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T H E

EPISTLE

TO THE

READER

Chriftaiz Reader,

H A T grenr and comprebenfive
Enquiry, What 15 Truth ? awas
Jeornfully made by P. Pilate, 2o

the greateft Prifoney thar ever was, even, to.
the Lord of Glory, as be flood ar bis Tri-
buni] swirneffing bis good Confeflion, that be
tame into the World for this End, ro refolve
thar, Queflion.  Therefore it is nor to be
awoniered at, that the fame Noble Enquiry
Lath Ly [ome or orker ever fince mer with
thelike difponourable and contemptible Treat-
ment, even in the moft ferious Truths artefi-
e aitd left upon. Record as the true Sayings
of Got," by that faithful and infallible
Wirnefs 5 evlijchi comes to pafs thro’ the in-
wererate Aalice of the Prince of Darknefs,
and thro’ the Inffrumentality of fuch «who
Jrom Ignoraice, Prejudice, or carnal Ins
A 2 teref?,



The Epiftle to the Reader.

terefl, in whole or in Pars, diretly or in-
direltly, in an open Oppofition, or more ab-
Sronded and masked, under bigh Preren-
fions of Love toy and ZLeal for Truth and
Peace, do promote bis malicious Stratagems,
and Deficns againft the Pringe of Life, bis
Glory, Kingdom, and Intereft in the World s
thefe baft by what Names, Fitles, or Repu-
zation fozver known to Men, by [pecions Ap-
pearances of Learning, natural Endow-
ments, or Piety itfelf, have always proved
the moft pernicions o Truth, and the moft
Juccefsful Propagacors of Error, God in bis
Sudgments, which are a great Deep, per-
mitting iz, and 10 lefs ouver-ruling to phe
Accomplifpmens  of bis own mofp  glorious
Ends and Purpofes.

Hence alé Doctrines profeffed to be pub-
lifped for Trpth, are fiilk ro be fiript naked
from the gay Apparel of bumane Autbority,
and the moft applanded Qualifications of
Juch who bring them, and laid fingly, and
by themfelves in the Ballance of the Sanc:
tuary, 4swe expet 1o have a right difcern-
éng what Spirit they proceed from, awherber
ofg’rruth or gf Error.

Tis undoubted Rule only (bow lirtle
WPlace foever it finds in the partial Minds
and corrupr Prallices of AMen) may be
gnough with them that are wife unto Sal-
pation, to plead Excufe for the Nakednefs,
and Plainnefs of this fmall enfuing Treatife,
it beirg in a Carccperical Way, borh an:
yient, and beft fuiteq vo megner Capacities

(for
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(for whofe Sake efpecially ir was noriren)
ivoid alf’o of the r(fmmon and affected often-
tuous Gazeries of Quorations of the Names of
many Learned, and Pious Authors ( from
whom it mav be many of the found, and
awholefome Words and Expreffions of Truth
Verein contained are raken) ibat the Fasth
of the Reader might not ftand, in rhe Wif-
dom, Authority, or Learning of the beft
Men, but in the Power of Goa, and the
Demonftration of the Spirit in the Scrip-
tures of Truth 5 which are profitable enough
for Dottrine, Reproof, Correltion, and In-
“fruttion, to perfelt the Man of God, and
furnifp him unto ahh good Works withous
bumane Additaments, or Ornaments. The
grear Things therefore which are the Subjets
of this Difcourfe, arebaid before the Candid,
Pious, and enquiring Reader, wirhous the
leaft Defign of impoﬁng upon his Mind and
Confiience 5 but are beld before bim ro be
[een meerly by the Light of the Word of God,
lied thereto according to rhe Meafure of

