of God over and towards all the work
of his hands. Then he breaks out with holy and
most devout admiration, saying, ver. 24, O
Lord, how manifold arc thy works! in wisdom
hast thow made them @il : the earih is full of thy
goodness. 'Then he reviews the sea, and takes
notice of the fishes and creatures therein. These
creatures have their dependance on God, for
their propagation, food, breath, and continnation
in existence ; which the Psalmist thus express-
eth, ver. 27, 28, 291 These wait all upon thee ;
that thou mayest give them their meat in due sea-
son. That thou givest them they gather ; thou
openest thine hand, they are filled with good.
Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled : thou
takest away their breath, they die, and return to
their dust. 'This brings me to my text: Z%ou
sendest forth thy Spiril, they are created: and thow
renewest the face of the earth. As'the words are
very expressive of the renewal of the face of na-
ture, every returning Spring, through the agency
of nature, under the control of God, so I will
aim to set before you what I intend to deliver
under the threefold division ; in the explaining
which I hope you may receive some real satis-
faction.

1. I'will give a brief account of the creation.
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and the influence the agency of nature had
therein ; as also, what it still has in the continu-
ance of it, in the regular course, beauty, and
order, in the which nature still appears.

2. That it is by the same agents, and agency
in nature, we have this present beautiful Spring,
which is to us anew creation. Tow sendest forth
thy Spirit, they are created : and thow renewest
the face of the earth.

8. That it is under the immediate influence
and influx of the Holy Ghost, that a spiritual
spring, and revival of life and activity, is enjoyed
by the saints, in and throughout the churches of
the Lord Jesus Christ; so that here, under this
head, I shall in a very particular manner, speak-
ing of his agency, adopt these words as well
suited by way of accommodation to this subject :
Thow sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created :
and thou renewest the face of the earth. May the
Lord lead me through these subjects to his glory,
and your satisfaction. Amen. This is the desire
and prayer of my heart. Thus I begin.

First. I am to give a brief account of the
creation, and the influence the agency of nature
had therein; as also, what it still has in the con-
tinuance of it, in the regular course, beauty, and
order, in the which nature still appears.

