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* Because I live, ye shall live also.”—JonN xiv. 19.

THE beloved disciple who records this statement of our
Lord seems to have had its truth powerfully wrought in
his own mind ; for he commences his gospel by declaring,
first, the eternity and deity of the Lord Jesus Christ; then,
second, that the same person, Jesus Christ, whom he calls
the Word, is the creator of the universe ; and then, third,
he proclaims this great truth, “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men.” (John i.4.) Now, I believe
that this great and precious truth he learned from the
Lord’s own words, as in our text: “ Because I live, ye shall
live also.” Indeed, the whole of the writings of this
inspired divine may be briefly comprehended in this:
Curist THE L1FE; CHRIST THE LieHT. And this, let
me tell you, is the sum and substance of the believer’s ex-
perience, for there is no light without life, and there is no
life without Christ.

We cannot fail to notice that the beginning of John’s
gospel, the last-written portion of the inspired books,
corresponds to a certain extent with the commencement
of the Book of Genesis ; showing that the inspiration by
which the pen of the apostle was guided is precisely the
same as that which guided the pen of the prophet Moses.

No.10.
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The Alpha and Omega of Scripture is the one and the
same Spirit. “The prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man ; but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peteri. 21.).

Again, in the epistleto the Hebrews: (i.1-3:) *“ Godwho
at sundry times, and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made the world,” “and
upholding all things by the word of his power,” proving
that the Lord Jesus Christ possesses life in himself in its
very essence.

It is plain, then, to the spiritual understanding that
Jesus Christ is at once the source and support of all
created life. God the Father is the fountain of life. So
is also the Son. So is also the Holy Spirit. These three
persons, in the unity of the divine essence called God, is
the only being who is self-existent, uncreated, and eternal.
All other beings depend upon him. He depends on none.
All other beings had a beginning. He had no beginning.
From his existence all other beings have derived their
existence. He is, in the highest and completest sense, the
Living God—JEHOVAHE—the great I aM.

Neither is there any difficulty to the spiritually taught
disciple of the Lord Jesus to identify the Jehovah of the
Old Testament with the Jesus of the New. The same
God who appeared to Moses in Horeb, appeared to John
in Patmos. The same God that proclaimed his name to
the Prophet, “I am 1HAT I AM,” proclaimed his name
to the apostle, “I aAM HE THAT LIVETH.” “I am he
that liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for ever-
more, Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of death.”
(Rev. i. 18.) In Jehovah Jesus, then, all life has its
derivation from Him. He is the first that gives Life.
He is the Original of Life. From him issues, as from a
fountain, the life of every living thing that can be
discovered in the universe of God. The psalmist, in
surveying the wonders of teeming life in all creation, ex-
claims, *“ With thee is the fountain of life.”” (Ps. xxxvi. 9.)
The vital principle of all animated creation is essentially,
necessarily, and originally, in Jesus Christ; he is the spring
and source of all kinds and degrees of life, whether it be
vegetable, animal, rational, spiritual, or eternal.


























































































THE BELIEVERS DELIGHT IN THE
LAW OF GOD.

A SERMON,
BY CHARLES GORDELIER.

PREACHED AT BEEPHZIBAH OHAPEL, DARLING PLACE, NEAR MILE END GATE,

On Lord’s Day Evening, Sept. 25th, 1864.

L ggon I delight in the law of God, after the inward man.”—Rou.
vii. 22.

Ta1s is the language of every sincere believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ. It arises out of his experience of God’s
gracious work in the heart. For having been taught by
the Spirit of truth to see the spirituality of God’s law,
that it is holy, and the commandment is holy, just, and
good ; made to feel the evil and bitterness of sin, and to
know something of the power, bondage, and curse of a
broken law in his conscience, he is then led under the
same teachings to see that in the person of the Lord
Jesus Christ God’s holy law has been perfectly fulfilled
on his behalf, and that a complete atonement has been
made for him, a poor helpless guilty sinner. Thus it is
he is brought into the liberty of the gospel, and by a
sweet testimony in his own soul that he has been re-
deemed from the curse of the law by the precious blood of
Christ, he feels he is no longer under the law as a cove-
nant of works, but serves God according to the rule of the
gospel ; for through the law he is.dead to the law that he
may live unto God, not in the oldness of the letter, but
in newness of the Spirit; he walks not after the flesh but
after the Spirit ; hence he has a joyful sense of what the
apostle has declared : “ There is, therefore, now no con-
dempation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” For the
No. 13.
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law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made him
free from the law of sin and death.

But the language of our text is also used by the mere
professor, the hypocrite, the man who talks the gospel,
but who does not live the gospel. He uses it that he may
pass current in the religious world as one who knows the
truth ; but alas, he knows nothing of its power, whatever
he may know of the letter. He is like the electro plated
articles now used in many places instead of real silver. He
has all the appearance of one of God’s people, but within
there is no genuine work ; he has never been brought into
the furnaceof those heart-searching trials which distinguish
the false from the real; he pretends to delight in the law of
God, but he does not, he has no real love to it; he
cherishes sin in his heart; it is true he curbs it occasion-
ally, but only lest it should discover him and disgrace
him, and so lose his position in society, for this, indeed, is
now what is so much craved after in the professing church.
Unlike the true believer, he knows nothing of the confliet
within, of which the apostle describes in this chapter.
Appeal to his conscience ; press him close as to his expe-
rience, and you will find that the language of his lips is
not the language of his heart, and the first plaunsible
pretext he can find he will quit your company.

But we will leave the hypocrite for the present ; it is
with the believer we have to do ; and here let me say, that
this delighting in the law of God is a good sign of a gra-
cious heart ; it is the character of the man of whom David
expressly says: * Blessed is the man that walketh not in
the council of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he
meditate day and night.” Here we see Old Testament
truth is the -same as New Testament truth. Old
Testament saints and New Testaments saints unite in the
same language, for they have the same experience; and
this is our mercy, we, who have been favoured with the
light of God’s truth, and to know something of its unction
and powcr, know what it is to delight in the law of God
after the inward man. The true believer in Jesus sees it
as being the beauty of holiness. He is pleased with it. He
regards its pure and spiritual precepts as being right and
good, and he finds an unspeakable satisfaction in being
conformed to it.
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Such was the experience of the apostle Paul; it was
the life and power of God’s truth wrought in his heart:
it was not merely a matter of the understanding ; it was
not by any intellectual or reasoning process obtained at
the feet of Gamaliel; but it was the result of the great
promise of the new covenant: “I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will
be their God and they shall be my people.” (Jer. xxxi. 38.)

Now, in attempting tosay a few things on the passage
before us, I confess there 18 something, at first sight,
almost contradictory, or at least paradoxical, in the way
the apostle speaks at different times respecting the law of
God. Paradoxies, however, if I might so say, belong to
the religion of Jesus. Many things are matters of the
believer’s experience which cannot always be readily under-
stood by the mere theorist. Some truths indeed are not
80 opposite to each other as at first might be supposed,
for, on a little closer examination, they are found to be
but parallel truths, running side by side ; as for instance,
the Galatians seemed to have thought that the law was
in opposition to the gospel; and the apostle, in order to
show that it was not, asks the question, “Is, then, the
law against the promises of God?” He replies, “ God
forbid.” (Gal iii. 24.) And he shows that the gospel
which he preached was founded on the same principle,
which as far back as Abraham’s time, had been laid down
by Jehovah as the rule for man’s acceptance with him,
that the way for men to find righteousness with God was
not by the merit of any works to be done, but simply in
the exercise of a certain faith prescribed ; still, though
the law and the promises are distinet things and have
their separate uses, yet they are not contradictory to each
other, for both have the same divine origin from him who
is of one mind : the gospel does not set aside the law on
all accounts, but in fact establishes it; (Rom. iii. 81;)
nor does the law disannul the promises, but is subservient
to them ; and while it is strictly true that ¢ the law came
by Moses, but grace and truti came by Jesus Christ,”
they are, though distinet in their principles, in nowise
o&[:osed to each other, for Jesus bimself says, ¢ Think not
that I am come to destroy the law. I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfil;” (Matt. v. 17;) and 1 trust, that
under the Spirit’s teaching, we shall see what the apostle’s
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meaning is in the text before us, and that we shall be
able to understand how entirely his several statements
agree. O may the Lord grant us in our own hearts to
feel how true it is that the believer in Christ, though not
under the law, but delivered from it, yet does, from his
heart, love it, and delight in it.

Now in order to understand the subject before us, there
are three matters that claim our consideration.

I. What is this law of which the apostle apeaks ?

II?. What is the believer’s position in relation to that
law

III. What are the exercises of his heart towards it ?
and then conclude by making a few inferences by way of
improvement on the whole.

1. What is this law of which the apostle speaks ?

We have no occasion to go far for an answer, the text
itself supplies it. It is, unquestionably, the law of God ; in
other words, the revealed will of Grod, the Creator, as given
to his creature, man. Man, a8 a created being, endowed
with rational faculties, is doubtless under the government
and providence of his Creator. God claims obedience
from him; and in his first estate no more was claimed
from him than he could render. The first law was that
which was given to Adam in Paradise: “ Of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not eat.” Simple
as this law was, it was sufficient to serve the purpose for
which it was given. It was a test of obedience; 1t was a
test of love. So long as he loved his Maker, so long
would he refuse to touch the tree; but when he took
thereof and did eat, he gave evidence his love was gone.
The disobedience existed in principle before its develop-
ment in action. The heart fell from God before the hand
was raised in rebellion.

From the time of Adam’s fall, other laws were given;
these were but parts of the original. The principle of
love being gone, man was without the guiding influence
of his life; he became vain in his imagination, and his
foolish heart was darkened ; aiming to be wise, he became
a fool. Still, fallen as he was, God would not leave him
to his own destruction, in following his own pernicious
ways, and therefore multiplied other laws, more particular,
more defined ; for now, having became ignorant of God,
he needed specific injunctions and specific prohibitions;

D
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*“ For precept must be upon precept, precept upon pre-
cept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and
there a little.” (Isa. xxviii. 10.) All these were parts of
his law ; sometimes more fully expressed than at other
times, but the substance of the original law was ever the
same. A close observation of the age in which the patri-
archs lived will demonstrate this; from the time of Cain
to Enoch, from Noah to Job, from Abraham to Moses.

Then came the law of the ten commandments, the law
that came by Moses, frequently called the moral law;
called so in distinction from the ceremonial or Levitical
law ; the word moral, though not found in Seripture, is
used by divines chiefly for distinction’s sake. The apos-
tle Paul says, “ We know the law is spiritual ;” and so
every believing sinner finds it. No man, until he is re-
newed by the Holy Ghost, can have any true knowledge
of the nature of God’s law.

But what is the nature of this law of Moses? We find
it to be everything that God would have men to do, ex-
pressed under a few heads. Here are enjoined duties to-
ward God and toward our fellow-men. There is also ex-
pressly forbidden all sins against God, and all sins against
our fellow-men. In Micah vi.8, we find the substance of
all these points is comprised thus: “He hath showed
thee, O man, what is good ? and what doth the Lord re-
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God 7"’ Then, again, as is shown
by the Lord Jesus himself, all that has been enjoined,
both in the law and by the prophets, is contained in this
summary: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and mind, and soul, and strength; and thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Here
is the whole will of God respecting man’s conduct to-
wards himself and towards each other. The apostle Paul
puts it in the same way: “ Owe no man anything, but
to love one another; for he that loveth another hath ful-
filled the law; and if there be any other commandment,
it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill
to his neighbour ; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
law.” (Rom. xiii. 8-10.) To the same effect is the apostle
John, throughout his First Epistle. Thus we see, from the
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course of the argument which we have taken, we have
come back to the first principle, where we started—The
love of God is the principle of perfect obedience. Now,
this law of Glod has never been altered or relaxed ; it has
remained immutable; it is holy, just, and good. Man
has altered ; hence his position in relation to that law has
placed him in another condition. This will lead us to
notice the inquiry proposed in the sECOND place.

Za,uEI. What <8 the believer’s position in relation to that

?

This inquiry can only be answered thus, The believer
has been taught by the Spirit that the law is spiritual,
and that he is carnal, sold under sin ; that the law is holy,
just, and good ; he has been taught to see and to feel that
he cannot obey God’s law inany part ; having failed, more
or less, in some part, therefore is guilty of the whole. 1Is
there any hope of escape from the guilt incurred ? Nay,
verily, for if life could have been given by the law, verily
righteousness should have been by the law. (Gal. iii. 21.)

But the believer feels under its curse. Can he make an
atonement ? No ; for death is the penalty; he has already
forfeited his life, and the word of God is, he “will by no
means clear the guilty;” all human attempts are fruitless,
Butwill not future obedience suffice ? No. What, then ? “A
fearful looking for of fiery indignation from a righteous
judge that shall devour him.” This is that which is so
emphatically called “the terrors of the law.” How it bows
a man’s spirit down to the earth; often it is, his “soul
chooseth strangling rather than life.” His soul draweth
near to the gates of despair and death.

Now it is at this point that the good Spirit leads the
distressed and burdened soul to seek life and salvation in
the gospel. Under his gracious teachings he finds there
revealed, that God has accepted the obedience and suffer-
ings of Jesus on the sinner’s behalf, for he has magnified
the law and made it honourable by his perfect obedience ;
he sees that divine justice has been satisfied in the death
of Christ, for he has paid the penalty of a broken law, and
that now nothing more is demanded of either the Surety
or the sinner ; he sees that he is freed from the law as a
covenant of works ; the gospel is now his hope of salvation
and his rule of life both towards God and towards man:
“TFor, says the apostle,” I,*“throughthe law, am dead to the
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law, that I might liveunto God.” (Galii. 19.) Here is some-
thing apparently paradoxical in this statement ; let us look
at it for a moment. By referring back to the 17th verse you
will perceive the apostle is showing that the doctrine of
justification without the works of the law was in no wise
opposed to the doctrine of sanctification, but of absolute
necessity to true holiness; here, in this 19th verse, which
we are now lookingat,hebrings his own case for proof, “for
1, through the law, am dead to the law,” that is, not seeking
life and righteousness by it, nor yet to fear its accusations,
charges, curses, and condemnation; but he was dead to the
moral law as in the hands of Moses, though not as in the
heart of Christ ; for thus it was he lived unto God. He
then asks, Was then that which is good made death unto
me ? He replies, God forbid. Here is, then, in the ex-
perience of the believing soul a wonderful death and a re-
markable life, yet both through the law.

By referring to the chapter from whence we have taken
our text, from the 10th to the 13th verse, we shall be able
to discover a little of what the apostle means about being
dead to the law—it is not a temporal death, for he was
then living; it was not a spiritual or eternal life, for
that he never had in Adam, that is, naturally ; but he is
dead to the law as a covenant of works, as a condition of
life, for this was the covenant under which Adam stood.
As the believer is dead to the law, by virtue of not being
under the first covenant, he is, therefore, dead to sin; so
far as it is not to bear rule over him, for he is not under
the law, but under grace. (Rom vi.14.) To bedead to sin,
through being dead to the law is a mystery to unbelievers
and carnal professors, and so is being dead to the law
through the law, but “they are all plain to him that un-
derstandeth.”

But let us look at this matter a little closer. For in
Jooking at the believer’s position in relation to the law of
God, to which we have just now proved that he is dead,
we have also said, that he lives unto God. How can he
live unto God and yet be dead to his law? What is this
life? In the first place it is not a natural life ; it is not a
legal life ; it is not an external life, a mere pharisaic life ;
but it is a spiritual life, a life imparted by the Spirit of
God, by which the soul is quickened, enlivened, and en-
lighted. In other words, it is the understanding and the
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affections renewed and put in exercise towards God in
Christ. Being united to Christ by a true and living faith,
he has peace, hope, and joy, from a sense of pardoned sin
applied to the conscience by the power of God the Holy
Ghost. He is thus brought to live in the Spirit, to walk
in the Spirit, to mind the things of the Spirit, and being
spiritually minded he has life and peace. Mind you, I am
speaking of the result, not of the process ; the first is, as a
matter of fact, always the same, the other may be sooner
or later, as a matter of the believer’s experience.

This life of the believer consists in living in the strength
and power of the Spirit, therefore called a law. “ The law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made him free
from the law of sin and death.”

* When Jesus’ gracious hand,
Has touched our eyes and ears ;
0, what a dreary land,
This wilderness appears.
No healing balm springs from its dust,
No cooling streamsto quench the thirst.

* Yot long I vainly sought,
A resting place below;
And that sweet land forgot,
‘Where living waters flow.
I hunger now for heavenly food,
And my poor heart cries out for God.”

Such is the experience of the believer when renewed in
the spirit of his mind. As natural life is evidenced by
breathing, motion, appetite, and sense, so is the spiritual
life. The believer lives in conformity with God. He that
dwells with God, walks with God, will aim to be as he is,
without it there is no communion with him. He walks
before God as a child. He walks with God as a friend.
This is the position of the believer in relation to the law
of God. He walks in love.

III. We have now to consider in the THIRD place.
What are the exercises of the believer's heart towards the
law of God?

Liberty from it? No. To live as though there were no
law? No. He delights in it; he feels delivered from it,
that is, from its curse. He looks at it as God the Father
looks at it—as Christ looks at it—as the Holy Spirit looks
at it, Yes, he loves the law of God, and he can say with

D2
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David, “ 0, how I love thy holy law.” I delight to do
thy will, O, God, yea, thy law is within my heart.” “I
delight in the law of God.” He delights in the law of
God because it is God’s law, and because he believes it to
be holy, just, and good, and he delights to walk according
to it in the spirit of the gospel, namely, by the constrain-
ing influence of the love of Christ. “The law of God is
in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.” (Ps. xxxvii.
81)

But so far as striving to inherit eternal life by the per-
fect performance of any one single duty he has no delight
in it whatever, for he feels every effort towards that end
is but an experience of its killing power. “ The law
worketh wrath.”

¢ In vain we ask God's righteous law,
To justify us now;
Since to convinee, and to condemn,
Is all the law can do.”

Nor yet has he any delight in it so far as any personal
merit is concerned ; for if it were possible to effecta justifi-
cation by the works of the law, it would set aside the great
end of Christ’s death. It would set aside faith altogether.
To trust, therefore, to one’s own doings, or to plead them
before God, as the reason of our justification in his sight,
is to make the death of Christ and Redemption by it, alto-
gether a vain thing. I[n fact, it is an appeal to the law
for acceptance with God; whereas, God hath set forth
his own son to be a propitiation, through faith in his
blood. (Rom. iii. 25.)

Now I am aware there are several passages in Scripture
which, apparently, speak very differently to all this. How
shall we reconcile them ? for instance, in Ezek. xviii. 5,
21, 27: “If a man be just, and do that which is lawful
and right, if he hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept
my judgments, he shall surely live, saith the Lord.” Cer-
tainly it would appear to some persons as if eternal life
was to be obtained by one’s own obedience, but leck at
the connection, and I think it will be seen that that is
not the meaning to be attached to it. The lfe there
spoken of is not eternal life, but the blessings of the natural
life. The entire chapter shows that God is vindicating
himself from the unjust charge, wherewith the Jews in
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exile had reproached him, and the rewards and punish-
ments refer to those wherewith God ordinarily marked the
obedience or disobedience of his peculiar people.

Take another instance, in fact two; the gospel by Luke
records both. In the 10th chapter we read of a certain
lawyer coming to Jesue with, “ Master, what shall T do to
inherit eternal life.” Jesus sent him to the law, ¢ This do,
and thou shalt live.” Then in the 18th chapter we read
of a certain ruler who came with, “ Good master, what
good thing shall I do to inherit eternal life.” He too was
sent to the law, ¢ Thou knowest the commandments,” &c.
Now, some will be ready to say, Surely this was as much
as to teach, in both cases, that if they would enter into
life eternal, they must keep the law and earn by their own
doings, salvation as their reward. But no, look at it again,
read both narratives through, see the issue ; see for what
it was that Jesus sent both the lawyer and the ruler to
the commandments. It was to show them that, by the
law, neither of them could be justified. They came to him
thinking that some “good thing” which they should do
was to save them. They wanted to go to the law for their
salvation. Jesus proves to them both that in that way
there was no salvation for them. To the lawyer he proves
that he had not loved even his neighbour as he ought. The
ruler he convicts of not loving God as he ought. So that
when Jesus pointed these men to the law, and said, “ Do
this, and thou shalt live,” he meant, in real truth, to say,
Prove that you hawe kept the law, or can keep the law,
then, and not till then, speak of doing some good thing to
gain etemal life.  Your hope is in vain; appeal to the iw,
you will find it condemn you.

In these, asin all other instances, it will be found that
the doctrine of God’s word is consistent with itself. The
law was never given for man to save himself by keeping
it. From the time of Adam’s disobedience, God has never
called upon man to save himself from eternal life upon the
footing of his own doings. As I said before, the law was
a law of love, it has never altered, nothing could alter it ;
God is unchangeable, and love is the fulfilling of the law.
Man’s disobedience has brought the curse upon himself,
he has become dead to it; but the gospel gives him life,
life in Christ Jesus, and now that he lives to God,he finds
the law is just what it was before the fall, a law of love.
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Under this law he now serves God, not in the oldness of
the letter but in newness of spirit. In other words the
gospel is the believer’s rule of conduct ; the love of God
being shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, he is
under the constraining influence of the love of Christ. As
for his soul’s justification before God that is altogether
another matter ; he looks to the atonement of the Lord
Jesus Christ for redemption, not on the footing of his own
performances ; these are but filthy rags.

¢ The best obedience of my hands,
Does not appear before thy throne ;
But faith can answer thy demands,
By pleading what my Lord has done.”

But to proceed. Having somewhat cleared our way by
removing some of the obstacles that commonly prevent
persons from laying hold of the hope set before them in
the gospel, we would observe, that the very position in
which the believer stands towards the law of God is pro-
ductive of those feelings that canse that law to be a de-
light to him. Instead of its being a terror to him, as it
was in the hand of Moses, he beholds it with delight as in
the heart of Christ—a law of love ; his claim to heavenly
and eternal blessedness is securely established, hig hopes
are fixed, firm, and bright. He is perfectly free from all
fears, apprehensions of guilt ; he no longer trembles at the
strictness with which once the law menaced him. His
standing in Christ, his covenant head, renders the law de-
lightsome in itself. He isnot only one in covenant union
with the eternal three, but he is also one with the law of
God, both in its nature and in its tendency; loved with an
everlasting love, drawn with an everlasting love, kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation, he cannot
but be delighted with that law of love which has united
him in the bonds of an “everlasting covenant ordered in
all things and sure.” He is no longer a slave under a legal
dispensation, but is redeemed from the curse of the law by
the death of Christ, that he might receive the adoption of
his divine sonship, and have fellowship with God his
Father.

¢ To see the law by Christ¥fulfilled,
And hear his pardoning voioe,

Changes the slave into a child,
And duty into choice,"”
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The exercises of the believer towards the Son of God
is also seen by the peculiar manner in which he delights
in it. I is afler tl£ inward man. By the inward man,
i8 to be understood the “new man;” which may be
viewed either as the new principle of grace in itself con-
sidered or the soul itself considered as renewed. The
phrase is peculiar to the apostle Paul, and occurs only
in 2 Cor. iv. 16, and Eph. iii. 16. Analogous phrases,
‘“the new man,” as opposed to the *old man,” (Rom.
vi. 6; Eph. iv. 22; Col. iii. 9,) confirm this view. The
use of the terms “inward man,” * the law of the mind,”
“ the Spirit,” “the spiritual man;"” as opposed to “the
law in the members,” “ the old man,” “the flesh,” “the
natural man,” shows that the former allindicate the rege-
nerated soul, or as the seat of the Spirit’s influences, and
the latter the soul as unrenewed. As it is the soul, when
in union with the body, that constitutes the person, so
when the soul is regenerated, it is the believer's self that
has undergone the divine change; it is ke who feels it;
he has the consciousness of it. This is the “I” which is
to be understood as being represented when the apostle
speaks of himself as, “ It is no more I that do it, but sin
that dwelleth in me ;" and this is the “I,” the renewed
self, that delights in thé law of God. It cannot but be
so from the very constitution of the case, for there is an
homogensity of nature in the Spirit that renews the soul,
and in the soul that is renewed. This is how it is that
John declares he that is born of God cannot commit sin.
Whatever may be the conflict between the two principles
of grace and sin, or laws, as the apostle terms them, in
the person of the believer, he, being made spiritual, re-
newed in the spirit of his. mind, can clearly distin-
guish between the nature of each principle working in
him ; for, being spiritually discerned, he is able to know,
as well as to feel, the power of sin and the reign of grace.
And when he says, “ I delight in the law of God after the
inward man,” he means his self,—his renewed self. You
can understand the clear distinction he makes between
his flesh and his spirit as to the two principles or laws
which have a conflicting rule over him. “8So, then, with
the mind, I myself serve the law of God; but with the
flesh, the law of sin.”

