LETTERS

On varwous Subjects.

LETTER L

1o the Church of Christ who assemble in Ebenezer
Chapel, Leicester.

London, May 6, 1804.

DEAR FRIENDS IN THE TRUTH,

HE immortal mind of man is constituted of

such capacious powers, as to render earthly
objects incapable of satisfying its insatiate thirst
for solid enjoyment. Ina natural and unrenewed
state it continually pursues, without ever obtain-
ing the object of its pursuit, Happiness. For
through the influence of that carnality and enmity
to God, which fallen man 1is the natural subject
of, he seeks happiness in those objects which are,
in their very nature, calculated only to pierce his
soul through with the keenest pain. And though
he meets with perpetual disappointments, his
mind, devoid of contentment, is ever on the wing,
if possible, to reach that summit, which has to the
present, proved insurmountable to its various
attempts.
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Happy, inexpressibly happy, the man whose
eyes are opened to see his depravity; who feels
his natural wretchedness; and whose heart,
touched by the finger of divine grace, thirsts for
God, weeps after Christ, and, finds the eternal
God a sweet refuge, and the everlasting arms of
love and mercy, affording that sweet solace of
soul, and that indescribably delightful peace,
which nothing terrestrial can ever interrupt!

The enjoyment of God, as having loved, still
loving, and for ever loving my soul, is with me
the summit of mental happiness, and I believe
even of the joys of heaven! And I am more than
ever convinced, that the Lord is not confined to
the outward ordinances of his house, in adminis-
tering strength and consolation to the weary and
dejected mind.

Notwithstanding, my dear brethren, I know.
the value and preciousness of public worship and
ordinances—I know their value and preciousness
in a two-fold sense; first, from the sweet enjoy-
ment of them, in past seascns, and secondly, at
this very time, by the distressing deprivation of
them. It affords me a peculiar joy at this gloomy
time, to recollect the sweet times I experienced at
Leicester, in asscmbling with you, to besiege a
throne of grace with united hearts, and to mingle
souls in the defence, and sweet enjoyment, of pre-
cious truth—the truth as it is in Jesus. There
God was pleased to reveal himself, and was en-
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joyed to our mutual comfort, and individual re-
freshment !

But, O what sadness mingles with my joy, that
I cannot meet with you at this time! Yet, though
at a distance, I am persuaded we are one in the
sweet bonds of gospel truth and love. DButasI
have not an opportunity to address you verbally,
I would make the pen the velicle of that truth,
which I would, as an instrument in the divine
hand, communicate for your spiritual comfort,
and which I earnestly wish to defend among you.
I must first tell you something of my own expe-
rience. I have felt, since I came here great bar-
renness of soul, till Friday evening last, when I
was very powerfully affected, and my stony heart
melted down at a view of the amazing esteem and
regard that the God of grace has for me, and the
pleasure he takes in me; even in me! That
sweet, that inexpressibly sweet sciipture, afforded
me unbounded consolation: The eternal God is
thy refuge, and underncath are the everlasting
arms : Deut. xxxiii. 27. My views of the pas-
sage were something like these :

The eternal God—the God of grace, love,
mercy, &c. to whom I am brought near by the
blood of Christ, and who has repeatedly taken
me in the arms of divine forgiveness, to bring
my wandering soul back to himself—this God is
my God for ever and ever! The efernal—eter-
nal in his love, power, decrees, &c. who cannot
change, for he is the eze~nal God ; and this eternal
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God is my refuge—a refuge for the guilty, un-
worthy, and those pursued by powerful and ter-
rible foes; for the weak, feeble, cast down, per-
secuted—and this glorious, never failing, and im-
pregnable refuge, is mine, and beneath me—I]
who am tempted of the devil, persecuted, and
severely afflicted—still beneath me are the arms
of everlasting power, love, mercy, and consolation!
What then have I to fear? Bless the Lord, O my
soul—How mercifully have I been preserved !—
O what a debtor to mercy'—How often, when
less exposed to moral evils than I now am, have
1 been captivated thereby ; and what would be my
miserable state now, if given up to what I feel
lurking within me! I never felta greater necessity
of crying with the Psalmist, Psalm xvi. 1. “ Pre-
serve me, O God, for in Thee do 1 put my trust”
David was one of the vilest sinners, yet enjoyed
communion with God! O how infinitely free s
grace ! It covers all our faults, hides all blemishes,
pardons all sins, removes all distresses, conquers
every lust, and raises the whole heart to the God
of amazing love—-O love incomparable! surpass-
ing all thought! I expected T should have died
yesterday—and what then ? This divine love
would have taken me from all sin and sorrow
to the church triumphant, where Jesus, the
darling theme of my soul, would have intro-
duced me into the glorious company of those, who
through great tribulation, entered the joy of their
Lord—There I should have joined the once per-
secuted Joseph, Micah, Jeremiah, Paul, Peter,
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Silas—~who washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb—Preserve me,
0 my God, unto thy heavenly kingdom '——David,
in the above passage, saw himself exposed to ene-
mies, snares, and dangers ; feeling his imbecility,
and knowing that his fall was inevitable without
gracious support, cried Preserve me, O God!
He was not self-kept, butdivinely preserved; and
the Lord, by painful experience, will teach his
people to know it. The cry of my soul at this
time is— Preserve me, O God

1. From despair and bondage of soul.—Bodily
confinement is not comparable with that state of
mind, when guilt of conscience, springing from a
remembrance of horrid rebellion against the Lord,
accompanied with extreme darkness and vanity of
thought, pervades every power! In such a state
the child of God forgets his resting place, and is
jealous of God himself! And sometimes concludes
that he has no love to his soul. The enemy takes
an advantage of this dark and distressful time; and
I know, from what I have felt, that contracted
guilt creates erroneous, and even horrid thoughts
of God! The devil represents your case in a
most horrible light; as singular, or your wounds
as Incurable, and your departed peace of soul
irretrievable ! This harrows up every power of
the soul with the most intolerable distress, and
then we unite with Hezekiakh, and conclude, “ 1
shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my
soul.” A person once tried in this way, and res-
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tored to the enjoyment of God, learning from sy,
state his weakness, cries, Preserve me, O Gog
from guilt of conscience, and from hard and hOrrld
thoughts of thee!

9. Preserver me, O God, from self-destruction,
O horrid thought! Shocking temptation this tp
the child of God! but His preserving goodness
shall be victoriously displayed in the deliverance
of all his people!

3. Preserve me from the world. It was the
prayer of him who cried with unequalled fer-
vency to his Father, and our TIfather, that he
would keep us from the evil of the world. Its
inward workings, as well as its outward entice-
ments are detestable; yet such is human depra-
vity, that I know of no enemy which has more, if
so much, advantage of us; for we are of the
earth earthy. 1 believe we are not so soon
overcome by the temptations of Satan, as we are
by the allurements of the world. TFeeling how
easily it overcomes and captivates, the soul di-
vinely taught, cries for divine preservation. One
thus tempest-tossed, and who has been in the deep
waters of mental affliction, even when liberty and
peace are restored, from a recollection of the dan-
gers he has been exposed to, and the deliverance
the Lord hath wrought for him, cries,  Preserve
me, O God, that I no more wander from thee—
that I no more grieve the Spirit. O preserve me
from the evils which I yet feel myself the sub-
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:ect of, and let me no more be led captive by mine
enemies ! Preserve my soul in liberty and peace ;
preserve and keep that good conscience which
thou, dear Jesus! hast given, through the virtue
of thy blood. O how soon is a good conscience
defiled! Keep down my corruptions, and keep
me pure in my conscience! Preserve me from
men, from all the stratagems of hell, and from
every error and evil work !”

Or, should it be the will of the Lord to put
the soul into a state of affliction, its cry is still,
“ Preserve me, O God, from every murmur and
complaint which 1 feel myself prone to make
against thy divine Majesty! O preserve me while
I pass through the fire, and keep me from sink-
ing while in the deep waters” ! (Is.xliii. 2.) May
the Lord, thus teach us to pray, and mercifully,
of his covenant goodness, preserveus from every
foe, from all evil, and in every time of trial! May
he preserve us alive to himself, and keep us from
Jalling, for Jesus’ sake!

And may the Lord pour out a spirit of fervent
prayer upon my dear friends, assembled in Ebene-
ser Chapel, that they may, with prevailing cries,
recommend to the God of all grace, their unworthy,
but truly affectionate friend,

W. W. H.
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LETTER IL

To the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebenezep
Chapel, Leicester.

London, May 13, 1804,
MY DEAR BRETHREN,

IT is with a pleasure peculiar to gospel aflec-
tion, that I address you in the solemn and glorious
name of the eternal God. My mind, in the course
of the past week has been remarkably tried—
remarkably dejected, because, having lost sight of
my resting place, a precious Redeemer, had no
source of consolation, no foundation for rejoicing.
But my cry has been, though a feeble cry indeed,
Revive thy work! and I am persuaded, that the
Lord this morning has been pleased to shew me
a token for good. I was favored with an oppor-
tunity of crying unto the Lord with my voice,
and may add, be hath heard me from his haly hill.
That text has been truly precious to me, in Psalm
cix. 4. For my love they are my adversaries;
but I give myself unto prayer.

For my love to truth they are my adversaries,
for they know not, they obey not the truth.
For my love of gospel liberty they are my ad-
versaries, who are endeavoring to keep God’s
Israel in spiritual bondage. For my love of
the church and people of God, they are my ad-
versaries; and this is equally as applicable t0
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you as myself—such of you as through unfeigned
love to Jesus,

“ Dare to defend his righteous cause,
« And yield obedieace to his laws.”

You have a cross to bear, or ye could not
follow him. And you will ever find the seed of
the serpeat hissing when truth is proclaimed, and
likely to gain ground in any place. Dut amidst
all those embarrassments of soul which inwardly
distress, with the derision and contempt poured
upon me by the zealous Pharisees of the age, it
is my consolation to know Him, yes, and to know
him for myself, whom to know is life eternal.
I can recollect, with grateful praise to the Lord,
how visible he has made his saving arm in my
preservation. And O! a thousand times how
have I exposed myself to the most imminent dan-
gers—repeatedly upon the very verge of a dismal
fall! and my fall rendered inevitable by those
evils which inwardly distress and war against the
soul. I well recollect a trying time, when every
avenue of comfort was closed, and deliverance
appeared at the greatest distance, that He, with
whom all things are possible, completely delivered
me from my almost insupportable distress, by a
discovery of the sweetness of this precious scrip-
ture ; “ I will look unto the Lord ; I will wait for
the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.”
Happy the man who is under the necessity of pur-

C
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suing this line of conduct, and who is taught to
speak this language-—language which unreneweq
men cannot adopt; as their eyes are blinded ang
their foolish hearts darkened, it is impossible they
should look unto the Lord, until the precious
Jesus, whose effice it is to open blind eyes, is
pleased to turn them from darkness to light, and
open their understandings that they may under-
stand the scriptures, and discern the things of the
spirit of God ; which to a natural man are fool-
ishmess, however wise he may be in the wisdom of
this world. The learned philosopher, with all his
boasted rationality, and by all his diligent and
critical researches into the works, the wonderful
works of the great Creator, is incapable of com-
prehending the things of the Spirit. He cannot
see any excellency in Christ, for “ The world by
wisdom know not God.”

The moralist may purify his conduct, and by
an exemplary and virtuous life, render himself a
very useful member of society, and thereby ob-
tain the preise, and even excite the admiration
of the world; yet remain ignorant of the excel-
lency of Christ crucified, and a stranger to his
fallen condition; and die in his sins, even without
any alarm at the approach of death. And with
this denomination we may class vast numbers who
have the form of godliness; the name of christian,
and every external appearance of people deveted
to God, yet, denying the power, and opposing
the truth of the efernal Spirit. demonstiate tO
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every one of any spiritual discernment, that they
have never been with Jesus. To such he hath no

form nor comeliness. But ye have not so learned
Christ.

An almighty work, a gracious change must
be effected in the soul; a change which the sub-
ject of, is made feelingly acquainted with, before
ever the soul can look unto the Lord, or behold
the Lamb in his excellency.

1. The poor guilty sinmer is looking to a
thousand objects for relief and deliverance be-
fore he will look unto the Lord; and when his
eyes are ever turned that way, there is nothing
but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery

indignation, which shall devour the adversaries
of God!

2. The sensible sinner, who is not only brought
to loath sinful self, but with an holy indignation
of soul, to detest his own pretended righteousness,
to smell the disagreeable stench, and to see the
fauseousness of those filthy rags of fleshly sanc-
tification, and inherent righteousness, with which
he would fain have covered his naked soul, and en-
tered the courts of the King of kings, is the only
Person whose eyes are opened to look unto the
Lord: such a soul sees a suitability in Jesus;
in whom is every thing requisite io render him
Perfectly holy and happy! He looks with desire
and affection, and, encouraged by him who is
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saying, “ Look unto me and be ye saved, all ye
ends of the earth,” prostrate at his feet, pe
breathes out these his desires:—*“ With my sqy|
have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my
spirit within me will I seek thee early :—Lg¢
him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, for his
love is better than wine!”

But with a solemnity due to this most di-
vinely interesting subject, I would enquire when
the child of God looketh unto him, having such
an exhibition of his divine glories as removes
all fear, doubt, and hesitation concerning his ip-
terestin him; and with a peculiar animation and
delight of soul, prempts him to make claim to
all the blessings of his new covenant? Thisis
a subject, my friends, which 1 have not only in-
vestigated with close attention to the sacred re-
cords, but, with a lively sense of my nearness to
God by his dear Son, and with the most delightful
views of his glory in the face of Christ.

The reply to such enquiry is easy-—When
the Lord looketh upon the soul, he then, with
divine rapture, humble hope, filial love, and strong
confidence, looketh unto the Lord.—The Lord
turned and looked upon Peter. O that heart-
melting look l=——What did it do for Peter? What
has it done for thousands of the redeemed’?
Ile comes, and as a Sun to his people, in all the
refulgence of his love, warms, melts, fructifies,
and makes inexpressibly joyful, the soul that be-
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fore was bewildered with distressing uncertainty,
and benighted with the most dejecting gloom of
unbelief! If he hide himself none can find him.
Vain and unskilful are the self-righteous exher-
tations to lock unto him !—fruitless the diligent
researches made by the troubled mind!—None
can see him, none can find him, till he comes freely,
voluntarily, graciously, mercifully, and affection-
ately: and when he comes, O what an evident
change in the circumstances of the poor sinner!
What! God enters the heart and the sinner
insensible of the effects! What! brought out of
wretchedness and woe, to happiness and consola-
tion, and the person so delivered insenstble of sueh
wonderful and sweet deliverance.! No, it is a
change evident as it is sweet, and sweet as it is
glorious! Now the exulting language of the soul
15, Iam filthy, but I will look to the fountain of
Christ for purification—I am weak, but I will look
to Jesus for strength—I am unrighteous, but [
will look unto the Lord my righteousness, in
whom I am justified, and can glory!

I will look unto the Lord, who is on a mercy
seat—who is my compassionate father—my bo-
som friend! In all my afflictions I will look
unto HIM who does all things well—In this
happy frame of mind it is the consolation of the
soul to say, “ I will look with eonfidence in his
love—I will look, for I can see nothing but
beauty —He whom mine eyes are fixed upon is
altogether lovely! Ican see in him no coldness,
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no indifference, no inattention, no kind of disaf-
fection towards me; but all is"delight and Jove !

T will look unto him when troubles arise,
friends forsake, foes invade; or whatever takes
place of a trying nature. This is my privilege
to look unto him, who is a very present help in
trouble. And when the cold arms of death en-
circle me around—when my dissplution ap-
proaches, I will look untor him, who hath con-
auered this last cnemy,

And death-itself shall hear me sing,
Rejoicing in his lore.

But by an attention to the next sentence in the
text, we shall find it to be particularly the lan-
guage of a tried soul, who, though tried, has con-
fidence in the gracious covenant, and a support-
ing persuasion of deliverance when the God of
love sees it necessary. “I will wait.” 'The lan-
guage of patience, in reply to that impatience so
painfully felt in tribulation. The soul wants de-
liverance—is looking for it—expectation is disap-
pointed; deliverance is delayed! and we well
know that hope deferred maketh the heart sick—
and a severe sickness it is: but there is a hope in
the most distressing time, that bears up the af-
flicted mind-~and hope in the diviiie declaration,
“1 will surely do you good.” And though we
cannot see any deliverance neat, but arc involved
in almost insupportable afflictions, we are saved
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from sinking under them, by hope. ¢ But hope
that 1s seen is not hope; for what a tnan seeth,
why doth he yet hope for; But if we hope for
that we see not, then do we with patience wait
for it.” Therefore, when faith in the promises,
and hope in the God of salvation are in exercise,
the soul has a support of which none of its ene-
mies can rob it. And this is its firm resolve “ I
will wait for the God of my salvation.”

1. The poor sin-burdened soul, that doubts
a thousand times whether it ever tasted of divine
grace, or felt the power of godliness. ¢ I will wait
till he reveals salvation with power to me, for
his goings forth are as thie morning, and though
it is a night season with my soul, I will wait till
the sun of righteousness shall arise with healing
in his wings.”

2. I will wait, says the heaven-born soul, who
is deserted of the Lord, till he returns and have
mercy upon me; and till that sweet thercy shall
quicken and enliven my immortal powers that
are now in such benumbed and stupified state.
To you, my friends, who have to lament a sus-
pension of the divine presence, he has made a
sweet and supporting promise—-and observe, it is
spoken to those whe have great sorrow of soul,
—“ Ye now, therefore, have sorrow: but I will
see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and
your joy ne man taketh from you” O may he
enable you to say, “ I will wait for the God of
my salvation ”
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3. In temptation of soul, or in any outward
trouble, this is the privilege of the tried saints:
to have comfort, and inward support from the
Lord, sufficiency of grace, strength proportioned
to the day; an hope of deliverance out of trou-
ble, or of protection in the midst of it. When
God thus supports a man’s immortal spirit, it
will sustain his every infirmity : and in the worst
of seasons he can sing of the tender mercies of
the Lord.