The first chapter of the Bible begins with an
account of the creation; of which the apostle
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says, Lhrough faith we understand that the worlds
were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which
do appear, Heb. xi. 8. He refers to the account
given by Moses concerning it, in the foremen-
tioned account of it. He received it from the
Lord, so that our belief respecting the creation
of the world is received into our minds there-
from. And we understand that the eternal and
incomprehensible Three, who had enjoyed essen-
tial blessedness, in their one self-existing Essence
from everlasting to everlasting, as the one Jeho-
vah, who is over all, in all, and through all, God
blessed for ever, were pleased to create this
world, and all things which are in it. In the be-
ginning God crealed the heaven and the earth.
And the earth was without Jorm, and woid, and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light, and there
was light ; ver. 1, 2, 3. Here are the three per-
sons in God concerned in creation. Here is
God, the Spirit of God, and God said, which is
thus commented on: By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made ; and all the hosts of them
by the breath of his mouth. Here is the Lord, the
word of the Lord, and the Spirit or breath of the
Lord, that is the Spirit, the same who gave the
first motion to creation; which is just what
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Moses had said, and creation is here ascribed
unto them ; Psalm xxxiii. 6. The Apostle John
says, In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made; chap. i
1,2, 8. John’s beginning is the same with
Moses’s beginning ; and the Word, which he
says, was with God, and was God, the same with
God said, Let there be light, and there was light.
It is also the same with Paul’s Word, by whom
he saith, the world was made out of nothing.
There was an innumerable company of atoms
created by God, those so minute as could by no
means be discovered. Out of these the Lord
formed. Itis with respect hereunto, that the
apostle says, Through fuith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things
whick do appear. 'The Lord claims the crea-
tion of the heavens and the earth as his own act.
Thus saith the Lord that created the heavens,
God himself that formed ihe earth and made it ;
he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he
Jormed it to be inhabited : I am the Lord, and
thereis none else. Isai. xlv. 18, When the Lord
God had formed the earth as an habitable globe,
and fitted and furnished it with all and every
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kind of good, fe formed the body of man out of
the dust of the ground, and breathed in at his nos-
trils the breath of life, and man became a lving
soul. Gen. ii. 7. 'This was the fruit of divine
consultation. And God said, Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness, and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over the catlle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing which creep-
eth upon the earth. Gen. i. 26. Upon a survey
of all, God beheld it was very good. Then he is
expressed by his great name, The Lord God.
Now, whilst the whole was produced by the
immediate power of God, yet as he created this
world to be a machine, so he created three
agents in material nature, to guide, influence,
and govern all things in it; and these were to be
memorials of the three great agents in grace.
Fire, light, and air, are the agents in nature, the
supporters of the whole mechanism in nature, on
the which the whole system, and all contained
therein, depend. They are the memorials and
visible representatives of the Eternal Trinity, on
whom the whole system of grace depends. All
natural motion, and life itself, depend on the
agency of nature, or on the agents in nature,
fire, light, and air. When itis so said, it is not de-
signed to convey the idea that these act, or are by
any means independent of the Incomprehensible
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God ; but this most certainly is designed, that
they act inder God, and always in most exact
conformity to his immutable will; so they are
God’s vicegerents. Whatsoever God doeth upon
earth, he doth by them. - It was by these the
earth was spread out above the water, the vast
receptacle for the waters of the sea, prepared,
and every thing out of chaos and confusion
brought into order, regularity, and beauty. It
is by these the world hath its continuance; it
being kept in the regular course, beauty, and
order in which it still appears, is owing to these.
Hence the Psalmist says, For ever, O Lord, thy
word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is
unfo all generations: thou hast established the
earth, and it abideth. They confinue this day
according to thy word : for all are thy servants.
Psalm cxix. 89, 90, 91. These were settled at
the creation to act the part in and throughout it,
which they do. Without them the whole uni-
verse would sink, for they act throughout the
whole. They also would instantly cease, if the
Lord withheld his power from them, for they
only exist and govern all created nature as he
wills, guides, and disposes them ; so that they
are so far from leaving any room for us to trust
in them for any thing, that they serve to give us
very clear and exalted ideas of our immediate
dependance on the Lord, for life, and breath,
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and all things. And the agents in nature, fire,
light, and air, prove this. There can be no fire
without air, nor light either; they exist and
co-exist one in the other, and in the same nature,
therefore are very proper symbols, as they are a
material Trinity, to be memorials and outward
declarations of the Trinity of persons in God.
The heavens in their nature are one, the condi-
tions in them are three. The heavens are a
fluid. Tire, light, and air, are the same in three
distinct conditions, yet one of these cannot exist
without the other. There is no fire without light,
no light without air; yet they may be distin-
guished ; but they cannot be separated. They
are one and the same in their essence. The first
motion of the earth, was from this agent, the air.
The Spirit of God moved upon the waters; and
this is the cause of perpetual motion. Itis from
hence the light issues; which agent in nature
springs from fire ; which fire is melted air, sent
out by the sun in every direction : and this is
the preservation of the creatures, and the cause
of propagation. What is said in my text of the
agency of nature, manifested in the renewal of
the face of the earth at every returning Spring,
might have been said at the very creation, and
on the bringing all into its pristine order, beauty,
and perfection. Thow sendest forih thy Spirit,
they are created; and thou renewest the face of
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the earth. 'The creation of the world was but
one act in God, for he spake, and it was done ;
he commanded, and it stood fast; Psa. xxxiii. 9.
Preservation is equal to a continual creation,
and this is a continued act in God. Qur Lord,
referring to it, says, My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work, John v. 17. It hath been con-
sidered by some divines, which is the greatest
act, creation or conservation; that is, the up-
holding all things, visible and invisible. The
reply is, they are one equal with the other;
they are the effects of one and the same omni-
potent Fiat; they are equally and alike proofs
of Jehovah’s power and Godhead. It is by the
same power by which the world was formed, that
it is continued in existence. Its being kept in
being, and men and creatures in it, proves the
same omnipotency which created it. The Lord
fully expressed all this, when he says, Lift up
your eyes on high, and behold who hath created
these things, that bringeth out their host by num-
ber : he calleth them all by names by the great
ness of his might, for that he is strong in power,
not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and
speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the
Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my
God? Hast thou not known? hast thow not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the
Crealor of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
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neither is weary? there is no searching of his
understanding. He giveth power to the faint ;
and to them that have no might he increaseth
strength. Isai.xl. 26, 27, 28. By the same power
by which the living God made the world, ke up-
holds it, and every creature in it; the weakest
creature, and the feeblest saint. But I will pro-
ceed and shew,

Secondly, That it is, by the same agency, and
agents in nature, fire, light, and air, we have
this present beautiful Spring, which is to us a
new creation. So says our text: Z%ow sendest
Jorth tty Spirit, they are created : and thou creat-
est the face of the earth. Sureit is, that the earth
was reformed after the deluge by the very same
agent in nature by which it was at first formed into
regularity, order, and beauty, that is, by the air;
for we read expressly, And God remembered
Noah, and every living thing, and all the catile
that was with him in the ark : and God made a
wind to pass over the earth, and the waters as-
suaged, Gen. viii. 1. It was by this means that
the fountains of the great deep and windows of
heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven
restrained, and the earth was dried. This serves
to shew how suitable the agency of wind, or
breath, or air, was to answer this end and pur-
pose. I would here introduce to your notice
and observation the words of the apostle, who

