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PREFACE 1o Tae FIRST EDITION.

TO ALL THAT LOVE THE LORD FESUS CHRIST IN SINCERITY,

My pEAR FurEnps,

BE assured I have your consolation very much at heart
in she following publication, which contains Two Discourses, nearly
as they were delivered from the pulpit. And though, in this attempt,
1 labour under many discouragements, it gives me unspeakable pled-
sure, ta contemplate the kind reception it will mect with from you.

While the self-exalted pharisee is perusing this publication, with a
proud contept, and the self-conceited novice, destitute of ull honest
and manly criticism, is endeavouring to exaggerate its tmperfections,
by invidious and scurrilous invectives, you will be reading for the
edificalion of your immortal souls, Many of you, among whom I
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, and especially you who are
my own dear children in the Lord, will, doubtless, receive this as a
tribute of my unfeigned affection ; for, you, above all others, always
lay near to my heart : and it is my fervent prayer, to the God of all
8race, that you may be kept by his Almighty power, through faith,
wito salvation.  That, though the iniquity of error abounds, and the
love of many, Lo the truth, waxes cold, you may be included in the
happy number of those, who shall endure to the end, and enter the joy
of their Lord!

WILLIAM WALES HORNE.
Yarmouth Feb. 14. 1800.



The Faith of the Gospel Vindicated :

PHILIPPIANS 1. 17,

STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF THE
GOSPEL.

FAITH in Christ, is a subject so infinitely im-
portant, that we find it constituted one great part
of Paul’s ministry, who declared, that it had been
his grand aim, and the principal business of his
life, from the time of his conversion, to enferce
its necessity, declare its excellency, and explain
its sublime mystery. In Acts xx. 20, 21. “ I kept
back nothing, says he, that was profitable unto
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you
publicly, and from house to house, testifying both
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.”  So far was this great apostle from mak-
ing light of faith, or thinking it an insignificant
matter, that in our text, he exhorts the church at
Philippi; and it stands written as an exhortation
to all Christians, and Christian churches, through-
out the world, to the end of time, to strive toge
ther for the faith of the Gospel.
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In which we have represented,

L. The children of God as striving roge-
ther.

ILI. For what they strive: for the fuith of
the Gospel.

As Christians, rea/ Christians, are become dead
to the world, and feelingly alive to God; through
the powerful influence of regenerating, and reviv-
ing grace, they will certainly be active in the
cause of Christ, who has done so much for them ;
and cannot but strive for the faith of the Gospel,
in defence of which, the saints of old, * valued
not their lives unto death!” And, therefore, are
consistently exhorted to strive.

StrIVING, saith our text. But how? We are
exhorted, in some respects, not to strive; as in
2 Tinothy ii. 14. Charging them before the
Lord, that they strive not about words to no pro-
Jit, but to the subverting of the hearers. And
again, in Philippians ii. 3. Let nothing be done
through strife, or vain-glory. A striving for the
gratification of their own mind and will, having
Nothing in view but the approbation, and praises
of men, or worldly profit, and self-aggrandize-
Inent. Let us beware of this diabolic strife, which
Is always an impediment to the Gospel's prospe-
rity, and destructive to the peace and comfort of
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a church, wherever it prevails. DBut striving, a5
mentioned in our text, 1s countenanced by the
Eternal Trinity, Father, Son, and Hely Spirit)
We have the approbation of heaven, for this evany.
gelic strife!  May the Lord grant, then, that we
may so strive, as abundantly to obtain, and keep
in possession, the desirable object for which it i3
our honour, and happiness to strive! Christ him.
self exhorted his disciples, in the days of his humi-
liation, and now exhorts us, to strive to enter in
at the strait gate. 'The disciples, doubtless, hav.
ing heard of distinguishing grace, came and asked
their Lord this question— Lovd, are there few
that be saved ? What answer did he give? What
improvement did he advise thew to make of this
doctrine? Did he say, like some in our day,
“ Seeing there are but few, comparatively, that
shall be saved, and the salvation of those being
certain, you need not trouble yourself about eter-
nal things; if you are included in the number,
you shall be saved, and therefore, you may live
as you list, follow the dictates of your carnal
mind, and indulge in all that licentiousness, in
which your corrupt nature delights!” No, the
holy Jesus informed them, in his answer, that this
doctrine would have a different kind of influence
over those who are taught of God. That, as all
are not interested in the great salvation, but ob
the cantrary, few, compared with the bulk of the
world, those who are alive to a sense of thetr
lost condition, will particnlarly and anxiously in-
quire, whether they arc included ; and attend the



GOSPEL VINDICATED. 293

Gospel with the greatest seriousness, and with
fervent prayer, in order to make their calling sure,
that they wmay also be assured of their election
in Christ, before the foundation of the world!
(Ephesians i. 4.) That having the evidence in
themselves that they are born of God, they may
adopt the triumphant language of inspiration,
« Ve love him, because he first loved us!” Such
was the reply of Christ: strive #o enter in at the
strait gate, for many I say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able. (Luke xiii. 24.)
Why not able? Because they strive not lawfully ;
Paul says, (2 Timothy ii. 5.) dnd if a man also
strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, evcept
he strive lawfully : that is, consistently with the
mind and will of God. The Jews of old sought
to enter in, but were not able, because they strove,
like oar modern pharisees, to enter in by the works
of the law. Romans ix. 32, 38. But Israel, which
Jollowed after the law of righteousness, hath not
obtained to the law of righteousncss ; IWherefore 2
Because they sought it not by faith, but as it
were by theworks of the law, for they stumbled
at that stumbling stone. They stumbled at Jesus
Christ, the way to (rod; at his atouing blood,
and imputed righteousness; and at the free, elect-
ing, distinguishing grace of God, in Christ, which
are to this day, and will be to the end of time,
Stumbling stones, and unexpressibly offensive, to
the whole self-righteous tribe of free-agents, and
Merit-mongers !
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The children of God are also striving againsg
the deceitful lusts of their own hearts, the diabo-
lical assaults of a tempting devil, and the flatter-
ing enticements of a vain world! All which are
combined to oppose our progress in the divine
life. These, Christian, you shall assuredly con-
quer; yes, you shall be more than conqueror;
but remember, it shall be through him who loved
you. (Romans viii. 37.) You strive, not in your
own, butin the strength of Jesus, and shall do
all things through him, who is the everlasting
strength of his saints! And who will never fail
them, nor forsake them!

But our text says, striving together. 1t is the
gracious appointment of God, that his people
should dwell together in Unity; for the accomw-
plishinent of which he gathers them, by the
preaching of his Gospel, communicates his lov-
ing-kindness, makes known to them his ever-
lasting covenant in Christ, and diffuses spiritual
life into their souls; thus their fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ! 1
John i, 8.

And, as children of the same family, loved with
the same love, bought with the same invaluable
price, the precious blood of Christ, members of
the same mystical and glorious body, being all
one in Christ Jesus; and beholding the reflection
of his image in each other, they feel themselves
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happily united together in mutual love. This is
the society of men which the Psalmist so much
admires. Psalm cxxxiii. 1. Behold how good, and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
inunity! And, it is their comfortable privilege,
and exalted happiness, to strive together, for the
advancement of the Redeemer’s cause, and glory,
in the earth! Striving together in prayer! O what
a precious privilege is prayer! What boundless,
and unspeakable hlessings have been poured down
upon the church, in answer to prayver! Knowing
the blessed effects of prayer, Paul exhorts the
Romans, (xv. 80.) 1o strive together with him,
in their prayers to God. May the Lord teach us,
my brethren, to assemble together, and offer up
united prayers, before the gracious throne, in be-
half of the Redeemer’s cause! And in his strength,
earnestly, and successfully, to strive together for
the faith of the Gospel! We are not to consider
this a matter of indifference; and vainly suppose,
with some carnal professors, that if a man is sin-
cere, it 13 of no consequence what he believes;
whether he embraces truth or error, he is safe,
because, sincere! Evidently making his salvation
dependent, not on Christ, but his sincerity ! God
forbid that we should, for a moment, countenance
such a vain, and Christ-dishonouring sentiment.
The falsehood, and blasphemy of which, appear too
obvious to require argumentative refutation, when
we seriously consider, how offensive error is in
the sight of God, how derogatory to his glory,
Ee€
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and the merits of Christ! When we turn to the
Sacred Pages, and read, under the Spirit’s enlight.
ening influence, the striking contrast between
Truth and Error, our hearts burn with almost
unbounded love to the former, while they madden
with holy detestation to the latter! For in that
precious volume, error is represented (as it really
is) black as hell itself! While truth, in all her
celestial charms, and amiable qualities, shines,
through every page, bright as heaven!

The children of God strive for the faith of the
Gospel, as distinguished from all other faith, (Ephe-
sians iv. 5.) One Lord, one Fuaith, one Baptism,
And (Jude iii.) It was needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith, which was once delivered
unto the saints. Knowing it to be a matter of the
greatest importance, s¢rive, contend earnestly, that
ye may be sound in the oNE faith, oxcE deliv-
ered to the saints; having right views of God as
a covenant God and Father ; of Christ, as the only
Mediator between God and Man, the way, the
truth, and the life ; the fountain fulness of grace;
the source of everlasting love; and the able, wil-
ling, complete, and everlasting Saviour of the
elect; and of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
who convinces, converts, and sanctifies, all who
are savingly brought to a knowledge of the pre-
cious Jesus!

Sincerity must not be substituted for the Faith
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of the Gospel; for a godly sincerity springs from
the influence of faith, over the regenerated soul.

Those who are renewed in the image of their
minds, are led into the truth, agreeable to the
promise. (John xvi. 18.) When he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth!

And as new creatures in Christ Jesus are en-
lightened by the illumination of the Spirit; for
he who commanded light to shine out of dark-
ness, hath shined into their hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge, of the glory of God, in
the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians iv. 6.)
They can behold, in the face of Jesus, the attri-
butes of God, sweetly harmonizing in a sinner’s
salvation: that, in him, mercy and truth are met
together, righteousness and peace have kissed each
other. (Psalm lxxxv. 10.) That justice is satis-
fied, the law fulfilled and magnified, and mercy
built up for ever: (Psalm lxxxix. 2.) not upon
the ruins of justice, but upon the precious foun-
dation of a crucified Christ; in whom, God is
Just, yer the Justifier of the ungodly!

But some of you may be ready to say, since
there is such a diversity of opinions in the world,
How are we to know the true faith of the Gospel?
How is it to be distinguished from others? 1 an-
Swer, by the volume of Inspiration, the precious
Scriptures of truth: there we have a glorious fund



298 THE FAITH OF THE
of heavenly information ; so that fe who runs, may
read.

It may be farther objected, that the Bible is so
full of self-contradiction, that after searching, it is
impossible to know what we are to believe. Whata
presumptuous reflection is this upon its Divine au-
thor! What a striking proof of the darkness and
ignorance ¢ man by nature! So far is the Bible
from self contradiction, that the prophecies and
doctrines thereof, are admirable for their harmony
and agreement! Read Acts xv. 14, 15. God did
wisit the Gentiles to take out of them a ProOPLE
Jor his name, and to this AGREE the words of the
prophets.  Yes, the prophets and apostles are all
agreed in this, that God hath visited the world,
by Jesus Christ, to take ouT of it a people, who
are the objects of his everlasting love, and in his
due time, shall be the subjects of renewing, and
sanctifying grace; and thus being made meet, in
Christ, shall, at the dissolution of their earthly
tabernacle, bave an happy and easy transition into
& better state of existence, in the house not made
with bands, eternal in the heavens!

Yes, my dear hearers! there is, in the Scrip-
tures, such a sweet agreement, and such a pleni-
tude of information, that under the tuition of the
eternal Spirit, ¢hey are able to make us wise unto
satvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus.
(2 Timothy iii. 15.) And, from these Divine writ-
ings, we may fully know the precious faith of
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the Gospel.  To this agree the words of an- in-
gpired apostle. (2 Timothy iii. 10.) Thou hast
Sully known my DOCTRINE, manner of life,
purpose, FATITI, long-suffering, charity, pati-
ence. And s0 concerned was he, for the spiritual
prosperity of the church at Z%essalonica, and
knowing it depended entirely upon their establish-
ment in the true Faith of the Gospel, he could
not forbear writing to them upon the subject. He
well knew, that, consistent with the Christian
character, they must suffer tribulation; of which
he had already given them verbal information,
and had exhorted them to continue in the grace
of God, (i. e. in the doctrines of grace )

But he knew as well, the evil propensities of
their nature, their liability to forget his exhorta-
tions, and that their natural cowardice would lead
them to endeavour to shun the cross, by forsaking
the faith of the Gospel; which always meets with
opposition from a frowning world, a tempting
devil, and the ministers of Satan, transforming
themselves into the ministers of Chi.si. (2 Corin-
thians xi. 13—15.) Lest they should ¢turn aside
after Satan, (2 Timothy v. 15.) and embrace the
doctrines of devils, (1 Timothy iv. 1.) the damna-
ble heresies, (2 Peter ii. 1.) which Satan was dis-
Seminating in the professed churches of Christ,
he writes, with all the fiery zeal, and affection, of
one who knows the inconceivable worth of souls,
and the great importance of faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. (1 'Lhessalonians iii. 5, 6.) For this
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cause, writes he, when I could no longer, forbear,
I sent to KNOW YOUR TFAITH, lest, by some
means, the tempter have tempted you, and our lq.
bour be in vain. But now when Tumotheus came
from you unto us, and brought us good tidings
of your vaiTh and charity, we were comforted,
Timothy carried Paul good tidings ; part of which
was their soundness, and continuance in the faith;
which removed his jealousy and anxiety, and ad<
ministered joy to his soul, and to those that were
with him. For now ye live, saith the apostle, if
ye stand fast in the Lord.

Second. As there is but oNE TRUE FAITI,
which is plainly revealed to us in the Scriptures,
and powerfully, to our souis, by the Holy Ghost,
we strive for it, that the church may be sound in
the faith. ‘That, being rooted and grounded in
the doctrines of grace, they may rely, stedfastly
upon the Lord, as their eternal, unchangeable,
covenant-keeping God; who, having appointed,
and purposed all things, in his eternal councils
for them, performs his gracious will, in .all his
dealings with them, and dispensations towards
them, both as a God of providence, and as a God
of grace.

And, knowing Christ as the inexhaustible source
of love, the fountain-fulness of invincible grace,
and their all-prevailing Advocate, they may come
with boldness ¢o the throne of grace, (Hebrews
iv. 16.) that they may obtain mercy, and find gract
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to help in the time of need. And being taught
to view the complete body of Christ, the church,
as one with him, and eternally in him, they may
rejoice in the safety and security of the people
of God; that because Christ lives, (and for no
other reason,) they shall live also ; (John xvi.
19.) that their living depends entirely upon
Christ’s living—for tkeir lfe is hid with Christ in
God. (Colossians iii. 3.) Thus they shall be en-
abled with boldness, to bid their enemies defi-
ance : who must destroy Christ, in order to take
away the life of his people! for Christ is their

life !

