LETTER IX

Lne

Deaxr Sir,

T is high time to come to the Frrrn ProPO-
SITION, which is exprefled thus: < God his

“ threatened and inflited the moft awful puniff-
““ ments on men for their not believing in the
¢ Lord Fefus Chri/t *.”—The firft paflage brought
in proof is Mar. 16. 16. ¢ He that believeth and
is baptized fhall be faved; but he that believeth
not fhall be damned.” I think the quotation Mt.
F. makes from Mr. Brine, is indeed a fufficient
anf{wer to this text, viz. *“ As it is not inferrable
‘¢ from that declaration, that the faith of believers
‘¢ is the procuring caufe of their falvation, fo it is
‘¢ not to be inferred from thence that the want of
¢¢ that fpecial faith in-unbelievers is the procuring
‘¢ caufe of their damnation. That declaration
‘¢ contains in it the defcriptive chara&ers of thofe
¢ who are faved, and of thafe who are damned ;
“ but it affigns not fpecial faith to be the pro-
curing caufe of the falvation of the former, nor
the want of it to be the procuring caufe of the
damnation of the latter1.” Mor. F. however
fays in anfwer, ¢ If this mode of reafoning were
¢ admitted, fhould not we find it very difficult to
‘* proveany thing being evil from the threatenings
‘¢ of God againft it? Yea (faith he) it might in
““ time be rendered doubtful whether fin itfelf is
¢¢ the procuring caufe of men’s damnation {” I
am aftonifhed at fuch a conclufion being drawn
from what 1 think good argument.—Mr. F. here
quotes 2 variety of paflages of fcripture, and then

144
44
(49

* P74 1 Motiwes to Lo and U. p. 31, 32, §P.7s.

f 62 1]

applying Mr. Brine’s reafoning, he imagines he has
eggige!yofet it afide: but I think he has utterly
failed.” Says Mr. F. ¢ we are told Pf 147. 6.
«« The Lord lifteth up the meek, he_caf’cf:th the
«¢ wicked down to the ground ; but it might be
¢ [yid, as the meeknefs of the for_mer is not th-e
¢ procuring caufe of his being lifted up, fo it
<¢ cannot be from hence inferred that the wicked-
s« nefs of the latter is the procuring caufe of his
« being caft down.” Again in P[. 145.20. weread,
« The Lord preferveth all that love him ; but the
« wicked will he deftroy. But it might be faid,
s s the love of the one is not the procuring caufe
ss of his preferyation, fo it cannot he proved from
¢ hence that the wickednefs of the other s the
< procuring canfe of his deftru&tion. That thefe
4« declasatjons contain only the defcriptive cha-
< raéters of thofe who are faved, and of thofe who
s perilh* 7 To which I anfwer, it is a fa&,
that thefe paflages only contain the deff:rzpyxve
chara&ters of the faved and loft, as the fift cited
does; but then fhall we fay it is difficult to prove
wickednefs evil, and fin the procuring caufe of
damnation? No ; though thefe fcriptures do not
declare it, there are others which pofitively do, as
P{. 107. 23, 34. * He turneth rivers into a wil-
dernefs, and the water-fprings into dxy ground,
a fruitful land into barrennefs, far the wickednefs of
them that dwell therein.”  Prov. 13. 6. ¢ Wic-
kednes avesthroweth the finper.”” 1fa. 57. 17.
« For the iniquity of his covastoufneis was I
wroth and fmote him;” and the apoftle fay’f
plainly, Rom. 6.23. < "The wages of fin is dcat-}},,
From hence it appears clear, that jt is Mr. F.’s
reafoning, and not Mr, Brine’s, that falls fo the
ground. We bave no occafipn to go to thofe pal-
{ages of {aripture which contain enly a defcriptive
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charadter of thofe who are damned to prove fin is
the caufe of damnation, fince there are plenty of
fcriptures which pofitively affert it; but where is
the fcripture which pofitively aflerts a want of fpe-
cial faith to be the caufe of damnation? —Where:
Why Mr. F. thinks he has found it. It is John
2. 18. ¢ He that believeth on him is not con-
demned ; but he that believeth not is condemned
already, becaufe he hath not believed on the naihe
of the only begotten Son of God.” This text he
feems to exult in, and with it to triumph over all
his oppofers. ¢¢ The paflage ({ays he) which was
<¢ laft confidered, was thought to prove nothing ;
¢¢ becaufe, though it declared that he that believ-
< eth not thould be damned, yet it did not aflign
%t the want of faith as the procuring caufe of dam-
<¢ nation ; but that cannot be pleaded bere. Here
¢ it is exprefsly faid, fuch are condemned becaufe
¢¢ they have not believed on the name of the only
¢ begotten Son of God*.” But this paflage,
tike the other, contains nothing more than a
defcriptive charaller of perfons who are not, and
sho are condemned. He that believeth on him
1s not condemned 3 but I prefume his:believingon
him is not the caude of his not being condemned,
but his union o Chrift, and being interefted in
his cbedience and death is what fecures him from
condemnation. And his believing is no more than
an evidence of his union and intereft in him: fo
the not believing, or continuing in unbelief, isan
evidence of a perfon’s not being in Chrift and (o
of his being under condemnation. Great ftyefs
indeed is laid on the word becanfe, which is put in
capitals, and is confideredas a.very ftrong proof that
his unbelief is the caufe of condemnation; but
if Mr. F. has no better argument than this to fup-
port his caufe, it muft fink, for this will not bear it
up, In John 16.27. the fame word is ufel, vahere
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Chrift addrefling his difciples fays, ¢ The Father
himfelf loveth you, becaufe ye have loved me.”
Now, as has been obferved by a late writer, ‘¢ this
¢ eannot be underftood of their love being any
¢« foundation, or moving caufe of the Father’s love,
¢¢ to which the words of the apoftle John had been
< g direét contradiGion, 1 John 4. 10. Not that
¢« we loved God, but he love us. But through
¢¢ their love to Chrift; or, becaufe they loved
< Chrift, it appeared the Father had loved, and
¢ drawn them to his Son, by the cords of his
s¢ everlafting love, we loved him becaufe he firlt
<¢ loved us *.” Now then as in the cne place the
love of the difciples (though the word becanfe is
before it) is nothing more than an evidence of in-
seveft in the Father’s love; fo in the other, the
want of fpecial faith (though the word becaufe is
before it) is nothing more than an cvidence of be-
ing under condemnation. And in toe next verfe
ous Lord informs us of the caufe of condem-
nation ; ‘“and this is the condemnation,”—that is
the caufe of it (not that they had not fpecial
faith) but that though light was come into the
world, even the glorious Meffizh, the fum and f{ub-
fiance of the types, fhadows, and prophccies, yet
they loved darknefs rather than light, that is, the
greater part oi them, as Dr. Gill exprefles it,
<« preferred the darknefs of the cersmonial law,
 and the Mofaic difpenfation, and even the tra-
« ditions of the elders, before the gofpel revelation
« made by Jefus Chrift 1.7 They perfifted in
cppofing and rejeling the Meffiah, and all his
fayings, becaufe their deeds were cvil ; all which
is indeed caufe enough for condemnation, without
adding thercto the want of fpecial faith, which it
had not pleafed God to beftow upon them.