< There is mercy in every place,

And mercy, encouraging thought?

Gives even affliction a grace,

And reconciles man to his lot.” CowPrER,

My God will hear me. For his dear Son’s
sake—for his mercy sake, and for the honor and
glory of his own name, he will hear ; for he hath
not said, Seek ye my facein vain. My almighty
God who is able to deliver. My omnipresent
God, who is still with me—my God who loves
me—my God who is carefully concerned for me
—my God who delighteth in me—my father
God, who is bound by the tenderest ties of rela-
tionship to provide me—my promise making God,
who is faithful to perform, to his everlasting glory,
what he has promised me!

He will hear me, to the confusion of his foes,
to the rejoicing of his people, to the comfort of
my soul, and to the promotion of his interest
among you ; and we shall yet praise him for the
light of his countenance, and as our own God
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in the rapturous triumph of ancient Israel, ““The
Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is
our refuge.” Now the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well pleasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and
ever, Amen.

W. W. H.

LETTER IIL

To the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebenezer
Chapel, Leicester.

May 24, 1804.
DEARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD,

THE inexhaustible treasure of God’s word lies
in mines so unfathomable to the human mind in its
native state, that without his special assistance I
feel the impossibility of writing any thing that will
prove of real profit to your souls, or that will bein
any respect, conducive to the Redeemer’s Glory.

There certainly are things new and old in that
thrice-blessed volume; all graciously intended,
and admirably calculated, under the divine bene-
diction, to spoil the strong holds of Satan, restrain
the furious lusts of the flesh, to bind up the bleed-
ing wounds of the vanquished, and inspire him
with fresh courage to fight, under Christ’s ban-

D
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ner, and contend in his strength, with his hateful
foes. The Bible, the neglected, but blessed book
of God, was, when first given to the Church, dj-
vinely intended to comfort all that mourn, and
to direct those whose faces are set Zion-ward,
To give a word of alarm, reproof, exhortation,
advice, direction, caution, encouragement, com-
fort, and relief, to the whole church of God, as
the necessities of each individual may require.

But how we obtain such blessings from the
Jible, how we receive them, and by what pow-
er they are communicated to our souls, deserve
a particular discussion. That the Bible is a spi-
ritual book, treating on spiritual things, cannot
be denied—and that man is carnal sold under
sin, with his understanding darkened, and fool-
ishness bound up in his heart, we know to be
a truth, from plain assertions in that blessed
book. And such of us as have an acquaintance
with ourselves, are daily constrained to acknow-
ledge the truth of it, even before the throne of
God! This being once admitted, (and who, pos-
sessing a single ray of spiritual light, can deny it)
it is nnmediately reduced to an incontrovertible
truth, that without the divine agency of the spirit,
no man can understand the Bible; no child of
God can read it to profit, or derive any spiritual
benefit from it. [t contains spiritual things which
are spiritually discerned, spiritually communica-
ted, spiritually received, and spiritually enjoyed-
‘Ihe Bible is not, in the least, calculated to afford
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any real comfort to the carnal mind, and the evi-
dent cause of our deriving so little comfort there-
from, is the carnality of our hearts, O what a
privilege, then, to have a visit from the spirit of
love! But he is not at our command? he acts as
a sovereign; he comes when he pleases, and when
ever he comes into the soul to afford consolation,
by opening the understanding to comprehend the
scriptures, he always speaks of Christ: and the
soul is sensible, from the evident alteration of
circumstances, that it is the blessed Comfor-
ter; to whom he is an infinite debtor for every
ray of light, and for every drop of comfort that
his soul ever enjoyed. And you know, my friends,
that our gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance.

You have, like the Thessalonians, received the
gospel in the letter and word; but not in word
only. And herein you are distinguished from
many, denominated christians; who, though they
have received the gospel in the word, the preach-
ed and written word, never felt its power, Yet
even this class, is, comparatively composed of ‘a
very small number; for the great bilk of profess-
ors, in this dark day, ncver received the gospel,
even in word! They have received something like
the gospel; called by that name, but of a very
spurious nature. Gospel, in the common accep-
tation of the word, is Glad Tidings, but that called
gospel among many of the Calvinists of our day,
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cannot, when properly examined, come under such
an appellation. That which is commonly vended
by the mountebank Divines of our day, under the
title of gospel, is a counterfeit compound of Pela-
gianism and Arminianism, refined; and rendered
a little palatable by a mixture of Calvinism. O,
in other words, they are preaching a salvation
which is almost complete, but not quite. Why,
what is wanting? Nothing more than this, grace
is almos{ all in all, and Christ, they will tell you,
has done very many excellent things, and there i3
now nothing more wanting (after those gentlemen
have offered this kind of salvation) than for sin-
ners indiscriminately, and immediately, to accept
of it.  And if you ask them how they are to set
about this work of acceptance, they will not tell
you that you must go on pilgrimage to Mecca or
Jerusalem, or offer your body a sacrifice to atone
for the sins of your soul; but this much they
will tell you, that you must repent, believe, turn
to God, and apon these easy terms accept of
Christ, or you will be damned for your non-ac-
ceptance! Now, you that feel impenitent, unbeliev-
ing, dark, perverse hearts, what think you of their
easy terms: And yet, to make this a little palata-
ble to the more calvinistic part of their hearers,
they will, by way of prevention, sometimes say,
“Think not that we are Arminians, we believe
that none can repent, believe, and turn to God,
till God turns them; yet they ought, it is their
duty, and if they do not accept of this Christ,
and grace, which we offer them, they will be
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damned for not accepting them.” What think you
of this Glad Tidings, my friends, which is the
boasted gospel of the day?

But O, glory to free grace! ye have not so learn-
ed Christ.

There are others who have received the gos-
pel.  The gospel in its purity is come unto them,
in word, and in word only. You will perceive
by this, that embracing the gospel only in the
preached word, is of no real profit to the soul.
The writer to the Hebrews, chap, iv. 2. says,
‘ Unto us was the gospel preached as well as unto
them: but the word preached did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”
This precious faith is the free and discriminating
gift of Christ, which it was not his pleasure to
bless them with ; therefore the word preached did
not profit them; though it came unto them, it
came in word only, and not in the power. They
all heard the word equally alike, all assembled
together, and doubtless gave equally the same
attention to the sound of the gospel, with the
outward ear. Butmark the distinguishing love of
God. Herein is love; love to his own, which
shines most gloriously in its distinguishing nature!
The biessed spirit, who knoweth those that are his,
by his divine agency, rendered the word preached
effectual in the renovation of their souls; gave
them special faith ; and this preached word, in the
power of it, was fastened in their souls as a nail i
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a sure place. Herein consists the differcnce
They all made the same outward appearance, at-
tended to the same external things, but the spirig
wrought effectually, and made an internal change
in his own; while the rest were blinded (Rom,
xi. 17.) So true is that affectionate address of
Christ to his disciples, “ Unto you it is given to be-
lieve, but to them itis not given.”

But our gospel came not unto you in word
only but alsoin power. I believe that the power
of the gospel is first felt, and becomes a joyful
sound to the soul, in loudly and clearly proclaim-
ing the wretched, miserable, helpless state of those
to whom the Lord speaks favorably and gracious-
ly! That Christ died for the ungodly; to whom
the Lord imputeth his righteousness without
works. That he saveth by his own arm, which
has brought salvation unto his people. O, sirs,
what a sweet sound is that which God powerfully
proclaims to the poor sensible sinner, in order
that he may cease from his own works, and enter
into rest in Christ! This passage, in the sub-
stance of it, is made known to every one
who receives the gospel with power, * Not of
works, lest any man should boast.” The sweet
sound, not of works, revives the sin-despairing
scul, and emboldens him to use importunity with
the Lord, upon the sweet and safe ground of
his own free grace, and complete, unconditional
salvation. Some of you that. I am now writing
to, scruple very much to say, “ I koow that
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my Redeemer liveth.”—But I appeal to your
own feelings to attest the truth of what 1 now
write :  When sunk very low, by a heart im-
pure, impeunitent, and filthy, you have come,
perhaps, to such conclusion as this, “ It cannot
be, that the spirit of God should dwell in such
a heart as mine.” But what has been your
state when the harmonious sounds of gospel
grace and mercy have echoed in your soul:—A
sweet declaration of Jehovah, that your defor-
mity, ungodliness, impenitence, hard-heartedness,
spiritual deadness, and all the complicated filthi-
ness of your apostatized nature, were no bar at
all to your salvation; because it is without money
and without price! Justsuch commodity as you
wanted—suitable to your case. Just such bar-
gain as you wanted to make: for you had no-
thing to buy with, and nothing was wanted' Jeho-
vah does notsell his sweet, rich, free love—no,
he gave it freely to me, and to you, my brethren
and those, who, by their boasted performance of
duties, are presuming to offer a price for it, know
nothing of its intrinsic value ~—~And I am certain
the Lord looks with contempt upon every one
who is thus presuming to come with something
in their hands. “ If a man would give the sub-
stance of his house for love, it would utterly be
contemned.”

That the God of love and peace may be with
you, and keep you together in the bonds of ever-
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lasting love, is the ardent prayer of him, who s
happy to subscribe himself,

Y our affectionate friend,

And willing servant in the gospel of free grace,

W. W. H.

LETTER IV.

7o the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebenezer
Chapel, Leicester.
June 2, 1804.
MUCH ESTEEMED FRIENDS,

THE indisposition of my body, together
with that gloominess of mind which accompanied
it, has rendered me almost incapable of entering
upon any subject this week, which is, in any res-
pect, calculated to afford you real edification.
But Isit down now, dictated by brotherly love and
a deep concern for Zion’s welfare, desirous of writ-
ing that which would be my pleasure to commu-
nicate, were 1 favoured with an opportunity of
addressing you from.the pulpit.

The exercises of my mind have been various
-—sometimes a little elated with the amazing
love of my covenant God—and O, though momen-
tary, what unspeakably sweet seasons are those !
At other times, castdown, dejected~—hard thoughts
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of God-—vain, carnal and corrupt inclinations—
and you know, you who have felt the same, how
soon we are led captive when these inward foes
are permitted to prevail against us. We then
lose the enjoyment of our liberty in Christ, and
have the bitterest reflections on our own defor-
mity and pollution. O how often is that language
reiterated by my aching heart, “ I am all as an
unclean thing!” This week * My complaint has
been bitter indeed, and my stroke heavier than
my groaning”—no sweet intercourse with the
Redeemer ; no refreshment from the blessed
Comforter! But, on the contrary,

¢ When I cast my eyes within,
All is dark, and vain, and wild ;
Fil’d with unbelief and sin,
Can [ deem myself a child#”

Yes, blessed for ever be my gracious and lov-
ing Lord! A child of his family; adopted,
chosen, redeemed, called, sanctified, and perfect,
even as may Father which is in heaven is perfect!
—and all this in Christ !

¢ Then give all the glory to his holy name,
To him all the glory belongs ;
Be your’s the high joy still to sound forth his fame,

And crown him in each of your songs.”

After such dismal complaint of soul-distress,
you will say this is a sudden change, immediately
E
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to assert my claim to all the blessings of grace in
Christ! Itis, my friends, a sudden change—g
change not of my own seeking, or efiecting ; but
by that invigible hand that worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will. After great dark-
ness of mind for two or three days, I enjoyed the
best time in prayer I have known for many
months, on Tharsday morning about seven o’clock;
succeeded by such a sweet calm and serenity of
mind, which continued till Friday morning : when
I could not help exclaiming, ““I bless the Lord,
because he hath heard the voice of my supplica-
tion, and hath attended unto my cry—nhe hath not
totally forsaken me—he will not give me up to
the will of my adversaries.” I was remarkably
comforted in reading Ephesians i. especially verse
11.  “ In whom also we have obtained an inherit-
ance, being predestinated according to the purpose
of him, who worketh all things after the counsel
of his own will.”

Blessed be the Lord that the beautiful edifice,
the church of Christ, is not founded upon any
human merit, or act of the creature whatever, but
upon the sure and immoveable basis of the pre-
destinating will and purpose of a covenant God
in Christ! in whom we have obtained an inhe-
ritance.

1. Through the electing love of God in him;
which was an ancient act, of Him whose goings-
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forth were from everlasting. In all ages, threugh
the legality of their proud nature, and the accu-
sations of natural conscience, men have, in some
method or other, been seeking this inheritance by
an act of their own ; but the Apostle exposes the
mistake, and lays the axe at the root of human
pride, by tracing it back to the original cause,
and ascribing all the power and glory to electing
grace, “ And if by grace, then it is no more of
works : otherwise grace is no more grace, but if
it be of works then is it no more grace, otherwise
work is no more work. What then? Israel hath
not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the
election hath obtained it, and the restwere bhinded.”
Here you find, my friends, very plainly stated
by the Holy Ghost, that though the Jews sought
it, they could not obtain it, for it is not to be ob-
tained by seeking; but it rejoices my heart, that
the Lord, the God of grace, is found of them who
sought him not! And such are the election, or
choice of Ged.

9. In a time-state they obtain a knowledge of
this inheritance, and their heirship to it, upon the
ground of God’s love. Tor I am persuaded that
the sinner who is brought into the liberty of the
Gospel, knows that Christ lives as his Redeemer.
God's people know in whom they have believed,
for they have the witness in themselves, are sealed
with the holy spirit of promise, and rejoice in
Christ Jesus. If they did not know him for them-

elves, what would they have to rejoicc in?
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But knowing him, they rejoice that they have
pardon bought with blood, which has purged and
delivered their consciences from guilt, adminis-
tered peace, and given them boldness of access
into those things, which compose the blessed in-
heritance within the veil. The triumph of such
a soul is this, “ Though in my flesh dwelleth no
good thing,” and so vile, so treacherous is my
heart, that I cahnot, I must not trust it; for I
should instantly fall were I left to sinful, proud,
carnal, legal, abominable self—nevertheless, here
is my consolation, my triumph, my bliss, my se-
curity, my everlasting salvation, and everlasting
safety! The promises of my God are uncondi-
tional and absolute~yca and amen, and he can-
not, consistent with the immutability of his na-
ture, go back from, or forfeit one of these exceed-
ing great and precious promises-—morevver he
hath sworn by his holiness—and he cannot change
—he is the eternal God, he cannot cease to be
what he now is, he cannot deny himself~and he
is my Father, who loved me, so that he gave his
dear Son for my redemption ; and in the hands
of this precious bleeding Christ I am secure—my
life is hid in him—his life is my life—and becausc
he lives I shall live also '—I have his own word
for it. In him I am chosen, preserved, called,
justified ; and in him I shall conquer all my foes,
and, through the fire of tribulation, be brought ta
eternal glory!

T hope you will accept these preliminary
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observations as a token of my love. Were it
mn my power I would still prosecute the subject,
but through extreme indisposition of body I
know not how to write; but hope to say more
upon itin a few subsequent letters, which, through
divine grace, I promise you, if God will ; and
which may he bless to you, and the glory of his
great name for Christ’s sake !

I remain, dear friends,
Your affectionate

W. W, H.

LETTER V.

To the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebeneser
Chapel, Leicester.

June 8; 1804,
DEAR BRETHREN IN TRIBULATION,

THE road to eternal life and glory, though
marked out from eternity by everlasting love, and
divinely paved with that mercy and goodness
which have followed us all our days, is neverthe-
less, a narrow path to walk in, and attended with
continual discouragements. But amidst them all,
what our adorable Jesus has promised, shall be
abundantly verified, in the final perseverance of
his saints, who are all in his hands, and at his
command--abundantly discouraged this week in
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various ways, I have repeatcdly been ready to
conclude that it would be in vain for me to at-
tempt addressing you any more by this method.
But to the praise of the glory of his grace it is my
privilege to say, with W atts,

¢ He takes my soul e’er 'm aware,
And shews me where his glories are.”

DBy which blessed refreshment, I have, in my
soul, the complete fulfilment of that scripture,
“To him that bath no might, he increaseth
strength.” O that I may come unto you in this
epistolary address, clothed in his might, and may
the power of Christ rest upon you! The sub-
ject introduced in my last I well remember, for
the passage was truly sweet to my soul; though
I have, in the course of the week, many times,
lost the sweet savor of it, and through the pre-
valence of evils within, lost sight of him who is
the only resting place of my soul.

# But my dear Lord returns again—
e flies to my relief.”

He restoreth my soul, and leadeth me in paths
of righteousness for his name sake—and I know
(and blessed be the Lord T know for myself) that
where grace reigns in the soul, it will ever pro-
duce a correspondent conduct—and notwith-
standing the calumny invidiously poured out upon
wy doctrine, to injure me in the esteem of the
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public, I have the blessed and heart-felt satisfac-
tion to say, that for almost eleven years that I
have preached the gospel, which so powerfully
and miraculously won my soul at the first to
Christ, under its sweet influence, I have endeca-
voured to exercise a conscience void of offence
toward Ged, and toward man! And though I have
had trials of a peculiar nature, since I came here,
it has repeatedly been a Bethel to my soul: and
I have been constrained to say, “ The Lord is
here” 1t has been my principal concern to de-
vote the precious time, I spend in this place,
to the glory of God, and the benefit of his church;
and now attend, with pleasure, to my proposed sub-
ject, Eph.i. 11, “ Inwhom we have obiained an
inheritance,” &e.

1. In whom—that 1is, in Clhrist. It hath
pleased the Father that in him should all fulness
dwell. We are nothing, my friends, and we pos-
sess nothing without Christ; but in him we are
every thing that is delightful to the heart of God,
and possess every thing necessary to make us
everlastingly happy. We have a superabund-
ance of blessings in him—Christ is yours, and
all things are yours!