Observe here, then, the great necessity of
preaching doctrinally, in order to comfort God’s
people. (Isaiah x1. 1.) It is the meat of the Gos-
pel ;—the precious savory meat, such as their
souls love, and which their Father has provided
for them in covenant. And shall we keep it
back? God forbid! since it is so profitable to
their souls, and so much for the glory of free
grace !

What teaches the Christian resignation to the
Divine Will? What causes him to rejoice in com-
plicated trials, and difficulties, in dark and ad-
verse providences? Is it not the Eternal Spirit’s
&racious, and heart-felt application of the doc-
ines of the Gospel? Yes, it bears up his spirits
Under the heaviest pressure, and enables him to
g with Watts :
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¢t The Gospel bears my spirits up;

A faithful and unchanging God
Lays the foundaticn of my hope,

In oaths, and promise:, and blood.”

Knowing that all things work together for good
to them that love God, and that nothing happens
by mere chance, or accident; but that every
change and vicissitude, is directed by the unerring
council of God: that not an hair of his head falls
to the ground without his notice, and Divine ap-
pointment; knowing this, I say, he is taught sub-
missively to endure afliction; and his language
is, It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him
good—(1 Samuel iii 18.) ke performeth the thing
that is appointed for me, (Job xxiii. 14 ) he does
all things well—he knows what is best for me.
Being established in the doctrines of the Gospel,
the Christian can triumphantly interrogate with
the apostle, Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ 2 (Romans viii. 85.)

O what a never-failing source of consolation is
the eternal love of God in Christ! and what solid
comfort, and satisfaction doth the believing soul
derive from the everlasting covenant, when he can
say, Although my house be not so with God;
yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant
ordered in all things and sure! for this is all mY
satoation, and all my desire, although he make it
not to grow. (& Samuel xxiii. v. compared with
Hebrews vi. 17, 18.)
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Though he may be tempest-tossed upon the
ocean of trial, faith looks to the covenant, and
assures him he cannot be lost : and hope, animated
with faith’s report, pierces through the waves of
trouble, and takes anchorage within the veil. (He-
brews vi. 19)

But, what joy, peace, or satisfaction, can spring
from the doctrine of human merit? “ I may, or I
may not be saved; and though I am a child of
God to-day, to-morrow I may fall from grace
and perish! 1 kave “ A never-dying soul to save,
and fit it for the sky” O what an arduous task!
what a great undertaking! poor self-righteous
creature! you rave your own soul! No, you have
damned it by sinping against God; and did you
see yourself, as you really are, nothing but sin,
you would start from your self-righteous stupor,
disclaim your own righteousness, and cry, Save
Lord, or 1 perish !

What distress, instead of comfort, the consider-
ation of such doctrine must occasion in the soul,
that is truly concerned about eternal things! And
this, Sirs, stimulate us, the more zealously to strive
together for the faith of the Gospel, since the joy,
peace, and comfort of precious souls, so much
depend upon their establishment in the truth!

"The want of which causes so many, that sincerely
seek Jesus, to go daily bowed down with doubts
rf
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and fears. Yet some will say, doctrines must not
be preached, lest we hurt their tender minds;
when their distress springs from a diametrically
opposite cause; their ignorance of God's coven-
ant, love, purposes, and designs; and of his never-
failing, and resolute grace in Christ—that he is
resolved to save his people—and though the gates
of hell may oppose, shall never prevail against
them ! We are to build them up in our most holy
faith, that they may know where to look for wis-
dom, strength, righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption. (1 Corinthians i. 50.)

If error abound, it is the business, not only of
ministers, but of all Christians, as opportunity
offers, to expose it, and thereby strive for the
faith. What is the advice of Paul to a young
minister, upon this subject? (Titus.i. 13.) Rebuke
them sharply : For what? for every inconsistency;
but more especially for error, to answer this grand
end, “ That they may be sound in the fuith.”

Third, Strive for the faith, on account of your
propensity to err. How melancholy to see
those depart from the truth, who once professed
to be its warm, and zealous advocates! In
the real Christian, it is God-dishonouring, and
soul-distressing; but in the mere professor, who
becomes a final apostate, and can violently per-
secute the church of God, it is a flagrant proof
of everlasting perdition! Such are said to make
shipwreck of faith and conscience; as in [ Tim-
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othy i. 19. Holding faith, and a good consci-
ence, which some having put away, concerning
faith, have made shipwreck. Have not we seen
something of this? Have we not seen some, that
for a little time, have made a blazing profession
of Christianity; and, according to appearance,
warmly espoused the doctrines of the Gospel, fall
away, and become vile, and open contemners,
of that truth, which once they pretended so an-
feignedly to love! Examine yourselves whether
you be in the faith! Beware of the seduction of
error! Let him that thinketh he standeth, take
heed lest he fall. 'The lip of truth hath in-
formed us, that many shall fall away— Because
miquity, (the iniquity of error) shall abound,
the love of many, (to the truth) shall war cold &
And many, even of the people of God, will * for-
sake their first love,” and shew a coolness for
truth, and an attachment to error! TJe mystery
of iniquity (2 Thessalonians ii. 7.) began to work
in the apostle’s time, and many turned aside from
the faith. Paul laments this in 1 Timothy vi. 10.
“ For the love of money is the root of all evil ;
which, while some coveted after, they have vrrED
from the TrReTH, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows ;” many of whom, no doubt,
were God’s own people. And in 1 Timothy iv,
L. The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the lag-
ter times, some shall depart from the faith, giv-
g heed to seducing spirits, and DOCTRIN Es of
DEvits. And as a fulfilment, and an awful ex-
emplification of it, we know that the man of sin,
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who exalts himself above all that is called Gog,
hatb, for many centuries, filled all Europe with
his doctrines : O then, may the Lord himself teach
us to take heed, lest, through the darkness of our
hearts, we embrace error for truth, and bow the
knee to anti-christ, instead of following, worship-
ping, and adoring, the only wise God our Saviour,
to whom be glory, and majesty, dominion, and
power, both now and ever. (Jude 23.)

Fourth, The damning nature of error, irresist-
ably argues the absolute necessity of striving for
THE FAITH. Sirs, it is at the peril of your souls,
that you embrace, and die in, those errors which
depreciate the merits of Christ, and exclude him
as the foundation laid in Sion! Peter calls them
damnable heresies. (2 Peter 1. 1.) And such
enemies of Jesus Christ, as will not have him to
reign over them, shall be brought and slain before
him, (Luke xix. 27,) in the great day of his wrath,
by the fire of his jealousy: for he is jealous of
his own honotir, who hath declared, “ My glory
will I not give to another, neither my praises to
graven images.” (Isaiah xlii. 8.)

And we, who are regenerate, are called upon to
keep the faith, as well as strive for it. O! how
animating is that precious promise—* Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life. (Revelations ii. 10.) He who has promised
the crown of life, will make and keep his people
faithful.
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How the apostle triwnphs in this, a little before
nis departure from this world: “ { have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kepi
l;,ggjait}z,” 2 Timothy iv. 7. Having on the whole
armour of God, I have fought and conquered,
though all the infernal policy of devils, and stra-
tagems of wicked men, have been unitedly engaged
in planning my destruction; and though they have,
a thousand times, endeavoured to execute their
malicious designs—though we have actually come
to an engagement, I have fought, victoriously, un-
der the banner of Christ, and wear the victors
crown! Though a legion of sins have * warred in
my members, against the law of my mind, endea-
vouring to overcome, and bring me into capti-
vity;” 1 have fought, and through sin-subduing
grace, am counqueror; having obtained help of
God, I continue unto this day. (Acts xxvi. 2¢.
Though sin has, times innumerable, caused me to
call myself a wretched man, 1 thank God for vie-
tory, through Jesus Christ. I have also fought
against all the errors of the age ; and prophetically
detected the errors of the man of sin, who shall
reign, when he who letteth be taken out of the
way. (2 Thessalonians ii) With the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God, I have fought
against all error, and kept the faith, in opposition
to the world, the flesh, and the devil; in the
Strength of Jesus, 1 have kept the faith, and now
Ldie triumphantly; for, I know whom I have be-
Yicved, and I am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against
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that day ; (2 Timothy i. 12;) who hath laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
rightéous Judge, shall give me at that day. Thus
Paul triumphed ; und such shall be the triumph of
all those, who obtain mercy of God, to be found
faithful!

I come, now,

11. To give a description of the Fuith of the

Gospel : First, observe that the doctrines of faith
are here intended.

Paul, the speaker, in our text, was a great advo-
cate for the doctrines of the Gospel; they ever ad-
ministered joy, peace, and satisfaction, to his soul,
in the most trying seasons! Their powerful, and
holy influence over his whole soul, produced, in
him, a most amiable and exemplary conduct! The
love of Christ shed abroad in his heart, constrained
him to detect sin and error, to love truth, and to
follow holiness; which holiness he knew to be in
Christ, and to emanate from him, to the glory
of his grace! That unparalleled beauty and ex-
cellency, which he saw in Christ, inspired him
with longing desires, daily to grow in grace, and
to be still more zealous to stem the torrent of er-
ror, and more gloriously to exalt, and magnify the
Lord his Saviour, by a defence of his free grace,
and everlasting love!

This was the influence which his doctrines had
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over his own heart and conduct. And in his ex-
cellent Epistles, written under the immediate in-
fiuence of the Eternal Spirit, how boldly, and cou-
rageously does he defend the doctrines of faith!
With what sublimity of thought, and holy rapture
of soul, he mentions them! How forcible, and
conclusive are all his arguments in their defence !

But some will tell us, that, “Though the distin-
guishing doctrines of the Gospel are his general
theme, in his Epistles, when he preached to a mis-
cellaneous congregation, he did not insist upon
them. They were not the topic of his preaching ;
and, In course, ministers, who profess to follow
his example, ought, also, to confine themn to writ-
ing, or private conversation, among believers.”

How degrading would this have been to the
apostolic character! Paul would have been asham-
¢d of such a conduct! He detested such coward-
e’ Let bim speak for himself; 2 Corinthians
X. 1. Let such an one think this, that such as
we are in word, by letters, when we are absent ;
such witl we be also, in deed, when we are present :
and lest any should say, that he has not, here, a
reference to his preaching, I refer you to his own
declaration, Acts xx. 27; I have not shunned te
dectare unto you the whole counsel of God.

The wuorLr—observe, he kept back nothing.
All that God commanded him, he declared voto
the people. And, so zcalous was he for the doc-



240 THE FAITH OF Tk
trines of the Gospel, and for preaching them full.
without equivocation, or reservation, that };e
charges Christ’s ministers to preach no other:
1 Timothy i. 3, and iv. 6. Titus ii. 1. Charge some
thal they preach Xo OTHER DOCTRINE. If thoy
put the brethren in remembrance of these things,
thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ,
nourished up in the words of faith, and of Goop
DOCTRINE. Speak thou the things which become
SQUND DOCTRINE.

Here is a particular charge, given to ministers,
not only to contemplate, to converse upon pri-
vately, but to teach, speak, put the brethren in
remembrance of good and sound doctrine, that
they may be the more established ‘in the truth;
nourished up in the words of faith. Tt is their
business to speak, and speak out boldly, courage-
ously, positively, the eternal, and immoveable
Truth of God! so shall they glorify their Divine
Master, and comfort the souls of his people!

Second—-striving together for faith, dwelling in
the hearts of all those who are spiritually taught
of God. and,

First, Men, in a natural state, are entirely un-
acquainted with, and destitute of, faith in Christ:
(2 Thessalonians iii. 2.) Al men have not faith.
And it 1s entirely of God’s free grace, that any
have ; for the people of God, in this respect, are
vot different from others; but, as they lay in the
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cuins of the fall, are upon a level with the rest part
of mankind : Children of wrath, even as others,
and dead in sin, till quickened, and made alive,
by the power of God ; for he hath concluded them
all in unbelief (Romans xi. $2.); and it is an in-
finite mercy that any of us are blessed with faith in
Christ,

It does not belong to corrupt nature, neither
have men in nature’s darkness, any thing to do with
the faith of God's elect: for they are under a
covenant of works, and faith is peculiar to the
covenant of grace. They are married to the law,
which is their first husband ; and till they become
dead to him, cannot be married to another, (i. e.
to Christ by faith,) without being called adul-
teresses.  Some may object to this reasoning, but
let them remember, that it is not mine, but bor-
rowed from Paul, (Romans vii. 8, 4, &c.) who
knew, by experience, the necessity of becoming
dead to the law, before the soul can be alive to
Christ, by a vital faith, which looks alone to him,
lives upon him, and affectionately claims him as
an husband ! (Isaiah liv. 8.) “ When the com-
mandment came, sin revived, and I died” Seeing
the law’s purity, and his own sinful deformity, he
died, to all hope of being justificd by the law, in
the sight of God. (Galatians iii. 11.) But, he was
hot even invited to come to Christ, while in his
sclf-righteous state! Whatever you may think,
my dear hearers, of universal exhortations, I am

GEg
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bold to assert, that not one of the self-righteoys
are invited to come to Christ. I have good ay.
thority for this assertion; read Matthew ix. 14,
“ I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.”

Second. As man is dead in sin, with a nature
hostile to Christ, and an heart incapable of believ.
ing—as faith in Christ is God’s gift, and God’s
work in the sinner’s beart, it follows, unavoidably,
that faith is not a duty of the law; Romans iij,
28. Galatians ii. 16. and iil. 12. and Romans ix,
32. all, undeniably prove faith opposite, in its
nature, to the works of the law; that it is not a
duty which God requires of his people, but a
grace which he gives them. In the first-mentioned
Scripture, we are told, that a man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law ; so that it
is evident, faith cannot be one of the deeds, or
duties, that God has made incumbent upon his
creatures in the decalogue. And Galatians ii. 10.
beautifully corresponds with this: Knowing that
a man is not justified by the works of the law
but by the faith of Jesus Christ ; even we have
believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justi-
fied by the faith of Chkrist, and not by the works
of the law, for by the works of the law shall no
Slesh be justified. Faith and the law are here held
in contrast, by the apostle, as having nothing t0
do with each other: the former points to, and
embraces a bleeding Christ, as the way to Gods
the latter demands perfect holiness of the crea
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tare, and curses to eternity for the least trans-
gression. They are so diametrically opposite in
their design, their nature, and their Janguage, that
they must not be blended together; for the law
;s not of faith, (Galatians iii. 12.) and, conse-
quently, faith cannot be of the law.

May you learn, my dear friends, to distinguish
between the law and the Gospel! the want of which
occasions much darkness and distress of soul. We
are always to keep distinct the following things:
the Old covenant and the New, the sced of the
serpent and the seed of Christ, the Old man and
the New man, the Law and the Gospel; and
be assured that your comfort, and establishment
in the truth, very much depend upon this.