the Manifeftation’of the Spirit given 1o the
Author ro profit withal 5 neither is any par-
ricular Perfon, or Selt fingled out by Name
for an Adver[ary : TIho’ it is not to be doubr-
ed, bur thar divers wilk book upon rhemfelves
as concerned thevein, a3 [uch. The Merhod.
avhereby the Anabogy of  Faish, and Co-
perence of Fundamental Trushs is propofed
vo thee, is moftly Amefian, or Richerfonian [o
far as might be conformable to the Parh the
Afembly trod, in.their fhorter Cztecb{f}z% s
r
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Jor which Caufe, you will find fome Things
franding alistle our of the Place of a firilt
Logical Method 5 as the not rreating of
Goz’s Communicable Attributes, and bis De-
crees under bis Efficiency, to which they
propérly belong, and therefore under Execu-
tion they are only pointed ar by [ome [nall
rouckes, baving been [poken to before under
the general Heads of Artributes, and Decrees
according to thé Affembly. The Author
alfo concurs fo far wwirh the Richerfonians,
that the Catholick Church is the ~Subjelt
of Application, and [o belongs to the firft
Pare of Theology: But differs in this, thar
ke apprebends that a particular Church, the
Ordinancesy and Officers theregf, belong to
the fecond Part of Theology, viz. Obfer-
vance. The Doltrine according to Godli-
nefs, being divided by the Spirir of God
#tfelf into Faith and Order. Ir's dveld
krown bow Syflematick Divinity (as fome
6alkir) harh been [poken of by Men of lare
Times, fed canant {uis mufis. _

The general, main, and fincere Defign of
tbe Autbor barh beew the Glory of God, and
the Avantageof Souls, the enlightning the
Ignorant, the frengrbning cof the Weak,
and the [o furnifping*of the ordinary Chrif-
rian (the unskilled in Languages, and Arts)
vhat thro’ the Bleffing of God ypon bss fanc-
rified Labour and Induflry in fearching
the Scriptures, as in our Tranflation, and
making a difiinct Applicarion of Texts to
shofe - Trurks moft naturally concerned in
' them,
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them, be may become comperently skilled in
the Faith, and Order of the Gofpel, ang
bave the Sword of the Spirit in Jfome meg-
Jure of Readinefs at leaft for bis own Defence.
Hence it is to be_ hoped, norwithfianding the
Aaily Shipwrecks “that are now made o

KFaith, and Order, thro’ the Carelefsnefs of
Jome, and the carnal Defigns of others,
Thar yer a Time will er'e Jong come, when
the Carelefs, Lukewarm, Implicite, Thef-
falonican, "an4 Laodicean Spirit will be
banifhed more out of our Congregations, and a
more noble Berzan Difpofition raifed up

which will be ar the more abundans Eﬁ‘uﬁa;;
};f rhe Spirit, promifed awhen Knowledge
“n‘a]l abound as Waters cover the Sea 5 98
10520 be hop’d, there wilk be much of thar
baudable Spirit thar was in Aquila and
Prefeilla of infiructing Divines themfelves
(partially only acquasnted wirh the Ways
of God).-more perfeftly, which Pratice
woubd undoubredly prove of marvellous Ser.
vice 1o Chrift, his Churches, and rhe Souls of
Sinners, were bur the refpeltive Minds of
Men k/'_mted 20 4o and receive accordingly in
#bis kind as they oughr, efpecially Jeeing
2bere 55 no fmall Ground ro belieya, thar the
noifome Smoak of falfe Deétrine, zhar barh
now filled the Temple from the Glory of God’s
prefent Providential Difpenfations, and
Wilk continue during the Times of posring
Jorth of the Vials, the Jaft Plagues (now