2. In whom we have obtained—We~=Who ?
The election hath obtained it, and the rest were
blinded. The Lord is found of those who sought
him not, and these who sought to enter into rest
were not able. For itis not of him that seek-
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eth, neither does God hear for much speaking,
therefore it is not of him that prayeth—Esaq
found no- place for repentance, though he sought
it diligently with tears: hence it is not of him
that weepeth ; neither is it of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God, who shew-
eth mercy! Then we very fairly and justly con-
clude, that those who obtain this inheritance are
the objects of God’s sovereign, electing, redeem-
ing, regenerating and saving mercy. By virtue of
their union to Christ they are the heirs of this
inheritance—their right and title to it is in him.
Heirs of God, and joint heirs with the Lord Jesus
Christ. And now we must enquire how they gain
possession; for the heir, as long as he is a child,
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be
Lord of all.  Gal.iv. 1.

1. The Scriptures represent them as running
to obtain it: 1 Cor. ix. 24. “ Know ye not, that
they which run in arace run all, but one receiveth
the prize; so run that ye may obtain.” There
are many who are very fleet of foot, and run with
great agility, but never obtain the prize. They
ryn apparently in God’s ways, and fly as upon the
wings of the wind; loving, zealous, and ready (in
pretension) to every good work—are determined
to obtain the prize, whatever it costs them. But
these are not God’s racers ; for Isaiah, who knew
well what it was to run, says, ¢ The lame take
the prey :” but you never hear these light-heeled
gentlemen complain of any lameness. 'They are
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always ready for running, and, at the first start,
outstrip many of God’s children. But many, that
are first, or foremost in this race, shall be last, and
the last (those that come limping behind with
wounds and lameness) shall be first; for many are
called, by the sound of the gospel trumpet, to
run, but few are chosen. At the first onset the
road appears to be smooth ; but the race is long,
and the ground so rough, that without a continual
supply of strength from the Omnipotent Jesus,
the poor sinner could not persevere. When he
first starts he feels well able to run ; but a stiffness
seizes his joints, his knees become feeble, his hands
hang down with weakness, his head is sick, and
his heart faint.  But the Lord graciously strength-
ens the weak hands, and confirms the feeble knees,
gives the wine of his love to him thatis of a
heavy heart, and the strong drink of his covenant
grace to those who are ready to perish. Herein
the mystery of the lame taking the prey, or ob-
taining the prize, is explained. For the Lord
gives strength only to those who have no might !
O ye weak and feeble, who are ready to perish,
and often despair of obtaining the inheritance,
what think you of this? Does it not revive your
desponding hearts, to hear that he gives strength
to those that have no might? Your legality
often teaches you to say, “ I shall faint by the
way; he will not give strength to me, to such an
one as I am" But bear, it is to him that hath
no might—none at all; and he will give them to
F
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feel that they have no might. Now, is not this
a sweet cordial for your poor cast down minds ?

No might nor power to oppose your enemies,
to run, to walk, or even to stand—this 1 feg]
more than ever, and I am persuaded many of
you feel it too. O blessed Jehovah! glory to thy
name for this gracious declaration! O strength-
en thy poor worm who now writes, with thy spi-
rit’s might in his inner man! O strengthen thy
dear people who assemble in Ebenezer Chapel;
and when the time, the happy time arrives, that
he shall return unto them, let his labors be abun-
dantly more blessed—let our enemies be turned
back and put to shame ; and O may it be-the joy
and triumph of each heart, victoriously to exclaim,
“ The Lord of hosts 1s with us, the God of Jacob
is our refuge.” Such has been the petition of my
highly favored soul this morning, to him who hear-
eth prayer; and O may ke cause you to be like
minded with me, that our joint supplications,
indited upon our souls by the blessed Spirit of all
grace, and offered up before the throne of our
gracious Father, through the sweet incense of the
Redeemer’s obedience, may powerfully prevail !

In addition to this, I would observe, that those
who are raised from the dead, set on their legs,
and enabled to pursue the spiritual race, are en-
cumbered and hindered by a certain burden, or
weight, which only a view of Jesus can remove
from their depressed minds, He himself calls
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them burdened sinners, before they come to him
for rest and relief; and an inspired writer, ani-
mated with a view of his dear Lord, gives this
heroic exhortation, ““ Let us lay aside every
welght, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race which is set
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finish-
er of our faith.” — Looking unto his precious
bleeding heart, we lose the weight of our sins,
and, looking unto him the fountain of love and
grace, we lay aside all our slavish fears, and then,
raised by his hand, cheered by his love, and em-
boldened by faith in his promises, we mount up
with wings as eagles, run and are not weary—but,
whenever we lose signt of him, like Peter, upon
the mighty waves, we begin to sink! But sink
we cannot; saving grace will never fail a sensibly
lost sinner! He will give more grace—and, to
refresh and replenish the weary soul, he gives the
spirit of prayer; and then we come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
grace to help us in our time of need. The time
of prayer is the time of need—The place of access
to Gad is the throne of GRACE, not of wrath and
anger. The manner of coming is boldly—The
sinner is emboldened by that love and grace in
Jesus, exhibited to his view ; and what he receives
is mercy and grace, which are an effectnal and
sufficient help to him in pursuing the inheritance.
To all such poor dependants upon grace and
mercy in Christ, what saith the word of God?
It speaks in accents sweeter than angels use ;—
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¢ God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to ob-
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” Those
appointed unto wrath are blind to the charms of
Jesus ; deafened to the sweet music of mercy. If
the Lord had intended our destruction he would
not have shewn us these things.

Hence it is evident who shall possess this in-
heritance, and, if the Lord will, my next shall
contain a description of the inheritance itself, and
the manner in which the people of God possess it.
Till then may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
abide with you all.

I remain, yours, &c.

W. W. H.

LETTER VL

To the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebenezer
Chapel, Leicester.
June 6, 1804.
MY DEAR PEOPLE,

HAVING, in the two preceding Letters,
on Eph. i 11. shewn in whom the inheritance
there spoken of is obtained, and the persons who
obtain it; I shall now consider the inheritance it-

self, and the manner in which the saints of God
take possession of it,
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This is not an earthly inheritance—the people
of God, in the general, being the poor of this
world. But they have riches of a different and
superior nature to the rich and great of the earth:
trecasure which neither moth nor rust can corrupt
—an inheritance of which they can never be dis-
possessed !

This inheritance lies in that most delightful
situation, which David speaks of in divine rap-
tures, ‘ Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth is mount Zion, on the sides of the
north.” His soul being in the enjoyment of
Christ, he saw prefigured in literal Zion, that
spiritual inheritance into which the spirit of God
had led him. Itis situated in that place where
the Lord reveals himself unto his people, and
sheweth unto them his covenant, which is called
his sheepfold; and it is said to be one fold, as
well as one Shepherd; for there is no other place
where he feeds his sheep. By this fold we are
not to understand any particular place appropri-
ated to divine worship, or any particular congre-~
gation. DBut Chrisz himself, the fulness of all
covenant love and grace, the grand and eternal
repository of every peculiar blessing, is the por-
tion and inheritance of his people: and, inherit-
ing him they possess all things. This is the iden-
tical spot (if I may be allowed the term) where
the Lord first saw, and loved his church; where
he made choice of her, and in which he continu~
ally preserves her, Till Christ thus becomes all
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and every thing to us, we never can inherit the
covenant blessings with solid comfort, so as to as-
sert our right to them. Looking unto Jesus is
the situation of a truly spiritual, and a truly hap-
py man. Loeoking to one’s self, or, depending
upon sweet and lively sensations of mind, think-
ing at such seasons we are more particularly in-
terested in the divine favor, is not the road ts
solid comfort. For though it is very desirable to
feel my soul in sucha lively state, alas! it is so rarely
the case, that I should seldom rejoice in Jesus.
ut he, being made in covenant love over unto
me (as my inheritance) wisdom,righteousness, sanc-
tification and redemption, I am sure I greatly err
if I look for these things to any other-object what-
ever. DMy inheritance is Christ. I am poor to
the extreme without him. I have nothing Ican
claim of my own, but sin and wretchedness. What
do I see, if T look into my own nature, but a
combination of diabolic passions, engaged and en-
raged against the Lord, and against his Anocinted !
But all my corruptions and pollutions make no al-
teration in the infinitely holy and altogether lovely
Jesus. Though sin hath abounded in me, grace
superabounds in him!

This may be called ANTiNoMIANISM ; but was
not Paul of similar sentiments? Does he not say
of himself plainly, “In me is nothing good”—
nothing—no good thing whatever —he had exa-
mined well too—And why does he say, <“I count
all things but loss for the excellency of the know-
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ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung that T may win Christ, and be
found in him!” I know not, my friends what effect
this precious scripture may have upon your minds
—but to me it is a word fitly spoken; I am glad
to find such a sentence in the book of God
upon which hangs my everlasting all—yes, and
it hangs safely upon this precious nail, which is
fastened in a sure place! Thanks be unto our
God for this unspeakable gift—Christ is all—I
am nothing—This, this glorious truth, which 1
know to be a truth,is a 1efreshing cordial to my
soul! And shall we sin, because Christ is made every
thing to us! What say you my friends ? Methinks
the question moves you with an holy indignation
against that tyrannic monster, si , which you are
ready to express in similar terms to these;

“ It was sin which caused my dear Redeemer
to bleed and suffer on Calvary—It was sin and
its consequences (not of his own but mine) which
caused him to sweat drops of blood, falling down
to the ground—sin, imputed to hLis holy soul,
brought upon him the Father’s wrath—he was
wounded for our transgressions—and it was sin,
which has so repeatedly wounded my conscience,
and brought death and misery into my soul! It
was sin that proved a separating wall between
this loving lovely Saviour and me! I have felt so
repeatedly the melancholy consequences of the
tyrannizing monster sin. which dwelleth in me,
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that my cry is, Lord, keep me from this worst
of evils; that it may not grieve me {”

My dear sirs, have we not, times innumerable,
through the odious rising of our hateful corrup-
tions, defiled a good conscience, and contracted
that guilt, which caused us to go with shame and
confusion before the Lord, at the throne of grace!
Robbed of our sweet liberty, and of every spiritual
enjoyment! And can we love this infernal foe!
Let those talk of indulging themselves in sin,
from a consideration of a complete salvation by
Christ, who never felt the plague of sin.——But the
language of the children of God is,

« We would be slaves no more,

Siuce Christ hath made us free;
Hath nail’d this tyrant to his cross,

And bought our liberty.”  warTs,

1 have sufficiently proved that the Lord, who
dwelleth in Zion, is the portion of his people, and
shall attempt, with as much brevity as pessible, to
shew the manner in which they take possession
of it. When the Lord appeared unto Paul, to
furnish him with heavenly credentials, and to give
him the great commission to preach the gospel to
the gentiles, he declared that he would make him
an instrument in his hand, in bringing his people
home to the possession of this their inheritance ;
and in this animating language promises to be with
him, to preserve him from evil, and to bless his
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glorious message. * Delivering thee from the
ocople, and from the gentiles unto whom now I
send thee, to open their eyes and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanc-
titied by faith thatisin me:” Acts xxvi. 18. Here
we are plainly taught what must take place be-
fore the heir of God can possess his inheritance.
And when all this is accomplished there is nothing
to prevent him from the enjoyment of his right-
ful portion. His eyes are open; he sees the glory
of God in the face of Christ—how full and free
his love—how boundless his grace! He has re-
ceived 1n his heart and conscience, from the God
of love, forgiveness of his sins—his innumerable
sins are gone, and his soul made white and puri-
fied! Jehovah—TFather, Son, and Spirit, com-
munes with him, and acknowledges him as ason—
no more a servant in bondage, buta son, who
belongs to the family, and must abide in the house
for ever! He clings to the bleeding cross, kisses
the feet of Jesus, adores -divine love, and re-
joices in his inheritance. This is his boast and
triumph, “The Lord is my portion saith my soul,
therefore will [ hope in him !”

Christ, the hope set before him, whom he sought
sorrowing, with many fears, doubts, and violent
temptations ; and with strong cries unto him who

G
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was able to save, is now become the safe refuge
and asylum of his weary soul!

Christ, the sweet rest that remaineth for the
children of God, who travail in spiritual birth, has
received him in the arms of his love, laid open to
him his whole heart of affection, and he now ceases
from his own works, and entereth into rest.

Christ, the good shepherd and bishop of his
soul, to whom he is now returned, feedeth him in
a good pasture, upon the high mountains of Is-
rael: Ezek. xxxiv. 14. where he possesses all spi-
ritual favors, and can say with Paul, “ Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings,
in heavenly places.” He finds that Ezekiel’s high
mountains and Paul’s (high or) heavenly places,
to be one and the same, where he dwells on high,
above the law, sin, death and the devil, and his
place of defence, against all his enemies, and
every thing that can hurt or destroy, is, Christ,
the, munition of rocks, and with David he
can say, “The Lord liveth, and blessed be my
rock, and let the God of my salvation be ex-
halted.”

This is the glorious inheritance of which, my
dear friends, we are heirs; which some of us sen-
sibly and comfortably possess, and which others
have an experimental right and title to, being the
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characters which Christ comfortably speaks to in
his word. May he bring you within Zion’s walls,
and enable us to rejoice together, that we are
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ: being
predestinated, according to the purpose of him
who worketh all things, after the counsel of his
own will—and then, when a few more fleeting
days are expired, we shall enter into an inherit-
ance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are
kept by the power of God, through faith, unto
salvation.

Entreating the Lord to keep you together in
the bonds of brotherly love, and to teach you to
assemble, unitedly before his throne, in fervent

prayer,
I remain, with unfeigned affection,
Your brother in Christ,

W. W, H.

LETTER VII

To the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebenczer
Chapel, Leicester.
June 24, 1804,
DEAR FRIENDS,

WHEN I reflect upon the state of some
of you, I am ready with ardent and insatiate wish-
es to lament with the prophet, “ O that my head
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears,
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that I might weep day and night for the slain of
the daughter of my people!”

Itis certainly a calamitous time with the church
of God ; and I consider it, after all my affliction
and discouragement of soul, an amazing favor to
be able to see its real circumstances. Truthis
fallen in our streets, and the time is come that
they will not endure sound doctrine. And this
we need not wonder at: the Spirit speaketh ex-
pressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils, 1 Tim. iv. 1.

The blessed Spirit of truth leadeth his people
into the truth, which maketh them free from
those abounding errors that now infest the pro-
fessed church of God. And this is clearly ex-
hibited in the scriptures, as a very distinguishing
characteristic of the child of God—** A stranger
they will not follow, for they know not the voice
of a stranger.” Your firm and unshaken at-
tachment to the truth has much endeared you to
my soul. Nevertheless, I am sorely discouraged,
almost to a degree of negligence; for “ Who
hath believed my report, and to whom is the arm
of the Lord revealed.” The disconsolate state of
soul which many of you complain of, I have been
taught to lay before the Lord, at the throne of
grace, and to request that T might be so favored
as to speak; or write a word in season, to those
who were thus weary. I have been favored with



LETTERS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 45
som¢ happy seasons in writing, not only these
public letters, but one or two of a wore private
nature, and have, with an anxiety peculiar to
spiritual concern, watched and waited for the
effect: but to my great discouragement I have
been ready to conclude that my exertions have
been fruitless, and my attempts to comfort you
rendered abortive !

We are certainly exhorted to weep with those
that weep, and there is a sweet luxury in sym-
pathetic tears ; but not to hear of any good effect
produced by our affectionate attempts to alleviate
the distressed, is certainly very discouraging!
In this discouragement you will find I am not
alone—Jeremiah said, “ I will speak no more in
the name of the Lord;” and no doubt for this
reason, because he did not see the divine power
accompany his message.

But admitting that my epistolary addresses to
you have been fruitless to the present, I am yet
encouraged to write, by that passage in Eccles.
xi. 6. * In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thy hand, for thou knowest
not whether shall prosper this or that, or whether
they both shall be alike good.” And my thoughts
this morning are particularly turned to the term
Gospel, because there is much called gospel which
is not so, and many things attributed to it which
it knows nothing of, to the dishonor of its glorious
Author, and the discouragement of his people!
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It it called “ The gospel of peace”—because til}
the gospel reaches a poor sinner’s soul effectually,
to put him into the enjoyment of Christ, the Prince
of Peace, he remains a stranger to that invaluable
blessing. The term Gospel literally signifieth
Glad tidings, or rather, that is the literal and
general meaning of the word in the original text,
translated Gospel.

1. Glad tidings, good news; such I believe
it has proved to you. The prophetic language
of Isaiab, adopted by Christ as his own, beauti-
fully describes the gospel in its glorious simpli-
city : Isa. Ixi. 1, 2, 3, and Luke iv. 18. “ The
spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound.” O whata source of consola-
tion this passage affords to God's afflicted. Not
a word of reproof or blame, or condemnation '—
(no, the gospel knows nothing of condemnation.)
The persons to whom it is proclaimed, are the
broken-hearted, the captives, and the bound
prisoner. The sound of it is liberty, an apening
of the prison—The effect of it is a binding up of
the sinners wounds.

Now, my dear friends, (even you for whom
I travail in birth till Christ be formed in you)
is not the sound of the gospel delightful to your
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souls? Yes, though you cannot claim the great
Redeemer as your own, the sweet sound of peace
by the blood of the cross, free pardon, salvation by
grace, liberty of access to the God of infinite love,
alone by his dear Son, is melodious to your souls!
—In the multitude of your gloomy, fearful, un-
believing, and desponding thoughts, these comferts
of God fill you with delight! Christ is your only
hope ; and his gospel is rendered a joyful sound,
good tidings ; because you know and feel that you
are totally lost, and' never can, in any respect,
restore your own souls from that wretched state!
In the gospel, you hear of divine blood to cleanse
you from all sin. But if no sins, what need of
this rich, cleansing, purifying fountain? O blessed
be God that I fecl myself a sinner! for the gospel
speaks ta none but perishing sinners: none other
can be delighted with the sound of it.  They
shall come that are ready to perish.” Hear, my
dear friends, to whom the gospel speaks, and of
what it speaks. O may the Lord enable you to
hear for your comfort! It is called,

1. The gospel cf salvation; (Eph. i. 13.) be-
cause it speaks of a salvation for those ready to
perish with wounds, bruises, and putrifying sores.
It says nothing of the creatures goodness—it
knows nothing of duties—it is one certain sound
of salvation, for those, whose hearts are black as
hell by sin '—4 salvation by grate !