Farther, had faith been a duty of the law, the
Jews of old would have obtained that which they
sought after, (the peculiar favour of God,) for
they sought it by the works of the law; but faith
was not of the law, and therefore they could not
obtain it, as it is written, Romans ix. 32. they
Sought it not by _faith, but as it were by the works
of the law.

O! may the Lord enable you to seek him, so
4 to find him, and experience the blessings of
grace peculiar to his spiritual Israel!

Having asserted that faith is super-natural, a
Srace of the Spirit, the gift of God; and, there-



244 THE FAITH OF THE
fore, not a duty of the law, the question naturally
follows 1n the

Third place, How comes faith? and what are
its operations? This is a question that ought to
be well answered, and therefore I shall refer you
to the infallible language of inspiration, in Romans
x. 17. Galatians 111, 9. Hebrews iv. 2, The first .
Scripture informs us of the glorious channe}
through which the Lord conveys faith to the soul,
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
Word of God. This proves that the preaching
of God's word, is more particularly employed, by
the Liternal Spirit, to give his people faith in
Christ.  How can they hear without a preacher?
And that is entirely of God’s free grace, for how
can they preach except they are sent 2 Every true
minister of Jesus has his qualifications from hea-
ven, is educated in the grand Coliege of Im-
manuel, and ordained by the Bishop of Souls;
(1 Peter 1. 25) who sends him to do his ap-
pointed work :—*“Thou shalt go to all that I shall
send thee, and whatsoever I command thee, thou
shalt spealk, saith the Lord.” (Jeremiahi. 7.)

Thus commissioned, he exclaims, Though I
preach the Gospel, 1 have nothing to glory of, for
necessity is laid upon me ; yea, woe is unto me
I preach not the Gospel! (1 Corinthians ix. 16.)
A twofold necessity is laid upon me, woe is unto
me if £ preach not, and woe unto me if I preach
not the Gespel.
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The Lord thus sends forth his ministers to
preach his precious word, which comes not in
word only, but also in power and in much assur-
gnce, and in the Holy Ghost. (1 Thessalonians
i. 5.) The Lord opens the hearts of sinners, that
they attend unto the things which are spoken ;—
(Acts xvi. 14.) the Holy Onc of Israel, who
teaches his people to profit, (lsaiah xlviii. 17.)
gives them the hearing ear, and as many as were
ordained to cternal life belicve. (Acts xiil. 48.)
Not becauze they are obedient, and perform the
duty of faith, but because it is given unto them
to know, and believe, the »ysteries of the king-
dom of heaven.

Paul interrogates such in this language. (Gala-
tians iil. 2.) Received ye the Spirit by the works
of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? Not by
the works of the law; the Spirit is not given, be-
cause they are obedient, but to make them obe-
dient; that they may serve in newness of Spirit,
and not in oldness of the letter : (Romans vii.
6.) and then, the service of the Lord becomes per-
fect freedom : they delight to do the will of God,
because his law is written upon the table of their
kearts. (Psalm xl. 8.)

It is by the hearing of faith that the Spirit is
thus received ; by hearing the love, mercy, pity, and
compassion of the Father, in the gift of the Son,
faithfully preached; by hearing of the love of
Christ, ip his covenant-undertaking, and wonder-
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ful sufferings for his people.—The Spirit takes of
the things of Christ, and shews unto them-—their
deaf ears are unstopped, to hear the voice of
Christ, saying, Behold me, behold me—was ever
sorrow like my sorroww—(Lamentations 1. 12.) Their
eves are opened to behold him, in all his bleed-
ing charms, and with divine ravishment of soul,
they gaze upon him, till the wonderlul sight en-
dears the Saviour to their hearts!

Herein is the distinguishing grace of God na-
nifested, and gloriously magnified, for many hear
externally, few, comparatively, are savingly taught
by the Spirit.  For unto us was the Gospel
preached, as well as unto them ; but the Iord
preached did not profit them, not being mived
with faith in them that heard it. (Hebrews iv.
2.) Hearing will profit nothiug without beheving,
and faith is the gift of God; (Ephesians ii. 8.)
consequently, it is to the praise of the glory of
his grace, (Ephesians 1. 6.) his free, sovereign,
and distinguishing grace, that you are profited by
the preaching of the Word : For who maketh thee
to differ from another 2 And what hast thou that
thou didst not receive 2 Now, if thou didst re-
cetve it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not
received it ? (1 Corinthians iv. 7.)

If Evangelical Faith is a duty, the believer may
glory, and boast himself against the unbeliever.
(Romans xi. 18.) He may, with the greatest pro-
priety, address him thus: Faith is the duty of
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every creature where the Gospel comes; I have
peen obedient, and performed my duty, by believ-
ing; you still remain in a state of disobedience,
neglecting to do your duty of fuith ;  Therefore
stand by thyself, come not near to me, 1 am ho-
lier, T am wmore obedient, than thowu.” (Isaiab
Ixv. 5.) O Sirs! may the Lord shew us daily, more
of our own insufficiency and nothingness, that,
under the influence of distinouishing grace, we may
abhor ourselves, (Job xlii. 6.) and looking to the
High Rock, Christ Jesus, triumphantly exclann
with the Psalmist, “ Not unto us, not unto us, Q
Lord ! but unto thy name be all the glory.”

All boasting and glorying in Self; is excluded,
because,

Fourthly, Faith is the work of God, and the
free gift of God. I would appeal to the Seriptures
in order to attest the truth of this. For remember,
you that are displeased with this doctrine, that the
Bible, the precious book of God, is the object of
your displeasure. The Scriptures always were, and
always will be afi‘iontwe to the proud carnally-
mmded Pharisee; For the natural man recew"*k
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
Joolishness unto him ; neither cax he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corin-
thians ii. 14.)

And, now, I will prove from God’s own word,
that faith is his work, and his own free gift; and
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when we have a THUS sa1Ta ik Lorp, bling
fallible worms of the earth ought to be silent!
Read Colossians ii. 12. 2 Thessalonians i. 11. |
Peter i. 5. 1 Corinthians ii. 5. with many other
passages that I might quote; all which beautifully
corroborate to prove, what I have already as-
serted—Fuith God's work, God's free gift; and
harmoniously agree, in ascribing all power, praise,
and glory, to God, and the Lamb for ever !

That Faith is the work of God, is evident ; forwe
are risen with him, (i. e. Christ) through the jaith
of the operation of God, who hath raised him from
the dead: The very same power that raised Christ
from the dead, gquickencd us who were dead in
trespasses and sins, and gave us faith, which is
emphatically termed, FAITH OF THE OPERATION
or Gop: the powerful, invincible, wonderful,
operation of the Spirit. We were shut up in na-
ture’s darkness, and unbelief; and in that state we
must have remained, had not that God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, shined
in our hearts: (2 Corinthians iv. 6.) The very
same power that created all worlds, created us
pew creatures in Christ Jesus; or wrought faith
in our hearts; which are synonymous terms. Now
I would ask, Is it the duty of an unconverted
man to make himself a new creature in Christ?—
to give bimself the Holy Ghost?~—~O presump-
tuous idea! bordering upon blasphemy! and not
less presumptuous, and erroneous is the idea of
Evangelical Feith, as the duty of the unconverted !
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For, if faith is the work of the Spirit, and at the
same tine the duty of the creature, it conse-
quently follows, that it is the duty ofa man dead
in sin, to give himself the Spirit of God! A senti-
ment equally as absurd as presumptuous! and to
be detested by all sincere advocates for the glory
of I'ree grace!

Faith is not the work or duty of the creature,
but the work of the Spirit: Such power belongeth
unto God. (Psalm Ixii. 11.) 7t is according to
the good pleasure of his goodness, that he worketh
in the hearts of smners, the work of faith with
power. (2 Thessalonians i. 11.)

It is the almighty and miraculous work of God,
to take away the stony heart, (Ezekiel xi. 19.)
slay the enmity of the carnal mind, (Romans viii.
7.) break the strong holds of the devil, and cre-
ate a new man in Christ: All which must be ac-
complished before any one can believe to the sav-
wng of the soul : (Hebrews x. 89.) for real believ-
ers are said to be in the Spirit: #'ithout faith it
is impossible to please him, (Hebrews xi. 6.) and
we know, they that are in the flesh cannot please
God, (Romans viii. 8.) consequently, believers
must be in the Spirit; for if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature ; old things are passed away,
behold all things are become new ; (2 Corinthians
V- 17.) and the new creature is the workmanship
of God, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.

Hh
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(Ephesians ii. 10.) Such a renewed soul is fepy
by the power of God, through faith, unto salva-
tion, (1 Peter i. 5.) who manifests his power,
in the believer's perseverance, by strengthening
him in his ever-living Head, and Advocate, who
prays for him, that his faith fail not. (Luke
xxil. 32.)

Being preserved, called, and kept by the power
of God, in Christ Jesus, he bears witness to the
truth of Paul’s assertion, (1 Corinthians ii. 4, 5.)
that the preaching of the Gospel is not with en-
ticing words of man's wisdom—endeavouring to
reconcile the two seeds which God hath eternally
separated, taking the children’s bread and cast-
ing it to dogs; enticing unbelievers to come into
the church, by telling them the faith of God’s
elect belongs to every creature where the Gospel
comes—No, the believing soul knows, that preach-
ing the Gospel is not with these enticing, flesh-
pleasing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the spirit, and of power. e knows,
by happy experience, that his faith does not stand
in the wisdom of man, but in THE POWER OF
Goo. Tor by grace are ye saved through ra1TH,
and THAT not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.
(Ephesians ii, 8.)

Fifth. Taith is termed a mystery, and those
who have it in possession, are said to hold the
mystery of faith in a good conscience, (1 Timothy
iil. 9.) even the mystery which hath been n1p from
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agess and from generations, but is now made ma-
nifest to his satxts, (Colossians i. 26.) for unto
them it is given to know the mysteries of the
Lingdom of heaven ; but to others it is not given.
(Matthew xiii 11.) The Father hath hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hath re-
vealed them unto babes. Aund if any object to
this, or require a reason why God hath done so,
a very precious reason is annexed, “ for so it
scemed good in his sight.” (Matthew xi. 25, 26.)

He bath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise, in preaching his word;
to whom he opens ¢ door of utterance, to speak
the mystery of Christ : (Colossians iv. 3) who
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, by declar-
ing, and vindicating, from the Scriptures, the eter-
nity, co-equality, and unity of the three persons in
the God-head-—(1 John iii. 7) THESE THREE ARE
oNe! The eternal, inseparable, union of Christ,
and his people, (Ephesians v. 30) *“ This is a
great mystery ; but I speak concerning Christ
and the church.”~—The union of the two natures
in Christ, human and divine, (1 Timothy iii. 16.)
“Great is the mystery of goaliness: Gop was
manifest in the flesh i These are mysteries that
soar beyond the atmost stretch of either human,
Or angelic imagination! But, though in them-
selves incomprehensible, faith assures the Chris-
tan that such mysteries really exist. He knows
that they are every way competible with the in-
Comprehensible nature of the Deity. He does not
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aim, with the Infidel, to define the Divine perfec.
tions of Jehovah, and bring them down upon 4
Jevel with his carnal reasou; he is more happily
engaged, in contemplating, with love and amagze.
ment, the innumerable, and unsearchable attri.
butes of his covenant-keeping God; and his dj.
vinely apimated soul, is taught to exclaim, with
one of old, Canst thou by searching, find out
God 2 Canst thou find out the Almighty unto pei-
Jection 2

(Grace teaches him to believe in God, and con-
eerning God, as he is revealed in the precious
Bible; where he has discovered himself the God
of love and grace. Consequently, the Christian
rejoices in the mysteries before mentioned : that
Father, Son, and Spirit, bear witness in behalf of
his soul, to the everlasting covenant-engagements,
which cannot be broken: that, agreeable to this
covenant, the Son assumed human nature, died on
the cross, finished salvation, ascended to glory,
and as an Advocate, intercedes for him at the
Father’s right hand. And, deriving spiritual life
from Christ, he feels his soul vitally united to him,
as an evidence of his membership in that eternally
complete body of Christ—the church purchased
with his cwn blood!

Sixth. As faith is a grace of the Spirit, and 2
mystery taught by him, it certainly must be 2
blessing of the new covenant; for all the blessings
of grace were provided by the Father, in the
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govenant, and given into the hands of Christ, in the
pehalf of his elect, to whom they are communi-
cated by the Eternal Spirit. < Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly

luces, in Christ : according as he hath chosen us
in him, before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy, and without blame, before him in
love, (Ephesians i. 3, 4.)

Before the foundation of the world was laid, the
Father blessed his people with all spiritual bles-
sings ; and observe, they are all in Christ ; for it
hath pleased the Father, that in him should ail
Sfulness dwell. (Colossians 1. 19.) All the promises
of God IV HIM are yea, and IN H1M, Amen unto
the glory of God, by us: (2 Corinthians i. 20.)
and these exceeding great and precious promises,
were all made in covenant, to Christ, the repre-
sentative of his church. According to Paul’s ac-
count, this is the basis of our hope of glory.—
dn hope of eternal life, which God that cannot
lie promised before the world began ! (Titus i. 2.)
And, who could he promise it to but Christ?
Now, as the Father provided, and gave all spiri-
tual blessings, in covenant; it was the office of
the Son to receive them; as itis written in the
Psalms,  lhou hast ascended on high, thou hast
led captivity captive : thow hast RECEIVED GIFTS

or men; yea, for the REBELLIOUS also, that
the Lord God might dwell among them.” (Psalm
Wviii, 18.) And, as Christ hath received them, it
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is the office of the Eternal Spirit to communicate
them to the redeemed soul: He shall glorify me,
saith the dear Redeewer, for he shall receive of
smine, and shall shew it unto you. (Johm xvi. 14,)

Taith, tnen, is a covenant-blessing of the Father,

treasured up, and promised, in the Son, and wrought
in the soul, by the Holy Ghost. 1t is ¢/ faith that
it might be by grace; to the end, the promise
might be sure to all the seed. (Romans iv. 16.)
All the spiritual seed of Abrakam, or of Christ,—
the children of the promise, the spiritual Lsrael :
Jor they are not all Israel which are of Israel;
neither because they are the seed of Abraham,
are they all children : but in Isaac shall thy secd
be called.  That is, they which are the children
of the flesh ; these are not the children of God:
but the children of the Promise are counted for
the seed. 'This 1s the seed for whom the Father
provided the blessing of faith in Christ: as it is
written, (Galatians iii. 7.) Krow ye, therefore,
that they which are of rarrm, (or believers in
Christ,) the same are the children of Abraham.
And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
Justify the heathen through Faith, preached, be-
Jore, the Gospel unto Abrakam, saying, in thee
shall all nations be blessed.  So, then, they which
are of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.
Hence it is plain, that faith is a covenant bles-
sing, which leads me to observe,

Seventh, aud lastly, That it is peculiar to God’s
people. Thy blessing is upon thy people, (Psalm



GOSPEL VINDICATED. 255
;i 8.) saith the Psalmist; and his peculiar bles-
sing is upon none other. Happy art thou, O Is-
rael | who is like unto thee, O people! saved by
the Lord (Deuteronomy xxxiii. 29.) These are
the people that suaLL believe, through the preach-
ing of his word, who are eternally one with Christ!
(Read John xvii.) “ For as many as were ordained
unto eternal life, believed.” Ye believe not, saith
the blessed Jesus, because—of what? Because ye
will not perform the duty of faith? No, but, be-
cause ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.
(John x. 26.) Offensive as this doctrine is to
some, Paul rejoices in it. (2 Thessalonians ii. 13.)
“We are bound to give thanks always to God, for
you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning, chosen you to salvation,
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of
the truth.” We find then, that faith was providedin
covenaat, for the elect of God, and for them alone;
and to them, and them only, is it communicated.