about 10 begin) fhall and muft be feattered,

¢kas the Temple may be opened in Heaven

(. c.ze
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(i. ¢. the Gofpel Churches appear én a bigher
degree of ‘Puriry, and Order) and the Ark
of the Teftimony. be feen. (1.¢. The Lord
Fefus Chrift in bis New-Covenans Mediato~
rial Glory perfeltly freed from all thefe
New-Law-Fogs, &c.y That the Top-ftone
of Reformation 7o rbe Churches in Faith,
and Order of the Gofpel fhall arife, and be
introduced chiefly by the Infirumentality of
the People of God that fear bis Name. One
Reafon” of this Apprebenfion, among many,
[feems very fenfible to confidering Men. That
there is af prefent [o general a Defeltion in
the Doltrines, and Praltices of [o many
avhofe Dutses, and Places are ro be zealous
Defenders of the Truth, and Convincers of
Gain-fayers ; infomuch that quite contrary
they ‘are become Defenders of Error, and
vigorous Oppofers of Trush, catling Light
Darknefs, and Darknefs Light, [o that in
an ordinary Way (untefs God _wonderfully
appear in changing the Minds of shofe Men,
avhich thereis as yer lirtle Profpect of, the’
ét's very defirable) He will glorify kimfelf
in giving forth unto rhe Pedple a greater
Meafure of a diftinct Knowledge of, and a
pwore zeabous Spirst of Adberence to the
Truth, thar bis Churches fhall not be bereft
of thefe two grear Pilbars of bis Temple
Worfsip, Faith and Ovder, bur borh foall
flourifs in much more Efigbliforens  ang
Glory 1kan before.

Cuar,

CHAP. I.

Concerning GoDLINESS.

Princirre L

Man's chief End is to glorify God,
and enjoy bim for ever. Rom. xi, 36.
Phal Ixxiii. 24. Johnxvii. 21.

QuesTrons Explanatory.

oy HAT i ; 7
M‘mT?u_' meant by the chief End of
3 4. The great End and Reafon
fb}xl-_ \}vlh‘ich M‘:m was made by God,
Prov. xvi. 4 }‘:r;:.cxi‘.sg(g.od * Glory. Y i 7.
1. How dsth Man anfrver that great End ?
A. By choofing and enjoying God as his chiefelt

Good. P i i
oo Lal. Ixxiii. 25. and xvi, 5. and Ixiii. 1,
» 8.
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HIL: What is it to glorify God?

4. The Creature cannot add to God'’s Glory, but
it glorifies God by afcribing Glory to him, and
living to him. b xxxv. 7. Pfal. 1. 23. and
Axixiz. and xcvi. 8. 1 Cor. x. 31. 1 Cor. vi. z0.

IV What is it to enjoy God ?

A. Teis ta have his Acceptance and Prefence in
Communion with him in Grace and Glory. P/al.
Ixxiii. 25, 26, 28. Zech. ii. 5. Ewmeck. xX. 40, 41.
Eph.i.6. 2Cor.v. 8,9. 1Job.lii. 2. Fob. xvii. 24.

V. What Creatures are capable of glorifying and
enjoying God ?

A. Only reafonable Creatures, Angels and Men.
The Creatures- without Reafon fhew forth God’s
Glory in their Kind, bat cannot intelligibly glorify
or enjoy him. Pl xix. 1, 2, 3. Fob xxxviii.
34, 35, 36.

V1. What Obligation lies upon the reafinable Crea-
ture to glorify and gzq'@r God?

4. Religion, which is from the Senfe of a Deity,
and a Werthip due to him, impreft upon his Heart.
Rom. 1. 19, 20, Mich. iv. §.

VII. Hew is Religion diftinguifbed 2

4. Iato falfe and true. Fer. x. 6, 7, 8, 11,
12, 14.

VI;I. What is a falfe Religion?

4. When Men glorify not the true God, or
glorify him not as God. Rom. i. 19, 21, 23, 25.

IX. What is true Feligion ?

A. It.is the glorifying and enjoying the true God,
as God. . xlili.y, 8, 9, 10, 11, Fobniv. 23,
24. 1 Cer. vi. 20. Rew. xv. 4.

X. By awhat Names, efpecially, is true Religion di-
Singuifbed from falfe Religions ?

A. By three, efpecially, in the Scripture.

The Fear of God, .Godlinefs, and Chriftianity.

X1, What doth the Fear of God import ?

A. A Life

Concerning Godlinefs. 3

A. A Life of reverential glorifying and enjoying

God in Faith and Love. 746 xxviii. 28. Pfal. xix.
. and 2 Tim. 1. 13.