zZ
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says, For in him we live, and move, [or are
moved ) and have our being, Acts xvii. 22; and
desire you to observe with me, that as air is one
of the grand agents in nature, so it is also the
vehicle of natural life. We are implunged in a
body of air. As soon as we cease to receive and
draw in the same at our nostrils, we expire ; and
I think the following scripture is such a proof of
this, and also of the personality and agency of the
Holy Spirit in this very natural world in the
which we live, that I am at a loss how to account
for it, that it is seldom if ever referred unto or
quoted. It is in the account given of the de-
struction of mankind and the creatures at the
flood. And all flesh died that moved upon the earth,
both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beasts, and of
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,
and every man. Allin whose nostrils was the breath
of life, of all that was in the dry land died. [ All in
whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life.
So it is in the margin.] Gen. vii. 21, 22. The in-
comprehensible Trinity in the one incomprehen-
sible Jehovah, who is from everlasting to ever-
lasting immutably the same, without variableness
or shadow of a change, went forth into creation
acts; and the heaven and the earth being
formed, the earth and the waters were separated
from each other by the expansion, which was
effected by the agency of nature, created and
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appointed for that very purpose. By the very
same agency of nature the earth was reformed
after the Deluge; for as by the withdrawment
or suspension of the wind or air in motion, all in
whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life
died, so it was by the sending forth the same
wind, or spirit, or air, in motion, that the earth
was again renewed; and it is by the agency of
fire, light, and air, which are in perpetual circu-
lation, that all the operations of nature are car-
ried on. It is owing to them, every thing is
upheld throughout this whole material system.
The propagation of insects, beasts, plants, herbs,
trees, cattle, and man, is under, and infiuenced
by these. This present beautiful Spring, which
is to us a new creation, is ascribed to this agent
in nature, the air in motion: Zhow sendest forth
ihy Spirit, they are crealed : and thou renewest
the face of the earth. Our bodies are a won-
derful structure: the mechanism of them sur-
passes our uttermost conception. At the for-
mation of them, the Lord God formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed in at his
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a lwing
soul ; so that the very body of man may be
very properly styled a breathing machine. It
is fitted for this very purpose; it is sustained
by breathing ; it cannot exist one moment with-
out it; as soon as it ceases to breathe, that very
z 9
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moment it expires. The wise man, speaking of
the death of men and the death of beasts, One
thing befalleth them : as the one dieth, so dieth the
other ; yea, they have all one breath. Eccl.iii. 19.
The natural life of both is the air, this is the breath
in their nostrils; so that man in this respect hath
no preeminence above a beast. It is by the
withdrawment of breath or air from the crea-
tures, that both man and beasts, animals and
vegetables, die. So says the Scripture: Z%ou
hidest thy face, they are troubled : thou ftakest
away their breath, they die, and return to their
dust. Thou sendest jforth thy Spirit, they are
created : and thou renewest the face of the earth.
Man, beasts, birds, fishes, creeping things,
plants, trees, and every thing in our world in
which there is the breath of life, are so con-
structed by the Lord, that they have all of them
proper vessels for receiving and containing air,
which is the only physical cause of their life.
No doubt, but in reference to this, Job, in his
acknowledging of Jehovah’s omnipotency, says,
In whose hand is the soul of every living thing,
and the breath of all mankind, chap. xii. 10,
What is the best evidence with any of us, of a
good, sound, healthy constitution? Isitnota
good clear breathing ? Most assuredly it is. If
we breathe well, it is an evidence our lungs are
sound, and there is nothing promotes soundness
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of constitution more than good air. Will you
give me leave to speak a little folly? You know
Paul once spoke thus. He once said, Would to
God ye could bear with me a little in my folly :
and indeed bear with me, 2 Cor. xi. 1. 1 would
say then that I do think, if ourselves and medical
friends were acquainted with, and adopted what
may be called Hutchinsonian Natural Philoso-
phy, it would be for the advantage of our bodily
health. I once heard Mr. Romaine express him-
self thus: ¢ Our physicians have forsaken God,
and God hath forsaken them, and they cannot
give an account of one disease which befalls
the body. The cause of all diseases is the want
of breathing.” What is this but the want of
circulation? and we may all easily conceive
this is the cause of all disease. Then good air
must be the best physic, and that which pro-
motes and maintains proper breathing and re-
spiration, the only means to promote health,
strength, and longevity. I most assuredly might
here, by way of proof, quote the words of Job,
aud say concerning this, But ask now the beasts,
and they shall teach thee ; and the fowls of the air,
and they shall tell thee: or speak to the earth, and
it shall teach thee, and the fishes of the sea shall
declare ynto thee. Who knoweth not in all these
that the hand of the Lord hath wrought this? In
whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and
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the breath of all mankind, Job xii. 7, 8, 9, 10.
Health of body is an invaluable blessing: it is
better and far beyond all the wealth in the whole
world. Health of the soul is invaluable also. The
apostle John says to his well beloved son Gaius,
Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul pros-
pereth, 2 Epist. ii, Health of soul depends on
the breathings of the Holy Spirit within us and
upon us; bodily health depends on his stated
emblem in nature, wind, or air, in motion. The
Lord says, by way of promise to his people, And
ye shall serve the Lord your God, and he shall
bless thy bread and thy water ; and I will take
sickness away from the midst of thee, Exod. xxiii.
25. Iknow not any thing beyond this promise
for living on, that we may enjoy all this; and you
may depend on it, there cannot be found a better
recipe for life than good air, wholesome and
simple diet, and a mind without unnecessary care;
and in the kingdom of God’s dear Son there is