May the blessed Spirit of all grace enlighten
the eyes of your understanding, to view the bleed-
ing, Suviour exhibited on Mount Calvary’s emi-
Dence, groaning under the load of your transgres-
slons; that looking unto him, the author and
Jinisher of your faith, (Hebrews xii 2.) you may
be taught to join this heavenly triumph of the
b100d~bought throng: Unto him that loved us, and
Washed us from our sins in his own blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God, and his
Faﬂzer; to him be glory and dominion for ever
@nd ever. Amen, (Revelations i. 6.)



The Faith of the Gospel Vindicated

SERMON 1II.

GALATIANS 111, 11,

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.

THE context informs us of the dreadful state
of those who have not faith in Christ. That
they are under the law, under the covenant of
works ; and, consequently, under the curse: for it
1s written, 4 s many as are of theworks of the law,
are under the curse—cursed is every ore that con-
tinues not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them. What a wretched
situation is this! Under the law, and under the
curse! And this is not the state of the wicked
profligate only; but of many professedly virtuous
and pious: who are working for life, and desire
to be under the law. Who are in bondage to the
law, and have not one desire to be liberated! If
an objection is made to their being placed upon
a level with the profligate; let it be considered,
that they are more especially, and avowedly, the
enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ, and are more
hostile to the Gospel, than those who never madé
any profession of Christianity !
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Self-righteous thoughts and imaginations are as
jnimical to the attributes of Deity, as offensive
1o the Lord of glory, and as great a violation of
his holy law, as the immorality, and open pro-
fanity of the profligate part of mankind! (Romans
x. 2.) For, they, going about to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is
the end of the law jor RIGHTEOUSNESS, o every
one that believeth. Here they are represented,
in open rebellion against the Lord, and against
his anointed Son the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
They are seeking justification by a righteousness
of their own, in opposition to the righteousness
of Christ! And the pompous language of their
proud, self-righteous hearts, is, We will be like
the most High. 1Is this the humility, self-abhor-
rence, and self-abasement, requisite in poor, lost,
undone, rebellious sinners, when coming before a
God of immaculate purity, and unsearchable ho-
liness ?

If any such persons are before me, I would
address them in the language of Paul, * Ye that
desire to be under the law, do ye hear the law ?”
Do you hear its extensive demands, its holiness,
and purity? Do you hear its spiritual voice? Its
threatening and condemning language, for the
least violation, of any one of its righteous pre-
cepts? No, the law is more spiritual, more holy,

and more extensive in its demands, and prohibitions,
Ii
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than you are aware! The law of God is not like
human laws, which condemn only for externa]
transgressions; it extends to the thoughts, ang
intents of tie heart!

It is thought a privilege, by some people, that
human laws cannot condenn for thinking : but,
it 1s not so with the Lord Jehovah, who searches
the heart, tries the reins, and knows our every
thought! The omnipresent God is privy to all
your vain thoughts, and impure desires, which
shame forbids you to reveal to mortals! He de-
mands fruth in theinward parts ; butfinds, in us,
nothing but falsehood, iniquity, and rebellion!

The law is a glorious transcript of his immacu-
late purity, and teaches the holiness of a God!
One sinful thought is a violation of all its righteous
precepts ! Oh Sirs! you that desire to be under the
law; let me ask you once more, Do ye hear what
it saith to you? Do you know that you are cursed
by it Cursep 1s EVERY ONE that continues not
in ALL THINGS, and you have not continued in
any one ; but violated every precept. You are
not aware, I say, of its extensiveness, but are yet
in nature’s darkness and ignorance! If you had
ever been taught by God’s Spirit, you would see
the consequence of being under the law——you
would sec its spirituality, purity, and holiness;
and would confess, that by the law is only the
knowledge of sin. It shews no mercy, nor lenity;
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por discovers any way of deliverance from sin!
The letter killeth, but administers no healing, no
tife-giving balm!

In what state did the apostle find himself, when
the law was brought home to his heart and con-
ccience? He tells us in Romans vii. 9. When the
commandment came, sin revived and I died! He
died to all hopes of being justified by it, in the
sight of God.  And now let me ask the convinced
sinner, how /e views the law ? what his experience
is in this respect? You are ready to reply, poor
sinner, 1n such language as this, “ I see and feel
myself condemned by the law, which is an admi-
nistration of death, how am I to escape its dread-
ful sentence? Sin does, indced, revive in me: and
I feel myself incapable of subduing it! To whom,
or where shall I flee for refuge?” Poor distressed
soul, take comfort; the Eternal Spirit, who con-
vinced you of sin, will carry on that work which
he has begun in you; and give you a knowledge
of salvation, by a crucified Jesus. Our text in-
forms you, that justification, in the sight of God,
is not by the works of the law, but, that the
vilest of sinners, shall be cleansed from their sins
1 the blood of Jesus, obtamn pardon through him,
and live a life of faith on him: for

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.

The just, or justified ones, those who were
¢ternally justified in Christ. Though I suppose that
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is too ancient a date for some of you ; but, it mus¢
be so, consistent with the analogy of faith. Fop
what is it to be justified, but to be acquitted from
the wrath of divine justice, against sinners? And
that God’s people were thus acquitted, from eter-
nity, is provable from his love. 1 have loved thee
with an everlasting love ; (Jeremiah xxxi. 3.) and
there is no wrath nor anger in love. To be just,
or justified, is, also, to be delivered from all charge
that justice may bring against the sinner. And
were not the people of God thus holy, and without
blame, by virtue of their union to Christ, from.
everlasting? Was not Christ set up from ever-
lasting, as the righteousness of his people? And
are they not completely justified in his righteous-
ness? Nevertheless, this is not known to any of
those justified ones, till revealed, by the Eternal
Spirit, in their regeneration.

Having received the like precious faith, which
is once vevealed to all the saints, the soul is
enabled to look to Christ. And is made happy in
the knowledge of this, rejoicing that he stands in a
justified state! Happy, being free from all condem-
nation, and at peace with God. He has now access
to him, free access—=can approach him as his gra-
cious God, and loving Father, in Christ Jesus.
Looking to Christ by faith, having peace with God,
his love shed abroad in his heart, he has fellowship
with him as his God, his Father, and his friend!

Persons, possessing this charming experiencé
; .
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are the just intended in our text; who shall live
py their faith.  And, Christians, your experience
attests the truth of this. May the Fternal Spirit,

then, engage your hearts and attention, while I
consider,

1. The blessed effects of faith.

II. The qualities and properties of faith,

First, the blessed effects of faith; of that pre-
cious faith in Christ, which brings joy, peace,
comfort, consolation, and full satisfaction, to the
justified soul!

How precious must that faith be which has the
Spirit for its operator, Christ for its object, and
which brings the sinner, arrayed in Immanuel's
righteousness, near to the infinitely holy Jehovah,
who communes with him as a man with his
friend! Which assures him that he shall dwell
with the Lord for ever! That he has, agreeable
to the eternal promise, an inheritance in the skies,
where God shall wipe all tears from his eyes;
where all sorrow and distress shall be for ever
banished, and where the whole soul, swallowed
up in the beatific vision of God, shall, with inex-
pressible delight, gaze upon the dear God-man,
who redeemed him with his own blood!

O invaluable blessing! Is it ours? Do we feel
the influence of this precious faith? If so, we are



269 THE FAITH OF THE
experimentally acquainted with its powerful and
wonderful effects,

First, in delivering the poor distressed, and
self-condemned sinner from that dreadful law-
work upon the conscience, which all God’s peo-
ple, in some measure, experience. (! what dread-
ful apprehensions, and tormenting expectations
of divine wrath, are then felt by the convicted
criminal ! Convinced of the awful disparity be-
tween the pure law of God, and his polluted heart
and life, his most earnest and insatiate enquiry is,
“ What shall I do to be saved 7

He feels sin warring in every member, and
strives against it; but in vain; it overcomes him g
and daily carries him captive in its odious and
galling chains! This is to convince him, that sin
is conquercd only in the strength of Jesus! In
vain does he strive in his own strength ; for every
struggle he makes, serves but to convince him
that he is a helpless sinner; and that he must un-
avoidably fall a victim to sin, which is the dread-
ful sting of death!

In the 24th and 26th verses of the context, the
law is spoken of under the character of a school-mas-
ter. According to some, the ceremoniallaw, to teach
and instruct ; as this law taught the Jewish church,
through types and shadows, to look to the great
and illustrious Antitype, the adorable Redeemer.
But as this epistle was written to a Gentile
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church, I think itis very evident that the deca-
Jogue, or law of Ten commands, is intended, which
teaches the holiness and purity of God, and shews
ihe exceeding sintulness of sin.  And as it is the
office of a school-master, not only to give in-
struction, but also to correct and chastise; the
Jaw severely chastises, and rigorously condemns,
for the least transgression of its righteous pre-
ceptsl

You that have felt this law work in vour
consciences, have known the severe correction of
this school-master. But mark the design of God:
The law was our school-master to bring us unto
Christ, that we nught be justified by faith ; but
after that faith is come, we are no longer under
a school-master. Iaith delivers trom the law. It
enlightens the eyes of the sin-despairing soul, to
look to Christ; to behold him as the way to God,
payng his ten-thousand-talent debt to inflexible
Justice, and standing in the sinner’s place, as the
end of the law for righteousness to every one that
belicveth. (Romans x. 4.) Faith teaches him to
see his sins in the wounds of Chrnist, whose pre-
cious blood heals his wounded conscience, and
sets him at happy liberty! He is no longer under
a spirit of bondage to fear, but has received the
spirit of adoption, whereby he crics, Aboa, Fa-
ther ! (Rowans vili. 15.) O! hippy experience!
Wonderful change !—Brought ouc of darkness into
Mmarvellous light, (1 Peter ii. Y.) from death to
life, (James ii, 10.) from a prison of bondage to
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perfect liberty, from sorrow, almost insupportable,
to joy, unspeakable, and full of glory!

Before this wonderful change took place, the
poor sinner was shut up in bondage to the law,
and crying in the bitterness of his soul, 4 wounded
spirit who can bear ! His wounds appeared to him
incurable, and his salvation impossible! And in
this state, he must have continued, had not the
skilful hand of the great Physician, who wounded
him, applied the balm of Gilead. No cure tfrom
any other! No other hand can administer relief
to the wounded conscience! It is the prerogative
of God alone; o kill, and make alive ; to wound,
and make whole. (Deuteronomy xxxii. 39.)

No wounds like those a wounded spirit feels,
No cure for sueh, till God, who makes them, heals.
CowPER.

O what a sweet healing balm is the blood of
Jesus' It cleanses from all sin, heals the wounded
conscience, and administers peace to the troubled
mind. By faith in this precious sin-cleansing blood,
the sinner is brought near to his covenant Gods
and Father!

By faith the sinner looks to thie man Christ
Jesus, and affectionately embraces the record that
God gives concerning his Son! He hears the
proclamation of Divine forgiveness with rapture
and astonishment! Such a char.uing invitation 28
this, is music in his ears, and inexpressitle }oY
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to his regenerated soul: “ Come now and let us
reason together, saith the Lord; though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.” (lsaian i. 18.)

Are you convinced that this Scripture is descrip-
tive of your state! If so, it must be truly pre-
cious to you. What can be more delighttul than
to hear the great God proclaim himself a God of
pardon! but it cannot be sweet to any but the
convinced sinner. This precicus balm cannot be
valuable to those who never hud a wound. “They
that are whole need not a physician, but they that
are sick.” Tt is the sin-sick soul, wounded by the
arrow of Divine conviction, who is here addressed ;
to whom the Lord hath made known the purity of
the law, and the exceeding sinfulness of sin! By
the law is the knowledge of sin; and, therefore,
the Lord always speaks first by the law, to con-
vince of sin, before he reveals his Divine pardon
in Christ. As in the foregoing part of this first
chapter of Isaiah, (v. 15.) When ye spread forth
Your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea;
when ye make many prayers, 1 will not hear ; your
hands are full of blood. Thisis the voice of God’s
law, wherein he expresses his disapprobation of
sin—that he cannot accept of any offering by the
law of works; for the law knows nothing of par-
don, and remission of sins. And, saith the Lord,
their hands are full of blood,—they are yet un-

K kK
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cleansed ; therefore, in his strict justice and holj-
ness, his soul hateth their sacrifices! And he
not only declares his disapprobation of their sin,
but farther insists upon their spotless purity, ere
they can appear before him! (v. 16.) Hash ye,
make ye clean, put away the evil of your doings
Jrom before mine eyes, cease to do evil. This s
not a condition of salvation, but the demand of
inflexible justice. Not the voice of the Gospel,
but of the law. It is a blessing to know, when
the Lord speaks in his strict justice, as an abso-
lute God, and when in his infinite mercy in Christ
Jesus, as a God pardoning iniquity: for the want
of making this distinction, many err; not know-
ing the Scripture, nor the voice of the law
from the voice of the Gospel! On which ac-
count, I have taken the liberty of making this di-
gression,

Observe, here then, that the Lord speaks in his
law, before he makes the precious invitation con-
tained in the 18th verse. And thus he powerfully
speaks to all bis dear pecople, before he speaks,
pardon to their souls; that they may see the ne-
cessity of being washed, and cleansed, to appear
aceeptable before a God of perfect holiness!
As we read again, in Isaiah xliii. 29—25. But
thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob ! but thow
hast been weary of me, O Israel. Thou hast not
brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings,
neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices.
1 have not caused thee to serve with an offering,
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qor wearied thee with incense.  Thou hast bought
me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou
filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices ; but thou
hast made me serve with thy sins, thou hast wea-
ried me with thy iniquity. Hearing these com-

licated crimes alledged against him, called over
by Jehovah himself, what can the expectation of
the convicted sinner be, but to hear the awful sen-
tence, Depart thou cursed ; as theu hast wearied
me with thine iniquity, 1 justly consign thee to
the gloomy regions of eternal horror!

But, thus alarmed of his danger, convinced of
sin, and driven from all his false refuges, Divine
mercy interposes, and Jehovah speaks as a God
of grace; informing him, that though sin hath
abounded like a sea, free grace abounds like an
ocean! 1, even 1, am ke ihat blotteth out thy
transgressions, for my own sake, and will not re-
member thy sins.

