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things to come”: Johnxiv. 26: xvi. 18,14. Weshould expect,
in the fulfilment of these promises, that christians would be
furnished with an accurate account of the Redeemer’s personal
instructions, and a statement of truths and principles necessary
to be held, and of services to be performed, under the new dis-
pensation. We should further expect that the writings in
which these would be comprised would contain predictions of
future events, accrediting the authors as prophets of God.

Now, in the books composing the New Testament we have
the accomplishment of these expectations, The life and teach-
ings of the Saviour are compendiously set beforc us by four
writers, The system of Christian truth is clearly stated.
Moral duties and positive institutions are explained and
powerfully enforced. The approaching corruptions of
Christianity, to issue in a lamentable « departure from the
faith”—and its ultimate triumph, involving the downfall of
all opposers, are foretold—and the partial fulfilment of the
predictions has confirmed faith and cncouraged hope. Is not
this God’s book ? Do not its contents testify to its origin ?
Is it not precisely the book that was wanted, in order that, as
the first witnesses were removed by death, the loss of their
oral testimony might be supplied by the written page, and it
might be said of each, ¢ he being dead yet speaketh 7”

Many books were written, purporting to be productions of
apostles or apostolic men. They were all subjected to rigid
examination, The genuine were received and the spurious were
refected. Thus the collection gradually grew up into the New
Testament. When the volume was completed it was found to
comprise the history, the truths, and the prophecies, which the
Saviour had promised.

But the promises were given to those who were actually dis-
ciples at the time, A large portion of the volume was “rritten
by a man who did not become a Christian till some years after
the Lord’s ascension. This was a special case, and provision
was made for it. 'Wehave the narrative of his conversion and
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of his subsequent life, affording striking attestation to the truth
and divine origin of Christianity. Here is a new and inde-
pendent witness, That man must be believed. Ilis services
and sufferings entitle him to unlimited credence. Whoever
may impose on his fellow-creatures, Paul the apostle will not
be the man. And what does he say 7 He expressly states
that he received his theology from Jesus Christ himgelf.
« The Gospel which was preached of me is not after man : for
I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ,”” Gal. i. 11, 12, Throughout his
writings he appeals to this fact, and claims for himself, as well
as for the other apostles, that submission which inspired mea
and they ouly have a right to require. Ife confirms the claim
by the miracles which God wrought by him. +Truly the signe
of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs,
and wonders, and mighty deeds.”—2 Cor. xii. 12.

Thus stands the argument. The New Testament historians
were worthy of belief. They testified of what they had seen,
and known, and heard, or had gathered from those who « from
the beginning were eye-witnesses and ministers of the word.”
Among other things they inform us that the Lord Jesus made
certain promises to his diseiples, which were to be fulfilled
after his death. We have the fulfilment in the books of the
New Testament, they contain the history, the truths, and the
prophecies which Jesus had promised. Those books, therefore,
were written under the direction of the Holy Spirit, or, in other
words, their authors were inspired. As to the nature, degree,
and method of inspiration, we need not curiously inquire. It
might, for aught we know, be different at different times, and
in relation to diffcrent subjects. But it i3 dangerous to dog-
matise. It is cnough to have the assurance that the authors
of the New Testament, as well as those of the Qld, wrote *as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

Man is exceedingly fond of framing plans for God, and preseribe
ing to hin modes of action. He cven affects to wonder that Ass
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methods of procedure have not been adopted. The construc-
tion of the divine law-book of Christianity does not please him.
He would have shaped it differently. It would have come
forth in all the regular, formal proportions of a system, where-
in each topic might be found in its own place, and nowhere
else ; history, doctrine, discipline, morals, propheey, each oc-
eupying its several niche, It is very strange to him that we
should have four separate narratives of the Saviour’s life—a
fragmentary account of the first planting of Christianity—
twenty-onc epistles, some to churches, some to individuals—
and one book of obscure visions and prophecies. He is con-
founded at the apparent want of order, and deems it very ex-
traordinary that it should be necessary to go through such a
process of comparison and disentanglement of passages in order
to exhibit separately and distinctly the various parts of the
divine system. Oh how often has it proved that « the wisdom
of this world is foolishness with God ! It has pleased Him
that the truths of Christianity should be interwoven with ex-
hortations and precepts rather than systematically discussed,
and that they should sometimes scem to be but incidentally in-
troduced ; but we ought not to doubt that this is the most use-
ful manner in which they could be presented, and that there is
great advantage in secing how they are applied to practical
purposes. God’s way of working out the great problem of in-
spiration must unquestionably be the best.