nothing beyond Christ, the bread of everlasting
life, the wine of the everlasting love of the Three
in Jehovah, to us, in Christ Jesus, and the breath-
ings of the eternal Spirit. In the true knowledge
and enjoyment of the same the enjoyment of ail
true blessedness consists; and we cannot but ac-
knowledge this, when we are in spiritual health
and vigour. It is by the agency of light and air,
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we have this present beautiful season: the sun,the
breezes, the rain, the dew, are the causes of the
beautiful season we now enjoy. Nor is the light
to be left out; for by the means of it, impelling
every drop of the same into every part of the
vegetative creation it is that there is that fructifi-
cation which is throughout the whole vegetable
world. It is so also in the mineral and animal
world. The air bounds and rebounds throughout
the whole universe. The light penetrates all
things, and extends itself to the very bottom of
the sea. Tire is inseparable from it: where the
one is, there is the other, there is nothing hid from
the heat thereof, Psa. xix. 6, We see not these
agents, they are wholly invisible ; we see neither
fire, light, or air; we perceive the effects they pro-
duce, that is enough for us. We all know, a season
past the earth was frozen, and closed up in dark-
ness; we see now a most sensible alteration in the
face of the earth, and all things in it; we see the
trees, plants, and hedges, all fresh clothed ; we
hear the birds sing and warble forth the praises
of their Maker; we, walking by the water and
rivers, see fish leaping up, as they would give
glorious praises to God; so that we may well say,
The earth, O Lord, is full of thy goodness. Itis, in
every sense, altogether glorious and worthy of
God. The whole system of nature so depends in
its different parts on each other, that the con-
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nexion, when dissolved in the least instance, proves
fatal. The very moment we cease to have com-
munion with fire, light, and air, that moment we
cease to live in this world. Fhere is a concatena-
tion of all things in this our world, that the Lord
is pleased to express himself thus: And it shall
come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, I will hear
the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the
earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the
oil; and they shall hear Jezreel, Hoseaii. 21, 22.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, who made the world,
who ordained the agents in nature, and under-
stands all their operations throughout the whole
empire of universal nature, and every thing,
cause, and effect, in this our world, was pleased
to speak to the people in parables; thereby elu-
cidating his heavenly doctrine, in so simple and
self-evident a manner unto them, that theyneeded
only to pay respect to the things of nature,
and they might have a general idea of the same.
Not but his doctrine far transcended all things
in nature: yet nature is the groundwork of grace,
otherwise how comes it to pass that the Bible
begins with it? Surely it must be allowed that
the first chapter of Genesis is the foundation of
all the Bible ; and what is there recorded con-
cerning the creation of man, lays the ground for
all that is afterwards related concerning man.
And we most assuredly have more concern in
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the creation of man in the image of God, with
the fall of man from that image, with the re-
demption of an elect remnant of Adam’s poste-
rity from the ruins of the fall, than we com-
monly conceive. It was but one thought in God
to will the whole creation, and foreappoint what-
soever should take place with all the whole sum
total of Adam’s offspring ; but it takes up suc-
cessive generations, and how many of these are
only known to God, to accomplish his vast de-
signs respecting them. We are but of yesterday,
and know nothing, because our days upon earth
are a shadow. We are all too apt to overlook
what true knowledge consists in, and wherein it
is to be found. It most certainly cousists in the
right apprehension of things, and this lies in a
very simple knowledge of them. Many seem to
misunderstand the term simplicity when applied
to the most important of all subjects, as if it inti-
mated weakness. No, it does not. Divines say,
in their discourses on the essence, persons, and
perfections of God, that He is the most simple
Being. They do not mean by this any thing
more or less than to express that the incom-
prehensible nature of Godhead is most pure and
perfect ; that it is wholly and incomprehensibly
intellectual : it is wholly what it is; nor can
any thing be added unto it. We say of a divine,
or a philosopher, he gives the most simple ac-
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count and statement of such and such articles of
faith, or such and such phenomena of nature, as
can be given. It is not understood in so express-
ing ourselves on either of these persons or sub-
jects, as if thereby was understood a weak ac-
count. So far from it, we understood thereby
that the very essence of these subjects is set forth
in a very clear and accurate manner. The eco-
noiny of nature is stupendous and wonderful, yet
its actings are full of the utmost simplicity. So
with respect to the cconomy of grace, the act-
ings of it on the mind are the very perfection of
simplicity : the effects produced are most tran-
scendently astonishing; so truly so, that they
will continue their effects in the subjects in
which they have operated in both worlds, in
earth and heaven, and that for ever. The crea-
tion of this world was at one act; the continu-
ance of it was the display of the former, and the
effect of the same. The appearance we now see
it in is the effect of the three agents in nature,
in, on, and throughout it ; most exactly as ex-
pressed in these words before us: Thou scndest
Jorth thy Spirit, and they are created : and thou
renewest the fuce of the earth. And thus it will
be continued in its season and rotation, until day
and night come to an end. The Spring is the
revival of all nature, of animal and of vegetable
life. The whole world is, as it were, clothed
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with its native glory.: it makes way for saying,
Thow wisitest the earth, and waterest it: thou
greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is
Sull of water : thou preparest them corn, when thow
hast so provided for it. Thow waterest the ridges
theregf abundanily : thou settlest the furrows there-
of : thou makest it soft with showers : thou blessest
the springing thereof. Thou crownest the year
with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness,
Psa. Ixv. 9, 10, 11. I proceed,

