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P R E F A C E

R. Thomas Goodwin, in his addrefs to ths

reader, annexed to his difcourfe on the truc
nature of the gofpel, obferves, ¢ It concerns eve-
« ry minifter of the gofpel to put a flop to any
¢ opinion which hath the leaflt tendency to Armi-
« pianifm. We are not as idle fpe&tators, to
¢ ftand by with patience to fee the truths of the
¢t gofpel either openly invaded, or fecretly fup-
¢ planted, but as long as we are able to frame 2
¢ thougnt, or hoid a pen, itis our duty to nake
« a vigorous oppofition.” This confideration,
together with the prefling folicitations of fome in-
timate friends, have been the occafion of thefc
letters being prefented to the publick.

That Mr. Fuller’s fentiments, which lead to
general calls, invitations, and exhortations, have
led fome afide from the truth, is what he himfelf
feems tacitly to acknowledge, when he fays, ¢ It
‘¢ ought to be confefled too, that too many of thol=
““who have dealt in addrefles to unregenerate
“ finners, have fadly negleted the very fpirit and
¢ glory of the gofpel. In fuch addreffes perhaps
¢ it has been too common likewife to go afide
“¢ from the fcriptural intent of them, and to dab-
¢ blein Arminianifm*.” Now [ with ever to hold,
vindicate and propagate, that which has not the
leaft tendency to lead perfons aftray from the fpi-

-
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rit and glory of the gofpel, and which has the

bl

grea =& tendency to carry entirely off from Armi-
niafm, yea, even from fo much as dabbling in it.

1 am forry to find what is advanced in Mr. I'.’s
sreatife feems to gain fo much ground, as it ap-
pears to me to be oppofite to feripture and experi-
ence, znd tends to overthrow the diftinguithing
and glorious dodtrines of the gofpel, which he him-
feif exprefies a regard for. Yet 1 wonder not at
irs prevailing, as it is exceedingly pleafing to hu-
12 nature to be informed of its dignity, and very
eratifying to proud man to be told he can believe
'€ he will, for ¢ the cannot confifts in a will
s« not,” fays Mr. F. *. It is too humbling, too
degrading, to tell a finner he has neither will
nor power to believe. Thofe who maintain his
watural ability will be {ure to pleafe the ear of men
in general, and fo gain whatis much fought after
in the prefent day, Pspularity.

1 underftand it has been fuid by fome {lrenuous
advecates for Mr. F. and his fentiments, that his
hook is unanfwerable. To fuch I expect to ap-
pear contermptible, but that T muft bear as well zs
T can.  Whether | have anfwered it or not, I can-
not be of their opinion. I think Mr. F.’s do&trine
has been confuted long ago, by Brine, Wayman,
and others. who have written dire@ly on the
fubject.  And 1 think there are erlons even
in this day of error, who, did they think it worth
their while, could cafily fet afide Mr. F.’s reafon-
ing, fpecious as it may appear to many. If I have
not anfivered, 1 {till am fatisfied that I have at-
tempted to anfwwer.  If I am not able (and T freely
confefs I am not) to defend the truth as it deferves
to be defended, and as many others are able to de-
fend it, vet I think it my duty to doitas well as
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I can, and am encouraged from this coniideration
that, ¢ if there be firdt a willing mind tisac-
¢« cepted according to that a man hatii, znd aot
¢ gccording to that he hath not.”

There are thofe who, warmly efponfing Mr.
F.s caufe, have been pleafcd to fay, they hope
his book will cure fome of their Gilij. and
Brinifm. To fuch I begleave to fay, Iam athamed
of their contemptucus manner of fpeaking of thofe
great and good men, Gill and Brine, whofc cha-
Pacters and works ought ever to be revered and
efteemed by zll who call themfelves Chriftians.
Great and michty men in Ifracl fell when they
£y and few, very few, of their piety, eminency
and ufefulnefsare left behind. They were fet for
the defence of the -gofpcly and they defended it
well.  Yes, God made each of them ¢ a defenced
< ¢ity, an iron pillar, and a brazen wall,” againft
the adverfaries of truth; and they flood firm to
the laft. O that thoufands more were raifed up
Yike them. 1 truft there are fome yet remaining,
who are too bad of the difeafe of Gillifm and Brin-
ifm (if it be a difeafe) to be cured ; and I wifh
the perfons alluded to may live and die as wor-
thy as thofe men whofe gofpel principles they
feem to defpife.

