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LETTER IL

D=ar SiIr,

N my 1t T made fome remarks on the preface
I sanexed to Mr. Fuller’s late publication. I
firall now take the liberty of entering on the firft
part of his book, wherein ht reprefents the impor-
tance of the fubject, and gives us his idea and de-
finition of faith., 1 obferve he begins w:th’ this
queftion, ¢ What thall I do to be faved ?.’ and
zdds, this © is certainly a queftion of vaft impor-
* tance to a fallen creature.” I agree with him,
and a proper anfwer to that queftion, I th:mk, is
of vaft importance alfo. Dr. Owen begm§ h}'s
gofpel grownds, and evidences of the faith of GGod’s
eleét, in the fame manner, and obferves, ¢ This
¢ queftion being once raifed in the confcience, an
¢ anfwer muft be returned to it.”” Now, adds the
Dolor,  the real anfwer which men return to
<« themfelves is according to the influence which
« their minds are under from one or other of the
« two divine covenants, that of works, or that of
< grace; and thefe two covenants taken abfqlutely
¢« are inconfiftent, and give anfwers in this cafe
<« that are dire€lly contradiftory to one another :
<¢ {o the apoftle declares, Rom. 10. The one fays
¢ a5 in ver, 5. The man that doeth the works
¢ of the law fhall live by them : this is the only
¢¢ way wherebyyoumay be faved: the other wholly
< waves this return, and puts it all on faith in
¢ Chrift Jefus*,”as ver. 6,9. The righteoufne{s,
which is of faith, fpeaks on this wife, Say not in
thy heart, who thall afcend into heaven ? that is,
to bring Chrift down from above ; or, who fhall
defcend into the deep ? that is, to bring Chrift
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2gain from the dead. But what fith it? The
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart; that is the word of faith which we preach;
that if thou fhalt confefs with thy mouth the Lord
Jefus, and fhalt believe in thy heart that God hath
raifed him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved, and
this was the anfwer Paul and Silas gave the jailer
when in the utmoft diftrefs, he put the queftion.
Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou thalt be
faved.

But now it remains to be afked, what is that faith
with which falvation is conne@ed. To defcribe
this has puzzled the minds, and employed the pens
of numbers : and after all, 1 fuppofe, it has not,
and cannot be fully unfolded. The grace of faith,
and the life of faith, are both myfterious ; and
perhaps fome who have attained the greateft de-
gress of it, and who live the moft by it are the
leaft able to defcribe it. The Lord grant you and
1 may grow more in the grace, and live more the
life of faith. I am perfuaded I cannot with either
you or myfelf a greater bleffing.

However, though this is a fubje which I con-
fefs I am not able fully to unfold to your view
yet Jome ideas may be f{rmed of it from fcripture,
And having that blefled volume in my hand, with
my eyes and heart direfted to the Holy Spirit (to
whom I would with continually to Iook) for the
opening of my underftanding ; I fhall attempt to
give you fome account of my views of this fubject,
and with Mr. F. ¢ to enquire whether this be in-
¢ cumbent on every creature where the goipel is,
*¢ preached, or whether it is not .

I agree with Mr. F. in p. 2. <« T enjoin that an
*¢ man which God hath nat epjoined, is to act
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s¢ without warrant, and would be crueity to our
¢ own fpecies, as it fubjects them to charge of a-
** bundance of guilt, of which, God knows, they
-¢ have enough in the breach of what he has en-
¢ joined.” 'Thus, I think, Mr. F. has alted
without warrant, and that cruelty he mentions I
do apprehend he has been guilty of.

