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TO THE READER.

Ir is the highest honour that can be en-
joyed by any creature to be enabled, under
the influence and teaching of the Spirit of
God, to speak or write suitably to the
majesty and grace of our most adorable
Lord Jesus Christ: nor is it, by any means,
a blessing of low degree to be assisted un-
der the same divine influence to speak well
of, or attempt to recommend to others, the
honourable works of the servants and mi-
nisters of Christ—seeing that this employ,
although secondary, has the same grand
and ultimate object in design, under the
divine blessing, of setting up and exalting
Him, in the view of the Lord’s people,
“ whose name alone is excellent ; his glory
above the earth and heaven.”
Ag



v TO THE READER.

Reader—What iscontained inthe present
publication will be found ¢ a word fitly
spoken;” and therefore, *¢ like apples of
gold in pictures of silver”— fitly spoken,”
inasmuch as in its fofal sum it is o give
glory to the Divine Three in Jehovah, for
the exercise of their marvellous grace
towards sinners, in the Person, mediation,
and salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ:
in detail—to glorify God the I'ather for
his love to the elect in Christ—to praise
God the Son for his life and death, wherein
consists his great salvation—and to mag-
nify the name of God the Spirit, for his
ineffable grace in making known to the
minds of his called people the love of the
Father and the salvation of Christ, and for
putting them into the actual possession of
the blessings ordained for them.

It moreover i1s “a word fitly spoken,”
seeing that on the warrant of divine writ,
it encourages poor convinced sinners to
put their full trust in the God of salva-
tion thus revealed to them ; and holds up
to the view of such, Christ in the perfec-
tion of his righteousness and atonement,



TO THE READER. A4

as Lhe foundation for the hope of sinners
owards God and confidence in him, set-
ting our most adorable Lord Jesus before
thems in the majesty of his Godhead, and
in his all-sufficiency to save; and with
equal lustre—1n the love of his heart and
bowels of compassion towards poor undone
sinners who would fain lay hold on him
for eternal life.

The manner of the Author’s doing this
is highly worthy of notice, in that with all
spiritual  simplicity and wisdom it is a
leading the mind, by means of the written
word, immediately to Christ, to trust in,
make use of, and enjoy him, indepen-
dently of all that is of self and the creature.

It is indeed most blessed, to be enabled
W declare the dignity, majesty, and glory
of Christ; nor is it, let it be observed,
less glorious and blessed, to be enabled to
%Pen to sinners, as our Author does, the
Yery heart of Christ, in setting forth to
them his power and readiness to save, and
4150 his merc ¥, compassion, and tenderness;
0 that the poor and necdy, and he who

ath pg helper, may understand that there



vi TO THE READER.

is no hinderance to their most freely par-
taking of the rich grace of our most blessed
Lord. In the contents of this volume this
will be found to be most happily done.

This clear, scriptural exhibition then of
the love of God, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, and of the grace and salvation of
Christ, God-man, is suited, under the
divine blessing, to inform the understand-
ing—to engage the affections of the regene-
rate mind—to lead out of self to high priz-
ings of Christ—and to rest on, enjoy, and
be happy in him.

That these invaluable ends may be
answered in your perusing the following
pages, and the praise be given to the (vod
of all grace, is the earnest prayer of

Yours, in the gospel
Of our Lorv Jesus,

W HORE.

Pentonville, 1st March, 1618,



A

BRIEF EXPOSITION

ON THE

EIGHTH CHAPTER OF THE PROVERBS

OF SOLOMON.

Iy this Chapter the Holy Ghost is pleased
to set forth to us the Lord Jesus Christ, in a
most engaging way and manner, to the intent
that the glories and excellencies of this trans-
cendently great and lovely Saviour may cap-
tivate and engage our hearts, and fix them
supremely and firmly on him.

To such as are acquainted with their Bibles,
and are often employed in reading them, they
Cannot but observe a very great similarity
between this, and the first Chapter of John’s
Gospel. In both, the Eternity, Person, Di-
vinity, and Glory of the Great Head Mediator,
SaViOur, and Lord of his Church and People,
are unveiled and declared. Thus Christ and his
Grace (the subject-matter treated of in this

B



2 EXPOSITION ON

Scripture before us) being of the greatest conse-
quence to them,  Wisdom,” who is no other
than God incarnate, is most graciously pleased,
to introduce what he hath to say with a very
solemn preface. This is expressed in the fol-
lowing verses. Doth not wisdom cry? and un-
derstanding put forth her woice 2 She standeth in
the top of high places, by the way in the places of
the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of
the city, at the coming in of the doors. Then
this divine person, Jesus the Mediator, who s
the power of God, and the wisdom of God, ad-
dresseth himself in a very peculiar manuer to
his auditors, saying, Unto you O men I call, and
my woice is to the Sons of man. And because poor
sinners are apt to turn a deaf ear to the voice
of Christ in the everlasting Gospel of his Grace,
therefore he speaks in a very particular manner
unto them, and calls for their particular at-
tention unto him, saying, O ye simple, under-
stand wisdom ; and ye fools, be ye of an under-
standing heart. Sinners are ignorant of God,
and of things which concern their everlasting
peace. Christ is the fountain of wisdom, and he
is most graciously pleased to make the Simple
wise unto Salvation, by faith in his blessed self.
He is pleased to make them spiritually wise.
He gives them eyes to see the evil of sin; hearts
to know the bitterness of it; minds enlightened
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to know him as the complete Salvation, the
Almighty friend, ofall who betake themselves to
him. He speaks, and the dead hear. He con-
tinues to speak, and his word gives light and
life tosuch as sit in darkness and in the shadow
of Death, his word being to them Spirit and
Life. He says, Hear, for Iwill speak of excellent
things; and the opening of my lips shall be right
things. Indeed the Lord Christ is truly excel-
lent. His person, his name, his righteousness,
his atonement, his offices, his word, his pro-
mises, the applications of his grace and mercy,
are all transcendently excellent. What is
spoken in the Scriptures concerning his essen-
tial divinity, his divine personality, as one in
the incomprehensible essence with the Father,
and the Holy Ghost, is most divinely, un-
speakably, yea, infinitely excellent. What he
hath to say of himself in this Chapter, of the
eternity of his person, of his durable riches and
righteousness—of his all-sufficiency to make his
people completely and eternally happy—of
their being the objects of his infinite love and
delight, is transcendently excellent. As these
subjects are to be introduced, he may well
demand attention. He may well claim our
utmost fixation of mind on what he is about
to deliver. Blessings on him--his love is un-
speakable—his mercy is inexhaustible—his Sal-
B2
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vation is perfect —his lips are full of grace and
trath. They are as Lilies drupping sweet smel-
ling myrrh. He speaks to all the cases of
his people—to their every fear: Hear, says
he, for I will speak of evcellent things. He does
so. For he speaks of the excellency of the
divine love, which is from everlasting to ever-
lasting; of the excelléncy of his righteousness,
which is everlasting, immutable, and to and
upon all them that believe; of his blood, sacri-
fice and death, which have eternal worth, and
are of everlasting virtue and efficacy; of his
everlasting Salvation, in which all the spiritual
seed of Israel shall be saved, and shall for
ever glory. What things our Jesus hath to say to
poor sinners in the gospel of his grace, are right
shings. These subjects he speaks freely and
fully on, as he proposes. For my mouth shall
speak truth, and wickedness is an abomination to
my lps. Of all which, he may say, .14 the
words of my mouth are in righteousness, there is
nothing froward or perverse in them. They are
all plain to them that understand, a nd right to
them that find knowledge. They are soul-nourish-
ing words, which convey health to the diseased.
and consolation to the mourning heart. A4/
the words of my mouth (says he) are in righte-
ousness. He is true and faithful. All he speaks
may be safely received and depended on. His
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promise to receive every one that cometh unto
him shall be fulfilled. There is not a word
which he speaks shall ever fall to the ground.
He may well say of his words, There is nothing
froward or perverse in them. Our Lord invites
poor sinners to receive what he says to them:
Receive my instruction, and not silver, and know-
ledge rather than choice gold. There is not any
thing in worth or worthiness will bear compa-
rison with the words, doctrines, instructions,
and truths, which Christ is pleased to utter,
give, deliver, and express for the benefit of
all poor sinners, whose ears and hearts he hath
opened to receive him and his words of truth
and life. To draw out their hearts to him, and
his most precious words of grace; He saith,
Jor wisdom is better than rubies; and all the
things thow canst desire are not to be compared
toit. The knowledge of Jesus Christ, which is
what is meant, is beyond all things. No words
can speak its value, it exceeds in worth ten
thousands of gold and silver. The knowledge of
Christ is Life eternal. He cannot be known
but by his word and by his spirit; when he is
rightly known, we, in knowing him, know
also our union to, and interest in him. We know
his finished and perfect righteousness and
blood to be our complete salvation. We know
that our sins are pardoned, and persons justified
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from all things. We know that we are passed
from death unto life: that we are in the king-
dom of God’s dear Son: that our names are
written in heaven: which knowledge is what
endears Christ to our hearts: nothing, in point
of worth and excellency, can be set in com-
pare with it. . He further says, I Wisdom dwell
with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty
inventions: signifying that all knowledge cometh
from him, who is wisdom itself. And it must
be so, because in him are laid up all the trea-
sures of wisdom and knowledge. He then shews
inwhat true wisdom consists, The fear of the
Lord is to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy ; and the
evil way, and the froward mouth do I hate;
counsel 1s mine, and sound wisdom. If smners
would be wise for time and eternity, they must
go to Christ for 1t. I, saith Jesus, am under-
standing. 1 know the whole of your cases. I am
perfectly acquainted with all your maladies.
Come to me, I have perfect cure for you.
Trust in me, I have the balsam of life; and I
will administer it unto you. Lean with all your
weight on me. I have strength to bear you up,
let what enemy soever be engaged. And, asa
further opening to a display of his mediatorial
power, love, and unsearchable riches, He says,
By me kings reign and princes decree justice. By
me princes rule and nobles, even all the judges
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of the earth. Christ as God-man, mediator, is
King of kings and Lord of lords. He is seated
by his Father on the mediatorial throne, and
thus addressed and proclaimed: I have set my
king upon my holy hill of Zion. Thy throne O God
is for ever and ever. He is his church’s King.
He is King of saints, King of nations, King of
kings, and Lord of lords. Then this blessed
prince of the kings of the earth speaks most
sweet words, to allure, encourage, draw, and
affect the hearts of all his beloved ones, and
especially does he in them address himself to
such who in their youth are seeking him. I
love them that love me, and those that seck me early
shall find me. These words are sweet indeed.
O that he may speak them to all your hearts,
who love him in sincerity and truth. It is not
that his love to you is founded on your love to
him; no, his love was from before all time.
But he is pleased thus to express himself, to show
how he esteems your love to him, though it is
but the fruit of his own grace. And more
especially he thus expresses himself, because he
is here speaking to young persons, who being
converted to him, the particular evidence of it
does not manifest itself by a faith working
distinctly and immediately on his person, love,
work and word, but in a real love to any, to
¢very thing which belongs to him. To such he
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speaks the following words, in which he bids
exceeding high for your hearts, you young
people that love him. Set your minds on
riches, honour, long life, and endless felicity,
and seek all thisin Christ, then you will never
be disappointed: stretch your desires and affec-
tions as vast and high as you may, Christ is
able to give to and bestow on you all spiritual
blessings. He says, riches and honour arewith
me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. Christ’s
riches are unsearchable, durableand everlasting.
He puts honour on all his beloved oncs: he
takes them into fellowship with himself: he
opens his good treasury of grace and glory to their
view. Hesays to them, 4/l are yours. Riches
which surpass all thought. Honour which traly
ennobles, riches which will last to eternity, and
righteousness as immutable as Godhead are with
Christ. are in Christ, are bestowed by Christ;
and he will continue the same on such as he
loves, for ever. He says further, My fruit is
better than gold, yea, than choice gold; and my
revenue than choice silver. The love of his heart,
the words of his mouth, the righteousness of
his life, the efficacy of his death, the fruit of it,
which is salvation, peace, pardon, and joy in the
Holy Ghost, are better than all things. Better
than gold, yea, better than the choicest gold.
The inward sense, enjoyment, and experience,
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which Jesus Christ gives his people, of these
inestimable blessings in their own souls, are
petter than choice silver. He is the leader of
his people into the knowledge of himself] his
righteousness and grace. This he does by his
word and Spirit: I lead in the wav of righte-
ousness in the midst of the paths of judgment;
that I may cause those that love me, to inherit sub-
stance, and I will fill their treasures. Such as
Jove Christ, having the eyes of their minds
opened to take in his glories, to receive his
truth, to apprehend his personal and mediatorial
fulness, have soul satisfaction, heart content, and
real happiness, in what they know of him. In
the knowledge of him, the faculties of their re-
newed minds are filled with substantial peace,
the heart with holy joy. They inherit and
possess substantial good. Wehave an example
of this in the Apostle Paul, who, speaking on
this same subject, saith, Yea, doubtless and I
count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. The mind
enlightened to know Christ, the understanding
further enlarged to apprehend the person, love,
engagements, incarnation, righteousness, sacri-
fice, burial, resurrection, ascension, coronation,
and life of Christ in heaven, where he lives as
the representative saviour, friend, high priest,
and brother of his people, fills the souls of
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such as love him with treasures of greater worth
excellency, and duration, than can be expressed,
Jesus had in the name and person of Essentia]
Wisdom, even the second Person in the incom.
prehensible and self-existing Essence, thus
spoken, to win the heart, attract the affections,
warm the mind, incline the ear, and draw the
souls of such as were under the work of the
Holy Spirit, and felt the influences of his grace
on their minds, to attend to what was to be
spoken; and He particularly applied himself to
such as love him, and shewed them that he
valued a place in their hearts ata very high rate,
and therefore proposed his own person, riches,
righteousness, aund honours, as a portion for
them; and plainly declared that here they
would find employment for all their spiritual
facultics, a sufficiency to yield them everlasting
content and holy satiety in the exercise of their
minds; on which they would inherit substance,
permanent, durable, lasting—yea, everlasting.
Their treasures, i. e. the faculties of their minds,
would hereby be divinely filled with that know-
ledge of him, which is life everlasting; and
in consequence of it, have such communion with
himself, as is heaven upon earth; a blessing to
be esteemed next to glory—uninterrupted com-
munion with God in all his person and per-
fections, through the medium of the God-man,
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peing the consummate blessedness of the state
of glory. Next, the Son of God, the essential
Wisdom, who is one with the Father and the
Holy Ghost in the Godhead, speaks of him-
self; and what he says is most truly wonderful
and divine. His essential, personal, mediatorial
and relative glories, are the subject. What he
was in the Father’s view and repute, as the
object of his eternal love and complacency,
with his interest, concern, and concurrence with
the Father, in all his works of creation, provi-
dence, and grace, with his own eternal delight
and solace in his bride the church as the object
of his infinite love, he most freely expresses:
The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way,
before his works of old. The God-man was the
first born of all God’s thoughts, ways, and
purposes. The essential Three had never gone
forth into acts of Creation, had not the second
Person in the essential Essence condescended
to become a creature. He, according to the
willand counsel of the eternal Three, was to be
God-man, in whom all the fulness of the God-
head was to be displayed, to the manifestative
glory of all the three Persons in Jehovah. In
the union of the essential Word of God, with
the man Christ Jesus, or, in other words, the
Union of the only begotten Son of God, with the