The Critic’s cenfure I expet not to efcape, and
indecd [ am fenfible my performance will not bear
the Critic’s eve.  All T can fay on thishead is, I
wrotc not cven with an attemipt to pleafe him.
My view is, I hope, the glory of God, the exalt-
ing the riches of free grace in the finner’s falva-
tion, and the eftablithing plain Chriftians in the
truth. I have therefore only given a plain ferip-
tural account of things, and have contented
felf with appealing to common fenfe, without
much reafoning on the fubjelts treated of. And
have, in order to confirm my ideas, made use of
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PRETFACE

~variety of quotations from different authors well

Frown by Chriftians in common. It may per-
s be thought there are too many of thefe: butin
this I have only trodden in the footfteps of Mr. F.
himfelf, who takes up feveral pages in citations
from the works of others. I meant therefore, left

any fhould think I ftood alone, to fhew that I
have as great and good human authorities on my
Though after all, the Bible

fide as he has on his. .
alone 1 wifh to make the rule of my faith’ and

1 would call no man—Mafter on earth,
ledge one mafter even Chrift.

hep

practice.
but acknow
1 hope the reader will not have reafon to find
fault with the fpirit and temper in which thefe
letters are written. I have endeavoured to write
calmly and coolly, without warmth and heat,
though I confefs [ found myfelf confiderably hurt
at fome infinuations thrown out by Mr. F. againft
thofe who differ from him, and at his reprefenting
to the world, thofe confequences as following
their dorine which do not follow ; what I refer
to, the reader will find noticed ‘hereafter.

The whole 1 defire to leave in the hands of
God, intreating (if it be his pleafure) a blefling
may accompany it, that’it may anfwer the purpo-
fes defigned. 'And fhould the candid reader on
the perufal receive any profit, let him give the
clory to God, to whom it will be-alone due.
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LETTER L

Dear Sir,

H E Treatife you mentioned in a late con=-

verfation, I have fince feen. It is intitled
¢ The Gofpel of Chrift worthy of all Accepta-~
¢¢ tion, or the Obligations of Men fully to cre-
‘¢ dit, and cordially to approve whatever God
““ makes known ; wherein is confidered the Na-
¢¢ ture of Faith in Chrift, and the Duty of thofe
¢ where the Gofpel comes in that Matter. By
¢ Andrew Fuller.”

I have read it deliberately, and paid particular
attention to the feveral remarks therein, concern-
ing Faith,asa duty incumbent on all wherever the
Gofpel comes, What I have to {ay upon it is
this : In my opinion his reafoning is not juft, his
arguments are by no means conclufive, and I am
forry fuch a publication as this is fent forth into
the world. I 2m concerned for #ruth, and for
the peace of Jerufalem ; and cannot help thinking
thlg Treatife an attack on the former, and as
having a great tendency to interrupt the latter.

I am furprifed at Mr, F.’s affertion in the pre-
face, p. 8. < It might be fafely afirmed, that if
‘¢ the doltrines of grace are in danger, it is not
“ from the principles here mazintained, but from
¢ their oppofites.” I doubt not, but this fafe af-
fimation, may.be clearly proved a falfe pofition.

B Mr,

[ 2]

Mr., F. ¢verily believes the caufe in which he
¢¢ here engages is in the main, the caufe of God
¢ and Truth *.” I differ very much in opinion,
for, 1 view it as the caufe of man and error. I
verily believe it is fubverfive of the faith, and op-
pofite to reafon and feripture.  To fay that fpecial
faith, the faith of God’s ele&t, which is a new co-
venant bleffing, the peculiar gift of God to his
chofen, is 2 requirement of the law, and the duty
of the non-elect, appears to me ftrange, incon-
fiftent, and untrue.

The author of this Treatife, it feems, expected
fome one would call his affertions miftakes, and
therefore he thus fpeaks, ¢¢ Let him however, not
¢ barely call them miftakes, but prove them fo,
¢ by folid, feriptural evidence +.”” This is what
I fhall attempt to do.

But before I proceed to the body of his book, I
have a further remark or two to make on the pre-
face: And firft, Mr. F. fets out with telling the
world ¢¢ he had formerly entertained different fen-
¢ timents §.” How far different he does not fay,
I hope the ftages and revolutions of Mr. F.’s faith
will not be fo various and differentas Dr. Prieftly’s,
who frankly acknowledges in the early period of
his life, he was a Calvinift of the ftriCteft fe&, at
the age of twenty he commenced an Arian, and
continued in that perfuafion till he was about five
or fix-and-thirty, when he again changed his opi-
nion, and became a Socirian §. I perceive he is
of different fentiments from that gentleman at pre-
fent, and I truft the Lord will preferve him for
ever from Socinian delufion. It is geod that the
heart be eftablifthed with grace.

