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LETTER IV.

Dzear Siw,

IDid intend in this letter to point
out the importance of Faith in
Chrift, taking the reafonablenefs of
it for granted. But as you part cu-
lhrlyrdeﬁreme‘toconﬁdexitsREASON-
ABLENESS, younwillfhall belaw. I
know you are well eftablifhed in the
grounds of the Chriftian faith, and
therefore cannot afk for your own
fatisfadtion.  But as it is theduty of
a Chriftian to be able to give a reafon
of the hope that is in him, to cvery ope
that afketh it of him*, it would be
wrong to refufe the requeft of a
friend.

By

# 1 Peter, iii. 15.
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By faith in Chrift, I mean faith in
the teftimony of Chrift, or a full
perfuafion of the truth of what he
taught, properly underftood and ful-
ly realized in the mind ; the reafon-
ablenefs of which arifes from the
firength of the evidence.

Jefus Chrift taught that he was
the Meffiah* The evidence of
this we fhall firft confider, as it lies
at the foundation of the whole fu-
perftruture of evangelical truth. If
we can prove this fundamental doc-
trine, other do&rines muft be ad-
mitted as neceffary confequences.

Have we then evidence fufficient
to prove that Jefus Chrift is the
Meffiah?

# John jv. 26,
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Meffiah? This fhort queftion fully
ftates the fubjeét we are now to con-
fider. But it is too copious for a
letter; I fhall therefore give youonly
a faint fketch.

Before I enter on the pofitive
proof, permit me to make two or
three preliminary obfervations.

About the time of the birth of
Chrift, the Mefliah was expeéted.
This is intimated in many parts of
the New Teftament*. The fre-
quent infurrections of the Jews at
that period, under impoftors who
pretended to be the Meffiah, are a
proof that the Mefliah was common-
ly expeQled. The Jews, dazzled by

L the

* Luke ii. 25, 26.—iil. 15.—xix. 11.

John i, 19.—25.—=vi, 14e—X. 25. A
xvi, 7.
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the falfe glare of worldly grandeur,
looked for a temporal deliverer, in
confequence of the fublime imagery
which the prophets ufed, in the true
ftyle of eaftern poetry, to defcribe
the perfon and kingdom of our Lord.
The Samaritans likewife expeéted
the appearance of Chrift, and they
apprehended he would be a prophet
as well as a king®. It appears from
Jome remarkable paflages in Jofe-
phus, Philo, Tacitus, Suetonius, and
other ancient hiftorians, that there
was an expeflation even in tne
heathen world, that the defire of all
nationsfwasabout toappear;towhich
many f{uppofe there is reference in
Virgil’s fourth Eclogue, on account
of the fimilarity, in feveral ftriking
particulars, between the defcriptions

in

* Johniv.25 29 42.  + Hag ii. 7.
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in the Pollio, and thofe of the pro-
phets, when they reprefent the glo-
tious reign of the Meffiah,

The expeltation of Chrift at the
time he really appeared was rational,
becaufe well founded. It refted en-
tirely with God whether he would
fend a2 Saviour at all or not; and
therefore his pofitive will can only
be known, with certainty, by an ex-
prefs revelation. The time likewife
of the Saviour’s advent depended
upon the fovereign pleafure of Jeho-
vah; and on this account there could
be no reafonable expellation of the
Meffiah at one period any more than
another, unlefs God had condefcend-
ed to point out the particular time,
which we find from the holy fcrip-
tures he was pleafed to do, The firft

E 2 promife
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promife of the Redcemer was made
in Paradife, {oon after the fall cf our
firft parcnts, and was conveyed in
general terms. The {ced of the
woman fhall bruife the ferpent’s
head*. This promife was repeated,
with the addition of particular cir-
cumftances, to Abraham, Ifaac, and
Jacob. To Abraham God faid, Ir
thee and in thy [eed fhall all the nations
of the earth le bleffedt—and in Ifaac
Shall thy feed be calledZ.  Of the chil-
dren of Ifaac, Jacob was eleGed to
be the anceftor of Chrift, according
to the fleth, Hence it is written,
Facob have I loved, and Efan have |
hated§. Under a propketic influence,
Jacob on his dying bed foreto'd
that the Shiloh fhould be of Judah’s

line,

* Gea.iil. 15. 1+ 'Gen. xxii.18. 1 Gen
xxiv 12, § M iz, 3. Rem.ix, 1z,

LETTER 1IV. g3

line, and that the [ecptre fhould not de-
part from Fudah, nor a lawgiver from
between his feet until he came*.  Af-
terward, at fundry times and in di-
vers manners, God {pake unto the
fathers by the prophets, who fore-
told the coming of Chrift, the glory
of his kingdom, and the period of
bis advent. Divine truth, like the
rifing light of day, gradually dif-
played its cheerful beams, as the
aufpicious era of the birth of Chrift
approached, when the {un of righte-
oufnefs thone forth, and a flood of
light broke in upon the benighted
world.  Several of the prophets
pointed out the time in which the
illuftrious Saviour was to make his
appearance; and upon their prophe-
cies the Jews built their expeitation.

