LETTER V.

Dear SIR,

AM now come to the fecond part of Me.

Fuller’s book, ¢¢ containing arguments to
¢ prove faith in Chrift the incumbent duty of
« men in general, under the found of the Gof-
¢ pel;” and after what 1 have faid refpeting
faith, as well as from confidering the feveral parts
of holy writ, and efpecially thofe portions of it,
which he mentions as proofs of his hypothefis,
I am obliged to deny his

First ProrosiTiON, which is, that Faith
« jp Chrift is commanded in the Scriptures to un=
¢ gonverted Sinners®.’ By faithbeing commanded
1 take for granted is meant that itis enjoined ; 1t
is an injunition or compulfive precept, which I con-
fefs, I think is a great miftake.  That belieying
fometimes bears the appearance of a command is
what I readily grant: but that it is always where
it bears that appearance to be confidered as an in-
junétion is what I cannot allow.~——Yon know, Sir;
and Mr. F. muft know, that every command in
feripture is not to be thus underftood. For in=
ftance, when the Jewifh nation is affetingly re-
prefented by an infant caft out into the open fickd
to the loathing of its perfon, and the Lord fays,
Fzek. 16. 6. When I pafled by thee, and faw
thee polluted in thine own blood, I faid unto thee
when thou watt in thy blood, /ive, yca, I faid unto
thee when thou wait in thy blood, live. . You
cannot, 1 think, confider thisas an injundion, but
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fuch a command as carries in it and conveys the
blefling itfelf, even life. So our Lord ﬁ)é&iﬁiﬁg
of the gofpel in John 12. 5o fays, ¢ I know thac
¢ his commandment is life everlafling ;" now we
are not from hence to confider the gofpel as a law,
confaining precepts, (Mr. F. himfclf does not 1.)
but when it is here called 2 commandment which
is life everlafting, I fuppofe it muft be thus deno-
manated, becaufe by it the Holy Spirit fpeaks and
commands fpiritual life into the foul of a dead fin-
ner, which life is an everlafling one.—And fome-
times that which bears the zppearance of a com-
mind, is nothing more than a diretion or an en-
couragement, as Ifa. 51.17.¢ Awake, awake, ftand
up, O Jerufzlem, which haft drunk at the hand of
the Lord the cup of his fury.” I prefume this is
not to bc. underftood in the light of a precept, but
as a precious word of confolation and 2 cheering
direétion to hope and rejoice in the Lord becaufe
hie had, as in ver, 2.2. taken out of her hand the cup
of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of his fu-
ry, and adds, thou fhalt no more drink it again.
So I apprehend we are to underftand the words of
Paul and Silas to the Jailor, ¢ believe on the Lord
Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved.” This does
not appear by the context fo much a command as
a word of dire&tion and comfort. The poor man
had his eyes juft opened to fee his wretchednefs and
mifery, and cries out,*¢ Sirs, what muft I do to be
¢ faved 7 Do? faid the good men, you have
nothing elfe to do, but venture your foul on Jefus :
if. you caft yourfelf on him you are fafe: there
is hope for you, be encouraged, both you and
yours if you believe on him thall be faved.

Thus alfo the words of Chrift to his difciples in
John 14. 1. are to he underftood. ¢ Let notyour
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¢ hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, eliev®
““ alfo in me”’ This I think very evidently appears
to be a dire&ion and encouragement, and not {o
much to carry in it an injunction and commaund.
He had been telling them many difcouraging
things they fhould meet with, and particularly
informing them of his departure ; this greatly af-
fefted them ; he faw it, and his bowels yearned
ovzr them, and therefore he thus addrefl=s them,
Let not your hearts be troubled ; don’t be over—
whelmed with forrrow ; yebelieve in God ; JTknow
ye do; ye believe him to be faithful and true :
faithful i keeping covenant, and true in accom-
plithing all the promifes he has made: Ye may
alfo with equal confidence, repofe in me: Yes,
believe in me, when 1 tell you, though I go away,
itis to prepare a place for you, and I will come
again, and receive you to myfelf, that where I
am there ye may be alfo. Cheering words, con-

taining a kind direCtion and heavenly encourage~
ment.

_And let me add, that fome of thofe fcriptures,
cited by Mr. F. relate to nothing more than to
Chrift as the promifed Meffiah, whom it was the
duty of the Jews to have acknowledged, the evi-
dence of his miffion being fo full and clear : and
their refufing to acknowledge him in that capacity,
in oppofition to the moft undeniable evidence, was
practical and criminal unbelief.