Thereafon of Mr. F.’s publithing his alteration
of fentiments, was, it feems, becaufe ¢¢ he wrote

*P.6 +P.xx. TP.1. § Letters to Dr, Horfleye
¢¢ his
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<t his thouzhts out, lent the MS. to feveral mi-
s¢ nifters and other perfons, the greater part of
<« whom requcfted him to print ||.” "Tis pity he
did not keep his thoughts to himfelf ; be knew this
point had been difcufled years ago; and it has been
to the joy of thoufands of God’s children that the
controver{y has been laid afide, as it only tended
to create animofity, ruffle the {pirits of good men,
and caufe divifions in the church of Chrift. Mr.
F. himfelf acknowledges he ¢ has been fomatimes
< ready to weep, from an expe&ation of hard
< thoughts, and perhaps hard words from feveral
¢ of thofe with whom he could rejoice to fpend
¢ his days in cordial friendfhip *.”” If this was his
expeftation, why did he write? why did he pyb-
lith? why fhould he trouble Ifrael, why make the
hearts of the righteous fad ? why take fuch a me-
thod as tends to excite hard thoughts, and to drass
out hard words from his friends? In anfwer to
this, it is faid ¢ the caufe in which I engage is the
¢ caufe of truth and righteoufnefs +.” But that
with me remains to be proved. 'What is here writ-
ten in defence of this caufe, fo far from convincing
me of the juftnefs of this declaration, it has been
the means of more fully eftablithing me in the be-
lief of the erroneoufnefs and unrighteoufnefs of it.
It has led me to think of the fubjeét more than
ever, and the more I think of it, the lefs I am in-
clined to embrace the fentiment; my reafons I
thall hereafter give.

Mr. F. affects to write with candour, and in-
deed in the general there is an appearance of it, I
wifh this had appeared throughout. But I am
forry to fay I now and then perceive him affume
an air of importance, not altogether becoming ;
here and there a refletion is fcattered on thofe who
differ from him, which is not very decent; and L.

§ Pzef. p. 6. ® Pref, p. 6. 1 P.6
B2 wifh
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wifh T was not obliged to contradi& an affertion
in pref. p. 11. ““1 hope I need not add there is no-~
< thing perfonal in what is written.” 1 think there
is in p. 1I. of thc book, where, after be hasg}vcn
his definition of faith, he adds, ¢ ’tis poﬁib]e_ fome
¢¢ may pronounce upon it with an air of pofitivitys
<¢ this is no more than a man may have, and go to
<¢ hell notwithftanding.” This 1 confider as a
perfonal attack on that excellent and judicious
man, Mr. Brine, whofe works praife him in the
pates, for thefe are his words 1, though Mr. F. has
artfully concealed from whence he quoted them.

In anfwer to fome who might fuggeft, it was
hardly liberal to animadvert on the writings of
thofe who are incapable of anfwering, Mr. F. re-
plies, ¢ had there been any other writers on the
< fubje, but thofe of that defcription, that part
«¢ had been omitted ; befides, though authors are
¢ mortal, their publications are in a fenfe immor-
« tal §.”” True, but then furely fuch animad-
verfions ought to be particularly candid, and free
from perfonal refleGtion. But the attack juft men-
tioned is far from being fo.

Befides this, there is 2 moft unworthy refle&tion
(at leaft it appears fo to me) caft on thofe who dif-
fer from Mr. F.’s fentiments cencerning faith.
After attacking the Arminians, he adds, othegs,
< that err as much on the oppofite {ide, feem wil-
«¢ ling that God fhould have all the praife for the
¢ good; but then they are determined as well, he
« fhall have all the blame for the bad, for they
« will have none of it §.”> 'The perfons here al-
Tuded to, I conceive to be thofe who with me think
the reafon why many believe not, ts, becaufe they
are not predcf{inated to eternal life, for as many as
are fo do believe, A&ts 10. 48. and our Lord gives

1 Mot. toL.and U. p,28,  § Prefipasre  fP. 70
this
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¢his as a reafon of unbelief, in John r0. 26. Ye

believe not, becaufe ye are not of my fheep, and

becaufe this is our fentiment we are here charged

with 2laming God. This is illiberal ; we believe

the Lord difpenfes the bleffings of his grace, and

faith amongit the reft, according to his fovercign

good will and pleafure, that he is the abfolute pro-

prietor of his own grace; that he gives it when,
and where, and to whom he pleafes; but are we

to be confidered as blaming God for not beftowing
thefe bleflings on all? we difdain the thought.