Thirdly, to observe and set forth, that it is
under the immediate influence and influx of the
Holy Ghost, that a spiritual Spring, and revival
of life and activity, are enjoyed by the saints, in
and throughout the churches of the Lord Jesus
Christ; so that under this head I shall, in a very
particular manner, speaking of his agency, adopt
these words, as well suited by way of accommo-
dation to this subject, Thou sendest forih thy
Spirit, they are created : and thou renewest the
Jace of the earth.

The Holy Ghost, whose stated symbol in
nature is @, breath, or wind, is in the spiritual
world what these are in the natural world. 1
might, by way of evidence and brevity, give
these three scriptural proofs of it. The first is
this. In the 37th chapter of the prophet Eze-
kiel, you have the following command and
prayer: Then said he unto me, Irophesy unto the
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wind [or breath, so it is in the margin.] Pro-
phesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus
saith the Lord God; Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live, ver. 9. The words are a prayer offered up
to the Holy Spirit, under the stated memorial of
him in the economy of nature ; for it must by
no means be allowed that the prophet prayed to
the wind : this would have been idolatry. He
prayed to the Holy Spirit according to his office
and economy in grace, that he would act as the
Lord and giver of spiritual life, and breathe on
those who were dead in trespasses and sins, and
thereby raise them from the death of sin unto a
life of righteousness, and thus become to them
the breath or spirit of life. Then, 2dly, we have
these words put up prayerwise in the Song of
Solomon : Awake, O north wind, and come, thou
south ; blow wpon my garden, that the spices
thereqf may flow out, chap. iv. 16. The prayer
is put up by our Lord, as the intercessor of his
church, to the Holy Ghost, that he would put
forth his sacred influences on the church, so as
that her odours and perfumes might be diffused.
This is expressed under the symbol of wind,
air, or breath, the north and south wind ; which
being granted, the church, under the influence
thereof, says, Let my beloved come into his
garden, and eat his pleasant fruits. 'This being
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granted also, the Lord and Bridegroom of the
church saith, I am come wmio my garden, my
sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh
with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with
my honey ; I have drunk my wine with my milk :
eat, O friends ; drink, yea, drink abundantly,
O beloved, chap. v. 1.

It is by the gentle breezes of the air that the
flowers emit their sweets, and waft their per-
fumes and odours; it is by the breathings of
the Holy Ghost on the saints and church of the
living God, that their graces are drawn forth
into act and exercise, and the smell of the church
is as a garden of perfume. Again, 3dly, our
Lord expresses the operations of the Holy Spirit
on the soul in regeneration thus: The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thow hearest the sound
thereof;, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth : so s every one that is born of
the Spirit, John iii. 8. 1 conclude these quo-
tations are in their place, and, properly con-
sidered, fully sufficient to prove what they have
been brought for, namely, to shew that the stated
emblem of the Spirit is air; and also, that what
the one is in nature, the other is in grace. I
might add to this, the action our Lord Jesus
Christ performed in his resurrection state, as
recorded by the evangelist. He tells us, Our
Lord breathed on his disciples, and saith unto