2. Itis the gospel of the grace of God; (Acts
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xx. 24.) for it is the sound of a gracious cove-
nant, gracious promises, gracious displays of di-
vine power in the salvation of God's Israel—of
God—of his providing, appointing, and his to
discover and make known to the souls of poor
perishing sinners !

3. It is the glorious gospel; (1 Tim. i. 11.]
for therein is brought to lght the most glori-
ous objects—the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Christ. That in Christ
he is glorified in our pardon, justification, and
everlasting salvation!

4. It is called the gospel of the kingdom;
(Matt. xxiv. 14.) The news, the glad news of
the mighty conquest, that Christ, the King of
kings, hath made over the powers of sin and hell—
that he hath led captivity captive, that his ene-
mies shall all become his footstool, and that he will
erect his throne in the hearts of his people! A
kingdom which is righteousness and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost!

5. It is called the everlasting gospel; (Rev. iv.
16.) because it is the sweet sound of everlasting
love, everlasting mercy, an everlasting righteous-
ness, an everlasting pardon, an everlasting cove-
nant. O what a sweet gospel! Glad tidings indeed !
That the Lord loves freely, and receives graci-
ously the chief of sinners: those ready to perish—
broken in heart, bound in the spirit: and the
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comfort is, he loves them for ever'—No putting
away.

This is a short, but very true description of
the gospel in its simplicity. It is the gospel of
peace, of salvation, of grace, of the kingdom,
the everlasting gospel, the glad news of life, peace,
pardon, and acceptance with God, alone through
Christ. But the Bible says nothing of its being
the gospel of damnation ; that would be horrible
glad tidings! “ Cursed by the law, and damned by
the gospel,” is a term very often in the lips of some ;
but if this is not calling light darkness, and sweet
bitter, I know not what is. 1 would ask, of what
the gospel in its simplicity is composed? It is
composed of love, mercy, tenderness and pity,
peculiar to the heart of God! Its general sound
15, The Lord God, gracious and merciful, abun-
dant in goodness and truth; O sweet sound to
a sinner like me, who is all deformity and pol-

lution!

But if it damns the sinner that will not ac-
cept it, love must become hatred, mercy venge-
ance, and tenderness and pity the most unfeel-
ing rigour! But, blessed be my covenant God,
there is no such a change in his heart ; the gospel
is one sound, and one certain sound, that never
deceives, or leads astray, the sinner whose ear
God has apened, to know it to be a joyful sound.
The altogether lovely Jesus is exhibited in the

H
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gospel, in all the fulness of grace and love—par-
doning iniquity, transgression, and sins of the
deepest die! And, my dear fellow sinners

All the fitness he requireth
Is to feel your need of him ;
This he gives you—
*Tis the Spitit’s rising beam.

Your’s aftectionately,

W. W, H.

LETTER VII.

To the Church of Christ, meeting at Ebeneser
Chapel, Leicester.
July 1, 1804,
PEAR BRETHREN IN TRIBULATION,

WL are in a wilderness of trouble—trou
ble from which we shall never be exempt while
here below. The assaults of hell, the mumer-
able evils natural to ourselves, and the various
snares of this world, through the natural gravi-
tation of our hearts, combine against us in one
general body. 'The many painful wounds we re-
ceive from them, excite our cowardice and timidi-
ty ; while unbelief cries. “How shall we go up a-
gainst this mighty host!” The poor trembling
soul, from a view of the numerous snares and
dangers surrounding it, distressed cries, < 1 shall
one day fall by the hand of these terrible enemies!”
As the Lord gives encreasing light, in propor-
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tion does the enlighted soul see its weakness, and
Liability to fall; and I am persuaded that the
Lord permits his people to have various slips,
and thereby to be very much wounded, in order
to shew them what they are continually liable
to, and what would daily govern them, without
the interposition of his all-conquering grace.

But it is an infinite mercy, that at the same time
the Lord is leading us in a dark dreary path,
through various snares, temptations, and conflicts
with sin and hell, he not only teaches us the vile-
ness and weakness nataral to us, but leads us to
Christ, the rock of ages, for refuge. When we
take a retrospection of our lives, when we call
to remembrance the way in which the Lord has
led us, we are ready to say with wonder, < How
is it that I have escaped the many imminent dan-
gers I foolishly exposed myself to?” How is it that
I bave thus far held on in the ways of the Lord.r”

My dear friends, ungrateful as I daily feel my
heart, when I am thus led to contemplate, 1 can-~
not but acknowledge, with gratitude to Jesus, that
he has marvellously upheld me: and thatlanguage
in Isa. xxv. 4. is feelingly adopted, < Thou hast
been a strength to the poor, a strength to the
needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a
shadow from the heat, when the blast of the ter-
rible ones is as a storm against the wall!” And
he who has delivered will yet deliver from every
vell work. We have his own precious promise
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for it—a promise introduced with the greatest en-
couragement to approach him with boldness, and
tell him all our trouble; which has often afforded
me encouragement, and is still encouraging to my
soul. I shall therefore make such observations
upon it, as the Lord shall be pleased to enable me.

Psara 1. 15.
“Call upon me in theday of trouble, I will de-
liver theey, and thou shalt glorify me.”

I shall notice,

1. The gracious encouragement to pray. 1
need not observe to you, that there is much called
prayer, which is not considered so by the divine
Being ; neither is it esteemed prayer by one, who
feeling the hardness of his heart, is constrained
to acknowledge that he has often addressed the
Lord with his mouth, while his heart was far from
him. Such an one, sick of his own formality, can
never rest easy with any thing short of the life
and energy of spiritual prayer. His language is,
“1 will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with
the understanding also.”

Prayer is the breath of the new creature, by
whieh he tells God all his distress, and breathes
out his desires before him. How glaringly in-
consistent then to persuade and exhort a carnal
unrenewed man to pray!—to persuade one en-
tirely carnal to breathe out spiritual desires be-
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fore the Lord! They that are mn the flesh cannot
please God: and it is a miraculous work of the
Holy Ghost to spiritualize a sinner, and quicken
a dead soul. The natural man receives not the
things of the Spirit; and till he has reccived spi-
ritual things, I would ask, how he is to pray spi-
ritually? And can he regenerate and spiritualize
his own soul? "Till he has done this he cannot pray
spiritually. I would therefore observe,

1. That none can pray spiritually till they are
taught of God! [ know they may repeat words,
they may address God with their mouths, and
honor him with their lips, which is very easy to be
done. This Israel of old did, but what does the
Lord say of them? “When ye make many pray-
ers, I will not hear:” “In vain do ye worship
me.”  When he enters, by the power of his grace,
into an elect vessel, he teaches him to know that
notwithstanding the hundreds of petitions he has
formally repeated before God with his lips, he
never prayed in all his life. ““But thou hast not
called upen me, O Jacob,” saith the Lord. Isa.
xlii. 29.

2. That the Lord has engaged in covenant to
teach all his people to pray. There is no coven-
ant favor more largely spoken of than this of
Prayer, in the Bible; for there is none more pre-
cious. It is one of our highest privileges, and the
method God takes, in order to teach them topray,
is to bring them into trouble. Hear what he says
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in Zech. xiii. 8. “l will bring the third part
through the fire, and I will refine them as silver is
refined, and will try them as gold is tried”—O ye
tried souls! may this description of your case
encourage you! And hear the design of your
covenant Father in thus leaving vou in distress:
—he adds, *They shall call upon me, and I will
hear them.” A praying soul is a tried soul; na-
turally, none willery out till they feel snart, and
0 it 1§ in spiritual things; none will cry fervently,
unto the Lord till they feel spiritual anguish and
distress. Prayer is begging, petitioning, wrestling,
striving with the Lord, crying in the extremity of
want. Mark the difference between the publican
and pharisce—The one cried for mercy, and in
the anguish of his soul, he cried vehemently. The
other, though he stood up, and with his lips bless-
ed God for many things, never offered up a sin-
gle petition. ‘This is very observable. Con-
sequently it could not be prayer. (Dear Lord Rt
me be the poor sinuer, at mercy’s feet, never to
boast, save in the Lord Jesus, and his cross!)

Those who are thus taught to pray, come be-
fore the Lord with humility. The Lord has laid
his hand upen them, and brought them low.
They feel what they are, and where they arve.
Wretched, lost, ruined in themselves: But they
hear the sweet sound of mercy! That the Lord
delighteth in merey! He speaks with an inviting
voice: “Call on me in the day of trouble: Seek,
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened
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unto thee.” Poor sinner ! you who are overwhelm-
ed with grief, and with a thousand discourage-
ments in attempting to pray: who meet with so much
opposition from your own carnal, dark, foolish,
hard beart; in these invitations, my covenant God
speaks particularly to you, and intends it as a
word of encouragement, He has mereifully
brought you down from all your high flights of
fleshly joy and power; and laid you low in your
proper place.  Glory to his name for it.  Aund
having thus humbled you, he will most assuredly
afford you the consolations of his grace. God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble, (James iv. 6.) You now seck your dear
Lord sorrowing, but he will see you again, and
your joy shall be full,

God teaches bis people to pray sincerely and
ferveuntly : they pour out their hearts before him
(Psa. Ixii. 8.) Their's is the cry of the poor and
needy. The cry of the destitute; the sighing of
the prisoner. Such characters are serious in their
requests, feel what they express, and often send
up a poor broken petition unto the Lord with
their whole souls, when their tongue is never em-
ployed at all!

They pray in faith: ¢ Let him ask in faith,”
says James, ¢ nothing wavering.” When bowed
down under the ponderous weight of unbelief,
this passage has often distressed my soul, because
the Apostle says ““let him ask in faith,” and I
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found myself all over unbelief, but I had not 5
proper view of this excellent passage, for all the
time, though I was so pestered with unbelief,
I had the faith of God's elect and so haye
you, poor dejected sinner.~—You believe what
the writer to the Hebrews (ii. 6.) so strenuous-
ly insists upon; ¢ He that cometh to God, must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him.” You believe
that he is (or that he exists) as a God of justice
and holiness; this you have powerfully felt in
your conscience, and you are taught to beliecve
that he 1s a God of love and grace; this has re-
petedly encouraged you to pray; and you firm-
ly believe that to the soul which is taught to
make diligent search, he will reveal his love, and
shew his salvation, and this, I say, is an encou-
ragement for you to seck. This inward persua-
sion that there is mercy with the Lord, that he
may be sought after, is nothing short of those
cords of love, with which be is drawing you to

himself.

Farther, when the Lord gives a precious as-
surance of interest in his love, the sinner then
addresses him, in every time of trouble, as his
own God and father, and boldly pleads, upon the
ground of his oath and promise. Q, how sweet
it is to enter into these things within the veil,
and to say “Thou, O Lord hast promised, and
thou canst not deny thyself; deliver me for thy
loving kindness and for thy truth! For thy loving
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kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life. When God gives this precious faith,

It treads on the world and on sin;
It vanquishes death and despair;
And, O let us wonder to tell,

It overcomes heaven by prayer!

Then we come boldy to the throne of grace, and
in the cleft of the rock Christ, enjoy communion
with our God, while his goodness passeth bee
fore us.

May the Lord favor us with the spirit of sup-
plication this day, for Christ’s sake. Amen

I am your sincere friend, in gospel love,

W. W. H.

LETTER IX.

To the Church of Christ, assembled at Ebenezer
Chapel, Leicester.

July 7, 1804.
DEAR BRETHREN IN TRIBULATION,

OF all creatures upon the earth man is
the most miserable. He is a thinking being, with
a capacious mind, formed for reflection; and
through his apostacy from that God who cre-
ated him in his own image, is the miserable sub-

1
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ject of complicated woe. Although affliction com-
eth not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble
spring out of the ground; yet man is born unto
trouble, as the sparks fly upward. (Job v. 6, 7.)
Trouble is the common lot of all mankind, and
our short lives are variegated with disagreeable
changes, disappointments, and vexations of every
colour? Man that is born of a woman is of few
days, and full of trouble, (Job xiv. 1.) and yet, it
is a melancholy reflection, few as his days are, he
is so wedded to the earth that he seeks happiness
from it with as much eagerness as if God had
intended it for his everlasting habitation? Where
is the man, knowing his own heart, that does not
feel the weight of this observation® O, the anxie-
ty that the cares of this world create in our rest-
less minds! Cares, which are so many murder-
ers to soul-comfort! Notwithstanding, we have
to bless the Lord, that when he gives us a view
of his unalterable, and unavoidable will, in all our
afflictions, we can sing with WaTTs,

“ Qur lives thro’ various scenes are drawn,
And vex’d with trifling cares,

‘While thine eternal thoughts move on
Thine undisturb’d aftairs,”

But the saints of God not only participate with
the rest of mankind in the common afflictions at-
tending human life, they also have to encounter
those peculiar to the christian warfare, which are
exceedingly more afflictive and insupportable.
These are the afflictions intended by David, where
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he says of the wicked, “They are not in trouble
as other men.” (Psa. Ixxiii. 3. 5.) They are un-
acquainted with soul-trouble, but many are the af-
flictions of the righteous, (Psa. xxxvi. 19.) for the
Lord trieth the righteous, (Psa. xi. 5.) and maketh
them partakers of the afflictions of the gospel ac-
cording to the power of God. (2 Tim. i. 8.) And
when they are enabled to view them as afflictions
peculiar to the children of God, painful and disa-
greeable as they are, they possess a secret, and satis-
factory joy amidstall, that God hath counted them
worthy to suffer in his cause, and given them a
portion with his people. Looking up to the Re-
deemer for support and guidance, itis theirs to say,

How harsh soc’er the way,
Dear Saviour still lead on;
Nor leave us till we say,

« Father, thy will be done.”

But how often is it, on the other hand, when
they have forgotten their resting place, and lost
every proper view of their afflictions, that they are
ready to sink under their complicated pressure.
The sins of their nature, the treachery of a deceit-
ful heart, the wiles of the devil, the darkness that
their souls pass through, the want of an heart to
cry unto the Lord, and added to all this, a variety
of outward sorrows and reproaches, is enough to
sink them totally, so as to be able to rise ho more!
And but for an hope in mercy, and unbounded
goodness, the soul never could stand in this try-
ing contest! Never could survive this great fight
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of afflictions! I am led to make these observa~
tions by an interpretation, in my own soul, of

PsarLym xxvii 13.

I had fainted, unless I had believed, to see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

I had fainted at a view of what I see of my
own wretchedness, as a sinner. I had sunk under
the burden of my innumerable sins and transgres-
sions, but for an hope of seeing the goodness of
the Lord, in my pardon and deliverance. This
was David’s experience, and this was mine also,
when the Lord was pleased, by gradual discove-
ries, to show me the deceitfulness of my heart,
and what an unfathomable abyss of iniquity it con-
tains! When a poor sinner is thus cut down by
the sword of divine justice, condemned by the
Yuw, lashed by conscience, with a thousand self-
accusations, it is enough to make him faint! He
knows what sin is, he feels what it has done, and
the truth of that description given by Isaiah (ch.
i. 5.) of our fallen condition, is verified in him;
“The whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faint.” He takes up the lamentation of Jeremiah:
“The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto
us that we have sinned ! For this our heart is faint.”
(Lam. v. 15, 16.)

Now, my dear fellow sinners, you, who through
your ignorance of the infinite freeness of grace in
Chuist, have been looking inwardly for something
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good to recommend you to his favor; permit me
to ask, have you this recommendation, for it is the
only one you want: Are you feelingly acquainted
with your sinful malady? For Christ hath said,
““The whole need no physician, but those that
are sick.”  David does not say, I had fainted un-
less I had found some goodness in myselt, some
inherent holiness—but unless I had believed, to
see the goodness of the Lord! Christ was all the
goodness he wanted, for he alone saveth his peo-
ple from their sins, (Matt. i. 21.) This blessed
sound of salvation sometimes revives your fainting
soul.  You hear it with pleasure, and are elated
with the heavenly news; but, ere long, you are
taken with another fainting fit, occasioned by un-

belief.

Your mind, for a short season, has been more
peaceable and tranquil, and the Lord has bless-
ed you with a persuasion, that you shall, notwith-
standing all your sin and unworthiness, see his
goodness, which he caused to pass before Moses,
and which he will manifest to your soul. That
he will bring you into the land of the living, the
sweet land of gospel liberty, inhabited by those
who are alive to God, through the Lord Jesus
Christ. But now some fresh storm arises, the
enemy besets you with some new temptation—
your inward abominations, in a most hideous
form, rise up against you, apparently more pow-
erful than ever, and you conclude that there is
not another creature under the heavens so pol-
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luted, so unholy; which is a good ground for un-
belief to work upon. Now you question whe-
ther your convictions are from the spirit of God
—whether you ever had a real feeling knowledge
of yourself—whether you ever saw sin in its ex-
ceeding sinfulness, as it is known, and beheld by
the people of God—whether you are an elect
vessel of mercy, &c. These are the operations
of unbelief. In this state, when you hear the
glad tidings of a risen Jesus, who is yet alive as
your Saviour, the news appears too good, and
your cry is, he cannot love me, surely he has no
regard for such a wretch; I once thought he was
my Saviour, and was more comfortable in the per-
suasion that he would bring my soul out of trou-
ble; butalas! all hope seems to be cut off; for he
hath brouglit me into darkness, and not into light;
surely against me is he turned !

