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LETTER 1IV.

Dear SIR,

Cannot help noticing what is faid in p. 27.
{peaking of the diftinction between believing
Chrift, and believing ;in-Chritt. Mr. F. fays <1t
c¢ {cems to {uppofe thata perfon may really believe
¢ Chrift, and yet not believe in Chrift, or, which
¢ jg the (ame thing, not fruft in bim for falvations
¢« This appears to me impofible *.” 1 am fur-
prifed at this. Surely there is a great difference
Letween the one and the other. The one is the
duty of all, the other the peculiar privilege of fome,
even of GGod’s ele&. Andthevery fcriptures cited
to prove there 1s 10 difference, feem to me clearly
to point out there is. John 3. 36. He that be-
lieveth on the Son, hath everlafting life: and he
that believeth not the Son fhall not fee lifes but
the wrath of God abideth on him. The former
art of the verfe defcribes the true believer. He
who through the fupernatural illumination of the
fpirit doth fo believe the teftimony of God con-
cerning his Son, as in a way of truth and depen-
dence to refign himfelf up €0, and rely upon him
for life and falvation, he has everlafting life : he
really poffeffes it. Now this is the peculiar privi-
lege of a child of God.—The other part of the
verfe defcribes the criminal unbeliever. For, ob-
ferve, 1 have no doubt but there is an unbelief
which is criminal, and that is, where there is a
want of due reverence and attention to the words
of Chrift, and a pofitive a& of rejeting him as the
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;\{eﬁ‘mh and Saviour, in direft oppofition to tl
fall evidence he gave of his miffion. Obferve, i s
not faid, he that believeth not o the Son &ce’ll\tTls
it is not for want of {pecial faith he is c;nde;n g’
but l?ecau(c he believes not what he fays thone l’:
he gives ‘the moft undeniable evidence grfilis bclfg
fent of God, and that what he fays is truth Cl‘?rg

tainly, if a man will not believe what Chrift the

Son of God fays is true; if he tre
an idle tale which hath fuch ¢¢ evi;cii?nth:n%oii?g}tl?s
ble charalters of its divine original,” he i -
thy of condemnation, and fhall be cox,ldemriicr’o:;
7‘\‘/Irb Charnock exprefles it. ¢ A gofpel that hath
y ﬁer:?egrgpzfgatefi with a glorious fuccefs, con-
o red by a train of miracles, acknowledged in
« 1c writings of heathens that lived in the pri-
‘ ?nl(tllvtehélf?ff! xtr}lltneﬂf?d by the blood of martyrs,
e wifer and .
¢ could not all furely be a parlce:l”;ef(‘ier;u:rloarxtli:gv}]m
fgo}s ! Shall this have no better a reception tfcx)ayl
) }r bllt :;cz’re a mere romance, and an impertinentt
able ¥2””  Certainly thofe who give it no bet-
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~ ter areception, fhall be feverely punifhed. To be-

lieve what God has declared i i
] : _ red in his v
lieve (;hxs glorious revelation which G:r)(c)lrgz,ls toivgg-
is un o'ubtedl)I. the duty of all where the%of ei
;c;mes : Fthelcwdence of its being God’s word isp{o
trong, fo clear and plain; and to rejeét ity § L
o Skt o holieve what e Tard Jetss
Chrift fays, who is the S ot o s
C s Son of God, and i
fjt'l,f" and. whofe difcourfes bear fuZ:h a iFt;Lrlrfh lct:}
311‘\ 111&)3uihor1t_y,riis unqueftionably incumbenlt): on
I, and to reject and defpife him and hi
'y S > My s i
fiegc?nmg of (zod's., lj.ot difpleafure and his ngff{?l
}gnﬁgin?%;l:n. g‘ms is what natural light and rea
{ ates. ut what has this to do with beki ;
: ) \ - .o . . : ei A
ing on Chrift, or fpecial faith in him, which is"I:':L-

* Charn. Works, vol, 2 p. 657,
«
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pernatural and the fpecial gift of Ged, accor-
ding to Mr.F.s own words, ¢ peculiar to the

ele& ®.”