Had T the tongue of an angel, I could not ex-
press half that joy, peace, and comfort, which
this administers to the soul! O the sweetness of
Divine forgiveness! To hear the great God say—
I, even I am he, against whom you have sinned,
that blotteth out thy transgressions ; and if I lay
Nothing to your charge, who shall? 1t is God
tbdl‘justéﬁeik, who is he that condemueth 2 (iio-
Wans viii, 84.) J¢ is Christ that died, whose blood
eanseg Jrom all sin; (1 Johni. 7.) Thereiore,
fot for your sake, will I do this, but for my own
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sake; for the sake of the cath, the promise, ang
the blood of my everlasting covenant. This
the covenant thet I will make with them aftey
those days, saith the Lord ; Iwill put my laws
tnto their hearts, and in their muinds will { write
them : and their sins and iniquities will I remem.
ber no more. (iiebrews x. 16, 17.)

Now is the invitation peculiarly precious! Be.
cause seasonable, and very applicable! Now isit,
indeed, applied by almighty power, and spoken
in all the sweetness of pardoning love!—Come
now, and let us reason together ; even now, though
you have lifted up arms of hostility against me:
now you are convinced of your sin, and are made
willing to lay down your weapons of rebeilion
with which you have been figiiting against Christ,
and his truth; come now, wait not to make any
preparation, come just as you are, for now will I
magnify my free grace in your salvation!

Come unto n:e, now you have tried various ways,
and cannot find any one, for an escape from end-
less ruin; fef us reason together; 1 have found
out a way, whereby my justice shall be glorified,
and harmonize with mercy in the parden of all
your sins! You are reasoning within yourself
saying, 'There is no hope of being saved, con
sistent with strict justice,—no pardon, no forgive
ness for me;—Cast away this carnal reasoning
about the impossibility of your salvation; My
grace is. sufjicient for you : though your sins b
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as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool !

Such precious invitation being thus, powerfully
applied to the soul, the sinner’s terrific fear of
Divine wrath is all dissipated, and he draws near
to God at a gracious throne. Having, therefore,
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way wiich he hath
consecrated for us, through the wail, that is to
says his flesh; and having an high priest over
the House of God, he draws near with a true
heart, in full ASSCRANCE OF FAITH, having his
heart sprinkled from an evil conscience. (Hebrews

X. 9.)

This is the blessed effect of faith, teaching the
sinner to look alone to Christ for pardoy, and,

Second, To the RicrTEOUSNESs oF CHRIST
for justification. Being comfortably, and won-
derfully, delivered from the spirit of bondage, the
believer goes on his way rejoicing; looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of his faith. He is
filled with all joy and peace in believing; for the
Lord hath put anew song in his mouth, even praise
unto our God, (Psalm xl. iii.) and he addresses
the true worshippers of God, like the Psalmist,
Come and hear, all ye that Jear God, and I will
declare what he hath done Jor my soul. (Psalm
1xvi. 16.) He brought me up out of an horrible
Dit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon
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a rock, and established my goings. He hath given
e faith in Christ, his dear Son—O precious faith!
I had fainted, unless I had B¥1LIEVED fo sec the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
(Psaln xxvil. 13.) He is gracious unto me, and
hath delivered me from going down to the pi,
having found a ransom—the precious Christ, who
is the Lorp my ricaTrousxEss! 1 now disclaim
my own righteousness, which is as filthy rags,
and look entirely to Chuist for justification; for,
behold, God is my salvation, I will trust, and
not be afraid, for the Lorp JEHOVAH 25 my
strength, and my song, he also is become my sat-
vation. (Isaiah xii. 2.)

Taith looks ¢o, and rejoices in, the righteous-
ness of Christ. It desires no other. The believer,
under its animating influence, breathes out the
desires of his soul to God, like an inspired apos-
tle, I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
and be found in him, not having mine own righ-
teousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the jfaith of Christ, the righteousncss
which is of God by faith.—(Philippians iii. 8. 9.)

Faith puts on the righteousness of Christ as the
Lest robe, the wedding garment, the only clothing
in which the soul can appear before God! The
believer wishes thus to be found in Christ, at all
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times ; whenever he waits upon God in the ordin-
ances of his house, or in his more retired and pri-
yate moments, in his approaches to the Lord in
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving; in the hour of
death, and at the day of judgment: assured that
he is the only blessed man, unto whom God im-
puteth rightcousness without works. (Romans
iv. 6.)

He views bimself as eternally justified in this
spotiess righteousness.  Being justified, by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, (Romans v. 1.) was the triumphant lan-
guage of Paul, and is the Janguage of every be-
liever., 1le has peace with God, for his sins are
removed, and he stands for ever complefe in
Christ! The law of God, which stood written
against him, is magnified, and made honourable,
in his juctification by Christ’s righteousness, and,
the once frowning justice now smiles upon him:
For Curisr is the end of the law jor RIGHTEOUS-
NESS TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH. (Romans
X. 4.)

Third, Faith fixes steadfastly upon Christ; which
proves it to be genuine: for it is the nature of
faith to be steadfast, as we read in Colossians
o5, « Joying and beholding your order, and
the steadfustness of your jaith.” ‘The man w.o

as not faith, is like a wave of the sea, driven
With the wind and tossed; (Jawesi. 6.) while the
believer is built up in his most holy jaith upon
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the unmoveable rock of ages! He daily discovery
more of the corruptions of his nature, his weak.
ness, and insufficiency to perform any thing truly
good; for without me, saith Christ, ye can do
nothing. (John xv. 5) Knowing this, by experi-
ence, he looks to the Almighty Jesus for every
thing, and fixes steadfastly upon him, being as-
sured, that none but Christ can do him any good,
Tor other foundation can no man lay, than that
1s laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians iii,
11.) This is the stone which was set at nought
of you builders, which is become the head of the
corner : meither is there salvation in any other.
(Acts iv. 11, 12.) For thus saith the Lord God,
behold I lay in Zion for a_foundation, a stone, a
tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foun-
dation : he that believeth shall not make haste.
(Isaiah xxviii. 16.) And the reason why he shall
not make haste, is obvious: Faith fixes stead-
fastly on Christ the sure foundation, and gives him
boldness and courage in the day of trouble! The
wicked flee when no man pursueth ; but the righ
teous are bold as a lion. (Proverbs xxviil. 1.)

Christ is all in all to the believer: his wishes,
desires, affections, hopes, joys, confidence and
expectations, all centre in the adorable Redeemer;
and he feels, daily, more of the necessity of be-
ing saved by his infinitely free grace.

He no longer halts between two opinions, (1
Kings xviii. 21.) nor carnally asks with Pilaté
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What is truth 2 The Spirit of truth hath led him
into all truth. (John xvi. 13.) That precious
promise is made good to his soul, Ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
The power and influence of truth have made him
free from the dominion of sin, and all slavish
fear ; and from the erroneous doctrines of the man
of sin. He is no more tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lay in wait to deceive : but speaking the truth
in love, grows up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ. (Ephesians iv. 14, 15.)

False Christs, and false prophets may cry, Lo
here, or, Lo there is Christ, he does not believe
them; he is better taught, and knows not the voice
of strangers, s0 as to be allured by them: he
hears the great Shepherd’s voice, and follows him.
Leaning upon his Beloved, he addresses him in
this joyful, and affectionate language, My heart
is fived, O God, my heart is fived, I will sing
and give praise; for in point of justification in
the sight of God, I am determined not to know
any thing save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
Thow shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after-
wards receive me to glory. Whom have I in Hea-
ven but thee 2 and there is none upon earth that
L desire besides thee.

In all the vicissitudes and changes which he
Ll
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must unavoidably experience, in this world of mj-
sery and woe, he thus triumphs in Christ: The
Lord liveth, and blessed be my rock : and let the
God of my salvation be exalted. (Psalm xviii. 46.)
Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither
shall fruit be on the vines, the labour of the olive
shall fail, and the field shall yield no meat ; the
Socks shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls : yet I will rejoice
in the Lord, Iwill joy in the God of my salva-
tion. Yor Christ is the same yesterday, and to-
day, and for ever.

His faith, which fixes so steadfastly upon Christ,
¥s a soul-supporting assurance, that nothing can
ever separate from him; relying upon his invin-
cible grace, he bids defiance to all his enemies
ever to cause a separation.

I have a mansion in his heart,
Nor death nor hell shall make us part, Warts,

The world, with its delusive smiles, entices him,
or, by its persecuting frowns, endeavours to deter
him from following Christ ; but in vain;_for what-
soever is born of God overcometh the world, and
this is the wictory that overcometh the world, even
our faith. (1 Johnv. 4)

Satan also makes use of a thousand fraudulent
arts, in order to attract him, or by fiery temptations
strives violently to separate him from Christ: and
this implacable foe certainly would accomplish
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his design, did not Christ hold him fast, for he has
an heart prone to wander from his God: the old
man is always ready to yield: but Jesus saith,
none shall pluck him out of my hand. Faith, in
such a precious promise, looks to Christ, its shie/d,
wherewith he is able to quench all the Jiery darts
of the wicked !

These enticements, and temptations, are over-
ruled for his good; for they have a tendency to
endear Christ to his soul ~ Thereby he has fresh
instances of the Almighty power of Jesus, to
deliver the godly out of temptation ; and, being
more abundantly convinced of his own inability,
to repel the force of the enemy, it causes him to
cleave closer to Christ, and to look unto him the
Strong for strength.

He trembles at the very thought of departing
from the Almighty Saviour! His language is,
Lord! to whom shall I go? thou hast the words
of eternal life ; and I belicve, and am sure, that
thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,

Thy name, my inmost powers adore,

‘Thon art my life, my joy, my care;

Depart from thee I—tis death—"’tis more,

"Tis endless ruin, deep despair, STEELE.

~ Sin, earth and hell united, cannot move him
from his steadfastness. They may very much dis-
‘tress him, but cannot destroy him; for he is kept
by the power of God; and is likened unto a wise
Man that built his house upon a rock; and the
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rain descended, and the floeds came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell not, for
it was_founded upon a rock.

Fear not, then, Christian ; you that have fled to
Jesus for refuge, be of good courage. No weapon
that is formed against thee shall prosper ; and
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judg-
ment, thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of
the servants of the Lerd, and their righteousness
is of me, saith the Lord. (Isaiah liv.17.) Here
is a positive promise of everlasting victory over
every foe: though assailed on all sides, fear not,
you are also surrounded by an immensity of love
and mercy; the Lord hath set an hedge about
you ; (Job i. 10.) nay, he declares that he will be
unto you a wall of fire round about, (Zachariah
ii. 5.)

Who can feel himself interested in these pro-
mises, without exclaiming, with the Psalmist, /
will love thee, O Lord my strength. The Lord is
my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer, my
God, my strength, in whom I will trust ; my buck-
ler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high
tower. 'The Tord is worthy to be trusted, and
greatly to be praised.

Gratitude, love, and adoration, are justly due
unto him for such distinguishing grace! Such won-
derful salvation? Thanks be unto God, that giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ:
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Therefores my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un-
moveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not i vain in the Lord. (1 Corinthians xv.
57, 58.)

Your labour, toil, and difficulty, shall not be in
vain; for, observe, they are in the Lord. You
suffer them in Christ; for unto you it is given in
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his sake. (Philippians i. 29.)
Your sufferings are all, in covenant, appointed for
you, and not one is in vain! They are of infinite
service to you, and shall all work together for
your good, and terminate in God’s glory. Had not
Lazarus died, the Son of God could not hdve been
glorified (John xi. 4.) in his resurrection? if you
were never in distress, you never could praise God
for his supporting, and delivering grace: if not
exposed to dangers, he could not be glorified in
your protection and deliverance.

The mount of danger is the place,
Where we shall see surprising grace. Warrs,

God's surprising grace, manifested in your de-
liverance, will fill your mouth with laughter and
Your tongue with singing ; for the trial of your
Jaith being much more precious than of gold that
berisheth, though it be tried with fire, shall be
Jound unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the
%pearing of Jesus Christ.

“ From all your afflictions, his glory shall spring,
And the deeper your sorrows, the.Jouder you'll sing™”
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But why should the Christian be so courageous,
why so confideut of a victory over his foes? Be.
cause,

Fourthly, Faith realizes the precious promises
of God to his soul. It is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not scen. (He-
brews xi. 1.) It takes God at his word : thussaith
the Lord is enough for faith ; though there appears
no prospect of the promise ever being performed,
Though there may appear, according to sense, an
impossibility of its performance, faith causes the
believer, against hope to believe in hope, and brings
the very substance of the things hoped for, into
real possession! The soul inherits them by faith,
knowing that it is impossible for God to lie; but,
that he who has promised, is able, and certainly
will perform!

Faith has to do entirely with the divine promise;
and prefers God’s word even before all ocular evi-
dence. We have a striking proof of this in 2 Peter
i. 16—19. For we kave not followed cunningly
devised fables, when we made known unto you the
power and coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, but
were EVE-WITNESSES of his Majesty—IVe have
also A MORE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY, unio which
we do well to take heed, as unto a light that shin
eth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and tht
day-star arise in your hearts.

Though the apostles saw the glorious trans-
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fouration of Christ, when they were with him in
the “ holy mount;” which was to them a very
striking evidence of his Deity and Messiahship;
vet the word of God was esteemed by them, “a
\nore sure evidence.”

Taith considers, the ability, faithfulness, and
veracity of the promise-maker, the creator and
upholder of all things, who has declared, “ Hea-
ven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.”——The nature of the pro-
mises, that they are all absolute and unconditi-
onal; not “ yea and nay,” not yea, ye may be
saved ; or may, ye shall not; according to your
obedience or disobedience ; * for all the promises
of God in him (i. e. Christ) are yea, and in him
Amen, unto the glory of God. They shall be
my people, and I will be their God,” is the un-
changeable determination of Jehovah,

The real believer lives upon the eternal pro-
mises, and is daily nourished and supported by
them. O how sweet are they to his soul in the
worst of seasons! They are applicable to his state
and situation, at all times ; and, « word fitly spoken
s like apples of gold in pictures of silver. (Pro-
verbs xxxv. 11.) Such is the nature of the fol-
lowing promises, that they are calculated to com-
fort and support the tried soul under the heaviest
Pressure :— Ay God shall supply all your need,
ACcording to his riches in glory, by Christ Jesus;
Jor he hatk said, I will never leave thee, nor
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forsake thee; and 1 that speak in righteousness
am mighty to save. The Lord thy God in the
‘midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he wil]
rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in hiy
love, he will joy over theewith singing. And als,
the strength of Israel will not lie, nor repent .
Jor he is not a man that he should repent.

“ Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will
do it.” In his own due time, he will do it; for
though he hides his face from you, and leaves you
to walk in darkness, it is but for a little time:
“In a little wrath, I hid my face from thee for a
moment,” but with everlasting kindness will I have
mercy on thee, saith the Lord.” He was angry,
not with thy soul, but with thy sins.