Umanity pre-ordained by the Father, to be
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assumed into personal union, the uttermog;
shine of all the essential glory of Jehovah was ¢,
break forth, to the utmost stretch of the cres.
ture’s capacity of beholding and enjoying. Thig
union of God with a creature, God being per-
sonally thus manifested in human nature, was
what Jehovah’s vast mind was employed on
before all worlds. And God-man, or the Son
of God, predestinated to creaturc-union, to be
God and man in one person, was laid in God
as the foundation of all his acts of grace, crea-
tion, and providence. The Lord possessed me in
the beginning of his way before kis works of old.
The Son of God, who is personally distinct from
the Father and the Holy Ghost, yet co-equally
existentwith them in the essential unity and per-
fection of Godhead, was set up in his personal
glory, as God-man, and in his headship and rela-
tion to his church, and in his office-character,
as mediator, from everlasting. He bore the
personage, wore the garb of God-man elect,
and was thus treated and considered by the
eternal Three before the world was. Jehovah
the Father, possessed him as his treasure;
and all his purposes, counsels, works, and ways.
began in, and with him. I was (says this divine
speaker) set up from everlasting ; from the be
ginming, or ever the earth was: when there wert
no depths, I was brought forth ; when there wert
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” fountains abounding with water. All which
prove, the eternity of the person of Christ as
God-man: for though he was not incarnate until
the fulness of time, yet the Son of God existed
pefore all time. And as the second Person in the
incomprehensible Essence, he was set up accord-
ing to the will of all the Three in Jehovah, as
God-man, even from everlasting; and by him,
as God-man, God created all things; yea, all
things are said to be created by his divine
person, who is here under the title of Wisdom,
and that as God-man. For a proof of it, exa-
mine the first chapter of the Colossians; a great
part of which may be looked on as a solemn
comment on this very part of the chapter now
before us. At the 15th verse, the Apostle,
speaking of Christ as God-man, says, who is the
image of the invisible God, the first-born of every
creature. Upon which it follows, For by him
were all things created that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, wisible and invisible, whether
they be thronmes or dominions, or principalities,
or powers, all things were created by him, and
Jor him ; and he is before all things, and by him
all things consist. Verses 16, 17. e himself
Speaks of his being present with the I'ather from
CVerlasting; of his being present with him
before, and at the creation of all things.
Before the mountains were settled; before the
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hills, was I brought forth. {As God-man elect)
While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the
Jields, nor the highest part of the Gust of the
world. When he prepared the heavens, I we
there; when he set a compass upon the face of
the deep; when he gave his decree to the sea, tha
the waters should not pass his commandment,
when he oppointed the foundations of the earth,
Next follows an account of the life of blessed-
ness, of union and communion with the Father,
which the God-man lived before all time, and in
his non-incarnate state: Then I was by him as
one brought up with him; and I was daily his
delight, rejoicing always before him.  Which is
expressive of that ineffable delight enjoyed iu
mutual communion with the Father and the Son,
in the foreviews they had of all the vast designs,
thoughts, counsels, and purposes formed in the
Infinite Mind, concerning all their ways and
works, acts, ends, and ultimate view in election,
creation, and providence, with their eternal
purposes towards all the creatures, and the
whole creation of God; which plan, drawn in
the eternal mind of Jehovah, afforded infinite
complacency to all the Persons in God. The
God-man, in whom all the elect were chosen, i
whom they had life and representative being
and existence, from eternity—He, as God-
man, the brightness of the Father’s glory, and
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the express image of his person, wa the
cternal head of his body, the church; and as
peheld by the Father as God-man, was the object
of infinite delight; and as beheld as the head of
the whole election of grace, as the foundation,
corner-stone, and centre of the whole creation,
as the beauty and ornament of the whole uni-
verse; as the beginning and end of all the ways
and works of God; was rejoicing always before
him, rejoicing in the habitable parts of his earth.
In his being to be brought forth upon it, by his
open incarnation; rejoicing in living on the
habitable parts of Jehoval’s earth, in his incar-
nate state, and expressing in his life and by his
death his love to his Father and his people, to
the very uttermost; as the person of Christ,
the man of God’s right hand, that Son of man, made
50 strong for his ownself, that man who is Jeho-
vah's feliow. whose name is The Lord of Hosts,
was the object of ineffable love to all the Persons
m Jehovah. so the elect church, chosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world, was the
object of Christ’s eternal delights. Thus he
Says himself, in the following words:—and my
delich s were with the sons of men. This opens
the very heart of Christ, and shews how it was
fixed on his church from everlasting. Yea, in
these words, as in a glass, we may view his love
' be a love of the utmost complacency and
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delight. These words declare how the church
was viewed by her heavenly Bridegroom, as his
choice one, his social companion, with whom
he was for ever to dwell in the state of glory,
Our Jesus, having thus opened the holiest of
all, and admitted us to a view of his ancient and
unspeakable love and complacency which he
had forandtook in hisbride the church, declaring
plainly that as he was the supreme object of his
Father’s love and delight, the elect and chosen
ones whom the Father had given to him, were
the object and subjects of his invariable love
and delight, concludes with a very solemn
address, by way of application, saying, Now,
therefore, hearken unto me, O ye children, jfor
blessed are they that keep my ways. Hear in-
struction, and be wise, and rcfuse it not. Christ
would have you, as sinners, come to him for the
water of life and the bread of life. He wants
you to bring nothing to him but your sins,
wounds, wants, and miseries. He is full of
virtue, to heal the whole of your spiritual
diseases. He hath everlasting health and sal-
vation for you, and his wounds and stripes
proclaim it; for by his stripes we are healed.
His fulness of grace is infinite and inexhauvstible;
you may come and receive your wholc salva-
tion, and all the blessings of life everlasting
out of it, and be most blessed for ever; you may
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approach Christ with all your miseries, he will
pear you up under them, and turn themall into
an everlasting cause for you to sing aloud of
his mercies. O that you may give him your
ear! Receive his instruction! it will make
you wise with that wisdom which cometh from
him. Blessed are they that hear his voice,
speaking in his gospel, and by his word to them.
He further says, Blessed is the man that heareth
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the
posts of my doors ; for whoso findeth me, findeth
life, and shall obtain jfavour of the Lord: but
he that sinneth against me, wrongeth his own soul.
All they that hate me, love death.

Thus our Jesus closes his most divine and
heavenly lecture with a word concerning the
exceeding sinfulness of sinning against him by
rejecting his gospel, neglecting his great salva-
tion, and living in unbelief. May you who
are believers in him have your ears afresh
opened, to hear his blessed voice: may the
eyes of your minds be opened to take in some-
thing of his primordial glory. Look at the
account he gives of his own eternity, and how
hestood the object of his Father’s ineffable love
and delight. Consider your election in him,
With your union, relation, and interest in him,
With his love and delight in your persons from

c
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eternity, and say if the consideration does
not warm your hearts !

May the Lord the Spirit bless what is written,
and make it the means of endearing Christ unto
you! Amen.



A

PARAPHRASE

ON THE
FIRST EIGHT VERSES

OF THB

FORTY-SECOND CHAPTER OF THE
PROPHET ISAIAH.

It is exceedingly pleasing to a spiritual mind
to have the Lord Jesus Christ most highly
exalted. To sit under such ministers as speak
highly and honourably of the ever blessed
Immanuel, is what believers in Jesus cannot
but love and delight in. And sinners, when
awakened by the Spirit of God, and brought to
see, know, and feel, their own sinfulness,
guilt, and apostasy by nature and practice from
the Lord, the fountain of living waters, need
the best of preachers and the clearest preach-
Ing; such as may point out to them the person,
the character, the work and office, of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and discover to them the love
of his heart, and how freely he receives sinners
Wto the arms of his everlasting mercy—how
c2
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completely he saves them who fly unto him,
and that with an everlasting salvation. We
have at this time the greatest of preachers—
the best of sermons—the very choicest subject
which ever was, or can possibly be delivered,
The preacher hath Christ for his text and con-
text—his end and aim is to exalt him. Lvery
thing is said which can possibly be a inotive,
excitement, and encouragement, to lead con-
vinced sinners to renounce themselves, and trust
alone on Jesus; whose mediatorial work, office,
grace, and fulness, are so clearly stated and
freely explained, as to be all-sufficient to feed
the spiritual understanding with delight, and
cause the heart to leap for joy.

Jehovah the Father speaks and reveals his
co-equal and co-eternal Son, in his complex
person as God-man—the object of his ineffable
love, complacency, and delight; and calls upon
us to behold this most adorable Person, as di-
vinely invested, solemnly consecrated, anointed
and furnished for acting the part of a glorious
Mediator.

VERSE Ist.  Behold my servant, whom Fuphold;
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth ; I have
put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth
Judgment to the Gentiles.

The Son of the living God is essentially one
in the Godhead, with the Father and the Spirit
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co-equal and co-eternal with them, in all the
esseutial perfections of the self-existing Essence.
He is God—the Son of God—God-man—the
Head—Mediator—and Saviour of his churchand
people. He is the second Person in the incom-
prehensible Godhead, by a necessity of nature:
as truly and absolutely Jehovah, as the Father
and the Spirit are. His being God-man—the
Fellow of the Lord of Hosts, is by the will,
counsel, covenant, and constitution of the Eter-
nal Three. And as God and man, united by per-
sonal union, he is the brightness of the Father’s
glory, and the evpress image of his person. As
God the Son essentially dwelling in our nature,
he is the object of the infinite love and delight
of the eternal Father, and the eternal Spirit.
God the Father proclaims him as such to an
elect world. He would have heaven and earth
filled with his glorious praise. He would that
his name, person, fame and renown, should
sound and be known throughout the churches
of his saints, that the whole earth should be
filled with the glory of his majesty. As this
most adorable Person, who, though equal in
Godhead with the Father and the Spirit, was
most graciously pleased in the feederal transac-
tions of the Divine Persons, to condescend to
Sustain an office in the covenant of grace, and
act the part of a divine Mediator, he is here
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published as such. And as the Father would
have every eye and heart fixed intensely op
him, he therefore makes use of the word beholg,
with a design to fix the mind on him, in whon,
is all his delight. This is a word most frequently
used in the scriptures when Christ is spoken
of. Itis to call off our attention from all other
objects and subjects, to view and consider the
matchless and most inestimably precious Sa-
viour, the Lord Jesus Christ. If everany object
or subject was worthy our attention, this before
us is. Here is the record of God concerning
his Son; he would have us look at him as
he does; he would have us be as well pleased
with Jesus, as Ae is; he would have us take in
sights of him from the written word; he
would have us trast as fully and confidently on
the person and work of this great and all-suffi-
cient Mediator, as his word gives us warrant
for; in so doing, we should both glorify the
Father and the Son. Bekold him, in whom
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead per-
sonally—who 1is the fulness of grace, and the
fulness of glory—in whom it hath pleased the
Father that all fulness should dwell. 'The God-
man—who is the foundation, centre, and ob-
ject, of all the counsel and thoughts of Jehovab,
from everlasting! Behold him, who as God-
man, is the first-born of all Jehovah’s purposes
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and decrees; with whom he took counsel, and in
whom he laid all his vast and infinite designs,
Behold him, who is the head of all principalities
and powers, the head of his body the church!
Behold him, as the eternal head of the whole
election of grace, the fountain and spring of
their supernatural life, grace, and blessings.
Behold him, as their divine surety, represen-
tative, and Mediator, who engaged with his
Father on their behalf, and shewed his friendship
for them before all time, in engaging as their
Covenant-Head, to fulfil the law on their behalf,
and make his soul an offering for sin.  Behold
him, as the Father's servant in the matchless
work of redemption; in which he performed a
service to his divine Father, and for the everlast-
ing benefit of his church. His service was, to
obey the holy law, to magnify all its precepts,
fulfil all its commands, to sustain all its penal-
ties; and so to remove sin from his people, by
the sacrifice of himself, as to deliver them from
the imputation of all their guilt, and the curse
due to their crimes.

This is what the Father calls us here to behold.
And such as are favoured with this sight
are blessed, holy, and happy, in this person,
and in his finished salvation. God himself be-
holds a sufficiency to satisfy his vast and infinite
mind for ever. Having called our attention to
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his coequal and coeternal Son, as God-man-.
Head--Mediator—and Surety—he speaks of
him as upheld, and furnished for his glorious
work and office by him. Saying, Belold my ser-
vant whom I uphold, mine elect, or chosen one, i
whom my soul delighteth!—the person of the God-
man—such are his glory, perfections, excel-
lency, and fulness, that he is sufficient to satisfy
the heart of God, and yield increasing delight
to the Infinite Mind, for ever and ever. This
testimony the Father bore of him before his
incarnation. He bore the same divine testimony
of him, and to him, when he was in his incarnate
state. At his baptism, and transfiguration, the
Lord Christ was sealed as the Messiah, with
those very words which the Father pronounced
with an audible voice from Heaven, saying,
Tlhis 1s my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
They are quoted from the prophet, and the Lord
God pronounces them, and they are to the same
effect. Read either way, in whom my soul de-
lighteth, or in whom I am pleased, and it cannot
but afford a feast to the believer’s mind. «f
have,” adds Jehovah the Father, « pusr my
Spirit upon him;” so that he is completely
furnished for his work and office, which will
fully appear: for, «“ He shall bring forth judg-
ment {0 the Gentiles.” 'These words and the
following are inserted in the twelfth chapter
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of Matthew’s Gospel, with some small variation,
and applied to our divine Lord; whose life,
character, and conduct, realized what is here
written of him. Thus the Father sets forth
Christ in his office-capacity, as Mediator—as
infinitely delighted in his person—well pleased
with his office, and discharge of it, as being
abundantly qualified for his whole work, and
the full and complete performance of it. The
Spirit was on him; he was filled with the Holy
Ghost, 1n all the fulness of his gifts and graces;
and out of his heart and mouth, he was to
bring jforth judgment to the Gentiles; which
was to be the effect of his preaching the ever-
lasting Gospel, in his own ministry, and by
the ministry of his apostles. The Gospel 13
a most glorious display of the manifold wisdom
of God. In it all the will, counsel, covenant,
thoughts, purposes, ends, and designs, of the
essential Three, towards the elect, are contained.
By it, and the open preaching and publication
thereof, the whole of the divine counsel is
made known; and sinners, by the enlightening
rays of the Holy Ghost shining on the word
which reveals Christ as the Father's ordinance of
life and salvation, and reflected on their minds
as renewed by the Holy Spirit, are made wise
unto salvation, by faith which is in Christ Jesus.
They know him hereby, and the power of his
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resurrection, and see him to be the end of tie
law for righteousness, to every one that believeth,
They receive him by faith in the promises,
which set him forth to their hearts, as made of
God unto them wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption: and in believing
the record, and receiving the testimony which
God hath given of his Son, they set their seals
that He is true: theyset their seals to the truth
of God, and in so doing, honour him. Yea,
this is the highest honour that can be done
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
in our world, namely, to behold Jesus as the
Father hath set him forth in the everlasting
Gospel; to believe on him for life everlasting;
to receive the testimony which he hath given
in the scriptures concerning him; to look on
Jesus as the Father doth; to be as well pleased
with him and his perfect work, as the Father
is: this 1s to honour all the Persons in the
Godhead; and beyond this, none of the saints
in glory can possibly perform any act of wor-
ship, nor more acceptable to the eternal Three.
O! the riches of grace! Sinners, you are not
called to look at yourselves, to look into your-
selves, to view your sins and sinfulness. Ifyou
were not what you are, you would not need a
Saviour: but you are called to look off your-
selves, sins, miseries, and every other object and
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subject, and to look on Christ, in whom are life
and salvation—in whom the springs of eternal
plessednessare contained: and that very moment
you obey the Lord’s command, and through the
almighty and sacred energy of the Holy Ghost
behold Christ the only begotten Son of God, the
Lamb of God, the Father’s elect and chosen one,
whom he hath appointed to be the alone Medi-
ator, his salvation to the ends of theearth—you are
saved for ever. In beholding Jesus, you have
manifestative salvation. Delievers, you have
the same object proposed to you, that fixes
God’s will, love, and delight on you, and that
will continue it fixed on you for ever. Nothing
can exceed the blessedness of constantly be-
holding Christ; it is the life of faith, the death
of legality, the mortification of sin; the grand
cause of perseverance; it is heaven upon
earth, yea, it is the heaven of heavens in glory,
to behold Christ, God-man; it yields an eternal
feast teo all the ransomed of the Lord within
the vail.

The Father proceeds in his account of Him
in whom his soul delighteth, describing the way
and manner in which he would perform his
mediatorial work.

Verse 2d, He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor
Cause his woice to be heard in the strect.

This is descriptive of our Lord’s conduct;
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who, though he spake openly in the street,
and in the synagogues, and spake too as never
man spake; and wrought a variety of miracles on
the souls and bodies of men, giving thereby in-
contestable proofs of his eternal divinity and
mission ; yet in it he sought not his own glory,
but his Father’s, who sent him. He did not heal
all sickness and all manner of disease among
the people, he did not cast out devils, open the
eyes of the blind, walk on the boisterous sea,
turn it into a calm, raise the dead, foretel
future events, in an ostentatious, pompous way
and manner; but in so concealed a way, though
the facts could not but gain him a glorious
name and spread abroad his fame and praise,
that it was evident he did not seek outward
applause. He shall not cry, or complain, or bring
any charge or accusation against any; he shall
not lift up his woice in menaces and threat-
enings, but be silent, put up with all abuses,
and patiently bear every affront, as he most
eminently did; nor cause his woice to be heard
in the street, pronouncing his own praise. He
should in all his ministry act agreeably with his
mission ; whilst his acts proclaimed him to be
the Messiah, of whom all the prophets bore
witness. Yet he conducted himself in his dispo-
sitions and actions agrecably to this divine pro-
phecy. Hence it is, that this is applied to
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him by the Evangelist, Matthew: and having
recorded in his twelfth chapter, how our Lord,
having kealed great multitudes which followed him,
charged them that they should not make him
known; this apostle is led to make an appli-
cation of what was written in this prophecy of
Isaiah, to our most adorable and precious Imma-
nuel. The Father is pleased in the next verse
to give us the character of Christ, and it is a
most divine and lovely one.

Verskt 8d. A bruised reed shall he not break,
and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he
shall bring forth judgment unto truth.

