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LETTE XIII.

Dgar Sir,

I Shall now proceed to a few general refle&ions
which are added :—And, fays Mr. F. if the-
foregoing principles be juft, then,

tft, ¢ The law of God, or the rule of man’s

“ obligation, is what the {criptures affirm exceeding
% broad *.”

And T hope the principles I have advanced don’t
contradict this affertion. Let them be for ever dif-
carded if they do. T believe the law to be exceeding
broad ; that 1t extends to thoughts, words and ac-
tiens ; that-it requires all moral perfe&ion ; that
it condemns eriginal as well as a&ual fin ; that it
requires univerfal, perpetual, and conftant obe-
dience to its precepts; and curfed is every ope
that continueth not in all things which are written
in the book of the law to do them. But don’t let
us make it broader than it is; broader than God
has made it. Don’t let us make it require that
which the Lord never meant it to require, which
man was not able to perform in innocence ; and
don’t let us make it curfe and condemn 2 poor
firner for the want of that which God never
granted, and never meant to grant him ; I mean
Ipecial faith in Chrift Jefus. This is ¢ acting with-
out warrant, this is behaving with cruelty to our
own [pecies, as it fubje@s them to a charge of
abundance of guilt, of which, God knows,
have enough in the breach of what he has en.
Joined,” as well as it is refle@ting on our wife, julk
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and good Creator, Preferver and bountiful Bene-
fator.

2. ¢ Then the depravity of man is very great*.”>

Here Mr. F. very wrongly fays, ¢ The contrary
¢¢ {uppofition makes the inability of man to be no
¢ part of his depravity, but altogetber innocent in
¢ jts nature.” But furely if we believe as we do,
that man’s inability is both mo'rql and natural., we
are far from making that inability altogether inno-
eent.  So far as man difcovers an averfion of beart
to all moral good, yea, fo far as there is an aver-
Jien to Chrift and divine things, fo far he is cri-
minal, for he ought not to defpife if he can’t em-
brace them: that utter averfion we maintain-as
fully as Mr. F. and {o equally believe the depra-
vit}; of human nature very great; and we cerg:a;cna-
ly lay man much lower than he does, who thinks,
if the averfion of the heart be but. removed, then
mzn has power to believe, and to perform e\{/’ery
fpiritual alt at once. We fay, that even {uppofiag
the averfion removed, man is fhll u.tter'ly unagale
of himfelf to believe with a {pecial faith in Chrift,
or to perform any fpiritual adt, without pov‘v‘er is
given him from God; and herein appears ¢ the
cxceeding greatnefs of his power to us-ward, V\;‘ho
believe, according to the working of his mig }tly
power.”” Here’s power required to remove the
averfion of heart ; power required to implant or
infufe a fpiritual principle, and power required
to draw forth that principle into altion ; for as
Chrift fays, ¢¢ without me ye can do nothing
But 2las, to lay man fo very low hurts huma?1
pride, the averfion of heart to this thews as nﬁc
29 any thing the depravity of human nature. ari
loves to hear what a noble creature he is ; and

fitox Mr. F. s principles tend greatly to gratify
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that pride with which human nature fo much a-
bounds.

3. ¢ Then the grace of God in our falvation
mutt be free, muft be greaf indeed *.”” It certainly
is, according to Mr. F.’s fentiments. But I ap-
peal to you, Sir, I leave it to your impartial judg-
ment, which reprefents the grace of God ms/? free
and moft great, Thofe who think when the aver-
fion of heart is removed the work is done, no more
need be performed to bring a finner to believe ;
or we who affert that not only the averfion of heart
is removed, but a zew principle, and new difpofi~
tions are given at regeneration ? which moft exalts
the grace of God, {uch who imagine the believer
is only reftored to what he was dt firft, to the en-
joyment of the fame principles and the fame life
he before had ; or thofe who think a poor finner,
when he becomes a new creature, becomes what he
never was, is poflefled of a principle, and enjoys a
life far fuperior to what even Adam poflefled in
paradifer  Surely, Sir, if the former be grace,
the latter muft be grace indeed ; yea,, it muft {hew
forth in a peguliar manner what the apoftle fre-
quently calls the exceeding riches of bis grace.

4+ ¢ Then there is free and full encouragement
¢¢ for any poor finner to come off from all his felf-
¢ confidence, and venture his foul upon the Lord
¢¢ Jefus Chrift for falvation1.”