E 3 And

* Gen, xlix, 10.
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And perhapsthe fame expe&tation was
excited in th: Gentile world, by the
Greek tranflations of the Old Tefta-

ment,

The Mefliah muft be come, whe-
ther Chrit be the Meffiah or not.
This is my third obfervation, which
I ground upon ancient prophecy in
conneclion with important fads. It
is a fact that the Jewifh {ceptre is
departed, and that the lawgiver of
Judah is no more; confequently the
Shiloh muft be come* It is certain
that the feventy-two weeks, from
the going forth of the command-
ment, to reftore and to build Jeru-
falem, are expired; and therefore
the Mefiiah is come, and has been

cut

* Gen, xlix, 10.
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cut off for the tranfgreffion of his
people*, The templeat Jerufalem,
built by Zerubbabel, was to be ho-
noured by the perfonal miniftry of
Chrift : but this temple was deftroy-
ed when Titus Vefpafian, the Ro-
man emperor, took the city; con-
fequently the Defire of all nations is
comet. The Roman empire has
long fince fallen, and therefore the
God of heaven has erefted his {pi-
ntual kingdom.

As it appears, from the remarks
joft made, that the Mefliah muft be
come, we will proceed briefly to
point out fome of the pofitive evi-
dences there are, that Jefus Chrift is
the Mefliah, the Shiloh, the Defire

E 4 of

* Dan.ix. 24. 1 Hag.ii. 6.&c. f Dan.
il 44
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of all nations, the Saviour of the
world.

He not only came in the fulnefs of
time, the time foretold in ancient
prophecy, but in other refpedls an-
fwered to the predi®ions of the
Meffiah, refpedling his birth, life,
miniftry, miracles, death, refurrec-
tion, and afcenfion. Compare the
prophecies of the OId Teftament
with the hiftory of the New, and
you will perceive that they are in
perfe& harmony.

The miracles which Chrift per-
formed prove the divinity of his
miffion. Hereby Nicodemus, a man
of confiderable eminence, and pro-
bably a member of the grand Jewifh
Sanhedrim, was convinced that Jefus

came
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came from God*. The miracles of
Chrift were real, and not the effe&
of delufive art. They were of va-
rious kinds. The roaring billows
obeyed his voice ; difeafes flew at
his command; and devils fubmitted
to his authority. He reftored im-
paired reafon, decayed health, loft
fenfes, maimed limbs, fallen virtue,
and departed life. His miracles
were not done in fecret orly, but
moft rimes in the prefence of many
witnefles. ‘They were not wrought
feldom, but frequent. They were
not oftentatious difplays of pewer,
but the effects of the pureft benevo-
lence. They were fenfible demon-
ftrations of his divine miffion to thofe
who faw them performed; and on
their teflimony we may fafely rely.

The

* Johniii. 1.
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The charaéter of Chrift is itfelf a
proof that he was the Meffiah. He
was too wife to be deceived himfelf,
and too good to deceive others.

Could he, whoat twelve years of age

difputed with learned rabbies—he
who faw Nathaniel under the fig-
tree—he who knew that money was
in the fith’s mouth—he, who con-
founded the wifeft cavillers of the
age by his learned queftions—he, to
whom the heart of man was unveil~
ed, and hell itfelf without a cover-
ing—could he be deceived? Impof-
fible!—and equally impoffible is it
that he fhould deceive others. He
had no felfith ends to anfwer; no
pride to gratify; or he might have
been made a king, inftead of being
treated with contempt. No covet-
oufnefs to indulge; or he might have

enjoyed
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enjoyed the riches of the world in
the greateft abundance, inftead of
being without a place where to lay
his head. He had no evil paflions
o fatiate, as every impoftor has.
His whole life was free from every
finful ftain, and filled up with acls
of piety to God, and benevolence to
man. His very enemies acquit him
of all guilt. Judas, who betrayed
him, wasone of his twelve apoftles;
aad if Chrift had been an impoftor,
or in any refpect difhoneft, Judas,
from his long intimacy with him,
muft have known it: but that he had
no fuch idea is abundantly evident
from his own language and con-
du@*. Pilate, the procurator of
Judea, a civil officer under the Ro-
man emperor, who through fear

condemned

* Matet, xxvil. 3, 4.
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condemned Chrift to be crucified,
was convinced in his own con{tience
that he was a juft perfon . One of
the two thieves, who at firt re-
viled him, afterward acknowledged
his faith in the diviniry of Chritt’s
miificn, and prayed to be remem-
bered by him when he entered his
kingdom+,

Jefus Chrift was not only holy
bimfelf ; but he fought ro make others
holy, by his precepts, example, pa-
rables, miracles, and death. He
never countenanced vice in any,
nor did he fuffer the faults of his
difciples to pafs without reproof.