Notwithstanding all this you possess the faith
of God's elect, and feel an inward contest be-
tween these two principles. Faith contends for
Christ, and the riches of grace in him. This re-
vives your fainting soul, and, more sick of your-
self than ever, you go with greater humiliation
to the mercy-seat, fall low at the feet of Jesus, and
are obliged to acknowledge, that you have no
hope butin him! I am certain this is the state
of every sinner taught of God. “He putteth his
mouth in the dust: if so there may be hope:”
(Lam. xxix 3) Andlotw, and dqccted as you are
this is a precious hope.  Christ is more dear to
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you than ever, for you see clearly, that he must
be all in all! You would utterly faint in unbelief,
unless you believed to see his goodness.

The next fit of faintness I would notice, is that
of impatience ; which is naturally an enemy to
our comfort. Even in providence we are not will-
ing to wait God’s time ; and it is just.the same with
the soul that seeks Jesus; there is an hasty impa-
tience which wants to possess immediately the ob-
ject of the soul’s supreme desire; but hope is de-
ferred, and the heart is sick and faint, And now
you are ready, impatiently to say, it is in vain
that I seek God; I have no real profit in wait-
ing upon him! This is to learn you a very ne-
cessary lesson, that the Lord himself teacheth his
people to profit. No minister, no ordinances, can
prove in any way, profitable, till God makes them
so. But in the midst of all your impatience, faith,
which ever views the divine promises, revives you
repetedly. Patience is the effect of faith, andits
language is, “ Wait on the Lord, be of good cou-
rage, and he shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I
say, on the Lord.”

In pursuing this subject, I am led to enquire,
For what the children of God are ready to faint?
And, first,

They are ready to faint for the want of food.
“ Hungry and thirsty their souls fainted in them :”
(Psa. cvii. 5.) There is an innate craving of soul
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for the bread of life, but reduced to a state of
starvation, they are faint and ready to die. They
cannot feed upon unclean food; but, like thé
dove, must have pure grain. The husks of an out-
ward profession will not satisfy; they must have
the kernal; the meat of the gospel; savory meat,
such as their souls love! But there is a famine in
the land ! Thirsty, and the broken cistern of their
fleshly religion affords them no water! Their souls
are as the parched earth, that has been long with-
out rain. They are God’s poor and needy, who
seck water, and can find none! (Isa. xlv. 17.)

All they want is to be brought to Jesus ; to feed
on himn, whose flesh is meatindeed, and whose blood
is drink indeed. They want to be invited into the
marriage chamber, by the bridegroom himself, and
to be welcomed to the banquet of his love, in that
sweet and soul reviving language,  Eat, O friends,
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O, beloved I” (8. S. v.
1.) This is the refreshment, my friends, that vour
faluting souls long for: and in this famished state
your cry is, ““ My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth
for the courts of the Lord : (Psa. Ixxxiv. 2.) And
you had ere now, fainted entirely, but for that
precious faith which the ILord hath given you,
that you shall see his goodness, and taste his love!

In this state of spiritual famine, the sinner en-
deavours, by various means, to obtain comfort, but
finds his attempts fruitless ; and after all his labor,
has to lament that he is nothing better, but rather
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worse. You may find the unfeigned confession of
such a soul, in Jer. viii. 18. “ When I would com-
fort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint with-
in me.” Self-comfort will not do; the God of all
comfort, himself, must give you consolation, before
your weary mind will find any rest, or solid satis-
faction : which he does in such a way, as evidently
proves it was not on account of our diligence, but
of his own abounding grace in Christ?

This sickly state of soul, isattended with that
pain and anguish, which necessitates the sinner
to sigh, with earnestness, before the throne of
God. This, poor soul! you know to be a truth;
and the most you can say of your own experi-
ence, at this time, most probably is, ““ My sighs
are many, and my heart is faint:” (Lam. 1. 22.)
And O, how dissatisfied are you with your pray-
ers! Except when the Lord is pleased to afford
you particular enlargement of soul, you are inthe
gencral shut vp in darkness, and know not how
to approach God, on account of your ignorance
and stupidity! And you would entirely faint
were it not for that encouragement that the Lord;
in his word, gives you, to believe that your sup-
plications shall, sooner or later, be answered in
your deliverance. I'or he hath said, for your edi-
fication, “ Men ought always to pray, and not to
faint :” (Luke xviii. 1.) and he hath not given this
encouragenient in vain, for the promise is, I will
deliver, and thou shalt glorify me; and you be-

e
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lreve that you shall see the goodness of the Lord
n your confirmation in this precious truth, which
alone keeps you from fainting I know very well
you often talk of giving up all, and that it is im-
possible for you to persevere any further ; and can
assure you the Lord intends you should give up
all.  All your legal strife—all your attempts to
comfort your own soul: for he is now reducing
you to nothing but poverty and beggary, that you
may give up your whole soul into the arms of
his mercy, and find in him that love and com-
passion, that grace and power, which shall do all
for you, that you may sing of his goodness and
mercy for ever!

Now, probably, some of you, my dear friends,
are ready to reply, ‘1 am sensible I cannot help
myself; T know the Lord must do all for me, by
the power of his mighty love; but why does he
not deliver me, and reveal his loving kindness
powerfully to my soul, since Ilook alone to him ?
I have sought him but 1 cannot find him; I have
prayed, but he has given me no answer; Woe is
me now! for the Lord hath added grief to my
sorrow; “1 fainted in my sighing, and I find no
rest,” (Jer. xlv. 3.)

'The Lord has graciously done all this, to shew
yon, more visibly, your own weakness, and that
salvation belongeth unto him. Why did he per-
mit Jonah to be cast into the bowels of the great
deep, but that he might say, with wonder, love
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and praise, Sarvarion 1s or THE Lorp! And
thus God's people sink in deep waters, where there
15 no standing, that his saving arm may be made
bare in their deliverance. Your fainting in dis-
tress is a proof, even to yourself, of your debility
and, weakness: ““If thou faint in the day of ad-
versity, thy strength is small:? (Prov, xxiv. 10.)
and you have found it so. Job appeared a strong
man in the Lord, and doubtless he thought him-
self so: but it was before he was severely tried.
When God lays his hand upon the soul, the strong
are no more than the weak. Job had been a
professed comforter of others, but now is in such
darkness, temptations, and distress, that he is left
comfortless himself; and his friends, in this in-
stance, very justly said, *“ Behold thou hast in-
structed many, and thou hast strengthened the
weak hands ; thy words have upholden him that
was fallen, and thou hast ctrengthened the feeble
kneess but now it is come upon thee, and thou
faintest ; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled
(Job iv. 3, 4, 5.)

We are often constrained to say, when in a hap-
py state, my mountain stands firm, and 1 shall
never be moved ; but if the Lord hide his face, we
are immediately troubled. Alas! my dear friends,
what are we, when the Lord is pleased to lead us
into darkness, leave us to sink in deep waters, and
permit the powers of hell to assail our feeble souls!
But though he thus tries us, blessed be his name,
he will give strength equal to the trying day—he
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will be with us in six troubles, and in the seventh
he will not forsake us. I have found him faithful
to his promise to the present; although, with re-
ference to a variety of trying circumstances, I can
truly say, with David, ‘‘I had fainted, unles I had
believed to see the goodnes of the Lord, in the
land of the living.”

Having noticed the fainting circumstances of
the children of God; in my next, God willing, ]
shall treat of their support and deliverance. That
the Lord may bless this, in your real edification,
is the prayer of,

Your’s, aflectionately,

W. W, H.

LETTER X.
4o the Church and Congregation, assemdled at
Ebenezer Chapel, Leicester.
July 14, 1804.

MY DEAR PEOPLE,

THE Lord will not suffer his tried chil-
dren entirely to faint. The truth of this I can tes-
tify. For this I know, and no man shall stop me
in this boasting, in all the regions of Great Bri-
tain, that the Lord has established that religion in
my soul, which will stand the test of a dying hour!
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He has done those things for me, which never
can be undone by any of Satan’s temptations, the
world’s frowns, or the violent oppositions which I
daily meet with from the flesh!

And he has, moreover, given me authority to
glory in it. Thus saith the Lord, “ Let him that
glorieth glory in this; that he understandeth and
knoweth me, that I am the Lord, which exercises
loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in
the earth; for in these things I delight saith the
Lord :” (Jer. ix. 24.)

And he hath further declared, that his people
shall thus rejoice, and glory in him: (Psa. Ixiv.
10.) “The righteous shall be glad in the Lord
and shall trust in him; and all the upright in
heart shall glory.” This is not glorying in self,
but alone in Christ crucified. The apostolic,
boast was, “ By the grace of God I am what I
am.” In myself I am the chief of sinners: and
sirs, 1 feel what I now write—I am a sinner
throughout, contaminated and defiled; but, by
the grace of God, a pardoned sinner. What,
though my sins be as scarlet and crimson? I feel
the virtue of redeeming blood ! Free grace in Christ
hath cancelled them all!

In myself all unrighteousness : but, by grace can
look unto Jesus, and with the sweetest fami-
liarity call him, The Lord my righteousnes! In
myself I am a fool; 1 know nothing of spiritual
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things ; but Christ is made over unto me wisdom,
and the blessed Spirit hath made me wise in Christ!
In myself I am weak heyond description, butin
the Lord I have everlasting strength; and when
his power resteth upon me, I am then so strong
in the Lord, I can run througha troop, and by
my God I ean leap over a wall! (Psa. xviii. 29.)
in myself I am the most unstable of all creatures,
but by the grace of God in Christ, I can rejoice
in the stability of his unchangeable love, and ever-
lasting covenant! In myself I am the most miser-
able and unbhappy creature; the corruptions of
the flesh, the prevalence of carnal nature, the de-
ceitfulness of sin, the power of unbelief, the ope-
rvations of evil thoughts, all conspire to create mny
misery ; and believe me, my dear friends, not
one of you have greater reason to cry, ““I abhor
myself,” than I have: and I believe no poor soul
ever approached God's throne under a heawier
burden of sin, guilt, and shame, than I have been
obliged to do, a thousand times, since I have knowx
Jesus! “O, wretched man that I am!” has been
the lamentable language of my soul, and, such a
plaintive groaning has composed the greatest part
of my addresses at the mercy seat! But, by the
arack oF Gop, [ havesweet consolation in Christ!
“I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
with the mind I mysclf serve the law of God, but
with the flesh the law of sin!” (Rom. vii. £5.)

Christ, the fairest among ten thousand, has been
my comfort, my support, and my glory, ever since
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lie first drew my soul so sweetly to himself, by tlre
cords of love! O what did he do for me thent 1
will tell you, my friends, and though I make use
of familiar comparisons to convey my ideas, I
speak solemnly, seriously, thankfully; and what
1 really know for myself. He paid all my debts
due to the righteous justice of God, took me out of
the prison of darkness and soul distress, where I
had been fed with the bread and water of afflic-
tion, where my tears were my meat, dayand night.
He took off my filthy rags, and cloathed me with
the beautiful garments of salvation, and with the
robe of his righteousness; breught me into his ban-
queting house, spread the banner of his love over
me, and made me as happy as it is possible to be
this side of heaven! Aund, when all this is consi~
dered, you need not wonder at my glorying in
urm. O the happy time! when he thus looked
down upon me; it was, indeed, a time of love:
and when he graciously smiled and said, “ Live,”
my soul experienced life from the dead! And
now, though, in myself, I have repeatedly to la-
ment, such a miserable distance from God, that
my soul sits in darkness, and mourns as in sack-
cloth and ashes; yet in Christ T am continually
near him, and my God continually near to my
soul!

And thus T might proceed to shew what there
is in me, and what in Christ; but it is my parti-
cular wish to conclude in this, the subject 1 en-
tered upon last week ; 1 would only add, that til{
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vou are thus brought off every self-righteous foun-
dation. and are firmly established upon the rock,
the immoveable rock Christ, your comforts will be
momentary and fading. Let the inhavitants of
the rock sing; they are the people that sing the
Lord’s song, in the sweet land of spiritual liberty.
And, for my own part, I am determined not to
know anv thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified.

He it is who keepeth his people alive in fa-
mine, and, by an invisible and almighty power,
supports their weary and tried minds in the most
distressing circumstances, by a persuasion and
sweet hope, that they shall be delivered. And
which of you, my friends, who have known any
thing of spiritual trouble, but bave, in some in-
stance, reason to say, ‘“ 1 had fainted unless I had
believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the

lIand of the living.”

God's elect are a tried people, and faith is
termed the faith of God's elect; being peculiar to
them, and peculiarly exercised in the time of trial

You, who are shut up in that darkpess and
distress of mind, which I have represented, in the
preceding epistle, are, though often tempted to
give up all, encouraged and supported by a be-
lief in the goodness of the Lord. That, dark as
your state is, you shall one day see his face in
righteousness. Encouraged by the declarations
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of his grace and love, and by the deliverances
which he has wrought for others in similar cir-
cumstances, you cry unto the Good Shepherd,
“Thou art good and doest good; teach me thy
statutes.” (Psa. cxix, 68.) Dependent entirely
upon divine goodness (for you have none of your
own) through the extremity of your distress and
necessity of your case, you are obliged to resign
yourself up to him, to do with you as it seemeth
good in his sight; only putting in this plea, that
his goodness and mercy may be magnified in
your salvation!

And now, let me ask you; some of you, who
probably are ready to sink in despair at certain
intervals, if it is not a belief, or persuasion that
he will one day cause his goodness to pass before
you, which supports and keeps alive your faint-
ing souls?

Here is faith, and faith which the wounded
burdened sinncr alone is acquainted with. It
cleaves to the promises, and looks alone to the

unmerited goodness of the Lord to an unworthy
sinner !

I am persuaded that where God has given a
real sense of sin, helplessness, and innate wretch-
edness, the soul could not support under if, were
it not for a persuasion of grace and goodness in
the heart of Christ; which he so freely bestows,

L
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and so conspicuously magnifies in the salvation of
Israel. This encourages the soul to cry (though
a feeble cry indeed) incessantly unto him who is
able to save. What a striking difference between
the prayer of such a poor, helpless creature, whose
very soul dictates his expressions, and that of the
proud, self-righteous professor, who goes to pray-
er under the idea of performinga duty, and thinks
he is doing God service! The former is almost
afraid to open his mouth before the Lord, on ac-
count of his darkness and ignorance ; and nothing
but real necessity excites him thus to cry: the
latter, under a persuasion that he is considera-
bly gifted in prayer, expresses often what he never
felt, and thinks (whenever he gives it a thought)
that he shall be heard for his much speaking,

I bave sometimes heard a poor, darkened, and
distressed sinner make this complaint, “I fear
I am not taught of God, for I cannot pray. When
I attempt it, my heart is as hard as a stone, my
thoughts wandering, and my mind, upon the whole,
so bewildered that I cannot get to the Lord, nor
receive any soul-satisfaction.” Now if this is your
real state, if you are in distreess on this very ac-
count, I no more doubt of your being taught of
God, than I doubt the truth of God’s word. De-
cause, from this experience I learn, first, that God
has taught you to be sick of those prayers which
are of your own making. Secondly, that you must
be indebted to him for the spirit of prayer. Third-
ly, that the form and exercise of prayer will not
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satisfy you, except you feel your whole soul en-
gaged in it. And, fourthly, that, broken as your
petitions are, they certainly are of a right kind,
or you would not meet with such interruption
therein from the powers of darkness, neither
would Satan tempt you to believe, as he often does,
that God will not regard them. And after all your
distress concerning the poverty of your prayers,
you are blessed with faith to believe that you shall
see the goodness of the Lord in answering and
delivering you, or you would not, you could not,
persevere in offering your petitions before him.
Though you would tell me you have no faith, I
know better. I would ask you why you still at-
tempt to pray? And what mean those secret sighs
and groans which so often proceed from your
burdened mind, and ascend up to God? You
still continue to cry, upon a peradventure God
will hear ; you are persuaded, you firmly believe,
he is a God who answers prayer. And though
you feel yourzelf in a perishing state, for want
of strength and comfort of soul! your life is al-
most gone, and you are ready to faint; yet, when
it comes to a point, the Lord is pleased to give
you a fresh resolution to cry once more to him,
and probably your language is then something
like this,

Perhaps he will admit my plea,
Perhaps will hear my pray’r;
But if I perish, I will pray,
And perish onty there,
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And at such a trying time the Lord is pleased to
give you, perhaps, more enlargement of soul than
you have usually experienced; you drink of the
brook by the way, and experience some refresh-
ment from the sweet thought of free and unmerit-
ed gooduness in Christ; this revives your fainting
mind, and you are then persuaded, from this token
of good, that you shall yet praise him for the light
of his countenance, and as your own God. Thus
precious faith in the goodness of God supports
and bears up the poor weary soul, even before
deliverance comes. And this faith is not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God. Glory to him for it.

2. One who has enjoyed the love of God for
himself, is equally ready to faint when troubles
arise. LEven at the same time that he knows the
pardon of his sins in Christ, how distressing is the
sin of his nature, when permitted to prevail
against him; and when left of the Lord, whata
poor creature he feels himself to stand in fiery
contest with the powers of hell! ie is then ready
to faint, even though persuaded that he is a child
of God. Paul is a striking example of the truth
of this; when the thorn of the flesh, the messen-
ger of Satan buffeted him. This sent him with
cries and groans to the mercy seat, and, strong
as he was before, when this temptation came on
him, bhe had fainted, but for that support which
the Lord afforded him, by this gracious declara-
tion, “ My grace is sufficient for thee.” He was
enabled to take God at his word;—he believed
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he should see his go~dness, in the accomplish-
ment of this promise, and it was this inward per-
suasion, of God’s goodness, in his deliverance,
which prevented him from fainting!