Now, dear friends, what can you say about this repre-
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gentative pronoun, “I”? Will this little pronoun, “I,”
be sufficient for you to use as indicative of your feelings
toward the law of God? Can you adopt the language of
the apostle, as the result of the Spirit’s work in your
heart, and say, “I delight in the law of God after the
inward man?” If so, happy are ye. God has begun a
work in your soul that he will never leave; he will carry
on his work of faith with power to the day of Jesus
Christ.

Where God’s work is begun, God must be loved, and
all belonging to him must be loved. If the believer loves
God, he loves his will. God’s will is his law; God is love;
his law is love. The believer delights in it,—loves it. It
is the love of God that actuates his inward man; they are
of one nature. What a spring of happiness is here!
Here is the supply of the Spirit of Christ constantly
flowing out in the affections of the believer towards God,
delighting in his law, rejoicing in it. To him it is a per-
fect law of liberty. He has the joy of salvation; for it is
a full salvation as it is a free salvation. He has pardon,
Jjustification, acceptance, everlasting life, glory; all be-
stowed upon him by virtue of God’s choice of his person
in Christ; confirmed to him by the obedience and death
of Christ, and brought to a personal participation of these
blessings by the operation of God the Holy Ghost. This
is the man who says, “I delight in the law of God after
the inward man.”

Having considered the chief points comprised in our
text and its connection, we will now conclude by making
a few inferences by way of improvement.

1. That it is the distinguishing characteristic of the true
believer in Chyist that he delights in the law of God.
The love of Christ constrains him. His grace has en-
abled him to take his yoke upon him; he finds it easy,
and the burden light. His commandments are not grie-
vous. He says, with David, “Thy law is very pure,
therefore doth thy servant love it.” He has David’s
heart and mind. He prays for a clean heart when feeling
the foulness of the old-Adam heart and its desperate
wickedness. He prays for a right spirit to be renewed
within; the former spirit under which he was governed
was all wrong, and, while it was so, everything went
wrong in his own soul and between him and his God.
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‘When this is done, and, indeed, while it is being done, he
then delights in the law of God after the inward man;
for he has no fear of its curse. The law of God is in his
heart.

2. That a true delight in the law of Godis an unspeakable
blessing. It proves God’s gracious work in the soul. It
is a good sign ; for he hates all sin; he loves all God’s
will. He feels, though carnal by nature, yet by grace
divine, he loves the spirituality of God’s law. He knows
it is holy, just, and good. He knows where God is he
shall be:

¢ The holy to the holiest leads;
From thence his hopes arise;
And he that in his statutes treads
Shall meet him in the skies.”

8. That to delight in the law of God after the inward
man 18 a clear proof of the believer’'s conformity to the
tmage of the Lord Jesus. Being united to the Lord
Jesus Christ by a true and living faith, as the branch of
the vine is united to the root, he daily and constantl
draws all supplies from his fulness, grace for grace. H‘é
looks to Jesus for all grace, power, goodness, and willing-
ness to serve him with the mind; though with the
flesh, on account of its weakness, yet against his own in-
clination, his better judgment, he serves the law of sin.
He finds, just as Jesus said it was, “ The spirit truly is
willing, but the flesh is weak.”

4. That those who delight in the law of God prove it by
their general consistency of temper, habits, and deportment
of life. This is too plain to be denied. By the fruit,
the tree is known. ¢ Herein,” says our Lord, “is my
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” “ Jesus gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good
works.” Therefore, he that thinks the gospel leaves him
liberty to walk before the men of the world, or his house-
hold, according to his fleshly inclinations and habits,
knows nothing truly of the gospel.

5. That it is unjust to charge such persons who delight
in thelaw of God, according to the apostle’s doctrine, with
holding loose principles, or to suppose that such sentiments
promote licentious conduct. 1 think it right to protest
against the calumnies that are so foully spread against
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the truth of God, as well as against those who love it.
The prejudice that is created against the truth and the
people themselves, is extraordinary. Nevertheless, I am
persuaded that the calumnies which pharisaic preachers
and others spread in regard to persons who hold the
views I advocate, and also in regard to the places where it
is preached, do not so much arise from their sincere belief
as 1t is that their object is to make merchandise of the peo-
ple whom they thus prejudice; it is to scare them away from
the places where the truth as it is in Jesus is preached,
and to get them into their own houses. (2 Pet. ii. 8.)
We are called antinomians, and I know not what else
besides; but it is the hoarse bark of the wolf to frighten
the sheep of Christ, and to hound them away from the
fold of the true gospel. Friends, beware of these sleeky
professors of religion. It is you they want to catch. It
18 these places they want to shut up,—I speak their own
words.

6. The man of the world mnever delights in the law
of God. Unregenerate, carnal, worldly in all his views,
spirit, maxims, and policies, he is governed by principles
in entire opposition to the gospel of Christ. Man of the
world! I appeal to your conscience. You know I am
speaking the truth.

The self-righteous Pharisee, he never delights in the law
of God, though seeking life and salvation by it. Proud
and boasting of his own doings, he is misled by the
blindness of his understanding.

The licentious hypocrife, he, too, never delights in the
law of God. He says he does; but he is false. Look
at his conduct! What is his character at home and
abroad? He knows he loves sin; he knows he is ever
trying to hide with his cloak of profession, and, appa-
rently, a sound cteed, a deformed and ugly image of the
man of sin. But God’s curse is upon him, and it will
find him out. :

May the Lord bless his own word to his own people,
establish them in the faith, and lead them to know more
and more, by sweet experience, what it is to delight in
the law of God after the inward man. Amen.

A. GADSBY, PRINTER, 10, CRANE COURT, FLERET STRREET, E.C.
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* That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour

the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the
Father which sent him.”—Jonx v. 23.
Havine read the chapter whence the text is taken, you
scarcely need to be reminded of its connection; but it
will be proper to observe that these words are the words
of him who spake as never man spake ; they are thewords
of the incarnate God, words enjoining a most solemn
duty upon all who name the name of Christ. And when
we remember the object for which this gospel was written,
(see 20th chap., 81st verse,) we must acknowledge our
text possesses a most significant importance. These words
are recorded to the intent “that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye
might have life through his name.”

You will perceive from the 18th verse, that the Jews, in
their zeal to defend the doctrine of the Divine Unity, con-
tended against Jesus for asserting his divine Sonship, his
co-essentiality and his co-equality with his Father, and
for which they conspired his death. It was, indeed, a
zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. Misled
and puzzled with the traditions of the elders, they under-
stood not the Secriptures which pointed out Jesus of
Nazareth to be “ he which should have redeemed Israel.”
Not searching the Scriptures which testified of him, they
‘missed the mark, and consequently failed to see in his
Person, his doctrine, and in the works which he did,
Jehovah incarnate. Sufficient testimony had been ad-
duced to the natural senses of these stubborn Jews, that

No. 13.~3econd Edition, Revised, with Addenda.
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Jesus was the Christ of God; but they refuscd the evi-
dence. These builders rejected this “stone” for their
foundation ; they fell foul upon it; “they were snared,
taken, and broken,” and to this day the vail remains upon
their hearts.

Corresponding with the blindness and opposition of
the Jews, there have been, throughout all ages of the
Christian church, men who have wholly or partially re-
jected and opposed the doctrine of the Trae and Essential
Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and, more or less, the
church of Gtod has been deceived and injured by this old
leaven of the Pharisees; hence it has always been needful
to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the
saints. Arians, semi-Arians, Sabellians, Socinians, and
others, who, either from a selfish love of advancing their
own notions, too proud to stoop to the simple teachings
of Seripture, or purposely lying in wait to deceive with
cunning craftiness, have insiduously incorporated heresy
with the truth. In some instances the mischief has
worked silently and unperceived for a time. In others, it
has quickly shown itself rampant and destructive to all
vitality in religion, not shrinking openly to blaspheme the
name of the Lord Jesus.

Now, there are times and seasons when the foundation
truths of our faith should be more explicitly stated and po-
sitively asserted than in ordinary. The present occasion,
our first anniversary of the re-opening of this place, ap-
pears to me a fitting opportunity ; and, as the subject is
of the utmost importance, let me bespeak your patient
and candid attention; and I pray that he whose office it
is to testify of Jesus may not only open our understand-
ings to understand the truth as it is in Jesus, but that
we may each have a sweet, experimental proof of his love
and goodness, and that he may complete his work of faith
with power. Our subject is the most exalted we can con-
ceive of; and if we have been led by the Spirit to hold
the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience, we shall
not fail to have the most exalted views of the Person of
our ever blessed Lord and Saviour.

As to the plain meaning of the words before us, it ap-
pears to me thus: The Person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, is to be regarded, esteemed, loved, re-
verenced, praised as co-essential and co-equal with the
Father ; the same attributes that ave ascribed to God the
Father, such as his self-ewistence, eternity, omnipresence,
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omniscience, omnipotence, and also his wisdom, truth, love,
and goodness, are also to be ascribed to the Son of God.
The man who hath low views of the deity, eternity, and
self-existence of Jesus Christ, hath low views of God the
Father; for Jesus Christ and the Father are essentially
ONE; and whatever is affirmed of the Father is also affirmed
of the Son. But, further, as there is no God but Jehovah,
subsisting in the personalities of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, so he who withholds proper homage and worship
from one, withholds it from all. He who would refuse to
honour the Father, could not be said to honour God; and,
in like manner, he who honoureth not the Son, honoureth
not the Father. Let me ask, Has not the Father de-
clared that the Son shall be honoured ? He who refuses
to do it, disobeys the Father, for they are equal. He who
denies the one, denies also the other. The sime views
and feelings which lead us to honour the Father, will also
lead us to honour the Son; for the evidence of the self-
existence of the Son, his deity, and his eternity, is the
same as that of the Father. It is, therefore, to my mind,
an absurdity to talk of honouring attributes in the Father,
and not in the Son; and I cannot but regard this vindica-
tion of our Lord, of his personal honour and deity, as being
worthy of the gravest consideration.

I shall now attempt to consider the text in its various
aspects, and shall then endeavour to draw such inferences
as I think the subject will legitimately warrant.

‘We cannot, of course, consider the Person of the Lord
Jesus Christ without the particular relation which it
bears to the doctrine of the Trinity in the Unity of the
Divine Essence ; and here let it be understood, I shall not
attempt to explain or establish any point upon the prin-
eiples of Auman analogy. I look upon the system of ana-
logical reasoning on this subject as the frmtful source of
all those wide-spread and pestilential errors which have
troubled the church of God. I may, perhaps,occasionally
refer to some of the analogies employed; but, so far as
my own argument is concerned, I shall endeavour to keep
close to the word of God, receiving it in its plain and un-
adulterated sense.

The proposition now before us is, that Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, should be honoured even as the Father, because,

1. That he is of the same indivisible nature and essence
of subsistence with the Most High, the self-existent and ever-
living Qod, God the Futher.
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Our Lord is expressly spoken of and called the Son of
God, and the only-begotten Son of God, and even God's
own proper Son, the Son of the living God, all of which
import his being of thesame nature with his Father. Now,
those who reason from analogy know very well that in all
created life the offspring is of the same nature as the pa-
rent; but human analogy fails to explain the doctrine of
Christ’s Sonship, for the Lord Jesus Christ is called the
only-begotten Son of God, which necessarily implies more
than a son by creation or adoption. Certainly it cannot
refer to his extraordinary conception as man, because it is
spoken, not of the flesh or human nature, but of the Wozp
that was made flesh. To say that the only-begotten Son
of God is meant of the extraordinary conception or birth
of Christ as man, is to say that Christ is not the Son of
God the Father at all, but of the Holy Ghost, for that
was his work ; and, consequently, Christ is not the Son of
God at all with them who deny the Holy Ghost to be
God ; and this is a plain contradiction of the words them-
selves, which expressly declare that Christ is the only-
begotten Son of God. The word only-begotten properly
respects the nature or essence, and not at all the peculiar
manner of the miraculous conception. It evidently signi-
fies one alone begotten of that nature; such a Son as God
has never another. Hence it is (Rom. viii. 32) that
Christ is called God’s own proper Son, which he could not
possibly be if he were not of the same nature or substance
with God the Father; for it is plain, he that is of another
substance is no proper son, no own son at all; but God
the Father being Christ’s own proper Father, and Christ
his own proper Son, this necessarily imports that Christ is
God’s Son, and God Christ’s Father, in the most proper
acceptation of the words. And if it were not so, God the
Father would not be a proper Father, nor a Father from
eternity ; to assert which, says an old divine, would lead
to atheism, for unto us believers there is but one God the
Father. (1 Cor.viii.6.) Take away God the Father, and
you take away the One God. But further, Christ is such a
Son of God as to have all the perfections of God the Father
in him, essentially considered as God. Christ is an eter-
nal, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent Son. He is
such a Son of God as is himself “ the only wise God;” and
therefore we must, indeed, we cannot but, conclude that he

is such a Son as is co-essential and co-eternal with his
Father.
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Oh! says one, you are a believer in a “begotten God!”
No, my friend, I am not, nor are any who hold the doc-
trine I am setting forth; but I am fully aware of the
mischievous intent of those who make this charge. Not
only is it unfair that such an inference should be drawn
from the views thus taken of Christ’s Person, but, gene-
rally speaking, those who so assiduously and so industri-
ously circulate this foul slander know full well we hold no
such belief. It has been contradicted times out of num-
ber; and if truth could but perform its office, we should be
told that being foiled in establishing their own pernicious
fancies and having their designs unmasked, they have re-
course to scurrilous falsehoods and abusive language to
serve their own private ends and party spirit.

But we will go on to observe :

2. Christ the Son is of the same indivisible nature with
his Father, because the same attributes of God the Father,
considered as the only true God, are ascribed to him.

Jehovab, by the prophet Isaiah, (chap. xliv. 8,) describes
himself thus: “T am the first and I am the last.” After
the same manner Christ also describes himsell to his ser-
vant John: “I am the first and the last.” (Rev.i.17.)
So that the Lord Jesus Christ the Son, essentially con-
sidered, is absolutely the first Being as well as God the
Father. There is none other before him or after him. He
is an eternal, independent, self-existent Being, the only
Potentate and sovereign Lord of the Universe, having life
in himself, and “ upholding all things by the word of his
power.” This description belongs to Christ, necessarily
and evidently, as he 1s the first and the last. He who is
the first must needs be eternal, becanse he hath no begin-
ning, but hath always been, eternally and essentially. Christ
is the first Being, not the first creature, as the semi-Arians
assert. He is an independent Being. He is God of himself ;
that is, he owes his being to no other, for if he did, he
could not be the first ; because, if his being were from an-
other, the other must be befere him, els2 the effect would
be before the cause. Christ, as the first Being, must
needs have life in himself; because there was no other to
give him life. He is life, essentially, necessarily, inde-
pendently, and eternally. Thus it is that Christ is said
to have life in the same manner that God the Father has
it—as the Father hath life in himself. (John v.26.) So
that however perfect, however glorious the Father’s life
is 8o every way perfect and glorious is the life of the Son;



6 THE DIVINE AND ETERNAL SONSHIP

it being essentially the very same life, because it is the
life in and of himself, and no being but One can so have
life ; for the second and every other being has life from
the first. Therefore Christ, having life in himself, is the
first and the last, the only independent Being. He is thus
distinguished from all creatures; for they derive their life
from him, and thus is he proved to be the one true God
with the Father.

3. Christ the Son ts of the same nature with the Father,
because he has the same glorious names, titles, and attri-
butes expressly ascribed to him that are ascribed to God the
Father.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is not only expressly, but pro-
perly and absolutely, called God. He is called God, with-
out limitation or restriction, John i. 1: “ The Word was
God,” or, as Wyecliffe has it, ¢ God was the Word.” Acts
xx. 28: “Feed the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own -blood.” 1 Tim. iii. 16: “ God was
manifest in the flesh;” and in Heb. i. 8: “ Unto the Son
he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” These
passages plainly indicate that Christ is God, not only in
name, but in being essentially so. He is expressly called
“the mighty God;” (Isa. ix. 6;) “God blessed over all.
Amen;” (Rom. iz. 5;) “the great God;” (Tit. ii. 18;)
“the true God.” (1 John v. 20.) 8o that these expres-
sions which are here applied to Christ are the same as
those which declare the Father to be God.

But again: Christ is most properly called God, becaunse
the essential name of God—Jehovah—is expressly given
to him in many places of holy writ, as in Isa. xL. 8; Jer.
xxiii. 6; Cen. xix. 24; Zech, x. 12. Therefore Christ is
the very same God with the only true and most high God;
for Jehovah is but one essence, or one God. God’s name
alone is Jehovah; (Ps. Ixxxiii. 18;) Christ’s name is Je-
hovah ; therefore he is God. Jehovah is that very name,
the glory of which God will not give to another. (Isa.
xlii. 8.) But Christ has the glory of that name, therefore
he is not another being, but is, essentially considered, the
very same God that the Father is. Christ has all the essen-
tial properties that God the Father has. What is proper
to Gl:)d the Father is proper to God the Son. Is God the
Father everlasting ? so is Christ. The true God knows
all things; so does Christ. (John xxi. 17.) God is infinite,
everywhere present; so is Christ. (Matt. xviii. 20.) He
is the Almighty, who is, and was, and is t> come ; immu-
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table, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. And
where texts speak of Christ having an inferior or subordi-
nate condition, these will be found to have reference to his
human nature only, of him considered in the office or ca-
pacity of Mediator.

4. Jesus Christ the Son of God is of the same indivisible
nature or essence with the Father, because it is expressly
declared in God’s word that they are ONE.

Our Lord Jesus himself says so: “I and my Father are
One;” that is, one being, one substance, essence, or nature.
In this sense the Jews understood him, and they believed
that thereby he made himself such a Son of God as was
of the very same nature with God; and therefore it was
that they deemed it blasphemy, and declared that he was
worthy of death. Now, if they had misunderstood the
sense which Jesus intended to convey, surely he would
have corrected their mistake, and he would have told
them plainly that he did not mean to make himself equal
with God. But Jesus does not say they mistook his
meaning, but goes on to vindicate and defend what he had
said in the very sense the Jews had taken it, namely, that
he was one with the Father in nature or being, “because
he did the works of his Father.” He told them emphati-
cally that * whatsoever things the Father did, these also
he did likewise.” (Verse 19.) Now this could not be
said of any nor of all the creatures which God has made;
therefore we find he exhorts them, from the plain and full
argument of his doing the same works the Father did,
that they would know and believe that * the Father is in
him, and he in the Father;” that is, essentially, there
being a mutual in-existence and co-existence in and with
one another, else it would not prove his assertion, namely,
that he did the same works the Father did. Further,
that Christ the Son is of the very same nature with God
the Father, is also proved from Jno. viii. 19, where it is
said, “If ye had known me, ye would have known my
Father also. Hence, I conclude, it necessarily follows
that THEY ARE ONE. How can it be otherwise, if he who
knows the one should certainly know the other also? for
in no two other persons, that 1s, a father and his son, can
it ever be said, that if we know the one, we necessarily
know the other. Certainly not; for every man has the
whole nature of man distinet in himself and dividedly
from another man. Therefore, if by knowing God the
Son we know God the Father, it is because they are one and
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the very same undivided nature. Now this truth appears
to me most evidently proved from 1 Johnv. 7; “ And
these Three are One.” You see they are expressly said
to be one, and, therefore, ¢ they are ONE”—one in being,
nature, essence, substance. The Three here spoken of are
not one Person, for they are three Persons. There cannot
be any other view of Father and Son but as of two Pér-
sons. They are not barely in agreement or consent, as
three partners in a business firm, for then it might be
said, ag in the 8th verse, “and these three agree in one;”
but it is not said so, but that “ THEY ARE ONE.” There
is a plain distinction. The three that bare witness or
record in heaven are said “to be One,” that is, one and
the very same God ; for the record that is borne by the
three in heaven, is in verse 9 called the witness of God;
not witnesses in the plural, but in the singular. The
same evidence we have in the command for believers’ bap-
tism, to be administered in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

I hope I have made myself explicit on this important
point. I have tried to do so. To understand divine
truth in a divine light, we must give up all human analo-
gies and carnal notions of it.

5. Thot Jesus Christ 1is the same Qod with God the Fa-
ther, essentially considered, because he doeth the same most
mighty works, and after the same manner that God the
Father dosth them.

These works to which I refer are such as are truly
divine, God-like; such as no being but a being of infinite
wisdom, power, perfection, and goodness, can possibly do,
and such as are expressly and properly in the word of God
attributed to the Lord Jesus Christ, as they are to God
the Father.

The works of creation and preservation are ascribed to
Jesus Christ. He is the great Creator of all things.
¢ All things were made by him, and without him was not
anything made that was made.” (John i. 8.) «All
things were created by him and for him, and he is before
all things, and by him all things consist.” (Heb. i. 10.)
And it is also said: “He upholds all things by the word
of his power.” (Heb. i. 13.) So that it is certain that
Christ hath not only done these bright and mighty works
which none but God can do, but he did them in a God-
like manner as God the Father did them, as immediately,
as easily, as irresistibly, and as independently. ook at
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the miracles which he wrought in his incarnate state.
One word from his mouth, one touch of his hand, some-
times without either; whatever Jesus willed, his almighty
power performed, for he is Good alone.

To suppose that Christ was only an instrument in the
work of creation is most absurd. It is a contradiction of
God’s word, and it is blasphemous. Are we not expressly
told that God ALONE made the heavens and earth.
Therefore he had no instrument. “He spake and it was
done.” (Ps. xxxiii. 6, 9.) *“All things were made by
him ”’ and for him, for his honour, use, and service. He
is the last end of all things, but not so are instruments. I
wonder sometimes that men who deny the Son, do not
say that God the Father is only an instrument in crea-
tion ; for all things are said to be by him. (Heb. xi. 36.)
Those who receive God's word as there revealed, can easily
believe that all things were made by Christ, and for him;
and that “ whatsoever things the Father doeth, these also
the Son doeth likewise.” His eternal power and God-head
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made.

6. That Jesus Christ is essentially and eternally the
same with God the Father, because his personality is identi-
JSed as the same throughout the history and work of re-
demption.

In the epistle to the Ephesians (i. 4) the apostle speaks
of the Church of God being chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. Now, I cannot believe that God
chose his people in a Christ that did not pre-exist—a
mere name. A nominal Christ is surely not the Christ of
God, though he appears to be so according to many pro-
fessors. The good pleasure of the Father’s will which he

urposed in himself was not prospective in regard to the
%erson of his Son. No, surely, for his eternal purpose he
purposed ¢z Christ, (Eph. iii. 11,) a proof of Christ’s ex-
istence before his incarnation; and in verse 12, we read:
“ He trusted in Christ.”” Was this a Christ only in pur-
pose, or a Christ then in being, think you? Evidently
the Person of Christ is co-eternal and co-equal with the
Father, or the Father could not have chosen his people in
him. He was the Son of God before he became the
Christ, the anointed of God the Father. The personality
of his Sonship is the basis of his mediatorship, and hence
he is the author of eternal redemption.

Passing by several notable passages, we will just okserve
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on Zech. ii. 10. 'The Lord speaking by the prophet
of the fulfillment of Eph. i. 10, (God’s eternal purpose.)
saith: “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; for lo, I
come, and I dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lorp.”
Here, you perceive, it is God who speaks. And to what
period does he refer? Certainly to no other than the in-
carnation of himself ; the going forth of Jehovah in per-
sonal acts for the gathering together of his people and
for their redemption.

Turning now to Luke ii. 11, when the birth of the
Saviour was announced to the shepherds by the angel, he
said: “Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Cmrist THE Lozp,” not @ Lord, but
the Lord—the Lord of glory. (1 Cor. ii. 8.) Here is the
character, the Person, and his one name declared to be he
who is, and was, and is to come; the personality of Jesus
as the self-existent God being too plain to be denied on
the principles of language. Here, then, is the identity of
the same person as foretold and expected; they did not
refer to what he was to be, but to what ke ¢s, both in Per-
son and character, the infinite I AM-—he, “the Lord,
which is, and which was, and which is to come, the
Almighty.” (Rev. i. 8.)

Now refer to Matt. xxviii. 6. Again we have angels’
testimony to the identity of Jesus the Lord: they speak
not of his body merely, but of his Person entire, they do
not deem him as a dead man placed in the grave, but
they speak of him as what he is, 7.e. what he ever was—
THE Lozp: “Come, see the place where the Lord lay "—
his Person—his own act and deed in lying in the grave.
Ah! my friends, there is more divinity in that angelic
sentence, than has ever been uttered by mortal man; for
in it I see the God-man, during the period of death, still
the willing substitute of his church, entering the portals
of the grave to pay the last mite of their penalty taa
broken law.