JThe brevity of the sacred historian is very remarkable.
How much of our Lord’s history, for instance, has been sup-
pressed ! Have we not often longed for more of his discourses,
and for a fuller parrative of his life? « Many other signs
truly,” says the Apostle John, « did Jesus in the presence of
his disciples, which are not written in this book” (John xx. 30).
Why were they not written? The historians mu.t have known
a great deal more than they have told ; and besides, it was
promised that the Holy Spirit would * bring all things to their
remembrance.” Why, then, have they not been recorded ?
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Did not the writers desire to record them ? Were they not
anxious that all the * gracious words” and benevolent, haly
deeds of the Lord Jesus should be amply detailed and set
forth? How was it that they used such compression, and
omitted so much ? There is only one way, it seems to me, of
accounting for this strange phenomenon.  They wrote under
restraint. As on one occasion Paul and his companions
“assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered them not”
(Acts xvi. 7), 80, when the authors of the New Testament sat
down to commit to writing the wonderful story of the redemp-
tion, they were supernaturally prevented from giving the
copious details which they possessed. The book would have
been much larger if man had had his will in compiling it.
Bat it is of God’s making. We have the amount of informa-
tion which it has pleased Him to communicate. And thus the
very fact that so muach has been left out serves to show that
the writers were  moved by the Holy Ghost.”

Another extraordinary circumstance may be mentioned.
Peter was chosen to introduce the gospel toth to the Jews and
to the Gentiles. He stood high among his biethren, as he had
been the first of the * first three” in the days of the Saviour.
Bat after the meeting at Jerusalem (Acts xv.), improperly
oalled a ¢ Council,” we hear no more of him, save that he
wrote one of his lctters from * Babylon.” And when the
divine book was to be prepared, Aés share in it did not amount
to one-twelfth part of the Apostle Paul’s. What shall we.say

to this ? There may be various methods of explaining it; but

for my part I cannot help supposing that it is to be traced to
the divine foreknowledge of the power and authority which
could be in later ages ascribed to Peter. It was determined
beforehand that the sacred book shduld contain nothing which
could warrant sush assumptions. Those who plead for Peter’s
supremacy cannot find it in the New Testament. If any
A postle appears to be the head of Christianity it is not Peter,
but Panl. No one but Paul ventured to say, “ So ordain I in
all Churches :” see 1 Cor, iv. 17 : vii, 17 : 2 Cor. xi. 28,
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The preceding observations relate chicly to the external
proofs of the inspiration of the Scriptures. The internal proofs
are no less strikingly convincing.

There is a peculiarity in the style of the sacred writers
which it is difficult to characterise. Perhaps we cannot do
better than say that they wrote as men who were « moved by
the Holy Ghost.” Under that influence even theiz historical
memorials assumed a more than human form. No others
would have written of miracles as they did. No wonder is ex-
pressed. There is no effort to dircct the attention of the
reader. A miraculous cure is narrated with the same calm-
ness and precision as a journey from one place to another,
And if from the historical we proceed to the epistolury, we
meet with still more marked manifestations of what may be
called the heavenly style of writing. Those letters were
written by men who were conscious of power.  There is a
majesty, a condensed richness of thought, a fulness of meaning,
indicating an acquaintedness with the ¢« secret things” of the
Most High, and a commanding tone and manuer which no geod
man would assume, unless he felt that he eould employ the

phraseology of inspiration—« Thus saith the Lord.”