The prophecies of Chrift furnith
us with an argument in proof of his
being

* Mati, xxvil. 24. + Luke xxiil. 41, 42,
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being the Meifiah. Future events
are known only to God. The mind
of every creaturc is finite, and can-
not poficf{s that perfe&t knowledge
of matter and {pirit, which is necel-
fary to enable it to afcertain, with
certainty, what events will take place
hereafter. This is one of the grand
peculiarities of deity. Hence Jeho-
vah calls upon the falfe gods of the
heathens to make known future
events to prove their divinity*. A
veil, through which we cannot pe-
netrate, hides things future from the
view of mortals; but to the view
of Chrift futurity was unveiled. He
foretold the treachery of Judas—the
fall of Peter—his own death and re-
furre(tion——the perfecution of his
difciples—the deftruttion of Jerufa-

lem—

* Ifa. xli, 22, 23.
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lem—the {pread of the gofpel—and
many other events: all which ex-
ally came to pafs, and fo verified
the truth of the predidiions.

The circumftances attending the
death of Chrift are worthy of our at-
tention. There was darknefs over
all the land from the fixth to the
aninth hour ; that is, according to our
way of reckoning, from twelve at
noon to three in the afternocn, This
was occafioned by a fupernatural
eclipfe; ¢ a dread eclipfe, wirhout
¢ oppofing f{pheres from the Crea-
¢ tor’s frown.” As Chrift was cruci-
fied at the Jewith paffover, when the
moon was near her full, there could
be no natural eclipfe of the fun,
This uncommon event confounded
philofophy. When Jefus yielded up

his
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his {pirit, the vail of the temple was
rent into two parts from the top to
the bottom, the earth quaked, the
rocks rent, and the graves opened.
Thefe phenomena ftruck fuch terror
and conviction into the minds of the
centurion, and thofe who were with
him, as forced them to exclaim,
Truly, this was the Son ¢f God*.

The refurre&icn of Chrift is ano-
ther ftrong pillar, on which the truth
of Chriftianity is fupported. The
circumftances attending his refur-
re@tion were very extracrdinaryts;
and the fa&t itfelf, that he did rife,
comes recommended by the firong-
eft evidence. After Jefus rofe from
the dead he appeared publick-
ly to many. Above five hundred

faw

* Matt. xxvii. 45—355. 1+ Matt. xxviii. z.
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faw him at one time*. That {o many
were impofed on, is a circumftance
by no means credible, asit required
no metaphyfical acumen, no difplay
of genius, to afcertain the certainty
of fo plain a fa&t, for the truth of
which they had the evidence of
fenfe. Many witnefies of his refur-
retion converfed freely with their
rifen Lord, and frequently ate and
drank with him, during the forty
days he abode on earth before he
afcended to heaven. The incredu-
lity of Thomas, one of the twelve
apoftles, ferves to ftrengthen our
faith, as it proves that the difciples
of our Lord were not fuch weak and
credulous perfons, as are liable to be
impofed on by every artful tale,
which the crafty may invent. Tho-
mas would not believe but upon the

fulleft

* 1 Cor, xv. 6.
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fulleft evidence ; this he obtained to
his perfet fatisfa&tion, and then ac-
knowledged Chrift as his Lord and
his God*. As the difciples had ocu-
lar demonttration, they could not be
deceived themfelves; and to fuppofe
that they aimed to deceive others
would thock common fenfe. Would
they have fuffered the lofs of all
worldly advantages to propagate
what they did not know to be true ?
Would they have taught the refur-
reftion of Chrift, {o foon after they
faid he rofe, on the very fpot, and
in the prefence of thofe who could
eafily have deteCted them, if their
doétrine had been falfe? Would they
have expofed themfelves to perfecu-
tion, poverty, contempt, imprifon-
ment, and even death itfelf in every

F horrid

¥ John xx, 28.
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horrid form, if they had not be-
lieved what they taught? Nature
recoils at fo firange a thought! We
muft embrace univerfal {ceptici{m,
before we can deny the refurretion
of Chrift. That he rofe from the
dead is a faét—a well fupported
fat—a very important falt—as it
proves the efficacy of his facrifice,
the truth of his charafter as the
Meffiah and the Son of God, and
the certainty of the refurrection to
eternal life.