Then, again, in Acts ii. 86, and 1 Cor. ii. 8, we have
the testimony of two apostles, who speak of him who was
crucified as “the Lord of glory;” “both Lord and
Christ ;> and observe, too, in Eph. iv. 8-10, his ascension
to heaven is spoken of as being the same as mentioned in
Psalm lxviii. 18, and his descension is spoken of in the
same manner; both of his own will, which no creature
could do, or could be—both die and lie in the grave of his
own self. Jesus must have been the Lord of life and
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glory to have overcome death; and his triumphant en-
trance into heaven is celebrated in Psalm xxiv. 7-10:
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come 1in.
‘Who is the King of glory ? The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye
gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the
King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory ?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.” So that
throughout the Scriptures, from the period of God the
Father choosing his people in Christ, to the time of his
incarnation, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension,
all combine to fix the identity of the Person of the Lord
Jesus Christ the same with God the Father, essentially
considered, the same God as the Father. In the contem-
plation of these great truths, we unite with the apostle
in exclaiming : “ Great iz the mystery of godliness; God
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory.” (1 Tim. iii. 16.)

I pass on to notice also, under this head, that the great
and glorious work of redemption and complete salvation,
which is said to be God’s work, is likewise said to be the
work of Christ. There is no other salvation for men but
that of Christ: “ There is none other name under heaven
given among men.” (Acts iv. 12.) Beside him there is
no Saviour—he is God. (Isa. Ixiii. 11.) And when he
would pour in the consolations of his grace to the trou-
bled and overwhelmed heart, he bases the promise upon
his immutableness, and declares of himself: “I am the
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel,”—the true spirit-
ual Israel. It is God who hath chosen his people to
grace and glory, so has Jesus. None can forgive sins but
God only. Christ does forgive sins; therefore he is the
only true God. It is God alone who quickens sinners
when dead in sin ; Christ is that great God who quicken-
eth whomsoever he will. Believers are called the sons of
God by virtue of God the Father’s love; Christ has the
same power. (Johni. 12.) He Eives to his people eter-
nal life, and he wills of ‘himself their eternal glorification
with him and the Father. (John xvii. 24.)

7. That Christ the Son is the same in Essence with God
the Father, because the very same things which are posi-
tively spoken of the Most High God in the Old Testament
are attributed to Christ in the New Testament.
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There can be no difficulty to the spiritually taught dis-
ciple of Christ in ascertaining that he who is called Jeho-
vah in the Old Testament is the same as he who in the
New Testament is called Jesus, the Christ. If in the
Old Testament we find expressly ascribed such and such
things to the great Jehovah, the only true God, and the
New Testament declares these very things of Christ, it
must needs follow that Jesus is the only true God. Let
us just mention a few instances out of many where they
occur. He who proclaimed the law on Mount Sinai was
Jehovah, the Most High God. Now, it is certain that
Christ was he who did so. (Actsvii. 37,38.) The psalm-
ist tells us that he whom the Israelites tempted and pro-
voked was the Most High God. (Ps. Ixxviii. 50.) The
apostle Paul tells us expressly that it was Christ they
tempted. (1 Cor. x. 9.) Therefore, Christ is the Most
High God. Again, Psalm x. 2 holds out the great God
in his eternity and unchangeableness, and as the Creator
of all things; and the same attributes are ascribed to
Christ in Heb, i. 10~12. Isaiah tells us that “ the Lord
of Hosts, besides whom there is no God, is the first and
the last; (Isa. xliv. 6;) and John the divine tells us ex-
pressly that Jesus “is the first and the last;” therefore
he is the Lord of Hosts, besides whom there is no God.
“ He who ascended up on high and led captivity captive,”
the psalmist calls God and Lord. And the apostle Paut
agsures us that he who ascended is he who descended into
the lower parts of the earth, and he who descended is the
same who ascended far above all heavens, that he might fill
all things, (Eph.iv. 7-9,) which is certainly meantof Christ
Jesus. And again, searching the heart, trying the reins, &e.,
are prerogatives which the greatJehovahascribes to himself
by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah ; (Jer. xvii. 10;) and
this is what Jesus as the Son of God precisely declares of
himself: “ All tho churches shall know that I am he
which searcheth the reins and hearts; and I will give
unto every one of you according to your works.” (Rev.
ii. 23.) This argument must needs be good with all
those who take God's word as they find it, and his inter-
pretation of it. What is spoken in the Old Testament
of the only true God,—God himself interprets of Christ
in the New. That in Isaiah xl. 3-5, is spoken of the
great Jehovah, the Lord our God; and whosoever denies
1t to be spoken of Christ, contradicts all the four evan-
gelists, for they apply it to him. Surely none can deny
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the Lord Jesus Christ to be the only living and true God,
if they believe God’s own explication of the word. 1f
our hearts are humble we shall receive it and believe it.
We cannot be deceived in so doing.

8. I come now to consider the last part of my argu-
ment, and which has a close proximity to the doctrine of
my text: That Jesus Christ 18 the same in nature with
God the Father, because the same worship must be paid to
them both.

Not only worship, but the very same divine worship in
all the parts and degrees of it must be given to the Son
as to the Father. This is clear, I think, from the very
words of my text. Whatever divine and excellent wor-
ship the most holy men do or can pay to God the Father,
that worship in all its height and excellency must be given
unto the Son, or else we directly deny the doctrine of our
text. Here is no distinetion of religious worship, nor any
inequality or inferiority in the worship that is given to
the Son and God the Father ; but quite the contrary; we
are to worship them both alike. The Son we must wor-
ship, even as we worship the Father; and unless we thus
honour the Son, we honour mot the Father. Their
honour is inseparable. Divine worship is that honour and
service we give to God, as to a Being of infinite perfec-
tion, as our Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor, and the
fountain of all our happiness. Jesus Christ is a Being of
infinite excellences; he is our Creator, Preserver, Redeemer,
and the fountain of all divine fulness and happiness;
therefore he must be worshipped. He must have paid
unto him all the internal and external acts of worship.
God is a Spirit, and they who worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth. Christ is God, and they who
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth,
even as they worship the Father; and like as the Father
geeketh such to worship him, so does our Lord Jesus
Christ. Hence it is he says: “ All men should honour
the Son even as they honour the Father.”

Again. We must believe in Christ, the same as wo be-
lieve in God. This our Lord says himself: “ Ye believe
in God, believe also in me.” And this is also the Father’s
will, that “we should believe on the name of his Son
Jesus Christ.” (1 John iii. 23.) Have we hope in God ?
Jesus Christ is expressly said to be our hope; that is, he
in whose death and righteousness alone we hope for sal-
vation. We have not our hope in Christ merely for the
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things of this life, for then we were of all men the most
miserable; but we hope in Christ for the things of that
glorious life—the hope that is full of immortality. There-
fore Christ is God; for to hope in any creature, would be
to bring a curse upon us and not a blessing.

Further, we must love Christ supremely, in all since-
rity, and above all, with our highest love and affection;
and it is certain we can love bub one being so. There-
fore, this is to be regarded as undoubted evidence that we
believe Jesus Christ to be the only one true God. Be-
sides, the external part of divine worship must be given
to Christ. As we must “offer unto God thanksgiving,
and pay our vows unto the Most High,” (Ps. l. 14,)
s0 we must give honour, glory, dominion, praise, and
blessing to Christ; (Rev. v. 12;) therefore he is the Mosb
High God. And not only must we praise Jesus Christ
as God, but we must also pray unto him as the only true
God, and him only. Now, it is most clear that we must
pray to him. We find the apostle Paul often prayed to
him ; Stephen died praying to him; and in 1 Cor. i. 2,
we find it to be a mark of a true believer, and that such
persons are reckoned among the saints of God “who call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,” and how many
of the people of God can use the language of dear Mr. Hart:

¢¢ That Christ is God I can avouch,
And for his people cares;

For I have pray’d to him as such,

And he hag heard my prayers.”

Now, if Jesus Christ be only a creature, that is, a
being substantially distinct from, or made by, the only
true God, then we must either worship him who is not God,
which is idolatry, or we must cease praying unto him,
and we ought never more to use the benediction: “ The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” We
must never more pray to him for mercy, for salvation, if
he be not the Most High God We must never more
pray: “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God,
even our Father, which hath loved us and given us ever-
lasting consolation and good hope through grace, com-
fort your hearts, and stablish you in every good work.”
“We must worship the Lord our God, and him only must
we serve”” We cannot deny divine worship to Christ,
for he is God alone, and God only must be worshipped ;
therefore, Christ is the one and the very same God as the
Father. Amen.
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My dear hearers, I shall now relieve your attention
from this part of the argument. Much more, indeed,
might be adduced from God’s most holy book that Jesus
Christ, the Son of the living God, is co-essential and co-
eternal with God the Father; but sufficient, perhaps, has
been stated for a public discourse of this kind. I will,
therefore, proceed to notice some practical inferences,
which I think are fairly deducible from the several points
laid down.

1st. You may plainly gerceive that I regard the Son-
slip of the Lord Jesus Christ as being founded on his
Deity, and not on his humanity. This I hold to be the
mind of the Spirit. This view of this most vital ques-
tion, I am well aware, is objected to, and opposed by a
large portion of our brethren in the ministry, who are
received into the churches as men of truth, piety, learn-
ing, and principle; but we have nothing to do with men’s
opinions or characters where truth is at stake. The truth
of God must be dearer to us than all besides. The faith
of God’s elect must be earnestly contended for. I am
well aware, too, there is great mystery, much difficulty,
singular complexity, in the controversy upon the subject.
Most truly it is said, “ Without controversy, great is the
mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh ;”
and sure I am, with controversy, the mystery is still
greater. For what is the fruit, in many instances, of the
numerous controversies on the Sonship of Christ? Divi-
sion of the brethren, and, in some cases, personal hate.
It has produced such bitter strife and confusion, gross
misunderstandings, and wilful perversions of each other’s
meanings, as remind us strongly of the Ammonites and
Moabites, who, after they had blunderingly slain their
Edomite ally, turned to,and * every one helped to destroy
another.” (2 Chron. xx. 23.) Nevertheless, the contro-
versy has its uses. It discovers those who are on the
Lord’s side, and it brings into closer sympathy those
who hold the unity of the faith in the bond of peace.
Now, sincere believers in the Lord Jesus Christ will be
in no danger of such evils, if they but carefully attend to
the following things: 1. To receive the truth as it is in Jesus,
in the love of it; and 2. To rest upon it as the only rock
on which they are to stand. This I am sure they will do if
they have been renewed in the spirit of their minds, and
are under the teachings of the Holy Spirit. “ Every word
of God is pure;” “ They are all plain to him that under-
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standeth.” They must totally reject the methods men
invent by attempting to explain divine truth upon human
principles. For more than sixteen hundred years, men of
this stamp bave been blindly feeling after some analogy,
which has no existence but in their own brain! By ths,
they seek to illustrate the doctrine of Christ’s Sonship,
and thus they have forsaken the safe guidance of reve-
lation. Now, if we will but attend to the word of God,
and take it in its plain and obvious sense, apart from all
human prejudices, we shall perceive that, in regard to the
Person and character of the Lord Jesus Christ, all human
analogy fails.

In the first place, to use the words of an excellent
author, Dr. Leonard Woods: “ The relation of Christ to
God the Father has no real and strict analogy. It is,
in various respects, unlike the relation of any created
being to God. The relation of a created being to God
commences in time:; but Christ was with God in the
beginning, never without him. The relation of a creature
originates in the derivation of his being from God. But
the relation which Christ, considered as ¢“The Word,”
bears to the Father, rests primarily upon his participation
of the same divine nature. So that it is the relation of one
who is essentially equal, and in every respect to nature,
identical. Whereas, the relation of every created being to
God is the relation of one essentially and infinitely inferior.
The relation of Christ to the Father has no strict analogy
to the relation which any created being bears to another.
The relations among created beings are indeed made use
of to set forth the relation of Christ to the Father; as, for
example, the relations of a son and a servant. But Christ
does not strictly stand in the relation of a human son to
his father, or of a human servant to his master ; although
these relations make known.some of the properties or effects
of Christ’s relation to the Father. The Bible makes an
essential difference between the peculiar relation of a son
and that of a servant; and represents the one as exclusive
of the other. If, then, Christ were a servant, in this
appropriate sense, it would be incompatible with his being
a Son ; or if he were a Son, it would be incompatible with
his being a servant. But he is spoken of as both a servant
and a son ; which is sufficient to show that he is neither the
one nor the other, in the strict and literal sense. In other
words, there is no literal and striet analogy between the
relation of Christ to his Father and that of a human son
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tohis Father, or ofa servant to his master. Though some of
the effects and circumstances of the relation may be similar,
the nature and the ground of it are materially different.”

I need make no apology for this quotation ; it not only
expresses my view in better words than I could put it, but
it shows clearly that human analogy cannot explain God’s
truth, and I think it strengthens my argument. I would
only make another remark, in the second place, and that
is, the constitution of the Person of the Redeemer is a
departure from all analogy. From one class of texts we
learn, that he was a true and proper man. The phrase
““Son of man ” is frequently used in the gospels, but mostly
by himself. Other texts exhibit him as possessing all the
properties of Deity. Here analogy entirely fails. In no
other instance were natures and attributes, so widely
different, ever united in one Person. He whose name is
‘Wonderful is wonderful in his Person. With reference to
one part of his character he is God, by whom all things
were created. With reference to another part of his cha-
racter, he the same Person, is called a child, 2 man. And
when he was called “the Son of God,” he not only ad-
mitted it, but approved the faith of those who thus
called him, and pronounced them blessed, for their belief
was the result of divine communication. (Matt. xvi. 17.)
Yes, the God-man Mediator, Jesus Christ, is truly wonder-
ful in himself; for whatever he is in himself, he is all that
to him who is united to him by a true and living faith.
He has life in himself; he is the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever; and yet he died and was buried. He is
God over all, blessed for evermore; and yet he was a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. Now these repre-
sentations of Christ that the Scriptures make, are a proof
that there is no analogy, as to the constitution of his
Person, between him and any other being.

I have detained you, perhaps, too long on this topic;
but these remarks, I hope, will show, that men, who
regulate their opinions respecting Christ by analogy, fall
into one or another of the false notions so commonly
entertained; and I think it will be seen what reason we
have to be on our guard against this fruitful source of
error. Every attempt men make to bring the work and
character of Christ to bear a strict analogy to the character
and work of any other being, is stamped with weakness,
and will lead us away from the truth and the simplicity
which is in Christ.
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But, again, see how the folly of human analogy is
ridiculed in the Seriptures of truth. Hear what the Lord
himself saith by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah: “To
whom, then, will ye liken God ? or what likeness will
ye compare unto him?” (Isa.xl. 18) And: “Thou
thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself;
but 1 will reprove thee.” (Ps.1.21.) Now, my friends,
I ask you, is not the doctrine of my text, well sustained
by the divine. forbidding of all human analogy? It
demands “ that all men should honour the Son, cven as
they honour the Father.” O ye who fancy yourselves so
wise, so clever in the argument that a Father is anterior
and superior to a Son, blush for shame! No more impugn
and corrupt the doctrine of Christ by human traditions.
Think me not too severe when I say, consider this, ye that
yet forget the unity of God, “lest he tear you in pieces,
and there be none to deliver.” ¢ Kiss the Son, lest he be
angry, when his wrath is kindled but a little;” “for ye
have not spoken of him the thing that is right.” ¢ He
that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father.”

2nd. You will perceive, also, from the view I have pre-
sented, that ¢ is opposed to those who hold the notion of the
Person of Christ as the Son of God only in his complex
existence as Immanuel— God in our nature; in other words,
that Jesus Christ was not the Son of God till ke became the
Son of man.

I regard this notion as mere human fancy, unsustained
by the authority of God’s word. Doubtless there are
many sincere believers in Jesus, who think it is the truth;
but it appearsto me, they take too low aground. Their rock
is not our rock ; and holding, as I do, the absolute essen-
tiality and eternity of Christ with God—God in Christ,
Christ in God—I could not receive it. My text forbids
it. How can I honour the Son even as I honour the
Father, if T limit the existence of his Person as to time ?
Before the fulness of time— the period when the Son of
God became incarnate ’—he must have existed ; for it is
said, “God sent forth his Son.” How could it be said he
was gent, if he did not already pre-exist ? His being made
of a woman under the law was but the condition in which
he was to come ; a condition that was necessary in which
Redemption was to be effected. The sending does not
imply enferiority, any more than the sending of the Holy
Spirit ; but simply means the manifestation of the purpose
for which he came, viz., “to destroy the works of the
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devil” And therefore it is that I consider unless I
believe and avow both the eternity and the immutability
of Christ’s Sonship, I cannot honour the Son even as I
honour the Father,

3rd. If all men are to honour the Son even as they
honour the Father, then I conceive, that they who hold
the notion of the pre-existence of Christ's human soul can-
not honour the Son even as the Father is to be honoured;
because they consider the Son only as a creature of the
Faller, though they ascribe to kim a pre-existent state
before all other creatures.

The pre-existence of Christ’s human soul is a notion
which I nowhere find in the Scriptures expressed or im-
plied. ’'Tis true, many who hold the view of Christ
being ‘““the first of all creatures,” say many excellent
things of his Person, character, and work, as do those of
whom I have just been speaking; but, “to the law and
to the testimony.” “If they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.” Harsh
words, ’tis true, as applied to persons who profess to love
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth; but inas-
much as the notion they hold is opposed to the self-exist-
ence of Jesus the I AM, it must be rejected as spu-
rious and heresy. Well does Mr. Hart say:

¢ Notion's the harlot’s test,
By which the truth’s reviled ;
The child of fancy, finely dress’d,
But not the living child,”

I beg pardon for calling their idea of the human pre-
existence a mere doll, but really I believe it is nothing
more.*

* Since the first edition of this sermon was printed, I have had
the pleasure of meeting with some remarks on pre-existerianism
in a sermon by Mr. Philpot, on Prov. viii. 20, 21, No. 364 Penny
Pulpit, 6th edition, which I take the liberty of inserting here, as
not only confirming my own view, but as concisely setting forth
in a strong light the perniciousness of that human notion.

¢ The dream of the pre-existeriang is utterly and directly con-
trary to the truth of God ; and those that are wrapped up in this
delusion found much of their argument on this 8th chapter of the
Proverbs of Solomon. I callit a delusion, and a dangerous delu-
gion, too, because it strikes at the very root of the atonement.
For if Christ’s human soul existed before the foundation of world,
then that human soul of Christ was never under the law; but we
read that ‘ he was made of 8 woman, made under the law.” But
if that soul existed before the law was given, there could be



20 THE DIVINE AND ETERNAL SONSIIP

But lest I should make any one sad whom the Lord
would not have made sad, by leading them to suppose
that, because they are either under such teachings,
or suppose they hold such views, and yet have felt sure in
their own minds they have the witness of the Spirit that
they are born of God—are united to Christ by a true and
living faith, and that he is all their salvation, and all their
desire—I would just say to such, far be it from me to
bring a cloud between you and the Sun of your soul, by
representing that all who differ from me are not partakers
of saving grace. I have met with many who professed
the dogma which I am condemning, who did not really
believe 1t ; arising, as I discovered, from a misconception
of the peculiar idea involved. For years I verily thought
I was a believer in the pre-existence of Christ's human
soul, but was surprised to hear myself contradicted and
told I was no Pre-existerian ; and on looking more into
the matter, I found it was the pre-existence of Christ’s
Person, founded on bis self-existence I believed in, not of
his human sonl. I had mistaken the one for the other.
This, I believe, is the case with many of the Lord’s dear
people, and even with some of his own sent servants in
the ministry of the gospel.

Still, there is one word of cantion I should like to give.
Beware of men. We have had, and still have, writers and
preachers who lead souls astray, and cause much confusion
in the church of God by their snaky way of preaching
the Person of Christ. One time they profess to teach
Christ’s eternal Sonship, and anon, they go off and preach
either modern pre-existerianism, or some other notion in-
timating Christ was not the Son of God till he became
man. They delight in self-made paradoxes, a little truth
here, and a little truth there, and saying many pretty
things about Christ; but all the while the poison of
Arianism, or some other ism, is under their tongues.
Their complex statements perplex, puzzle, and bewilder
the minds of many, and, if it were possible, they would
deceive the very elect, and cheat them out of the truth.
There can be no objection to men honestly changing their
views, if they think proper; but it is discreditable if men,

no subsequent ex post facto operation of the law upon that soul;
and if it was never under the law, then Christ never could have
wrought out the righteousness demanded by the law; and there-
fore it strikes a deadly blow at Christ’s righteonsness and Christ’s
atonement.”
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doing so, continue to publish and sell their contradictory
writings at the same time. They may have their pocket
reasons for so doing, they may obtain a position in cer-
tain cliques and circles, but such chamelion methods of
teaching cannot promote the spiritual interests of the
Church of God. He that honoureth not the Son, honour-
eth not the Father which sent him.

4th. That the Sonskip of the Lord Jesus Christ, being
Jounded on his Deity, and not on his humanity, therefore
this is the only true and proper basis uvpon which Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, can be honoured as the Father.

The apostle, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians,
(viii. 6,) says: “But unto us there is but one God, the
Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
him.” What a declaration is here of the unity of God
and of Jesus Chriet. The eternal, self-existent I AM, who
is, and was, and is to come, the only Creator, Preserver,
and Lord of all. This glorious and divine Being, so infi-
nite in his perfections, pervading the whole universe of
creation, visible and invisible, is revealed in the inspired
writings as an incomprehensible and divine Spirit, and
that they who worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth. In that same blessed book it is revealed
that this divine and glorious Being is displayed and made
known to usin the distinet Personality ot Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, yet indivisible in the unity of the divine
nature or substance. The Person of God the Father is
God, in the relation of a Fatker, sending and bringing
forth his own infinitely perfect and most glorious image.
The Person of God the Son is the same God, in the relation
of a Son, proceeding from the Father. The Person of God
the Holy Ghost is the same God, in the relation of the Holy
Spirit proceeding from the Father and the Son in eternity.
This great mystery, of three Persons in One God, is
plainly declared in the sacred word. Each of them is
Jehovah the Most High God. All the three Persons,
thus displayed, give us, as I receive it, a complete idea of
the only true God. The only true God is the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. He is revealed to us in the great
scheme of Redemption by the personal acts or goings
forth of Jehovah. First, we have Glod the Father send-
ing forth his Son in the nature of man; then we have the
Son manifesting the name of the Father ; and the Son is
revealed by the Holy Spirit. All this is accomplished in
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the mind and heart of each believer in Jesus, through the
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, under
his effectual teaching. Sometimes we perceive the same
offices ascribed to other Persons in the sacred Trinity ; by
this, we mark more particularly the divine unity and
essentiality of the Gedhead. We believe in Christ; our
sing are pardoned by Christ, and on account of Christ;
we are saved by Christ; we pray to God through Christ;
we praise God in Christ; we love, honour, and serve God
in Christ; we know God only through Christ; we know
God only in Christ; we are drawn to God by Christ, for
none can come to the Father but by him: “He is the
way, the truth, and the life.”” Thus, it is 3y our own
experience of coming o God—loving him, knowing him,
serving him—through Christ, that we attribute all the
divine perfections of the Godhead to Christ, even as unto
the Father. For he is God alone; besides him there is no
God. We worship God in Christ. We ascribe all the
glory of our salvation to him, as unto the Father. Thus
1t is we honour the Son even as we honour the Father,
the one God over all, blessed for evermore. Amen, and
amen,

Before I close this discourse, I must tax your patience
for two or three more minutes; for there are one or two
remarks I wish to make.

The first is fo the man who professes to believe that Jesus
Christ is NOT co-essential and co-eternal with God the
Father.

My friend, I will give you credit for desiring to know
Christ, to serve him, and to promote the knowledge of his
name and will in all sincerity, and in truth; but though
you may do so, yet if you are not well-grounded in the
fundamental truth of the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ,
you will certainly fail to accomplish that which you are
secking. A right position, remember, if wrongly taken,
will produce a wrong result. Your analogical reasoning
is no substitute for the Spirit of Truth. “ Who teacheth
like him ?” Your vain imagination has produced a crea-
ture Jesus, in opposition to the “ Christ of God.” If Jesus
himself asserts his self-existence prior to his incarnation,
during his incarnation, and since his incarnation,—as he
does in Exodus iii. 14, John viii. 58, and Rev. 1. 8—how
shall mortal flesh dare to contradict and pervert the
words of the infinite I AM, and add words to the inspired
record that derogate the Person of the Son of the living



OF TIIE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 23

God, misleading and deceiving the saints of the Most
High, by offering honour to a creature whom they igno-
rantly worship. Your whole scheme is of human inven-
tion, and must come to pieces under the hammer of God’s
truth. Consider what I say, and may the Lord lead you
into the truth as it is in Jesus.

¢ What think ye of Christ? is the test
To try both your state and your scheme ;
You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of him.”

My second remark is to the sincere and lumble believer
tn Jesus, who, without entering into questions which he
thinks only minister to strife and not to edification, has
committed the keeping of his soul to Jesus, as unto a
faithful Creator.

Dearly beloved, what a solid basis you have in the
doctrine of the Iissential Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ,
for your salvation. This is the rock on which Christ
builds his church; here, then, rest all your hope, your
faith, your love. The powers of hell may attempt to
shake you, but their rage is in vain; they shall not pre-
vail. You may, perhaps, sometimes fear and quake in
yourself, but not in Christ; for you are safe and eternally
secure in him. He is the Rock, his work is perfect, and
you may say:

+On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.”