All that the Father reveals and hath to say of
his beloved Son, is to recommend and endear
him to poor, guilty, perishing sinners; he reveals
him as the ransomer, and with transporting
joy says, I have found a ransom, or atone-
ment. Job xxxiii. ver. 24. He proclaims his
almighty power to save, saying, I have laid help
upon one that is mighty. Psalm Ixxxix. ver. 19.
And here he gives us the true character of the
Almighty One, on whom he laid his help, that
we, receiving it and believing it, may apply to
Christ, that he may prove by the display of his
own grace and mercy in us and upon us, that he
15 all this to poor sinners. This scripture hath
been of great use, and afforded divine encourage-
Ment and support to many sorts of persons in
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our world : such as have been awakened by the
Spirit of God, and have had a sight and sense of
their own sinfulness and weakness, have found
what Jehovah the Father here says of the
tenderness and affection of the Lord Jesus
Christ, to be very supporting and reviving to
their minds. Such as have closed with Jesus, and
been long acquainted with him, have, under the
various experiences which they have had of their
own wretched hearts and inconstant frames,
found it very sustaining to their distressed
minds, to reflect on what the Father hath re-
corded of the bowels of Christ, of his tender-
ness and compassion to them. And souls who
have back-slidden from the Lord God, when
brought by the Holy Spirit to loath themselves
for it, distressed beyond conception with the
peculiar guilt of its being the very essence of
sin to depart from the Lord the fountain of
living waters, which hath been their case, have
found this account of Jesus very salutary, re-
freshing, and relieving to their poor, guilty,
distressed minds. And even the most eminent
Saints in the church of the living God, find
enough in it to suit and comfort them. T will
aim in a particular manner to point out this
characterof Christ, with the persons mentioned.
They are described as bruised reeds and smoking
Sflaz, Our Lord’s character is, that he is tender
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and compassionate ; he will not break the one,
nor quench the other. Such are the wisdom,
oodness, and mercy of God, thatthere is the
atmost display of all the riches, the evceeding
rches of his grace, in his kindness towards us
through Christ Jesus. 'The holy, blessed, and
glorious Trinity, have appointed the man Christ
Jesus to be the medium of union and channel
of communion with the elect. And by his
personal union with the only-begotten Son of
God, God became incarnate, taking our nature
without all spot of sin into union with his
divine personality; and thus he became one
with his people, of the same nature with them.
This is the Lord’s own act, and it may well be
marvellous in our eyes. In the person of Christ
Jesus God-man, there is the utmost display of
the nature, persons, and perfections of Godhead.
In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead. To
him there is the fullest and freest communi-
cation made of all the love, mercy, and grace
of the Godhead; and in him, and by him,
there is the utmost realizing and manifestation
of it. He, as the surety of the everlasting co-
Venant, took our nature, that he might be capa-
ble to take to himself, and on himself, our sins,
and sustain the punishment due unto them.
He, as the alone mediator, who was to be crown-
¢d with Glory everlasting, took our nature,
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with all the sinless infirmities of it, and lived ip
our nature in our world, and felt and experienced
all sorts of miseries. e felt what it was to be
despised by men, to be forsaken of God, to feel
the burden of sin, to be encompassed with the
fierce wrath of the Lord God Almighty, and
to be tempted by the devil. He learnt in the
discharge of his office here below, what human
nature is; the sorrows, feclings, exercises and
temptations to which it is exposed and sub-
ject; and He is in his mediatorial office, to
exercise and display all the bowels of divine
love and mercy. As Mediator, though as such
he is the Holy One of God, yet in the discharge
of his mediatorial office as the Father’s servant,
He cannot despise any poor sinner who ap-
proaches Him, let that sinner’s sins, sinfulness,
case, and personal circumstances, be what they
may. His heart is all love, his bowels are
altogether full of mercy, his pity is most truly
divine: there is not a sin in any who come to
Him, but he most freely pardons; there is no
wound sin has given them, but He most effec-
tually heals; there is no feeling they have, but
He most kindly observes; there is not a secret
motion in their souls towards Him, which He
fails to attend unto. Their weakness draws out
his strength, which he shews the perfection »Of
in bearing them up, under all their manifold
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weaknesses: their complaints draw his ear,
their afflictions his eye, their very sinfulness
his compassions, their very confession of their
exceeding great and inward depravity, his
grace; SO that his bowels are kindled towards
them; He echoes back to the voice of their
cry: 1 will surely have mercy upon you, saith
the Lord. All which is truly agreeable to his
office in the economy of the everlasting cove-
nant by the divine Trinity: therefore the Father
here sets him forth in his inexpressible pity;
tenderness, and compassion towards poor sin«
ners. Is it the case of any of you, readers,
to be brought to feel your sinfulness, misery,
and want of Christ; are any of you in your
own souls, cases, frames, and experiences, most
properly described, as bruised reeds and smoking
flax? My friends, without entering into any
further interrogations with you, I will describe
and set forth the case of one, who may be pro-
perly denominated a bruised reed and smoking
flax: and then shew you the compassion and
8race of Christ Jesus towards him. A person
Qickened with spiritual life by the Spirit of
the living God, who is inwardly awakened by
3 sight and sense of the exceeding sintulness
of sin, and his lost state and condition, and
MUised in mind with an apprehension of falling
"o the hands of the living God, before whom
D
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all must appear, may be very justly pointed
out by this metaphor. He is as a reed, which is
very weak, as a bruised reed, which is perfect
weakness. He can do nothing to save himself,
nor to help himself; he feels nothing in himself
but sin, bruises, and weakness; how to stir or
act, he knows not; he is altogether swallowed
up in the thoughts and views of what he is, so
that he may in his own account, and that of
others, be considered as truly expressed, and
very properly denominated a bruised reed. 1f
Christ hath compassion on such, it must be
rich grace indeed! What is added to this
simile, by pointing out the same person as
smoking flax, as it leads still further into the
subject, so it also most gloriously exalts the
mercy and compassion of Christ Jesus. Minis-
ters themselves, although they may be clothed
with the bowels of Christ, and endued by him
with that wisdom which enables them to win
souls to him; yet they have neither eyes to set
nor skill to treat, nor compassion to come dowt
and descend low enough to deal with poo!
souls in the first dawnings of grace and mani-
festations of God’s love towards them; no, if
is the peculiar royalty of Christ himself, to hav®
skill to deal with afflicted consciences: to spﬁak
a word in season to such as are weary and faint
“in their minds under soul maladies, spiritual
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conflicts and burthens. 7%e Lord God, says this
glovious Mediator, hath given me the tongue
of the learned, that I should know how to speak a
word in season to him that is weary. Isai. 1. ver. 4.
A poor creature who is most properly denomi-
nated a bruised reed, may well be further de-
scribed under the figure of smoking flax; be-
cause such, thovgh the work of God’s grace is
begun by the Holy Ghost within them; though
they are truly born of God, and have the
Spirit of God within them; yet their views,
feelings, frames, and desires, are like smoking
Sfax; they neither know their own wants, nor
how to express them; they cannot speak out
their cases at the throne of grace; nor to
God or man give a plain and simple account
ofthemselves. Ifthey express themselves about
their feelings and love to Christ, and desires
after him, there is nothing but incoherency
In it; more smoke than light: yet as there is
o smoke, but fire is in it as the cause, so their
Smoky expressions have an evidence in them,
that the love of God is in their hearts; but
this at present is only known to God. His
Ministers and people are often puzzled and
Perplexed what to say to such, or think of their
Cases, It may be, such ministers too as we con-
®eive most profoundly skilful in the word of
rlghteousness, are so far above taking notice
D2
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of such souls, that they keep at a distance from
them; yet whoever is in such, or, if it be pos-
sible to conceive, a lower case in spiritual frames,
sense, and feeling, is notwithstanding theobject
and subject of Christ’s compassion. Hear it,
ve that have ears to hear, and admire the
grace of Jesus. A bruised reed shall he not
break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench;
he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. Our
Lord looks at the heart, reads the work, and
attends to the breathings of his own Spirit
therein; understands well the wants, desires,
and out-goings of the mind towards him: and
though the poor soul cannot utter himself
upon any one point or subject about eternal
things, so as to gain the ear and attention of
real saints, yet our Jesus, the head of them,
who knows the inward and spiritual frame and
bent of the mind to be towards him, is gra-
ciously pleased to increase inward and spiritual
strength; to breathe upon the soul, and perfect
what he hath begun, by enlightening their un-
derstanding into the knowledge of his person,
love, salvation, offices, word and promises : and
thus he brings forth judgment unto truth; be
brings forward the work of grace in a gradual
way and manner, to a clear and scriptural judg
ment concerning him, and the Father’s love i?
him, to every soul who trusteth in him; which
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work appears evidentially manifested by leading
the mind to centre in him, who is truth itself,
This divine character of Christ, drawn up by
the eternal Spirit, pronounced by the Father,
contains every thing that can make Jesus pre-
cious to all who know him. T can truly say
it has endeared, and will for ever endear him
to my heart; and to the present moment I feel,
and find I am in myself, but a bruised reed and
smoking flax: mnor do I want to feel or find
myself to be otherwise, because this fits me for
the merciful compassions of Christ, to be dis-
played and exercised on me in a most marvel-
ous way as such. O Sirs, whoever of you re-
ceive this divine character given by the Father
of Christ into your hearts, and most freely and
cordially give credit to it, you in so doing
honour God more than all your sins ever dis-
honoured him. Bruised reeds, and mourning
souls, you who are as smoking flax, more smoke
than light, and {1 your own feelings just ready
to expire, as it respects any desire you can at
times perceive after Christ and spiritual things;
take courage, read it over again, and bind round
your hearts whatis here written and declared of
Christ; it will do your souls good like a medi-
Cine to believe it.  Who can doubt the mercy,
the tenderness, the sympathy, the affection
of Jesus to his beloved, in the lowest cases,
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frames, and feelings, which they can possibly be
in, or can be exercised with, when he finds it
recorded to the honour and praise of Christ,
that he will be to them all that which their
cases call for and require?

Jehovah, the Father, speaks further con-
cerning this illustrious Prince of peace, of life,
and love, and describes him in his going forth,
and goings on in planting the Gospel, and
establishing it in the world. The Father de-
clares that Messiah should persevere in his
glorious work, and pursue his glorious exercise
of grace, in the free discharge of his mediatorial
office, as King of Zion, King of saints, King
of nations; as being King of kings, and Lord
of lords. This is the subject of the next
verse. May the Lord the Spirit shine upon it.
Amen!

Verse 4th. He shall not fail, nor be dis-
couraged, till he has set judgment in the earth;
and the isles shall wait for s law. This is a
turther declaration to the honour of this great
and divine Mediator—of the love of his heart—
the immutability of his will—and his going on
in defiance of all opposition with his great and
glorious work.

He shall not fail ; no part of his work shall be
left undone; no words of his shall fall to the
ground; mo promise of his shall fail. His
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pame is from, and will continue to, ®vEr-
1asTING. His throne is eternal: he is seated
on it, and fully invested with all power, both in
heaven and in earth. His mediatorial kingdom
ruleth over all.  He is head over all things to his
church, which is his body, the fulness of him that
filleth all in all.

Though this Almighty Jesus had hell and
earth against him, yet he bore them down, and
they are become his footstool. No seeming or
real impediment to his gospel, government,
church and people, in this present evil world,
discouraged him. He went forth from con-
quering and to conquer, with the crown on
his royal head, and will for ever be Jesus,
the almighty and invincible Conqueror. The
Father foresignifies it by the prophet, for the
support and confidence of his church in Him,
saying, He shall not_fail nor be discouraged till he
hath set judgment in the earth, i. e. his glorious
and everlasting gospel; which being effected
by his omnipotent arm, it is added, and the
isles shall wait for his law ; which is expressive
of the same invaluable blessing, viz. the glorious
gospel of the blessed God, which being sent into
the Gentile world, by the preaching of the Apos-
tles, was to be continued to the elect church,
until all the purposes for which it was sent were
fully answered. Not the malice of the unbe-
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lieving Jews, the tyranny and persecution of the
Romau Emperors. the rage of Papists or Maho-
metans, should put an extinction to it. No;
our J +sus ruined the Romaun Pagan empire, and
rolled up all their Pagan worship as a scroll;
so that there was a great ear/hquake in the em-
pire, i. e. a total revolution and change in their
political and ecclesiastical state and worship; and
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair and the
moon became as blood ; and the stars fell unto
the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely
Jigs, when she is shaken of « mighty wind. And
the h eaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled
together; and every mountain and island were
moved out of their places. Rev. vi. ver. 12, 13, 14.
The whole empire was overturned as Pagan
worship ceased, by means of Constantine the
Great, who was, as some historians say, a Briton,
and born at York, in this our kingdom. After
this great revolution, and the empire became
christianized, and the Arian heresy had infected
and was admitted into it, our Jesus sent the
Goths and Vandals against it, and raised up
the Saracens and Turks, and permitted the
Pope of Rome, and the false prophet Mahomet,
to distress the false-hearted professors of the
gospel, and some real saints. Yet all this did
not frustrate the vast designs of our Lord—
they were the very accomplishment of them-
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He has set judgment in the earth, and the isles
shall wait for his law.

It pleased our most precious Lord to send
his gospel, very early after his ascension, into
our isle of (ireat Britain. Bishop Newton, in
his Dissertations on Prophecy, says, « there is
some probability that the gospel was preached
here by Simon the Apostle; there is much
greater probability that it was preached here by
St. Paul; and it is an absolute certainty that
Christianity was planted here in England before
the destruction of Jerusalem. Agreeable to
this, Eusebius informs us that the Apostles
preached the gospel in all the world, and some
of them passed beyond the ocean to the British
isles.”

So that it is probable, within thirty years after
our Lord’s ascension, and coronation in heaven,
he sent his everlasting gospel into thisisle ; and,
blessings on him, he has continued it from that
time to the present moment. Even under the
darkest season of popery, the glorious light has
been continued in England, though shat up and
confined; and by it our Jesus has done his won-
derful acts, which ought to be had in remem-
brance, By whom he sent it, is not so clear:
S0 that some say it was by Simon Zelotes; others,
Joseph of Arimathea; others, the Apostle Paul;
and certain it is, there is the name of a British
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lady, who was at Rome, when Paul was then
and there a prisoner. Sheis mentioned by him
in his 2d Epistle of Timothy, c. iv. v. 21, who
requesteth that her Christian salutation might
be presented to the Evangelist Timothy. Her
name 1s Claudia. In this land of our nativity,
our Jesus hath visited great numbers of our
predecessors, when they were sitting in dark.
ness and shadow of death, and guided their feet
in the way of peace. In this our own kingdom
he raised up that morning star of reformation,
John Wickliff. In this land he has had his
truth sealed with the blood of a noble company
of Martyrs, who loved not their lives unto the
death; who were taken to his bosom and
mounted thither in fiery chariots. He has
raised up some of the greatest lights in his
British Israel that ever shone forth since the
apostolic age. In the remembrance of some of
us, he has raised up some great instruments, by
whose ministry he has wrought effects in the
souls of multitudes, which will last for ever.
Nor will he cease. But in due time the fulness
of the Gentiles, and his ancient people, the
Jews, shallbe brought in to him the true Shiloh.
Then all nations shall fall down before him,
all kingdoms shall serve him; and the whole
earth shall then be enlightened with his glory.
"Then shall he be great to the ends of the earth.
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our Lord Jesus had the dew of his youth, on
pis ascension—coronation——and ENTHRONIZA-
rron in Glory, when the Holy Ghost being shed
sichly on the apostles, and primitive church at
jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost, three thou-
sand were converted under one sermon, and
added to the Lord; and five thousand under
another sermon.  And this work of conversion
increased, and continued to be the case for a
considerable time, so that multitudes were
added unto the Lord. It was the case even
under what is styled the ten Roman perse-
cutions. Andthough Rome Pagan wasexceeded
by Rome Papal, in persecuting and drinking
the blood of the saints, yet the true church of
Christ was continued,and increased even, under
the tremendous persecutions of the one, and
the martyrdoms of the other. Hence that
saying, The blood of the Martyrs is the seed of
the church.

What the Father here says of the success of
Christ— He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till
he have set judgment in the earth, and the isles
shall wait for his law, may be compared with
what js expressed in the promise to the Me-
diator, and recorded in the 89th Psalm; where
Jehovah the Father saith, 7 will set his hand also
W the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. He
Shall cry unto me, Thow art my father, my God,
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and the rock of my salvation. Also I will maj,
him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the
earth, ver. 25, 26, 27. 'To which may be addeq,
the promise of the Father to the Son, on the
performance of his work, and entrance into
heaven, Ps. cx.ver. 1, 2, 8. The Lord said unt,
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send
the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in
the midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be
willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of
holiness, from the womb of the morning: thou hast
the dew of thy youth.

This Psalm was written by the inspiration of
the Holy Ghost. The person speaking is
Jehovah the Father. The person spoken to is
Messiah, the Prince of Peace. The true and
everlasting highpriest, Melchisedec—who liveth
after the power of an cndless life. What is said
runs thus—>8it on my right hand wuntil I make thy
Joes thy jfootstool. 1t is a figurative expression
of the exaltation of Christ—expressive of the
honour, power, dignity, and authority, to which
Lie was raised by the counsel and covenant of
the Eternal Three. He was to sit on his medi-
atorial throne until all his enemies were sub-
dued; and being seated on it, he must reign till
he hath put all enemies under his feet. All
written in this psalm hath been, or will be
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qsccomplished  His sufferings were effectual as
an atonement for sin.  His priesthood in heaven,
founded on the offering of himself, is ETERNAL.
His kingdom is an everlasting one. He hath
universal empire over all worlds, beings, and
things. He ruleth over all. His exaltation is
to the highest dignity. He sits at God’s right
hand, at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens. His conquest of his
enemies is most sure. No arm, no power can
withstand his. The gospel must prevail, and
have increasing success, because the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.  He shall see of the tra-
vail of his soul, and shall be satisfied. And God
is not @ man, that he should lie, neither the son of
man, that he should repent: hath he said, and
shall he not do it 2 Or, hath he spoken, and shall
he not make it good? His word is his act and
deed. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
his word shall not pass away. The word of the
Lord endureth for ever. It will have its full,
final, and everlasting accomplishment. The
Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion,
throughout all generations. Praise ye the Lord,
Hallelyjah.

The Father is pleased to open most freely the
great transactions between him and his coequal
Son, concerning the great work of mediation
and reconciliation; and because this is an immi-
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nent act in God, from which our salvation
originated, and that we may have a clear viey
and spiritual and right apprehension of it
Jehovah introduces it in the following manner,
with this most sublime and important preface,

Verst dth. 7 hus saith God the Lord, he thay
created the heavens, and stretched them out
he that spread forth the earth, and that which
cometh out of it ; he that giveth breath unto the
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk
therein.