350 SERMON ON THE

them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost, xx.22. It
most certainly cannot but remind us of what we
read in the 2d chapter of Genesis, ver. 7. And
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul. And Elihu,
in the book of Job, expressly ascribes his creation
unto the Spirit Jehovah. The Spirit of God haik
made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath
given me life, chap. xxxiii. 4. With respect to
the personality, deity, omnipotency, glory, ma-
jesty, eternity of the Holy Ghost, let us view
the following scripture, and doubt and call
it into question if we can. Who hath mea-
sured the walers in the hollow of his hand, and
meled out heaven with the span, and compre-
hended the dust of the earth in a measure, and
weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills
i a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of
the Lord, or being his counsellor, kath taught
him? With whom took he counsel, and who in-
structed him and taught him in the path of judg-
ment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to
him the way of understanding ?  Behold, the na-
tions are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as
the small dust of the balance : behold, he taketh up
the isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is
not syfficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sujfi-
cient for a burni-offering. All nations before him
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are asnothing; and they are counted to him less than
nothing, and vanity, Isai. xl. 1¢, 18, 14, 15, 15,
17. This contains a most exalted description of’
the grandeur and self-existence of God; and all
this is personally and particularly predicated of
the eternal Spirit. He was before all things; it
is by him all things exist. e made the world 5
he governs the world ; all worlds, creatures, and
things, in heaven above or the earth beneath, i
and throughout all his vast empire and domi-
nions, are, in his sight and before him, less than
nothing, and vanity. He is the creator of new,
spiritual, and everlasting life, in the minds of his
saints. He forms them for a people to himself,
that they should shew forth his praise. He pro-
duces in them a new and supernatural birth, and
with the same imparts spiritual life, that they may
shew forth the praises of him who hath called
them out of darkness into his marvellous light.
The eternal and incomprehensible Three are
each and alike concerned in the complete salva-
tion of the elect. Election, which is the fruit of
everlasting love, is the act of the IFather, as
also the plan of salvation is attributed to him.
The sole and entire work of saving the elect
from all their sins, and out of the hands of all
their enemies, this is the work which God the
Son engaged for, and hath most completely
finished in his own person: in finishing trans-
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gression, making an end of sin, reconciliation
for iniquity, and in bringing in everlasting right-
eousness. It is the office of the blessed Spirit to
lead the children of the most high God to the
knowledge of all this. He is to reveal all this
unto them ; to give them so to apprehend it, as
that they may receive the same into their minds ;
to believe the truth of it in their hearts; to make
a confession thereof; to enjoy the blessings of
the Father’s love, and Christ’s finished work in
their hearts ; to walk in the knowledge and be-
lief thereof before the Lord unto all well-pleas-
ing. There can be no doubt, but a right under-
standing of the trinity of nature, fire, light, and
air, which are one in three, and three in one,
might give us clear apprehensions for our
understanding the immaterial Trinity, so far as
we have any need thereof. And this, without
setting aside the relations they stand in to each
other in the self-existing Essence ; for I like to
believe this upon the foundation of revelation,
without asking any questions, How, why is it so ?
We shall never know our own existence ; no, not
in glory. We know we do exist, but we know
not how we exist ; nor shall we ever know the
modus of the existence of the Three in Jehovah,
but so far as to acknowledge the same, and wor-
ship each of them as they are, Father, Son, and
Spirit, without being led to comprehend the
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same. We are obliged, from the scriptures of
truth, to believe more of their operations within
us, and upon us, than we can give any account of.
It is so with respect to this present season of the
year. We can say, this and the other is the case,
because fire, light, and air, so and so act; we
never saw fire, light, and air, in their essential
nature, nor how they act. Yet as causes only
produce effects, and these must, if we would
rightly apprehend them, be traced back to their
proper original, so it is as it respects the acts of
God’s grace towards us and upon us, put forth in
Christ, and made known in us, and unto us, by
the eternal Spirit. He is a person in the Godhead,
coequal with the Father and the Son. He is the
fountain of all spiritual and eternal life to the
saints, both in earth and heaven. All that any of
us know truly and spiritually of the Father’slove,
and of the Son’s salvation, is from him alone. The
medium by which we received it from him was
the word of truth, and it is herefrom we have his
light and instruction continued unto us. [ shall
aim to set before you this truth, that it is under
the immediate influence and influx of the Holy
Ghost that a spiritual Spring, and revival of life
and activity, are enjoyed by the saints, as also in
and throughout the churches of the Lord Jesus
Christ ; so that we may well adopt these words,
as well suited to this subject: Thowu sendest forth
2 A
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thy Spirit, they are created; and thow renewest
the face of the earth.