XII. What doth Godlinefs import ?

A. Godlinefs is a Life according to God. Ephb. iv.
z4. Heb.xii. 28. Phil.i. z0. Eph.v. 1.

XIIL. What doth Chriftianity import ?

4. A Life of Godlinefs in Chrift Jefus. 4&s xi.
26. 2 Tim. iii. 5,12, 1t Tim. dil. 16. Gal. ii. 19,
20. Rom.vi. 11.

XIV. Why ds you fay Religion, Godlinefs and Chri-
SHanity, is a Life ?

A. Becaufe God is a living God, and cannot be
glorified and enjoyed as fuch, but by Creatures
which have a fuitable Life to aét from. Fer. x. 10.
Rom. xiv. 7, 8. Ifa. xxxviii. 19.

B2 Cuar



4 Of the Scriptures.

Cuar IL

Of the Scriptures.

ART. 6. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy
Scriptures for Salvation.

Holy Scripture containeth all Things neceflary to
Salvation; f{o that'whatfoever is not read therein,
nor may be proved thereby, isnot to })e required
of any Man, -that it fhould be bcheved_as an
Article of the Faith, or be thought requifite or
neceflary to Salvation, In the Name of ‘thc
Holy Scriptures we do underftand thofe Canonical
Books of the O/f and New Teffament, of whofe
Authority was never any Doubt in the Church,
aiz. All the Books of the O/ and New Teflament
only,"We apply not the other [viz. Apochryphal
Writings] -to eitablifh any Dottrine by.

Princirre IL

The Word of God (wbich is contained
in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Teftament) 7s the only Rule to direit
us, bow we may glorify and enjoy
bim. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 1 Johni.3, 4.
2 Pet. i. 19, 21.  Eph. 1. 20.

QuesTions Explanatory.
I HAT need is there of a Rule ta diredt us bow
to ghrify and enjoy God 2
& ’ A The
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A. The Creator will be glorified by the reafon-
able Creature, and nothing can be a Rule perfet
enough but his revealed Will. Rom. xii. 2. Eph.
v.g,10. Gal vi.16. Phil. iii. 16. Rom. ii. 18.
Col 1. 9. Heb. xiii. z1.

. What is the Reafou of this ?

A. Becaufe it is meet the Creature fhould be at
the Appointment of the Creator, neither can the
Creature glorify Him, fo as to enjoy Him, without
it be revealed, efpecially fince the Fall. Ja. xlii. 8.
Rom.i. 21. Matt. xv. 9. Fer. viil. 8, 9. Ifa. viii.
16, 20.

Q. How s this Rewvelation made ?

A. By the Doétrine which is according to God-
linefs. 1 Tim.vi. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 6.

IV. Where is this Dodtrine according to Godlinefs te
be found ?

4. In the Holy Scriptures of Truth given by In-
fpiration of God. 2. Tim. iii. 16.

V. Doth not the Light of Nature and Gods Works
Sufficiently acquaint us how to glorify and enjoy God ?

4. They do declare that there is a God, and
that he is to be glorified, but what he is, and how
this is to be done agrecably to his Natvre, by the
reafonable Creature, {o as to enjoy him, cannot be
known thereby only, without further Manifeftation.
Rom. 1. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. andii. 14, 15.
Pjal. xix. 1, 2, 3. Deut. xxix. 29. Mar. x1. 27.
1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, 11.  Mfa. Ixiv. 4, 8. Mac. xvi. 17.
Eph. dii. 5. and 1. 17.

VI. How doth it appear that God Fath given to
Man a Rule for the glorifying and enjoying of bim ?

A. Firfi, Becaufe he gave a Rule to Angels.
Pjal. ciii. 21. 1 Chron, xxi. 15, 27. Gen. xxiv. 7.
1 Kings xiii. 18.  FHeb. 1. 1.

Secondly, Becaufe he made Man for himfelf, there-
fore would guide him to himfelf. Prov. xvi. 4.
Ja. xliit. 7. and Ixvi. 18, 1q.

Thirdly,



6 Of the Scriptures.

Thirdly, He hath made Man a reafonable Crea-
ture, and free Agent, capable of adting by a Rule.
Fob xxxviii. 36. Prov.i. 2. and ii. 2, 3, 6. and
il 5. and xvil. 24, and xv. 14, 2 Tim. i1. 7.