The creation of the heavens, the stretching
them out, are a visible proof and display of
Jehoval's eternal power and Gedhead. The im-
mensity of space, in which what we call the
starry heavens are, exceeds the utmost stretch
of thought. The immense distance (says one)
of the fixed stars from our earth, and from each
other, is of all considerations the most proper for
raising our ideas of the works of God; and I
add, of giving us an idea of his Almighty power
put forth in the creation of the universe. For
notwithstanding the earth’s orbit, or path, which
1s at least one hundred and ninety millions
of miles in diameter round the sun, the distance
of a fixed star is not sensibly affected by it. So
that the star does not appear to be any nearer
to us when the earth is in that part of its orbit
nearest the star, than it seemed to be when the



ISATAH, CHAP. XLII. 47

carth was at the most distant part of it, or, one
pundred and ninety millions of miles further
from the same star. The star nearest us, and
censequently the largest i appearance, is the
Dog-star, or Sirius. Modern discoveries make
it probable, that each of the fixed stars has
planets and comets revolving round it, as our
sun has the earth and other planets revolving
round him. Now the dog-star appears to be
twenty-seven thousand times less than the sun,
and as the distance of the stars must be greater
in proportion as they seem less, mathematicians
have computed the distance of Sirius from us to
be two billions, and two hundred thousand
millions of miles. A ray of light, therefore,
though its motion is so quick as to be com-
monly thought instantaneous, takes up more
time in travelling from the stars to us, than we
in making a West India voyage. A sound
would not arrive to us from thence in fifty
thousand years, which, next to light, is con-
sidered as the quickest body we are acquainted
with, And a cannon-ball, flying at the rate of
four hundred and eighty miles an hour, would
not reach us in seven hundred thousand years.
The stars which are nearest us seem largest, and
are therefore called stars of the first magnitude.
Those of the second magnitude appear less,
being at a greater distance. And so pro-
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ceeding on to the sixth magnitude, which in.
cludes all the fixed stars that are visible withoyt
a telescope. As to their number, though in,
clear winter’'s night without moonshine they
seem to be innumerable, which isowing to their
strong sparkling, and our looking at them in 4
confused manner, yet when the whole firmament
is divided, as it has been done by the ancients,
into signs and constellations, the number that
can at any time be seen with the naked eye is
not above a thousand. - Since the invention of
telescopes, indeed, the number of the fixed stars
has been justly considered as immense; because
the greater perfection we arrive at in our glasses,
the more stars always appear to us. Mr.
Flamstead, late Royal Astronomer at Greenwich,
has given us a catalogue of about three thou-
sand stars. These are called telescopic stars,
from their being invisible without the assistance
of a telescope. Doctor Herschell, to whose in-
genuity and assiduity the astronomical world is
so much indebted, has evinced what great
dis overies may be made by improvements
of observation. In speaking here of his disco-
veries, I shall use the words of M. de la
Lande :—¢ In passing rapidly over the heavens
with his new telescope, the universe increased
under his eye; forty-four thousand stars ap-
peared, seen in the space of a few degrees,
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seemed to indicate that there were seventy-
five millions in the heavens. But what are all
these, when compared with those that fill the
whole expanse, the boundless fields of ether?
Indeed the immensity of the universe must
contain such numbers, as would exceed the
stretch of human imagination, for who can say
how far the universe extends, or point out those
limits, where the Creator stayed his rapid
wheels, or where he fixed the golden com-
passes?”—(Quoted from Guthrie’s Introduction
to his Geographical Grammar.) Well may Je-
hovah proclaim his Godhead thus, saying, in
order to quicken our attention to the subject
before us, Thus saith God the Lord, he that
created the heavens, and stretched them out.
Instead of one sun, and one world only, in the
universe, as the unskilful in astronomy may
imagine, that science discovers to us such an
inconceivable number of suns, systems, and
worlds, dispersed through boundless space, that
If our sun and all the planets, moons, and
comets belonging to it, were annihilated, they
would be no more missed by an eye that could
take in the whole creation of God, than a grain
of sand from the sea-shore! the space they
Possess being comparatively so small, that it
Would be scarcely a sensible blank in the uni-
Verse—although the Georgium Sidus, the outer-
E
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most of our planets, revolves about the sup
in an orbit ten thousand eight hundred ang
thirty miltions of miles in circumference, and
some of our comets make excursions of upwards
of ten thousand millions of miles beyond the
orbit of the Georgium Sidus; and yet at that
amazing distance they are incomparably nearer
to the sun than to any of the stars, asis evident
from their keeping clear of the attracting power
of all the stars, and returning periodically by
virtue of the sun’s attraction. Sir Isaac Newton
computed the heat of the comet that appeared
in the year 1680, when nearest the sun, to be
two thousand times hotter than red hot iron,
and that being thus heated, it must retain its
heat till it come round again, although its
period should be more than twenty thousand
years; and it is computed to be only five
hundred and seventy-five. This is the most
remarkable of all the comets. This comet at
its greatest distance from the centre of the sun,
is about four hundred and ninety thousand
miles; being less than one part of the sun’s
semidiameter from his surface. In that part of
its orbit which is nearest the sun, it flies with the
amazing velocity of eight hundred and eighty
thousand miles in an hour; and the sun, as see#
from it, must appear one hundred degrees if
breadth, consequently forty thousand times
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Jarge as he appears to us. When it appeared
in 1680, from its nearness to our earth, it
alarmed the inhabitants of our globe. It con-
tinued visible from November the 3d, to March
the 9th. (Quoted from Guthrie’s Geographical
Grammar.)

Well might the Psalmist say, The heavens de-
clare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth
his handy work. 'That which is styled our sys-
tem, including our own world, with the planets,
satellites, and comets, which surround it, and
of which our own sun is the centre, may well
demand our attention, and fill us with the most
profound admiration concerning the majesty,
eternity, immensity, and self-existence of the
Lord God, who is the Creator of them. They
are standing monuments of his Almighty power,
infinite wisdom, and boundless goodness.

Astronomers tell us, that in this magnificent
fabric of the heavens there is a system, or bright
order of stars, the nearest of any others to us,
Which form a vast circuit one within another,
like so many rings or circles, and that these
are in continual motion round the sun, which
s in the centre or middle of the whole. They
"ame them thus, Mercury, Venus, the Earth,
Mars, J upiter, Saturn, and the Georgium Sidus.

hese have their satellites. Saturn has seven,
Jupiter four, the Earth one, and the Georgium

ES
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Sidus six : and it is computed that there are
twenty-one comets belonging to this system,
These stars are named planets, to distinguish
them from what are styled fixed stars. The
sun, which gives light to all the planets, satel-
lites, and comets, the body of it is said to be one
million times greater than that of this earth on
which we dwell. It is the natural and visible
symbol of Christ. Heis to his church what the
sun is to our system—the centre of rest and
glory. He is the fountain of life, light, and
glory. As the sun is the centre of the planetary
and cometary orbs, so is Christ to his chureh,
and every individual member thereof. Jehovah
proclaims his Godhead further, saying, He that
spread_forth the earth, and that which cometh out
of it. The earth on which we dwell is a planet,
or globe, which those skilled in geography tell
us turns on its axis, and is poised by its own
weight. The wisdom of Jehovah is most il
lustriously displayed in its formation, shape
parts, and furniture. There is such a just equi-
poise of the whole globe, that the Northern ba-
lanceth the Southern Ocean; the Atlantic the
Pacific Sea; the American dry land is a cou’
terpoise to the European, Asiatic, and Africa?
The circumference of our world is twenty-fi¥e
thousand miles ; its diameter 7,957% miles; tPe
superficies one hundred and ninety-eight ™%
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Jions nine hundred forty-four thousand two
hundred and six square miles ; the solidity of it
two hundred sixty-three thousand nine hun-
dred thirty millions of cubic miles. All the
seas and unknown parts of the earth, by a mea-
sure of the best maps, contain one huundred
sixty millions five hundred twenty-two thou-
sand and twenty-six square miles. The in-
habited parts, thirty-eight millions nine hun-
dred twenty-two thousand one hundred and
eighty: of which Europe contains four millions
four hundred fifty-six thousand and sixty-five;
Asia, ten millions seven hundred sixty-eight
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three;
Africa, nine millions six hundred fifty-four
thousand eight hundred and seven; and
America, fourteen millions one hundred and
ten thousand eight hundred and seventy-four.

The Lord God, who created the heavens, and
stretched them out, he that spread forth the earth,
and that which cometh out of it, adds, as a further
display of his infinite nature, and self-existence,
He that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and
Spirit to them that walk therein. 'The number
of inhabitants computed at present to be in the
known world, at a medium, taken from the best
Calculations, is about nine hundred and fifty-
three millions. Europe contains one hundred and
fifty-three millions ; Asia five hundred millions ;
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Africa one hundred and fifty millions; and
America one hundred and fifty millions. Tota],
nine hundred and fifty-three millions.  The
Lord God knows each and every individual; he
apprehends them personally and distinctly; he
sustains and feeds them : yea, ke giveth food to
all flesh, for his mercy endureth for ecer. All
which are amazing displays of his essential om-
nipotence ; as are the daily vicissitudes of day
and night, summer and winter, spring and au-
tumn.

Our terraqueous. globe on which we dwell is
poised by its own weight, and turns round, asa
wheel, on its axis.  And beside the small mo-
tion of it, which causes the precession of the
equinoxes, it has two great ones, viz. the one
by which it turns round its own axis in the
space of twenty-four hours, or nearly, and
thereby causing the continual succession of
day and night; and the other is an absolute
motion of its whole mass in a large orbit round
the sun, in the space of three hundred and
sixty-five days, six hours, constituting the
year, having that luminary for its centre in
such a manner, that the axis always keeps pa-
rallel, inclined in the same angle to its path, and
by that means causing the vicissitudes of sea-
sons, spring, summer, autumn, and winter. All
which is stupendously great and wonderful
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This glorious fabric, with all its contents and
inhabitants, is perfectly known to Jehovah.
And when he stretched out the vast expanse
of the universe, and gave being to our globe,
and birth to time, he had in view the God-man.
In the intuitive knowledge of him, he made all
things, and was pleased with the prospect of
bringing in his first-begotten into the world,
and commanding all his elect angels to worship
him.  Hence it is he introduces the solemn
contract between himself and the glorious Me-
diator, with an account of the display of his
eternal power, in the creation of heaven, earth,
and man on it, to shew he could rest in none
of these acts and works of his, but as he viewed
them all in the person of his co-equal Son, who
was to be incarnate, and as he considered them
all as created on purpose to illustrate and in-
crease his glorious praise.

VersE 6th. I the Lord have called thee in righ-
teousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people,
Jor a light of the Gentiles.

These words, which follow the solemn pre-
face in which the Lord God proclaims his ab-
solute sovereignty over the whole creation, vi-
sible and invisible—which whilst it gives full
Proof of his eternal power and Godhead, yet,
when compared to his immensity, is less than
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nothing and vanity—are an address of the Fa-
ther to the Son. Jehovah the Father speaks to
Jehovah the Son, as invested with and sus-
taining the office and character of Mediator;
and the words are a record and memorial of
their covenant transactions, and the great and
grand manifesto thereof, So that the foregoing
preface, which is introductory to them, calls
for, and requires our utmost confidence in the
eternal covenant acts and transactions of the
coessential Three; and was also designed by
the eternal Father, as a ground of confidence,
given by way of promise to the Mediaror him-
self, that he should be upheld when the sins of
all the elect should meet on him: when the
curses of the broken law should be inflicted on
him, when the furies of death and hell should
surround him, he would then need all the sup-
port promised, and the Father would not fail to
stand by and defend him, and bring him off
victorious. Thus saith God the Lord, he that
created the heavens and stretched them out; he
that stretched forth the earth, and that which
cometh out of it ; he that giveth breath unto the
people wupon it, and spirit to them that walk
therein—1I the Lord have called thee in righteous-
ness—to work out, and to bring in an everlast-
ing righteousness :—to bear the iniquities of
my people:—to sustain the utmost weight of
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my wrath, due to the transgressions of mine
eléct. And I will hold thine hand and will keep
thee, when all my vengeance due to sin shall
preak forth and be executed on thee, and will
give thee for a covenant to my people.

In thee I will shine forth on my church, in
all the meridian splendour of my love. I will
bestow thee, my coequal and coessential Son, on
my people, as the greatest expression of my
love to them. [ will give thee to become man,
that thou mayest fulfil all my will, expressed
and notified in those covenant acts which have
been counselled and consented unto between us.
Thou shalt be as their covenant head, and ful-
filler of every part of the covenant transactions
on their behalf, their purifier. I will give thee,
with all the blessings of my love, and with all
the benefits of thy free, full, complete, and
eternal Salvation, to elect Jews and Gentiles,
to be a light—teacher—guide—and Saviour to
them. Thus the grace of the covenant is
opened, and the officewof Christ set forth;
which are further enlarged in the following
words :

Verse 7th. To open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisomers from the prison, and them that sit in
darkness out of the prison house.

As the great work which this divine Mediator
Was to perform in our nature, and in our world,
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was expressed by Jehovah the Father, in gim’ng
him to be a covenant for the people, who by hig
obedience was to magnify the broken law—and
he, by being made sin and curse, was hereby to
remove all the sins of his people out of the
sight of law and justice, and from before the
Lord for ever—so what he was to do in the
souls of his people, whom he was to redeem by
his most precious blood-shedding, is here most
fully expressed and described. He was to open
the eyes of the mind, which were shut by sin,
and fast closed through it, ever since the fall of
the first man. He was to bring sinners, who
were born dead to God, and blind to spiritual
things, who were in the prison house, under the
power of sin, and the devil, fast bound and fet-
tered with the guilt, pollution, influence and
strength of their sins and personal crimes, out of
prison: such of them too as were sitting in dark-
ness and the shadow of death, out of the prison
house. This was to be, and this is, the glorious
work of ourincarnate God Jesus! His ability to
perform it; his love in executing it ; his mercy
displayed on such wretched objects ; his power
put forth in their souls, to produce these won-
derful effects, will perpetuate his name and
praise throughout all time, yvea, even in and
to the ages of eternity.

Thus we may clearly see, all that was to be



1ISATAH, CHAP. XLII. 59

done for us, and all that was to be wrought in
us, spring from the grace of the everlasting co-
yenant, from the free favour of the three in Je-
hovah, and was engaged to be performed for
ps and produced in us by the glorious surety
of this everlasting covenant, Christ Jesus.

The Father having thus set his coequal Son
before us ; with his love of him, delight in him,
his call of him, his divine covenant transactions
and covenant engagements with him; with an
account of fitting and furnishing him with the
gift of thie Holy Ghost, to fill this divine Medi-
ator with grace, that he might perform the glo-
rious work of mediation, to the everlasting
honour of Him who sent him; closes with a
solemn declaration of his immense and incom-
prehensible essence, and which is done to set
the crown of crowns on the head of Jesus the
ever blessed Messiah, the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world, the alone Mediator.

Verse 8th. I am the Lord; that is my name,
and my glory will I not give to another, neither
my praise to graven mages.

The word Lord ov Jehovah, is expressive of
the incommunicable nature of the Godhead.
It is declarative of the self-existence, immen-
sity, omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipo-
tence of God, which exceed, and will for ever
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exceed, the utmost conception of all his intel.
lectual creatures.

The whole universe, with all contained in it,
is but as the drop of a bucket to the boundless
ocean, or as a single grain of sand to the whole
creation of God. Yea, less—infinitely less
than this idea can possibly convey to our minds,
when all in the whole, and throughout the
whole universe, is viewed by Jehovah, as com-
pared with his own being, life, self-existence,
blessedness, perfections and infinity. He, as
Jehovah, claims in the scripture before us, the
entire right, rule, and sovereignty, over all the
whole empire of created nature, as his own in-
communicable prerogative. He informs us that
he delighteth in mercy; that he hath raised up a
glorious Mediator, beloved, called, chosen, and
qualified by him to his work and office, and
declares him worthy to wear the crown and sole
royalty due to him in his office-character and
capacity : He being one essentially in the unity
of the self-existing Essence with himself and
Spirit. 1 am Jehovah, says the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that is my name, and
my glory will I not give to another. None shall
sustain the office of being the head of the whole
election of grace; of manifesting forthallmy love
to them; of being the foundation, centre, corner-
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stone, beauty and lustre of the whole creation ;
of being the medium of union and communion
petween me and mine elect; of being the medi-
ator of reconciliation; of wearing the honour
and glory of being the saviour of sinners, the
conqueror of sin, Satan, the world, death and
hell—but the God-man, who is my fellow—He
and he alone shall wear the glory of the medi-
atory office. My glory will I not give to another,
neither my praise to graven images.

May the Lord the Spirit raise in our minds
the most exalted ideas and conceptions of the
person, work, office, mediation, love, mercy and
fulness of the God-man Christ Jesus, as he is
the Father’s .44. O that he may be our 4/. As
God had him in view when he made the world,
may our views of him raise up our hearts and
affections above the world. Amen. Even so
be it, O Lord. Amen and Amen.
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COMMENT

TWENTY.THIRD PSALM:
A PSALM OF DAVID.
B —— < esasmmaE—

Tuis Psalm was written by David, under the
light, and by the teaching of the Holy Ghost.
And David in the spirit is speaking of Jesus,
under the character of the shepherd of God’s
flock. David was atype of Christ. Thename
David, signifies beloved. Christ is God’s be-
loved, his well beloved, his dearly beloved.
This, says the Father, is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased. David was a shepherd, and
so is Christ; David kept his father’s flocks,
Christ keeps his father’s sheep. David deli-
vered the lamb out of the paw of the lion, and
slew both the lion and the bear; and Christ
delivers his dear people, the lambs and sheep of
his flock, out of the hands of law and justice—
of death and hell. And it is worthy of notice,
G
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that this Psalm follows the twenty-second, iy
which the sorrows and sufferings of Jesyg
Christ have been most wonderfully set fortly,
What the blessed Shepherd went through, whey
he bore the sins of many in his own body
on the tree, from the law and justice of hiy
Tather; how his soul suffered the carse of God
due to the sins of his people; and what he
suffered in his body, the insults and contrs.
diction of sinners against himself; and how he
went through it all victoriously, and came off
an everlasting, and an eternal conqueror, are
most exactly described in the foregoing Psalm,
In it, indeed, Christ is evidently set forth as
crucified. Now in the twenty-third Psalm
follows an account of this divine Jesus, under
the character, title, and office of a Shepherd.

Verse Ist. The Lord is iny shepherd, T shalt
not want.