In the real experience of saints there is a
variety of changes ; this none who are taught of
God will deny : it is this we stand up for, that we
are called to live by faith ; that Christ is the ob-
ject of it ; his salvation the subject of it ; that the
gospel is the revelation of the same; therefore,
so far as we rightly believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and receive the Father’s testimony and
record concerning him, our faith is always one
and the same ; and our interest in him is always
one and the same ; and our state in him always
one and the same, let our frames and feelings be
what they may. There are winter seasons as well
as spring seasons,and summer seasons,and autumn
seasons in the churches of Christ, and in the
cases, frames, and experiences of the Lord’s
people. It is profitable for them it should be so ;
the winter is as necessary as the spring. Mr.
Romaine was once with a friend, who said,
¢« Sir, that tree is dead.”—¢ No,” replied he,
“1it is winter ; what would you therefore expect,
but that it should have the appearance of death?”
There is nothing to be expected from God’s
people, when it is winter with their souls, but
coldness and barrenness; nor are they to be
despised and cast off on that account ; nor can we
be revived from our cold and wintery frames but
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by thersturn of a spiritual spring, which can
only take place as the Sun of righteousness shines
upon us; the rain and dews of divine influences
descend on us, and the Holy Spirit is pleased to
breathe most graciously on us. Zhow sendest
Jorth thy Spirit, they are crealed ; and thouw re-
newest the face of the earth. We have the beau-
ties and perfections of a spiritual spring set be-
fore us in all its glories by the Lord himself, in
the following words: For the Lord shall comfort
Zion: he will comfort all her waste places ; and
he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her
desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and glad-
ness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the
woice of melody, Isai. li. 8. There are seasons
when the Lord is pleased to pour out of his
Spirit on his churches : then the gospel runs and
is glorified, the work of God is revived, saints
are refreshed. The church is like Eden, a para-
dise of delights, a field which the Lord hath
blessed, a vineyard of red wine. The Lord Christ
comes spiritually into it, fills the souls of his
people with joy unspeakable, and full of glory.
Christ is in the midst ; he shines, he looks, he
loves, he speaks, he warms, he refreshes, he
makes good that great promise, And I will satiate
the soul of my priests with fatness, and my people
shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the
Lord, Jer. xxxi. 14. All which is effected in the
242
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souls of the Lord’s beloved through the energy
and grace of the Holy Spirit. He lives in the
saints ; he dwells in them ; every motion of spi-
ritual life, every breathing and desire they have,
their real prizing of the Lord Jesus Christ, comes
trom tie Holy Ghost; they are indebted to him
for the same. Sometimes the churches of Christ
are greatly refreshed and enlarged by converts
added unto them. It is all through the influence
and influx of the Holy Ghost. Indeed, you may
read the account of it yourselves, then you will
confess that so it is: For I will pour waler upon
ham that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground -
1 will pour my Spirit upon thy secd, and my bless-
ing upon thine offspring. And they shall spring up
as among the grass, as willows by the water courses:
One shall say, I am the Lord’s ; and another shall
call himself by the name of Jacob ; and another
shall subscribe with his hand unio the Lord, and
surname himself by the name of Israel. 'This
is a most blessed account of what the gracious
influences, and influxes of the Holy Spirit
produce in the church; and how he renews the
face of it, and also renews it with fresh additions
of converts, and with new editions of spiritual
gifts and graces. The Spring is a season for good
and clear light, for fine sun, for a clear sky, for
seasonable rains, for good weather, for beautiful
and delightful walks, for green meadows; so,
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when it is spring season in the church, there
is good and clear light in it. Even Christ, whose
emblem is the light, and who says, 7 am the light,
it is in his light his churches are enlightened.
The sun is very fine in the Spring. When it is
spring in the churches, the Sun of righteousness
shines so bright and refreshing, that it is as a
morning without clouds, as the tender grass
springing out of the earth by clear shining after
rain. In the spring we have a clear sky ; so it
is also in the church ; the glory of God shines
upon us in the face of Jesus Christ. We have in
the spring seasonable and fine rains; so in the
church, when it is a spring season with it, the
Holy Spirit so visits it, that he comes down like
rain upon the mown grass, as showers that water
the earth. It is in general good weather in the
spring, and in the church we have a clear sky.
As in the spring we are, for the general, favoured
with beautiful, delightful walks, and green fertile
fields and meadows ; so to walk in the church, to
behold God, to be in the midst of her, how green
and flourishing she isunder the grace of Christ, and
the influences and breathings of the Hely Spirit,
this is most truly pleasant and delightful to a
spiritnal mind.  Such may with holy and devout
admiration break forth, and say, Zhou sendest
Jorth thy Spirit, and they are created : and thou
renewest the face of the earth. Beloved, you who
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are the people of God, all this might be brought
down to you, and each of you individually, as
distinctly one in Christ, and one with him, as
being each of you the temples of the Holy Ghost,
and the subject of his royal care and grace.
Whilst all which hath been said belongs to the
whole church, and to every particular church of
our Lord Jesus Christ, so it also is what each and
every particular saint of Christ is concerned in
and partakes of. Each of us, who are born of
the Spirit, have the same work of the Holy Ghost
one as the other. The work of regeneration is
one and the same in all ; it is wroughtin us ; our
souls are the subjects of it; it is our meetness
for heaven. We could not enter without it ; we
are thereby made meet to be partakers of the in-
heritance of the saints in light. Irom regene-
ration to glorification, nothing remains but for
the Holy Ghost to draw forth that which he hath
already implanted in our souls. He doth this in
a sovereign way, as is agreeable to the good plea-
sure of his will. ‘He doth it not all at once, but
by degrees; here a little, and there a little; in
some more, in others less. He exercises every