And, my brother or sister, feeling your standing so secure
on such a Rock as this, what solemn weight attaches to
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ as expressed in our
text. You are called to honour the Son even as the
Father; you are called the children of the Lord God
Almighty ; then walk as the children of the light, sons of
God, holy and without rebuke, in the midst of a ercoked
and perverse generation. For as we have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so are we to talk in him.

“No big words of ready talkers,
No dry doetrine will suffice :
Broken hearts and humble walkers,
These are dear in Jesus’ eyes.”

My last remark is fo the poor seeking soul, desiring to
find Christ, believing him to be the only refuge where he
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can hide his guilty head from the storm of divine wrath
that seems about to pour down upon him.

Poor soul! you have been driven out of all your hiding
places, by the terrors of a broken law working wrath in
your conscience. You are come seeking life and salvation
by the death of Jesus Christ. You sball have it! Do
you believe in God. Believe also in Christ. He who
comes to God must believe that he—yes, Jesus Christ—is
God alone. He alone can save you; his ownarm brought
salvation. Salvation is of God, not of a creature. Trust
in him as God, the Son of God, not as the Son of man, or
you will fare no better than the poor Syro-Phenician
woman ; for so long as she called upon Jesus as the Son
of David, all was dark, there seemed to be no hope for
her, he answered her not a word ; but when she came to
him as the Lorp alone, and dropped every plea of her
own, saying, “ Lord help me,” that moment she took hold
of God’s strength, she touched his divinity, and obtained
all she sought.

Are you indeed coming to Jesus? What is it that
leads youto fix on him? “0,” say you, “ I feel I am such a
sinner, that only such a God as Christ is can save me 7 You
are right ; and he will save you. The Spirit has already
opened your eyes. It is he who hath planted faith in
your heart; he is leading you to Christ. You have been
drawn by the love of the Father, and soon you shall find,

«If you are returning to Jesus, your Friend,
Your sighing and mourning in singing shall end.”

Brethren, “ These things have I spoken, that ye may
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe
on the name of the Son of God. And we know that the
Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding
that we may know him that is true ; and we are in him,
that is, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God and eternal life.” (1 John v. 13, 20, 21.)

And now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost, three Persons in one triune Jehovah, be
aseribed equal and undivided honour, praise, glory, and
adoration from this time forth and evermore. Amen and
amen.
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I 5AVE no wish to revive controversy, but I think it desir-
able to make a few additional remarks upon the important
question of the Eternal Sonship. It is well known that there
are many good and gracious persons who regard the eternity of
Christ’s Sonship only as it respects the covenant of grace ; they
look upon the scheme of man’s redemption originating in the
mind of God before time, as an episode or parenthesis, in
his cternal existence; that the personalities of the Trinity,
Father, S8on, and Spirit, are assumed names, and originated,
for distinction sake, with that transaction only. That this
notion has been put forth by some excellent men whose writ-
ings are deservedly held in estimation, I am well aware; but [
fee uaded it is contrary to the mind of the Spirit, and to
the doctrine of the true and proper Sonship of Jesus Christ;
and I cannot but think that while, superficially considered, it

pears defective and to come short of the truth as it isin

esus,—essentially considered, it is radically erroneous and
subversive of the truth; and that the tendency of such a theo-
ry has not been sufficiently observed. To my view it inevi-
fably leads to Sabellianism, if not to Unitarianism ; yet any-
thing approaching either of those schemes, I am sure, is utterly
repudiated by the persons to whom I refer. I cannot for one
moment admit that God’s mercy, in resfect of the fall, was
the occasion or the origin of the names of the personalities in
the Godhead. The covenant of grace was trulﬂfa revelation of
Jehovah in his Trinity of Persons. It was a lifting up of the
curtain of God’s love upon the stage of time, a di.smy of kis
mighty aets, whose goings forth, in the salvation of his people,
have been from everlasting; a display to the church of the
nature, glories, and eternity of the -One God. Surely
the Scriptures do not countenance the opinion that the ever-
blessed a‘nm ity assumed to themselves names for acting out
the several offices which each personality undertook in the
work of redem}otion, as the consequence, or result, of that grs-
cious compact ! We read of God sending forth his Son, and of
the Son manifesting the name of the Father, but in both in-
stances the pre-existence of each nality in the relationship
of Father and Son is implied. To suppose that a relationship
did not exist until it was declared (as in Ps. ji. 7) or mami-
flested (a8 in John xvii. 6) is without foundation* The declara-
tion and manifestation of the divine relationship arise from the
fact that THERE WAS A SON—THERE WAS A FATHER—oOr how

¢ See opinions of several authors, quoted pages 27, 28.



26 ADDENDA.

could there be a declaration of such a relationship? A decla-
ration of names onl{ is something so unreal, so visionary, as
to be unworthy of the character of God, and altogether un-
worthy of belief. Now, it is granted by our objectors, that
the personalities are eternal; but we assert that the relation-
ship of the Father and the Son is their distinct and {eculiar
proper 1}])ersomtlity, and that thas relationship is eternal. How
could the covenant of grace be formed by the eternal Three in
the relationship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as revealed,
unless those relationships had a reality, and had pre-existed in
the gersonalities by which they are designated. The question
has heen asked, Supposing there had been no fall of man, ne
covenant of grace, no redemption to effect, would there have
been no Son of God, no God the Father, no God the Holy
Ghost? and the answer has been emphatically, No. Now,
this appears to me to involve a most grave and serious error,
leading direct to Unitarianism; for if the personality of the
Father be a name only, or coeval only with the covenant of
grace, then there was a period in eternity, that is, antecedent
to the covenant, when the Father was not the Father; if the
ersonality of the Son be a name only, or coeval only with
he covenant of grace, then there must have been a period in
eternity when the Son was not the Son,— that s, when
the 8on was not in being, for his Sonship, according to
this hypothesis, must have had a beginning; and if the Son-
ship was constituted only in the covenant transaction, then
the Sonship is simply official,—a name only, and no per-
sonality at all; for t{ere can be no basis for the Sonshi
without the personality. If there be a personality at all, it
must be a reality, not a name, or else the Son of God is
degraded below the brute creation ; for we read, Gen. ii. 18,
20, that ‘“ Adam gave names to all the cattle and to the fowl
of the air and to every beast of the field; and whatsoever
Adam called every living creature that was the name thereof.”
That is, the creatures were in nature what they were desig-
nated. We also read that “God called the light day, and the
darkness he called night.,” Because it was so, the light in
iteelf is day, and the darkness in itself is night. Thus when
God said, Ps. ii. 7, “Thou art my Son,” the meaning is, 7 am
thy Father. Are we to be told that the Sonship 1s only a
name, and not a relationship? How contrary to tSl the prin-
ciples of common sense! God calls Jesus his Son because ke is
his Son, a Son of the same nature as himself, the Son of him-
self, his own proper S8on; not a mere name, for the name of &
son is no son at all. Take away the Sonship, the personality
is taken away, for it kas its name from its nature, and, as just
stated, that nature is eternal, and therefore the Sonship is
eternal, So, on the same premiss which is taken as to the
Bonship, the personality of (god the Father is brought down to
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be a mere office or name ; the divine Fatherhood to the Church
of Christ is nothing but & name, instead of a relationship; the
covenant union between Christ and his Church with his
Father a mere fiction, and the believer’s experience of these
heavenly truths the veriest delusion. The same line of -
ment may be pursued as to the personality of the Holy 8pirit ;
so that we arrive at the conclusion that the personalities of
Jehovah are nothing more than mere names, or at most mani-
Jestations, or different kinds of operations; thus throwing us
back upon. the old errors of Sabellianism, till at last, step by
step, we are precipitated into the gulf of Unitarianism, one
Gog—-—no Trinity of Persons. I therefore cannot but regard all
views which give data to the Sonship of Christ as essentially
erroneous, detracting from the personal glory of the Son of
God, and as undermining the very basis of our common Chris-
tianity, the doctrine of our Lord’s eternal generation; for on
that fact is grounded the glories of his mediatorial work and
character, as set forth in the Scriptures of Truth., Let this
plain question be put—1Is the Sonship of Christ the foundation
of the covenant of grace 1 or, is the covenant of grace the foun-
dation of his Sonship ? If the latter, on what principle? Cer-
tainly it does not exalt the person of the Son of God ; it spoils
him of his crown; and the bearing to which this view inevit-
ably leads, is to reduce him to the level of mere creature-
ship. As elsewhere stated (see Sermon 16 p. 40,) I regard the
mediatorial work of Christ as founded on his personality, being
the Son of God eternally pre-existent with his Father, ante-
cedent to any of the covenant designs of Jehovah to save man.

I have not space here to carry out the argument s this great

estion well deserves, but close my remarks by simply de-
claring my unhesitating belief that Christ Jesus is, and ever
was, t%e Son of God, in his ewn distinct personality, from all
eternity. That had man never fallen, had no Church been
chosen in Christ, or even this world had not bheen formed, the
eternal God in the personalities of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, would have selg-existed in essence, nature, and relation-
ship, in co-equal and co-eternal union, power, and glory.

‘QUOTATIONS REFERRED TO AT PAGE 25.

- *Dr. J. A. ALEXANDER, of Princeton, America, on Ps, ii, 7,

BBY8
“The essential meaning of the shrase, I have begotten thee,
is .simply this, 7 am thy Father, and this day is not to be un-
derstood as limiting the mutual relationship, though it might
refer to a certain point of time for the formal recognition of it.
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The declaration of our Lord’s Sonslip at his baptism, was but
the recognition of that relation which had existed anterior to
the period of his incarnation.”

Dr. Hopag, of Princeton, on Rom. i. 3, 4, says:

“ Christ is called the Son of God because he is consubstantial
with the Father, and therefore eq;;al to him in power and

lory., The term expresses the relation of the second to the

erson in the Trinity, as it exists from eternity. It is,

therefore, as applied to Christ, not a term of office, nor expres-

sive of any r tion assumed in time. He was and is the
Son.

Dr. Gouee on Heb. i. 5, Section 62, says :

“This manifestation of Christ’s divine generation in set and
certain times, by visible and conspicuous evidences, doth
no whit cross or impeach the eternity and incomprehensible-
ness thereof. For to declare and manifest a thing to be, pre-
supposeth that it was before it was manifested ; neither doth
it ‘necessarily imply any beginning of that before; no mcre
than those s in Ps. xc, 2, Prov, viii. 25.

“The full meaning, therefore, of the aﬁostle in alleging this
testimony, ‘Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee,’
may, for perspicuity’s sake, be thus paraphresed, as if God the
Father had said thus to God the Son : Thou, and thou alone, art
my true proper Son, not by grace or adoption, but by nature and
eternal generation ; and now I do in this last age of the world
declare thee so to be by thine incarnation, doctrine, works,
resurrection from the dead, and ascension into heaven, whereby
it manifestly appeareth that thou infinitely dost surpass all the
angels in heaven.”

The late Dr. SaMUEL HOPKINS, of America, Vol. 1., page
308, says:

“They, therefore, who do not believe the eternal Sonship of
Jesus Christ, because it is mysterious and incomprehensible,—
and to some it appears to be full of contradiction,—will, if they
be consistent with themselves, for the same reason reject the
doctrine of a Trinity of persons in one God.”

The above quotations may serve to show that my views are
not unsupported bg men of fruth, learning, and celebril;y ; to
which may be added from among others the names of Drs.
Owen, Goodwin, and Jacomb. e work of the latter on the
8th chapter of Romans, especially, contains an elaborate argu-
ment against the opposers of the eternal Sonship, and confutes
their errors in a most-masterly and scriptural manner.

Octaber, 1866. C.G
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THREE SERMONS,
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Ou TLiord's Day Morning and Evening, April 16th, and
Lord’s Day Evening, April 23rd, 1865,

I

The Unsearchable Rickes of Christ.—EPHESIANS iii. 8.

I seLpoM hear a text announced from the Epistle to the
Ephesians, or attempt to speak from one in this portion
of God’s word, but what I feel something like when
one is approaching the extensive grounds of some baronial
residence. The surrounding scenery, the beautiful park,
the splendid trees, the majestic pile of buildings, the mag-
nificent suite of rooms into which one iz conducted, the
gorgeous furniture, its paintings, library, and the abun-
dance of everything there is to supply human desires
and taste, all combine to overwhelm one with a profound
sense of the riches and greatness of the noble owner—that
is, as to his worldly possessions; and, on the other hand,
one equally feels the poverty and nothingness of one’s
own position.

Now, I make no doubt but that every believer in Jesus,
when under the teachings of the Eternal Spirit, feels
there is something very rich and sublime in this Epistle
to the Ephesian “saints and faithful i. Christ Jesus.”
The apostle, in a very eminent degree, was inspired to
treat on such subjects as to bring believers into an
acquaintance with the deep things of God.. And when,
under the rich anointing of the Holy Spirit, the soul is
led to trace his adoption in Christ Jesus to the pre-
destinating love of God the Father, and blessed with all

No. 14.
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spiritual blessings in heavenly places in him before the
foundation of the world, he is constrained to acknowledge,
“Oh, the depths of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out!” Like the love of Christ,
it passeth knowledge.

'We must not forget, however, that this epistle, so full
of elevated thought and feeling, was written in the prison-
house at Rome. Yet, though the apostle was an “ambas-
sador in bonds,” the word of God was not bound; his
tongue, like the pen of a ready writer, speaks fluently of
the transcendent excellency of the hopes and privileges
of the church of God, their triumphs and glorious state
of ultimate blessedness. He enters deeply into the depths
of those things which are “hid in God,” so far as they
concern us; he brings them out, opens, explains, and
sets them forth, showing whence grace and glory origi-
nate. He then goes on to show the eternal personal and
unconditional election of the church in Christ, their
glorious covenant head. This is shown by some of ifs
immediate fruits and effects, as stated in the second
chapter.

Then in the third chapter the apostle descends from
the ancient mountains of everlasting love and free grace
to speak of Christ as the eternal Head, the glorious, all-
sufficient Redeemer. In the 4th verse he refers to his
own personal knowledge in the mystery of Christ; and,
observe, he says it was a revelation made known unto
him. He knew nothing of Christ only by revelation:
the only true and saving knowledge a poor sinner can
have in this world is by a divine revelation. Now, how
does this statement affect you? Most of you know
something of Jesus Christ, but how came you by it? Did
you get it in the Sunday school, by rote? Did you
acquire it by dint of study, by reading and hearing? or
do you possess it by a revelation from God himself? Oh,
pray do not let this vital point pass without strict
examination. It matters not how long you may have
made a profession of the name of Christ, you are still a
poor lost perishing sinner if “God has not revealed his
Son in you.” There must be an inward work; there
must be the power of truth on the conscience wrought
by the Spirit of God. There must be a feeling sense of
what he has done in the soul; a notional or rational reli-
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gion will not do. An experimental acquaintance of the
truth as it is in Jesus is the only religion worth having ;
for, as Mr. Hart truly says,
¢ Vain is all our best devotion,
If on false foundation built;

True religion’s more than notion,
Something must be known and felt.”

But let us return to the apostle; see how this know-
ledge has humbled him in the dust of self-abasement. He
has come down from those Alpine heights with a pro-
found feeling sense of his own nothingness; he breaks
through the rules of language to express himself—*“less
than the least of all saints.” Oh, this 18 blessed experience,
when self is laid low and words fail to utter thought and
feeling ; and this will be the case whenever we are led by
the Spirit to take exalted views of Jesus, his glorious
person and his glorious work. Dr. Watts knew something
of this when he wrote,

“ The more thy glories strike mine eye
The humbler I shall lie;
Thus while I sink my joys shall rige
Unmeasurably high.”

Now to our text; and may he whose office it is to take
of the things of Christ and to show them unto us help us
to take right views of the subject before us; in his light
we shall see light; without it, we shall be but stumbling
in the dark, for there is no light in ourselves.

Our text speaks of Christ, his riches, and their un-
searchableness.

I. Firsm, let us, with the help and blessing of the Lord,
attempt to say a few things on THE PERsON oF CHRIST.
This is too important a point to pass over with a glance
or cursory remark. I regard it as a foundation truth,
cne on which every believer should see that he is well
grounded. Mr. Newton has well put it in those oft-
repeated lines of his—

* What think ye of Christ is the test
To try both {our state and your scheme;

You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of him."”

By the Person of Christ is to be understood the Son of
God who became incarnate, he who from all eternity was
the Son of God the eternal Father—God’s own Son, his
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proper Son; (Rom. viii. 8 ;)—such a Son as he has never
another, as Jesus himself said he was. (John iii. 16.)
He was truly the Son of man; he wasalso truly the Son
of God. I am aware there is no question among Chris-
tians respecting the truth of Christ being a son, but about
the nature and manner of his sonship there have been
some fierce and bitter controversies, and will be as long
as Satan is permitted to exercise his influence over the
sons of men; butstill truth must be maintained, notwith-
standing the temporary inconvenience occasioned by it,
or the heavy cross that stands connected with it; a
man had better lose his dearest friends than lose his
conscience. I hold the doctrine of Christ's elernal
Sonship, irrespective of his becoming wncarnate, or of the
covenant of grace, to be a truth of God’s Holy Word of
high import, and a most fundamental truth. Oh may the
Spirit of truth help me to state my views clearly, forcibly,
and concisely.

Now let us search the Scriptures; for it is there we
must derive our testimony of the person of Christ; if
they affirm it not, we dare not believe it; if they do
affirm it, we dare not reject it. Consult Psalm i1, 7:
“The Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son,
this day have I begotten thee;” here is plainly a declara-
tion of Christ’s eternal generation; a declaration of his
personality as a SoxN, not of his Deity, for that does not
enter into the question: “thou art,” not thou shalt be;
“this day,” eternity, for God has no other day in respect
of his self-existence than that of eternity; “ever is his
time,” “one eternal now;” with us time is past, present,
and future; therefore this seripture which I have quoted
I regard as a revelation of the truth that Christ is the
Eternal Son of the Eternal Father. I do not say a reve-
lation of the mystery as to kow it is that Christ is the
Son of God; that I do not attempt to explain, it is not
revealed, therefore cannot be explained; I am content to
receive it as a revealed truth; and if men will find fault
because they do not get everything explained to their
own liking and fashion, they must be régarded as aiming
to be wise above what is written.

Again, Jesus Christ, in several places of holy writ,
is expressly stated to be the only begotten of the Father.
(John i. 14, 16; iii. 16, 18; 1 John iv. 9.) In these
five passages the words only begotten show, as I have just
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said, such a Son as he has never another; and they also
show that Christ is of the same name and essence with his
Father; his Sonship iz derived from that fact; his name,
the Son of God, is both a name of nature and a name of
relationship; hence the doctrine is founded on his Divine
nature, not on his human nature, for he was the Son of
God before he was born of the Virgin. The notion,
therefore, that many good-meaning men hold and teach,
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God only in his complex
person, is without foundation in God’s truth; it appears
to me their view is extremely defective; not only so, it is
erroneous, and is calculated to sap the comfort of all the
work of Christ and the characters he bears to his church;
and so also the view which many entertain, that Jesus
is the Son of God in relation only to the Covenant of
grace in man’s redemption is defective; not so radically
defective as the one just condemned, I admit, but, inas-
much as it gives data for the Sonship, it necessarily is
opposed to its eternity, and therefore is not founded on
truth.

But, further, we bave several testimonies, which bear
ample witness to this great truth, that the Person of Christ
is the Son of God. In the days of his flesh, he was known
to be of the root and offspring of David, as to his human
nature ; but as to his divine nature, he was attested to be
the Son of God. John the Baptist said, “I saw and bare
record, that this is the Son of God.” (Johni.34.) Natha-
niel said, “ Rabbi, thou art the Son of God.” (John i. 49.)
Peter said, “ Thou art the Son of the living God.” (Matt.
xvi. 16.) The Roman centurion acknowledged, «Truly
this was the Son of God.” (Matt. xxvii. 54.) The eunuch
confessed, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
(Acts viii. 37.) Martha said, “Lord, I believe that thou
art the Christ, the Son of God.” (John xi. 27.) Did not
the devils themselves ownthe truth ? (Matt. viii. 29.) And
what is this witness they bear to? The Divine Sonship.
This truth is attested by the Father himself. (Matt. iii.
17, and xvii. 5; and again 1Johnv.7,8)) Jesus himself
asserted it, and for so doing he was accused of blasphemy,
condemned, and crucified for it. (John xix. 7, and Mark
xiv. 64.) The apostle Paul, in writing to the Romans,
(i. 4,) says Jesus was “declared to be the Son of God with
power:”’ meaning, “He was determinately avowed, openly
proclaimed, and convincingly demonstrated to be so, ac-
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cording to the manifest proof that was given of it, by the
immediate exertion of his own divine power.” (Guyse loco.)

Now, dear friends, may this truth be fully impressed
upon your understandings by the power of the Holy
Ghost. The Sonship of Christ is the foundation truth
of every other truth requisite to be known for life and
salvation. Christ himself is the personal foundation, and
this truth is the doctrinal foundation. Upon the fact
that Christ is the Son of the living God is built the faith
of God’s elect. It is the eternal rock on which his church
is built, and the powers of hell shall not prevail against it.

Surely we shall do well to examine this momentous
truth a little closer; it is the root, the trunk of that tree
of life whose branches bring forth precious fruits, that
feed and nourish the church of God, and whose leaves are
for the healing of the nations. Observe,

1. Christ i« the Coeternal Son of God. He was eter-
nally a Son; there never was a time when he was other-
wise, or began 8o to be. The Father is eternal, and always a
Father; then the Son is eternal, and always a Son ; the Son
of Himself. (John xvii. 5.) If we admit tlZe eternity of God
the Father, we must admit the eternity of God the Son ;
the one must be coeval with the other, whatever some men
may assert to the contrary. Indeed, it is a truthin nature
which cannot be denied, that the relation of parent
and offspring necessarily coexist, though its manifesta-
tion or development be not acknowledged till the usual
time arrives for the recognition of that relationship. I
make this remark because of the pertinacity with which
some oppose the eternity of Christ’s Sonship, on the
ground that the person of a son is posterior to that of a
father. Such an objection seems to me absurd. Ifa relation-
ship exist at all, it must be on the ground of personality;
and if the relationship is coexistent, then the personality
is coexistent. Apply the argument to the doctrine of
Christ being the eternal Son of God,—I think we cannot
escape the conclusion that it is a truth expressly de-
clared in God’s holy word. O may the Spint of truth
help us to receive it. Let us beware of human fancies,
human reason, human analogies, for they are unsafe guides
to the mysteries of divine truth.

2. Jesus himself affirms his own eternity as the Son of
God ; see the 35th verse of the 8th chapter of John, con-
taining a discussion on this very subject: “ The Son abid-
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cth ever.” The words are in the present tense, and the sen-
tence is by itself; for the word duf is in italics, denoting
that it was supplied by the translators. These words, “ The
Son abideth ever,” 1 takethem to mean HIs SONSHIP EVER
HATH BEEN AND EVER WILL BE, the sense being equivalent
or similarto “Iay,” “T AM THAT I AM,” the eternally self-
existent Son of God; being, in other words, nothing more
nor less than the doctrine of Christ’s eternal generation,
against which some men of late have strenuously cavilled
and sadly misrepresented. But, brethren, you must bear in
mind we are speaking of the personality of Christ’s God-
head, not of the Godhead abstractedly considered—a point
which should be kept distinctly in view; for this is what
most of our opposers like to keep out of sight, so that
they may plausibly fasten upon us the odium that we are
believers in Deity begetting Deity; a monstrous notion
truly, but one which originated nowhere but in their own
brain. It is indeed very sad to witness the painful mis-
constructions and perversions that have been made of the
testimonies put forth on this subject by men of truth;
still more is it sad to behold good men, as I believe many
to be, defending their erroneous and defective views with a
zeal unworthy of their character as men of God and minis-
ters of the gospel of Christ. If we are taught by the
Spirit to hold fast the Unity of the Godhead in the Trinity
of Persons, I am quite sure we shall be kept free from
confounding Satanic error with Divine Truth. But one
remark more. Though the eternal nature and essence of
Jesus Christ as the Son of God is fully asserted in the
word of God, but nowhere explained, yet his office-charac-
ter as the God-man Medjator is most gloriously revealed,
and it is that which most of all concerns us. Pray, then,
that the eyes of your understanding may be opened to
perceive and to keep in view this important and most pro-
ger distinction in speaking of the Person of the Lord
esus.

I should like to have gone a little fuller into this
part of our subject, but time fails ; and I must refer my
hearers, if they desire more information, to my sermon on
the Sonship of Jesus, preached on the former anniver-
sary. They will find several points discussed there which
we cannot here, because I must hasten to the other
branches of my text; consequently, I must leave unnoticed
now any remarks on the coessentiality and coequality of
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Christ, the Son of God, with the Father. I trust, how-
ever, sufficient has been said to set forth the scriptural
view of the Person of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as
shall enable us to apprehend something of the glories of
those unsearchable riches which are treasured up in him,
our ever-blessed Mediator and Redeemer.