There were, it fcems, in the Apoftle’s days, fome
who drew fuch an unjuft conclufion from his doc-
trine, which made him with carncftnefs reply te
the adverfary, ¢ Is there unrighteoufnefs with
«« God ! God forbid.”” No, inftead of blaming God
for not beftowing fpecial faith on all, we adore
his fovereignty, and admire his grace in beftowing
it on any. Were I difpofed to return the attack, [
might afk, who cafts the moft blame on God, Mr.
F. who afferts, it is the duty of al} men to believe
with a fpecial faith, with that faith which is pecu~
liar to the eleft, which is out of their power to
obtain, and the want of it is the caufe of damna-
tion ; or we who believe that becaufe this faith is
a ncw covenant blefling, peculiar to the eledt,
none will be condemned by God for the want of
it? But I forbear, as I am perfuaded Mr. F. docs
not by any means intend to caft any blame on the
Divine Being, however his fentiment may appear
to carry that init. I fhould have been glad if he
had fpared this inve&tive.

After what I afferted at the beginning, I cannot
be ranked in that clafs of people referred to in the
laft page of the preface. ¢ Astoothers, who think
¢ they know enough already, and that every op-
<¢ pofition to their fentiments muft of courfe be

s fubverfive of the faith, thefe will probably be
R »

¢ foarward
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:: forward to pafs fentence without condelcendinig
iy t(})l give it a reading :” and adds, ¢ concerning
) };\ efe I only fay, as fuch kind of fentences zre no
: .S‘nour to 2 caufe when given in its favour, fo
)y nhqther are they any difhonour when given on
the contrary.” A home ftroke to thofe who will
not cc‘mdefccnd to read Mr. F.’s book. But fup-
plo{'e there are ljorne perfons, who chooft to keep
clofe to their bibles, and will have nothinz to do
with controverfial writings, and therefore do not
{‘ee meet to lay out eighteen pence for Mr. F.’s
ook ; they are fully fatisfied with the fcriptural
?gcgunt of fpecial faith ; they fee it is the gift of
h,.o- s an_d nota dqu; they have a humbleand good
ope this blefling is beftowed on them; they Dgive
:;é(j:r;(}:]e of it in t}}eir lives and converfation, and
plor lf grace which has thus diftinguithed them
rom others. ‘They perhaps have equal penetra-
tion into the fcriptures with Mr. F. and think, af-
:ler‘fenoqs enquiry, clofe examination, and ma’ture
cliberation, that this do@rine of faith is of man
and {ubverfive of the true faith. May not they fa ’
fo, although they have not read, and do not t'hinl)c,
.prop,er to read what Mr. F. has faid on the fub-
Ject? I think they may, withoat juftly incurrin
the charaller of thinking they know enough 21%

ready, and of being fu
ch whofe wo
worth attending to.o rds are not

I'am glad Mr. F. has explained what he m

e
by tht? term ¢ faving faith,e’ which fo often z::!f
curs in his Treatife. I know it is a common
phrafe, bgt I own, I am not fond of it, becaufe
as dDr. Gill obferves, ¢ it feems to derogate and
o e;ra& from the glory of Chrif},. who is the
« only Saviour, and to-carry off the mind from the
object of faith to the a& of it *.”” But as Mr.

* Gill’s Serm, and Traéts, v. K. p. 74.
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F. fays, ‘“whenever I ufe theterm faving, asapplied
¢ to faith, I do not mean that faith is the coufe
¢¢ of falvation, but barely what accompanies it.”
1 fhall fay no more on that head.

Thus, Sir, in the general you have my ideas of
this late publication. In my next letter 1 intend
to inform you wherein I difter, and why I differ
from the author of it. Shall now only add, I
know what is there advanced is too much the doc~
trine of the day, and he who oppofes, muft not
expeét the popular cry of Hear him, hear him. Be
that as it may, ther{,ord grant you and I may
be rooted and built up in Chrift, and ftablifhed in
the faith, abounding therein with thankfgiving,
and beware left any man {poil us through philofo-
phy and vain deceit, after the traditions of men,
and not after Chrift,

I remain

Yours,

B 4 L E F-