Mr. F. quotes another fcripture of the fame im-
port with the former, I John 5. 20. ¢ He that be-
lieveth on the Son of God, hath the witnefs in
himfelf : he that believeth not God, hath made
kim a liar; becaufe he believeth not the record
that God gave of his Son.” You fee the fame dif-
tinttion is here made as in the former paflage be-
tween believing on Chrift and believing Chrift and
God, though Mr. F. cannot fee this diftinétion.
You may here obferve, who it is that hath made
God 2 liar. It is not faid he who believes not on
the Son, but he who believes not the record God
hath given of his Son. That is, as onc exprefles
it, < pra&ically to {light, contemn, defpife, reject
« or wilfully negle& the word of God, and the
«¢ record therein contained. But for 2 foul not to
¢« enjoy what God has not given, or not to be
+¢ what God has not made him, does not make
¢ God a liar; and the difpute is not, whether that
< unbelicf which is condemned in the {cripture,
«¢ be the work of men, and 2 wicked work ? but
<¢ whether a perfon not having 2 bleffing, which

<« pever was given him, nor ever was in his power
«¢ 1o obtain, he the wicked work intended +.”’

Let me now invite your attention to what is faid
in p. 28. ¢ This view of faith feems to be plain
« and eafy, and does not embarrafs onr minds with
< g number of words without ideas.” A handfome
compliment to thofe who do not think Mr. F.’s
account of faith fo plain and eafy as he does !
Give me leave juft to quote 2 few deh};ﬁtions others
have given, and then to afk your opinion whether
‘his reflection of ¢ embarraffing the mind with a

* P. 1. 1 Johafon's Faith of God’s Ele&t, p. 171,
number
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number of words without ideas” be juft.
call to your mind Mr. Polhill’s defé’riptionsiafuitr
w!uch' I mentioned in my fecond letter; < preciou;
faith is a grace of the Holy Spirit, whereby the
heart ﬂ{pcrnaturally illuminated, doth fo be}‘Iievc
the teftimony of God in the facred feriptures, as
in 2 way of truft or dependence to refign and i’eld
up itfelf unto Jefus Chrift as mediator, and i’g’ and
through him unto God according to his word * **
Dp_cs he c;mbarrafs the mind withg number of words
:;:vxt_hout ideas ! Again, let me cite Perkins ; ¢¢ faith
“isa gift, Y’vhereby we apprehend Chrift and his

_benefits 1. Does this good man embarrafs our
minds with a number of words without ideas ? —
Shall here alfo give you an extraét from a confef-
fion of faith drawn up and figned by three Pro-
teﬁan.t bithops, and feven eminent clergymen, who
were imprifoned in London for the gofpel fhort)
‘a‘fter the coronation of Mary. 'Iphey f,ay thusy
« Faith is not only an opinion, but a certain per:

fuafion wrought by the Holy Ghoft, which
doth illuminate the mind, and fupple tl,me heart
to fubmit itfelf unfeignedly to God.” “This
v\{z‘\}sl figned by Coxferdale, bifhop of Exeter, Fatrar,
bithop of\St. David’s, Hooper, bithop of Worcef-,-
ter and Gloucefter, with Taylor, Philpof, Brad~
ford, Crome, Sanders, Rogers, and Law’rencel[
Do thefe excellent men embarrafs our minds W‘itl;
? nltcx-mbcr of words without ideas?—Dr. Gill
fpea ing of faith, {ays, ¢ fpecial and {piritual faith,

to w_hxch falvation is annexed, is not of a man”
felf, it does not owe its original to the crcature—f
it 1s not pf the law of works ; for as the law is
ot of faith, fo neitheris faith of the Taw j~=i
is a blefling of the covenant of grace ; the ’o elt
ration of the fpirit of God; he produc,csit byll)li;