But to begin with the matter of faith, foras Mr.
F. obferves, ¢ in order to come at a clear and dif-
¢ tin& view of things, it may be proper, that
¢ what is meant by faith fhould be particu]ar%
< flated, defined and explained *.” And here
muft own with him I do not think a believing our
perfonal intereft in Chrift, which is commonl
called affurance, is effential to true faith. No.
believe with Mr. Polhill, ¢ all true believers
¢¢ have not affurance. Scripture and experience
¢ manifeft it ; there are lambs which are gathered
 into the arms, and laid in the bofom of free
¢ grace, yet know not where they are. There
¢ are little ones, babes in Chrift, which can only
‘ hang on the breaft, and are not grown up into
¢ the refleCtions and joys of faith; the poor in
4 {pirit, the mourners, the hungry and thirfty af-
¢ ter righteoufnefs, mentioned in the 5th chapter
¢ of Matthew, are all of them true believers,
¢¢ bleffed ones, and heirs of the promifes, and yet
¢ al] of them are without any glimpfe of aflurance ;
t¢ the poor in fpirit, all in rags of unworthinefs
¢ and felf-nothingnefs, as if he had no title to the
% kingdom ; the mourners weeping, and defolate
¢ like Flagar in the wildernefs, with her bottle
* {pent, as if there were no well of comfort near
¢ them ; the hungry and thirfty, like men in 2
¢ famine, drooping and fainting away in fits of
& fou] emptinefs, as if there were no fuch thing as

¢ hidden manna for them. It is very obfervable
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¢¢ in the Canticles, that Chrift takes not]
¢¢ tender grape juft at its firft appearingoilii:f;r;he
¢ firft opening and budding forth of faith is wel=
¢¢ come to him ; if the wine be but.in the ciufter.
< if there be but faith in defire, Chrift faith, De.
" ftroy itnot; the l?leﬂing of Abrabiam is initzout
‘ of this little grain of muftard-feed heavem: will.
¢ grow ; in this fmoking flax there’s a divine
« fpark ; though the fmoke of doubts and tempta~
“ tions muffle it up in fecurity, it will break out
o at laft into flames of love and joy ; in infant be~
9 lievers aﬂ'grance 1S not to be expefted, becaufe

of their primordial weaknefs ;. and in well rown
:: believers it may be fufpended, becaufe of gG-od?s
“ infinite fovereignty in the difpenfing thereof as

he pleafeth *.” Excufe this longD quotation
I think it is a fine defcription of, and halds forth
great encourg:g{emex;f to a2 weak believer. It ap;
pears very evident from {cripture ;
the fubjeds of faith who yet walk x;hgiﬂ?:ég and
fee no light, and that they may have great faith.
t00, who are far from enjoying a comfortable fenfe
of intereft in the love and favour of Chrift Wit~
nefs the woman of Canaan and others.. ]

But now to attend to what it is i
no better qcﬁnition can be given of trxrt:ali:;)thtlgri
“ the belief of the truth 1.” He adds, probab]
this will at firft fight be thought a vers low a.nZl
defe&l\(e definitiont, I own 1 am ong of thofe
who think fo, and not only at firft fight, but on
after fight, after the moft clofe thought, an,d ferisus

enquiry,. and after the ftri i
oo fiaid.ron the fubje &i tricteft attention to all he

I think a forecited author’s definiti
X3 nit : te
:Sr : h“ Precious faith is a grace of ;}::riizl;célp?feitt,
whereby: the heart Jupernaturally iluratnated,

» o . .
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& doth fo believe the teftimony of God in the facred
¢ fcriptures, as ina way of truft or dependence to
“¢ refign and yield up itlelf unto Jefus Chrift as
¢ mediator, and in and through him unto God,
¢ according to his word *.” M. F. reprefents
faith as man’s 2& and duty, without any mentioh
of [apernatural illumitiation and affiftance. By
fupernatural illumination, I mean that which is
2bove nature in its beft eftate. I cannot exprefs
thy ideas better than in Mr. Polhill’s words, p. 11.
< It istan illuminatioh above nature fubjetively,
¢ and pot vhjetively only; it is a thing above
<« reafon, and all its improvements made upon ex-
‘¢ ternal objefts, God muft thine into the heart,
% there muft be light wpon light, fupecrnatural
% upon natural, or elfe there is no faith.”