The {pread of the gofpel is ano-
ther evidence of its divinity. You
know, Sir, the oppofition it met with
—the triumph it obtained —and the
means of its propagation.  When
Chriftianity was firft taught mankind,
it received the moft violent attacks.

The
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The kings of the earth flood up, and the
rulers took counfel together, againf? the
Lord, and againft his ansinted. The
golpel met with the united oppofi-
tion of princes, philofophers, and
priefts.  Thefe allattempted to pre-
vent its {pread, from different mo-
tives, on different grounds, and by
different means.  Jews and Gentiles
aimed at the fame obje@t—the de-
fruction of Chriftianity., In the
caufe of perfecution, Pilate and He-
rod became friends. But notwith-
flanding the moft formidable attacks,
the gofpel ran and was glorified.
Chriftian churches were {foon erefted
in moft parts of the Roman empire,
and beyond its extenfive bounds.
Chriftian. churches were formed in
the countries of Judea, Samaria, Ga-
lilee, Cyprus, Crete, Pontus, Gala-

F : tia,
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tia, Cappadocia, Afia, Greece, and
Italy; and in the cities of Rome,
Cefaria, Antioch in Syria, Antioch
in Pifidia, Ephefus, Athens, Corinth,
Philippi, Thefalonica, and in many
other cities and countries. Now to
what thall we attribute fuch amazing
fuccefs, under fuch circumftances of
oppofition? Does the gofpel {uit the
corrupt heart of man? By no means.
Its do@rines are too humiliating for
buman pride, and its precepts too
{piritual for depraved nature. Did
the difciples of our Lord meet the
corrupt prejudices of the populace,
gratify the vanity of the great, and
palliate the vices of the rich, to con-
ciliate their affeftion and procure
their intereft ? Far from it! Did they
ufe fire and {word to promete their
caufe? No; the weapons of their

warfare
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warfare were not carnal, but {piri-
tual. It was by manifeftation of
the truth they commended them-
felves to every man’s confcience in
the fightof God. The {uccefs of the
gofpel of Chrift can be attributed to
no adequate caufe, but the omnipo-
tent energy of the holy {pirit, which
would not have been exerted in fa-
vor of impofture. The evidence
therefore of the Mefliahthip of Chrift
flands upon a rock, againft which
the gates of hell thall never be able
to prevail,

And is Jefus Chrift the true Mef-
fiah? is he a prophet fent from God,
to teach mankind the moft impor-
tant truths? then let us hear him,
and with implicit confidence receive
his do&trines, On his wifdom and

F 3 veracity
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veracity we may fafely rely. His
authority is evidence. If any of his
dodtrines are inexplicable, they are
neverthelefs true. They fhould not
be rejected becaufe they are attend-
ed with difficultiecs. Are there not
difficuliies in nature, in providence,
and in natural religion ? Can we ex-
pirin the laws of nature? can we
difclofe their hidden myfteries? or
do we deny their operation becaufe
it furpaffes our underftanding? Do
we deny the exiftence of moral or
natural evil, on account of the diffi-
culties we feel when we think of their
entrance ? Do we denv the eternity
or omniprefence of God, becaufe
our little minds are loft when we
contemplate on thefe fubjects? Let
us be confiftent. If we admit that
there are difficulties which we can-

not

LETTER IV. 71

pot obviate attending the laws of
nature, the events in providence,
and the truths of natural religion, let
us not obje&t to the peculiar doc-
trines of Chriftianity, becaufe they
are fuperior to our limited compre-
henfion. Is it not highly reafonable
to receive the moft myfterious doc-
trines, if they come recommended
by the authority of Chrift? The
doftrines of Chrift are, as fadis,
clearly revealed and eafily under-
flood : but the myftery of them not
being revealed is no object of faith.
What is revealed may be known,
and what is not revealed cannot be
credited. Secret things belong unto
Ged: but thofe things that are revealed
belong unto us*.  Let us ufe our rea-
fon to judge of the evidences of re-

F 4 velation,

* Deut. xxix. 29,
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velation, and to know what do@rines
it contains; then refign our reafon
to the guidance of an infallible lead-
er, ever remembering that the true
Chriftian wALKS BY FAITH, NOT
BY SIGHT"

Iam,
Dear Sir,
Yours, &c,
LETTER

* 2 Cor.v. 7.
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