The next subject we have to notice in conneetion with
our text is, the great fact of the Son of God taking our
nature into personal union with himself. ¢ Inthe begin-
ning was the Word;” “God was the Word;” “the Word
was made flesh;” “God was manifested in the flesh.”
God became incarnate. Not assuming a human shape,
but a real assumption of human nature: ¢ Forasmuch as
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also took
part of the same.” “He took not on him the nature of
angels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham;” “He
was made of a woman, made under the law, that he might
redeem those who were under the law.”

And observe, too, the flesh he took was not sinful flesh,
His bodily nature was pure and sinless ; he came in the like-
ness of sinful flesh,and for sin,” and, in so doing,condemned
sin in the flesh. The reality of his flesh was as much so as
is ours. The necessity for the Son of Ged to take our
flesh was because sin was committed in it, and sin must
be punished in that same nature, or else the person of the
sinner must be utterly lost to all eternity. But such was
the Jove of God to man, he sent his Son into the world,
not to condemn it, but to condemn siz and save the sin-
ner. He who knew no sin was made sin for us. He
took our law place. The guilt of our sin was transferred
to him, placed to his account by imputation; and so Jesus,
having become the Surety of all whom the Father had
given him, became also, “in the fulness of time,” their
substitute. “ He bore our sins in his own body,” and sin
was punished in his holy, immaculate Person on Calvary’s
bloody tree; thus it was he became the propitiation for
our sins. Justice was satisfied, and could no longer de-
mand the sinner’s life. This is the joyful news of the gos-
pel: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ;"
he having abolished in his flesh the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us, and thereby “redeemed us
from the hand of him who was stronger than we.” And
every believer in this great truth, trusting to that atone-
ment then made to God for sin, is eternally saved, and
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shall have everlasting life. O what a grand display did
Jesus make of the heart of God to that highly-favoured
seeker of divine truth, Nicodemus, when he said to him,
“ Gtod so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life;” “ For God sent not his Son into
theworld to condemn the world,but that the world through
him might be saved.” It was “to damn” sin in his own
flesh, but to save the sinner. Is there a poor soul here
this morning distressed on account of sin in his con-
science ? Look at this blessed truth. Jesus died for sin.
Sin is forgiven on his account. God pardons sin for his
sake. 'What are you looking to for peace ? Seek it here ;
it is the blood of Jesus that can alone take away sin. O
may the Spirit apply his truth with power to your soul,
and enable you to say, in the weighty words of old John
Latchford:
«* My sing were his, upon him laid;
He all their weight sustain’d;
My debt, how vast! which yet he paid,
And my deliverance gain’d.”

But I must proceed. Jesus, in taking our nature, took
the whole of it, soul and body. He had verily a human
soul as well as a human body. How could he have been a
man else? Impossible. When he took our flesh, he
took its entirety, body and soul, sin alone excepted. As
he grew in bodily stature, so he grew in the rational and
moral faculties of the soul. He “increased in wisdom
and in stature, and in favour with God and man.” (Luke
ii. 52.) This scripture confutes at once the notion that
Christ’s human soul pre-existed before time, and was with
God in a glorified state. Of course, one scripture would
not satisfy an objector; no, nor more would a thousand;
but a sincere lover of God’s word is quite satisfied with a
single declaration upon it. The pre-existence of Christ’s
Person as the Son of God in elernity is a blessed truth
revealed in God’s word; but it is quite a distinct matter
from his human soul’s pre-existence. That notion, though
some think they honour the Lord by it, would, if fol-
lowed out to its legitimate bearings, bring the whole
scheme of salvation, as well as the Person of our blessed
Lord and the wisdom of God, into dire contempt. I have,
however, no time to go into that dispute now. The life
of Jesus on earth plainly reveals the fact of his human
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nature being in all points, sin excepted, as we are. This
divine nature being conjointly with his human nature in
one Person, is that deep m ster{which the apostle, under
the inspiration of the Ho{y Ghost, calls great: “ With-
out controversy, great is the mystery of godliness, God
was manifest in the flesh.” This is the truth, and this
is godliness. Any other view of Christ’s Person is not god-
liness; it is not the truth as it is in Jesus. I dare sa
some think this is severe language. No, not at all.
We will not give place to Satan’s lies for one moment.
Let this suffice for the present.

Perhaps some may say, Was it really necessary that the
Son of God should become incarnate? Yes, it was. I
am mnot surprised at the question; for no one, unless
under the teachings of the Spirit, can have the remotest
idea of the real evil and danger of sin, and therefore they
see not the necessity of its being put away by the sacri-~
fice of the Lord Jesus Christ; neither do they feel the
deathliness of sin within. The exceeding sinfulness of
sin is only known and felt by the siuner when quickened
by the Spirit; then it is he feels that satisfaction must
be given to the injured Majesty of heaven, the offended
God. He believes God’s law is holy, just, and good; he
feels condemned by it in his own conscience; and as the
honour of God must be vindicated, the punishment of sin
must be inflicted, either in the person of the sinner, or of
a substitute whom God would accept. But where can
such a proviso be found? Where can redemption be
looked for? Who, of all God’s created intelligences,
could devise a scheme of salvation for lost man? No,
not one. There was not even a single intercessor on be-
half of the human race. (Isa. lix. 16.) Angels might
have looked on; they might have pitied our lost condi-
tion; but, great in power as they are, and awift to do God's
will, their pity and compassion would not have rendered
us any real service in the ruin of our nature; and grant-
ing, just for one moment, the refined Arian scheme to be
true, that the human soul of Christ was with God before
time, and that he voluntarily came forward as our Surety
to undertake our redemption! would God, think ye,
trust the work of our salvation in the hands of a crea-
ture? No, certainly not! For, you must be reminded,
these pre-exterians assert that Christ was the first of
God’s creatures; and, though they are desirous of giving
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him the pre-eminence in all things, yet, let me tell you,
such a God as they make him to be is but a creature after
all. A creature God forsooth! O my friends, such a Sa-
viour a8 they make Jesus to be is not the Christ of God.
Do you think you could trust your soul’s salvation in any
one's hand short of God himself 7 I am sure you would
not. This is bringing the matter to a practical issue.
Salvation, as revealed in God’s word, is one which is wor-
thy of the nature of God; it is in harmony with all his
perfections ; it so displays the wisdom, grace, love, and
goodness in the gift of his dear Son that the soul be-
comes absorbed in profound admiration, and can only say
what an apostle himself had before said: “ Thanks be
unto God for his UNSPEAKABLE gift.”

Bear with me a little longer. I see time is running on,
and we are only on the margin of oursubject yet ; but we
must not think the time lost in discussing these vital
points. Yourlifeisbound upin them; and this is it, sinisan
eviland bitter thing. Godwill punish it, he will by no means
clear the guilty, except upon the righteous and honour-
able principles of law and justice. “The soul that sinneth
it shall die.” This is God’s unalterable and wise decree.
I say wise decree, for if man may =in and yet be permitted
to live, then either sin is not so sinful as it is said to be,
or God’s holiness is of such a character as to be, or may
be, in some way compatible with it ; but this is not the
case. God is of purer eyes than to behold evil. HE 18
GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS; and hence it is for the comfort
and salvation of every believer in Jesus that sin is con-
demned. It is man who has sinned; it is man who
must be punished. If man is to be saved, it can only
be by a method of God’s devising. “ His understanding is
infimite.” He alone could find a ransom ; and this has been
done; done in the Person of God’s own dear Son. He
became the Surety of his people ; he took their sin, he took
their nature, and by bearing their sins in his own body
on the tree, as their Substitute, he has perfected for ever
the salvation of all those whom God the Father hath sanc-
tified. Therefore, as it was in human nature sin was
committed and in that nature must be punished, so by
the human nature could deliverance be effected ; neither
angels, nor archangels, could effect it, or else they would
havebeen sent to accomplish it. No; their nature and their
servicesare passed by, and these being the highest order of
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God’s creation, there wasnone to help ; “ therefore his own
arm brought salvation unto him.” So God sent his only-
begotten Son into the world to take our nature, (such a
nature as was possessed by the first man Adam before he
fell,) pure, uncorrupted in itself, created by the Holy
Ghost himself. (Matt. i. 18-20; Luke i. 35.) In this
sinless flesh, the Son of God perfectly obeyed his Father’s
will—the law which we had broken. Yet, in the selfsame
body, spotless, harmless, holy, as Jesus was in himself,
he suffered for sin ; he was made sin, all the sins of all his
people being charged upon him; and by his death for
their sin they are for ever freed and justified from all
things of which they stood condemned, and are made
the righteousness of God in him. (Rom. viii. 3-4;
2 Cor. v. 21.)

I hope I have made myself clearly understood on this
great doctrine of divine substitution. To have a right
apprehension of the unsearchable riches of Christ, we
must not only have right views of his Person as the Son
of God, but also of his work as the Mediator of the New
Covenant. These are vast and amazing themes o con-
template. Angels cannot comprehend them. Man cannot
explain them; yet it is blessed to feel that when God
does reveal them to us by his Spirit, they are very precious
and the choicest food of our souls. Some say they are
dry doctrines; I believe them; for God never poured out
upon them the bedewing influences of his Spirit. Their
names may perhaps stand as members of the professing
Church below, but I fear they have neither part nor lot
in the mystical Church of Christ. It is quite possible for
such to hold a position in the Garden of the Lord both
gratifying to themselves and their friends. But alas, alas!
they are but stakes in the ground, having no root; they
are not trees of the Lord’s right hand planting. O my
hearers, beware of having a name to live while you are
dead.

And now, dear friends, in drawing this part of our sub-
ject to a close, I would only say I am quite aware objec-
tions are made to the statements advanced this morning,
on the Son of God taking our natare into personal union
with himself. It is called the personal union because the
two patures are centred in one Person. Christ took our
nature, not our person. That would be preposterous to
suppose; his own personality, that is, his individuality,
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consciousness, and independency, remained unchanged,
unaltered. The Son of God was a perfect Person before
his incarnation; but, in order that man should be re-
deemed, he was pleased to take the manhood into union
with the Godhead, without making any personal addition
to himself. Thus, though he is God and Man, he is but
one Christ. I might illustrate this point thus: When
believers in the Lord Jesus are renewed in the spirit of
their minds, they are made partakers of a divine nature,
but this new nature imparted to them makes no addition
to their personality. Their own individuality, con-
sciousness, and identity remain unaltered; each possesses
two natures, the old and the new, yet but one person.
So the Lord Jesus Christ in his Person possesses by his
incarnation a duality of natures; and nothing can be
more clear in Scripture than that Christ is not only truly
man, but also that hewas truly the Son of God before he was
made the Son of man, perfect and complete in his Person,
as is the Person of the Father or the Holy Ghost. He
was the Son of God before he became incarnate. This
the apostle again and again asserts. HE, a Person,
speaking of Christ, God over all. (Heb. ii. 14-16.)
And just let me add one remark more, and that is, I
believe that the Lord Jesus Christ in his divine nature is,
ever was, and ever shall be, the eternal Son of God;
that had he not taken our nature, he would have
been still the eternal Son of God. It was not his
incarnation that made him the Son of God; it was
not the covenant of grace in respect of man’s redemp-
tion that made him the Son of God. As the self-
existent God he is ever the same—the I AM; he who
spake to Moses out of the burning bush. If gin had
never existed, or man had never been formed, the Person
of the Son of God would have been coessential, coeternal,
and coequal with God the Father and the Holy Ghost.
‘What is revealed to us of his Person and mediatorial work
in redemption, arises out of the priority of the fact that
Jesus Christ is the one true God who made all things.
This is the truth, and no lie. (1 Johnv.20.) Our God
made man; but they who declare their man made God,
utter the greatest falsehood that Satan ever invented.
Objections are made, too, to the use of the words
eternal generation, eternal Som, efe.; but if the words
used express our meaning, why should our opposers find
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fault? Are we only to use such words as are coined in
their mint? The Israelites had to go down to the
Philistines to have their tools sharpened, because there
was no smith in the land; (1 Sam. xiii. 19, 20;) but,
blessed be God, we are not in such helpless bondage. The
Lord being our helper, we trust his truth will ever be de-
fended with those weapons as he may be graciously pleased
to furnish us with, even the two-edged sword of the
Spirit, and not on what are framed by themselves and
hammered out on their anvil. *

Thus we have attempted to say a few things upon the
Person of Christ as the Son of God. This is an inexhaus-
tible and delightful theme, and we feel how poor are all our
scanty thoughts; yet let us hope they will help your
conceptions of his unsearchable riches. We have also
said a few things on the nature of his great work as
Mediator. These two great subjects will form the basis
for establishing the two remaining points of our text
for this evening’s consideration,—his riches and their
unsearchableness. Whatever has entered into this dis-
course of the nature of controversy, is with a desire to
place truth in a right light and souls on a right founda-
tion, and not for the sake of controversy. I hope ever
on occasions like these to be enabled to bear my humble
testimony to the true doctrine of the Person and work of
Jesus Christ the Son of the living God.

Let me ask you before I sit down, what think ye of
Christ? Have you ever felt his love ruling in your
hearts by the power of his Spirit? You may rely upon
it, that if God has begun a good work in your hearts, the
love of God will be shed abroad there, prompting you to
know more of him, leading you to walk as he has com-
manded; and more than this, he has engaged to carry on
that work in you amidst all the hindrances that cast your
spirit down, and causes you to feel sometimes as though
your profession was without principle. How did you feel
when you were singing those sweet lines P

¢ Oh, could I know and love him more,
And all his wondrous grace explore,
Ne'er would I covet man’s esteem,
But part with all and follow him.,”
I felt them very precious to my own soul. I desire to know
nothing among men but Christ, and him crucified; and

* See Appendix.
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this is the way to it, to love Christ, to know Christ, to
preach Christ, to hear Christ, to follow Christ. Jesus is
precious to those who believe ; but his preciousness arises
out of what he is in himself and what he is to them, not
from their belief. A theoretical knowledge will not make
him so. See to this, dear friends. Keep it in view; be
not satisfied with a mere profession in religion. If you
have no experimental acquaintance of the truths you
profess, your religion will come to nothing. The only
safe religion is that which God begins and works in the
heart. Where this exists, there will be a sense of one's
own ruined condition as a sinner before him, a sense of
one’s own helplessness, a sense of one’s own nothingness,
and that CEHRIST 18 ALL AND IN ALL. May the Lord
help you to know and to feel the power of his truth, for
his name’s sake. Amen.
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The Unsearchable Riches of Christ.—EPHESIANS iii. 8,

It is said that young sheep like to smell the breath of
the old sheep. I believe itistrue; and I am quite surein
spiritual things young believers in Christ like to hear old
believers speak of the Lord Jesus.

«His name, like precious ointment shed,
Delights the church around.”

And it is equally true that old believers like to hear the
young believer talk of Jesus. How I enjoyed the singing
of that 171st hymn just concluded; it did my soul good
to hear our young friends singing,—
“Take Him for strength and righteousness;

Make Him thy refuge in distress;

Love Him above all earthly joy,

And Him in everything employ.”
That one verse contains a body of doctrinal, experimental,
and practical divinity which all of you will do well to
think over. Now, I know some of you young folks love
the name which you have been singing about. Do you
never forget that verse; have it with you everywhere; it
will prove suitable for you in every condition of your
life. I have found it so for thirty-six years; and I am
quite sure whoever has sung that hymn from the heart
this evening will sing the praises of Jesus in heaven.

The words which I have read as a text we had under
consideration in the morning. We first spoke upon the
Person of Christ as the Son of God, and then entered
upon the threshold of that sweet truth, the Son of God
taking our nature into personal union with himeelf.
These two points are to be considered as the foundation
of all that is to be said on the second and third heads of
our subject. Let us now notice the seconDp head.
No.15.
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I1. TrE RicHEs oF THE Lorp JEsus CHRIST. By
the word riches we ordinarily understand wealth, opulence,
abundance of that which is valuable, ete. Thus we employ
the word riches in reference to the Person of Christ. “Ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who though he
was rich yet for our sakes became poor, that we through
his poverty might be made rich.

Observe, 1. His riches are grounded on his Sonship.
The riches of Christ are peculiar to his Person as the Son
of God. These riches are blessedly adapted to meet the
wants of the most needy and bankrupt sinner. Man’s
nature is so constituted as to need everything that Christ
73 and everything that Christ Zas. Sin has certainly
ruined every man and woman ; but, if sin had never
entered this world, if man had remained perfectly obe-
dient, innocent, and thereby immeortally happy in this
world, as God’s creature, still he would have possessed
nothing but what he derived from the fulness which is in
Christ. Man at his best state is altogether vanity. (Ps.
xxxix. 5.) He is nothing, he has nothing in himself; he
is less than nothing.

Now, the believer in Jesus when quickened by the Holy
Ghost is made to feel his own nothingness, neediness, and
helplessness. This is his first step in the divine life; he
is made to look out of himself to the Lord Jesus for
everything both for time and for eternity.

*Stripp’d of all his fancied meetness
To approach the dread I AM,
He is led to see all fitness
Centring in the worthy Lamb.”

“For in him,” gaith the apostle in writing to the Colos-
sians, ii. 9, “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily,” It pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell.” (Col. i. 19.)

These stores of divine grace, without which the believer
could not exist a single day,—no, not a moment,—are all
treasured up in Christ for his supply, safety and security,
by virtue of the covenant of grace between the eternal
and ever-blessed Trinity as it is declared in that pre-
cious epistle whence we have taken our text, i. 3, 4:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ, according as he hath chosen
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us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before him in love.”

This brings us to notice,

2. The riches of Christ are displayed to the Church of
God in the Mediatorial character and offices he sustains.

His mediatorial character is seen in the united natures
of his Person. All the blessings of the covenant of grace
flow through the Person of the Mediator, from the gift of
the Father, and are applied by the Holy Spirit to the
heart and conscience of the believer. His Godhead and
his manhood united in one person fitted him for Mediator.
A mediator is one person undertaking with a personal
interest a cause existing between two parties. Such was
the Lord Jesus Christ; he was eminently fitted for such
a work, and such a work was needed. Man by nature is
a sinner, a rebel, a creature, and fallen from the state in
which he had been created,—a rebel against God’s govern-
ment, a sinner against God. It was man that could not
be reconciled to God his Creator, though God in himself
is holy, full of love and goodness. Strange as it may
appear, it is man the offender that is to be reconciled. 1t
reminds one of a Spanish proverb, “The man who has
injured you will never forgive you.” Yes, it is the
enmity of man the offender that has to be removed. He
seeks no reconciliation ; for * when we were enemies,” that
is, in a state of enmity, “we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son.” This is the testimony of God
the Holy Ghost by the mouth of the apostle Paul. (Rom.
v. 8,10.) Now, none but the Lord Jesus Christ was able
and willing for such a work. He was God-man in one
person. (Col. ii. 19.) And who could be so fit to bring
God and man together as he who was himself both God
and man? who so fit to negotiate the work of reconcilia-
tion and salvation, as he who could act between both?
Such was the Lord Jesus Christ ; possessing both natures,
it showed his fitness for the work. He is truly God; he
is truly man. He was the only person that could be sent
on the errand of mercy to accomplish man’s redemption ;
the offices he holds in the church show his fitness for the
great work, and his fitness is grounded on his Sonship.
As we in the common concerns of life appoint a person
to hold a certain office of responsibility and trust in
consequence of his previous fitness personally considered,
30 Jesus became the Mediator of the covenant by virtue
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of his previous fitness as the Son of God. It was not
the covenant of grace that made him what he was, but
it was made the means of displaying what he was,—the
eternal Son of the eternal Father; neither was it the
fact of his being sent in the likeness of sinful flesh that
became the ground of his Sonship. Before he was sent
he was the Son of God, but he was not the Son of God
because he was sent; his Sonship belongs to his divine
person, not simply to his work. Jesus was a Son long
before he was sent; from eternity he was God’s own Son,
(John i. 14,) as several scriptures plainly declare and
intimate; but men, who have their own creeds to uphold
and their own parties to serve, seem as though they
would resist the Holy Ghost, and give God’s word the
lie. These remarks on the mediatorial character of Christ
will now enable us to proceed to the consideration of the
riches he possesses in his offices of ProPHET, PRIEST,
and Kixa.

1. His Prophetical office. This embraces the several
characters he bears to the church of God as their teacher,
guide, and counsellor. Here his riches are set forth in
his word as being most ample and abundant. (Ps. cxlvii.
5.) “His understanding is infinite;” (Isa. xl. 14;)
“There is no searching of his understanding;” (Col. ii.
3;) “In him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge ;” (Isa. liii. 11;) “By his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many, for he shall bear their
iniquities ;” (Eph. i. 8;) “He hath abounded towards us
in all wisdom and prudence;’ (Eph. iii. 10;) “The
manifold wisdom of God;” (Job xxxvi. 22;) “Who
teacheth like him?” (1 Cor. i. 30;) He is of God made
unto us wisdom; (1 Cor. i. 24;) the wisdom of God.
These passages refer to him as God; as man, it is ex-
pressly said of him, “ Grace is poured into thy lips ;” (Ps.
xlv. 2;) “He was filled with wisdom ;* (Luke ii. 40;)
His wisdom astonished his enemies: “ Whence hath this
man this wisdom?” (Matt. xiii. 54.) Jude speaks of
Jesus as being ‘“the only wise God our Saviour,” 25th
verse, Thus we see the attribute of wisdom is a part of his
riches that constitute him so eminently suited for the
church of God, both on earth and before time. As our
wonderful counsellor, how his wisdom shone in the plan
of salvation when he undertook our cause! Who but the
Son of God could take the book of the mystery of our
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redemption, and open every seal? The council of peace
was between the Father and the Son. By wisdom,
infinitely glorious, was the plan of salvation contrived;
and by power, infinitely glorious, was it effected. Here
we see I the most extensive sense the beauty of that
commonplace phrase, “ Knowledge is power.” Not only
by the wisdom of God were the worlds framed, but we
see innumerable millions of the lost race of mankind are
eternally saved by a wisdom which bespeaks God for its
author. “Ob, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God!” (Romans xi. 83.) Here is
an ocean without a shore, without a bottom. This wisdom
maketh wise unto salvation ; it descends from above; it
is imparted to his creatures for the accomplishment of his
own designs,” the glory of his great name, the eternal
salvation of his church, and to enrich them in all know-
ledge. This was a matter of the apostle’s earnest prayer
both for the Ephesians and the Colossians, that they might
have the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of Christ, that they might be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, (Eph. i.
17,18; Col. 1. 9.) As their divine teacher, who teacheth
like him? Who can impart the wisdom of God, but the
God man? How can the divine mind be communicated to
the human soul, but through the union of the divine and
the human natures as they dwelt in the Person of the Son
of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. O, what riches are here
dwelling in Christ, wisdom and knowledge in all their
fulness, #reasuries of wisdom and knowledge. Al the’
treasuries, and all these to be available to and for the
church of God before time, through time, and throughout
eternity; every step in our divine life is directed by in-
finite wisdom; it guides our way through all this mortal
exigstence, “ wisdom profitable to direct,” and skill to act,
both come from and through Christ the Mediator. He
who gave Bezaleel skill to execute works of art for the
service of the Tabernacle, gives knowledge to the plough-
man for casting seed into the ground, (Isa. xxviii. 28, 29.)
It is owing to this great truth, “Christ is of God made
unto us wisdom,” that the apostle James instructs the
church : “If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God,
who giveth Zo all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it
shall be given him.” Thus through life we are assured,
“The wayfaring man though a fool shall not err therein.”
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The riches of Christ’s prophetical office provide for every
possible contingency or emergency of the wilderness state.