It is for want of making thefe diftin&tions, I ap-
prchend, Mr. F. and others have rua into miftaker,
and mifunderftood various paflages of fcripture.

I fhall now proceed to examine thofe feriptures

which are brought to fupport his firft Propafition-
He begins with
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Pfal. 2. 12. Kifs the Son, left he be angry,
and ye perifh from the way*. I fully acquiefce
in the declaration of this pfalm’s having refpe&t to
the Mefliah, and that thefe words relate to the ene-~
mies of Chrift, and unregenerate finners. But
that this ¢ kifling the Son denotes a fpiritual a&,
¢ and is of the very effence of true faving faith,”
as Mr. F. afferts 1, is what I can by no means al-
low. Kifling denotes fometimes nothing more than
civil homage and fubjeion, as in 1 Sam 10. I.
where we are told Samuel anointed Saul and kiffed
him, which was not, I prefume, afpiritual 2&, but
nothing more than a token of allegiance and loy-
alty, and expreflive of reverence and refpe&, becaufe
of the high office he was advanced unto ; and it
¢ is the cuftom of the Indians to this day for the
¢ fubjelts to kifs their kings| ;” now this was
certainly the duty of kings and judges, and all
wherefoever this glorious Meffiah, the Son of
God came, to reverence and refpe& him, to ex-
prefs their firm belief of his being that great Per-
fonage, fo long prophefied of and expeted, who
gave fuch an undeniable evidence of his being fo ;
who had divine authority ftamped in very legible
chara&ters upon him; and if they refufed to ac-
knowledge him it thould iffue in their deftruction.
~—MTr. F. feems to build much on the latter part
of the verfe, ¢¢ Blefled are all they that put their
truft in him,” and fays, ¢ now putting their truft
‘¢ in him, and kiffing him feem nearly a-kin, both
<¢ have the promife of blifs annexed §.”” This feems
to me very far from being juft; kiffing the fon and
trufting him are widely different. The one is an
incumbent duty, the other a peculiar privilege
and blefling. “Che eafy and natural fenfe of the
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words feems to be this, Kifs the Son, reverence
him, refpe& and worthip him ; this is your duty,
for he is my Son, he is the great Mefliah ; the
glorious king I have long promifed : I have fealed
him, this you may eafily perceive,. and if ye re-
fufe to acknowledge him, ye fthall perifh in your
finful ways. Then after the duty of men in ge-
neral is pointed out, 23 a matter very diftin& ¢omres
in the next words, as words of great encourage-
ment to thofe whofe peculiar privilege it is to
venture their fouls on him; who not only ac-
knowledge and reverence him as the Mefliah, but
alfo believe in him for pardon, peace, riguteouf-
nefs and eternal life, as the only faviour of finners,
thefe are blefled, yea, ¢ Blefled are all they that
¢¢ put their truft in him.”

The next fcripture mentioned is Jer. vi. 16,
¢ Thus faith the Lord, ftand ye in the ways, and
fee, and afk for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye fhall find reft for
your fouls; but they faid, we will not walk.there~
in *.”  That the perfons here addrefled are wick=-
ed, unregenerate finners is granted that the ways
they are to ftand in and fee, and the old paths
they are to afk for, may mean the ordinances and.
commandments of God, I think is probable: and
that the good way may have reference ro Chrift, 1
will not deny : But what is all this to the purpofe ?
why Mr. F. feems to lay a ftrefs upon the exhor~
tation ‘¢ walk in that good way,” which he fays
‘¢ can be nothing thart ofi true faith in him, fee-
¢ ing it is promifed that had they {o done, they
¢ fhould have found reft for their fouls§.” But.
fuppofe this walking in the good way does mean true
faith in Chrift, yet do you not perceive this way
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muft be difcovered to them firft ? They were to
ftand and fee, look out and enquire: that is,
diligently attend the means, and when it was the
good pleafure of God to fhew them the good
way; when the Holy Spirit fhould enlighten
their dark underftandings, and difcover to them
theit avretched ftate, and fhew to them the good
and only way of falvation, it was their duty
to walk therein.——It was their duty to en-
quire for it, but I fhould fuppofe not their du-
ty to walk in it till they had found it. And
1 fuppofe alfo they could not find it to pur-
pofe, till it was difcovered to them. Then
they would walk in it, and ought to walk in
it, and to feek no other. This fenfe of the paf-
fage (and T hope it is not a forced one) fets
afide the fentiment of faith being the duty of
the unregenerate. All the duty of the unrege-
nerate here pointed out, is their diligently wait-
ing on publick ordinances. I fay diligently, in
oppofition to what Mr. F. intimates refpelting
tﬁ)ofe who differ from him, ¢ Here (fays he)
¢ they were enjoined to fland and fee, not barely
¢¢ to attend publick ordinances, and lie in the way,
« as fome exprefs themfelves |.”” We don’t fay,
Sir, they are barely to attend in a carelefs and in-
different. manner, and lie in the way in an indo-
lent pofture, indulging themfelves in floth and
fleep, as he. infinuates, though he knows better.
We fay it is the duty of finners to attend the
means conflantly and diligently, with a who can
tell but the blefling of the Lord may be conveyed
through thefe channels. And when the blefing
comes, when the Holy Ghoft opens the eyes of
finners to fee their fin and danger, and thews them
the good way Churift, then it becomes their duty
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to walk in him; and this their duty they wi
rea'dl_ly attend to, under the inﬂuencesyof thz f:vri:}:
Spirit.

