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LETTER I

DeARr Sig,

Y laft concluded with a long quotation

from Dr. Goodwin, wherein he confiders

faith as the fruit of a fupernatural illumination of
the fpirit, which I wrote you as an anfwer to what
I think a defetive definition of faith given by Mr.
F. who defcribes it as a ¢ belief of the truth.”—
I fhall now attend to what is further advanced on
this fubje&. And here let me obferve, Mr. F.
as if confcious himfelf this definition will not do
as it ftands, goes about to explain what he means
by this belief of the truth. Yet aiter all his expla-
nation, I confefs it is to me quite unfatisfaltory,
and at Jaft he drops fhort of the thing itfelf. He
tells us that ¢¢ to avoid obfcurity, he fhall attempt
¢ more fully to explain the terms.” And, ° firft,
¢ it is not fuppofed but there may be a cold affent
¢ to many of the general truths of Chriftianity ;
“¢ fo far as that a man may obtain the charalter of
¢¢ being orthodox, and may really think himfelf a
‘¢ believer, yea, and may be able to defend thole
¢ truths for which he is an advocate with clear-
‘¢ nefs.and energy; and yet be deflitute of faving
“ faith*.” Well then, what is it? Why, it is
faid, ¢ By belief then I underftand, and { think
‘¢ the apoftle underftands, a cordial reception of the
¢ truth as it isin Jefus +;”” and fpeaking of truth,
he fays thus, ¢ by truth I do not mean, and I
‘¢ think the apoftle does not mean, barely fuch
‘¢ general truths of the Gofpel, as that there was
¢ fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift—that he was born
at Bethlehem—Ilived and wrought miracles in
Judea—that there is an eternal eleétion, a par-
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¢ ticular redemption, &c.—But by truth I mean,
¢¢ (and I think the apoftle meansthe fame) to in-
¢« clude with the aforementioned doctrines, their
¢ qualities or properties, which make a great,
¢¢ and even an eflential part of the truth *.”> And
elfewere he obferves, ¢.It appeared to me, we
¢¢ had taken carnal men too much upon their
¢¢ word, when they told us, they believed the
¢¢ truth. I doubted not, but that they might
¢¢ believe many things concerning Jefus Chnift,
¢¢ and his falvation; but they only amount to
¢¢ their fimple exiffence, without taking in their
¢¢ adhering qualities.—Now, what conftitutes the
¢¢ gofpel is good news ; but whatever faith 2 wicked
€ man may have in it as a piece of news ; he hath
¢ none in the goodnefs of it {.”

Such is the explanation of the belief of the
truth, 2 rordial reception of the truth, and a be-
lieving the gofpel to be good as well as true. This
Iatter 1dea is exaltly the fame with the Leicefter-
fhire farmer’s account of faith; he fays, <« 1
< would define the faith of the gofpel thus: It is
<¢ the evidence which God has given, admitted in
€ a perfon’s mind, that the things reported in the
“ fcripture concerning Himfel and Son, are true
¢ and good.” And again, ¢ Tobe a believer in
¢ 2 full feriptaral fenfe of the word, is to be per-
<¢ fuaded from proper evidence, that gefpel things
* are trve, and that they are, as defcribed in the
< gofpel, goad}.” You fee Mr. F. has exallly
adopted the idea, and almoft the words of that
gentleman, whoever he might be.—Now let us
a little examine it ; and will you give me leave to
akk you, Sir, what you think of the faith of
Denls? you know, they are faid to believe.
Fames ii. 19. Formy part I freely own, that what
a late wiiter afferts, appears to me a fadt, viz.
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s¢ That the Devils are incomparably mcre ortho~
« dox, than nineteen in twenty of our modern
¢« divines *.”” That they belicve the truth, I
think cannot be denied. ‘T'hat they believe there
is a God, the apoftle James declares. T'hat they
believe Chrift to be the Son, the holy one of God,
appears evident from their own declaration, Murk
i. 24. In fbort, that the Bible is the word of
God, and that the gofpel is #ews, and good news
too of falvation for the chief of finners, is what
they are thoroughly convinced of ; and that this
falvation is brought home to the heart by the
power of the Holy Ghoft, is what they have de-
monftrable and mortifying evidence of in the lofs
of their fubjects ; and therefore can but believe it.
Yes, they do believe the truth; they do not only
believe the gofpel as a piece of mews, but believe
the goodnefs of it for others, though not for them-
felves.—What think you of the faith of the de-
parted wicked ? Tam apt to think, however er-
ronesus they might be in their fentiments on
earth, they belicve the truth in hell. Itis aquery
to me, whether there be an Arian, Socinian, or
Arminian there.—~What think yon of the faitlr of
Simon Magus, in Aés viii. 13. itis faid, Stmon
himfelf believed alfo. Who did he belicve? znd
what did he believe ? In the preceding verfe we
are told that Philip preached the things con-
cerning the kingdom of God; and I fuppofe he
preached the fruth as it isin Jefus. It appears
then, it was Philip the Evangelift, and the truth
he preached that was believed by Simon, who was
yet in the gall of bitternefs, and in the bond of
iniquity.