2. His Priestly office. This may be said to be the
chiefest, the most eminent of the characters Jesus bears
to the church of God. This is his great work; here is
the most conspicuous element of his mediatorship. It
embraces his priesthood, his sacrifice, his propitiation,
his advocacy and intercessorship. First, let us consider
the constitution of his office; this I think will help us to
discover something of those riches which characterise him
ag our great high-priest. At your leisure consult the 7th
chapter of Hebrews. The apostle uses the analogy of
Melchisedec’s unknown ancestry toset forth the eternity
of Christ’s priesthood ; and, after asserting Jesus was not
made a priest either by man or in this time state, he uses
these remarkable words, “ made after the power of an end-
less life,” and quotes, in proof, Ps. cx. 4; “Thou art a
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” Now, if
I understand the apostle’s meaning, by the same anoint-
ing as by which he wrote, he speaks of Christ’s eternal
generation. “The power of an endless life” can have
reference only to his possessing “life in himself;” (John
v. 26;) “In him was life,”” (John i. 4.) The power of an
endless life consists in possessing life in its essence, which
is peculiar to God only, and this life is in his Son, for he
is the Son of God; having therefore an untraceable priest-
hood, after the similitude of Melchisedee, and by an act
of God the Father, in the covenant of grace, declared to
be a Priest for ever, not merely in perpetuity, as some
aver, but from eternity. His priesthood being as dateless
as his'sonship, for I regard the words, “ Thou art a Priest
for ever,” as being coeval with those, in point of existence,
as, “Thou art my Son, this day,” &e. (Ps.ii. 7.) But it
may be asked, why so tenacious of Christ’s eternity?
what has it to do with his Priesthood ? Much every way;
it shows a fulness of power, of merit, of mercy, as dis-
playing such riches in his Person, as our great, high-priest,
as to superabound over all the ruin and misery of man’s
fallen condition. If Jesus had not been our Priest before
sin had its origin, we had been left poor indeed; but, O
the exceeding riches of his grace, ample provision was
made in the constitution of his office by his Person being
eternal. The church of God was ever eternally secure in
him. He was the Anti-Phineas, turning away the wrath
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of God from his people. He is our propitiation, he is our
peace, he has made peace by the blood of his cross. Oh
the riches of this propitiation; he stood in the breach, he
stayed the plague of death ; his merits being all sufficient,
and grounded on the nature of his Person. The reality
of his great work in our behalf, when in such imminent
danger and ruin, became his riches to us as our priest.
His propitiatory work saves us; otherwise, God had
been a consuming fire, and it is indeed of his mercies that
we are not consumed. But we must not stay longer here.
Jesus displays his riches to us in his priestly office, in
that he is also our sacrifice. Oh, here are riches indeed :
“By one offering he hath for ever perfected them that are
sanctified.” He is our offering as well as our priest. He
entered within the veil with his own blood, not the blood
of others. Holy in himself as priest, holy in his person,
hig sacrifice is perfect and complete. He presented an
offering which God our Father accepted, and was well
pleased with. By the sacrifice of himself, sin was con-
demned in his flesh, and for ever put away. God’s law
was honoured and magnified, divine justice was satisfied,
the sinner is saved, and glory redounds to the name of
Jesus, whose name is above every name. Oh, the riches
of that blood to avail for the propitiation of an offended
God, to avail for the pardon of sin of so many millions of
the human race; it is beyond .our utmost conceptions.
Oh, have you ever felt the wrath of God against sin in
your own conscience ? have you ever had a sight of the
numerousness, the enormity, the infinity of your own
personal sins ? and have you ever had a faith’s view of
the blood of Jesus cleansing you from ALL sin? If so,
did you not feel his blood most rich, most precious, that
it should take away all guilt from your conscience? Oh,
yes, I am sure you did; it was the greatness of his
Person as the Son of God that gave such merit, such
efficacy, such power to his atoning blood ; such riches as
will provide for all the ransomed church of God while
time shall last ; and when they have ceased sinning, still
his blood will be as rich as ever, and will be the theme
of their adoring gratitude and praise. As in Rev. i. 5,
“Unto him who hath loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood.”

And, oh, how sweetly the riches of his priestly office
arve proved by the church and enjoyed, in the fact of hir
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being their intercessor. The church in this militant state
needs such an intercessor as Christ is, his Person as God-
man mediator.so well qualifies him for this indispensable

office. He ever liveth to make intercession for all who

come unto God by him. As sinners in ourselves, how

could we hope for acceptance at the throne of mercy but

by virtue of our great High Priest pleading for us in the

high court of heaven ? for so long as we are upon this

earth we are within gunshot of the enemy of our souls,

and shall always need the assistance, the powerful assist-

ance, of our ever-living intercessor. We are constantly

offending, but he is constantly interceding. Oh, the

exceeding riches of his grace. The much incense of his

prayer avails. He has prayed for us, and therefore our -
faith fails not; we are strengthened with strength in our

souls by reason of his intercession. As man, he knows

our weaknesses, he knows all our complaints ; as God, he

has all power in heaven and in the earth. He has power

also with his Father; he pleads his own sacrifice. He

pleads our cause when we have not a word to plead, and

succeeds in carrying it to a safe and glorious issue.

And no less glorious are the riches of his priestly office
displayed than in his being our righteous advocate with
the Father. Oh, to have such an advocate in the high
court of heaven, when the poor sinner is overtaken by
sin, tripped up by the devil and thrown down in the mire
of his guilt. Defiled and loathsome as we are, to whom
can we go but to Jesus onr advocate? where can we go
but to the throne of mercy ? But, oh, that cruel enemy
of our souls, Satan, he is there to resist us, to oppose us,
to accuse us; and it is all true what our indictment styles
us. We are already self-condemmed, but Jesus is our
advocate ; he rebukes the enemy of our souls, and sets us
free from condemnation. Oh, wondrous riches of our
advocate ; his merits as “the righteous” advocate are
made over to us; we are ‘cleansed, clothed afresh, set at
happy liberty. Satan is nonplussed and defeated. Then
again, there is an ungodly world and a false professing
church. How they accuse the true child of God! Ever
and anon the poor soul is shamefully aspersed and misre-
presented, thrust as it were in the stocks and cruelly
treated ; but Jesus is our advocate, he appears on our
behalf, he bids us wait patiently for him, and not to fret
because of him who bringeth wicked devices to pass. Oh,
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the riches of his advocacy; he brings forth in his own
good time our righteousness as the noon-day light, and
enables us to set the world and carnal professors at
defiance, and to rejoice in him as our ever-abiding friend
and pleader.

3. His Kingly Office. This embraces his Government,
Providence, and Protection. Here we have the media-
torial character of our blessed Lord displayed in its widest
and fullest extent. The worlds of nature and of grace are
under his dominion, and from him have their support.
His power and authority is over all creatures, whether
under the earth, on the earth, or above the earth. Heaven
is his throne. Justice and judgment are the habitation
of his throne. The riches he possesses in his mediatorial
offices as Prophet, Priest, and King are underived, eter-
nal, coexistent, and inseparable. It would be fearful to
suppose that Jesus was invested with his different offices
at different times, or that he acts at one time according
to one, and at another time according to another. We
have already concluded that the eternity of his Person is
the foundation of his riches as Mediator, and therefore
from the very first he must have been possessed of the
powers of all his offices; and in every part of his work
they must have all come into operation: “For it pleased
the Father that in him,” his Sonm, “should all fulness
dwell;” “the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” At no
time was he without it, and therefore perish the thought
that any given point of time should make Jesus what he
is. Let 1t, therefore, be borne in mind that his media-
torial dominion and his propitiatory sacrifice are insepa-
rable. He sits a Priest upon his throne. Numerous are
the Scriptures which set forth Christ as King, but a few
shall suffice here: Heb. iv. 14; x. 12, 18; Zech. ix. 9
Soug iii. 11; Isa. xxxiii. 17; Ps. exlix. 2; Isa. vi. 5.
The government is laid upon his shoulders. All power is
given unto him both in heaven and on earth.

We might pursue this theme to an inconceivable ex-
tent. It cannot be fathomed. The majesty of his king-
dom 1is glorious ; it is derived from his Person as the Son
of God. As it behoved Christ to suffer, so it behoved
Christ to conquer; ‘“for he must reign till he hath put
all encmies under his feet.” His threefold offices com-
plete his mediatorial work and character. He is a per-
fect and complete Saviour. As the Priest for the sins of
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God’s chosen, he has made ample and all-sufficient atone-
ment; our ransom is effected, and there is now no con-
demmation. As our Prophet, the glad tidings he pub-
lishes and makes known to the wounded conscience, that
the curse of the law and of sin has been removed. As our
King, he gives effect to all he has done by applying the
word, for without the word of a king there is no power;
then it is the heart believes. It is the regal authority
which Christ possesses that gives such power to his sacri-
fice and intercession. To this end was his incarnation.
(John xviii. 37.) And, oh, how this fact brings his per-
sonal dignity into near relationship with the subjects of
his spiritual kingdom! Not only was it necessary he
should reign over men, devils, and angels ; but, to qualify
him for ruling over man, it would appear requisite that
he should possess human nature. The height of his per-
sonal dignity as the Son of God seems to preclude the
possibility of this relationship to his subjects; but by the
mystery of the incarnation this obstruction is taken away;
by the Son of God taking into union our nature with his
person, he became also the Son of man: “The Word was
made flesh.” He who, as God, was so far removed above
all that was human, was, as man, qualified for possessing
and exercising all the tender sympathies of humanity.
He, as man, is touched with a feeling sense of our infir-
mities, and, as God, is fitted to rule in the hearts of his
people with all the sensibilities of a brother beloved. We
may, therefore, come boldly to the throne of grace,
“because the King is near of kin to us.”

Time would fail albogether to refer to his riches, in par-
ticular as our King. His extensive knowledge of all his
subjects is amazing, and is truly comforting. He knows
all their names, the places of their abode, their circum-
stances, and all their wants: “I know all the fowls of
the mountain.” (Psalm 1. 11.) Oh what wisdom he
possesses to direct and dispose of all our intricate affairs;
what power to execute, what might and authority, what
dignity, what unbounded compassion, tender mercy;
what loving-kindness and bountifulness. All these regal
qualifications meet in the Person of Messiah, the Prince
of peace, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Of his
dominion there shall be no end; his kingdom is an ever-
lasting kingdom, and his dominion “endureth for ever
throughout all generations.”

C
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Such, therefore, being the nature and character of Christ
as our King, we, who are the favoured subjects of his king-
dom in grace, cannot but rejoice in his divine administra-
tion. (Ps. cxlix. 2.) He rules by love and in love. He
controls all events in the world for the welfare of his body,
the church. The world itself, with all its nations, their
national, pelitical, and commercial affairs, are all under his
government; their destinies are subjected to his will and
authority ; the principalities and powers of the air, the
spiritual wickedness that rules in high places, are all under
his surveillance, and render obedience to his almighty
fiat. His church is under his government; the spiritual
enemies of our souls, such as pride, unbelief, self-will,
evil desires, and all the corruptions of our nature, are
kept in curb by his controlling influence. He lifts up =
standard against Satan, that great enemy of our souls’
peace, comfort, and progress in the divine life; he is a
chained enemy, and is ever held under restraint. Even
death itself, the last enemy, even he shall be destroyed by
the brightness of his coming, for he is the King of glory,
the Lord strong and mighty, mighty in battle.

And O how the riches of his regal character are dis-
played in his Providence: “He opens his hand and satis-
fieth the desire of every living thing. (Ps. cxlv. 16.)
While he graciously supplies his church with all their
gifts, graces, and blessings as needed, he cares for all
their personal necessities. Poor tried child of God, with
that solitary piece of money in your pocket, how often
your heart has ached in looking at it, not knowing what
way to take, what to do for the best. Jesus, your King,
has his kind eye over you. He will direct you and bless
you. O look, look again: “He overrules all mortal
things, and manages your mean affairs.”” Think not that
your trifles are beneath his notice. O no; he made every
grain of sand; he knows their number, and every grain
has its appointed place. All your trials are kmown to
him; they are dealt out to you in weight and measure by
his infinite wisdom—

t They come in his appointed hour,
Clad with a high commission’d power,
Perform the p se of his heart, :
Engender good, and then depart.”

Remember, he is the mighty God of Jacob; still the

same God to you as he was to Jacob. O to be favoured



THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST. 27

with the spirit of wrestling prayer, in the long, dark
night of trial, affliction, and poverty. May it be yours
to say and know, “ Happy is he that hath the mighty
God of Jacob for his help.” (Ps.cxlvi. 5.) Yes, if your
circumstances are ever so miserable in the world, yet in
Christ you have peace. He bids you remember it: “In
the world ye shall have tribulation, but,”—O that blessed
but !—“inme ye kave peace.” You haveit now. “Ah,”
say you, “ T wish I could feel it.” Well, I wish you did;
but you Aave it for all that. Come, be of good cheer,
Jesus is your King; he has overcome the world ; the sor-
rows of this life shall not take away your peace, though you
are disburbed about it. All your needs shall be supplied
from his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. God grant
you, by his Spirit, a sweet application of his promise
to your own soul, for his name’s sake.

Further, how delightful to consider that, as Jesus is our
King, he is our Protector. Speak we of power? His arm is
strong. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round them that
fear him, and delivereth them. He surrounds them with
defence from every foe, spiritual, sensual, or worldly. He
guards all his pilgrims through the desert. He is their
sun and shield. Our enemies are numerous, lively, and
strong, but he has a fulness of power. The Lord God is
a man of war; he is competent to deal with every kind of
foe, subtle as they may be; he comprehends their mis-
chievous designs and devices, and will overthrow them in
the midst. Remember, he is called King of Saints, the
highest title of king. He is your king. He will act as
your king. Are you timid? Does not this encourage
you? Are you desponding? Does not this animate
you? Are you faint and weary? He will give you
strength. He will go before you, and lead you on in the
way of his steps.

8. The riches of Christ are pre-eminently so, by the
witness which is borne to them both in the Word of God
and in our own experience.

John the Divine says, (i. 14,) “The Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace aud truth.” Here
is the double testimony which every true believer in
Christ possesses. What God’s word says, the soul may
rely on; and when the Spirit applies it to the conscience,
the soul is sure to believe it; indeed, there is no true
belief of God’s word but in this way. Come, my hearer, is
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- this the way you are made to know God’s word to be true ?
There is no true knowledge of Jesus Christ but by a
divine revelation of God the Father, and by the applica-
tion of God the Holy Ghost. No salvation without it—
no condemnation with it. Jesus is full of grace and
truth. How rich he must be! What wnnumbered mil-
lions of the human race have been enriched by him, in all
grace, love, and goodness, and will ever continue to be,
through all time and fo all eternity; and yet he is as rich
as ever. His bounty has not impoverished him. He is
as full of truth as he is of grace. He is to be trusted for
everything:
“ Take him for strength and righteousness;
Make him your refuge in distress;

Love him above all earthly joy,
And him in everything employ.”

You must excuse the repetition of that sweet verse. It
can do you no harm to hear it again; for, if your experi-
ence corresponds to the precious doctrine it contains, your
salvation is as sure as God’s throne.

He is full of grace and truth; and the apostle adds,
““And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for
grace.” O how suited is such a rich Saviour to such poor
miserable sinners as we are! We are nothing without
him; but by him we are enriched in every grace and
gift—acceptable to God the Father through him—perfect
in his righteousness, strong in his strength. All grace is
made to abound toward us. Adopting grace. “The
Spirit beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God; and, because we are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father. Here, you see, is the realization of
our upnion to Chriet our Head and Elder Brother; a
union of relationship. ‘What riches can a poor soul want
more, if he is made thus to feel his adoption in Christ ?
How easy, then, to trace the source of it to the predesti-
nating love of God the Father, choosing his Person in
Christ, blessing him with all spiritual blessings in heaven-
ly places in him before the world began ; and if, as geolo-
gists say, this world was in existence many thousand
years before man was placed on it, then how glorious they
unwittingly make the grace of God to appear! What
treasures of grace in Christ are thereby displayed! His
church secured in him,—all their persons, their grace, and
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their glory, all treasured up in him, ages and ages before
the world began. And O, the riches of his pardoning
grace! Did you ever have a revelation made to you of
the infiniteness of your sins?—inconceivably numerous,
and yet his pardoning blood has swelled above the sea of
your sins, follies, and thoughts. His blood availing for
all your sins, all my sins, and the whole of the sins of an
elect world—millions upon millions. O how rich the
grace! Thus it has ever been—thus it now is, and ever
shall be, world without end. Sweet theme for the poet
and every blood-bought child of God. They can sing—
¢t Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,

Till all the ransom’d church of God
Be saved to sin no more.”

8. Look, too, at the riches of his sanctifying grace.
How it has cleansed our spotted souls from deepest dye;
again and again it cleanses the conscience. And re-
member, too, the riches of this grace are to be viewed as
the personal acts of Jesus, not the influence of our know-
ledge. Sweet as may be the knowledge of this truth, our
knowledge is not the influence, not the power, by which
we are freed and set at liberty. It is a personal act of
God’s Spirit upon the soul. O, then, how rich the grace!
Repeated acts of transgression as often cleansed. This is
not to allow the believer to live in sin, No, God forbid !
but to save him from its commission. Sin would damn
him, but grace shall save him. It separates him from
the world, its company, its influence, its maxims, and its
pursuits. Jesus is rich in sanctifying grace.

4. He is rich also in justifying grace: “In the Lord
shall all the seed of Israel be justified and shall glory.”
(Isa. xlv. 25.) In his sight as God only, no flesh can be
justified. O the riches, therefore, his people possess in
him as Mediator! In him, as the God-man, they have
righteousness. His justifying grace is that free gift
which hath abounded unto many offences. Here we see
the exceeding riches of his grace: “For if, through one
man’s offence, many be dead, much more the grace of
God and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, kath abounded unto many. (Rom. v. 15,16.)
O the glorious contrast between our federal head, Adam,
and our ever-living Head, Jesus Christ. Adam’s one
offence beggared us all; but, by the righteousness of
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Christ, believers stand for ever justified from all things.
Sefan condemns, conscience condemns, ungodly men con-
demn, worldly professors condemn, but Jesus acquits:
“ Who is he that condemneth ? It is God that justifieth ;
it is Christ that died.” Believer, here is your standing,
here is your safety. If you are walking after the Spirit,
and not after the flesh, there can be no condemuation to
you. Walking after the Spirit may be said to be an out-
ward sign, a proof of an inward and spiritual grace—a
grace as free as it is rich.

5. Preserving grace. Preserved until called. The
ministry of angelic hosts is employed to secure the per-
sons of those who shall be heirs of salvation. (Heb. i.14.)
Satan seems aware of this. How low he drags some into
the depths of iniquity. What easy fools some of us have
been to his delusive snares. Some have been snatched as
brands from the eternal burning, and they can sing with
Kent—

* Pregerved in Jesus when my foet made haste to hell;

And there I should have gone, but thou dost all things well ;
Thy love was great, thy mercy free,
‘Which from the pit deliver'd me.”

6. Persevering grace. Here the riches of our Saviour
God again appear. Midst numerous snares and gilded
baits—with a tendency of one’s old nature to draw us
back to perdition—the unyielding opposition of one’s old
master the devil, grace is given to persevere to the
end. The saints’ final perseverance is guaranteed in the
covenant of grace, backed by many exceeding great and
precious promises. “The righteous shall hold on his
way.” “The path of the just is as the shining lighs,
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 1
know many of God’s dear children, if not all at times,
sometimes think that this sin, or that temptation, will
overcome them. It is true they are weak, but Jesus is
strong ; and we are confident of this very thing, “ that he
who hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.”

““ Whom once he receives, his Spirit ne’er leaves,
Nor ever repents of the grace that he gives.”

7. Orowning grace. Here the riches of Jehovah Jesus
are displayed in unsullied brilliancy to all his people :
“The Lord will give grace and glory.” (Pea. lxxxiv.)
“I give unto my sheep eternal life.” ¢ Father, I will
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that they also whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am, that they may behold my glory which thou
hast given me ”—(John xvii. 24)—his mediatorial glory
and his primeval glory as the Eternal Son of God. Our
Redeemer possesses both and dispenses both. His people
shall eternally behold him crowned with glory and
honour, crowned with many crowns. He possesses a
fulness of glory. He has it in himself: “ For it pleased
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; in his
glorified presence there is fulness of joy, and at his right
hand there are pleasures for evermore.” O the glories
that await the church of God: “The eye hath not seen,
nor hath the ear heard, nor hath it entered the heart of
man to conceive the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him.” We must die to knowit. Crowns
of joy and everlasting songs await each believer as he
enters the pearly gates of the heavenly city. O, then, to
see Jesus as he is. This will make amends for all the
tribulation and anguish endured in this world. We
shall lose sight of if all in one glance of the altogether
loveliness of his Person.

¢« His grace will be our song and boast,
And Christ our all in all.”

But I see your time is gone. I must hasten to a con-
clusion. My third head, the unssarchablencss of Christ’s
riches, I cannot enter upon to-night, and I have one or
two more things to say yet before I can dismiss this por-
tion of the subject.

There is in Christ “durable riches and righteousness.
Riches and honour are with him.” His fruit is better
than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than
choice silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the
midst of the paths of judgment, that I may cause those
that love me to inherit substance, and I will fill their
treasures.” (Prov. viii. 21.) Now, the sum and substance
of all that Christ is and can be to his people may be
summed up in three words—LiguT, LIFE, and POWER.
These are durable riches, substance; it is the essence of
true religion, and there is no religion worth the name if
it be without these primary elements. My friepds, lqok
to yourselves, see that your religion consists of light, life,
and power. If it have not, depend upon it, it is the wrong
sort, it will never take you to where Christ is; and let
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me say too, light, life, and power are the characteristics
of the ministry which God employs in his church. Where-
ever there is a deficiency of these elements in the preach-
ing of the word, be it ever so sound in the letter, you may
rely upon it, God is neither blessing the word nor owning
the preacher as his servant. He may be a man of God,
but not his servant in the Gospel. I do not, of course,
mean by light, life, and power, mere intellectnal acumen,
loudness of voice, and forcibleness of manner. These are
but natural gifts and proper in their place; were I pos-
sessed of them I could not be sufficiently thankful, but
I must contend for a vital religion, a vital ministry, apart
from everything that may be naturally good in itself.
Nothing less will satisfy me, nor ought it to satisfy you.
Now in Christ there is a fulness of spiritual light, of
spiritual life and spiritual power. It is associated with
and derivable from his threefold offices of Prophet, Priest,
and King. When Christ reveals himself to us as our
Prophet, we have light, for he is light in his essence, he
is the light, the true light. Every believer renewed in
the spirit of his mind, is translated from darkness to light,
and is made light in the Lord. Have you any such light
as this—light én Christ, light from Christ, a light to
Christ? Thus is it when Christ is made known to us as
our Priest; his sacrificial death is our life. Not only so,
but he is life too in its essence. “In him was life, and the
life was the light of men.” (Johni. 4.) Now, do pray
observe this, the life in Christ becomes to us our light;
therefore whatever light you have see that it is derived
from life in Christ. Light without life is a very poor
sort of religion, I assure you. “True religion is more than
notion, something must be known and felt.” You will ask
me what I mean by power—active energy, life in activity,
the Spirit of God energising the soul, it is the kingly
office of Christ carried out by the Spirit under his autho-
rity. It is the soul’s experience of the demonstration of
the Spirit with power. If you are believers united to
Christ by a true and living faith, you will know what 1
mean. 1 have my own way of expressing the truths I
preach, but truth is ever the same, no matter the phrase-
ology of the speaker. A man may bea fool, even a maniac,
but if he be a child of God he knows what is light, life,
and power. A few dayssince Iwas told of a poor female,
a maniac; after her death, Hart’s hymns, which had been
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in her possession, was found to have had written on the
title-page, “ Light, Life, and Power.” When I heard it
I eaid, “ Oh how striking! the very characteristics of his
hymns.” Poor creature! she was bereft of reason as to this
world, but her soul was perfectly sane; she knew the light,
life, and power of God’s truth, and I could well under-
stand her feeling as to so express it in regard to that all
but inspired book. Naturally, I expect, the poetic con-
veyance of truth to her soul was underanged, for I well
recollect another similar case, poor John Batt. He was a
Tunatic; his mind was sadly out of tune with rational things,
but upon soul matters, provided they were expressed in
the language of Hart’s or Kent's hymns, he was perfectly
conscious, and exhibited superior intelligence in spiritual
traths and a deep-felt experience. It was my mercy to be
well acquainted with both those choice books, and it was
my privilege, and there were but few others who had it,
to hold sweet fellowship with this poor lunatic in this
peculiar channel. Here you have, then, an illustration of
the nature of divine things, how distinct and separate it
is from things of this world or the religion of the flesh.
The religion of the present day, that is, its public profes-
sion, is made very attractive, both to the eye, the ear, and
the carnal judgment; but the circumstantials of God’s
worship and of the profession of his name may be made
as worldly and as fashionable as any matters of business.
Indeed, it is my sad lot to see that it is “ dusiness” which
has very largely crept into religion, but, ah! there is no
light, life, and power in all this. I grant there is much
activity, but no life; mechanical activity, not spiritual
life. I dare say you think me very harsh, but I speak
the truth and lie not.

But one word more, and I have done. What riches
there are in Christ as the salvation of his people, his
glory is great in our salvation. - 'What a fulness of salva-
tion! ¢ With the Lord there is plenteous redemption.”
(Ps. cxxx. 7.) “ He saves to the uttermost all who come
unto God by him.” (Heb.vii. 25.) He saved his church
before time by becoming their surety. This shows how
great his riches are; for who would accept a surety but
where his sufficiency was undoubted and well known? Jesus
is able; he is mighty to save; he is an all-sufficient
Saviour. All-sufficient was his one offering when he, as
the substitute of his church, made a full expiation for all
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their guilt. Saved with an everlasting salvation. Saved
in time from the power of inbred sin, salvation within as
well as salvation without. O the riches of his mercy and
his power! There is an illimitableness both as to his
grace and his ability. It reaches, too, over and beyond
the most extreme case of misery and danger that can be
supposed. God’s uttermost cannot possibly be reached
by the loftiest stretch of the human intellect. The ubter-
most of Christ’s salvation and the uttermost of the sinner’s
ruin are without comparison or parallel. “ For as the hea-
vens are higher than the earth, so are God’s thoughts above
ours;” and the riches of his grace are quite as much above
our sin, misery, and poverty. We may know all the
depths of our own evil, as did Hezekiah, but it is impos-
sible ever to know the extent of the heart of Christ.
The most desperate case of deep sorrow, whether of soul
or of circumstances, can be met by a single promise of his
grace. A line of a hymn, one word, one look, will hush
the storm of the soul into a calm.

