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LETTER L

Dear Sir,

TP EFORE I left Walworth I pro-
mifed, in compliance with your
earneft requeft, to embrace the lei-
{ure, which this favourite retreat af-
fords me, to give you, in writing,
my {fentiments upon Fartn. Togra-
tify your defire, and fulfil my own
promife, I now fit down to writg

I thall not dignify my opirion by
the authority of theological writers;
as you do not afk me what others
think, but what are the {entiments
of your friend whom you honor with
yeur correfpondence. The opinions
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4 LETTER L

of others may be beft feen in their
own writings, which you may con-
fult at your pleafure.

Tt is not neceffary to make an apo-
logy to you, Sir, for the frequent ufe
of that difagreeable letter I.  Ego-
tifm is odious ; but the appearance of
it is rendered neceflary now by your
requeft.  If atany time I may feem
pofitive, it will only be to avoid the
too frequent occurrence of fuch
phrafesasthefe: Izbink, I apprehend,
1 fbould fuppofe, I buinbly conceive, It
appearsiome...... I feel many diffi-
culties, and therefore propofe my
opinion with the greateft modefty.

After thefe preliminary remarks,
let us attend to the queftion you pro-
pofe, ¢ What is faith?’ Itappearsto
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me that faith is credst given 1o a re-
port. "To believe is to credit what I
affirmed. The idea we generally
fix to faith, in common converfation,
is that of crediting fome propofition,
And, if [ am not miftaken, faith is
fometimes to be underflood in this
fenfe in the holy feriptures, particu-
larly in the following texts—Fi' ko
hath believed cur repors* 2 Fiad ye be-
lieved Mofes, ye weuld have believed
me: for he wrote of me. Bur if ye
believe not his writings, how can ye
believe my wordsy .. ... terough
Janitification of the Jpirit, and belief of
the truthT. Tt would be eafy to en-
large this catalogue, but it is not ne-
ceflary; for in the mouth of two or
three credible witnefes every word
is eftablithed. ‘
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6 LETTER L

After all, I readily acknowledge,
that the holy {criptures do net al-
ways {peak of faithin this reftrictive
fenfe. Asthey abound with figura-
tive language, they fometimes give
an effet the name of its caufe. In-
ftances of this figure often occur.
Hence Jefus Chrift ufes the expref-
fions, coming to him, and believing
on him, as fynonymous: He that
coneth to me fhall never hunger, and he
shat believeth on me fhall never thirfi*
Other paffages might be quoted ; but
you do nct alk what faith means when
it is ufed figuratively, but what it li-
terally fignisies.

Many words are ufed in fcripture
bothin a literal and figurative fenfe.
We fhould bs careful not to con-

found
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found the one with the other. For
want of attending to this neceflary
caution,fomeunderﬁandalmoﬁevery
thing in the divine word metaphori-
cally ; others go to the oppofite ex-
treme, and take thofe texts literally
which have only a figurative mean-
ing. Hence, in the opinion of fome,
¢ Hell is an eaftern allegory ; and,
in the opinion of others, the abfurd
dotrine of tranfubftantiation is a re-
vealed truth.

T'have departed from my fubjed,
and have not time now to return.
You may expe& to receive, in my
next letter, fome remarks upon the
GROUNDs of faith.

For the prefent I conclude, with
my warmeft defires that you may
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8 LETTER L

feel much of the influence of that
faith, which is the gift of God, by
the effetual operation of his {pirit,
which worketh by love, purifies the
heart, and produces obedience.

Iam,
Dear Sir,
affectionately yours, &c.

Isrte or WicHT,
Mavy 15,1786,
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