But perhaps, in reply to this, Mr. F. may fay,
what is all this to the purpofe ; none of thefe cor-
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dially and heartsly received the truth ; it is nothing
but” ¢ cold aflent.” To this I reply, I only
brought thefe inftances to thew that the definition
of faith as firft given, viz. ¢ g belief of the truth,”
is not fufficiently clear, there is a defectin it.——
I now proceed to his amendment or addition, ¢ a
¢ cordial veception of the truth ° now let us fee if
this be a full defcription; I think not. If we
Yook into Luke 4. 16—30. we find an account of
our Lord’s entering the Synagogue at Nazareth
on the Sabbath day ; that he opened the book of
the prophet Ifaiah, and read that admirable paf-
fage, * The fpirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
¢<"caufe he hath anointed me to preach the gofpel
t¢ to the poor : he hath fent me to heal the broken
< hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives,
¢ and recovery of fight to the blind, to fet'at liber-
<< ty them that are bruifed : to preach the accept-
<¢ able year of the Lord.”” We are informed, the
blefled “Jefus, the glorious Meffiah, opened thefe
words, and faid, ¢ Thisday is this fcripture ful-
¢ filled in your ears.” What was the effect this ex-
cellent difcourfe had on their minds? why we are
told ¢ the eyes of all them that were in the fyna-
“¢ gogue were faftened on him” with ferious atten-
tion and earneft expetation, ¢ and all bare him
¢¢ witnefs,”” were ready to fet their feal to the truth
of what he faid, the evidence he gave being fo
clear; and moreover, it is added, and ¢ wondered
<< at the gracious words which proceeded out of
¢ his mouth.” They were amazed at the manner
in which he fpake, as well as the matter he deli-
vered ; they could not deny the evidence he gave
of his being the Mefliah ; they were conftrained to
embrace his do&rine, yea, and cordially to re-
ceive his teftimony, which none ean deny was
truth. Yet after all this, it feems they were
ftrangers to true; fpecial faith in Chrift, as-appears
hyw their after condn@. Toes not this orove Mr.
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¥.’s defnition of faith defeGive? Here were 3
number of perfons who believed the truth which
Chrift fpake, believed it to be good, cordially and
beartily received it, fo as to be charmed with it,
for they wondcred at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth, yet being weighed in
the balances, they were found wanting.
1t is not then a believing the truth, a cordial
reception of the truth, fo as to be affeted with it,
fimply fpeaking, which is fpecial faith. Such
a cordial reception indeed as flows from fuperna-
tural light, life, and love being conveyed into the
foul by the Holy Spirit is true faith. ~But it evi-
ently appears from this inftance, as well as from
the ftony ground hearers, who received the word
with joy, Mat. (3. 20. that there may be a cordial
reception of the truth without fpecial faith. Some-
thing more thana bare cordial reception is neceflary
to denominate a perfon a true believer. It isfuch a
reception of the truth as transforms the foul into the
image of Chrift, 2 Cor. 3. 18. “weall with open face
beholding as in a glafs the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the fame image, from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” %t is fuch a be-
lief of the truth or the divine teftimony concerning
Chrift, that brings Chrift into the foul, Eph. 3
18. ¢ that Chrift may dwell in your hearts b
¢ faith ;”” and to ufe the words of another, “l{
‘¢ requires the agency of the Eternal Spirit, the
“ mighty power of God, to imprint the truth
‘“ upon the foul, fo as to inake the man poffefs
““it, and form it into a vital principle in his
“¢ heart *;” and then from this vital principle the
foul alls, as one exprefles it in a letter to a chrif-
tian friend, ¢ Faith is the gift of God, and it
‘¢ grows not in nature’s garden, or in the heart
‘¢ of aman by nature; but is a grace created in
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s¢ the foul by the Holy Spirit of God, at theftlg{e
“¢ of regeneration ; and believing 1s the a&éht'{is
« principle, or the foul’s a&ting tqwarfi ' 1r1 ;‘
<t and God in kim, according to this principle o
$¢ grace wrought in the heart, to which it is i‘a:i
< bled by the Almighty Power of God . h’nh
Mr. Charnock, in his fermon on unbelief, wk |cf
Mr. F. is fo fond of, and of which hos“fpea.‘;1 o
highly in p. 74. thusexprefles himfelf, Falﬂ_ is
“ to {e confidered two ways; as 1t 1S an.a1 ent
« to the revelation of God, or asitis a fpecwidm-
< frument of apprehending, and layin r{{mf ?cn
¢ Chrift for juftification, c..In the f_n h;
¢ faith isa virtue we are obliged to by the lig
¢ of nature. In the fecond it is purely anevange-
¢ lical grace *.”