¢ One look from that dear Lord whose brow compassion wears,
‘Will much of heavenly bliss afford, e’en in this vale of tears.”

But I think I can hear some poor disconsolate soul
saying, “ Ah, sir, you have said many glowing things
about the person of Christ and his riches, and I believe 1t
all; but it does not remove the sense of my deep misery.
T have heard all you have said for this hour past, but not
one word has reached my case.” Poor soul! you are indeed
in a low place. I would that I could draw you out. I
see where you are, and the plight you are in. You are
not so much half starved as that you are half dead. It
is not s0 much the food of the gospel that you want as
it is some cordial dropped into your fainting soul; you
want strength in your soul. May God help you. God
only can give it. O cry mightily to him, “ he will come
and save you;” he has bound himself to do it. David
has been where you are, and he has recorded it for your
encauragement: “ In the day when I cried thou answeredst
me and strengthenedst me in my soul.” (Ps. exxxviii. 3.)
But you say, “I am weary with crying, I have no more
strength.”  Well then, look and look again, help will
come. Jesus himself has been there before you; he
knows your case. His soul was exceeding sorrowful, even
unto death. His bodily weakness was extreme; his
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pervous power was quite gone when he fell on the ground
in Gethsemane. I am sure you have never been so low as
that, or ever will,

“ What he endured no fongue can tell.”

He sustained a weight which none but an incarnate God
could bear. Jesus knows where you are and kow you are.
““When your spirit is overwhelmed within you,” asin deep
waters drowning, sinking under, still he knows your path.
(Ps. cxlii. 8.) He can see through .the depth of your
sorrows. He knows where to find you, and will send you
help and deliverance. You will yet say, “ Thou which
hast showed me great and sore troubles shalt quicken me
again, and bring me up again from the depths of the
earth,”
¢+ He knows how weak and faint thou art,
And must appear at length;
A look from him will cheer thy heart,
And bring renewed strength.”

I must now leave the subject for further consideration,
if the Lord will, till this night week. I must pass over
such inferences as might be suitable for closing this dis-
course. I fully intended to have said something as to the
riches of the various characters Jesus bears to his people
as their Shepherd, Husband, Friend, and so on, as well
also of the various similitudes that are used to express
what he is to us as the Bread and Water of Life, our
Dwelling, our Sun and Shield, but may perhaps refer to
them when we attempt to take up the remaining part,
“the unsearchableness of his riches.” “1 commend you
to God and to the word of his grace.” Let us conclude
with a word of prayer.




THE

UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST.
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III.

The Unsearchable Riches of Christ.—EPHESIANS iil. 8.

THoUGH this is the third time I have called your atten-
tion to these words, I trust your patience is not exhausted.
The text contains a most glorious and inexhaustible sub-
ject; and, if our hearts are kept in tune by the sacred
Spirit,
¢« No sweeter subject can invite
The sinner’s heart to sing.”

‘We proposed to treat our subject under three general
heads: 1st. The Person of Christ; 2nd. His riches; and
3rd. Their unsearchableness.

‘We have spoken in the first discourse on ¢he Person of
Christ, as the Son of God; in the second, we touched a
little upon %is rickes, (chiefly those of his mediatorial
character,) which concern us; but I found it impossible to
say all I intended; the subject grew so much in my mind
while speaking. I therefore announced taking the third
head, their unsearchableness, for this evening. O that
the Spirit of all truth would again help us to see the beau-
ties of our beloved Lord, and the unbounded love of his
heart in becoming what he is to us, that we may be filled
with all the fulness of God. There is something very
exhilarating when, through the Spirit, we are enabled to
contemplate such divine realities. It fills the soul with
heavenly raptures. We can then fully enter into the
feeling of the poet when he sang,

¢ O could I speak the matchless worth,
O could I sound the glories forth,
Which in my Saviour shine,
I’d soar and touch the heavenly strings,
And vie with Gabriel while he sings
In notes almost divine.”
No.16.
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We come now to notice, in the THIRD place, the un-
searchableness of Christ’s riches.

The riches of Christ, as I have already intimated, are
those blessings which God the Father hath bestowed upon
his church, in the Person of Christ his Son, and are re-
vealed to us in the gospel through the Spirit. They are
called riches on account of their excellency, fulness, and
variety. They are bestowed in such abundance as to sup-
ply all our wants, and dispensed in such manner as to be
suited to all our necessities.

The riches of Christ are called unsearchable riches.
By unsearchableness, we mean they are wadiscoverable by
human reason, and, as far as they can be known, can only
be known by revelation. The men of this world cannot
know them; they desire not to know them; “ they say
unto God, Depart from us, for we desire not the know-
ledge of thy ways.” (Job xxi. 14.) Hence it is, “the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God;
for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know
them, for they are spiritually discerned. (1 Cor. ii. 14.)
Hence it is, too, they are called “ mysteries,”—* the deep
things of God.” Tie apostle says, “ We speak the wis-
dom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which
God ordained before the world unte our glory.” (1 Cor.
ii. 7.) In the chapter in which our text stands, (verses
8 and 4,) he tells you it was by revelation that the mys-
tery of Christ was made known to him. It is utterly im-
possible for carnal reason to know anything of the un-
searchableness of Christ’s riches; for it is written: “Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God.” (1 Cor. ii. 9, 10.)

As the riches of Christ were unsearchable to reason, so
we find they were but imperfectly known to the prophets
in other ages, and, in fact, unknown to the Gentiles, (like
the light of some distant planet, which has been long
travelling to our earth, and but recently perceived,) so
Christ is more fully displayed to us in the gospel of the
New Testament than in that of the Old Testament.
Doubtless, the spiritual Jews, in the Levitical dispensa-
tion, understood much of Christ, both in the ceremonies
of their religion and in their wilderness life; indeed, the
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apostle states as much, as you will find in his 1st Epistle
to the Corinthians x. 1-4.

¢ The types and shadows were a glass,
In which they saw the Saviour’s face.”

The riches of Christ are of priceless value. There is
no standard or comparisomn by which they can be esti-
mated. We are “bought with a price;” “ None can re-
deem his brother.” «Rivers of oil and thousands of rams
for a burnt-offering, nor the gift of one’s first-born, could
never take away sin,” (Micah vi. 7,) and ransom us from
the bondage of God’s law; but the blood of Christ has
redeemed unnumbered millions of the human race.
‘Worlds could no} save a lost soul. It is a question that
has never yet been answered: “ What shall a man give in
exchange for his soul ?”’ (Mark viii. 37.) Who, then, can
conceive of the love of God in the unspeakable gift of his
Son, by whose precious blood so many millions of the
human race have been redeemed.” (1 Pef. i. 19.)

“ Great was the priee to Justice due,
‘When Jesus would redeem his bride;
Nothing but precious blood would do,
And that must fiow from his own side.

* Not gems nor geld eould bring our pesace,
Nor the whole world’s collected store,
Suffice to purchase our release ;—

A thousand worlds were all too poor.”

The value, then, of Christ’s riches can be known only
by knowing him. His riches and his Person are insepa-
rable. The one cannot be known without the other.
The knowledge of Christ is knowing something of his
riches; the more we know of him, the more we shall dis-
cover the unsearchableness of his riches. This will lead
us to notice,

1. His riches are umsearchable, being grounded on
khis eternal Deity. In my last discourse you may remem-
ber I stated, “ the riches of Christ were grounded on Ais
Sonskip;” how they came to us through his Mediator-
ship; and by virtue of that relationship to his Father and
to us, as being our divine Head and Elder Brother. This
time we have not so much to refer as to what his riches
are, as to the great fact that they are unsearchable; and
this I say, that, being grounded on his eternal Deity, they
are unsearchable. Our Lord Jesus Christ in his divine
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Person, essence, nature, and glory, is eternal, incompre~
hensible, omnipresent, and omnipotent. Now, we have
before shown that the Son of God is eternal by virtue of
that the Father is eternal, and therefore no more need be
said upon this at present. It may not appear very ob-
vious just at this moment what we mean by his riches
being grounded on his eternal Sonship, and their unsearch-
ableness being founded on his eternal Deity; the distinc-
tion, I hope, will be seen by-and-by. Pray for illumination;
pray for me, that I may be able to make known unto you
something of these unsearchable riches. It is impossible
to comprehend them; hut, under the Spirit’s leadings, we
may apprehend, that is, take hold, of a part, though we
cannot grasp all. You are of course fully aware that I
hold the Scriptures teach that the Sonship of Christ is
founded on his divinity, not on his humanity. His divi-
nity being essentially eternal, his personality is eternal,
his Sonship is eternal. There is no material difference, it
is true, between the terms Sonship and his personality;
for the one is as the other; yet to us believers there is, n
some respects, a distinction as to the benefits we derive
from his Sonship, and from its being eternal. You may
remember, perhaps, I said in the first discourse (page 5)
his name, “the Son of God,” is “ both a name of nature
and of relationship.” It is in view of the latter, of rela-
tionship, what he is to us in that relationship, that we
have what are considered the riches of Christ; and it is.
in respect of his nature being eternally divine, that we
have the fact on which is founded the wnsearchablencss
of his riches. This is a weighty subject. It may seem
abstruse to some, but it is far from being unprofitable to
consider. If the Son of God is not eternal, as some
assert, then his riches are not unsearchable. If the Son-
ship of Christ is founded on his incarnation, as some be-
lieve, then his riches are not unsearchable. If the Son-
ship of Christ has only respect to the covenant of grace,
as is very commonly entertained, then his riches are not
unsearchable. In either ease, in which the etemitK of
Christ’s Sonship is denied, we have defas upon which we
can fix. Say, for argument sake, Christ’s Person, as the
Son of God, is founded on his complex nature; then his
riches date, say, some 1860 years back. We have a begin-
ning of a human calculation. I may be told, “ We
believe his divine nature is eternal.” Yes, I know that,
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my friend; but you separate his divine nature from his
Personality as the Son of God, for which you have no
warrant. You are without a foundation. This is not the
truth of God as revealed in his word.

And so I regard the opinion of those good men who
hold that the Person of the Son of God is coeval only
with the covenant of grace, Here, I think, as I have
said before, is a very defective view of Christ’s Person.
He is the Son of God, irrespective of that great transac-
tion. What! would there have been no Son of God, no
God the Father, no God the Holy Ghost, if there had
been no covenant of grace ? O, I think we are not laying
a right, a sufficient foundation for the unsearchableness
of Christ’s riches. Can they be bounded by the extent
of his mediatorial work ? Assuredly not. It is not the
covenant of grace that gave rise to the existence of the
ever-blessed Trinity of Persons in the Godhead; but it
was the revelation of that covenant which discovered to
us the previous constitution, if I might so say, of Jeho-
vah, as the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, out of which
and from whom originated the great scheme of man’s
redemption. Many divines deny this; but men of science
would not talk thus. If they discover a planet, either
by the help of some powerful optical instrument, or from
its light having at length reached our earth, they would
tell us the planet had existed long previously to their per-
ception of it. I grant readily that all the blessings with
which the Church is blessed in Christ their Head are
coeval with the predestinating love of God the Father;
but tke Person of Christ is anterior to his Mediatorship,
not posterior, or even coeval; and, therefore, the un-
searchableness of his riches is over, and above, and beyond
the boundary of the covenant of grace. Tell me the
period when the covenant was made; tell me the number
of the elect, the number of their blessings; then we have
some approximation to the height, the depth, the length,
and breadth of the riches of Christ.

But, again. If the Sonship of Christ is founded on zke
pre-existence of his human soul, then his riches are not un-
searchable; for if these wise men after the flesh, who declare
Christ’s human soul to have had a pre-existence before all
other creatures be correct, they must necessarily limit the
extent of his riches; for with them the human soul is
the foundation of their faney Son of God. This they
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assert to give some pretension to his eternity. Now, if
men are so wise as to be able to trace out an unrevealed
fact, as this their dogma, then they are able to trace the
age of Christ's riches. This, we know, is out of their
ken. Secret things belong to God ; but things revealed,
to us and our children. To my own mind, I see the only
correct view we can take of the unsearchableness of
Christ’s riches is from the fact of his Sonship being
eternal. He is the only true and wise God. Limited
views of his Person must confine us to limited views of
his riches. O, my friends, why should our faith fear to
tread on such high and holy ground as we are now at-
tempting? 1 admit the theme is deep,itishigh. What
can we know ? Such knowledge is too wonderful for us;
we cannot attain unto it; our best thoughts are but poor.
It is impossible to grasp it; it is infinite; but still we
may, if only for a few minutes, survey a single drop of
this eternal ocean, and see in it worlds of beauties, as re-
vealed to the eye of faith. The divinity and eternity of
Christ’s Sonship and Person can be the only sure ground of
his riches being unsearchable, unfathomable, inexhaustible,
unknowable. All other views are contracted, and savour of
human systems. I remember once hearing an anecdote
of a Mexican ambassador visiting the treasurer of the
Spanish kingdom. The chancellor showed him a large
chest filled with coined gold. The ambassador began to
dig with his hand, to find the depth of it. “ What are
you doing?” asked the Spaniard. “O0,” replied the
Mexican, “I am trying to find if there is a bottom.”
“Of course there is,” said the other. “Ah, but,” re-
joined the Mexican, “ my master has a treasury which
has no bottom. He has mines of gold in his possession.
Yours will soon be spent—his will last for ever.,” T leave
you to make the application. We will now pass on to
notice,

2. That the glorious attributes of Christ’s divine Per-
son display the unsearchableness of his riches.

I feel to be venturing on holy ground; but we are not
alone. Prophets and apostles have been before us; we
have his word for our guide, and therefore we may ap-
proach this great subject, though with the most profound
awe and admiration.

The apostle Paul, in 1 Cor. i. 80, says of the Church
of God in Christ Jesus, ®“ Who of God is made unto us
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wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and re-
demption.” O what a revelation is here of Jesus Christ !
‘What he is unto us by virtue of his Godhead, not his
manhood; for, perfect as he was in his human nature,—
holy, harmless, and undefiled, separate from sinners, made
higher than the heavens,—yet that is not the source of
his riches being unsearchable. They come to us unques-
tionably by virtue of his Mediatorship—the God-man.
The union of our nature to his Person makes them avail-
able to us; bubt it is in his Perzon, being the eternal
God, that they are unsearchable.

Let us try, by a step at a time, with the help and bless-
ing of the Lord, to get a nearer view of this amazing truth.
Christ is of God made unto us wisdom. The wisdom of
God made available to us by him. He is our wisdom.
Being blessed with all spiritual blessings in him, we are
blessed with wisdom, a fulness of wisdom; ¢ for it
pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.”
“In him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know-
ledge.” O what heavenly wisdom was needed for such a
scheme of mercy as is revealed in the gospel! The wis-
dom of Ged in a mystery. The more it is pondered over,
the greater, the deeper, it appears; because the more we
search, the more vast its unsearchableness appears. It is
utterly impossible for the finite to grasp the infinite. O
what wisdom is revealed in the method by which God can
be just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth in
Jesus! Wisdom in originating the plan; wisdom in
executing it; wisdom in displaying it; wisdom in exer-
cising his love, sovereignty, and goodness; wisdom to us
as our wonderful Counsellor, our Prophet, and Teacher;
and, a8 it is of his fulness that every member of his
church receives grace for grace, so wisdom is communi-
cated to every member by the eternal Spirit as he
needs it.

Another step. He is made unto us righteousness. 1
do not mean that righteousness which he wrought out
and brought in, and which is imputed to all, and is upon
all them that truly believe—namely, his actual obedience;
for that is our justification in fact: but I mean that
righteousness which he possesses in his divine essence as
God. “Who of God 1s made unto us righteousmess.”
Here is a vast ocean before us indeed, every drop of
which would require eternity to fathom. The church of
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God have their righteousness in him. (Isa.liv.17.) “In
Jehovah have I righteousness and strength.” (Isa.xlv.24.)
He is the source of all holiness, goodness, justice, and
truth; the spring of all our holiness, and every grace
proceeding from it, by which we walk worthy before the
Lord unto all well-pleasing, is in God. His name is that,
because it is the perfection of his nature. It is a name
of nature, and fully expresses his Divine nature; and it
is also a name of relationship, as well as of his Person.
This is his name whereby he shall be called, “ Tarz Lozp
our RieETEOUSNESs.” (Jer. xxiii. 6.) We are made
partakers of this divine nature by the Spirit, in being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptibie
seed, of the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever; and all believers vitally united to Christ as their
ever-living Head are called by the same name. (Jer,
xxxiii. 16.) This righteousness is unsearchable. As
utterly impossible as it is for the creature to measure and
know the Creator, so is it impossible to search and com-
prehend the righteousness of his Person.

‘We travel but slowly yet: another step. He iz made
unto us, of God, sanctification. This I regard as the
third element in our salvation. To sanctify is to seb
apart, to separate to holy purposes. I regard this, there-
fore, a8 meaning that God is in himeelf all that for which
God chose the church in Christ. Chosen in Christ that
we should be holy and without blame before him in love,
to the praise and glory of his grace who accepted us in
the Beloved. We are separated from the spirit of the
world, from the evil one, by an act of grace, the essence
of which he is the centre and circumference, to be par-
takers of that very nature; for this is the will of God,
even our sanctification—(1 Thess. iv. 8)—to the glory of
God the Father. Believers feel in themselves that they
are a mass of evil and pollution. This they do not know
till, separated by the grace of God; the Spirit of God
reveals the holiness of God’s nature, and, the believer
being renewed in the spirit of his mind, he loves it
he longs for it, it is the nature he desires to have. I
is the glory of God; he is glorious in holiness, Every
believer is sanctified by the Holy Ghost. The érecsyry
of this rich grace is in Christ, who of God is thus made
to his church sanctification, to the glory of God the
Father.
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Christ is of God made unto us redemption. Here is
the grand climax of the whole. Here Christ is displayed
in the several acts of Jehovah, going forth for the sal-
vation of his people, even from everlasting; God the
Father originating the plan in his infinite wisdom and
grace; God the Son possessing all power to accomplish
the work in his own Person ; God the Spirit applying the
work of salvation to the hearts and consciences of the
sinners thus saved. Our redemption is effected by the
Jjoint act of the Sacred Three, through the mediatorial
work of Christ the Redeemer, “ whois of God made unto
us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.”
It is in Christ we have redemption, through his blood,
according to the riches of his grace, which in another
place is spoken of as the exceeding riches of his grace—
far beyond the uttermost of all the requirements of the
church of God. Now, the unsearchableness of all these
riches was felt by the apostle himself when he said, “ O,
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know-
ledge of God; how unsearchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out.” They are unknowable, inex-
haustible, ever flowing to us by Christ Jesus; yet his
fulness is as infinite as ever; for with him is plenteous
redemption. And it is as certain and absolute as it is
plenteous, “for Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation.”

But to proceed: You have observed in all these points
to which we have referred, they are what may be con-
sidered as the main features of what Christ is to his
church, objectively and subjectively; objectively, their
highest wisdom being to know him, to be found in him,
to have ap experimental sense of their interest in him, of
what he is to them in his various relationships he bears
to them, by virtue of his being their Head and Husband,
and their Representative; subjectively, in him, not in
themselves, nor yet in anything done in them or by them,
but whatever they are as believers, they are that in Christ
Jesus alone: for his riches, as they dwell in himself, are
communicable to them. Whatever they have from him,
he is all that to them; for he is the Freeholder, if I might
so say ; they are but copyholders. What we are and have,
we derive from him. Our being enriched by him leaves
his riches still his own; they are none the less; their
immensity is as infinite as ever.
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The riches of all kis attributes are unsearchable, natural
and moral. His Eternity, Spirituality, his Omnipotence,
his Omnipresence, his Omniscience, and Infinity are all
vast treasures peculiar to himself as the mighty God;
yet, incomprehensible as these attributes are to us finite
creatures, these are all exercised in behalf of and for the
church of God, through the mediatorial work of Christ,
their covenant and ever-living Head. None by searching
can find out God; ¢ his greatness is unsearchable.” His
perfections belong to his nature as God, and are incom-
municable to the nature and being of a creature; yet
every believer may rejoice in this great truth, that all the
attributes of the Godhead are in Christ, and are his un-
searchable riches. Have you never found certain seasons.
in your experience, when no arm but that of the great
God could help you? You have committed your soul to
him as your Redeemer, and in him you could feel your
eternal salvation secure; but, apart from that, sometimes
circumstances have been such that none but the mighty
God of Jacob could act and rule for you, and you have
- been assured of it, realized it as a fact, it has become a
part of your history, and you could say with the poet,

¢ To accomplish his design
The creatures all agree;

And every attribute divine
Is now at work for me.”

Then as to his moral attributes; I mean those which
are communicable to the creature man, and by which he
is distinguished from all other creatures. I do not mean
his rational or intellectual qualities, but such as merey,
love, goodness, truth, justice, holiness, &e. O what an
inexhaustible source ofJ these divine perfections is frea-
sured up in Christ, as God. These he possesses with-
out measure. “He is rich in mercy;” *from everlasting
to everlasting ;” rich in merey to all who call npon him
in truth. ¢Yea, our God is merciful;” rich in mercy
from the very fact of his great love wherewith he loved
us. His Jove, how great! it passeth knowledge. He
gave himself for us. Being divine, it is unsearchable;
vet, though it passeth knowledge, blessed be God, it
does not pass our experience. We are to know the love
of God, and so be “filled with all the fulness of God.””
His goodness is as unsearchable as his greatness. It must
be inexhaustible, for all are assured of it. O taste and
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see that the Lord is good! The Lord is good, a strong-
hold in the day of trouble. (Nahum i. 4.) His goodness
is as large as his power—infinite. The Lord God is
abundant in goodness. (Ex. xxxiv. 6.) It enduareth con-
timually. (Ps. Hi. 1.) His faithfulness, how unchangeable
and inexhaustible! the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever. He is faithful that hath promised, immutably so;
and thus we have strong consolation ; for it is impossible
but that Christ is, or can be, in himself, ever faithful to
his promise and to his saints, His truth, justice, and
every other attribute flowing from the holiness of his
nature, are all alike unsearchable; but they are those
riches of which believers are made partakers in measure,
and which constitute their graces, the gifts and graces of
the Spirit, as they are sometimes called. Not a gift or a
grace do they possess but what is derived from the fulness
which is in Christ.

8. I pass on to show that Christ's riches, as #he God-
man Mediator, are unsearchable. What Christ is in his
Person as the Mediator, in the union of his two natures,
he is all that to the Church of God. All the blessings of
the covenant of grace flow through that medium, and are
divinely imparted to them.

Access to God. “ By whom also we have access into this
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God, made nigh by the blood of Christ;’’ a people
near unto him; bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh.
‘We have fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus
Christ, a privilege unknown to the highest archangel.
His saints, his separated ones, and his sanctified ones, are
brought so near unto him as to be on terms of the dearest
friendship ; nay, more, a divine and eternal union exists,
such a oneness as exists between Jesus and the Father—
an unspeakable union, such a union as I believe in and
rejoice in, but I cannot fully deseribe it.

LPeace with God. Jesus is our peace; he is our pro-
pitiation. We have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. (Rom. v. 1.) O the blessing of peace,
peace in ourselves, peace with one another; harmony of
sentiment, of feeling, of action, of purpose, showing the
security and rest possessed, which constitute peace. All
this, and more too, we possess in having peace with God,
a peace which is as eternal as it is secure. Such a peace
we have in Christ, though in the midst of tribulation. It
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is his gracious assurance, in the world we shall have tribu-
lation, but in him we have peace—a peace which the
world cannot give nor take away. Where this peace is
possessed and enjoyed, it bids defiance to the storms
without. To be miserable in the world, and yet to be
happy in Christ, is the blessed result of having peace in
Christ, peace under sorrow for sin. My dear hearers, do
you know anything of this peace in your own hearts?
‘Whatever you may possess in this world to make you
outwardly happy, yet, if you are without this peace with
God, peace in Christ, you are still a poor, miserable crea-
ture, blind and naked to all intents and purposes, having
no hope, without God, in the world. But O! if you are
possessors of such a divine peace, rejoice in this blessed
truth, this peace is inexhaustible, it is eternal, unsearch-
able. Peace when the Assyrian Death shall come. His
grim visage will not disturb us, for in Christ we shall
rest in peace.