That divine Person who had been represented
in the foregoing Psalm, as having his hands and
feet pierced, and as dying for his sheep, in
order that he might deliver them from dying
cternally, is here called by David, a shephend-
The Lord is my shepherd. This character and
office Jesus Christ bears in the sacred Scriptures:
Old Jacob speaks of the Messiah, under this
character, in Gen. xlix. 24. From thence is the
shepherd, the stone of Israel. Moses was a typ¢
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of Christ as a shepherd. Hence it is asked in
[sa. I1xiil. 11. Where is he that brought them up
out of the sea, with the shepherd of his flock? Let
us therefore consider Christ as sustaining the
character of a shepherd; and secondly, consider
his exercising his pastoral office. And it may
be observed, that the spouse in the Canticles
addresses Christ under this character, Tell me,
0 thou whom my soul loveth, where thow feedest ;
and the church; in the 80th Psalm, Give ear, O
shepherd of Israel. Christ isin the first place,
God’s shepherd. The Eternal Father has ap-
pointed him, and chosen, and set him apart to
this office. He has committed all his sheep to
the care and charge of Christ. And he received
this commandment from the Father, that of all
which he had given him, he should lose none.
He is called God’s shepherd in the 13th of
Zechaviah:  Awake, O sword, against my shep-
herd! He is called in the 34th of Ezekiel, one
shepherd; Iwill (saith God the Father) sez up one
shepherd over them. He is called by the apostle
Paul, The great Shepherd of the sheep. He is
indeed the great shepherd, he being God’s shep-
herd, God’s equal. And all the under-shep-
herds are entirely set up by him, supported and
Maintained by him; and whatever bowels of
Mercies they have, and do exercise towards the

ord’s flock, they receive all those bowels of

G2



84 COMMENT ON

love and tenderness from Christ himself. He
is great in the eye of God, being his coequaj
and coeternal Son. He is great, being God.
man, as having every blessing to bestow upon
his people. His love towards them, his com.
passion and care concerning them, are great
indeed, and it greatly endears him to his be-
loved ones. He is likewise the good shepherd.
He describes himself in this manner, I am the
good shepherd. His goodness appears, in his
drawing near unto his divine Father, in the
everlasting covenant, on the behalf of his people
—in his engaging to become their surety—to
pay their debts—to obey the law—to bear their
sins—to endure their curse—to die the death
due to their transgressions—to conquer for
them all their enemies—to obtain for them
eternal redemption—and to keep, feed, rule
govern, and bring them all home to eternal
glory, saying unto his Father, Behold, I and tht
children which thow hast given me.

As Christ is a shepherd, so he has all the pro-
perties and qualifications of a great and good
one. He is described by the prophet Isaiah ip
the following manner: He shall feed his flock
like a shepherd. His heart is set upon his sheep
He loves them with an everlasting love. His
eye is ever upon them. He knows them all
and calls them all by their names, for they a%
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all written by name in the Lamb’s book of life,
He knows them to be his own, by his Father’s
gift, and by his own purchase; for he bought
the flock, and redeemed them out of the hands
of law and justice with the price of his own
plood. He knows all the cases of his flock,
administers unto them according to their cases
and necessities. His people are compared to
sheep, a sheep being a silly creature, very apt to
wander from the fold, and quite incapable of
finding its way back, when strayed from the
fold. Christ the heavenly shepherd came down
from heaven, and travelled upon this mountain
of our world, in order to seek, and save that
which was lost. He finds his sheep wandering
from the fold of God, and he takes them up
upon his shoulders rejoicing; and having
brought them home, he calls together his
friends, the angels, saying, Rejoice with me,
for 1 have found the sheep which was lost.
He finds them defiled and polluted with sin,
and he washes them from their sins in his own
blood. He finds them void of all righteousness,
and he spreads the garment of his own righte-
ousness over them, and covers them, and says,
I am your near kinsman. And he feeds them
with his own flesh and with his own blood, and
says, Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abun-
dantly, O beloved. He sets his own mark upon
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them, and calls them effectually by his grace,
out of darkness into his marvellous light. Ang
they, through his divine love and grace, follow
him as their hepherd and leader. Here we
may observe, that Christ has all the properties -
of a great and good shepherd. The sheep re.
quire the shepherd’s constant care: The Lorg
Jesus makes his people his constant care: He
takes an infinite delight in exercising the love
of his heart, and the bowels of his mercy,
towards them. They stand in need of food:
Christ constantly supplies his people with spi-
ritual food convenient for them. Their cases
require particular consideration : Christ takes
particular notice of all the flock, of the lambs
as well as of the sheep. He feeds his flock like a
shepherd. Are any of them lost?  Christ goes
to seek them. Areany of them driven out of
the way, or from the way, the right way? ke
brings again that which was driven away. Arve
any of them broken in heart, afflicted in their
consciences? Christ binds up that which was
broken. Are any of them sick, under spiritual
decays and infirmities? Christ will administer
his word unto them, and will strengthen them.
See Ezek. xxxiv. 16. And as he has lambs in
his flock as well as sheep, so he will carry him-
self with infinite pity and tenderness towards
them. They being weak and strengthless, he
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will take them up, and carry them in his bosom,
so that they shall be near his heart. He will
cherish, refresh, and warm them with his heart’s
love. Hisarms shall embrace them. His bosom
shall be opened for them to lean upon. His
heart’s love shall be manifested unto them; and
as one whom his mother comforteth, so will
this divine Shepherd comfort the lambs of his
flock. Indeed his love towards them is as great
as it is towards the strong. They are near his
heart. His soul rejoiceth in them, and he will
never leave them nor forsake them. David
says, the Lord is my shepherd. 1 am one of his
sheep. He loyed me, and gave himself for me.
He has taken my nature into union with his
person, and he has fulfilled all righteousness in
his life, and put away the sins of his people by
his death, And by his Holy Spirit he has
brought me to know him, to believe on him, to
love him, and to look to him for every thing.
I put myself, by faith, under him for protection.
And this, says David, is the inference I draw
from the Lord’s being my shepherd, I shall not
wan¢.  This is a just conclusion.  And here we
see the blessedness of a knowledge of Christ,
taught us by the word and Spirit of God. The
true knowledge of Christ leads us to rest upon
him, By faith, the believer looks to the person
of Christ for acceptation; for we are accepted
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in the beloved. He rests upon the everla‘sting
righteousness of Jesus for justification. R,
depends upon the bloodshedding, sacrifice, ang
death of Jesus Christ, for the pardon of bis sip,
and for his discharge from guilt and condem.
nation, And he lives upon Christ, for life ang
light, for grace and holiness, and for every
thing. The Lord being my shepherd, T shal}
not want comfort in life, strength equal to my
day, victory over my spiritual enemies, support
in the hour of death, nor any manner of thing
which is good. And here observe, David de-
rives all his confidence from, and grounds all his
hope and expectation on this consideration,—
that the Lord was his shepherd. Faith looks
to the Lord; depends upon his word, relies
upon his faithfulness, and expects all, because
God himself has promised it. And what he has
promised in the word, faith knows he is able
and faithful to perform. And faith sees in the
word, a blessed provision made for the supply
of all wants in time and eternity.

VEerse 2. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures : he leadeth me beside the still waters.

Here follows an account of Christ, as exer-
cising his blessed pastoral care and office to-
wards the sheep of his pasture. He not only
died for his sheep, and calls them in a day
of grace, by his almighty voice, out of the
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rave of sin; but, blessings onhim! he maketh
them to lie down in green pastures. His holy
word, which, upon the account of the cordials
of love and promises of grace contained in it,
may well be compared to green pastures—the
Lord Christ opens it unto his dear people. He
refreshes their souls with the declarations and
promises of his grace; warms their hearts with
the discoveries of hislove revealed in his word;
and sweetly and powerfully influences their
affections with the blessed effect of his word
and promises. And this blessed Shepherd
maketh them to lie down in green pastures.
He feeds their souls with his word—strengthens
the inward man herewith—gives them soul-
satisfaction from it—and gives them to enjoy
blessed rest in their hearts, and blessed spiritual
rest in their lives, from what the word reveals
unto them of the love and mercy of their be-
loved Jesus towards them. Their lying down
in these green pastures, shows their safety, hap-
piness, and protection, under this good Shep-
herd. As for their safety, their Shepherd is
always with them; as for their being fed,
ruled, and well governed, the Lord Jesus stands
to support them, and he feeds in the strength
of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the
Lord his God. Micah v. 4. As for their pro-
vision, it is most excellent: Jesus is every
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moment affording them fresh supplies of grace,
they have large, yea, they have abundant sug-
plies from him: and the pastures of his worq
are always green; always affording proper, nou.
rishing, strengthening, refreshing iood unto
them, The shepherd leads the flock 5 so does
Christ: he goes before them, and they folloyw
him.  The shepherd seeks out the mosi proper
pastures and food for the sheep; so does Christ,
The shepherd makes it his business to screen
and defend the sheep from hum; so does
Christ. He leadeth me (says David) beside the
still waters. Jesus makes his people to drink
of the water of thefountain of life; and he gives
them to drink at this fountain freely. God's
love may be compared to water; Ist, Because
as water comes from a spring or fountain, so all
the goodness which God bestows upon his
people, flows from the spring and fountain of
his own heart. 2dly, As water refreshes the
body, so does the love of Clirist refresh the soul.
And, 3dly, God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ
may be represented bere by the still waters, to
shew how souls, under views and discoveries of
them, are filled with holy wonder and admi-
ration, too big for their hearts to utter, or their
tongues to express. And the Lord our shep-
herd leads his people to the still waters of his
Father’s everlasting love, and leads them to take
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fresh views of it; leads them to it for their re-
freshment, and leads them more and more into
the enjoyment of it :—and not only the love of
God, but the covenant of God’s grace, which is
ordered in all things, and sure; the blessings of
which, and the promises of it, are as a green
pasture to the Lord’s flock. That promise of
God to his people, Ezek. sxxiv. 14. T will feed
them in a good pasturc, and upon the high mouns
tains of Israel shall their fold be; there shall
they lie in @ good fold, and in a fat pasture shall
they feed upon the mountains of Israel, he does,
blessed be his name, make good unto them.
Verse 3. He restoreth my soul : he leadeth me
in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
David goes on to speak of the goodness of
his divine Shepherd unto him. When, says he,
that my soul is cold and dead in the good ways
of God; when at any time, through the cor-
ruption of my nature, the deceitfulness of sin,
the malice of the Devil, I backslide in heart
and affection from the living God, my hea-
venly Shepherd, blessed be his name, by his all-
powerful grace, he restoreth my soul from the
paths of sin and error ; he brings me back again
unto his heavenly fold; he pardons my sins;
he heals my backsliding ; he receives me graci-
ously, and loves me freely. I find my heavenly
Shepherd’s care in a particular manner exer-
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cised towards me, in looking upon me, j,
drawing me from my sinful purposes and sip,
ful ways, by his grace. And when I have log¢
a lively sense of his love, I find him again gra-
ciously returning, and manifesting his love, ang
affording his gracious presence unto me: my
cold heart he warms ; my hard heart he softens; _
my strong corruptions he subdues; my actual
sins he pardons; my poor soul he prevents
with his mercy. He restoreth my soul, and
having restored it, by regenerating and reco-
vering grace, he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness. His paths are righteous. All
his ways towards me are mercy and truth. He
does me good, and nothing but good. What
ever he exercises me with, is for my real good;
he designs my benefit in all. T will expect all
things to be working together for my good, and
this because he has said it. His fatherly
correction and chastisement is to make me a
partaker of his holiness. My afflictions are de-
signed by him to prevent my sinning against
him; to put me in mind of my dependance
upon him; to lead me more to him. O most
gracious design! The paths of righteousness
in which Christ leads his people, are, first, the
path of soul justification before God, which is by
meansof his own most perfect and spotless righ-
teousness. No other righteousness will God
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¢he Father Iook at, and justify a sinner in. And
«he Lord Christ leads his people by his word
and by his spirit to the knowledge of this righ-
geousness ; to a cordial embracing and rejoicing
in this righteousness; to a resting and relying
on it; to a confidence init; toa triumphing in
it, saying, Surely in the Lord have I righteous-
ness. He leads the soul to walk before God,
as clothed in this robe; to appear in God’s pre-
sence, and at God’s throne of grace, in this robe
of our elder brother’s righteousness. By faith
in this most blessed righteousness, the soul is
justified from all things, made perfectly righ-
teous in the sight of God, is entitled to heaven
and eternal glory ; and being brought to enjoy
a sense of its justification, is led by the hea-
venly Shepherd to walk in Christ as the way to
the Father, and to walk in the paths of righte-
ousness in his life and conversation, that he
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour,
And Christ does all this for his people, for his
name’s sake. Not for our sakes, but for hisown
name’s sake. This should be considered by us,
Christ pardons -our sins, casts them behind his
back into the bottom of the sea; clothes us
with everlasting righteousness; makes us glad
with the light of his countenance ; leads us by
his spirit; prevents us with his mercy. And all
forhis own name’s sake. 7o the praise of the glory
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of his grace. And therefore let us learn th
following instructions herefrom.  Whateye,
we want, and ask for in prayer, let us pleaq
his great name, as the reason of imploring
and importuning the Lord Jesus to grant oyy
petitions and hear our prayers.

Verse 4. Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear nq
evil: for thou art with me: thy rod and thy
staff’ they comfort me. Such is the goodness
of Jesus Christ towards his dear sheep, the peo-
ple whom he loves, that the more they are ena-
bled to meditate and consider what he is to
them, and what he has done for them, the meore
they are encouraged to trust in him, and to de-
pend upon him. The Psalmist in faith says,
Yea though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evilk,k Die I
must ; But (says faith) I do not fear to die, be«
cause Jesus Christ has disarmed death of its
sting. I look, says faith, at death, as con-
quered by the Almighty Jesus: And though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evi.  Why? what is the reasont
David, why you will fear no evil? The reason,
says David, is, because Thou art with me. God
is with me, God will be with nve. The ever-
lasting arms of Jesus are, and will be under-
neath me. And how can I fear, Christ himself
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peing with me? He will support me, and carry
me safely through death; and land me safe on
Canaan’s land, and make me a pillar in the tem-
ple of God above, and cause me to go no more
out. But how do you know, David, that God
will be with you at that time? I know he will,
pecause he has promised it. He has-said; I will
pever leave thee, nor forsake thee. This God
is our God for ever and ever; he will be oer guide
even unto death. And after death, he will be
the everlasting portion of his people, and their
exceeding great reward. What is contained in
these words, Thou art with me? Surely infinite
and unutterable grace. To have God himself to
be with us! to enjoy his presence! to taste his
love! to be happy in him ! O what rich grace is
here! And not only art thou, O Jesus, my di-
vine Shepherd, with me, te lead, guide, defend
and protect me, but, blessed be thy name! thy
rod and thy staff comfort:me. Here we must
inquire, what is meant by the rod and staff? By
the rod and staff; we are to understand the
gospel of God’s free grace. In the 1lo0th
Psalm, you have Jesus Christ seated by his
Father upon his mediatorial throne; and the
Father says unto him, Sit thou at my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.
And he goes on to promise him a glorious inga-
thering of souls: ¢ the Lord shall send the rod
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of thy strength out of Zion.” What is the roq
of the Redeemer’s strength? It is the eve,.
lasting gospel, which was sent forth out of
Zion; it was published there by the apostles,
and from thence carried by them into all the
world : and this gospel being accompanied by
the power of the Holy Ghost, multitudes were
hereby brought to believe on the Lord Jesus,
“ Rule thou (says the Father unto Christ) in
the midst of thine enemies:.” DBy means of the
gospel, Christ gets himself the victory in many
hearts: ‘“ Thy people shall be willing in the
day of thy power.” The gospel affords blessed
supports to the people of God. It contains a
salve for every sore. Here is cleansing for the
filthy, pardon for the guilty, a robe for the naked,
a Saviour for the lost. Christ, as revealed in the
gospel, has every blessing and benefit to bestow
upon his dear people. The truths of the gospel,
the grace, love, and mercy revealed in the gos-
pel, the promises of the gospel, are a blessed rod
of strength to support us: and the promises may
well be compared to a staff, and are able to bear
us up at all times. From hence the believer is
comforted ; from hence he fetches his honey;
and he finds the promises sweeter to his spiri-
tual taste, than the honey or the honey-comb.
I find comfort from them, says David, and am
divinely supported by them. The mysteries of
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the gospel transport me into holy wonder. The
jove of Christ in the gospel meets my heart and
draws my soul. T find in Jesus every grace and
plessing. And, blessed be his name! neither
Jife nor death, nor things present, nor things
to come, shall be able to separate me from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus my Lord.
This is my joy in life, and my antidote in death.
Versk 5. Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies: theu anoint-
est mine head with oil, my cup runneth over,
The Lord Jesus prepareth a table, and sets
upon it the dainties of heaven, for the food and
refreshment of his dear people. He gives them
to feed upon himself, the bread of everlasting
life ; and says, He that eateth of this bread shall
live for ever. And the preparation, the table-
food, the entertainment, are all from himself’; it
is all the bounty of his own grace. And he does
this in the presence of their enemies. Let sin,
the Devil, and the world, hate God’s people
with an implacable hatred, and strive against
them with all their might, yet the table of di-
vine ordinances shall be spread ; the provisions
of God’s house shall be administered, and
God's people shall be refreshed with it, even
in the presence of their enemies. Here we may
see the never-failing goodness of the Lord to his
chosen ones ; here we may see the defence and
H
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protection Christ affords his sheep; here we
may behold their security from their enemies,
Thou anointest mine head with oil.  The hig},
priest was anointed with holy oit 5 and it being
poured upon his head, ran down upon his beard,
unto the skirts of his clothing. And this was
typical of Christ, who was anointed with the
oil of gladness above his fellows, and from
whom the grace and unction of the Holy
Ghost descend, and flow down upon all his
mystic members; they are all anointed with
it; they all partake of it; they are all refreshed
by it. And as under the law ointments and
perfumes were made use of ; and they (says So-
lomon) rejoice the heart ; so the grace of Christ,
and the unction and anointings of the Spirit of
Christ, refresh and exhilarate the souls of God’s
people.  Under these tokens of divine favour,
they are led to say, My cup runneth over. The
hearts of the Lord’s dear people are sometimes
quite overcome, under the sensible tokens, and
in the enjoyment of divine love. And when
they survey the experience they have had of their
heavenly Shepherd’s care towards them, both in
providence and grace, they must be astonished
at his goodness, and, their hearts being over-
come with wonder, love, and gratitude, they
will praise him with joyful lips.