But what kind of encouragement is there in fay-
ing; if you will you can believe; if you will you
can poflefs a {piritual principle ; if you wil/ you
can perform fpiritual a&s, ‘&c. for the cannot itlelf
confilts in a will not, fays Mr. F. || 1 fay what
kind of encouragement will this afford to'a poor
foul, who with the great apoftle is conftrained to
fay, ¢ To will is prefent with me; but how to
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perform that which is good I find not,” Rom. 7. 18,
I think very poor encouragement indeed : nay, [
think very great difcouragement, It isthe way to
make the hearts of thofe fad, whom God would
not have made fad,—and fttange kind of encou-
ragement, methinks, that muft be, to tell poor fin-
ners, that to believe with a fpecial faith in Chrifls
is their duty, a duty incumbent oh them all ;
thongh it is a blefling that s peculiar to and fhall
only be beftowed on the elet; yet, whether they
are elet or not, it is their duty, and they will be
condemned for not doing it. od does not mean
to give it to all, he has only defigned it for fome;
but that makes no difference, whether he mreans to
favour them with it or not, they ought to have it
and if they have it not, they fhall be damned for
the want of it. If this is all < the free and full
encouragement to poor finners” Mr. F. and thofe
of his ﬁ:rxtiments, have to hand forth to them, 1
think we may with propriety adopt Job’s words to
his friends,  miferable comforters are ye all.”

Fifthiy and laftly, ¢ Then calls, warnings, in-
‘¢ vitations, expoftulations, threatenings, and ex-
‘ hortations, even to the unregenerate, are per-
% fellly confiftent *.”

This erowns the whole, Now we are come to
the fum of the whole matter. At length we are
arrived at the grand caufe, occafion and intent of
this long treafife. It is to encourage general calls,
Invitation , and exhortations.—That finners ought
to be warned is what I don’t deny ; but then they
thould be both warned and taught, as the dpoftle
fays in all wifaom, Col. 1. 28.—That they thould
be told of their loft #ate and condition, warned of
the wrath to come, and the danger they are in of
it, is certainly incumbent on every minifter of
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Jefus Chrift, that fo they may be pure from the
blood of all men.—~That they thouid bz taught ¢he
only way of falvation, the importarce of bzing
found in Chrift, of being wathed in his blood,
cloathed with his righteoufnefs, and the neceffi-
ty of being born again, and of being fan&tified
by the Holy Spirit, is undoubtedly right, and they
are highly blameworthy who do not fo teach;
and that {inners fhould be exhorted to pray, read,
hear, and the like, and that conftantly and ferioufly,
isy T acknowledge, part of the minifterial work ;
but as to calls, invitations, and exhortations to
fpecial faith and fpiritual a&ts, appears furely, after
what has bgen faid, to be inconliftent with ferip-
ture and common fenfe.

Mr. F. feems to think fome have gone too far;
for he fays, ¢ It is not intended to vindicate all
¢¢ the language that has been addrefled to uncon-
¢¢ yerted {inners;” and then adds, °¢ though it be
¢¢ the duty of every maa to be perfeétly holy, yet
¢ it would be very ftrange for any one of us thus
¢¢ to addrefs another, Be perfeltly holy now this
¢ moment *.”> But if to be perfectly and fpiritu~
ally holy; if to believe with 2 fpecial faith in
Chrift ; if to perform fpiritual alls, be duties in~
cumbent on all ; furely, the fooner they are per-
formed the better. Why fhould Mr. F. objeét to
faying, Do thefe duties #ow, this moment, Town L
cannot fee the propriety of fuch an objedion. If
it is right to exhort at 2ll to thefe things, why not
exhort to do their duty immediately ? Sarely, if it
is not their duty now this moment, it is not their
duty atall : or may the finner, when thus exhorted
to thefe duties, be juftified in faying, < Go thy
¢ way for this time, when I have a convenient
¢ feafon I'll do them.”
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Mir. F. again fays, ¢ It cught to be confefled
’¢ too, that too many of thofe who have dealt in
¢ addrefles tu-unregenerate finners, have fudly neg-
¢ Je&ed tl:e very fpirit and glory of the gofpel.
¢«¢ In fuch addrefies, perhaps, it has been too com-
¢ mon likewife to go afide from the {criptural in-
¢¢ tent of them, and to dabble in Arminianifm *,”
I hope Mr. F. will attend to this obfervation. I
verily think it 2 juft one, and truly I cannot but
think Mr. F.’s prefent fentiments the high road to
Arminianifm ; by his own acknowledgment here
they tend that way.