Mr F. having produced thefe two fcriptures
from the old tef’c;gment, now proceeds to the new ;
and here exprefles himfelf very pofitively, thus,’,
:: In the new teftament we find true faving faith
“ enjoined upon unregenerate finners, as plain

as words can poflibly exprefs it |.”>  ‘The firfk
words which are to him fo very plain are in

_ John xii. 36. ¢ While ye bave the light, believe
in the light, that ye may be the children of light.””
But I think a little examination into the context
will fhew thefe are not to the purpofe, and demon-
firate that Mr. F.’s mifunderftanding and mifappli-
cation of thele words, is owing to his not obferv~
ing the diftin& modes of fpeech made ufe of in holy
writ. Thefe are evidently words of direCtion to
enquiring people. Our Lord is here {peaking nat
as a lawgiver, but ina minifterial way. He had
juft entered Jerufalem: many attended him both
Jews and Greeks : they made enquiries refpefting
his doétrine, and perfon. He had been fpeaking
of_ his death: they were ftumbled at it, and they
faid, v. 34. ¢ we bave heard out of the law that
«¢ Chrift abideth for ever,” referring, I fuppofe

to fuch paflages that fpeak of the perpetuity of hi;
priefthood, and the eternal duration of his king-
dom ; and fo they afk; how fayeft thou, the fon
of man muft be lifted up ? this feems inconfiftent
:A‘nth_ fcripture, and they further afk, ¢ Who is

this fon of man ?”” Ln reply to this laft queftion

he tells them, this fon of man was the light o;'
the world ; and then goes on to fhew them the
importance of believing and walking in him. “This
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light (fays he) is for a little while with you, and

this is what 1 have to fay, and with you to notice

it, who are thus inquifitive for knowledge : that

if ye would wifh to be children of light; and to

give evidence ye are fo, it is abfolutely neceflary

that ye believe in the light, and walk while ye
have the light, otherwife darknefs will certainly
come upon you. Or if we confider it as an addrefs
to the audiénce in general, then viewing him as
fpeaking in 2 minifterial way, his words were (as
one exprefles it) perfuafive, by way of admo-
< nition; to move his audience to make the beft
¢ jmprovement in their power, of the opportunity
« they were favoured with. For they did enjoy
¢ his prefence with them, who is the true light ;
< and had the light of the gofpel publifhed amongft
< them. And then the admonition was, to re-
< ceive Chrift and his gofpel, according to that
e Jight in which he had revealed himfelf to them:
«¢ And not to believe in a light which God had
& ot afforded them : or to receive Chrift inter-
¢ nally, while he had only been revealed exter-
« nally. It was to believe in that light which
¢ they actually had; and had the Jewifh nation
& taken that advice, they had (in 2 national way)
¢ continued to be the children of light. For
«¢ God did not root them out of their habitation,
¢ becaufe they were not blefled with faving faith;
¢ but becaufe they rejected the Meffiah, and de-
v¢ {pifed the record which God gave of his Son *
If we take the words in the former fenfe, they
appear to contain a minifterial admonition, and
not a compulfive precept; a dire@ion to enquir-
ing perfons, and not 2 command to the multitude
in general ; an information of what is eflentially
neceffary to evidence them children of light, and
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not 2 command to make them/felves fo. If we take
them in the latter fenfe, they only contain an ex-~
hortation to act agreeable to the light they had.
View them in either way, they will not prove
what Mr. F. withes them to prove, the duty of
all to believe with a fpecial faith.—At prefent fhall
only add
1 remain
YOWS.
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