This blessed persuasion of seeing God's good-
ness in future, has often been a wondeiful sup-
port to my poor tempest-tossed soul! When, like
Jacob, I have Dbeen ready to say, “all these
things are against me,” such precious Scripture
as this has revived me, “ All things work to-
gether for good to those that love God, to those
who are the called according to his purpose.”
When faith has been in exercise, I have been
able to look through the gloomy cloud, and be-
bold the Lord, who is my sun and shield, shining
resplendently, in his infinite wisdom, that has seen
fit to appoint all my troubles and crosses!

I have here given you a short description of
the power of that faith which God giveth, that
bears up, and keeps the soul from rainting in
trouble. This is the like precious faith by which
those ancient worthies, in Heb. xi. did so many
excellent and wonderful things.

It is a sweet belief that the God of grace will
do all things for me—that he will confound, and
put to silence, all that rise up against ine, biing
me out of trouble, make darkness light befcre
me, and guide y feet in the paths of peace and
righteousness, May the Lord thus increase our
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faith, while in this vale of trouble, that we may
pray in faith, walk by faith, stand on the rock of
ages by faith, and by faith fight and conquer,
through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Your's in the love of Christ,

W. W, 1L

LETTER XL

To the Church and Congregation assembled at
Ebenezer Chapel, Leicester.
July 2%, 1804,
DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LORD,

THROUGH the captivating, and over-
coming stratagems of our spiritual enemies, we
are often led captive in the slavish chains of a
fear, that the ILord, in anger, hath shutup his
tender mercies, and his forgetful to fulfil Lis cove-
nant promises. This fear prevents communion
with God, burdens the gloomy mind, and corredes
every drop of spiritual consolation. If we cry
unto God, it is not with the votce of praise and
thanksgiving ; but in the complaining tone of
afflicted David, “ Why standest thou afar ofi
O Lord? Why hidest thou thyself in times of
trouble?” (Psa. x.1.) The Lord's absence, the
ewrt's impreguable hardness, the motions of sin
in the flesh, the inactive, negligent state which
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the mind is now sunk into, all combine to Treate
a persuasion that God does not deal with us as
with his children. And this is a very favourable
opportunity for the grand ememy to attack the
soul. Though he may be strong and terrific. as
a lion, I am persuaded he ever acts the part of a
coward, by attacking the weak, and falling upon
them when they are down. You no sooner get
into a dull uncomfortable frame of mind, but he
represents your state as singular, or will tell you
if you were a child of God it would not be thus
with you, and even without his suggestions you

are ready enough to say, “ All these things are
against me.”

““ But, beloved, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you, but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings.” (1 Pet. iv. 12.) He, himself, stood the fiery
test of the devil’s most violent assaults; and shall
you and 1 think to escape themr No. Shall we
expect to be christians indeed, and remain stran-
gers to the christian warfare? Can we expect a
smooth and easy path, when our Redeemer trod
a rough one? Ilas he not described it in his
Word, as a thorny way? He does not say,
“’Through much ease and pleasure,” but ““ Through

much tribulation, we must enter into his king-
dom.”

'The exhortation is, “ Endure bardness as geod
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soldiers of Jesus Christ:”  What know vou aboyt
contests with sin and hell ? If] indeed, you ever
enlisted under the Redeemer’s banner, you have
had many an hard struggle with his enemies!
And you are not yet to put off your armour. If
you live, you will be repeatedly called into the
field of battle, and sometimes will be so com-
pletely vanquished, that your enemies will leave
you bleeding upon the ground! Your faith will
be shaken, your hopes cut off, your hands so fee-
ble that you will be totally incapable of action,
and your heart so dismayed within you, that your
very life will appear upon the verge of depar-
ture! Talk with some of the old soldiers that
have been engaged in this war, and they will give
you wonderful accounts of the subtlety, dexterity,
and artful manceuvres of our enemies. The
strong opposition of the will of the flesh, to the
divine will; the violent hostility of carnal pas-
sions, against the graces of the blessed Spirit;
hard thoughts of God ; slavish fears; vain
thoughts; hardness of heart; with a great va-
riety of other foes of our own houshold — and
these, headed by the prince of the powers of dark-
ness, have so wounded them as to bring upon
them a complication of dreadful disorders! Such
as unbelief, apprehensions of God's anger, dark-
ness of soul, lifelessness at the throne of grace,
inactivity in the ways of God, carnality in his
worship; and these disorders are accompanied
with such mental debility, that the poor wounded
creature finds himself dispossessed of all spiritual
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strength, and with an aching heart complains,
“To will is present with me, but how to perform
that which is good I find not.” He would pe-~
ruse the scriptures, pray feelingly, spiritually, and
heartily; love the people of God, delight in, and
enjoy their company; love Christ, bless him,
praise and adore his grace, worship him spiri-
taally, trust Lim for all, cast his cares upon him,
and leave soul and body, without any fear, in his
hands. Bur—Q), distressing but!—how to per-
form that which is good he does not find. He
does not want to perform any thing upon the
principle of the merit-monger. But he knows it
is a good thing to draw near to God. He wants,
to trample on sin and hell, by faith in the blood of
the Redeemer, and triumphantly say, ¢ This God
i1s my God for ever and ever, he will be my guide,
even unto death.” With sweet, and affectionate
sensations to walk hand and heart with God, in
covenant enjoyments, is the insatiate thirst and
desire of his soul; and on this account, he cries
and laments before the Lord. Let professors say
what they please about their duties, and religious
performances, 1 am sure of this, that the soul ex-
ercised in the way I bave attempted to describe,
wants nothing but the enjeyment of God, in his
covenant love and grace; and the Holy Ghost
hath created in him such a spiritual thirst, that
every thing short of this enjoyment, however re-
ligious and excellent they may appear in the eyes

M
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of others, are only calculated to render him the
more wretched !

Now, my dear friends, observe the very dis-
tinguishable difference between the formal pro-
fessor, and a soul blessed with a knowledge of
its self, and an insatiate thirst for the enjoy-
ment of God. I would endeavour to contrast
these two distinct characters upon the ground of
their motives in attempting to pray. I have al-
ways, ever since I have been feelingly acquainted
with the power of godliness, considered prayer
as one of the most distinguishing characteristics
of a child of God. A man of God is a man of
much prayer! But his prayer, in the general, is
secret, when no eye seeth him but the Lord.
And he often, I believe, even in company with
his fellow mortals, has his heart up to God, with
secret and fervent cries!

The formal professor prays from a most des-
picable self-righteous motive, in order to please
God, by the performance of what he calls his duty.
I know for myself, before I felt my ruined sinful
condition, that though I attempted to pray many
times in a day, it was not from a sense of spiritual
want; but from a persuasion that the Lord would
be pleased with me, for my diligence and piety.
My cry was not then “Save, Lord, or I perish!”
but a repetition of unfelt sentences, to obtain the
divine favour and approbation. But now, mark
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the difference, you that know the plague of your
own hearts, and hear what distinguishing grace
has done for you! Acquainted with the inward
warfare of the real christian, you are led to the
gracious throne :

1. Under a humiliating sense of your dead-
ness. You want life and animation of soul.
You feel your want of this sweet life; and sen-
sible that it is only in Christ, and that you must
derive it from him, your prayer is, ‘‘Quicken
me, O Lord, for thy name sake; for thy righte-
ousness sake deliver my soul from trouble.”
Now, after all your doubts, tell me, do you think
nature dictates these cries, or prompts you thus,
through feeling necessity, to apply to Christ for
quickening grace? No, if this is your real heart-
felt prayer, be assured it is the Spirit'’s work thus
to help your infirmities, with groanings which
you cannot express!

2. Your darkness and ignorance, sensibly felt
and lamented, cause you to cry unto the Lord,
who is the fountain of light, the sun and shield of
his people, the sun of righteousness, who has pro-
mised to arise upon them with healing in his
wings (or beams) You are dark and miserable
without the light of this glorious sun; and there-
fore your prayer is, * Counsider and hear me, O
Lord, my God, lighten my eyes, least I sleep the
sleep of death,” (Psa. xiii. 8.)
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3. On account of your unbelief, inﬁdelity,
and hard thoughts of God, you go before him
through real necessity. Through the prevalency
of these evils your heart is overwhelmed within
you, and feeling your inability to rise superior to
their horrid attacks, you cry unto the Lord,
“ Lead me to the rock that is higher than L[.”
Such complaints really felt in the soul, and sin-
cerely lamented before the mercy seat, bespeaks
the almighty power of God, in giving the spirit
of supplication. Thus I might proceed to shew,
in numerous instances, that the prayers of God’s
Israel are the prayers of necessity, and herein they
are distinguishable from those of all the pharisees,
bypocrites, and formalists upon earth! And I
would once more ask, Can it be supposed that
carnal nature dictates these petitions? If so, from
whence arises the opposition you inwardly feel in
attempting to approach the Lord. Carnal na-
ture is certainly an enemy to all spiritual prayer;
and, therefore, will ever oppose you in it. so far as
permitted. Hence it is very clear to me, that a
supernatural agency dictates those cries for de-
liverance and comfort, in your burdened and op-
pressed minds.

Some of you, perhaps, at this time, are ready to
say, *‘I fear after all, that my prayers are not
those dictated by the Divine Spirit. For when I
attempt to pray my mouth is almost stopped: I
know not what to say. And though I am ex-
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tremely uncomfortable in my mind, and feel that
I am altogether destitute of life, light, love, and
every thing good, I am so stupified with my
carnal hard heart, that T can scarcely utter ten
words before the Lord, and those apparently
to no purpose.”

In reply to this complaint, I have to say, that
it bas been repeatedly my own experience to tne
present day. And 1 bless the Lord that he has
made you acquainted with the same most distress-
ing sensations, by which we are assured that we
cannot pray when we please. That we are in-
debted to the Lord for the spirit of supplication.
Yet I would observe that some of these poor
broken petitions, that we scarcely know how to
utter, are more acceptable to the Lord, and com-
prehend more real prayer, than those which are
expressed with greater fluency of speech. Is not
spiritual prayer called ‘“ Groanings which cannot
be uttered ”

I have often wished, had it been his blessed
will, that the ILord would have thus stopped
the mouths of some that I have heard at prayer
meetings; who have spent a long time in vain
repetitions, till, probably, the people assembled
have been almost ready to fall asleep! Long
prayers are not to edification; and our Lord
hath said, ‘ Use not vain repetitions.” In ex-
posing the long, formal prayers of the pharisee,
he says, ‘“They think they shall be heard for
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their much speaking.” A proof that Christ ob-
jects to much speaking, and decidedly expresses
his disapprobation of long prayers. There may
be seasons when the soul is extraordinarily led
out to plead with God, but I believe, that in ge-
neral, when a sinner prays fervently, knowing his
wants, and feeling his expressions, his prayers are
very short and compreheasive; and I may add,
very prevailing with the Lord!

That the Lord delighteth in importunity is
plain from the scriptures. May he say unto you
this day, “Seek ye my face,” and then I know
you wiil reply, to his soul-quickening command,
“ Thy face Lord will we seek.” Praying souls
have nothing to fear; though, in deep distress,
they often fear every thing; but the Lord will
hear and deliver them, that they may glorify him.
He has never said to the seed of Jacob, seek my
face in vain. When the poor needy soul seeks
water, and finds none, and his tongue even faileth
for thirst, will the Lord leave him to perish? No.
his sweet promise is, “I the Lord will hear him,
I the God of Israel will not forsake him;” This
is God’s own promise, and must be fulfilled—and
observe the distinguished character to whom the
promise extends. Not the rich, the virtuous, the
pious, but the poor, the needy, you that have no-
thing, and can find no living water of ¢omfort,
but whose tongues even fail for thirst. These are
your recommendations to the notice of the God
of grace, if you must have recommendations !
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Your poverty, darkness, ignorance, filthiness, un-
worthiness, weakness, &c. &c. are the only re-
commendations that I know of; and these he
himself gives you a knowledge of, or you had
neither felt them nor seen them. And the Lord
says positively, to such as answer to this descrip-
tion, “I will hear them; I will not forsake them!”
You may rely upon his word of grace; he
never yet deceived the soul that has been enabled
to trust him for all, and look to him for every
thing.

That this may be your happy case, is the prayer
of your affectionate friend, and willing servant,
for Christ’s sake,

W. W. H.

LETTER XIL

9o the Church and Congregation assembled in
Ebenezer Chapel, Leicester.

July 28, 180¢.
DEARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD,

1 HAVE often been sensibly struck with
that common, but very ignorant assertion, of
many professors of christianity, It is of little
consequence what we believe, provided we do
but love and oley Geod.” DBut even upon the
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ground of human rationality, we cannot expect
that men should obey the truth, till they are
taught to beiieve it; nor love God till they are
acquainted with him.  To know, believe, and
obey the trath, is a matter of such essential im-
portance, that their damnation is pronounced in-
evitable, who live and die ignorant of it! * Be-
cause they received not the love of the truth that
they might be saved. And for this cause God
shall send them strong delusions, that they should
believe a lie, that they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in un-
righteousness.” (2 Thess. ii. 10, 11, 12.)

The apostle here had been prophetically treat-
ing upon anti-christ’s rise and reign, with that
flood of errors which he would pour out of his
mouth; and declares that the enemies of God,
who had not received the love of the truth, should
thereby be ensnared : and all this by the permis-
sion of God himself; nay, he boldly tells us that
God shall send them strong delusions; which
agrees with the declaratlon of the Lord, by the
mouth of the prophet Micah: “‘ If a man walking
in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will
prophecy unto thee of wine and of strong drink,
he shall even be. the prophet of this people.” On
the other hand, we are positively assured that
God’s people are led into the truth, know the
truth, love the truth, keep the trath, obey the
truth and walk in the truth. Therefore nothing
can be plainer than this, that as a total ignorance
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of the precious truth as it is in Jesus, demon-
strates a man dead in trespasses and sins, a sweet
experimental knowledge of it is an evident proof
that his soul is enlightened and quickened by di-
vine grace. Then, sirs, the enquiry is solemn and
important, What is truth? and what is it to have
a real experimental knowledge of its power and
preciousness? I feel the importance of the sub-
ject, and my soul is animated with its intrinsic
excellency. O what a blessing to be feelingly led
into the truth! What an insuperable pleasure to
live in the comfortable enjoyment of it!

Not a single grain of divine truth is received
by a child of God without much opposition.
Carnal reason will ever raise vain disputations
against it, and as you advance in a knowledge of
it, datan will dispute every inch of ground with
you; and through a natural love and propensity
to error, you will often feel rising within you, even
an indignation against it!

Knowing his own ignorance, the consequence
of error, and the importance of receiving the truth
in the love of it, the soul graciously led and in-
structed, cannot receive any thing as genuine
truth, without the broad seal of heaven upon
it—a thus saith the Lord, in his word, accom-
panied by the confirmation of the Spirit in his
own experience. Herein the child of God evi-
dently differs from all careless, carnal professors,

N
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with whom it is very unimportant what they be-
lieve; he makes the most earnest enquiry after
truth, searches for it as for hidden treasure, and
examines every part of it with the most critical
disquisition. I well recollect the time, when un-
der great soul-concern, unestablished in the trath,
halting between two opinions, knowing not what
or who to believe, and with a variety of different
creeds proposed to my credence and reception,
that my soul was sorely dejected least I should
be deceived! Truth was then of the highest im-
port with me. But what was the result of all this?
What tendency had it Why, in this great and
perplexing dilemma I was led to the poor sinner’s
best asylum, the mercy seat of Jehovah, who had
taught my soul to make diligent search for his
own truth, and there my cry was something like
David’s, ¢ Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead
me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.”
(Psa. xxvii. 11.) And from what the Lord has
since done for my soul, in leading me into his
precious truth, I am counfident no regencrated
person can sit down easy by any thing as truth,
but what God himself teaches him, and he must
have the plain word of God for it. The Lord
gives him to feel the truth of his precious word
iu his very soul! And now, my beloved friends,
I shall shew, from the word of God, as he may
give ability, what truth is, and how the mau of
God is led into it.

1. Christ calleth Limself ¢he ¢ruth, (John xiv.
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6.) because he is the sum and substance of the
word of truth. He is the truth of all the prophe-
cies and promises of a covenant God. And till a
sinner receiveth Christ Jesus the Lord, he cannot
receive the truth.  When he knows Christ, he
knows the truth of election, redemption, divine
pardon, &c. which he never satisfactorily knew
before.

2. The blessed Spirit is the all-wise teacher of
divine truth, which Christ bhath promised to his
people; (John xvi. 13.) “ Howbeit when be, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth.” A man may learn truth systematically
from the bare letter of the word, but can never
know it, in its power and excellency, without
the supernatural agency of the Spirit,

Men are so fallen and depraved, that they
have disputed against the very being of God!
But what does the poor sinner think of this so-
lemn truth, when his divine wrath breaks in upon
his conscience, and the terrors of the Almighty
make him afraid? No atheism can exist in the
soul, or existing, dares not to shew its monstrous
head, when the hand of God is thus, day and
night, heavy upon the condemned sinner! He
feels that there is a God against whom he hath
sinned, who is full of terrible majesty!

The fallen, ruined, helpless state of wretched
sinful man, is a truth plainly revealed in the
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Scriptures: but who really believe it? Those, and
those only, who are taught to feel it a truth, by
the secret operations of the convincing Spirit.
Though the word of God 1is very plain upon it,
you cannot offend men more than to tell them,
they are so carnal, unclean, averse to God; so
weak, helpless, dead, and at such distance from
God, that they can by no means help themselves;
that the performance of their duties will do no-
thing toward their salvation; that thev cannot
come to Jesus, till Mercy takes them in hand, and
powerfully carrics them there, in spite of their
own carnal will, and proud rebellious nature.
These things always did, and always will give of-
fence, to men untaught by divine grace.