Fourthly, He that made the Creature muft be the
firt Teacker of it.  Deut. iv. 5. Pfal. 1xxi. 17, and
cxix. 102z, 171. Pfal xxv. 8, 9. and xxxiv. 11.
Ya. xxviii. g, 10, Fobnvi. 45.  Pfal. xxvii. 4, 5.
and cxix. 12.

Fifihly, If God give not Man a Rule to guide
him by, he fhould not a& by Counfel ; for Wif-
dom always provides a good Means to accomplith
atight End. /& x1. 13, 14, Ja. xxviii, 29.

Sixthly, Without this, God could not judge the
World.  Rom. v. 13 andiv. 15. 1 Fobniii. 4,
Rom. ii. 16. and iii, 6. Heb. x. 30. Plal. Ixxii. 2.

VII. How doth it appear the Seripture is the Rule ?

4. If God hath given a Rule, it is either in the
Scripture or fome where elfe. If {fome where elfe,
it's moft-likely to be in that Book which vies with
the Scripture, and lays claim to Divine Authority,
wiz. the Alcharon, which doth plainly appear to
any confidering Perfon to be given forth by a Lying
Spirit, and to be hardly fo much as a cunningly de-
vifed Fable. 2 Pet. 1. 16. 2dh, It’s not rational to
argue the Authority of the Scriptures with one that
hath not read them, or at leaft that knows not
the Contents of them. 1 Fobnii. 8. Prov. vi. 23.
32k, The great Mifteries and Light that fhines in
them, argues their divine Authority. Mat_. xiii. 11.
Col. 1. 26, 27. 2 Pet.i. 19, 21.  Mat. xix. 4. and
xxi. 16.  Mark xii. 10.  Lake x. 26,  Mat. xxiv.
15. Rev.i 3. Fer. xxxvio 8. 1 Tim. iv. 13.
Ags viii. 28, 32. 1 Theft v. 27, Eph. iii. 4.
4thly, The Majefty and Power that appeareth in
them. Hofea xiv. g. Pjal. cxiv. 10, 12. ffa. xxvi.

10. Rom.i.16. 1 Cor. 1i. 4. s5thly, The great

Harmony and Confent that is in them, 485 x.74}3.
Fobn
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Fobn v. 39. Laukexiv. 27. 6¢bly, The Witnefs
that the Hearts and Confciences of Men gives unto
them. 2 Cor.iv. 2. Rom. ii. 15. 2 Cor. v. 11.
Heb. iv. 12. Pjal xix. 8, 9. 7thly, Their Efficacy
thro’ the Spiritto convert Sinners. 45 xviii. 28.
Pjal. xix. 7. and li. 13. Mat. xviii. 3.  82bly, The
Holinefs and Purity of them. P/l cxix. 130,
and xii. 6. Prow. xxx. 5. 1 Tim.iil. 9. Heb. x.
22. Phil.iv. 8. Famesi. z7. and iii. 17. 2 Per.
iil. 1. 1 Fobn i1l 3. God needs no Witnefs to
his Word, his Witnets by his Spirit by which they
fpeak, is {ufficient, and whereby the Heart is fully
perfuaded and enabled to clofe with the Truths
contained in the Scriptures as the Word of God.
Fobn xvi. 13. and v. 37. Rom.i. 9. Hob. ii. 4.
and x. 15. - 1 Fobn v. 9. Rew. i 5. and iil. 14.
1 Jebnv. 6. Kev.il. 7,11, 17,29. 1t Pet.i. 11.

1Tim v 1. A5 4. 2 Peri. 21, )

VIIL. Why is the Word of God called the Scrip-

tures ? :
4. 1t's called the Scriptures by the Spirit of God,
and is fo becavfe it's ‘the beft Writing in the Werld.
Called Scriptures: 1 Cor. xv. 3. 2 Tim. iii. 15.
2. Pet. 1ii. 16. ’Tis the beft Book, and the choiceft
Writing in the World.  Fofua i. 8. and xxiii. 6.
Rew. xxit. 7, 18, 19.