The contrast between the writers of the New Testament and
the Christian authors of the first two centuries, their immediate
successors, 18 particularly worthy of observation. The descent
from Paul, Peter, and John, to Clemens Romanus, [gnatiug,
&c., is most remarkable. Itis just the difference between
mature thought and childish triviality—between a golden and a
leaden age—between heaven and earth,

Look also at the antecedents of these writers. They werc
all Jews, originally narrowminded, bigoted, proud of their ex-
clusive privileges, holding the Gentiles in contempt., In all
these respects the Apostle Paul stood pre-cminent. Judaism
was intensified in him.—Examine now the gystem of Christian
truth as set forth in the apostolic epistles, What spirit-stir-
ring, benign revelations are before us ! Earthly distinetions
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are lost sight of. The writers think no more of Jews and
Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians. It is man—simple man—
ruined man—and all alike ruined. And the Church, as they
view and describe it, is one body, composed of believers of all
nations and classes, baptized into the same Spirit,all possessing
equal rights, and “members one of another.” Is there not
here an utter abnegation of Jewish exclusiveness ? Whence,
too, did these men derive those wonderful truths, which they
discuss with so much ease and familiarity ? Who unveiled to
them God’s predestination—the justifying righteousness of the
Lord Jesus—the glorious privileges of the adoption—the ope-
ration of the Ioly Spirit in the hearts of believers—the media-
torial kingdom ot the Redeemer, extending to all ‘wnorlds, all
beings, and all time—and the sublime, dread realities o'f 'the
future state 7 Verily, these are * the things of the spirit,”
which « eye hath not seen, nor car heard, ncither have they
entered into the heart of man ;” but God revealed them unto
these his servants, and they arc now inseribed on the immortal
age,
! %here is another consideration of no small moment. The
system of truth contained in the apostolic writings is insusceP-
tible of improvement or addition. There have .bcen no dis-
coveries in religion since that time. All phllosoph_? hasi
suffered change. Science alters every year ; the theories of
one age arc cxploded in the next ; the text-books of fifty yeal:s
ago are useless now. But Christianity is the same as when it
came forth from its Founder. It was complete at the véry
first. Subsequent writers have expounded the works of the
apostles, but they have added nothing to them.—So also of
worship, government, and discipline. The examples of th.e
apostolic Churches and the directions given in the apostolic
letters are all-sufficient. Churches constituted and governed
according to those cxamples and directions can exist in a.ll
countrics, and flourish under every form of eivil polity, and. in
every state of Society. And the usefulness attending christian
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enterprises is always found to be proportioned to their confor-
mity with New Testament patterns, Meddlesome men have
interfered in this matter. The simplicity of apostolic arrange-
ments displeased them. They must have more ceremony, more
pomp, more power. Complicated liturgies were preparcd—
gaudy processions passed along the streets—new offices were
created, new orders instituted—and fasts and feasts appointed
in abundance, What followed ? Withering—decay—ecor-
ruption—death. Something has been done in the way of re-
form during the last three hundred years, but the majority of
professing christians still adhere to uanscriptural polities.
Where is Christianity now seen in its most vigorous develop-
ment, Is it not in those communities which approach most
nearly to the apostolic pattern? And must it not be regarded
as a most marvellous thing that those Christian Jews should be
able to devise a scheme which, though at variance with all the
forms of religion then in vogue, and possessed of no outward
attractions, should supplant them all, and should be found, at
the lapse of eighteen hundred years, to require no change, but
to be still the best adapted means of securing the great spiritual
purposes of Christianity ? Can any thing short of inspiration
account forit?

Once more. Predictions have been referred to. Let the
reader turn to 2 Thess. ii. 1-12, 1 Tim, iv. 1-3, 2 Tim. iii, 1-5.
In those passages the apostle Paul foretels the rise of a system,
pretending to be religious, which would arrogate divine power
and authority ; would seek to enforce its claims by false
miracles ; would be characterized by apostacy from the
christian faith, and by demoralising tendencies ; would estab-
lish creature-worship and would enjoin observances at variance
with the laws and arrangements of God. At the time of his
writing the letters no one could have anticipated such a la-
mentable result. All probability was against it. But history
hag interpreted the prophecy, and Paul takes his place among
the prophets. Peter stands by his side (Sce 2 Peteriii.) And
there, too, enshrouded in mysterious glory, is the beloved disciple.