VEgrsk 6th. Surely goodness and mercy shall
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follow me all the days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

This is the conclusion I am led to make.
Having taken a view of Christ as my shepherd;
and having cousidered his divine care and con-
duct towards me, how he has fed, clothed,
cleansed, comforted, and defended me hitherto ;
I draw this from all his past dealings with me,
and from his holy word of promise, that, surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life. Tam persuaded that his arm will de-
fend me, his providence protect me, his love and
mercy will constantly embrace me and follow
me all the days of my life. I not only have
had his goodness in providence and grace follow
me to the present moment, but, I shall have it
follow me every future moment. Here is my
comfort. This is my stay. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever. I will resort to the house of the Lord
below, to pray unto him, and to praise and
magnify him for whathe has done for me. And
when this life is ended, when death has done its
office, and untied the knot of union between
body and soul, T shall dwell in the house of God
above for ever, there to behold my Jesus face
to face, there to see my beloved in all his glory,
ad to be led by him to the fountain of living

H 2
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waters, and God will then wipe away all tears
from mine eyes. What a blessed shepherd!
How happy must the sheep of his pasture be!
May our faith be daily strengthened, and our
love to Jesus be daily increased. Amen.



A

SHORT PARAPHRASE

ON THE

FOUR FIRST VERSES

or

THE SECOND CHAPTER OF THE
SONG OF SOLOMON.

VErse 1. T am the rose of Sharon, and the lily
of the valleys.

The subject-matter of this divine song is
Jesus Christ, and his transcendent love towards
his spouse the church. The Lord Jesus is here
described and set forth in his beauties and ex-
cellencies, in order to draw the heart and affec-
tions of his spouse after him. The Holy Ghost
is the glorifier of Jesus, and when he undertakes
to set forth the glories of Immanuel, he ran-
sacks heaven and earth for images, in order to
pourtray this illustrious fair one. Sometimes
he compares him to the sun, which is the cause
of all light, and heat, and warmth. What the
sun is in the natural, that Christ is in the spiri-
tual world. He is the light of everlasting life !
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the sun of everlasting righteousness ! When he
shines upon the souls of his people, the eyes of
their understandings are enlightened, and in his
light they see light; they see themselves lost
and undone by nature and by practice; and by
his light they see their need of him and his
great salvation. Sometimes the Lord Jesus is
styled the bright and morning star, which is
the harbinger of day. Christ, the bright and
morning star, when he arises in the heart, is the
harbinger of an everlasting day of grace and
glory, which will know no setting sun; for
wheresoever, and upon whomsoever Christ arises
and shines, such will be brought to enjoy, not
only his most blessed influences of grace upon
their hearts here on earth, but they will also be
brought to enjoy his blessed presence in eternal
glory. Sometimes he is compared to a lion,
and called the Lion of the tribe of Judah! to
denote his Almighty strength to save his people,
and to conquer his and their enemies. And
here he is compared to the rose of Sharon, and
the lily of the valleys. Indeed Jesus Christ i3
the perfection of beauties: as God, he has all
the perfections of Heaven ; and as man, he has
all the beauties of earth, meeting and centering
in him. Whatever is beautiful or desirable in
heaven or earth, borrows its ray of beauty from
Jesus Christ. And therefore the Holy Ghost is
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pleased to compare Jesus, and set him forth in
5 way of comparison with other things, that we
may see how infinitely he exceeds them all;
that, looking upon these things in nature, we
might be led to meditate upon him who is the
creator of all excellencies. Jesus Christ may
pe compared to the rose of Sharon, for the fol-
jowing reasons: 1st, The rose is a beautiful
flower; and Christ is the perfection of beauty.
The rose has a fragrancy in it, and it may serve
to put us in mind of the fragrancy and sweet
smelling savour of Christ’s sacrifice, which scent-
ed all heaven with its divine perfume and odour
refreshed the heart of God the Father, gave
perfect content to divine justice, and renders
the prayers and praises of the saints acceptable
before the throne. 2dly, The red colour of the
rose may put us in remembrance of the Re-
deemer, who dyed all his garments in blood!
who sweat great drops of blood for us in the
garden of Gethsemane! and shed his heart’s
blood for us men, and for our salvation, on the
tree! when he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities. 3dly,
When the rose is dead, yet even then it yields
asweet smell. And the death of Christ yields
a sweet smell and blessed refreshment to the
saints, If we respect the white rose, it may
Put us in mind of Christ, who is white and
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ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.  Chrise,
in his person God-man, in his work of saving
sinners, and in his offices of prophet, priest, ang
king, is altogether glorious, excellent, and ex.
ceedingly precious unto his people. Christ is
most undoubtedly compared to the rose of
Sharon, as that was the place where the finest
roses grew ; for it is always the most excellent
things in nature that Christ is set forth by,
Again he is styled the lily of the valleys. The
unspotted whiteness of the lily may point out
the immaculate purity of Christ’s human nature.
He was made of the seed of David according to
the flesh; and was declared to be the Son of
God with power, by his resurrection from the
dead. As man, he descended from Jesse’s
withered stock, and he was David’s son, and yet
David’s Lord. His goings forth were of old,
from everlasting. Blessings on him! he un-
dertook before all worlds, in the covenant of
grace, to become true and very man, and thatin
order to accomplish the salvation of his people,
in his holy life, and by his expiatory death.
He that was God over all, blessed for ever,
amen; was pleased to assume our nature into 2
personal union with his divine person, and he i
God and man in the person of one Christ. And
as God-man mediator, he is the glory of Paradise-
the song of angels! the joy of all his redeemed
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people in earth and heaven. He is fairer than
the sons of men. His lips are full of grace and
truth.  In him are everlasting life and blessed-
ness, the whole fulness of grace and glory.

The Lord Jesus has been thus speaking of
himself, in order to draw out the heart of his
spouse, and fix her affections on himself.

Verse 2d. Here follows a description of the
church, what she is in the eye of Christ, and
what her present condition is. And first, let us
observe what Christ calls her, and next what he
compares her to. The Lord calls her ‘my love.’
The Church is Christ’s love. He loved his
people from the days of eternity. The eternal
Father loved the elect with an everlasting love;
his love was fixed upon them, that is, upon their
persons, before all worlds. He chose them in
Christ before the world began. He sat up
Christ his eternal Son, to be their head, and he
chose them in Christ, as members in him; and
he blessed them in Christ with all spiritual
blessings. The Lord Jesus accepted them as
the gift of his Father. Thine they were, says
Christ, and thou gavest them me. And Jesus
undertook to redeem them out of the hands of
law and justice. So that the church appears to
be Christ’s love, and to be dearly beloved by
him, in that he loved her from everlasting, and
undertook her cause, and became her surety in
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the counsel and covenant of the Trinity ; apg
in that he has been graciously pleased to redeen,
her by his own blood. The church is the
object of Christ’s love. He loves her, as hig
Father’s gift to him; he loves her as his bride
and spouse ; he loves her, as he sees her comely,
through his comeliness put upon her. She is in
hiseye as a lily ; fair and comely, beautiful and
delightful, as she is one with him uuited to his
person, clothed with his righteousness, washed
in his blood, and adorned with the graces of his
blessed Spirit. Let us observe, that Christ com-
pares her to a lily; and itis wonderful to con-
sider, that what Christ is compared unto him-
self, to the same he compares his church. For
the church and Christ are eternally united
together, and he puts his own name on her, and
adorns her with his own righteousness and
graces. Ishe called Jehovah our righteousness?
So is the Church! This is the name wherewith
she shall be called, Jehovah our righteousness.
Jerem. xxxiii. 16. Is he called God’s beloved
Son? so are the saints called Sons. Is he called
an heir, the heir of all things? the saints are
said to be heirs of God, and coheirs with Jesus.
Christ. And Christ calls his church, My love,
intimating his propriety in her. For the church
is Christ’s: 1st, By the Father’s gift; he gave
the elect unto Christ before all worlds. 4dly,
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They are his by purchase. 3dly, They are his by
conquest, he makes them willing in the day of
pis power. 4thly, They are his by their vo-
juntary surrendering themselves to be the
Lord’s, this being in a day of grace their lan-
gquage, Come let us join ourselves unto the
Lord, in a perpetual covenant that shall not be
forgotten. But though Christ compares his
church to a lily, yet he describes her present
condition as that of a lily among thorns. This
points out the enemies of the church and people
of God. Every believer has the world, the
flesh, and the devil, continually fighting against
him; he has a body of sin in him, striving to
oppose him; and the more they are opposed,
the more they strive for victory. The more
the believer is enlightened by Christ, the more
he feels his wretched nature; and the more the
believer feels what he is as afallen creature, and
the more he knows of the malice and power of
his spiritual enemies, the more he sees his need
of looking unto Christ for support. And, bless-
¢d be the Lord, his charch and people, though
they are as a lily among thorns, yet are they
safely protected and defended. For the Lord
of Hosts is as a wall of fire round about them,
and he is their glory in the midst of them.
ThOugh they are despised by the world, yer
they are precious unto Christ, And though
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they are in an enemy’s country, and are in thep,.
selves entirely sinful, fallen, and corrupt, ye,
they are lilies in Christ’s eye; for he has loveq
them, and washed them from their sins in his
own blood. He beholds them righteous in hj
own most perfect righteousness; he views they,
pure and spotless, as they are washed in hj
most precious blood; and he delights in theny
with his whole heart, and rejoices over them to
do them good.

VEerse 3d. As the apple-tree among the trees
of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons,
I sat down under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste. The
spouse, or the church of Christ, in this verse
breaks forth into a commendation of her Be-
loved, and as he had compared her to a lily, so
she begins to compare him to the apple-tree;
which has the preeminence among the trees of
the wood, inasmuch as it yields both food to
feast and refresh, and a shadow to delight and
recreate and solace persons. The Lord Jesus
is compared to a tree, to show how deeply
rooted he is in self-existence. He is God over
all, blessed for ever. Jehovah! the most high
over all theearth. He s the tree of life. Alllife,
natural, spiritual, and eternal, comes from him-
He is the living God, who gives us life, and
breath, and all things. It is in him, that we€
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live, and move, and have our being. He is the
gree of life, which is in the midst of the para-
Jise of God; from whom the saints in heaven
and earth receive their strength and support.
And he bears, for the use of his church and peo-
ple, the apples of everlasting righteousness,
Pardon, peace, acceptance, regeneration, adop-
fon, sanctification, comfort, and eternal happi-
ness. What blessed fruits are these! The
righteousness of Jesus! what a blessed fruit
of his holy life! in it his dear people are made
perfectly, eternally, and invariably righteous.
The bloodshedding of Jesus! what blessed
fruits of peace with God flow into a believer’s
conscience fromit! In the blood of the Lamb,
and by faith in the bleeding Lamb, we see
all our sins pardoned, God’s justice satisfied,
and a way of intercourse opened into the
holiest of all, and we may by faith boldly enter
within the vail to a reconciled God and Father.
Christ the tree of life is said to bear twelve
manner of fruits, to show the fulness of his sal-
vation, and the abundant blessings and benefits
which Christ bestows upon his people. And
he yields his fruit once a month, and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations, Which denotes his ready and ever
gracious communicating of himself to the souls
of his people ; and that every application unto
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Christ, and every fresh application of Christ ¢,
the souls of his people, serve to revive, refresh,
quicken, heal and strengthen their souls. The
church says, As the apple-tree among the treeg
of the wood, so is my Beloved among the sopg,
Christ is the church’s beloved, her well-beloveg
her chiefest beloved. Whatever Christ is t;
others, he is, says faith, My beloved! the joy of
my heart, the portion of my soul, the delight of
my mind, the object of my hope, the foundation
of my faith, the foundation of my everlasting
life, and consolation. Christ is the beloved of
his people, as we consider his person, God and
man, united in one Christ. He 1s the church’s
beloved, as we consider him in his work and
offices ; in his work of obedience, and in his
work of suffering; in his offices of prophet,
priest, and king, he is the beloved of his people.
And he is my beloved. This is the language of
taith. It sees what Christ is, and has done; it
relies on his obedience and death ; it lives upon
Christ for all, and is enabled to call Jesus My
Lord, by the Holy Ghost. Christ dwells in the
hearts of believers by faith, and they dwell in him.
Believers are one with Christ, and Christ is one
with them. They share in all Christ’s conquests
and victories over sin and Satan, death and hell
They are interested in all that Christ has doné
and in all that he is doing within the vail. And
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they are happy when they consider what Christ
is unto them, and what they are in him. He is
made of God unto them, wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. They are com-
plete in him, are engraven on his heart; a people
near unto him, and those in whom is all his de-
light. We can have no happiness until Christ
is our beloved ; it is an evidence of the truth of
grace, if Christ is precious to our souls. Unto
them that believe, he is precious; the chiefest
among ten thousand, yea, altogether lovely.
One of old said, Whom have I in heaven but
thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire
in comparison of thee. Another, I count all
things but loss, for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung that I may win Christ, and be
found in him. And the language of the dying
martyr is still the language of believers, None
but Christ, none but Christ.  When we are en-
abled to look upon Christ as ours, and to call
him my beloved, then we are led to rejoice
in him as Jehovah our righteousness; as our
atoning sacrifice; as our great high priest, ad-
vocate, and intercessor. We see his fulness to
be our own, to supply our wants; his riches to
be ours, to make us rich to eternal ages; his
Father, to be our Father in him; his Bpirit, to be
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our guide and comforter; and his heaven, to |,
ours to receive us; yea, himself, with all pj
benefits and blessings, to be our own. And i
causes the soul to triumph indeed, when enj.
bled by the Holy Ghost to say, My beloved i
mine, and I am his.

The spouse goes on further in her account of
Jesus, and of the blessed benefit and refresh.
ment she found in him. I sat down, says she,
under his shadow with great delight. The Lord
Jesus is a blessed shadow, to shelter and screen
his people from the scorching flames of God’s
wrath. Christisasa screen between his Father's
wrath and his dear people. He is a shadow of
refreshment, and a shadow of protection unto
them. Under his shadow they are safe, safely
protected, and safely guarded and defended
from every foe. Again, the spouse sat down
under Christ’s shadow. Sitting is a position of
ease, and shows how she received ease and rest
from Christ. Resting upon him, she found
peace of conscience, and peace with God. Sit-
ting under his shadow, she saw herself com-
pletely saved, pardoned, justified, and secured.
And here with unspeakable delight she could
look over the blessedness of her state in Christ.
I sat down to take my ease, to refresh my heart,
and solace my soul, in the labours and victories,
in the graces and beauties, in the honours and
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riches, of my Beloved ; and it afforded me great
delight. My heart was warmed, my conscience
was satisfied, my affections were inflamed with
jove to my beloved Jesus, while I was medi-
tating upon his precious love and precious sal-
vation. I took great delight herein. Observe,
the believer takes great delight in Jesus Christ.
The heart is delighted with the views and dis-
coveries which Christ is pleased to make of
himself to the believer, in his word, in his ordi-
nances, and in his promises. The spouse sat
down under the shadow of Christ, for rest and
refreshment, and here she found great, yea,
unspeakable delight.  Viewing the blessings
and benefits, the glorious fruits which grew
upon this apple-tree, this tree of life, she put
forth the hands of faith, and partook of the
fruit, and found it sweet to her taste. Here it
may be observed, that this tree of life is acces-
sible. ~ We may approach it without fear, and
take of the fruit of it without danger. Who-
ever eats of it, will never die eternally. If you
mquire after the fruit, what it is, and what is its
Virtue? the answer is, the fruit is, pardon of sin
through the blood of the Lamb, peace with God
by faith in Jesus, the robe of salvation to adorn
the soul, and grace to help in time of need.—
f you ask, what are its virtues? its virtues are
Vonderful! Sinners are hereby breught to
I
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know, feel, and experience, that God has freey
forgiven them all trespasses; that he has blotteg
out their transgressions; that God’s law is
magnified and made honourable by Immanuyep,
obedience—God’s justice satisfied by Immg,
nuel’s atonement; and that God rests in kjg
love towards them; that he has accepted thep
in the beloved; that he views them in Chrjg
with infinite delight; that he loves them with
the same love he does Christ himselt’; that they
are in Christ complete, and that in blessing,
God will bless them with all spiritual bless.
ings. They are brought to partake and enjoy
by faith, that peace which surpasseth all under-
standing. They partake of joy in the Holy
Ghost, and have a blessed foretaste of eternal
glory. The virtue of this fruit is such, that
it makes the soul happy in God, and holy
in all manner of conversation and godliness.
The spouse had a relish, a blessed appetite, to
feed on this fruit. She found her soul nou-
rished thereby, and from her own experience
could say, His fruit was and is sweet to my
taste. Here it may be observed, what an expe
rimental thing faith in Christis. It is a living
principle, wrought in the heart by the word
and spirit of God ; drawn out into act by th¢
power of the Holy Ghost. TFaith looks t0
and lives upon Christ, and his fulness ; and th¢
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peliever has fellowship with Christ, in his salva-
tion, graces, and benefits.

VERrse 4th. He brought me to the banqueting
house, and his banner over me was love.