When the Lord applies these promises, under
their soul-reviving influence, the believer, though
walking in darkness, “ trusts in the name of the
Lord, and stays upon his God.” Yea, confidently
trusting in a promise-performing God, he triumph-
antly exclaims: ““ Though an host should encamp
against me, my heart shall not fear: though war
should rise against me, in this will I be confi-
dent. Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for
thou art with me, thy rod and thy staff, they com-
fort me. Rejoice not against me, O thou mine
enemy! when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit 1D
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.”
(Micah vii. 8)
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Eighth. Faith enables the Christian to please
his God, which he could not do by the works of
the law. He is now comfortably fixed upon the
rock Christ, and his goings are established in the
ways of wisdom ; he walks with God, by faith, like
Enoch of old, and obtains ¢ this testimony, that
he pleases God.” (Hebrews xi. 5.) The Father
views him in his “ Beloved Son, in whom he is
well pleased.” Being washed from his sin and un-
cleanness, in the blood of the Lamb, he is “made
a king and a priest unto God;” (Revelations i.
5,6.) and, as one of the * holy priesthood, offers
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ.” (1 Peter ii. 5.)

SeirrTuaL sacririces.—He serves God in
newness of spirit; he worships him in the spirit.
The Lord requireth truth in the inward parts; he
demands the whole heart. (Proverbs xxiii. 26.)
“ My Son, give me thine heart.” The believer
gladly acquiesces in the divine request, and wil-
lingly surrenders his heart to God; fervently ad-
dressing him in such language as this: “ Thou de-
sirest not sacrifice, else would I give it thee : thou
delightest not in burnt-offering. The sacrifices of
God are a broken and a contrite heart ; a broken
and a contrite heart, O God! thou wilt not des-
Pise.” (Psalm Ii. 16, 17.) The whole heart is offered
Unto God, which is acceptable THrROUGH JEsus
Curser, Nothing can be acceptable but that
vhich is offered upon the “ golden altar” of a

¥ m
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precious Jesus; ascending up before God with
the incense of his powerful intercession. (Reve.
lations viil. 3, 4.) All the prayers, praises, and
spiritual sacrifices of the heaven-born soul, are
performed in the strength of Jesus, and with con-
fidence in him, are offered up before the Eternal
throne ; whose vicarious sacrifice renders them
acceptable.

He acts now upon different principles, and from
nobler motives, than when he laboured under the
covenant of works: “ The love of Christ con-
straineth him.” That attractive expression of his
Redeemer, has a powerful influence over him,
“ If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John
xiv. 15.) Gratitude calls aloud for his obedience,
and tells him, that itis “ but his reasonable ser-
vice to present his body a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God.” (Romans xii. 1.) Dis-
solved by divine goodness, his language is, “ What
shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to-
wards me?” (Psalm cxvi. 12.) Or asitis poeti-
cally and beautifully paraphrased by Cowper:

‘What shall T do, was once the word,
That I may worthier grow?

What shall I render to the Lord?
Is my inquiry now,

When tempted to sin, his new man is taught to
express his hatred to it, like Joseph How (’anI
do this great wickedness, and sin against God!
(Genesis xxxix. 9.) A God of Grace! who has
loved me, and saved me with an everlasting sal*
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vation ! And shall T grieve the spirit, slight his love,
and bring reproach upon his cause, and distress
his people, by yielding to the corruptions of my
pature? How can I exercise such base ingratitude,
by the cominission of such a detestabie crune!
Yet, such is the viciosity of my heart, tnat I
should immediately become guilty of it, if pre-
venting grace did not forbid it!

He knows, by sad experience, that siz and sor-
row are inseparably connected ; and he is alsoas
well assured, that in the presence of Christ is a
fulness of joy: on which account he thirsteth for
God, for the presence of Jesus, the living God.
But remember, it is the new man, who thus pants
after Christ. The new man is the image of God in
the soul, which causes the Christian to delight in
the law of God; for I, saith Pawl, delight in ihe
law of God after the inward man. He is zealous
of good works ; not in order to be saved by them,
but because Christ hath redeemed and saved him
Jrom all iniquity. (Titus ii. 14.) Not that he may
be justifted, but because ke is justified. (FEphesians
il. 8—10.) Not to merit the love of God, but be-
cause God hathloved him. (Jeremiahxxxi. 8, and
1 John iv. 10.) He is not working for life, but
from life; (Romans viii. 2.) not to be seen of men,
like the Pharisee, in order to be applauded for his
pretended virtue and holiness ; but to glorify God:
agreeable to the exhortation, Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your father which is in Hea~
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ven. (Matthew v. 16.) Whatever be does for, o
in, the cause of Christ, is not done with a viey
to merit the Divine favour, but for the benefit of
the saints. After he has done all, he humbly ac-
knowledges to the Lord, that he is but an unpro-
fitabls servant. My goodness, says David, ear-
tendeth not to thee, but to the saints that are in
the earth, and to the cxcellent in whom is all my
delight. (Psalm xvi. 2, 3.)

Thus the real Christian, stimulated by love, and
gratitude to God, and by a sacred pleasure, which
he finds in his ways, waits upon him with renewed
strength, and irdcreasing faith. He obeys the
Lord as a kind and indulgent Father; and has
the inexpressible satisfaction of acting under the
Divine approbation. The Eternal Father smiles
upon him, in and through the Son; and, in the
most endearing accents, expresses his delight in
him, and in his services, which spring from that
active and invigorating principle of love, and
which are an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well-pleasing to God. (Philippians iv.
18.) How encouraging, and at the same time,
how sweet and melting, to hear the munificent
Father of mercies say, thow shalt no more be
termed forsaken ; but thou shalt be called Heph-
ztbah, for the Lord delighteth in thee. (Isaiah
Ixii. 4.)

Sixth. Faith assures the believer, that though
he is miserably poor in himself; in Christ, he is
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unsearchably rich. O what scenes of wonder
open to his view, when faith teaches him to claim
kindred with Christ! When the Spirit witnesses
with his spirit that he is a child of God ; (Komans
viii.) then is he assured, that though he has no-
thing, yet he possesses all things, (2 Corinthians
vi. 10) being heir and lord of all; (Galati-
ans iv. 1.) yea, an keir of God, and a joINT-
ueir with Christ. (Romans viii. 17.) What a
wonderful vicissitude! Who can behold it with-
out joining the angelic choir, in extacies of joy,
and songs of praise to the Lord, who thus raiseth
up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the
beggar from the dunghill, to set him among
princes, and to make him inkerit the throne of
Glory. (1 Samuel ii. 8.) There were music and
dancing when the prodigal’s rags were taken
off him, and be gloriously arrayed in the best
robe: and in like manner, yea, in an infinitely
greater degree, see the poor sinner, in his conver-
sion to God, emerging from the gloom of extreme
poverty, exalted to the zenith of grandeur, and
unsearchable riches in Christ! Angels rejoicing
at his happy return to God; and the eternal Je-
hovah himself, as the object of his love and
choice, rejoiceth over him with joy. (Zephaniah
. 17.) The Redeemer looks upon him as a new
trophy of his victory, a chaste wirgin espoused
unto him, a jewel in his eternal crown of glory,
and the joy and delight of his heart! (Solomon’s
Song iii. 11.) Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion,
“nd behold King Solomon with the crown where-
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with his mother crowned him in the day of jjg
espousals, and in the day of the gladness of hjg
heart.

O! how admirable is Divine grace! That the
Lord should thus visit a rebel against him; whose
sins had rendered him odious to the Divine purity,
and obnoxious to eternal wrath! Who lay perish-
ing in his blood, (Ezekiel xvi. 6.) wretched, miser-
able, and poor, and blind, and naked; (Revela
tions iil. 17.) and knew it not, until it was discov-
ered to him by the enlightening Spirit of God.

But God's Grace 1s FREE GRACE, beyond all
expression free! And with this soul-enriching grace,
he blesses all the spiritually poor. (Matthew v. 3.)
Blessed are the peor in spirit ; for their's is the
kingdom of heaven. For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, that ye, through
his poverty might be rich. e took our poverty,
that we might have his riches; He bore our sins,
that we might have his righteousness; He died,
that we might have redemption through his bload,
and enjoy the everlasting smiles of a God of
love! That our souls might be enriched with an
amiable train of graces, (Galatians v. 22.) that
being made meet to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light, (Colossians i. 12.) an em
trance shall be ministered unto us abundantly;
imto the ecerlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Peter i. 1.)
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Taith assures the believer, that these incalcul-
able blessings are his own everlasting treasure,
and teaches him to say, The Lord is my portion,
saith my soul, therefore will I hope in him.
(Lamentations iii. 24.) He gave himself to me in
covenant; (Jeremiah xxxii. 38—40.) he is mine by.
virtue of my union to Christ, (John xx. 17.) with
whom I am a joint-heir; and therefore cannot
pe disinherited!

No, believer, though you may be poor in this
world, you are chosen of God, RICH IN FAITH,
and an heir of the kingdom which he hath pro-
mised to them that love him. (James ii. 5.) Itis
impossible for you to be disinherited, for who
shall separate you jfrom Christ? And having
him, you possess all things. HWhether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death,
or things present, or things to come; all are
your’s, and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God's,
1 Corinthians iii. 22, 23.

What are the boasted riches and grandeur of
the worldling, when compared with your'sr They
will not admit of any comparison, kings and em-
perors, who are not blessed with faith in Christ,
when once compared with you, must sink into
contemptible meanness, languishing poverty, un-
€nviable misery, and extreme wretchedness; in
the eyes of all; who can behold the unsearchable
Tiches of Chyist!
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In vain they boast their little stores,
Trifles are their's, 2 kingdom yowr’s. S¥EELE.

Seventh, as our text expresses it, the believer
fives by his faith. He is dead to the law, to
the world, and to sin; and is looking unto Jesus,
the fountain of everlasting life. (Galatians ii. 20.)
I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life
whick I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him-
self for me. Christ is his daily bread. 1 am the
living bread which cometh down from heaven : if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever;
for my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed. (John vi. 51—55.) The broken body of
a crucified Christ, and his precious streaming
blood, which cleanses from all sin, keeps his soul
alive to God, preserves him from all slavish fear,
fills him with courage and boldness, inspires him
with a lively hope, feeds a sacred flame of affec-
tion to God, keeps up a serene and heavenly
frame of mind, maintains a lasting peace in his
conscience, and fills him with unutterable joy!
As an inspired writer beautifully expresses it
Whom having not seen ye love ; in whom, though
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
Joy unspeakable and full of glory : (1 Peter i. 8.)
He not only feeds upon Christ, but he hves in
him. I am the vine, ye are the branches : he that
abideth in me, and Iin him. the same bringeth
Jorth much fruit; for without me ye can do
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pothing. (John xv. 5.) As the branches receive
sap and nourishment from the vine, so the be-
liever derives spiritual life from Christ, by which
he grows in grace, and flourishes in the courts
of our God. (Psalm xcii. 18.) Christ s the living
head, and he a member of his mystical body!

Christ is also the %eart of his people; foras the
blood flows from the heart, through various arteries,
and diffuses life into all the members of the body,
returning back again by the same canals inverted,
and thus by its continual cireulation, supports that
life which it gives ; so the precious blood of Christ
flows freely, as a life-giving balm, delivering his
church from spiritual and eternal death; filling
believers with an heavenly animation, by which
they live unto the Lord.

The christian then, observe, lives #n Christ, and
continually derives life from him, as a member of
his body. And, that life which he receives from
Christ returns to him; so that he not only lives
upon Christ, and sn Christ, but also 70 Christ;
enjoying fellowship and communion with him, and
living to the glory of his name! Knowing that
whether in life or death, Christ is his, and he is
blessed. (Philippians i. 21.) For 10 me, to live
is Christ, and to die is gain.

We come now to consider,

I1. Some of the properties of Faith.
Nn
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O! that we may know by happy experience it
blessed effects! And then shall we be familiarly
acquainted with its glorious properties.

To speak then of the properties of faith; ob-
serve, First, Itis unfeigned. This is what Payj
so much admires in young Timothy : 2 Timothy
i. 5. When I call to remembrance the unfeigned
Jaith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and
1 am persuaded that in thee also. Not that we
are to infer from this, that faith is hereditary, and
therefore this ennobling quality was received by
descent, or communicated to him by his mother.
If so, the Oriental nations, by all probability,
would, by this time, have been well stocked with
Christians ; for though the primitive believers
themselves have been long since extinct by death,
their natural progeny must be very considerable;
but the degenerated, and unbelieving state of
those nations is a convincing proof, if we had no
other, that those who believe on the name of
Christ, are born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
(John i. 13.)

My dear young hearers! You that are under
the instruction and care of affectionate parents,
who know the Lord, be assured you must have
far superior teaching to their’s, before you are
Christians indeed. You may, by their example
and advice, become Dissenters; for a Dissenter
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may make a Dissenter, but, none but the eternal
Spirit can make a real Christian, and give you
that faith which is unfeigned; and which distin-
guishes the believer from all the formal and hy-
pocritical professors in the world. Whatever
outward garb of religion #hey may put on, being
unrenewed in the image of their minds, their faith
is but feigned, which renders them odious and
detestable to him, who searches the heart.
Their lifted eyes salute the skies,
Their bended knees the ground ;
But God abhors the sacrifice,
Where not the heart is found. Warrs.

They draw nigh unto the Lord with their mouths,
and honour him with their lips, but their hearts
are far from him. Al their works they do to be
seen of men. 'Their religion consists in the per-
formance of such external duties as are more
visible in the eyes of men; but ignorant of Christ,
and dead in sin, they have no mental and pri-
vate communion with the Lord: and, conse-
quently, are feeding upon their duties, while the
Christian hungers for the bread of life. What
will such profession avail in the sad hour of
death! The hypocrite’s hope shall perish, whose
kope shall be cut offy and whose trust shall be a
Spider’s web. Job viii. 13, 14.

Not so the child of God: With what fervency
he breathes out his desires to the Lord ! He asks in
Unfeigned faith, nothing wavering ; (James i. 6.)
d cometh, to God, believing that he is, and that
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he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him,
(Hebrews xi. 6.) He pleads the promised bles.
sing: Lord! I will not let thee go, except thoy
bless me. (Genesis xxxil. 26.) O! the sweet com.
munion he enjoys with his God, which no morta]
creature is privy to.but himself!

He looks with unfeigned affection to Jesus
Christ; and calls him as a witness of the reality
of his love: Lord ! thowu knowest all things, thoy
knowest that 1 love thee. (John xxi. 17.) Or, if
jealous of his deceitful heart, he cries, Search
me, O God! and know my heart : try me, and
know sy thoughts : and see if there be any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way cverlasting.
Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24.

