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DeAr Sir,

Sit down to write now with-a view

to make fome compenfation for
the prolixity of my laft letter, by the
brevity of this. Having freely given
you my thoughts upon the NATURE
and croUNDs of Faith, I now pro-
ceed tomake a few remarks refpect-
mgits gFFecTs. Faith is produc-
tive of effets. The effeéls of faith
generally correfpond to the ideas we
form of the propofitions we believe.

Man is a complex being. His
eonftituent parts are body and foul.
His body is a moft curious piece of
workmanfhip, and the foul that ani-
mates it poflefles aftonifhing powers.

D2 It
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It has the power of receiving ideas.
It is capable of being affected with
love and hatred, fear and hope, joy
and forrow...... It has ability to
chufe, or refufe objects that are pre-
fented to the mind. Thefe powers
of the foul, for the fake of diftinétion,
we denominate the underftanding,
affe&ions, and will.

The underftanding, affetions,and
will, are not parts of the foul, ftri-
ly fpeaking ; but the foul itfelf which
thinks, loves, hates, chufes....The
foul is one fimple principle of opera-
tion; and all its operations depend
one upon another.

All moral a&ions originate in the
will—the will is influenced by the

affe@ions—and the affeétions are ex-
cited

LETTER HL 37

cited by the underftanding, or the
views we have of things. We are
influenced in our conduct by the
force of motives; which, being pre-
fented to the mind, affet the paf-
fons, and govern the will. Man
may be compared to a fine piece of
curious mechanifm, all the wheels of
which are fo clofely connected, and
fo admirably adjufted, that if one
move, all the reft move with it
Theunderftanding is the main {pring,
and our ideas are itselafticity. Every
idea produces an effe¢t. To fay
that its influence may be prevented
by the intervention of fome other
objedt, is equal to faying, that when
an idea is banithed from the mind
it lofes its influence; which is what
I readily acknowledge. If youtake
away the weights from a clock, or
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the elaftic power of the main-{pring
of 2 watch, all their refpective wheels
will inftantly ftop of courfe.

Our ideas affe& the paffions, the
will, and the condudt, whether they
{pring from fenfation, refletion, or
teftimony.

As men are furnifhed with under-
ftanding and will, from whence their
acions flow, they are properly mo-
ral agents, and therefore accountablé
to the God that formed them, for
the ufe they make of their faculties.

We obferved that faith not only
produceth effe@s, but fuch kind of
effelts as correfpond to the ideas
we form of the reports we credit.
This may be faid of all ideas. A
mifer has an idea of wealth as.-his

{upreme
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fupreme good. This idea produces

an exceflive love of money, which
amounts to 2 kind of adoration. This
love of money influences his will to
chufe wealth for the principal object
of his purfuit. His will guides his
aftions. He rifes early, and fits up
late. He guards againft indolence,
prodigality, fenfuality, and whatever
oppofes his ruling paflion avARICE.
He is far from being generous, or
even fritly juft. He parts with
gold, as with hisGod. Hence the
word of God calls covetoufnefs idol-
ary*  If by fire, peftilence, orany
dire calamity, he is deprived of his
wealth, he is ready to exclaim with
Micah, ¢ have taken away my gods
oo« ..and what have I moret?

An
® Col, iil. 5.+ Judges xviii. 24
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An ambitious man has an idea of
fame as his fupreme good; and this
he purfues with the greateft ardor.
Every thing muft give way to am-
bition, which is his leading paffion.
Whatever appears adapted to gra-
tify his immoderate love of fame, he
adopts. Mezeans are indifferent in
themfelves. If vice feem calculated
to obtain his end, he will be vicious.
If virtue appear the moft probable
mean, he will appear in the garb of
virtue. Safan bimfelf is transf-
into an angel of light*.

Apply thefe remarks to the man
of pieafure, to the fcholar, and to
the true Chriftian; and I think you
will perceive that every thing de-
pends upon our views of things.

With
* 2 Cor, xi. 142
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With refpect to faith particularly,
we may obferve that thefe obferva-
tions hold good. Some propofitions
are indeed indifferent; they are
nothing tous, whether they are true
or falfe, and confequently they leave
the mind in a ftate of indifference
refpeting them. But here is an
agreement between the flate of the
mind, and the nature of the reports
we credit. ‘The far greater part of
common reports are of this kind,
indifferent to us.

But fome propofitions particularly
intereft us; and they produce in the
mind pleafure or pain, according to
their refpective natures. If youare
informed of the death of a valuable
friend, or an affetionate relative,
and have reafon to believe the in-

formation
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formation trus, you will be filled
with painful fenfations, your heart
will be wounded with grief, and
every thing around you will {feem to
wear a gloomy afpe&*. If, on the
contrary,you are told of the recovery
of 2 beloved friend, who was dan~
geroufly ill, and believed the report,
your mind will be exhilarated with

joyt-

When we receive any delightful
or melancholy intelligence, our joys
or forrows are in proportion to the
degrees of evidence, and our natu-
ral fenfibility or ftoici{m.

Some feem fo peculiarly formed
as to be deeply affeCted with the
moft trifling occurrences.  Trifles

give

* jobi. 20. + Gen. xlv, 27, 28.
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give them exquifite pain, or afford
them inexpreflible joy ; whilft others
hear of the moft interefting or alarm-
ing events, without feeling any emo-
tions of joy or forrow.

When we fpeak of interefting
propofitions, we fhould recolle¢t that
what appears important to one, may
not appear important, or not equally
important, to another. Men may
believe the fame propofitions, and
yet be differently affefted, becaufe
their ideas of them differ, Or, if
they have the fame ideas of fome
particular propofitions they believe,
they may not operate exadtly alike,
if their views of other things are
very different. Great allowance is to
be made for the different charalters
of men, their feveral connexions in

life,
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life, the circumftances that attend
them in providence, and their vari-
ous fentiments on different fubjects.

Iam,

Dear S, LETTER 1IV.

Your fincere friend,

THE
REASONABLENESS

OF

FAITH 1y CHRIST.
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