IX. Was the Word of God always a avyiiten Rule
2o the Church ?

A. No; the Rule of Religion was always one,
but varicufly adminiftred according to CGod’s wile
Diipenfation and DiltinGion of Times. Fer, vi. 16.
Afsxv. 1. Heb.i. 1. 1 Pet.i. 10,11, 12. Heb.
xiii. 8.

X. Was not the Church before the Scripiures ?

4. The Church was before the Writing of the
Word of God ; but the Church was built upon the
Word as its Foundation, which was in all Ages,
even when not written, Ja. x1. 8. Epb. ii. z0.

2 Per. ii.
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2 Pet.ii. §. 1 Pet. iii. 18, 19. Mae. xvi. 18,
P/al. cxix. 160.

XI. How awas the Word of God difpenfed to the
Church before the Writing of the Scriptures ?

A. By frequent Revelations, the Miniftry of the
Angels and of the Patriarchs, Gen. iil. 13. and
v. 22, and vi. 3, 7, 8, 13, 14: and xii. 1, 2, 3. and
xvii. 2. and xxvii. 15, Gal dii. 19.

XIL Is ot the Word built upon the Authority of
the Church? 1 Tim. iii. 15.

A. No, the true Church hath been in all Ages
entrufted with it, held forth the Truth as a Candle-
ftick, maintained and defended its divine Authori-
ty ; and in that Senfe, as the Church'is built upon
it, fo it's the Pillar and Support of its Miniftry in
‘Subferviency to its great End.  Ja. ii. 3. Rev. 1.
20. 1 Cor. xii. 28. Epb. iii. 9,.10. Mae. xiil.

19.  Fobn Xvii. 6, 14, 19- Ja. viil. 20, Zec.
viii. 3. 3 Fobavii. Col. 1 3, 6. Jja. xxxvil.
19. Mal 1l 6, 7.

X111, What doth the Word of God contain ?

A4 The whole revealed Mind and Will of God
appertaining to his Glory, in the eternal State of

Man, beth Law and Gofpel. 2z Pe i 19. Heb.
iv.z. Cd. iz 2Cor.v.19. Rom.x. 8. Acks
ax. 32. 2 Tim. il 15,106, Gal. i. viil. 9.

X1V. How are the Scriprures ordinarily divided 2

7 Into the Books of the O/ and New Tefla-
ment 2 2 Cor. il 6, 14

XV. What are the Books of the Cl] Teftament ?

A4 The Bocks of the Law and the Prophets,
frem the firft of Genefis to the End of Malacki, ex-
cuding the dpociypha as no Cancnical Scripture.
Rem. ih. 21, Lute xvi. 16, and xxiv. 14, 27, 44
A axvii 23, Mar xio 13,2 Cor. i 14,

N\, H7at are the Books of the New Teitament ?

A The
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4. The Writings of the Evangelifts and Apo
of our Blefled Lord from the Begigrming of Mﬁ‘tﬁ:t::
to the End of the Rewvelation. Epb. iv.11. Heb.i.1.

XVIL. What means a Teflament ?

A. The declared Will of a Teftator unalterably
cor;?{ixlxe? by his Death. Gal. iii. 15.

11. Why are the Writings of Mo

Prophets ml/edb—zbe Ol Tef’cameﬁt ?f Mofes and the

A. Becaufe they chiefly contained.a veiled Gof-
pel, legally difpenfed and tipycally fealed by dying
Sacrifices, whence alfo it was faulty comparatively.
2 Cor. iit. 14. Col i. 26. Heb. vii. 11, 12, 16.
ancsi(‘gi(l. t’;}/z Heb. ix. 17, 18, 19, 20.

XIX. are the Writings of the Evangel;

Apofiles ciz/le(?y the New Tcﬂax;gxen{? B and

A. Becaufe it’s the full and cléar Revelation of
the actual Ratification of the Covenant of Promife
by the Death of Chrift the Teftator, who is the
living Executor thereof. Heb. ix. 13, 14, i;, 16,
17. Rom.xvi. 25, 26.  Mat. xxvi. 28. Markxiv.
24. Luke xxii. zo. 1 Cor. xi. 25, Heb. vil. 2z,
Fobn xiv. 27.  Rev. 1. 18.