But, as I have already taken up too much time,
must hasten to a conclusion ; and, therefore, can
only just mention two or three more of the most
conspicuous, and shining gualities of faith. And,
it 1s,

Second, an holy faith; which has #he Holy Ont
of Israel for its author and finisher : its doctrine?
are holy, and according to Godliness ; (1 Timothy
vi. 8.) and have an holy influence over the be
liever’s heart and conduct,

It is the only koly faith, or if any other should
claim any kind of holiness (but, for my part,
know of no other holiness,) still the faith of God
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elect has the ascendency, and can boast of a
superior holiness; for it is the most holy faith.
(Jude xx.) But ye, beloved, builuing up your~
selves on your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Ghost. Most holy. Holy in the greatest
degree; coming immediately from Christ, and
looking to him, as its most holy object, and insu-
perable delight!

Thirdly, it is tried faith! Tried in the furnace
of affliction, by the eternal God himseli—¢ried by
the fiery temptations of Satan—iried by a perse-
cuting world—t¢ried by inward sin.—DBut genuine
faith will stand the trial, and become,

In the Fourth place, wictorious faith, which
gains a complete victory over the world, the flesh,
and the devil-——yea, more, it is victorious over
death himself, the last of enemies! Faith points to
death’s great conqueror, and when the Christian
has a view of the risen Jesus, Death appears no
longer in his frightful forms; but, on the contrary,
has an angelic appearance! Yea, even in his
cold embraces, the believer shall join the apostolic
triumph—O Death! whereis thy sting? O Grave!
where is thy victory?

Knowing the reality of this, I cannot conclude
without saying, thatit is,

In the last place, precious faith; (2 Peter i. 1.)
which lives, and leans upon a precious Jesus, and
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relies upon the exceeding precious promises of
God in Him—is precious in life—precious in
death—Dbut, here it ceases ;—swallowed up in sight—
when the believer, in full possession of all that faith
caused him to hope for, joins the everlasting song
of angels, and glorified spirits, in ascribing al}
glory to God and the Lamb'!
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MATTHEW xvi. 19.

“ AND I WILL GIVE UNTO THEE THE KEYS OF THE KING-
DOM OF HEAVEN ; AND WHATSOEVER THOU SHALT BIND
ON EARTH, SHALL BE BOUND IN HEAVEN; AND WHAT+
SOEVER THOU SHALT LOOSE ON EARTH, SHALL BE LOOSED
IN HEAVEN.”

THE language of our ever adorable Redeemer,
is, at all times, and upon all occasions, worthy of
the strictest attention; inasmuch as it is the lan-
guage, not of a man, nor of an angel, but of that
eternal Jehovah, by whom we live, move, and
have our being! But more especially does it de-
mand our attention, and engages all the powers
of our souls, when, wit: the Omnipotent arm of
his Salvation, he holds forth the sceptre of free
bardon, and, with the heart-melting voice of eter-
nal love, proclaims himself the God of grace;
and reveals his deteriuination, to carry nto glo-
Tious effect, the gracicus purpose of his unalterable
Will, in the salvation oi that Church, which he has
burchased with his owa blood !
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This declaration of Christ the more im periously
demands attention and investigation, as it has,
ever since the rise of Papacy, been most igno-
rantly employed by that antichristian church, to
defend, end prove the supremacy and infallibility
of the Pope; and his power, either to lock or un-
lock heaven, at his pleasure; and to save, or con-
demn, eternally, the souls of men, as he may be
disposed ! Indeed, this scripture has been muost
wickedly, or ignorantly employed, by the advo-
cates of priestcraft and superstition, of every de-
scription, in all ages of the New Testament church,
for the worst of purposes; to give that power to
man, which belongs only to the Lord!

That the Lord gave the keys of the kingdom of
heaven to Peter, canrrot be denied; but that he
gives the very same keys to all his ministers, and,
in certain instances, to all his people, is equally as
plain and proveable, from every part of the Sacred
Records, as well as manifested in the experience
of all, who are born of the Spirit.

In order to elucidate this beautiful language of
Christ, to Peter, and to refute the preposterous,
ludicrous, and irrational doctrine of the Pope’s
supremacy and infallibility, we must take the
whole of the conversation in connexion with our
text; in which Peter is asked for a confession of
his faith, or his opinion of Jesus: to which he
immediately replies, as influenced by the Eternal
Spirit, ¢ Thou art Christ, the Sen of God!”



KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 297
In reply to this noble confession, Jesus pro-
nounces him blessed ; and assures him, that such a
confession could not have been made, such know-
Jedge could not have been attained, but by imme-
Jiate communication and revelation from heaven.
« Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee; but my Fa-
ther, which is in heaven.” (ver. 17.)

Here he calls him Simon Bar-jona, his old, ori-
ginal name: but farther to instruct, and comfort
him in the great concerns of salvation, he immedi-
ately calls him by the new name, which Christ
himself had given him—a Stone : as recorded in
John i. 42.  “ When Jesus beheld him, he said,
Thou art Simon, the son of Jona ; thou shalt be
called Cephas;” which is, by interpretation, a Stone

(or Peter.)

John, here, evidently says, our Lord gave Simon
the new name of Cephas, or Kephas, a Caldee or
Syriac word, which, when translated into Greek,
is a Stone, or Peter.

The very same word, used by Christ, in our
context, is used by the apostle in the interpreta-
tion, or translation of the name Cephas.

 2v xibnon Knoas o gpumvevelas Terpos.  (John

1.43.) ¢ Thou shalt be called Kephas,” which is,

by interpretation, Petros, or Peter, or, according
0o
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to our translation, a Stone. Then it follows, allow.
edly, that if Petros is rendered Stone in one text,
it may in another ; and, consequently, I consider
this continuation of our blessed Redeemer’s ad.
dress to Peter, to be this;

“ 1, moreover, inform thee, that thou arta stone,
in the magnificeut fabric which I am about to erect;
and on this Rock (i. e. Christ), on which your faith
is founded, will I build my whole church, and so
securely, that hell, with all its rage, shall never be
able to destroy it!”

Peter had confessed that Jesus was Christ, the
Son of the living God; who is the rock on which
his church is built; and, upon such a confession,
Christ informs him that he is a stone, founded upon
that rock. * For other foundation can no man lay
than that which is laid, which is Christ.” It is said
of the Israelites, * They drank of thatspiritual rock
which followed them, and that rock was Christ.”
(1 Cor. x.4.)

“God is arock, his work is perfect,” (Deutero-
nomy iv. 82), and, no other rock, no other founda-
tion, will ever be acknowledged, by the regenerate
soul ; who is taught to sing with David, “The Lord
is my rock and my fortress, and my deliverer, my
God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buck-
ler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high
tower.” (Psalm xviil. 2.) While standing on this
immoveable rock, with defiance to the gates of hell
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to harm us, we would boldly ask the Roman Ca-
tholics, and all the enemies of Christ—we would
ask them in a tone of triumph, peculiar to faith—
we would ask them, in the very language of inspir-
ation, “ Who is God, save the Lord? or, who is a
ROCK, save our God.” (Psalm xviii, 81.)

On this rock Jesus resolves to build his church:
and let it be particularly noticed, that he isresolved
to build it Zimself —I will build—~Tt is his grand
prerogative to redeem with his own blood, and
make his Redeemed willing to return to Sion !

My church—His own people, his complete
body, his elect. “ Christ is the head of the church,
and he is the Saviour of the body.” (Ephesians
v. 23; Colossians i. 2—4.) All the redeemed,
throughout all nations, and at all periods, are in-
tended by the church. Hence it is said, ““Christ
loved the chureh, and gave himself for it.” (Ephe-
stans v. 25.) He first loved, which is a proof that
he knew for whom he died, and then gave himself
for it; not for the world at large, but for it (the
church), which is also an undeniable evidence,
that he has a right to his people, and shall see
them all seated round his eternal throne of glory!
Itis composed of men called by Divine grace, in
Consequence of their election, and redemption, to
worship God in spirit and in truth; and on account
of their immaculate holiness, and undiminished
Completeness in Christ, are denominated “a glori-
Ous church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
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such thing—nholy, and withoutblemish.” (Ephesiansg
v. 27.) “ The church of the first-born, which are
written in heaven.” (Ilebrews xii. 25.)

Peter is most agreeably informed, and the same
divine information is given to every true believer,
that he is a stone in this gloriously complete build-
ing, which laid in the quarry of everlasting love,
from all eternity; there known, and infinitely dear
to the Lord. In due time taken out of nature’s
quarry, by the power of the Comforter, and brought
home to the church: where such a “ lively stone”
is hewn fit for its proper, and appointed situation,
in the building; when every thing uneven, unfit,
and that would prevent its union, and compactness
with the other stones, is cut off: such as self-righte-
ousness, self-confidence, fleshly and pretended ho-
liness ; that Christ alone may be honoured and glo-
rified, as the wisdom, righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation of such a regenerated soul—A polished
stone, as wasPeter, ornamented with light, life,love,
and all the graces of the Spirit, most brilliantly to
reflect the great Redeemer’s praise and glory !—
A precious stone—a costly jewel, bought with no
less a price than the blood of Christ, and everlast-
ingly invaluable in his esteem !

In the text, Peter has the promise of a gift of
no inconsiderable value: nothing less than the
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; and these, 1
will contend, are given to all the ministers of
Christ; and, in a certain glorious sense, to all
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who are so highly favoured, as to be called to a
knowledge of their own personal interest in
Christ.

We must, then, enquire, what kingdom is here
intended. And I am well assured, that not the
shadow of an evidence can be found, to prove
that it is the kingdom of eternal glory. Jesus
himself keeps those keys, and will never ad-
mit any there, but those for whom it was pre-
pared, from the foundation of the world. (Mat-
thew xxv. 34.)

Neither has any but our Redeemer, power to
cast a soul into hell. “ I am (saith Christ) he that
liveth, and was dead, and behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death.” (Revelations i. 18.) On this account,
we have no occasion to fear the frowns, or curses
of Rome, or of any priest whatever. It is God
that justifies, Who is he that condemneth? Nor
the rage of devils; they act only by Christ’s per-
mission, for the benefit of the church; and he can
lock them up, and restrain their fury at his plea-
sure!

Neither have angel, or man, or any short
of Christ, the keys of admission into the glo-
rous liberty of the Gospel, and the enjoyment of
New covenant blessings. For thus saith the Lord,
“ The key of the Louse of David will I lay upon
Lis shoulder, so he shall open, and none shall shut,
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and he shall shut, and none shall open.” (Isaial
xxii. 22.) When he shutteth up the soul in dark-
ness and distress, there is no opening till he is
pleased to bring the prisoner out of prison, and
say to the captive, “ Go free,” No man (saith he)
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” But, by the
Kingdom of Heaven, here, we are, evidently, to
understand the Gospel dispensation, and, by the
Keys, that knowledge of those Gospel mysteries,
which have been hidden from ages and genera-
tions, but are now revealed, and made manifest to
the saints in Christ. “ Which glorious kingdom isnot
of this world” (John xviii. 36.) That is, not sup-
ported, nor carried on, by worldly sagacity, poli-
ty, and power—not requiring an arm of flesh to
uphold it, nor sword, nor cruel inquisition, to
defend it! But is supported by a supernatural
agency, in the hearts of men. The kingdom of
God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (Romans
xiv. 17.) It does not consist in grimace, formality,
outward pomposity, and vain parade; but is spi-
ritual, internal, and hidden from those who are
lost. (2 Corinthians iv. 8.)

The subjects of this kingdom are spiritual men,
who have seen a precious Christ, the King in his
beauty. And this King of glory, seated on his holy
hill of Sion, qualifies, and sends forth ministers,
who have the Keys of the mysteries of truth, to
unlock, open, and explain them, to the edification
of Christ’s mystical body. Christ, in another place,
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speaks of the key of knowledge: “ Woe unto you,
lawyers,” saith he, “for ye have taken away the
key of knowledge;” that is, they darkened counsel
by words, by expositions, and false glosses : which
is now most awfully the case, with many who are
BLIND GUIDEs, that neither enter the kingdom
themselves, nor suffer others, who are enter-
ing, to go in. Though those who are entering,
have keen appetites for the * bread of life”—for
a complete Christ, and a complete salvation by
him; those blind guides represent it, as poison,
and intimidate their trembling and timid minds!
But, sooner or later, the Lord will deliver them
from such deceivers, and bless them with the keys
of the experimental knowledge of himself; and
then shall they go in and out, and find pasture.

The Lord, the Spirit, qualifies, and sends forth
his ministers, to preach the everlasting Gospel, for
the calling home of his redeemed, and for the edi-
fication of his church: for the accomplishment of
which, he gives them,

First, the xey of experimental godliness, by
which they unlock, open, and explain, the sacred
Scriptures. Man’s sinful deformity; the law’s pu-
rity, and extensiveness; the incapability of man
to obey the law, and perform any thing that is
truly good ; the enmity of the human heart to God;
the stubbornness of the will; the alienation of the
affections from God; the necessity, and power, of
a spiritual birth, or the regenerating work of the
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Spirit; the preciousness of Christ, in his blood
and righteousness, to the regenerated soul; the
everlasting love of a covenant God, and Father, in
Christ Jesus, 1o his own elected family; cannot be
known, cordially embraced, and affectionately en-
joyed, till powerfully experienced, as the soul is
led into them. by the secret, and insuperable teach-
ing of the Holy Comforter. As well might the il-
literate clown lecture upon the most abstruse parts
of science, and philosopﬁy, as any man, however
learned, preach the Gospel, till he knows that glo-
rious Gospel, in its power and preciousness, by
heartfelt experience, for himself. Experience of
the life, and power of godliness, is the only Ky
to the Scriptures: and it is the prerogative of
Christ, to give that XEY to whomsoever he pleases.
~— How shall they preach, except they be sent:”
The Lord opens unto them the Scriptures, by giv-
ing them to feel, in their own souls, the truth,
reality, and preciousness of their contents! Where
is the possibility of knowing the condemning power
of the law, but by feeling its tremendous sentence,
pronounced in our own souls? And how shall we
proclaim deliverance from it, by a precious Jesus,
who is the end of it, and who completely fulfilled
it, for his people, except we have felt, and enjoyed
that deliverance ourselves? I would appeal even to
comnmon sense, in defence of this position, and ask,
Where is the possibility of a man’s defining, and
describing that which he neversaw, and of which, he
never even heard ? A XEY to the Scriptures is given
tothe ministers of Christ: and that KEY is SUPER-
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NATURAL UNDERSTANDING. Jesus comes with
the KEY of redeeming love, and unlocks, and
opens the heart. He opened the heart of Lydia,
that she might attentively hear, understand, and
cordially embrace, the things spoken by Pavr;
and he opened the understanding of his disciples,
that they might understand the scriptures : who,
with a joy peculiar to the sensations of celestial
love, rapturously said, one to another, ““ Did not
our heart burn within us, while he walked with
us by the way, and while he opened to us the
scriptures”  (Luke xxiv. 32.) In like manner
does he send the Holy Comforter into the hearts
of all his ministers, and people, to reveal the
great and precious concerns of our salvation, and
to furnish, and influence with experience, know-
ledge, love, and zeal, all that he employs, and
intends to make useful, in the great work of the
pure evangelic ministry. And thus,

Secondly, he gives us a KEY to your experi-
ence. We are acquainted with the exercises of
your minds, however painful, or however plea-
surable. Having been arrested, apprehended,
tried at the bar of divine justice, found guilty,
had the sentence of death pronounced upon us,
Inprisoned in dark unbelief, and distress of soul,
shin by the law, and killed by the Lord himself,
o all hopes of salvation, but by Jesus alone!
and, as he never killeth but to make alive, we
have felt, and known, and do now, with a lively

Pp
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gratitude to the Lord, remember, the pardoning
love, and free justification, so conspicuously mg.
nifested in our enlargement from the prison-house,
cut of which we were brought, by the blood of
the everlasting covenant: when we went on oyy
way rejoicing, with joy unspeakable, and full of
glory. We have thus a xEv given us, by the
precious Jesus, to all your distresses, troubles,
conflicts with enemies, temptations, sinful beset
ments, and painful exercises of mind; as well ag
to your pleasurable experience of joy and peace,
life, and liberty, in Christ Jesus. And thus we
have, evidently, given us, by our gracious Lord,
a KEY to open that kingdom of heaven, which is
within you; and which is not meat and drink,
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost. (Romans xiv. 17.)