Aed
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Although many facts and arguments remain unnotic‘ed, the
space already occupicd warns me to bring these 1'emar&s' toa
close. I trust that thosc who peruse them will be convinced
that we are not only justified but imperatively required to re-
gard the Bible as the production of inspired men, and.therefore
claiming our submission and obedience. Besides this—every
Christian * hath the witness in himself.” The word. of God
speaks to his heart. Its soothing, conso]ing., sanctifying power
proclaims the heavenly source from which it . flows, It i h.m
light in darkness, his guide in perplexity, his presel:vatxve m
peril, his solace in tribulation. What could ke do without his
Bible ?

¢ What is the world ?-—A wildering maze,
Where sin hath track’d ten thousand ways,
Her victims to ensnare ;
All broad, and winding. and aslope,
All tempting with perfidious hope,
All ending in despair.

+ Millions of pilgrims throng those roads,
Bearing their baubles, or their loads,
Down to eternal night ;—
One humble path, that never bends,
Narrow, and rough, and steep, ascends
From darkness into light.

« Is there & Guide to show that'path ?
The Bible ;—he alone, who hath
The Bible, need not stray :
Yet he who hath, and will rot give
That heavenly Gui e to all that live,

Himself shall lose the way.”
James Montgomery.
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THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.

This is the theory :—Bishops succeeded the Apostles in the
government of the Church ; the Apostles themselves appointed
the first bishops—they ordained others—and so the suecession
has been preserved till the present day. No person is author-
ised to preach the gospel who has not been ordained by a
bishop, who can himself prove that he isin the succession,
Our episcopal friends on all sides—Protestant, Roman
Catholic, Greck and Oriental, take common ground here.
They all profess to be able to trace up their orders to the
Apostles. They all denounce the non-epiéeopall y ordained as
imtruders.  And they denounce onc another.

There are more difficulties in their way than some of them
imagine.

In the first plaee, they must prove that diocesan episcopacy
is the mode of Church government established by the
Apostles.  They cannot do it. Tt was not thought of till
some time after the Apostles were dead. The bishops spoken
of in the New Testament were pastors of churches, and there
were commonly several in each Church. The words ¢ bishop”
and  elder” are synonymous. There were several « elders” or
“ overseers,” that is, « bishops,” at Ephesus, and at Philippi,
Boe Acts xx. 17, 28, Phil. i, 1.

Sccondly, they must prove that every bishop in the first
Churches was appointed by an Apostle.  They cannot do i,

Thirdly, they must prove that the chain of the succession
has never been broken. They cennot do it. The succession
may be interrupted and broken off in various ways ;—by un-
eanonical appointments—by simoniacal contracts—by forcible
intrusions—Dby official acts without ordination—by the recep-
tion of orders from persons whose own claim to episcopal dignity
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was invalid, &c. One such case proved will nullify all the
official acts of the individual concerned, and of those to Wh(?m
he may have communicated official power. .Pope Benedict
1X., for instance, was placed in the papal ch'au- when he Wa's
only cighteen years old : some say he was con.s1derably younger.
That was clearly contrary to the canons, W}nch declar? that a
bishop must be thirty years of age, exceptmm‘x to .whxchfhalv;e
only occarred when the superior moral quahf‘icatlons o the
candidate induced the ordaining bishops to dlspe:nse wuh'th,e
usual requirement ; but that was not the pr(itext in Be;ed.wtl.s
case ; he was thrust into the office by .the Counts of uscolx,
his father’s gold purchasing the acqulescc,nce of the peop e.
As Desiderius says, he « followed the foot§teps of Sm':lon
Magus rather than of Simon Peter.”* B(.enedxet. wa 1o priest
—no bishop. To say nothing of his manifold villanies (ever);
intelligent Roman- Catholic knows that he was a n.lonster l;)
iniquity), a young man of eighteen could not, acc?rdmg to t E
Jaws of the Church, be a priest—much less a blshop——mu.c
less a Pope. Yet he held the Pope’s oﬁi(fe, a:nd performed-lts
dutics. What was the worth of the ordinations and appoint-
ments of such a man ! And this is only one fa.ct.out of many,
equally bad, that might be adduced. '.l_‘he chain f)f the suhc-
cession is irretrievably broken. I heartily subscribe to dt e
opinion expressed by Archbishop Whate.ly, already quf)teab—l—
that « there is not a minister in all Clzrzs.tendfrm who is able
to trace up with any approach to certainity his own spiritual
pe(flfgze;;rotestant Bishop of Nova Scotia has pulflished his
views on the subject, in a charge to his clergy, delivered last
October.  He says :—The notion appears to be generally
entertainéd that, because we are not established here, we hm"e
no claim to higher authority than any of the sects founded in
these latter days by man, it being commonly supposed that the