XX. Is it neceffary to Salvation that every one um-
derfland all Scripture ?

4 There is a Promife of Bleffednefs to the read-
ing and underftanding all Scripture, in that Mea-
fure of underftanding Men attain to, even of the
moft mifterious Part. Rew. i. 3. but it contains
Milk for Babes {ufficient to Salvation, as well as
Meat for firong Men. 1 Per.ii. 2, 3. Heb v. 13,
14. Fobnxvi.iz. 1 Pet. iii. 15, 16, Fobn xx,
30, 31.

XXI. What's the befp Means to ufe for the Interpre-
tation of Scripture #

4. Next _to earneft Prayer unto God for the Illu-
mination of his Spirit, the beft way to come to the
underftanding of Seripture is, to compare Scripture
with Scripture.  Pral. xviil. 28. -and cxix. 18.

o EP!E i,
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Eph.i. 17,18, 1 Cor.ii. 11,13, 15. Dan. x. 21.
Mark xii. 10.  Laukeiv. 21. Maz. iv. 3, 4, 6, 7.
Fobn xix. 24.

XXII. Why was the Word of God committed to
Writing ?

A. For a ftanding Record of divine Mifteries
unto the Church for Admonition, Inftrufion, and
Confolation, and that Men fhould believe, and be-
lieving have everlafting Life. Exod. xvii. 14. and
xxxii. 16. Hab. ii. 2. Lukei. 3. Rom. xv. 4.
2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. Tit.i.9. 1 Fobnv. 10, 11.

Cuar III

Of the Parts of Godlinefs.

Principre IIL
The Scriptures principally teach what
we are to believe concerning God,
and what Duty God requires of
Man. 2 Tim. 1 13. and il 16.

Questions Explanatory,

I Herein doth the Life of Godlinefs confift, as
tis held forth in the Dogrine of the Old
and New Teftament ?

A. It doth confift in Faith and Obedience. 7:z.
iii. 8. 2 Tim. i 13. Eccl. xii. 13.  Pjal. xxxvii.
3. Afs xxiv. 14, 15, 16, 1 Tim. 1. 19.

I1. What is the Reafon that the Life of Godlinefs
comes under this tawofold Confideration?

4. Becaule
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A. Becaufe the Life of Godlinefs is conformable
to the Doérine of it, which hath thofe two Parts.
t Tim. vi. 1. Tit. 3. 10, 2 Fob. ix. 1 Tim. vi,
10, 14. Eeccl xii. 13. 2 Tim. il 16, 17.

I11. From avhence do thefe Parts of Godlinefs flow?

A. From one and the fame Spring; the Grace of
God in the Promife. 7ir. ii. 11, 12, 13, 14.
2 Pet.i. 3.

IV. Why fay you the Things which the Scriptures
principally teach?

A. Becaufe though all Things in the Canonical
Scriptures have their great Weight, and ought to
be improv'd to growth in fpiritual Underftanding ;
yet the Knowledge of fome is of fuch Concern,
that without them we cannot be faved. Hof iv. 6.
Rom. i. 18. and.ii. 20. and x. 2. 1 Tim. il 4.
Col. iii. 10. 1 Cor. viii. 7. 2 Cor.iv. 6. 2 Tim.
i, 3. 2 Chron. xxx. 22.

V. What is Faith in God?

4. It is Confidence grounded upon Knowledge,
whereby God is trufted in for Life. P/al. ix. 10.
Ja. x. zo. and 1. 10. Gal ii. 19, 20. Pfal
xxxvil. 5. Fer.xvil.7. Fob.v. 40. and vi. 68.

VI. Upon awhat is a divine Faith grounded ?

A. Upan the Authority of God ounly, and his In-
fallible Truth and Faithfulne(s in his Word. "Fob.
iii. 33. Rom.iv. zo. Hab.ii. 3. Tit.i. 2. Heb.
vi. 18.

Ca2 Cuar.