Mr. F. tells us, that upon his principles, the
minifters of the gofpel may be faid to have their
work plain before them I; and fpeaks of fhackles
he felt himfelf incumbered with before the altera-
tion of his fentiments §. And again fays, ¢ many
¢¢ 2 worthy minifter, whofe principles have been
¢ unfriendly to addreffing finners, has felt him-
¢¢ felf perplexed with his fbackles in the prefence
¢ of a numerous auditory}.”” What is meant by
thefe fhackles, 1 pretend not to fay. But if truth
and confiftency be the fhackles referred to, the Lord
grant 1'may ever be thus fbackled.—1 am forry to
fee fuch an unbecoming fneer at thofe minifterswho
are cautions and afraid of falling into incon-
fiftencies, as well asat thofe people who take heed
what they hear ; his words are thefe, ¢ at other
<< times however the goodnefs of his heart has pre-
¢¢ yailed againft the badnefs of hisfyftem: he has.
< forgot his creed, burft his bonds, and (O un-
<¢ pardonable crime) addreffed himfelf to the con-
<« {ciences of his carnal auditors. For this fome
¢ of his critical hearers hath cenfured him, as legal
<« and inconfiftent, but God hath biefled it to the
< falvation of fouls+.” Should we not take
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heed howr and what we preach, and how and what
we hear ? Surely fuch condudl is laudable, except
inconfiftencies are right. But it feems as if a few
inconfiftencies were but trifles with Mr. F. if he
can but get rid of what he calls his fhackles. But
I own [ prefer being bound with the truzh. to abeing
Trsfed to advance irconfiffent things; 1 enjoy the
greateft liberty and fatisfuction in fuch bonds; I
walk moft at liberty, when I am bound by my
mafter’s precepts. The clofer I attend to his word,
the more I walk at large.

« Mr. F. fpeaks of a ¢ vaft fund of wir, fuch
¢ as it is, which has been exercifed in expofing to
¢ ridicule the practice of free addreffes to uncon-
« verted finners.  “The condu& of fuch minifters,
¢ (fays he) has been frequently compared to that
¢ of a man that thould call 1o the dead tec come
“ forth¥®;” and again he obferves, ¢ publications
¢ zbound in reprefenting the abfurdity of calling
¢ the blind to look, the deaf to hear, and the
« dead torife t.”” By this *“ wa? fund of wit,
“$ fuch as it is,” here {poken.of, I fuppofe Mr. F.
means to intimate it is wit without fenfe; for
which compliment, I think, in the name of my
brethren, I ought to thank him|l. However, be
the wit what it may, I confefs it does appear to

me
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I Whether any reference is had here to Mr. John Ryland, jun..
I will not fay ; but it is certain he ridicules ihefe addrefics in a very
farcaftical manner, and alcribes them 10 Aowinins, ‘T'hefeare his
wiords
¢ Arife ye dead,™ Arminixs cries,
“ Arife ys dead in fin;
 Unftop your ears, unclofe your eyes
% And a new life bagin:

¢ Why will ye die, ye wretched fouls ?™
{Ye dead) “ why will ye dic ?

 Quicken, and make yoar fpirits whole,.
« To lifezternal fly.”
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me that fuch addreffes as Mr. F. is an advocate
for, does appear equally abfurd, as for a man to
call to the dead to come forth ; for the apofile ex-
prefsly fays of the unregenerate, they are dead,
In reply to this it is afked, ¢ What'is it to be dead
““ in fin, butto be finfully dead?  What but to
be utterly void of all ‘defire after God, and
‘¢ heart to a& for him? And is there nothing
‘¢ criminal in that ¥ A juft anfwer to this is
given by Mr. Wayman. 1t was man’s fin to de-
¢t ftroy a moral life ; but it is not man’s fin that he
¢ bath not a fpiritual one. It is God’s eternal
‘¢ grace that gives life 1.”

As to calling the blind to look, and the deaf to
hear, Mr. T, fays ¢ ‘| he very language which we
*¢ have {o often heard and feen rnidiculed as if it
‘“ were the firft-born of abfurdities, /o ye blind,
“ and hear ye deaf, is no other than the language of
“’God himfelf.”” Ifa. 42. 18§. Dr. Gill fuffici-
ently anfwers this, *¢ The purport of the exhorta-
‘¢ tion is, that they would make ufe of their ex-
¢ ternal hearing and fight, which they had, that
they might atttain to a fpiritual hearing and un-
derftanding of divine things: for faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God,
Rom. 10. 17. To hear the gofpel preached, and
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(As Baal’s worfhippers of qld,
Regg’d, pray'd, and ery’d alond,

Cutting their bodies, as we zre told,
To move a fancied God,)

Before the idol, man, he'li fall,
And pompoufly declare,

Tho' flightly damag’d by the fall,
How great his powers are.

“ Rife, noble creature, man, arife,
¢ And make yourfelf alive ;

< Prepare yourfelf to mount the fkies,
¢ For endlefs glory firive.”