The spouse goes on to give an account of the
Lord’s gracious dealings towards her. And here
we may inquire, Ist. What is to be understood
by the banqueting house? By the banqueting
house, we are to understand the church where
the Lord commands his blessing, even life for
evermore. In the assemblies of the saints,
Christ is pleased to manifest himself. Here
he causes his people to rejoice, by making his
goodness and his glory to pass before them.
This, says Christ, speaking of his church, shall
be my rest for ever; here will I stay, for I do
like it well. It may be called a banqueting
house, because of the blessed entertainment the
people of God are here entertained with. In-
deed, the Lord of Hosts makes a feast for his
people, and it consists of the richest dainties that
Heaven itself can furnish out and bestow. This
feast, or banquet, is the fruit and effect of God’s
tverlasting love. In and upon the table of di-
Vine ordinances, the eternal Father is pleased
© set before us, the fatted calf—the slain
Lamb — slain by the sword of vindictive jus-
tice, and roasted in the flames of divine wrath,
that he might become food for immortal souls

I2
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to feed upon. Here God the Father appears ¢,
his people all in flames of love.  Here God the
Son shines forth in his mediatorial glory, and j
set forth as the true paschal lamb, which wy
sacrificed for us.  Here is Christ the bread of
life, to strengthen our hearts. Here is the
wine of consolation to refresh our spirits. Thjs
wine is a perfect cordial, we need not be afrajq
of intemperance here; this is the wine which
refreshes the heart of God and man. And here,
in and at this banquet, we may well remembe;
Christ’s love more than wine ; God the eterng
Spirit encourages believers to make use of this
blessed provision. Whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely. Lat, O friends; drink,
yea drink abundantly, O beloved. The effects
of feeding upon Christ in our hearts by faith
are wonderful.  Hereby our faith is strength-
ened, our hope confirmed, our love to Christ
inflamed. By faith, we follow Christ, to par-
take of his spoils; by faith, we tread down and
trample upon our spiritual enemies ; by faithin
Jesus, we go on from conquering unto conquer;
for this is the victory that overcometh the
world, flesh, and the devil, even our faith
It may be called a banqueting house, because
here God unbosoms himself unto his dear
people. They here enjoy fellowship and com-
munion with Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
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Believers enjoy fellowship with God the Father’
in all the blessings of his love; they enjoy fel-
jowship with the Son, in all the blessings of his
finished salvation; and they enjoy fellowship
with the Holy and blessed Spirit, in his gifts
and graces, and can say at times, truly our fel-
lowship s with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ.  2dly, Observe, the spouse says,
that Christ brought her to the banqueting
house. This was an act of sovereign grace;
an act of free unmerited favour; and as such,
she acknowledged it. Her beloved drew her
heart by the cords of his love, indulged her
with his heavenly and blessed presence, and
brought her into his banqueting house, and
there entertained her with most intimate and
blessed fellowship with himself. His banner
over me, says she, was love. The use of ban-
ners is to gather persons together. Christ is
the Shiloh, and to him shall the gathering of
the people be: and those that are gathered unto
him, shall be safely defended, protected, and
secured. Christ is a banner of defence to his
people.  He defends them from the devil, and
covers their heads in the day of battle. Asa
banner displayed signifies victory, so Christ’s
banner is’ an ensign of his glorious victories
over sin and Satan, death and hell. And as
Christ has conquered sin, death, and hell, in his
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own person, for his people, so he has engageq
to conquer sin in them. And Christ doeg
defend his chosen ones. His banner is love.
Love is the motto of it. His love 1s comfort.
ably enjoyed by his people; they have blesseq
experience of it; their joys and consolations
flow from it; and they will one day bask, and
bathe their souls in the eternal fountain of
their Saviour’s love, and be eternally happy by
seeing Christ face to face; and by beholding
his glory, they will be made like unto him, and
see him as he is. What a sight, O my soul!
how infinitely beyond all present conception
will it be, to see Jesus Christ face to face! then
will our joy be full. In the new Jerusalem we
shall enjoy Godhead in the face and person of
Jesus Christ, to the utmost stretch of our
wishes. I will conclude in the words of Mr.
John Brown, Minister of the gospel at Had-
dington in Scotland. There (in glory) God is
the matter of our joy; and our gladness ap-
proacheth as near as possible to his. With
what transporting pleasure shall we think of
the hell we have escaped! of the troubles and
temptations we have overcome! of the ho-
liness and everlasting felicity we have obtained!
With what pleasure shall we behold our blessed
companions, and hear the unceasing Hallelu-
jahs! With what joys shall we recount the
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Jeeds, and behold the glory of our days-man,
¢hat miracle of wonders! that compend of all
things, that beauty, honour, and triumph? nay
Eclipser of the glory of creation! that marrow
of our love! life of our joys! fountain of our
comfort! and centre of our hearts! that ravish-
pent of angels and men! that delight of
jehovah! and brightness of the Father’s glory!
that everlasting excellency and joy of all gene-
rations. O could my soul leap out and drop
her duller clay! scarce should a harp above aim
at a sweeter song. Hosanna to the son cof
David; Hosanna in the highest.
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SERMON,

&ec.

LOOK THOU UPON ME. PSALM CXI1x. 132.

Wze have been admitted to enter on a new
period of time, and we have a word from the
book of the Lord which cannot fail of being
most exactly suited to every person here present,
who is born again, and made a partaker of the
Holy Spirit of God. Such as are hungering and
thirsting after Christ, have, in the words of my
text, a very suitable scripture proposed for
them to take up, and enter with on this new
year; yea, it cannot but suit them every day
and hour of their lives, and also express all
they can possibly want to express, in the
article of death. They need nothing now, they
will need nothing then, but for Christ Jesus to
look upon them. They cannot request any
thing beyond this, each in their individual per-
sons—Look thou, O Jesus, upon me. Every
person present, as far as they belong to Christ,
and are taught of him, be they young or old,
either children or babes in Christ, are here
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suited with a text. If advanced to be yonng
men and fathers in Christ, it will also sujt
them. If they are young or old, if in health
or in sickness, let them be weak or strong,
nothing can be more adapted to their case:
Let any of us belong to Christ Jesus, be richor
poor, be in pleasant or discouraging circum-
stances, let us have long to live, or let it be the
Lord’s will we are soca to die, here is all we
need, hLere is all we can pray for, here are all
our spiritual desires summed up in this compre-
hensive request, Look thow upon me.

I doubt not but many of you see the pro-
priety of what hath been expresssed, and are
big withexpectations of receiving further edifi-
cation and consolation also from a larger expla-
nation and further opening of them. I would
add, this we must look to the Lord for. You
will reply, Somuch the better ; because it is
the very language of the text. We shall there-
fore, by keeping this in view, have our own
cases opened; whichbeing done, the words will
necessarily be opened also.

I like, for my own part, on the beginning of
the new year, to look up to the Lord, and pray
him to direct me to such a portion of his most
holy word, as may serve to keep up my faith on
him throughout the whole year. Blessed be
his great and holy name, which is exalted above
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all blessing and praise, here is one. I noy
wantnothing but his gracious presence, and his
Holy Spirit, that I may open it, suited to a]]
your frames, experiences, cases, and circum.
stances of life. Then he that soweth and he
that reapeth will rejoice together. I shall aim,
the Lord being my teacher and guide, to treat
the subject in an experimental and practical
manner.

Some of you know, I began the first morning
of this year with a discourse on these words,
T will bewith thee, andwill blessthee Gen.xxvi. 3,
I told you, who were then present how I dealt
with the words for myself. I looked on them
as belonging to me, as truly as they did to
Isaac. 1 considered them as spoken by the
Lord as truly to me, for the support of my
faith in him, as they were delivered with that
express design to the antient patriarch. That
I read them over at the throne, mixed faith with
them, and thus looked up to the Lord for the
real good of all contained in them. I mention
this, because my life of faith consists in nothing
more nor less than in such exercises. I live on
Christ in the word; I believe on him as he i8
revealed in the word; I receive him into my
mind through the word; I grow into Christ
ghrough it: therefore every word of Christ is
sweet unto me, yea, sweeter than the honey
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and the honey-comb, because it serves to
nourish my faith up unto life everlasting,
Now the words before us are the prayer of
faith. They are spoken by one who had tasted
that the Lord is gracious. As so considered, they
suit the whole household and family of faith.
They are the very index of your minds and
mine. If we have but one petition to putup to
the Lord, it is this, Look thou wupon me. As
method and order are useful to engage the
attention and fix the mind, also as it respects
the memory, I will endeavour to treat the sub-
ject before us thus:

First, Give a brief view of the text, Look
thou upon me.

Secondly, Set forth the case, experience, state
and frame, of a believer in Jesus.

Thirdly, I will show the heart of Christ
towards the believer, under all sorts of cases and
frames which he can possibly be in. And also
how exactly suited Christ is to all these things.

Fourthly, How freely the believer may have
access to Jesus, let his case be what it may.

And lastly, The support which is contained in
all this, for every believing mind.

May the Holy Spirit most graciously teach
and influence my mind, to fill up these parti-
culars as may be agreeble to scripture, expe-
rence, and a sound judgment in all things!
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And first for the text itself, Look thou upon me,
It is a short address to the living God, in whicl
much is contained. Itimplies that the petitioner
knew the Lord, and also had free access to him,
1t contains an absolute necessity which the pray-
ing person felt, for immediate audience with the
Lord, and for the Lord’s immediate grace to be
displayed. It shows also that the request was
put up by one who was used to immediate
dealing with Jehovah in all his persons and per-
fections in a covenant way; otherwise, the
heart had not been so fully and opeunly ex-
pressed. It is a short prayer; it comes from
the very heart; it is offered up with energy;
all contained in it is most truly desirable; allin
it requested, is the whole we at any time want
with the Lord. ZLook thou upon me, says the
Psalmist. The Lord had looked upon him from
everlasting, with a look of love. The Lord
loved him in Christ Jesus with an everlasting
love. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ had beheld him in his person with entire
complacency before the foundation of the world.
Christ had looked upon him, and shone within
him, both manifestatively and influentially, and
filled his soul with joy unspeakable and full of
glory. The prophet had been favoured again
and again with such shinings from Christ, the
day-spring from on high; therefore, feeling
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himself dark, dead, and lifeless, and like a bot-
tle in the smoke, hecries out, Look thou upon me.
When Christ looks on us, allis well. A believer
in Jesus offers up the same request: he says,
Look, O Christ, upon me. A believer in Christ
is one who is born of God; he has been brought
to know, sce, feel, and apprehend his exceeding
sinfulness by the corruption of hisnature through
the fall of the first man; he has been enlightened
with the supernatural, spiritual, scriptural, and
saving kirowledge of Christ Jesus; he has been
enabled to believe on him to the saving of the
soul: he therefore knowing Christ, knows his
voice in distinction from all beside: Jesus looks
on him, and says, Look unto me, and be ye saved.
He does, and therefore says to his most blessed
Lord, Look thow upon me. Thus we see how
Christ and believers speak oue and the same
language: it is no marvel, because they are one
spirit; the same Holy Spirit who dwells in the
Head, dwells in all the members. Thus being
Joined to the Lord they are one spirit with their
head. As it pleases Christ to look on his be-
lieving people, so his believing people are well
pleased to have him look on them: it is day
with their souls when he shines on them; it is
life, health, and salvation, to their minds, when
he arises as the sun of righteousness upon them,
with healing in his beams; all is well with them
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when he looks with a look of love, in a manj.
festative way and manner on them. The saint
who uttered the words of our text found it so,
therefore he needs no more. All his soul is
contained in this, Look thou wpon me. 1t also
implies, Christ cannot look on a child of his, byt
it draws out all his heart. Ifit be asked, Why
do you apply the words all to Christ? are not
the Father and the Spirit the objects of worship
equally withthe Son? Ianswer, Yes, verily they
are. Yetinworshipping Christtheyareincluded,
as all the love of the Father and the love of the
Spirit are set before us and displayed towards us
in the glorious person of the God-man Mediator.
The Father’s everlasting love, the Son’s finished
work, the love of the Holy Spirit, are revealed
fully, and we apprehend the same as we take in
spiritual views of the most blessed mediation of
Jesus Christ. And our faith is more generally
and distinctly exercised on Jesus the mediator,
and on the Father and Spirit, as revealed in him;
that is the reason. Otherwise our faith, and
every act of worship are to be exercised on the
Father and Spirit, equally as on Christ. In the
ecanomy of the Divine Persons, in theircovenant
transactions, the Father appoints all, the Son
performs all, and the Holy Spirit works all
In the revelation of this, the Son is the one alone
mediator. Our approach to the throne of grace
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is in his most precious name, and most adorable
person; our access to the Father is through
him; we can only worship him through the in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit. We have it summed
up in these words, For through him we both have
access by one Spirit unto the Father. Eph. ii. 18,
All the love of the persons in the Godhead
towards the elect, is in the Lord Jesus Christ;
it is in him the Father beholds us, and resteth in
his love towards us; it is in him our whole sal-
vation is completed; itisin him, it hath pleased
the Father, that all fulness should dwell. He is
the mercy-seat,—the throne of grace,—the true
propitiary. It is the delight of the Holy Spirit
to exalt him, and to glorify him in ourhearts. As
in bim the Father beholds us, so it is in him we
apprehend the Father’s love to us; and in be-
lieving on him, the Holy Spirit is pleased to
shed abroad a sense of it in our minds. Thus
in the true knowledge of Christ, we know the
Father and the Spirit; and in the true worship-
ping of Christ, we worship the Father and the
Spirit. Thus we have God, Father, Son, and
Spirit, as the object of worship, as we rightly
know and apprehend our most precious Imma-
nuel. No man cometh to the Father but by me,
says our Lord. John xiv. 6. And, No man can
call Jesus Lord, and worship him as Jehovah,
but by the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. xii. 3. Thus I
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have endeavoured to give a brief view of tjy
text. It contains a most nmportant request,
It is, believer, all you and I need. If we have
access to Jesus, we have the utmost desire of
our hearts; if he looks on us, it is well indeeq
with us; then his heart will be drawn out to-
wards us as ours is towards him, when he
vouchsafes to look on us. But as this wil]
occur again and again in this present discourse,
I will therefore proceed,

Secondly, To set forth the case, experience,
state, and frame of a believer in Jesus. As from
hence it will naturally follow, how much these
words suit him, and how that in them is con-
tained all he needs.

It is a believer in Christ I am speaking of,
and speaking to; I am to speak of his case as
such. Now he is the subject of a fallen nature;
he has a whole body of sin inherent in him ; he
feels it, at times he groans under it, at times he
falls by it, and falls under it. Thisis, then, his
case, to find himself completely lost in himself;
as such, he hath the constant and abiding sense
of this in his own mind; he carries it about
always with him. Were you to ask the believer
what his case is; he would immediately reply,
I know that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no
good thing. Were you to ask how, or what he
feels; his reply would be, The heart knoweth its
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pwn bitterness; I amwile. As it is the general
state of the believer to find himself full of misery,
to find himselfall emptiness, this makes way for
him continually to put up this prayer, Look,
Lord Jesus, upon me. Say, you who are taught of
God, if it be not thus. Is it not your case to
see, to feel, to know, you are inwardly polluted,
that you feel and find yourselves all wounds and
emptiness? You say, Yes: then your experience
and mine are one and the same. Let us there-
fore express what this experience consists of,
Surely, in a knowledge of sin and self. This
most certainly constitutes whata man in Christ
knows of himself. And this knowledge of him-
self fits him for receiving Christ ; and also for
living on, and for triumphing in him. This
being his experience, his state, therefore, that is,
the state of his mind, is very frequently dark
and uncomfortable, made up of many frames,
feelings, and disquietudes, very sorrowful and
distressing. His frame is very variable; he
knows not what to think or say of it, so far as
he attends to it, and follows his own views of
it. As none of us are freed from the inbeing of
sin, nor from the personal and natural conse-
quence of it, so neither are we from the sensible
sorrows and distresses which are the conse-
quences of being the subjects hereof. As we
feel sin, we cannot but feel sorrow. As we feel
M
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misery, we cannot but experience great apg
manifold disquietudes of mind. And as the
miseries of our bodies and minds are at timeg
many and great, so they serve to increase oy
manifold distresses, we being the subjects of
sense. Hence almost every thing, not only
affects, but it too greatly affects us, and Satap
loves to fish in troubled waters; he puts his own
comments On our cases, experiences, state and
frame: hence he makes his own advantage out
of it. This 1s always the case whensoever we
are left to reason on ourselves, to exercise our
own natural thoughts, on what we are in our-
selves, and on what passes in our own minds.
As the general experience of what is constant
with us, and continually before us, is what we
chiefly attend unto; hence we lose a sight of
Christ, and are too often reasoning concerning
the state of our souls before the Lord, seeing
things are, in our feeling and apprehension, so
uncomfortable and unpromising. We are too
apt to live in these views, to walk under these
gloomy apprehensions, and, as the effect ofit, to
overlook Christ, and cast away cur confidence
in him. Whilst this is the case of many, and
with several who are thereal people of the most
high God, yet it ought notso to be. We are
belicvers in Jesus, frequently brought into such
cases as I have been describing, and it is the
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the words of my text, crying out, Lord, look
thow upon me. When, O ye people of the Most
High, do you need Christ to look upon you, but
when you feel sin? then, Lord, look thou upon
me, becomes very seasonable: never more so.
Indeed we never saw our need of Christ so much
before. We have the present sight, sense, and
feeling of what we are, given us from the Holy
Spirit, that we may look to Jesus. We have a
sense and experience of all we are in ourselves;
made known to us from time to time, to wean
us from ourselves, and to bring us into such
circumstances as constrain us to call on the
Lord, and make more use of him. We are led
to an acquaintance with what is contained in our
own personal experience, to the intent we may
learn from it the absolute need we are in of
Christ continually. It seems to us, that all we
expect to make for us, makesagainst us: indeed,
the Lord the Spirit’s hand is in this, though we
do not always perceive it. Hemeans to lead us
out of ourselves, and off ourselves, to center on
Christ. Were we sensible of this, we should go
to the throne with, Look thow upon me. Yet
through our ignorance and legality we start
back, we think we ought not to go now: why
not? because we feel every thing making against
us; whereas, the truth of the matteris, every

M 2
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thing makes for us, had we but eyes to see jt,
inasmuch as every thing we have, are, and fee],
all proclaim the absolute necessity we are undey
of flying to Christ continually with Look thoy
upon me. The state of our minds, they being
so variable, so uneven, so uncomfortable, proves
the necessity for us to distinguish between what
we are in ourselves, frames, and cases, and what
we are in Christ. Surely if we cannot in one
single instance trust in ourselves, there is the
greater reason why we should trust in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Were we skilful in the word of
righteousness, we most certainly should do so.
It is this use of it our text refers to; for, were
we not sensible of our wants, when would there
be any occasion for us to go to Christ with such
a prayer as this, Look thou upon me? 1 will
therefore proceed,

Thirdly, to set forth the heart of Christ
towards the believer, under all sorts of cases and
frames he can possibly be in, and also how
exactly suited Christ is to all these things.
Hence it will follow, how a believer ought to
encourage himself in the Lord his God.