The Promises of God. ¢ All the promises of God in
him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God
by us.” (2 Cor. i. 20) Peter calls them “ exceeding
great and precious promises.” (2 Peteri. 4.) Here we
see their certainty, their fulness, and value. What a
valuable treasury there is in the Word of God, even when
read merely with the eye of the rational judgment, but
when by the Spirit of God only a single promise is
applied to the heart of the spiritual believer, what an in-
exhaustible fulness there is! It can be made like the
single meal of the Prophet; the believer can go in the
strength of it for many days, ay, even a life-time. Some
of you can testify to the value of God’s promises, even a
single one. Tell me, for what amount would you part
with one single promise that has been made dear to you,
and on which you hang your hope? “Part with it?”
say you; “mno, not for thousands of worlds.” Well,
then, if a single promise be so dear to you, what must
all the promises of God be to his whele church? O
what an inexhaustible fulness, what unsearchableness!

¢ If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the foantain be?”
Christ is the ocean of all the promises of God. His
riches are unsearchable.

His sympatheiic care. Jesus having been in all points

tried as we are, he is able to succour those that are
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tempted ; and his knowledge and ability will last as long
as his Person. In his manhood he was made perfect
through suffering ; (Heb. ii. 10, 18;) by virtue of his
Godhead and Sonship, the riches of his sympathy with
his suffering members are inexhaustible, unsearchable,
illimitable, an ever-flowing fulness to the Church of God.
His love is as large as his power; it is constantly exer-
cised, without measure, without end. He has left in the
world “a poor and afflicted people, and they shall trust
in him.” “It behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high-
priest in things pertaining to God;” such a one that
could be “touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
being in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin.,” (Heb. il. 17; iv. 15.) What a blessed subject for
the poor distressed child of God to contemplate !—the
sympathy of Christ. No sorrow of the soul but what
he is perfectly acquainted with, By virtue of his human
nature, and by reason of his divine nature, he can and
does communicate his sympathetic care. Whatever griefs
distress thy soul, they distress him ; he has gone through
it all, he knows all your care, he careth for you. Have
you a broken heart for sin? He died of a broken heart;
it was sin that broke his heart; no sorrow was like his
sorrow. Though he personally knew no sin, but only
representatively, yet he felt the reproach of it. He said,
“Reproach hath broken my heart.” His soul was ex-
ceeding sorrowful, even unto death. Jesus knew and felt
the weight of sin charged upon him. It may be, you
have been so0 overwhelmed with charges against you as to
feel yourself verily guilty, and ready to believe that you
are really the vile person represented. When Warren
Hastings, Governor of India, was impeached, the great
Edmund Burke was employed to plead against him, and
he laid out the charges in such a telling manner (for he
was & most masterly orator), that Hastirigs, when he
laid his head on his pillow at night, notwithstanding his
own consciousness to the contrary, actually did, for a
time, really believe he had committed the crimes that
were laid against him, and he looked upon himself as the
greatest villain that ever lived. But, however, truth did
its office, in spite of Burke’s eloquence, logic, and rhetorie.
He arose, put facts together, prepared his defence, and
was acquitted. Now, this is just the case with many a
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poor soul; charges, grievous in nature and numerous,
are brought against him and represented in such a light
as to force the poor creature to believe it all, as if true.
But the enemies’ eloquence, logic, and rhetoric are not
always on the side of truth. But, supposing they were,
Jesus will plead; he sympathises with you; he himself
has been falsely charged and accused and condemned.
Come, poor, soul, have you been here? Jesus has been
here before you. He feels for you, he will help you.
Hear his blessed word : “ For the oppression of the poor,
and for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith
the Lord. I will set him in safety from him that puffeth
at him.” (Ps. xii. 5.) Take no heed to Satan's lawsuit;
Jesus is your Advocate. Your cause is safe in his hands;
he will be sure to succeed. His sympathies are with you,
and, whether it be sin in the conscience that accuses, or
whether you suffer from an ungodly world, or the false
charges of carnal professors of religion, Jesus’ heart is as
large as your distress. You may safely confide in him;
reveal everything to him, pour out your heart before him,
and you shall find his resources so ample that all your
enemies shall be found liars unto you, and you shall tread
upon their high places.,” “Ah,” says one, “but my
sorrow rises from quite another source. I have pinching
poverty. I know not how to meet the demands of my
family. I am continually disappointed in my efforts to
obtain the bread that perisheth, and I fear the cause of
God will suffer through my inability to owe no man any-
thing.” O yes, I know full well these are searching
trials, weighty crosses. Poverty saps the comfort of
every earthly blessing, but our Lord knew poverty and
bodily privations to a fearful and sad extent. He knows
all the feelings of thy heart, and will provide for all thy
needs, according to his will, from his divine and all-
sufficient fulness. O commit your way unto him; trust
also in him, and he will bring it to pass. He will not
mock your distress. You have the mighty God of Jacob
for your help. His sympathies for the poor and dis-
tressed are unfailing in goodness, power, and timeliness,
They are unsearchable.

In the ise of his presence. Jesus has promised
his Church through all time, in every place, the assurance
of his presence: “ Lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the world.” He is with us in his house;

D
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with us in fellowship with his people; when we pass
through the waters of affliction he is with us; with usin
every place, individually as well as collectively. In the
enjoyment of his presence is fulness of joy, whether in
his house or in our homes. His presence sweetens every
loss, soothes every pain. When he speaks to the heart,
it kindles with hislove. Then the face of nature changes:

¢« Labour is rest, and pain is sweet,”

if he be with us. This promise of his ever-abiding pre-
sence is like his Person, eternal, unsearchable in its
riches.

In our completeness in him. Our completeness in
Christ is by being made rich in him. Through his
poverty, by his personal obedience to God’s law in our
flesh, we are made rich, eternally rich; completely righ-
teous before God, without blame in love. How vast, how
unsearchably great must be the righteousness which, as
ample clothing, completely covers the transgressions of
every member of his mystical body, the Church:

¢ In him the Father never saw
The least transgression of the law.
Perfection, then, in Christ we view;
His saints in him are perfect too.”

In the merit of his blood. O the inexhaustible fulness
of blessing there is here. On the foundation of his divi-
nity alone rests the merit of his atonement. His blood
and righteousness, as man, are our riches,—as the God-
man, our unsearchable riches. Look again at the num-
ber of sinners saved, a vast multitude, a number which nc
man can number—in the number of each individual’s sins,
and the extent of their guilt. His blood cleanses from
all sin, all your sins, all my sins, all the sins of all the
Church of God, from the first sin of Adam, through all
time, down to the last sin that shall be committed by the
latest elect vessel of mercy that shall be living upon this
earth. Every believing sinner must feel how rich, how
precious, must be that blood which has cleansed his soul
from thousands of sins; and when he reflects how it has
cleansed millions of sinners, how unsearchably rich and
precious must it appear! The more it is gazed upon, the
more infinite does it appear. And remember, too, the
riches of his blood are to be the theme of the church’s
song in heaven: “ Unto him that loved us, and washed
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us from our sins in his own blood.” (Rev.i. 5 and v. 9.)
A never-ceasing song, because the riches of his blood will
never cease. How can it be else than what itis? Dau-
ration will not diminish its value, but only add to its in-
finitude, and thus it will ever remain unsearchable.

In the riches of kis glory. O, this we must die to
know; the glory of his primeval state before the world
was. No man hath seen God at any time in the fulness
of his glory. The glories of the heavenly state can be
but imperfectly known by any created being. What can
angels know, what can the first glorified spirit know, of
the riches of his glory? Vast, incomprehensible, un-
searchable! Yet on earth all our personal needs are sup-
plied from his riches in glory, by Christ Jesus. His riches
in glory are not the less by the supply of our needs on
earth.

4. Consider, in the next place, what unsearchable riches
there are in all the characters Christ sustains to his
Church. Time will not allow of more than alluding to
them by name. The primary offices of Prophet, Priest,
and King have already been dwelt upon. 'These I refer
to now, and which are only a sample, are—our Shepherd,
Husband, Friend, the Life, the Truth, the Way, our
Hiding-place, Physician, Balm, Rest, and many others.
Not a day can pass, not a circumstance can happen, tut
what the believer, who is truly alive to divine realities,
feels Christ is precious to him in all the characters and
similitudes which set him forth. He is the chiefest of
ten thousand, the altogether lovely.

¢ His beauties we can never trace,
Till we behold him face to face.”

The wilderness condition of the believer makes him feel
the necessity of looking to Jesus for everything that he
is. There is not a title Jesus bears, but he bears it for
the believer’s sake. His are not nominal or honorary
titles, but essential ones, essential to every believer who
is tanght to know the plague of his own heart, his own
nothingness, weakness, and emptiness. When, like wan-
dering sheep, we stray from the fold, we have our Shep-
herd’s care: “ He restoreth my soul.” In all time of our
soul-sickness, he is our health and cure, his blood is our
balm. When weary and worn in the desert, he is our
hiding-place from wind and a covert from the storm, the
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shadow of a great rock in a weary land, our sun and
shield, our eternal rest.

‘What shall we say of Christ’s riches as being unsearch-
able, when we contemplate him as the Bread of Life, the
Water of Life, the Tree of Life,—our meat and drink,
our clothing, dwelling, companion, our light, heat, com-
forter, guide and guard. There is nothing in creation for
the good of man, but Christ is that to the believer ; un-
searchably so, for he is our all and in all. Can you join
with me in saying,

« He's all that’s good and great,
All that I can admire;

All that's endearing to my soul,
And all my soul’s desire?”

And who can tell the height and depth of those vast trea-
sures of spiritual blessings which are in him ; unbounded
fulness of pardoning grace, of justifying grace, of sanctifying
grace ; of light, hope, joy, peace, consolation, comfort ; a pro-
vision for every contingency of human life and want? “1In
his presence is fulness of joy, and at his right hand there
are pleasures for evermore.” Whether upon earth or in
heaven, Christ is everything to his Church; everything
in its fulness; such an abundance as is unbounded, un-
searchable.

The riches of Christ are unsearchable, for he possesses
in himself efernal life. The gift of God i eternal life,—
this life is in his Son. “This is life eternal that they might
know God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.” He that
believeth on the Son of God hath life. “I give unto my
sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish.” (John x.
2,8.) “Asthouhastgiven him power over all flesh, that he
should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him.” (John xvii. 2.) “This is the promise which he
hath promised us, eternal life.” (1 John ii. 25.) These
passages show that he is life in its essence; “in him was
life, and the life was the light of men.” If Christ be our
light, it is because he is our life. I have said it before
and I repeat it, for it is a vital truth; thousands of
flourishing professors, highly-esteemed in the world, know
nothing of this life. Light is not life; it is not the
knowledge or form of truth that contents the living soul ;
it is the power of truth, He needs it every day, every
hour, every moment. See, then, that what you have of
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light comes from the life in Christ. We live in a day
when religion is popular; preaching is made so flexible
and plausible as to suit any and every body. Crowds of
professors are to be found everywhere, provided there is
no searching the conscience. Doetrinal and experimental
truth is eschewed, as old-fashioned and as being behind
the age; but I tell you plainly, where there is no doctrinal
and experimental truth in the preaching, there is no
gospel at all; there is no life in it. I know it from long,
sad experience.

The riches of Christ are unsearchable; for in Aim s
eternal salvation. He is the author of it; he is the pro-
curer of it, the dispenser of it. The church was eternally
saved from Adam’s apostasy, the curse of it,—saved from
the present conquest of inbred sin, from the working of
outward sin, from the guilt of past sins, and the curse
of future sins. Often he chastises for sin,—that is
our mercy; it is to save us from its power, from the
love of it, from the guilt of it. “He is able to save to
the uttermost all who come unto God by him. “ Who-.
soever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be
saved.” “There is none other name under heaven whereby
men can be saved.”

The riches of Christ are unsearchable; for his is the
heavenly inheritance. This is Christ’s own gift. “ Father,
I will that they also whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast. given me.” (John xvii, 24.) This gift of
eternal glory is over, and above, and beyond the purchased
possession.  Perpetuity of life and earthly happiness are
what Adam and his race would have possessed, supposing
he and they had never sinned. They would have enjoyed
converse with God, and have delighted in him as their
Creator and Lord, but not as their Redeemer. Here they
have in Christ a superior life, a superior position, a
superior relationship. He is their inheritance; in him is
a fulness of glory; for all spiritual blessings are in him.
It pleased the Father to give his adopted sons the king-
dom of grace, and to Christ the kingdom of glory. Being
heirs of God, joint-heirs with Christ, we have in him
eterhal glory. It is ours; we have an everlasting posses-
sion, everlasting enjoyment. We shall have crowns of
everlasting joy upon our heads. This is the portion of
all the redeemed. His riches are inexhaustible; “for of

D2
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him, and through him, and to him, are all things; to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

Before I conclude, I must advert to one subject specially,
which has only been done incidentally, and that is, the
characters to whom these riches are available. There are
riches in the Bank of England sufficient to make every
one in this congregation easy in their circumstances, inde-
pendent of labour for life; but if we have no title, no
claim to those riches, of what avail are they to us? Now,
these riches that we have been speaking of are designed
for the express use of certain characters,—believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. They are persons who before God
are justified, their sins pardoned; they are clothed with
the righteousness of Christ, made the children of God,
heirs of God, joint-heirs with Christ. Let me ask you,
in all love and faithfulness, have you any such hopes as
these ?

These persons have had their hearts renewed, their
affections and their dispositions regenerated and sanctified
by the power of God the Holy Ghost. They have been
made new creatures; they feel themselves to be new
creataures. Old pursuits, pleasures, aims, and purposes
have passed away, and all things have become new. They
are enriched with the gifts and graces of God’s Spirit;
their affections are set on things above; they seek those
things where Christ sitteth. O my hearer, has such a
change been wrought in you ?

The conduct of these persons proves that they have
their conversation in heaven; the life agrees with the
heart. If the heart is alive to God, it will be dead to the
world. Where these unsearchable riches are partaken of,
not only are they rich in faith, hope, love, and joy in
the Holy Ghost, but they are also rich in good works; for
80 they were created unto them in Christ Jesus, and God
hath before ordained that they should walk in them.
Professor of the name of Christ! let me ask yon, can you
prove your calling and election thus ? Does your deport-
ment in life, before God and men, agree? If so, in the
world you will demonstrate it by living godly, soberly,
and righteously in this present world. (Titus ii. 12.)
In your family you will eshibit the Christian temper,
and service for God. In secret you will know something
of communion with God. Sound sentiments ing
Christ and the way of salvation can never save you; there
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must be union to him, a believing in him, and a receiving
from him, or else your souls can never be enriched from
his fulness. Examine yourselves upon this momentous
subject. It can do you no possible harm—it may do you
eternal good.

Believers in the Xiord Jesus Christ; you who are relying
on his finished work for life and salvation, what glorious
privileges, hopes, and blessings belong to you! All that
Christ is, all that Christ has, is yours. What think ye of
Christ ?  Is he not, as the late Dr. Hawker used to say,
“a most glorious Christ”’—glorious in his Person, glorious
in his riches, glorious in their unsearchableness, and glo-
rious in his salvation ?

* His worth if all the nations knew,
Sure the whole earth would love him $00.”

The half has never been told; no, not a thousandth
part., What can finite mortals say of the Infinite. Seek-
ing sinner, our efforts all fail in setting forth such a
Saviour as Christ the Lord; but you will do well to
consider that the efficacy of his atenement rests alone
upon the foundation of his divinity. It is the eternity
of his divinity that gives eternity to redemption. It is
upon the foundation of his divinity alone that the seeking
sinner can venture to believe in him, and rest his hopes
for life and salvation. Believers in Christ can rest upon
no other foundation than that Jesus is God, for the faith-
ful and sure performance of the promise of his ever-abiding
presence with his people to the end of all time. Trusting
in this great truth, we commence our third year in this
place, praying we may have some demonstration of the
Spirit witﬁ, power, while we attempt to preach Christ and
hli.m crucified, and contend earnestly for the faith of God’s
elect.

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly, above all that we can ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us,” unto him be glory in the
church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world with-
out end. Amen, and amen.

Before I sit down I must ask your attention to one
little matter, and that is, as to my sentiments generally.
Having of late been subjected to both misunderstanding
and misrepresentation, I deem it requisite on this occasion
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10 declare briefly the chief pointe, or rather the outline,
of my Articles of Faith. When this church was about
being formed, 5th January, 1864, and on my heing called
to the pastorate, I then smepared the following summary :

“T believe that the Holy Scriptures contain every Article
of Faith and Practice needful to be known for salvation.
That there is One God, whose name is Jehovah, revealed
in the distinet Personalities of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, coessential, coeternal, and coequal in nature, power,
and glory. That man, by disobedience to divine law,
fell from his original innocency, and has thereby become
totally depraved. That God, in his infinite love and
wisdom, by a covenant of grace, devised a scheme of
mercy, whereby a certain and specified number are ever-
lastingly saved from all the consequences of sin, and b
which the honour of divine law is fully vindicated and
righteously maintained,—the Father, in the good pleasure
of his will, choosing and predestinating to eternal life the
persons thus saved, the Son undertaking their redemption
by his atonement, and the Holy Spirit regenerating,
sanctifying, and preserving them in this time state.
That there will be a general resurrection of the dead, and
a final judgment by the Son of God; the wicked will go
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life
eternal. That believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, being
delivered from the law as a covenant of works, are hence-
forth to walk in all newness of life according to the rule
of the gospel; that they should be united in the fellow-
ship of the gospel for the worship of God, observing the
ordinances of his house, as set forth in the New Testa-
ment, namely, baptism by immersion and the Lord’s
Supper, and that they should promote the knowledge of
the gospel, by all scriptural means, for the salvation of
their fellow-men.”

These sentiments are those which I have been enabled,
by grace divine, to hold for more than thirty-six years.
I believe them to be the verities of the gospel. They
are the substance of what I have ever taught since
I was thrust into the ministry; and I trust, the Lord
being my helper, that I shall not shun to declare the
whole counsel of God,
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Tagterm “Eternal Generation,” (p.14) Iam aware,is liable
to be both misunderstood and misrepresented; and it could
be wished that our early divines had found some other
word less obscure and miore adequate to represent their
idea; but it is no easy thing to find words that could not
possibly be misconstrued, especially when persons are dis-
inclined to accept the meaning intended, or if it crosses
their own preconceived notions ; but as it is, I see no reason
why one should forego the use of a term which has become
current amongst those who do receive the meaning con-
veyed. It has been well said, “ The mind and meaning
of a writer should be taken from his known doctrine and
general drift; and though all writers are liable to express
themselves on some points obscurely, or at least not satis-
factorily to every mind, yet there is such a thing as
making a man an offender for a word, and imputing to
him, from some misunderstood expression, views of doc-
trine quite contrary to his generally known and avowed
sentiments.” The word “ procession,” for instance, in refe-
rence to the Holy Ghost andthe Father, is subject to the same
misconstruction as eternal generation, and yet it is strictly
scriptural; for it appears, in reference to the word “ pro-
cession,” that both Arius and Sabellius, (third century,) ad-
mitted the word, but perverted it. Arius held that the
Son and the Holy Ghost proceeded as creatures from the
Father. Sabellius held that they proceeded as offices of
the Father, or, as it were, developments. ¢ The mistake of
both,” says Mr. Peter M‘Laren, “arose from supposing pro-
cession to infer motion ad extra; while the orthodox un-
derstood it as wholly beginning and ending within the
Godhead. Of course, from beginning and ending, we ex-
clude all idea of any era, or of time when; referring merely
to the mutual aspect of the Persons. The action in pro-
ceeding is immanent, not emanative.”

The distinction here pointed out by this learned author
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as to the word procession is important, and applies equally
to the term eternal generation, to which he also refers and
he thus states it: “Allowance must be made for obscurity
of idea and of speech in this matter; our ideas must be in-
adequate and obscure. No word can be used in precisely
the same sense regarding the Creator and his creatures.
They are finite in duration and in being; he is eternal,
infinite, and unchangeable. It must suffice that the idea
is correct, through inadequate and obscure. Our concep-
tions and words are images of creatures, and yet we have
none else to use. 'Were God himself to reveal all the truth
as it is, it would be unintelligible, for no human words
would be perfectly applicable. Whatever a man knows,
he can express; and whatever man can express, man can
comprehend; but nothing else.

“ But groping as best we may, we may attain certain
ideas of God, correct though obscure. God made man in
his own image, we may assume, in his spiritual as well
as his moral nature; for God speaks of his image in man,
even after the fall had blotted out the moral likeness; as
in 1 Cor. xi. 7; James iii. 9. It is commonly granted
that the fall erased no faculty from the essence of men.
It is also granted generally that the powers of the soul
may be reduced to two, understanding and will. * * #
Of course the moral attributes fall to be classed under the
will.

“ Both these, the intellect and the will, are capable of im-
manent action. The immanent action of the intellect is a
proceeding of a thing conceived and understood so as to
become objective to the intellect, while still within it.
The concept, the idea, has a certain real existence, whether
it be uttered or not; so the distinction is granted between
verbum cordis and verbum vocis: the idea not uttered, or
uttered.

“This procession, Augustine believed, (fourth century,)
represents to us the generation of the Son, who is called
the Wisdom and the Word of God. Others, indeed, as
Tertullian, (third century,) perceived and taught fthe
same thing; but Augustine set himself formally to defend
the doctrine, which 1s, therefore, generally traced to him.

“It is the proprium of the Son to be  begotten of the
Father. There are two meanings attached to the word
generation,—one large, common to all corruptible things,
denoting a change from nonentity to being, the beginning
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of existence; the other of more limited application,
denoting the origin in the same species of one living
being from another. The origin of beings in a different
species, as of worms in animals, falls under the first and
large meaning, but not under the second and limited
meaning.

“In those living beings which proceed from possible to
actual being and life, both senses of the word generation
are found. But the generation of the Son of God is not
in this category; in God there is no changeableness; with
him there is no °potentia passiva,’—no power to become
what he is not, or to receive what he is not, or to suffer
change in what he is or has proper to himself. With
God, then, generation is the origin in the same species of
one living being from another. But the species of God
comprehends but one nature; and, therefore, to say that
the generation of the Son of God is the origin in the
same nature of one being from another, is of the same
power, and is truly called generation. The origin of the
manhood or human nature of our Lord was not generation
by the Holy Spirit; for the human nature of Christ was
not of the same species with the Holy Spirit; it was
created by the Spirit.

“Voetius, to the question, Wherein does creation differ
from eternal generation? answers, ‘The procession of
the Son from the Father is an acting, necessary, natural,
emanative, eternally, within God,—a real relation signified
by action. Creation is action of free-will, producing
change, temporal, to without God, and external, and,
considered in regard to God, is a relation to the creatures
not real but nominal.” *

“We have used the words, ‘one living being from
another,” because we could find no other expression; but
though the Son is another Person, he is not another
nature from the Father; though ¢alius,” he is not ¢aliud.’

“We must join the two ideas, generation and concep-
tion,—understanding from the two, the origin in the
same species as in generation, and the origin wholly
within and immanent, as in the conception of an idea in
the mind; and this procession of the Word, it must be
remembered, is eternal, without beginning. The two
expressions,—the conceived Word,and the begottenSon,—
define the manner of substance of the Second Person in a

* Yol. I.—Prob, de Creatione i.
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way that no expression alone could doit. The word of
our heart, or wisdom, or an idea, is immanent, conceived,
and, as it were, begotten within us; but then it is not
another person. A man’s son is another person, in the
species of his father, and as truly subsisting as his father;
but then a son is a different essence and being from his
father. But the Second Person of the Trinity being
scripturally named both the Wisdom and the Son of the
Father, we join both ideas, and out of them compound
one, if not clear, yet intelligible and practical.”—Z%e
Glory of the Holy Ghost, by Rev. Peter M‘Laren, pp.
19-21.

The author of the book containing the above extract has
kindly favoured C. G. with a MS. copy of a portion. of his
work, intended for a second edition, from whick the two
Jollowing paragraphs have been selected, and are added here
as tending further to explain and to elucidate this great
subject, 0 little undersiood and so much misrepresented.

“ My idea is, as it were, begotten within me; it is of
me, and ¢n me; but it is not another person. My son is
another person, and is of me and from me ; but he is not
in me, he is outside of me. Bubt God, be it repeated, for
it is the thing which the assailants of eternal generation
strangely forget, God has no outside. He that is God’s
begotten Son is everlastingly in God, as truly as my idea
is in me; and he that is God’s Word and Wisdom is as
truly distinet from God’s Being and God’s Spirit, as my
son 18 distinct from me. The Second Person of the God-
head is both the Wisdom and the Son of the first ; another
person though not another thing, alius, though not aliud.”

“This procession of the Son, is natural, necessary, and
eternal. The Father was not before the Son, God’s being
was not before his knowing. His word was in him, and of
him from all eternity. We cannot conceive the Father
as ever being without the Son, of God ever being without
his Wisdom ; both are eternal, eternally distinect, eternally
one. This was the archetype of two of the elements of
human nature, the I am, and the I think.”

A. GADSBY, PBINTER, 10, CRANE COURT, FLEET STREET. E.C.