But when God gives the soul to feel all this,
he cannot then deny it; though his proud nature
is unwilling to acknowledge it, and wants to
claim some goodness, and some little power, yet
his own feclings testify against him; and clearly
evince the truth of what the Bible says of his
fallen condition. Herein the Word and Spirit
beautifully harmonize! And on this very ac-
count the word of God is called, “A discerner of
the thoughts, and intents of the heart.” (Heb. 1v.
12.) For where Ged has broken up the sinful
recesses of the heart, the same dismal things are
felt and lamented, which God’s Word declares to
be in the corrupt nature of man.

The saving power, and exceeding preciousness
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of Christ, cannot be cordially received as truth,
till the need of him is felt. And then the soul
cries—I would see Jesus; for I want him to be
my wisdom, my power, my rightecusness, my life,
my all; but I feel I have no ability to go to him,
nor to receive him, as some talk, by exercising
faith; 1 have no faith to exercise, no heart to
love him, no spirit of energetic prayer to call up-
on him: but am a poor, dead, barren, lifeless
creature ! Now soine of you, with these very
feelings, will tell me, you fear you know nothing
in reality about precious fruth. Dut give me
leave to tell you, that, with this experience, you
are better able to explain numerous passages in
the Bible, than half the preachers in Great Dri-
tain!

For instance, that sweet passage, “No man
can quicken his own soul” Have you not the
trath of it in your own experience? For you
have, in various ways, endeavoured to quicken
your own soul, but you find it fruitless labour;
you are as dead and stupid as ever you were;
and no wonder, for while the soul attempts to
help itself, God will afford it none, but keeps at
a distance, to teach it fresh lessons of human
weakness. “No man, saith Jesus, can come un-
to me, till the Father draweth him.” A truth
vou and I once opposed, and despised; but which
we are now glad to acknowledge, from what we
daily feel; and our cry is—* Draw me, we will
run after thee!” If all men knew their own
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hearts, there wouid not be a man in the world
professing to believe the doctrines of free will,
and human merit. It is ignorance of their own
corrupt, depraved hearts, that causes men to
boast of power to come to Jesus, to love God
and delight in him; and, by their own exertions,
to procure for themselves the presence of God!
Thus, with such great swelling words of vanity,
they deny a fundamental truth of God's Word,
which he has mercifully taught you.

For my own part, I had rather be the poor,
dark, tried, afflicted sinner, without a ray of light,
or drop of comfort, than the proud pharisee with
all his boasted purity and consolation; for I know
they are of a spurious kind. That purity of con-
science, and sweet consolation, which alone can
satisfy me, must be genuine and unadulterated,
flowing alone from the fountain of a precious
Jesus!

It is very evident that no one part of God’s
truth can be cordiaily received, till the sinner
feelingly knows his own heart;—tll he feels his
captivity, he will never look to Jesus for liberty;
—till he is burthened with sin, he will never cry
unto him for pardon. You could never read the
Bible with understanding, till you knew the plague
of your hearts. Now when you read in that
blessed volume, the various striking descriptions
of the vanity and baseness of the human heart,
you can attest the truth of it; and at the same



LETTERS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 95
time, bless the Lord that he hath, in his Word,
described the stubbornness of your will; the bar-
renness of your mind, with all your weaknesses,
darkness, ignorance, doubts, fears, and misgivings
of heart! And that he has not only described
your case so minutely, but speaks comfortably
and mercifully, in his precious Word, to those
who thus know, feel, and lament, before him, that
they are all as an unclean thing, and that their in-
lquities, like the wind, have taken them away!

I have here particularly enlarged upon the
knowledge of the truth of the fall, from a consi-
deration that almost every error introduced into
the Church of God, in any age, has sprung from
ignorance of the dead, helpless, hopeless state of
a sinner, till Mercy undertakes his cause.

From such ignorance, men, in our day, are
preaching and contending for free will and the
performance of various duties, as introductory to
the favour of God. And are exhorting dead sin-
ners to do that which nothing short of a Divine,
Ahwighty Power can effect! Now, if such men
really knew the plague of sin, they certainly would
honesily tell poor souls, their fallen, helpless con-
dition; and proclaim, instead of creature duties,
covenant favours, boundless mercy, redeeming
blood, and quickening grace; and with the faith-
fulness of a man of God, declare plainly and
publicly, that «“ It is not of him that willeth, nor
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of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth
mercy.” With an hope, that I shall be enabled
to resume this subject next week,

I remain, till then, dear friends,
Your’s, faithfully in the truth,

W. W, H.

LETTER XIIL

To the Church and Congregation assembled in
Lbenezer Chapel, Leicester.

Aug. 4, 1804,
MOST ENDEARED FRIENDS,

I RESUME the animating subject of Di-
vine Truth, with an humble hope, under the gra-
cious blessing of cur covenant God, of promating
your real consolation, rousing your zeal, and re-
viving wour unfeigned love for that invaluable and
delightful object.

When [ contemplate the degenerated, ignorant,
and lifeless condition of the professed churches
of Christ, the lukewarm and lethargetic conduct
of even those that I hope have the root of the
matter in them, and the violent and almost wui-
versal opposition that sacred truth continuaily
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meets with, I am ready to cry with the weeping
-prophet, “Truth is perished, and is cut off from
their mouth.” (Jer. vii. 28.)

From whom do we now hear the enquiry, What
is truth? How few regard the exhortation of the
Lord, “Love the truth and peace.” (Zech. viii.
19.) Nevertheless, as the Lord never speaks in
vain, those who are addressed in this exhortation,
have divine love shed abroad in their hearts by

~the Holy Ghost; who teaches them to know the
truth, in order that they may love it. It is im-
possible to love an object till there is a knowledge
of it. When truth, in its power and precious-
ness, is known, then, and not till then, is it affec-
tionately embraced. And though in this day of
small things, iniquity abounds, and the love of
many of God’s children waxes cold, Jehovah has
a seed that still serves him, a little flock to whom
he is resolved to give the kingdom. These are
very emphatically termed, “The righteous nation
that keepeth the truth.” They have received it,
in the love of it; and it is from daily experience
of its sterling worth, that they prize it above the
richest treasure. I have already shewn, in my
last letter, that the Lord teaches his people the
truth, by giving them to feel the power of it in
their own souls; and that it is no less than an
Almighty work of grace, for a sinner to be brought
to a free acknowledgment of the truth of those
parts of the Divine Writings, which so clearly re-
)
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present the fallen, and helpless condition of man,
We read in the blessed volume of truth, of a car-
nal and perverse will, perpetnally hostile to the
will of God;—of ignorance in the extreme—that
the world, by wisdom, know not God;—af en-
mity in the human heart, to God and godliness ;—
of inward rebellion against the [Mivine Being;—that
the human heart is naturally a barren, unieeling
heart of stone. These things are plainly spoken
of, and powerfuily insisted upon, by the inspired
writers. DBut the question is Who gives a real,
hearty assent to this dezcription of the human
heart? The reply is easy:—Those who feel the
truth of it. And such heartfelt humble acknow-
ledgment of human depravity, is laid down in
God's Word, as an infallible evidence, that the
truth of God dwelleth in that soul. John says,
positively, “If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us;”
clearly intending, that if we are really convinced
of our helpless and depraved state, by feeling,
daily lamenting, and confessing, with humble con-
trition, and compunction of soul before God,
those evils which his Word declares to be natu-
ral to man, and which cause his people to groan,
Leing burthened with them, we have the truth of
God dwelling in us.  Nothing can be mere plain-
ly expressed. (O ye sin-despairing souls; may
the Lord enable you to take encouragement from
this precious declaration, and render it effectual
in removing your gloomy fears, and desponding
thoughts, which prevent you from rejoicing in the
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truth. I shall now proceed to shew, that the
truth of redemption, by the blood of Christ, is on-
ly kihown as the powerfal effects of it are felt and
experienced upon the sinner’s conscience. When
everlasting love exhibits a bleeding Saviour, the
truth of that infinitely sweet passage is known,
because feit and enjoyed; ““The blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin.” John knew
the truth of it, by & most wonderful deliverance
from guilt, and alleviation from spiritual distress;
—from the sweetest sensations of spiritual com-
fort, and the most luxuriant enjoyment of divine
love!

And be assured, my brethren, this takes place
in a way that the poor, dark, tried, doubting sin-
ner never expected.

Some of you, probably, are expecting some-
thing miraculous to take place, if ever you rejoice
in Christ. It certainly 1s a miracle of grace for
the conscience, the wounded, burdened consci-
ence, to be freed from that complicated load of
sin with which it is afflicted. But it is not in the
way that some persons would give you to expect.
When God proclaims pardon by the blood of
Christ, he does not speak with an audible voice,
heard by the outward ears: neither does he in-
wardly apply the very blood shed on Calvary, as
some of his people expect. But when I speak of
an application of that precious blood, I mean,
(and the Secriptures intend no more) an inward
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knowledge given by the enlightening Spirit of
God, of what that blood does for a poor sinner.
It is a discovery made to the soul of the love of
God in a crucified Christ. But how it is per-
formed, he knows not? ¢ The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound there-
of, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whi-
ther it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit.”  These are the Lord’s own words, which
are a clear proof, that he who is born of the Spi-
rit, knows not how the work is performed; yet he
knows that it is done, by its happy and most com-
fortable effects! Ie feels his conscience easy,
because his sins are gone, and the Lord, the God
of love, is smiling upon him with compassion,
tenderness and delight. He has such sweet per-
suasion of God’s love to his soul, that he is com-
forted on every side.

1 know, when the Blessed Spirit first proclaim-
ed redemption to me, my heari was melted un-
der a sense of his amazing love. The glad tid-
ings of justice satisfied, sins blotted out, unright-
eousness removed, and an everlasting righteous-
ness brought in, and put upon me by imputation,—
these glad tidings, so powerfully proclaimed, won
my heart to Jesus—melted me down at his feet—
removed my fears, my unbelief and infidelity; and
I was then most confidently assured, that my Re-
deemer lived, and that I had eternal life in him.
This is called a receiving the atonement—know=
ing the love of Christ— washing in the fountain
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which the Lord hath opened for sin and unclean-
ness—a being made nigh to God by the blood of
Christ!

Where this takes place in a soul, redemption
becomes a most glorious theme; and such as are
thus experimentally taught to know this sweet
truth, will not, cannot, say that the blood of
Jesus was shed in vain! They know that his
blood cleanses from all sin; hence it is plain to
them, that those who are thus cleansed can never
perish.—That those for whom Christ died can
never come into condemnation!

This truth is no longer doubted or disputed by
such a soul, because the powerful effects of it are
an inward and incontestable testimony, that we
have redemption through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.

(Eph. i. 7.)

In like manner, every fundamental truth must
be received with power, and demonstrated to the
soul by the Holy Spirit, before a poor ignorant
sinner can comprehend them, or will cordially em-
brace them. Men may forge a thousand argu-
ments in defence of a carnal man’s natural ability
to believe and embrace the Truth; and there will
ever appear, to unrenewed men, great plausibility
in their reasoning: but it is enough for me to be
assured in God’s Word, and to have the truth of
it confirmed by the Holy Ghost in my own expe-
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rience, that the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish-
ness unto him : neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned. (1 Cor.
i, 14.)

It 1s the work, and covenant office of the
Blessed Spirit of Truth, to guide his people into
all truth; and as he teaches, they learn; as he
guides and directs, they make advancement in
the knowledge of sacred tsuth. And he that
hath received his testiinony, hath set to his seal
that God is true. (John 1ii. $3.) While carnal
professors are disgusted with plain gospel truths,
experimentally opened and preached, he can lay
his hand upon his heart and say, *“My own ex-
perience corroborates the truth of what I hear,
which is abundantly confirmed by the Scriptures,
and therefore I can bear testimony that it is the
truth of God.”

So far as God hath taught us, so far we can
testify the truth, as it is in Jesus, and ne farther.
Those who are thus feelingly led into truth, differ
from others who have only received it notionally,
m that they never can give it up, or bear to hear
it dishonoured and trampled upon by heterodox
and corrupt doctrines.—I defy a person experi-
enced in the truth of God, to sit under the
sound of error with any comfort; and for my own
part, I cannot conceive how such an one can sit
under the sound of it at all.
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The truth of God is so applicable to the state
of oue wio is brought to nothing in his own
esteern, that any thing which is in the least calcu-
lated to eclipse the glory of that precious truth,
immediately meets with his most decided dis-
approbaticn.  Ilis zeal and love for truth, his
hatred aund iudignation to ervor, are all roused
immediately, aud be contends earnestly for the
faith once delivered to the saints. He pleadeth
for truth, egainst those who trust in vanity and
speak lies; (Isaiah lix. 4.) while they bend their
tongues like their bow for lies, he is valiant for
the truth, (Jer. ix. 3.} and is deteriined to know
nothing fer the foundation of his bope, but Christ
cructfied. He is determined to know none other
for pardon, peace, justification, sanctification, ho-
liness, acceptance with God, wisdom, strength,
and deliverance, from the power and dominion of
sin, death and hell, but Christ Jesus, in whom he
stands complete.

With a determination like this, may the God
of all grace send me unto you, in the fulness of
the blessing of the Gospel of Peace! With the
comfortable expectation of thus coming to you,

I remain, dear Brethren, &c.
Your’s, very aflectionately,

W. W, H.
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LETTER XIV.

To the Church of Christ (now) meeting at Hep-
zibak Chapel, Wood Street.

Plymouth Dock, Nov. 22, 1808.

XY DEAR PEOPLE,

IT would be superfluous for me, in this
written Address, (which must necessarily be very
limited) to give you any fresh assurances of my
discriminating affection for you, who have been
with me, and bravely stood by me, in all the
complicated afflictions and persecution which
have befallen me, from my first entrance In
among you. I am persuaded, we know each
other too well to doubt, for a moment, the sin-
eerity and integrity attached to our mutual pro-
fessions of unfeigned love to each other in the
bowels of Christ: suffice it, then, for me to say,
once for all, Let this impress your minds, when-
ever my absence give you any degree of pain,
that you not only still exist in my most lively re-
membrance, but that you dwell perpetually in my
heart; and, dear as the people of God are to me
wherever I find them, rest assured, that you have
my warmest, my highest and first esteem, by a
most decisive preference, which gives me heart-
felt pleasure. I will candidly acknowledge that
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it would be the most censurable vanity for me to
suppose that you lamented my absence, if I had
not the most demonstrable evidences of the great
esteem in which you hold me as a minister of
Christ; and the warm affection you feel for me
as a child of God—a member of the same re-
deemed body, and of the same fawmily with your-
selves.—Be assured, my dear people! that I most
keenly feel the pain of separation; so keenly and
Jorcibly, that nothing could reconcile me to it
but an Aope, and pleasing prospect, that my Bless-
ed Redeemer has providentially led me here, to
execute by me, as an instrument, some of the
gracious purposes of his own will, in making sin-
ners willing to be saved alone by grace! A great
door appears to be opened here for the preach-
ing of God’s truth, O that it may prove an ef-
fectual one: if so, T am persuaded, there will be
many enemies. Brethren, pray for me, that the
Lord may keep me faithful, and by my ministry
magnify the riches of his free grace in Christ.
May the Lord bless you at all times; but especi-
ally when you assemble for his worship; and O
may he bless our brethren who officiate for me
during my absence! may their ministry be owned
of God!

But while I am lamenting our painful separa-
tivn, (though a separation upon a gloricus occa-
sion) methinks I hear some of you say, the ab-
sence of our minister is painful, but what is that

P
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compared with the absence of the Lord? If he
hide his face, we are troubled indeed! At a
throne of grace, which it is your inestimable pri-
vilege to know, you often cry in the language of
David, (Psa. x. 1.) “Why standest thou afar
of, O Lord, why hidest thou thyself in times of
troubler”

This, my dear friends! though a bitter com-
plaint, implies great boldness at the throne of
grace: inasmuch as it is not only a pleading with
the Lord, but going with an argument founded
upon his promise, and requesting to know why
that promise is not fulfilled? The heaven-born
soul, in the darkest season, has more familiarity
with the Lord, than the proud professor who
never knew Jesus, with all his boasted comforts.
I must here correct myself, I have not fully ex-
pressed my idea, or rather, I have said too much:
because the former does enjoy familiarity with
God, whereas the latter never intermeddles with
that heaven-descended joy: and, therefore, it will
be better to say, that the heaven-born soul, in the
darkest, and most trying season, has that strong
confidence in his covenant God, which the unre-
generate professor never knew.

1. The cry of ““Why standest thou afar off, O
Lord?” never was made by a carnal unregene-
rated sinner: he is afar off ficm God, and knows
it not: and while in that state is as ncapable of
desining the Divine Presence as a dead body is
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of breathing, or as a raving maniac is of exercis-
ing sound reason,

2. A sinner under the Law’s sentence —self-
condemned, has no occasion .0 make the enquiry:
he knows, to his distraction, why the Lord stands
afar off from him. He is in a state of condem-
nation, and feels it.

3. But this bold expression, this powerful and
energetic plea, evidently implies

1. That the Lord hath created a thirst in the
soul of the complainant, which none but himself
can satisfy ; hence he cries—Why shouldst thou O
precious Jesus! win my heart over to thyself by
a display of thy charms, and not satisfy me with
the joy of thy salvation? Why should my soul
be deserted of one that is endeared to me by all
that love, mercy, pity, and tenderness indispen-
sably necessary for my salvation and eternal hap-
piness? “Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth,
where thou feedest, where thou makes thy flock to
rest at noon: For why should I be as one that
turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?
(Sol. Songs, 1. 7.)

9. That as the Lord has promised to be with
his people, and to afford them his divine pre-
sence: the deserted soul has a plea upon sub-
stantial ground: Hast thou not said, O my God,
“ Fear thou not: for I am with thee.” (Isa. xl;.
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10.) And shall thy promise fail for evermore!'—
shall my faith, hope, and confidence in thy loving
kindness and almighty arm, be for ever cut off]
and prove abortive, to the confusion of my soul,
the dishonor of thy name, and the triumph of my
enemies.—Behold my trouble, pity my cowplaint.
Why standest thou afar off in this day of calami-
ty?  Why should the God of love thus deal with
his own adopted and redeemed children, with
whom he is in covenant for ever?