*Quoted by Neander in his History, i, 375.
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claims of the Church are based upon parliamentary enact-
ments. This error is held even by some of our own people,
and it is your duty to beware of countenanecing it in any way,
and always make it clearly understood that our position is en-
tirely independent of any human authority or recognition ; that
whether we be prescribed and persecuted, or kings be our nur-
sing fathers and queens our nursing mothers, we equally claim
to be the true representatives of the Church constitated by the
Apostles,—under commission from her head—from whom we
trace our descent in unbroken succession.”

I know not by what arguments his Lordship sustains and
defends his opinion. Perhaps he takes the position which has
been assumed by some members of his Church—that the
Apostle Paul first preached the gospel in Britain, and ordained
ministers there, from whom the succession has proceeded in the
regular order ; that in the middle ages, it is true, the Church
came under the power of Rome, and was so far contaminated H
but that at the Reformation its freedom was regained, and the
true succession restored.

It sounds well.  One thing only is lacking—rrutn. No
man can prove that the Apostlc Paul ever saw Britain. A
great deal of ink and paper has been wasted in the attempt.
The carly Christian writers make no mention of it. N othing
more than a weak probability can be arrived at, and that will
not serve the purpose. The fact must be proved, which cannot
be done.

But even if it were proved, the claim would not be estab-
lished. For though Archbishop Sumner can show that he has
been regularly ordained, and that the bishops by whom he was
ordained were admitted to the holy office with equal regularity ;
is he able to prove that all preceding bishops, up to the
Apostle Paul—all through the disturbed middle ages, were free
from taint of irrcgularity in ordination ? Is he able to prove
that all the bishops by whom they were ordained priests were
also free from taint ? Is he able to prove that every bishop
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nations, received baptism from a regular admimstrat.or, and
with all prescribed forms? A single flaw—a solitary instance
of - deviation from the law of the Church, vitiates and annuls
the proceeding, and leaves the individual unbaptized, or unor-
dained, as the case may be.

Bishops do not think alike on all points. Le.t us hear
Bishop Hoadly on the succession :—* I am fully sat}sﬁed that
till a consummate stupidity can be happily established, and
universally spread over the land, there is nothing that tends so
much to destroy all due respect to the clergy, as the demand
of more than can be due to them ; and nothing has so faﬂ:ectually
thrown contempt upon a regular succession of the fmmstry, as
the calling no succession regular but what was -umnterrupted,
and the making the eternal salvation of Christians to depend
upon that uninterupted succession, of which the most learned
must have the least assurance, and the unlearned can have no
notion, but through ignorance and credulity.”* .

The nature and design of Christianity have been greatly dis-
regarded by the litigants in this strife. It seems to have. b«?en
forgotten that religious character is essential to the C%mstxan
ministry, and that if that be wanting no human'appomt.mex}t
can make a man Christ’s minister. The gospel d1§pcnsatxon- is
gpiritual, and all the arrangements made under its authon.ty
must be in harmony with that view. The blessings of the dis-
pensation cannot be enjoyed nor even apprehended by unre-

pewed men. Such men, thercfore, are totally unfit for the
work of the Lord. They may be highly gifted and profoundly
learned, but « if they have not the Spirit of Christ they are
none of his.” How, then, can they carry on his work ?