grace wrought in the believer, immediately on |
the Lord Jesus Christ, and this agreeably to the
revelation made of him in the word of’ the gos-
pel. It pleases the Lord the Spirit to live and
dwell in the souls and bodies of his people. Know
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ye not (says the apostle) that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own? forye are
bought with a price : therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 1 Cor.
vi.19,20. Our election in Christ is founded on the
Father’s everlasting love to us in him; our sal-
vation in Christ rests wholly on the everlastingly
finished righteousness and atonement of our
most precious Jesus; our knowledge of all this,
with our enjoyment of the same, and our com-
munion with the Father and the Son in the
actual participation of the same, this wholly rests
with the Holy Ghost. It is his prerogative royal
to give us the knowledge of Christ, to bring us
to believe on Christ, to shed abroad the love of
God in our hearts, to consecrate us for fellow-
ship with the Father and the Son. The Holy
Spirit’s first work is within us, his after work is
to work upon us. This consists in drawing out
to view what he hath done 1n us by his own in-
vincible power and operation. We are wholly and
entirely passive under the whole work of the
Spirit of God ; we only act as we are acted on.
Turn thou us, and we shall be turned. Mr. Joseph
Hussey speaks of the great service and use
the renowned Dr. Owen was of to the churches
of Christ in his day and generation, in his writ-
ing and publishing his work on the Holy Spirit,
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and his office in the souls of the regenerate. I
do not mean this is precisely the title ; the book
is well known.  The Doctor shews that the Holy
Ghost is the great agent, and the Lord’s people
are wholly and altogether passive in the whole of
his work upon them. Mr. Hussey says, the
churches were got into wrong views of this be-
fore the Doctor’s book came out, and that the
Lord blessed it very greatly to his saints. Itused
to be said, when I was a boy, it required more
for God to convert a man than it required
to make the world. This used to be the argu-
ment for it: because in creation there was
nothing to oppose, whereas in conversion there
was every thing in the man to oppose. Most
agssuredly this was strange logic, for who can
withstand omnipotency, or hinder the Lord God
from working on the creature, if he will do so?
Surely none ; for he says, 1 willwork, and who
shall let et? My counsel shall stand, and I will
do all my pleasure. We are wrought upon by the
Holy Ghost in the day of his power, and most
divinely conquered by his own irresistible grace.
Let us, therefore, give him the glory of'it. We,
beloved, had no hand in our regeneration: we
are wholly indebted to the Holy Spirit for the
same, and so we are for all which hath followed
it. We were wholly passive in the revelation
which he made of Christ, and the Father's love
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in him, to our minds. We were wholly passive in
all his taking of the things of Christ, and shew-
ing the same unto us. When it pleased him to
shew us our personal interest in the Father’s
everlasting love, and in the salvation of the Son,
we had no concern in the same ; we were wholly
and only the subjects the Holy Spirit was pleased
so and so to reveal these subjects unto ; and he
enabled us so and so to appreliend them, and re-
ceive and enjoy the same; yet we ourselves per-
formed no act, that it might be our blessedness,
by knowing and enjoying the same. It may be
you will not easily acquiesce in this, that under
all we know and may have received of the know-
ledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and our heavenly
Father’s love into our minds, and inay have en-
joyed of the same, that we have been as passive
under it as Lazarus was in the grave ; when our
Lord said, Lasarwus, Come forth. And he that was
dead came forth. 'The Holy Ghost in regenera-
tion works a supernatural faculty in the mind :
this he opens; it is this which he enlightens ;
into it the bright beams of the light of ever-
lasting light shine. The glory of God’s ever-
lasting love in the person of Jesus Christ is re-
flected ; the mind is supernaturally illuminated,
and hereby the person is made wise unto salva-
tion by faith which is in Christ Jesus. The Holy
Spirit 1s pleased to open the scriptures to the
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mind, to shew what of Christ is revealed in thenr;
to make the same the matter of meditation; to
lead thereby into a more full acquaintance with
the Saviour ; and thus to make Christ more pre-
cious, and the scriptures, in the which he is re-
vealed, and by the which we receive him into
our minds, more and more increasingly precious.
As the Lord the Spirit is pleased to act thus with
any of us, we feel and enjoy the benefit, and we
cannot but give him the glory, and ascribe all the
praise to him. The words of our text appear to
us very suited to the subject, and very suitable to
express our sense of the grace bestowed on us
thereby. Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are
created : and thou renewest the face of the earth.
Believers in the Lord, we have reason to bless
the Lord that we were born into this world, and
that we have been new-born in it, and have been
as such translated into the kingdom of God’s
dear Son. We are now as safe and blessed as we
ever shall be, yet we are not so perfectly sensible
of it as we shall be in the state of glory. We shall
never be more perfectly beloved by the Holy
Three in Christ, nor more completely blessed,
accepted, and saved, when we are in heaven, than
we are now this very instant ; yet we shall then
have a more complete knowledge and enjoyment
of the same. We are now in the state of grace ;
we shall then be in the state of glory; and this
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is all the change and difference which will ever
take place in us. Now (says the apostle) we see
through a glass, darkly ; but then face to face :
now I know in part, but then shall I know even as
also I am known. What we see and believe of
Christ, and the Father in him, from the scriptures
of truth, now, is as great a realityas it will be then.
We now receive it into our minds through the
channel of faith ; we shall then have the whole
set before us in the vision of God and the Lamb,
and enjoy the same by supernatural sense. The
Holy Ghost goes on from regeneration to glori-
fication, to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, by
taking of his things and shewing them to us.
And thus we all, with open face, beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Believers, the
greatest change which is ever to pass on us is
passed already ; the changes which follow are but
gradual ones. Even eternal glory is but a change
from grace to glory.

May we love the Holy Spirit, and bless him
for what he hath wroughtin us! He can in one
moment, in the article of death, fit us for the
highest communion with the eternal Father and
Son in glory. Yord! give us to see this to be a

truth. Amen.
FINIS.
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