Serious Effays, p. 104,
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:“ tc; léok into the fcriptures and read the woRD
“ z (;d, are the means of attaiming light ana
o nowledge in fpiritual things; and thefe ar@

within the compafs of natural men, who are in-
¢ ternally deaf and blind 1.” ’

Mr. F. feems to avail himfelf of the numbers
he has on his fide, and of their great fuccefs in
::‘om'erﬁon. ¢¢ I believe (fays he) that in almoft all

the remarkable feafons of converfion that we

have ever known or heard of, thefe have
been the means that have been generally ufed
If we look at the great works which God hat‘;
wrought by Luther, Calvin, Latimer Kno:;
Bun{var;_, Llliot, Edwards, Rrainerd, 'l,‘ennent’
}Vh:te.neld, and numberle(s others of our re:
formation champions, we fhall find they all
went forth in the ufe of thefe weapons.” yBut
whag are nuinbers, what has fucces to do in the
proving the truth of areligion or do&trine? Does
Luther§ fuccefs prove confubftantiation a truth?
qus Calvin’s  fuccefs prove infant baptifm a
fcripture ordinance { Does Buhyan’s fuccefs prove
open communion right ?—But | cannot metgin;c;
better an.fwer Mr. ¥. on this head, that by citinz
a quetation Dr. Stennet makes in a latg ul:la?'b
cation, from Archbifhop Tillotfon. Suppofepl f;::
with the Archbifhop, ¢ we were by much thj
¢ fewer, fohath the true church of God often bee ;

without any the leaft prejudice to the truth 2%
'the1r~re!1g!or,1. What think we of the church
In Abra:am’s time, which, for ousht we know
was confined to one family, and one fmall kino’
dnfn, that of Melchifedec, king of Sale S
What think we of it in Mofes’s time wh;r[? it
was confined to one people wander,inc in P
wildernefs ? What of it in Elijzh’s time? whe;;:

[ {3
¢
[44
(44
[ 44
£¢
(23
(14

<<
(44
(14
(43
(419

£¢

(41

[43

1 Expofi. on Ifa. 42. 18,

[ o4 7T

pofides the two tribes that worfhipped at Jeru-

salem, there were in the other ten but 7000

that had not bowed the knee to Baal ? What in

our Saviour’s time, when the whole Chriftian

church confifted of twelve apoftles and feventy
¢ difciples, and fome few followers befide ? How
« would Bellarmine have defpifed this little flock,
¢¢ becaufe it wanted one of his goodlieft marks of
¢ the true church, univerfality and fplendour ?
«¢ and what think we of the Chriftian church in
«¢ the height of Arianifm and Pelagianifm, when
<« a great part of Chriftendom was over-run with
<¢ errors, and the number of the orthodox was in-
¢ confiderable in comparifon with hereticks ? But
«¢ what need 1 urge thefe inftances? as if the
¢t truth of a religion were to be eftimated and
¢ carried by the major votes : which, as it can be
« an argument to none but fools, fo I dare fay
¢¢ no honeft and wife man ever made ufe of it for
< 2 folid proof of the truth and goodnefs of any
« church or religion. If multitude be an argu-
¢¢ ment that men are in the right, in vain then
¢ hath feripture faid, Thou fhalt not follow
¢¢ 3 multitude to do evil ; for if this argument be
« of any force, the greater pumber never do
« wrong *.”

As to the diftin@ion between natural and moral
ability, with which Mr. F. clofes his treatife, I
pafs unnoticed, as I have already in my letiers
given you my fentiments plainly on that head,~—
T now clofe, exprefing a wifh that neither you
nor 1 may be carried away from the truth, how-
ever popular error may be. The fentimeat ad-
vanced in this piece I think a great error, as it 1s
big with abfurdity, inconfiftent with the particu-

® Stennet’s anfwer to Addington’s Chriftian reafons for baptizing
Infants, 2. part, p. 271
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lar and glorious dotrines of grace, tends too mucH
to exalt human nature, leads to Arminiani{in, deats
out cruelty to our poor fellow finners; is diftrer
fing to faints, and difhonouring to God, as it na-
turally leads men to caft the moft unworthy re-
fle@ions on his conduét, Thefe things I have at-
tempted to prove, and thall now conclude in the
words of the apoftle, ¢ Now our Lord Jefus Chrift
<« himfelf, and God even our Father which hath
¢¢ Joved us, and hath given us everlafting confo-
¢ lation and good hope through grace, comfort
< your heart and fablifp you in every good word
*¢ and work.

I remain
Yours.

FINTIS