The author’s sentiments on this subjcet were thus expressed
in a sermon preached at an ordination in Montreal, in the

year 1851 :—

+ Quoted in Buck’s Theologionl Dictionary, article ¢ Suceession.”
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“ When it is affirmed that He [Christ] maintains the sucees-
sion, the meaning is, that ministers are made by Christ, not by
man, and that the succession is entirely spiritual—not depend-
ent on any supposed transmission of virtue, power, or authori ty
from one human being to another, but on the possession of those
graces and gifts which it is the Saviour’s exclusive prerogative
to bestow. By apostolic succession we understand a succession
of apostolic men, holding and preacking apostolic truth, and
leading apostolic lives. No others are in the succession, how-
ever regularly, as human laws and customs deelare, they may
have been ordained and appointed. We may suppose a case,
not at all unlikely to occur in these days. During the same
service the bishop lays his consecrating hands on two candidates
tor the ministry :—one of them goes forth, preaching full salva-
tion by the death of Christ, and secking to promote evangelical
holiness; the other connects the safety of the soul with baptism
and the Church, substitutes the world’s morality for the life of
faith, and derides as fanatics those who plead for the new birth
and for spiritual-mindedness. There is no difficulty in deciding
that while the former is evidently in the succession, the latter
is not—though both received the same apnointment, from the
same person, and at the same time. A man may be & minister
of a church—of any church—who is not a minister of Christ,
and will not be owned by him at the last day,

“That the succession has been muaintained is proved by the
existence of the Church. It could only have been perpetuated
by the means and instruments which the Saviour at first ap-
pointed—Dby the ministry and manifestation of the truth. The
fact, that there are at the present day servants of the Lord
united together for Christian fellowship, holding the great
truths of the gospel, and exemplifying its effects in holy lives
and devoted zeal, will surely warrant the inference that in every
age there have been such unions, on a greater or smaller scale,
maintained by similar instrumentality. The chain of the
spiritual succession has not been broken, though we may not

THE APOSTOLIC SGCCESSION. 93

be able to put our hands on every link. It ought not to be
considered surprising that we cannot always discover. the
spiritual family. The Church was at one time in the wilder-
ness ; who can wonder that she was not then visible ?

« Intracing the true succession we cannot adopt the ordinary
course. We have nc revercnce for episcopal genealogies. The
grace of Christ is not limited by ccclesiastical consecrations,
with which, in thousands of instances, it has nothing to do.
He ¢ divideth to every man severally as He will.” We trace
the succession, therefore, in the spiritual line. We see it ?n
Novatian the dissenter, as well as in Cyprian the bishop ;—In
Vigilantius the reformer, as well as in Jerome who slandered
him, and in Augustine, who, though he was a great and good
man, would have committed alleged heretics to the civil power,
to be punished ;—in the Waldensian pedlar who carried his
wares to the lordly castle and the peasant’s hut, and exhox:ted
all to buy the ‘pearl of great price;’—in John de Wy.chﬁ"e,
the canonically ordained Rector of Lutterworth, and in the
Lollards who succecded him, and who, though not canonically
ordained, could tell of Christ, and grace,and heaven, and guide
men to glory ;—in John Huss and Jerome of Prague, both of
them burned as heretics ;—in Latimer and Ridley, consecrated
bishops, and in Calvin and Knox, unconsecrated presbyters —
in Archbishop Leighton, the spiritually minded prelate, a.nd in
John Bunyan, the tinker of Elstow, the spiritually minded
Baptist ;—in Henry Martyn, that ¢holy man of God, ‘the
Episcopalian, and in John Williams, the martyr of the nine-
teenth century, the Congregationalist ;—and finally, to speak
of living men, we trace the succession in Daniel Wilson, the
bishop, who preaches at Calcutta, plainly and faitbfully, t‘he

same gospel which he once proclaimed in England’s metropolis*
—and in cvery native preacher and teacher, encouraged by

* Since dead. He departed this life on the third of January, 1838,
in the 80th year of his age,
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Christian missionaries of various denominations to make known
the great salvation to their fellow-countrymen-—of every clime,
of every tongue, and of all colours-—white, yellow, copper,
brown, or black--Hindoos, Indians, Chinese, Hottentots, or

Negroes. « Washed, sanctified, and justified, in the name of

the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,” and found to

be ¢faithfal men, able to teach others also "—they are all in
the succession,

“The faithful Lord will carry on his own work, He will
continue the smccession till the end of time. That precious
promise, ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world,” (Mat, xxviii, 20,) secures all. The Church is built on

an immovable rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it."—(Mat. xvi, 18.)

THR END.
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