It is the work and office of the Holy Ghost
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ: he hath done
it in the word : there the whole of Christ is set
forth; in it he is fully revealed; from it the
Holy Spirit takes of the things of Christ, and
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shews them untous. This being an immutable
guth, it follows from hence, Christ must be set
forth in it, exactly as he is, a Saviour, a free
Saviour, an accessible Saviour, a compassionate
Saviour, an all-sufficient Saviour, a suitable
$aviour, able to do in us and for us exceeding
sbundant above all we ask or think. If our
plessed Jesus was not all this, he would not be
equal, Beloved, to us and our cases; but he is all
this to us. Therefore I ask you, To whom
should you and I go, but to him? He only hath
the words of eternal life. Blessings on our
Christ! from everlasting he looked upon us as
the objects of his Father’s everlasting love, and
was pleased to look upon us as such with incon-
ceivable delight. Our Christ looked upon us as
the gift of his Father’s love to him; as such, he
delighted in us and rejoiced over us. He viewed
us and looked upon us as his bride and spouse,
as his social companions and partners in all his
communicable grace and glory. Thus he ex-
pressed his delights in the elect sons of men; he
looked upon us, and beheld us shining forth in all
the glory we shall shine forthin, in glory, and his
heart was fixed so immutably on us, that he can
never cease to love us. He looked upon us, and
viewed usin our creation state; he looked upon
us in our fallen state; he looked upon us when
we were in our sin and misery, and it drew out
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his heart to such a degree, that he most wjj.
lingly became our surety. All he foresaw in hyg
people, did not abate his love, nor withdraw L
eye from them. He saw us in and with the
whole of our sinfulness and demerit; and whey
we were without strength, in due time Chrigt
died forthe ungodly. Helooked on us, believers,
when we were dead in trespasses and sins, angd
said unto us, Live. It is in consequence of it,
we have spiritual life in our souls to the present
moment, You and I therefore, who are quick-
ened by the Holy Ghost, and made partakers of
Christ, should know that our blessed Christ is
most divinely suited to us, and that his heart is
always towards us, under all sorts of cases and
frames we can at any time be in. Herein con-
sists the grace of Christ. His heart is love.
He comprehends all his people; their every case
is known unto him; there is no sorrow, no
misery, no one thing can possibly befal them,
butitis before him; yea, he is deeply interested
in these things. They serve to draw out his
heart, to shew forth his grace, to display his
compassion, to exalt his mercy, to manifest his
all-sufficiency, to get himself a glorious name,
and to endear himself hereby to the hearts of his
people. Christ’s heart is fixed on us, his soul
delighteth in us, his eye and his heart are perpe-
tually on us for good; therefore none of ouf
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miseries make against us, but they all make for
us, as it respects sending us to our most pre-
cious Immanuel. Not one of us, who belong to
Christ, but is the invariable object of his un-
ceasing love; and the love of Christ is one in-
cessant activity of his infinite mind towards us.
He looks upon us, when we donotlook on him,
or to him: and as he looks on us, he also looks
within us, and he views all the sin inherent in
us ; all our guilt, all our wants, all our miseries,
all our emptiness, all our weakness. Now our
Jesus looks on us, and all this in us, and re-
members us for good! Our Jesus takes up
nothing against us; neither should we take up
any thing we see, feel, and experience in our-
selves, against him. No, nor against ourselves
either, because it only proves our exceeding
need of Christ, let us feel and see in ourselves
what we may. He, blessings on him! knows us
thoroughly ; he comprehends the whole sinful-
ness and misery contained in our natures and
frames. We are never disposed to give full
credit to this: yet, if it were not so, Christ
would not be all-sufficient for our cases. Itisa
wonderful relief to our minds to view the subject
thus; it serves to save us from many embarrass-
ments which must accompany our thoughts
until we view it in this light. If our Jesus looks
upon us, we are sure to be the better for it; he
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cannot look upon us, but he must, believgr’
know us to be his own; he cannot thus look
upon us, but he must remember us with the
favour he beareth to his people; he cannotlogk
upon us, but he must make our very cases hi;
own. O thisissweet! it is grace indeed! such
as at times inflames our souls, and makes as deep
impression on them as salvation itself doth
This we must acknowledge ; indeed it is mani-
festative salvation; hereby the Holy Ghost
ieads us into the real knowledge of Christ, and
also into real communion with Christ; hereby
we have inward and undeniable evidences of
our Lord’s love to us; in this way we experi-
ence his mercy towards us—in this manner he
proves that his compassions towards us fail not.
There is nothing in us, believers, but Christ is
suited unto; there is every thing in Christ suited
tous. He loved us before we loved him; he
loved us when there was nothing but sin in us;
he loved us, when we were full of misery. We
can readily assent to this, as true doctrine; but
when in experience we feel what we are, then
we begin to draw back from giving most hearty,
free, and full assent and consent untoit. Why?
how so? Because, when we feel, and see with
our own eyes, that we are to the present moment
just as sinful and miserable in our fallen na-
tures as ever, we know not how to account for
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it; therefore we neglect then the simple act of
the mind, which consists in looking unto Jesus,
so that we come not, at least we too often neg-
lect coming, to Jesus, saying, Look thou upon me.
Yet where or to whom should we go, but to our
precious Christ? on whom can he shine, agree-
ably to his work and office, but on such as us,
yea upon us? Are any persons in greater need
of him? Surely not. Then as he can get his
highest glory by shining on us, we may well
make use of it as a plea, saying, Look thou upon
me. Are we dead in our frames and feelings;
Jesusis our life, he is our guickening head; how
snited then, and becoming us to go, saying,
Lord, look upon me; Lord, quicken me. Are we
led to see and feel more than everof the apostasy
of our hearts, of the sinfulness of our natures,
there is the greatest opportunity to go to Jesus,
saying, Look thou upon me. Jesus Christ loves
you and me, believers, so well, he would not
suffer us to feel sin, misery, and emptiness, if it
would net be for our real benefit. It is so, when
from it the Lord the Spirit is pleased to glorify
Jesus in our hearts hereby. As he exalts Christ
in the view of our minds, we get more into
clear and spiritual apprehensions of his love.
As he exalts the blood and sacrifice of Christ in
our understandings, we getabove oursins, and all
the emptiness contained in self. As he exalts
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the righteousness of Christ in our hearts, y,
learn to trustin it more. In these discoverieg
of Jesus, he leads usinto fellowship with Jesus,
and thus he builds us up and establishes us jg
Christ by the very experience which seems to
us to be the most distressing. Christ keeps
his eye on us continually; he looks within us;
he fully understands the whole of us; he knows
his own love wherewith he hath loved us; he
knows the full perfection and virtue of his own
blood and righteousness, in which we are washed,
and clothed; he knows the representation he
makes of us in the high and holy place, to his
Father and our Father, to his God and our God.
He says every thing in his word, to comfort and
encourage us, that he possibly can: I have graven
thee on the palms of mine hands. I will remember
thee with everlasting kindness. I have loved thee.
I will never turn away from you from doing you
good. It well becomes us believers to remember,
Christ beholds us as his own; as members of his
mystic body; as his brethren and beloved ones;
as his sons and daughters: we may therefore
cry out, Look thou on us, and each for him-
self, Look thou on me. As the Holy Spirit is
pleased to enlighten our minds, and enable us to
apprehend from the written word, that Christis
suited to all oursins, wants, frames, experiences;
state, and circumstances, and also that he can
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exalt his glorious grace within us, by displaying
his love, mercy, salvation, and presence, exactly
as suited to every thing either in, or which now
passes in our minds, we set the crown of sal-
vation on his blessed head. In so acting we
give him his glory. My fellow believers, feel
what you may, suffer it not to take off your eye
from, or weaken your confidence in the Lord.
What you are, or feel, makes no alteration in
him; if it does in you, as most assuredly it
does, go with it to Jesus. Learn to look the
more to him, because you cannot bear a sight
of yourselves, abstractedly from the views of
what you are in him. DBecause you are always
changing in your cases, frames, experiences,
circumstances, make the more and greater use
of the unchangeable Saviour. Our Lord him-
self directs you to act thus, when he says, Lift
up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the
earth beneath, for the heavens shall vanmish away
lLike smoke, and the earth shall waz old like a gar-
ment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like
manner : but my salvation shall be for ever, and
my righteousness shall not be abolished. Isa. li. 6.
Beloved, our most precious Lord Jesus Christ
beheld his people from eternity with the same
love and complacency he will to everlasting.
He beholds each and every individual of them,
every moment throughout a time state, with
the same love and complacency he did before
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all time. He loves them every moment of thej,
continuation in a time state, and continues thepy
on earth on purpose to express his lovye
and mercy to them; to fulfil his promises to
them; to fulfil the good pleasure of his will
in them, and the work of faith with power,
We may therefore at all times, in all cases,
under all frames, and let our particular ex.
periences be what they may, say, Look thou
upon us! Look thou upon me! And as, from
what hath been delivered, it most naturally
and necessarily follows, that a believer hath
great reason, and ought to encourage him-
self in the Lord God, at all times, and in direct
opposition to all things, I come,

Fourthly, to shew how freely the believer
may have access to Jesus Christ, let his case be
what it may. The case of the believer in Christ
is in a certain sense always one and the same;
yet he has not this view of the subject, there-
fore he does not always live on Christ in one
and the same way ; that is, does not always live
on Christ as a sinner on a Saviour—in the full
persuasion of this, that without Christ he can
do nothing. No, many of the Lord’s beloved
ones strive to attain such a gift, such a frame,
such a feeling, such an evidence of grace in
themselves, as may afford them comfort.
Whereas the truth is, could we be any thing
in ourselves, or enjoy or see any thing in our-
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seJves, which might give you, or me, real satis-
faction, it would lead off our eyes, and take off
our hearts from our most beloved Lord Jesus.
To prevent us, who of ourselves are naturally
disposed to all this, the Lord is pleased to give
us toexperience the very contrary. And we are
forced to go to, and make free with our Lord
Jesus, because we are what we are in ourselves,
and because we find what we do in ourselves.
Blessings on our Jesus! he is that friend which
sticketh closer than a brother.  He is all love
to his friends. He is all eye to sec them ; he is
all heart to love them; he i1s all ear to hear
them ; he is all mercy to compassionate them;
he is all fulness to supply them; heis all power
to sustain them. As such, he also is always ac-
cessible unto them. It is true blessedness for
them to come before him; to speak out their
hearts unto him; to spread their cases before
him; to look up to him; thus to address him,
Look thou upon me.  Blessings on him ! as, when
we behold him, a sight of him draws our eyes
and hearts after him; so when he takes a sight
of us, it is an attractive; it draws out his eye
and heart towards us. The believer says, Look
thou upon me.  He says, Thou hast ravished my
heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished
mine heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain
of thy neck. How fair is thy love, my sister, my
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spouse ! how much better is thy love than winef 4, d
the smell of thine ointments than all spices/ Thy
lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb ; }lOney
and milk are under thy tongue, and the Smel]
of thy garments is like the smell of Lebangy,
Cant. iv. 9, 10, 11. The believer no soone,
speaks, but Jesus is pleased thus gracic)us}y
to express himself. Indeed this is the yey
blessedness of it. Believers in Jesus, you
may go to him as freely as though you hag
never sinned, and say, Look thou upon me. Am
I'not thine? Is not thine heart set upon me?
Doth not thy whole soul delight in me? 4t
thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my
Holy One?  Didst thou not bear all my sins in
thine own body on the tree? Hast thou not
sustained the curse, and redeemed me from the
curse of the law, by being made a cure for me?
Hast thou not loved me, and washed me from
my sins in thine own blood ?

Now, my beloved, to carry this subject
into every part of the present new year; yea
into every day, hour, and moment of it; yes
throughout the whole of our time in the present
state ; is what true godliness consists in. And
this is what you and I long for, is it not? May
we, therefore, be going continually to Jesuss
casting our every care on him, saying, Look thot
upon me! This, as we vary it, according to the



THE NEW YEAR. 175

yarious cases and frames we are the subjects of,
contains a proper address, by which we go forth
in our minds and hearts towards the Lord. It
is a blessed stimulus, to consider the freedom
our most blessed Lord is pleased to admit us to
and indulge us with at his throne, especially in
private prayer, and also the free access of him
to us, in opening his own heart, in shewing
us his glory, in revealing himself unto us, in
supping with us, in his making his abode with
us, drawing the whole of our minds after him,
and fixing our whole hearts on him. He opens
his heart most freely unto us; he admits us to
open our hearts and speak out our cases most
freely unto him. Thus he gives us every pos-
sible evidence of his love and of his friendship,
and at the same time undeniable proof that his
compassion fails not. It is very well for us to
be familiar with our Jesus; to come to him as
our light and life; to look on him as our righ-
teousness and purity ; to consider him to be life
to our death, light to our darkness, purity to
our impurity, righteousness to our unrighteous-
ness, wisdom to our igmorance, riches to our
poverty, strength to our weakness. Itis very
good for us to live on him, as made of God
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation, and redemption. 'Then, in these views,
we crying out, Look thou upon me, we have this
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blessed reply from him, I will heal your bgey.
slidings, I will love you freely, for mine anger ;
turned away from you. We want nothing ¢,
carry us on safely and comfortably all througy,
life, but the eye of Christ upon us. We wany
nothing in sorrow, and temptation seasons, byt
the eye of Christ on us. If we enjoy a good
measure of health and strength, we need cry
out, Look thow upon me; to the end it may be
used to the Lord’s praise and glory. If we are
in our own sense and feeling almost swallowed
up with the power and influence of our own
corruptions, we need apply to Jesus, crying to
him, and calling upon his name, saying, Look thou
upon me.  If we are on the mount, it must be,
Look thou upon me. If we are so low in our
frame, and as it respects our sense of corrup-
tion and soul distresses, as to be in, and even
cry out of the belly of hell, as Jonah did, it
suits us well, even in such a case and state, to
say, Look thou upon me. If we are on beds of
sickness and pain, exhausting and languishing,
even then it will suit us well to say, Look
thou upon me. If we are, and when we are, in
the very article of dissolution, it will be very
suitable then to address our dear Lord, with
Look thou upon me. Blessings, everlasting bless-
ings on him! None of his people will ever be
in any of these cases, states, frames, and circum-
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stances, but he will look upon them as his own;
he will be to them exactly what they need him
to be ; he will never leave them, he will never
forsake them; he will be coutinually with them;
he will uphold them by their right hand; he
will guide them with his counsel, he will after-
wards receive them to glory; he will look upon
them in heaven with unceasing delight; he will
be there to them their everlusting light, and
their everlasting glory.

I come therefore, lastly, to shew what support
is contained in all this for every believing mind.

If the heart of Christ is, towards the believer
in him, one and the same at all times; 1f Christ
is most exactly suited to the believer in hisevery
case and circumstance, and the believer may
have free access to him, let his case be what it
may, then surely here is such support as is all-
sufficient to the believing mind.  Believers, is
it notso? You cannot but be constrained to say,
It is indeed. Let us consider the subject. You
are one with Christ, and he is one with you;
he hath taken away all your sin, and you are
without all sin in him; he hath finished the
obedience which the Jaw required, and you are
righteous thereby ; he is the Lord your righte-
ousness; you are made the righteousness of God
in him ; you stand in God's sight as Christ
doth ; his Father is your Father, his God is

N
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your God. d4s far as the east is from the Wwest,
so far hath he removed our transgressions fropm
us. His relation to you is so close and indissg.
luble, that neither life nor death can part Jesys
and you. His salvation is yours. His word is
the very index of his heart; his promises are
the very purposes of his heart towards you,
He brings you into such cases, that he may
accomplish his purposes in you, by fulfilling his
promises unto you. He permits such and such
trials to befal you, that way may be made for
discovering his gracious heart towards you.
His promises are full of everlasting consola-
tion. It all belongs to you. It would be well
to study your own cases; to search the scrip-
tures; to consider your age and standing in
Christianity ; to search out such promises and
declarations of grace as are just exactly suited
to what you are the subjects of, then carry them
to the Lord, then mix faith with them, then
pray over them, then look to the Lord Christ
for the fulfilment of them. This is the way
to live to the praise and glory of Christ’s grace.
You can be in no case but there is a promise of
Christ suited to it; you can be in no place where
you cannot converse with Jesus; you can hav¢
no wound, but Christ will be to it, and you the
subject of it, health and cure; you cannot have
a want but Christ will supply. Well therefor¢
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may you say, Look thow upon me. All your
wants lie upon him. He is by office engaged
to make your every case his own. He is inter-
ested in your bodies and souls; he is engaged
for you as it concerns both spirituals and tem-
porals.  The whole of your journey through
life is before him: the hour of your deaths is
well known to him; he is engaged for you;
he is engaged to you; his everlasting arms are
underneath you; he, the eternal God, is your
refuge. Trust in him therefore, and fear not;
such is his grace, that he giveth power to the
faint, and to such as have no might he increaseth
strength. His promise is, that they that wait
upon him, shall renew their strength. May the
Lord bring each of you believers up out of the
wilderness, like pillars of smoke, perfumed with
myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the
merchant, leaming on the arms of our beloved.
Even so, Lord Jesus, Amen. Blessed Jesus!
do thou thyself say Amen.