Mzr. F. thinks his definition of faith as ¢ the
«§ belief of the truth’ muft be juft, becaqfe he fays
¢ it is the definition the Holy Ghoft himfelf has
<« givent,” 2 Thefl 2.13. Butremark how this
belief of the truth is conneted with the fan&ifica-
tion of the Spirit; only attend to the whole verfe.
<¢ But we are bound to give thanks alway to God
for you brethren, beloved of the Lord, becaufe God
hath from the beginning chofen you to-falvation,
through fanitification of the Spirit, and belief of the
trath”” Wow let me appeal to you, Sir, w{lcther
this does not carry in it the ideas juft mentioned,
the neceffity of a fupernatural and fpiritwal light,
in order for faith., What is this f’an&lﬁe.auon of
the fpirit, but a fpirituzl and fupernatural life com-
mumnitated to the foul, a fpiritual and fupernatural
light conveyed to the undenﬁax}émg, 2 Tpmtuz}l
and fupernatural bias wrought in the will, a fpi-
ritygel amd fupernatural turn given to the affe&ions.
in fhort, being created a-new in Chuift Jefus by

% Poli't Precivos Faith, £ + Posa.
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the powerful operations of the Holy Spirit ? Then,
and not before, will there be true and fpecial faith
in the foul. I am fully of Mr. Toplady’s mind,
‘¢ that if once the feeling or inward perception of
¢ God’s Spirit, as a convincer of fin, and of right-
‘¢ eoufnefs, and of fan&tification, were to be ex-
¢ cluded from faith, there would prefently be an
¢ end of all vital religian, and the power of god-
“ linefs, would take its flight from that day for-
¢ ward *,”

¢¢ It is,” fays Dr. Goodwin, ¢ from the Hol
¢¢ Ghott, the fpirit of Chrift given to us, and fo
¢ working above the power of nature, and in that
‘¢ refpect he is called the fpirit of wifdom and re-
¢ velation ; as alfo ellfewhere the fpirit of faith,
¢ 2 Cot. 4. 13.1.” But though the Door con..
{iders faith as aboye the power of nature, he does
not confider it as deftroying reafor, nejther do I.
He fays, (and I with this to be particularly obfery-
ed) <1 will only give you a caution, that I may
*“ not be mifunderflood ; for as this is a great
¢ truth, fo I would clear it from miftakes : the
t¢ light of faith doth not deftroy reafbn, but makes
¢ ufe of it, fubordinates reafon to itfelf, reftoreth,
¢ reflifres it, and then ufeth it; even as reafon
¢ makes ufe of fenfe, though the a&s of reafon, the
¢ thoughts of 2 man in a rational foul are clean
‘¢ differing to what he hath in the fenfitive foul,
¢¢ yet reafon makes ufe of fenfe; and thus the
¢¢ Holy Ghoft makes ufe of all the rational dif.
¢¢ courfes and defcriptions of Chrift in the word 3
¢ makes ufe of the letter of the ward, but by them
‘¢ conveys thofe {piritual thoughts of Chrift, which
¢ all that letter cannot hold forth to 2 man: and
¢ as I faid afore, if the angels fram heaven thould
*¢ comeand preach Jefus Chrift to us, thould, with

* Toplady’s Sermon on the Creed of Devils, p. 6g,
T Val, 2, of his works, p, 58,
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all their pencils, go and paint out what know-
ledge they have of Jefus Chrift, they could not
beget one fuch fight of Chrift in the heart, as the
Holy Ghoft doth when he comes to work faith;
and yet the apottle tells us it comes by hearing,
and in hearing ; 1he more rationally the preacher
difcourfeth out of the word, and lays open the
meaning thereof in a rational way, fo much the
better, becaufe it is fuited to the minds of men;
yet where the Holy Ghoft works faith, he con-
veys a light beyond all that reafon, though he
makes ufe of that reafon too : this word of God
hath an harmony of reafon in it, and if a man
would open a place of {cripture, he fthould do it
rationally, he thould go and confider the words
before, and the words after ; but yet fill if the
Holy Ghoft comes not with a further light than
al} this rational opening of the word affords, a
man will never believe, for faith is a fight
beyond it; the Holy Ghoft ufeth motives to
move you to holy duties, but then he comes
with 2 power joined with thofe motives beyond
the moral force of them ; he ufeth figns out of
your own hearts to comfort you, but he comes
with a light over and above thofe figns; for if
you fhould flick there, you would never have
comfort; fo he ufeth reafon; he deftroyeth it
not, but fubordinateth it * >

I am, refpe&tfully,
Your’s,

* Goodw. Works, vol. 4. part 2, p.7.