But the Lord must give us ability to turn the
KEY to any good purpose: and then, he himself
must oil the wards of the lock ; that is, visit your
hearts with the oil of his divine grace, or our
every attempt to unlock the things of the Spirit
to you, will prove ineffectual, fruitless, and abor-
tive,

Third. That precious object of our Faith, the
Gilorions Redeemer, revealed in our souls, and
formed in us the hope of glory, is a most delight
ful xEv to unlock, and open all the prophecies of
the Old Testament, and all the types and shadows
of the ceremonial law. The time of his coming
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pis birth, his ministry, his poverty, his tempta-
gions, his death, and the consequent atonement
made for all the sins of all his people, form a
<EY so exactly fitted to the wards of the lock of
the law and the prophets, that when the Lord is
pleased to put that KEY into the hand of faith,
the lock is turned with the greatest ease; and we
find, as we open it, to our inexpressible satisfac-
tion, that the Old Testament is fuil of Christ!
and that he is the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world!

Fourth. By leaving us to the buffetings of hell,
the plague of sin, and the painful operations of
self-righteous pride, and legality, our blessed Jesus
gives us a KEY, that exactly fits those dreadful
prison locks, by which many of God’s children
are confined in bondage, and kept from the enjoy-
ment of the Lord.

We are not ignorant of Satan’s devices, in sug-
gesting, some times, the impossibility of God’s
loving such a vary depraved, polluted, and un-
worthy sinner; and at another time, that you
ought to make yourself better, that by such an
holy preparation, you may meet with reception
at the Gracious Throne. Neither are God’s mi-
n?Stel‘s strangers to sin’s plague, and the imperious
Nsing of inward impurities. Nor of that Armin-
‘an pride, which keeps you from venturing your
all on Christ, and from looking entirely out of
Yourselves, to him alone, for righteousness,
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strength, and complete and everlasting salvatioy,
By these trying exercises of soul, the Lord fyy.
nishes his ministers with a ey, by which, iy
strumentally, they unlock the prison-door, for the
liberation of those, who have known Gospel };.
berty, but are in bondage to corruption, and up.
belief : for, saith the apostle, * The Lord com.
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be
able to comfort them which are in any trouble,
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are com.
forted of God.” (2 Corinthians i. 4.)

The Lord gives his ministers comfort in all their
tribulations, by fresh displays, and fresh views,
of the_freeness, sovereignty, and eternity of grace,
in Christ, by which, all the people of God, are
everlastingly safe and saved : that by comfort
flowing from such a delightful, and never-failing
source, they may undo the heavy burdensg, and
let the oppressed go free!

Herein we see the wisdom of God displayed in
all the temptations, and trials of his ministers:
He affticts with a design to comfort, and comforts
them, that they, as instruments in his hand, may
comfort, and console his afflicted people. Thus
we are taught to tell you, the source of your dis
tresses, the gracious, and wise design of the
Tord, in such afflietive dispensations, and the end
they will, most assuredly, answer. That they ar®
designed as a furnace to purge away the dros?
and tin of your self-righteousness; to make you
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jnfinitely more sick of yourself, and more in love
with the altogether lovely Jesus, and feelingly
dependant upon his all sufficient grace.

Tifth. The xEY of spiritual enjoyment is given
to God’s ministers, that they may glory in the
riches of free grace, and be instrumental in wn-
locking that spiritual kingdom, where celestial
consolation, and permanent peace abound, to the
believing soul. At the entrance of which are the
gates of righteousness. ¢ Open to me, saith the
Psalmist, the gates of righteousness; I will go
into them, and I will praise the Lord.” It is
within these gates, where redeemed souls praise,
and enjoy Christ! A believing view of the righ-
teousness of Christ, gives such unspeakable plea-
sure, that nothing can hold that soul in captivity,
who is so divinely favoured.

And though we cannot open themn to others,
we are directed to turn the key of our own ex-
perience, and to tell of the perfect, and eternally
justifying righteousness of Christ: and while we
speak, the Lord is pleased to apply it with power,
and render the preaching of righteousnesss, a bles-
sing, in the deliverance of the captive from legal
chains ! Thus furnished with those important
KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, God’s own
ministers are led by his Divine Providence, held
in his hand, and graciously made instruments,
in unlocking the various gates, doors, chains, and
bonds, by which the redeemed are held in bond-
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age, deprived of consolation, and kept from free,
and giorious access to a covenant Father.

While the church of Rome vainly boasts of the
Pope’s infailibility, and superstitiously considers
him Christ’s vicar, and Peter’s successor, on earth,
who has power to pardon or condemn; the chil-
dren of the Lord feel the Gospel to be the power
of God unto salvation, and with pleasure acknow-
ledge that his ministers are blessed with the
Kevs, by which Gospel mysteries are opened,
their chains unlocked, and their captive souls
brought into liberty. But they consider them
only as INSTRUMENTS in the HoLy CoMFORTER’S
hand: and, consequently, ascribe all the glory
of their liberty, consolation, and salvation, en-
tirely to the Lord! And while the love of Christ
most efficaciously constrains his ministers, to speak
the things which become sound doctrine, it also
most sweetly impels them, on the very summit
of their most extensive usefulness, to ascribe all
that they are, as christians and ministers, and all
that they do for the benefit of the church, en-
tirely, and unreservedly, to free grace! ‘ Unto
me, saith the apostle, who am less than the least
of all saints, is this grace given, that I should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ!” (Ephesians iii. 8.) “ I have preached
the Gospel in demonstration of the Spirit, and
with power; but this is of grace : and that grace
was not obtained by study, or philosophic re
search; mnor purchased by my good works, or
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duties, (for then would it cease to be grace,)
put it was given, freely and unmeritedly. Jesus
hath given me this grace: he hath, as if he had said,
given me the keys of knowledge, and experience ;
and enables me to unlock, and open to you, the
unsearchable riches of Christ. I cannot preach
without him; for my sufficiency is of God: and
then he must apply his own truth to your souls,
or my preaching will be abortive.”

With what holy indignation against self, and
fiery zeal for the Redeemer’s glory, did he ad-
dress the Corinthians, when they entered into con-
tentions for their favourite ministers, and erro-
neously exalted, and ascribed unto them, that
power which belongs alone unto the Lord! How
pointed and powerful are his interrogations?
“ Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but mi
visters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every manr’ I have planted, Apollos
watered ; but God gave the increase. (1 Corin-
thians iii. 5.)

Have we not many professors, i this day of
abounding error, who contend more tenaciously
for their favourite ministers, than for the truth?
Have we not many who are so amazingly priest-
ridden, as to contend zealously for men, who,
under the garb of pretended fleshly sanuctity, are
the public, and avowed enemies to salvation by
8rate; and the persecutors, and professed op-
Ponents, of all who contend earnestly for the faith,
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once delivered to the saints? And have we not
other professors, that, we have reason to believe,
know and hear the truth, who talk more of the
man, than his master ; more of the minister, than
the truth that he delivers : considering him as an
oracle almost infallible? Whenever this is the
case, I am authorized, by the third chapter of
the first Corinthians, to tell them, that they are,
in that instance, carnal, and walk and talk as
men: not as christians, whose eyes of faith and
adoration are fixed on Christ alone, the only in-
fallible head of his blood-bought church!

My dear Sirs! may the Lord teach you, not to
think more highly of men than you ought to think;
but to think soberly. Not to be intoxicated with
the admiration of men’s persons, or talents—but
while you account every minister of Christ, wor-
thy of double honour, and esteem them highly in
love for their work’s sake, and do every thing in
your power to strengthen their hands, in such
important employ, think them still but men of
like passions with vourselves, whose sufficiency is
alone of the Lord,

« Ah! spare your ¢dol, think him human still,
Charms he may have, but he bas frailties too:
Doat not too much, nor spoil what ye admire?”  Couper.
Having scripturahy proved, that all the minis-
ters of Christ, divinely qualified, and sent forth
by himself, are furnished with “ The Keys of tk¢
Kingdom of Heaver” 1 shall proceed to notice,
wmare particularly, the use of these feys, according
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to the annexed promise: ““ /¥ hatsoever thou shalt
pind on earth, shall be bound in heaven ; and what-
soever thou shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed in
heaven.”

In the elucidation of this, it will be necessary
to keep in recollection the important truth for
which I have been contending: that ministers
are instruments, and but instruments, in liberat-
ing imprisoned souls, and opening the kingdom of
heaven, or the mysteries of the everlasting Gos-
pel. It is God who giveth the increase : to whom,
alone, belong the kingdom, power, and glory,
for ever and ever!

Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth—The Lord
has promised to bring his people into the bond of the
covenant. (Ezekiel xx. 87.) Not but they were in
the covenant, and securely bound up in Christ,
from everlasting; but there is a glorious period
with them all, when they are brought to a know-
ledge of it: which knowledge is generally com-
municated through the medium of the Gospel
ministry,

The Lord gives the man his message, and sends
him to preach to poor, sensible, self-condemned
Slaners ; who labour under distress of soul, unbe-
lief, and a thousand doubts and fears, concerning
their interest in Christ. While he describes their
Sate, proclaims the freeness of Divine pardon,

Qq
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and the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of
Christ, the Holy Comforter attends it with such
an invincible and unctuous power, that the sinner
is brought to Christ; into the bond of the cove-
nant; into Sion: and, by the spirit of adoption,
loses his slavish fears, and confidently cries 4bbq,
Father. By these keys, a minister of the Spirit,
ministerially, and instrumentally, locks up, most
comfortably and securely, every elect vessel, to
whom his ministry is blessed, by the testimony he
bears to divine truth; which has, in the liber-
ated soul, the confirmation and broad seal of hea-
ven! Sorrow is turned into joy; doubts and fears,
to blessed assurance ; and the sinner is bound, that
is, confirmed, established, and built up in everlast-
ing love: and feels so securely locked up in the
covenant of grace, with Christ, that he can testify,
the Gospel came not in word only, but also in
power to his soul, in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance. (1 Thessalonians i. 5.) While the mi-
nister rightly divides the Word of Truth, turns the
key of experimental godliness, contends earnestly
for the faith, and bears testimony to the truth, as
itis in Jesus, the sinner, blessed under his ministry,
can say, ¢ What the man delivers is the truth! I
feel it! "Tis my own experience, and precious t0
my soul! I rejoice to find myself eternally bound
up in the heart of that Jesus, whom he preaches,
and in whose hand he has been instrumental, if
binding my soul in love to the truth!”

Through ministerial instrumentality, our blessed
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Jesus thus dinds up the broken-hearted, proclaims
Jiberty to the captive, and opens the prison to them
that are bound. (Isaiah Ixi. 1.) In giving his mi-
nisters their great commission, he gives them this
command, “ Bind up the testimony, seal the law
amongst my disciples,” (Isaiah viii. 6.)

The advocates of free-will, and human merit,
“ Bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne,
and lay them on men’s shoulders ; but they them-
selves will not move them with one of their fingers.”
(Matthew xxiii. 4.) But the advocates of free
grace bind up the testimony of the Lord against
them, to the ¢riumphant deliverance of those, who
were led captive by them in their self-righteous
chains!

Thus, as instruments-in the Divine Comforter’s
hand, they bind up the wounds of God’s sfflicted
ones; whose souls become bound to Jesus, in the
most unfeigned affection and supremest delight:
rejoicing in the bond of the everlasting covenant!
And whatsoever a minister of the Gospel thus
binds on earth, is bound in heaven; because it is,
in every respect, consonant with the divine will—
For, observe particularly, that it is only an execu-
tion of what Jesus determined before to be done.
Whatsoever thou sua LT bind. Here is God’s sHALL
~—and, therefore, being executed according to his
Purpose, and by the power of his grace, it must
Ineet his approbation, and be infinitely delightful
In his sight: and thus it is bound, confirmed, and
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approved of, in heaven. ¢ There are Three that
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Ghost: and these Three are One.
(1 John v. 7.)

Three, that bear record, in the economy of the
covenant, to all that love, and grace, and to all the
exceeding great and precious promises, in which
the liberated soul rejoices, and by which the Lord
is bound to save him, with an everlasting sal-
vation !

O, ye highly-favoured saints of the Most High!
Lift up your heads with joy, and give all glory to
the God of your salvation! That which is con-
firmed in your experience, on earth, is bound, con-
firmed, and settled, in the courts above! He, who
has called you by his grace, pardoned your
sins, and sealed you for his own, is bound, by oath,
and absolute promise, to take you to glory: so
¢ that by two immutable things, in which it is im-
possible for God to lie, we have a strong consola-
tion, who have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon
the hope set before us.” (Hebrews vi. 18.)

And whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, shall
be loosed in heaven. By the preaching of Christ,
in his incarnation, atonement, righteousness, and
all his mediatorial glory, captive souls are loosed
from the power of Satan, the condemnation of the
law, the charge, and dominion of sin, and, freely
justified from all things, appear holy, and without
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plame before the Lord, in love! This also is done
in heaven: in the very heart of Him who knows
no variation, nor the shadow of a turn! "Tis re-
corded in the heavens, on the heart of everlasting
love, and cannot be revolted !

The total sum of the textis this, That whatsoever
is done on earth, by the instrumentality of his mi-
pisters, or in his people, by his Spirit, is done in
heaven ; inasmuch as it is God’s own work, and,
therefore, done in %is heart, for them, as well as in
their hearts, by his Almighty power! And the sal-
vation of his people being the execution of the
purpose of his heart, by his own efficacious grace,
it follows, unavoidably, that they cannot possibly
fail of eternal glory : for what God does shall stand
for ever! Give him all the glory! To him be glory
for ever!