* Precious Faith .
s Faith, p. 6, Perleins® . .
I Toplady’s Hits, Braof, v x p.z;ét‘s:nxor];:’ P"°3","" R
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< mighty power in the foul; he enlightens the
<t mind, reveals the object, brings near Chrift,
< his righteoufnefs and falvation, and enables the
¢ fenfible finner to look to him, lay hold on him,
¢¢ and receive him as his faviour and redeemer * 2
Does the Dotor here embarrafs our minds with a
number of words without ideas? I think thefe
definitions are fhort and full, they are not, it is
true, quite fo concife as Mr. F.’s, which contains
but five words, ¢ the belief of the truth;” but then
they are more full, and in my opinion much eafter
comprehended. Indeed this gentleman himfelf is
obliged to employ feveral pages to explain his
meaning, being fenfible, I prefume, fucha defini-
tion could not be readily underftood, and that
people in common were very likely to remain in the
dark about it. The foregoing accounts are felf-
evident, they at once, without ¢ embarrafling our
minds with a number of-words,” convey to us true
and beautiful ideas, and, it appears to me, give us
fuch ideas, that clearly demonftrate it cannot be
the duty of unregenerate men to believe with a {pe-
cial faith in Chrift. If the mind muft be fuper-
naturzlly illuminated—if it is a new covenant blef-
fing—a fpecial gift of God peculiar to the eleft—
wrought by the power of the Holy Ghoft in the
hearto—confifts in an apprehenfion and reception of
Chrift, and fuch an apprehenfion and reception as
transform the foul into his image and likenefs,
and make him clofely adhere to him for ever, and
iffue in everlatting life—furely it s abfurd to the
laft degree to fay it is the duty of all men to have
it.

[

But refpe&ing their duty in this matter, I fhall
be led more particularly to treat of in my next,
when I propofe giving you my fentiments of the
the fecond part of Mr.gF.’s book. Ifhall now only in

* Gill’s Serm. and Trafls, v.-3. §.75, 764
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the general fay, that if this faith be the duty of
man, and required by the law, it is then -un-
doubtedly a wor# 5 and when the apoftle fays, Eph.
2. 8. By grace ye are faved, through faith, we
muft confider hiin as joining grace and works to=
gether, contrary to the gencral tenor of his epif-
tles, which is to fet forth the freenefs and the
riches of grace in the falvation of finners; as
in Rom 4. 16. he fays, ¢ It is of faith that it
might be by grace :” but if faith is 2 duty (and fo
a work) the apoftle thould rather have faid, It is
of faith that it might be by works ; but fince faith
is a blefling of the covenant of grace, 2 fruit of
electing grace, and the operation of the fpirit of

grace, there is a propriety and beauty in the a-
poftles words.

T thall now conclude this epiftle with the juft
obfervation of a late writer, ¢¢ That the religion
¢ of Jefus Chrift ftands eminently diitinguifhed,
¢« and cffentially differenced, from every other
«¢ religion that was ever propofed to human re~
¢ ception, by this remarkable peculiarity : thar,
« Jook abroad in the world, and you will find
< that every religion, except ore, puts you upon

doing fomething in order to recommend your~
“ felf to God. A Mabometan expelts to be faved
¢ by his works. A Papift looks to be juftified
¢ by his works. A Free-willer hopes for falva-
“ tion by his works, compliances, endeavours
and perfeverance. A Pagan, if he believes that
there is a future ftate, expels to be happy
hereafter, by virtue of the fuppofed good he
does, and of the evil he leaves undone. A
Myflic has the fame hope, and ftands on the
fame fad foundation. It is only the religion of
Chrift which runs counter to all the reft, by
afirming that we are faved, and called with an
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« holy calling, #o? according to our works, but
<«¢ according to the Father’s own purpofe and
« grace, which was (not {old to us on certain
« Conditions to be fulfilled by ourfelves, but
« was) given us in Chrift before the world be-
“ pan*.”

The Lord grant this religion may be more and
more precious to both you and me.
I am
Yours.

# Toplady’s Serm, on James 2« 79» P- 49, 507