As to the next fcripture, Luke 1g.27. ¢ But
shofe mine enemies, that would not that I fhould

3 Iahnfon’s Fuith of God’s ele®. p. 362, 1640
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reign over them, bring hither, and flay them before
me,” it is nothing to the purpofe. Our Lord is
there evidently fpeaking of himfelf as the king
Mefliah, whom I have all along fuppofed the Jews
ought to have received, having (ufficient teftimony
of his being fent of God ; and their rcje@ing of
him was a very fufficient reafon for their being {lain
before him.

The laft text quoted to fupport this fifth pro-
pofition is 2 Thefl. 2. 10, 11, 12, where the com-
ing of antichrift is faid to be ¢¢ with all deceiva-
blenefs of unrighteoufnefs in them that perith;
becaufe they received not the love of the truth,
that they might be faved. And for this caule
God fhall fend them ftrong delufions, that they
fhould believe a lie, that they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleafure in
unrighteoufnefs.” Now, fays Mr. F. ¢ This
¢ plainly intimates, that their not receiving #he livd
¢ of the truth, or, which is the fame thing, not
¢ believing with fuch a faith as that to which fals
¢¢ vatien is promifed, is here aaﬂigned as the raufe
¢« of their being given up of God, and canmed
« away with all deceivablenefs of unrighteoufnsfs,
¢¢ —of God’s fending them ftrong dehifions that
¢ they fhould believe a lie, and be damned %.”
I have here to obferve that what Mr. F. afferts to
be plainly-intimated, doth not appear altogether fo
plain to me. The fenfe of the text feems to be
this : That antichrift fhould come, as is expreffed,
with all deceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs; but
then his deceptions thould only have place in them
that perifh, or thofe and thofe only thould be final-
ly deceived by him. He would deceive, if poffible,
the very elect ; but that is impoffible. They are
only the non-eleét, the reprobates, that fhall be
totally feduced, here fpoken of as thofe that perith;
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i : {uch perfons
? whence fhall 1t appear there are
{3{}:‘0 ﬂlv:ll eternally perifh © Why, fays thc.apoﬁ}:e,
becaufe they received not the love of the truth that
the n;irr‘ht be faved. ‘Thisis the grand evidence
of i);t"rebﬁ in {alvation; and thofehwbo g}nﬁlve 1t£:(ti
i f ber who periin.
are evidently of that number. e g fate
for this caufe, viz. their beinginap rithing e,
- a ftate of condemnation as iNnNEIS,
ﬂielldf);:g ?hcrz:x ftrong deh;lf;qlri zhat t:fr)\,gﬂ::ﬁi
i Jie; thatis, God fhall (accor
?c;lrleer:gix \‘Niil) give,them up to judicial I;Ih.nd(r:;fs
and hardnefs of heart, leaving them to t ;i; wu;:
hearts lufts, whereby they would begomg the wil
ling followers of antich;g, emtbhr:tcx&%' ;11 ey
do&trines and wicked practices, 13- i
i : dence of their laft condition
be damned who give evidepce O i ol o plea
i belieyed nat the truth, DU P
lfﬁre:hiitu';tlreigh&:ol:gnefs. Viewing the Wordf‘tgucfé
what can you perceive in them to ptofvg. t God
has threatened and infliGted the r.nofl awfu h? nih
ments on men for their not believing 10 the
efus Chrift.’——Leaying what ;.(}‘aave \?';;tmn on
i :on to your candid perufai—
this fifth propofitio yI i cand

rdiall
moft o Y(Ymrs.
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