i iri God

I confider faith, or rather the Spirit of

through faith, giving the foul poﬁciﬁonFoft l't!‘nies
truth revealed, agreeable to Heb. 11. 1;‘ Faith
the fubffance of things hoped for, 1. £. ** 1t gwl:s
o thefc{, things a f{ubitance or fubfiftence in tt he
¢ mind, by {ubftantiating and realizing ther'n to {‘c
¢ mind, and imprefling them upon the heat;.t,l .c;
that when a perfon truly believes, the gofpe y }:
written in and upon the heart, engraven upo!z'\f e
mind, fo as to become the principle of a perfon ofs‘
actions. Mir. F. feems to hint at fomething o
this when he fays, ¢ now truth in ex_lﬁcnce is
&< reality, and if fo, to believe the truth is to rea-
¢ lize it, or to confider it as real, thatis, to cox}:—
¢ fider it a# 7t is, which has a real effe upon the
< heart and condu& +.” 1 own I like this bett;r
than any thing he has {aid about faith. But he af-
terwards feems to go off from his own defcnptt;n
when he afks, ¢ Is it the duty of every man ;vd o
<< hears the folemn realities of religion to conidet
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«¢ them as real, that is, to confider them as they
<¢are, or is it nott ?” Undoubtedly it is.
But this is not to the point ; even according to his
own definition, the queftion fhould ftand thus
Is it the duty of every man, fo to rzalize the truth
as that it fhall have a real effe€ on his bears and
conduét ? or in other words, Is it an unregenerate
man’s_duty to imprefs the truth on his mind, to
make it enter his heart, and to make it abide there
fo that.it thall powerfully influence ever facult},r
of his foul, and every attion of his life? 1f fo, itis
his duty to do what God claims as his prerogative
and promifes as a f{pecial blefing to his own peo:
ple; Jer. 32, 39,40. ¢ I will give them one heart
and one way, that they may fear me for ever. I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they thall not
depart from me ; and Heb. 8. 10. 1 will put my
laws into their mind, and write them in their
hearts; and I will be to them a God, and the
fhall be to me a people.” ’ Y
I agree with Mr. F. when he fays, there is ¢ 2
« qeceffafy connection between faith and prac-
¢ tice §.7 I think wherever true faith is, the
truth believed has taken fuch pofleflion, fuch hold
of that foul, that it cannot but fhew itfelf in the
life, for ¢¢ faith without works is dead,” James 2
20. Does the feripture declare * nothing is fo
odious, ‘nothing fo dangerous as firi ;> he who
has real faith, and is under its inflience, fo poffe{-
fes that truth that he muft neceflarily hate and for-
fake evil. Does the Bible inform us, no Saviour
is fo {untaI?le, none fo precious, none {o excellent
in every view as the Lord Jefus Chrift ; he who
has fpecial faith, fo poffefles that triath in his foul
it makes fuch an impreflion on his heart, that h::
cannot but find an attual outgoing of his foul to-
wards him in a way of love, trift, and obedience.
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But I cannot agree with him when he draws this
conclufion ; ¢ The neceffary connexion there is
¢t petween faith and praltice induces me to think
s it smpoffible for a wicked man while fuch to be-
< lieve the aforementioned truths® ;' and as a
proof thereof, he adds, ¢ men believe various
< things in the world to be odious and others
< dangerous; that arfenic will poifon them or fire
¢ burn them; and they a& accordingly, they
¢ make it theirconftant endeavour to fhun them+ 3’
but docs not Mr. F. know that fome people, though
they believe arfenic will poifon them, yet they take
it, and for that very purpofe ? And does not Mr.
F, know there is an unnatural practice which yet
prevails in fome parts of the empire of Indoftan,
of the Gentoo wives burning themfelves on their
hufband’s funeral pile ? And even in this Chriftian
land, how many who believe the knife, the fword,
the piftol, the water, will be their death, yet,
inftead of thunning, purpofely make ufe of them
for this horrid purpofe. I havealfo heard this per-
tinent queftion afked, Do not men in general be-
lieve they fhall die, yea, really, cordially and
heartily believe it? But do they a& accordingly?”
or does not the judgment and pradtice of the ge-
nerality of mankind contradi& each other? And
did not Felix believe Paul when he reafoned of

righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment to come?
Yes, he believed, and he trembled ; his confcience
was awakened and alarmed, accufed him of in-
juftice and intemperance, and he dreaded the
thought of a final judgment. What then? Did
he aét accordingly? though he firmly believed
the truth, and had a ftrong convi&ion of the evil
of his condu&;, did he forfake his evil ways and
thankfully adhere to Paul? No. He difmiffed

him, he wanted to hear no more, he was for lul-
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ling his confcience afleep, and making it quiet and
eafy; though he knew he was purfuing evil, he
et would perfift in it, though our author fays,
4 human nature cannot purfue evil as evil 1.””
Where true {pecial faith is given indeed, that man
cannot but hate and forfake evil. The truth pof-
fefles his foul and influences his condué& ; buta
man may believe the truth, and yet perfift in evil.
I muft now conclude,
And remain

Your’s,
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