Various are the reasons suggested by Satan,
and forged by unbelief, why God does hide his
face from his people; some of which are as fol-
lows :

1. Because of some surprising sin, which you
have long groaned under, or perhaps, recently dis-
covered in your carnal heart! But surely, O thou
afflicted soul, when yvu give yourself time to re-
flect, you must see that such conclusion is totally
inconsistent with the whole plan of salvation by
grace: Isnot mercy the Divine delight? Is it
not the glory of the Lord to exalt the glory of
his grace, in the pardon of sin? And does he
not pardon like a Ged? Is it not the office of
Christ to save sinners. He came not to call, to
invite the righteous, but sinners; and for the
comfort and encouragement of all such, Does not
Paul call himself the chiefest of sinners, at the
same time that he triumphs in the love of God,
and declares himself interested in Chiist?
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9. The cnemy operating upon the self-righte-
ousness of your proud nature, would persuade
you, that God hideth his face from you in anger
Bat T would ask, Was not his anger due to us
on account of sin, entirely exhausted upon Christ,
when he smote him with the rod of his wrath?
How then can his wrath burn hot against you.
Your refuge is Jesus, with whom the Lord is well
pleased for his righteousness sake.—He loves you
In his dear Son, and cannot know the shadow of
a turn.

3. Satan and unbelief would persuade you,
that you have not the enjoyment of his presence,
because he has forgotzen you. Bat how kindly
does he answer this himself: “Can a woman for-
get her sucking child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb: yea, they
may forget, yet will I not forgez thee, &c.”

But he has suspended its divine influence in
our souls.

1. To bumble us—to stab our Arminian pride,
and to stop our boasting mouths, that we may
acknowledge Jesus to be all in all,

2. That we may cry more earnestly unto him
in prayer, and know that he hears and answers

not for our sake, but for his own sake.

3. Because he loves us too well to suffer any
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rival in our affections, and, therefore, he thus
chastens us in love, that we may, by his absence,
know more of his worth and value.

And, lastly, that his presence may be the sweet-
er, when he shall rise and shine upon our souls:
and that he may so shine on you, is the fervent
and daily prayer of

Your truly affectionate,

W. W. H.

LETTER XV.

To the Church of Christ, now assembling at
Hephzibah Chapel, Wood Street.

Plymouth Dock, Nov. 29, 1808.

IT is our unspeakable happiness to know
the truth for ourselves: and so to know it, as to
love it, and to engage in its defence with earnest-
ness and ardour of soul. And when the fire of
that divine love, which burnt so warmly in the
very bones of Jeremiah, inspires us with high and
dignified views of our exalted Redeemer, who is
the Truth as well as the way and the life, we
not only step forward warmly to defend the truth,
but esteem it a distinguishing privilege to be called
in Divine Providence, to make the greatest sacri-
fices in its promotion.—In my separation from
you, I have much to sacrifice, not temporally, but
spiritually : nevertheless, as it is evidently in de-



LETTERS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 111
fence of God’s truth, in this place, I cheerfully
yield, and thankfully endure the cross. You will
now, most likely ask, what I have to sacrifice in
this separation from you as a church. [ reply
much, very much; and to make it evident to you,
I will appeal to your own feelings for demonsira-
¢ion. 1 have encouraged the most unshaken per-
suasion, that you entertain the highest opinion of
my sincerity and friendship; and hold me in the
highest esteem as your own minister, who prefers
you above all other churches: and I hope, that
my conduct toward you, will always demoustrate,
that you are neither deceived in that opinion, nor
lavish in your esteem:—LovE between us, I am
persuaded, is proportionately reciprocal; and will
ever meet the most satisfactory return—and I do
sincerely hope, that, to the remotest years of my
life, 1 shall labour among you, while the blessing
and presence of our altogether lovely JEsus, shall
make our communion and fellowship divinely
sweet, and mingle our cup with many mercy drops
from the everlasting hills of his undeclining love!

This being the case—having for a long time
tasted of these heavenly sweets together—I say
with confidence, that the demonsération of what
I now sacrifice, by this separation, you can clearly
read in your own feelings.

Have you not that esteem for my ministry,
which leads you not only to consider, but to feel
niy absence @ loss —this you have sacrificed with
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an hope of my being useful in this place, to the
dear children of God. And is not this sacrifice
mutual. Have 1 not the saine unpleasant sensa-
tion, in being at a distance from you, and in be-
ing deprived of your constant attendance on my
ministry.  For though the people attend here in
crowds, and hear with the greatest attention, they
cannot be so dear to me, as my own church; with
whom I am familiarly acquainted ! But let us lose
sight of ourselves, and enter upon a more pleasant
and sublime subject—only, just permit me to say,
that £ look forward with anticipated pleasure to
the #ime, when I hope the Lord will return me
unto you, like a giant, refreshed with new wine,
in the fulness of the blessings of the Gospel of
Peace. To be the plague of pharisees, while I
am the Messenger of the Lord of Hosts to his
own redeemed children.

Brethren, we are inseparably united in our liv-
ing Head, whose presence makes my heaven here,
while it fills you with unspeakable joy at so great
a cistance from me. He is confined to no place;
for heaven and earth are filled with the Majesty
of Lis glery! O how sweet it is to have the Spirit’s
witness within that we are one with Jesus !

1st. By a union of everlasting love. Leved in
him, and in love given to him, in the gracicus
covenant, before the commencement of time! This
is a truth spurzed with contempt by the advocates
of free-will; and well it may; for how does it
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sap the very foundation of their hope, founded
on religious duties and performances! It makes
man, they will say, nothing but a mere machine.
Ah! this is the bitter sting to self~righteous pride!
It makes man nothing, and that they cannot bear!
—But, O! how humiliating to the child of God!
How consolatory to a poor helpless sinner! How
encouraging to the soul who seeks Jesus! And
how supporting to all the dear children of the
Mosr Hicn, who are variously and often, tried
and afflicted~~by sin, unbelief, coldness, and hard-
ness of heart—spiritual desertion, persecution,
and numerous outward #¢rials—How peculiarly
supporting, and animating to them, is the glori~
ous consideration of their everlasting love union
to Jesus! because they know that none of their
trials, however grievous, can separate them from

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord !

Oh! how delightful to reflect upon the noble
and affectionate language of a precious Saviour;
who, in the most pathetic address ever offered to
heaven, pleads in your behalf and mine, by re-
minding Ais Father, and our Father, of this an-
cient love-union #o Him, in the following energe-
tic language—language clothed with authority pe-
culiar to the Prince of Peace: “I in them, and
thou in me, that they may be imade perfect in one,
and that the world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast LOVED THEM AS THOU HAST LOVER

Q
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ME.” This is the support and rejoicing of my
unworthy, thrice unworthy soul; this melts me
and humbles me—This makes my heart burn
within me with love to my own Redeemer, in
whom we are at all times, and for ever complete!
I have but just entered upon the delightful sub-
jectof our union to Christ—but break off through
extreme pain of the head.

Your’s, &c.

W. W. H

LETTER XVI.

7o my own beloved Church.

Dock, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 1808.
DEARLY BELOVED IN CHRIST,

AS the time approaches for my return,
I feel the greater anxiety to address you upon
those substantial and interesting subjects, which
are the principal comfort of my life, the founda-
tion of my hope, and the source ot my continual
rejoicing: indeed all that variety of spiritual sub-
jects, with which the word of God furnishes us,
and which it is our highest pleasure, and most
permanent interest to discuss, examine, and feel
substantiated in our experience, is comprised in this,
the everlasting Love of our Covenant Father, by
which we are everlastingly and inseparably one in
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Christ ! This is all my salvation and all my de-
sire. The publication of this at Dock hath glad-
dened and comforted my own soul, and proved a
source of consolation to many of God’s dear chil-
dren here; while it has made some of the diviners
mad, and produced the clamorous and malicious
vociferation against me, of ¢ ANTINOMIAN'!
AxTINoMIAN I” But you know what itis to re-
joice that the Lord has honoured us with this
christian badge, and counted us worthy to suffer
reproach for his name-sake. I am, indeed, a
wonder to myself.

O how happy have I been in publicly declaring,
and insisting upon, the FREE and AMAZING love
of my immutable REDEEMER, THE Loxp oF
Hosts! Last night (being Tuesday) I preached as
usual to a crowd of the most attentive hearers I
ever spoke to in the Lord’s name; and though I
was an hour and thirty-five minutes in my sermon,
their attention was kept up to the last minute:
Shall the truth be preached in vain? No, my dear
Sirs! T am persuaded the Lord is doing a great
work here by the instrumentality of your vwr af-
fectionate minister ; which, I am confident, must
be a considerable cause for your rejoicing, as well
as mine.

Last night I felt my soul amazingly drawn out
with love to precious souls, and warmed with
holy zeal for the glory of Christ; at the same time
that I was roused with indignation against the
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hypocrisy, formality, false doctrines, and pretended
outside holiness of the parsons and professors of
this dark and gloomy day! O what a mercy to
be kept faithful! Bless and praise the Lord on
my behalf! Who, and what am I, that he should
thus warm and comfort my heart: an heart that
is often frozen to ice, by the nipping destrue-
tive frost of carnality, worldliness, and vanity
of thought and desire! But “ we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of us?’ It is
all of grace! Itis all of grace! Surely I have
more reason to extol the riches of God’s free and
unsearchable grace, than any other sinner, re-
deemed by the precious blood of Christ. Give
him all the glory! Suffer none to rob him of the
glory due, everlastingly due to his truly precious
name; without giving them a severe reprimand,
by the strongest expressions of indignation! This,
in the strength of Christ, is my resolve : for we
never can speak loud enough in the defence, and
in the immortal praise of Him, who hath loved
us, and redeemed us with his own blood!

I shall now-resume the subject I commenced in
my last, with peculiar pleasure, flowing from a
persuasion that it will be truly gratifying to you;
and with an encouraging hope and confidence,
that the Lord will accompany it with his great
and eifectual blessing! Union to our glorious
Covenant Head is a subject of the greatest possi-
ble sublimity, at the same time that it is clothed
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with that scriptural simplicity, which renders it
not only intelligible, but sweet and delightful, to
the well-instructed child of God. 1 proceed,
then to shew from the word of God, that this
union is an everlastingly representative union :
by which [ wish you clearly to understand, for
your comfort, that the Lord Jesus Christ repre-
sented his people from everlasting, as the Head
of a complete body, given to him, in covenant, by
the Father, and in due time completely redeemed,
that is, bought back from the bondage of sin and
Satan, by his atoning blood !

All their persons were well known, and all their
names stood engraven upon his heart, before the
foundation of the world : as he himself, under the
character of wisdom, has expressed it: (Prov. ciil.
22, ¢3.) “ The Lord possessed me in the begin-
ning of his way, before his works of old. I was
set up (or rather anointed) from everlasting, irom
the beginning or ever the earth was.” Christ, the
power of God aund the wisdom of God, from ever-
lasting, before the works of the creation, was
anointed Head of his pcople: and as he is
Infinite Wisdom, must be the only wise Gad
over all, blessed for ever. The delight of the
Father, and the object of his supremest love; and
as his peceple were then all i him, were loved
with the same love; as that oeiighful passage
proves, which you have often heard me quote
(John xvii. 23.) “ I in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one, and
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that the world may know that thou has sent me,
and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.”
Laved in Christ, and now represented by him on
the heavenly throne, where he represented us from
everlasting! O sweet thought! Source of ecstatic
triumph over sin and hell ! Qur salvation was de-
termined on, and mansions of glory secured to us,
without a possibility of failure, before we had a
being! We have not then, my beloved friends!
to enquire what we shall po to be savED, but to
rejoice that we ARE saved, and in the council of
God, being one with our Royal Representative,
were saved before his works of old ! All that re-
mains now, is to receive the Spirit’s witness, that
we are interested in this ancient salvation, and
then our language will be, “ What shall we ren-
der unto the Lord, for the sovereignty, freeness,
and eternity of his love and grace, abounding to
us the chief of sinners! And to rejoice in our
Great High Priest, who bears the names of the
children of Israel in the breast-plate of Judgment,
upon his heart, in the holy place, for a memorial
before the Lord continually. (Exod. xxviii. 29.)

But some of you, who may be walking in dark-
ness, and weak in faith, may be ready to ask,
What is the Spirit’s witness, which he bears in
the soul of a vile sinner, that he belongs to Christ?
I answer, Is not this the Spirit’s evidence and
work, in our hearts: That Christ is precious? Is
not this the faith of the operation of Ged? For,
to you that BELIEVF he is precious. Precious to
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save? But if you did not feel yourselves los¢, he
could not be precious in this endearing and ez-
alted character : Precious in his cleansing blood,
because we are filthy—precious to justify, be-
cause we are self-condemned: precious to quick-
en and give life; because, in ourselves, we are
dead and buried in the ruins of the-fall: Precious
in his person, because he is arrayed in Auman
flesh, our near kinsman, an™ yet the eternal God!
Precious in his promises, because they are abso-
lute, unconditional, and made only to the poor,
vile, helpless sinner ; and are all ye« and amen
to his glory.  Precious in his word and worship ;
because the former contains nothing but free-
grace to the unworthy ; and the latter, unincum-
bered with duties, is constituted with gracious pri-
wileges, and (when the Lord is with us) is a ser-
wice of perfect freedom !

Thus T might go on~but I will conclude with
saying, that he is ALTOGETHER precious and love-
ly! may he be increasingly so to our souls! With
the pleasing expectation of soon addressing you
verbally.

I am, my dear friends,

Your’s affectionately,

W. W, H.
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LETTER XVIL
On Backbiting.
DEAR SIR,

WE have heard much on defamation of
character, and of actions being brought by the
injured to recover damages in Courts of Judica-
fure; but that malicious defamation of the cha-
racters of the followers of the Lamb, and of the
ministers of the pure gospel, has been scarcely
noticed, either from the sonorous pulpit, or
from the widcly-circulating press. Outward ho-
liness, consistency of conduct, unspotted morali-
ty, christian piety, and intrinsic virtue, have cer-
tainly been almost perpetually urged by the pro-
fessed ministers of the gospel; but, in my opi-
nion, little has been said to real purpese. An
explanation of the constituents, the substance,
and vitals of these excellencies, has not yet been
given; nor the grand actuating principle of them
all, delineated, so as to ascribe glory to divine
grace, in Christ; which alone can make a man
¢ruly honest, honourable, virtuous, pious and up-
right. It is true, that one certain detached stand-
ard has been erected for the regulation, the rule,
and the inspiring Spirit of all good works—The
law of Ten Commandments. But we find, ma-
ny who profess the most zealous attachment to
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THE

SOCIAL HOUR,

Addressed to a Select Party of
Friends.

JANUARY 91H, 1810.

HOW swift the time, and yet how sweet!

When real friends for converse meet,
And taste of love divine :

It like a fleeting shadow flies,

But gives reflection solid joys;

Joys at this moment mine!

Friendly, and more than friendly, we,

Not vain, yet cheerful, grave, yet free,
The happy evening spent:

A time to be remember’d long;

The pleasing subject of my song,

To you with freedom sent,
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To you, my friends—companions dear!
T write without reserve or fear;

For you can well attest
The sweetness of the socTAL HOUR;
When felt our minds the Saviour’s pow’,

"The mighty power of Christ!

A power to raise, and not to crush;

Removing shame’s confusing blush,
And casting out all guile:

Which from distressing bondage frees,

Producing union, peace, and ease,

And friendship’s generous smile!

Come, then, my friends, to you I turn,

Did not our hearts within us burn,
With love to Jesus’ name?

While each of self with hatred spoke,

And lost th’ arminian, slavish yoke,

In love’s celestial flame!

No stiffness, no reserve was there,

For perfect love excludeth fear,



5

And christian’s can be free;
They must be, when the Lord appears,
To soothe their sorrows, dry their tears,

And give them liberty.

Then give the world their boasted bliss,
Their social joys, compared with this,

In torpid sadness sink!
Their jovial pleasures—midnight dance—
All perish soon as they advance,

And from reflection shrink.

They will not bear the after-thought,

"To those who reason as they ought,
And health and virtue prize:

But above all, to us, who know,

In Jesus’ love, a heav’n below,

They most detested rise!

For we, on grace’s happy ground,

The Good Supreme, with joy, have found,
And wish to rove no more:

By Jesus made divinely free,

Are happy as we wish to be,
On this terrestrial shore!
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O evening, ne’er to be forgot!

May it be our distinguish’d lot
Frequent, to meet again!

But ah! my sanguine muse! forbear—

My Lord, my Jesus, must be there,

Or meeting is in vain!

With hearts so cold, and minds so dull,
Celestial joys are woid and null,

Tho’ truth employs our tongues
Till he appears, divinely sweet,
To make our social bliss complete,

And animate our songs.



THE

ANNIVERSARY

THE SOCIAL HOUR.

JANUARY 971H, 1811.

YE jovial parties all adieu,
Of laughter, and of conversation vain!
Your joys no more I covet, nor pursue,
Which only give the memory pungent pain;
I sing a more delightful time,
Of mutual love, and peace, and joys sublime!
A time too joyous ever to define!
Of profit, and of pleasures all divine!
Though soon expired, reflecting solid peace;
A season time itself cannot erase
From memory, while I reflect
With gratitude, and with a glowing breast,
On mutnal, and high respect,

By warmest friends in tenderest ways express'd!
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Not in word only, but in very deed!

While each the heart could in the count'nance read!

Such joys were ours, and such was friendship’s
power,

‘T'o form the glories of the socrAL HoUR!

But, ah! while friendship is my song,

And her constituent glories dazzling shine,

I fain would ask a seraph’s heart and tongue,

To sing that Power which makes her all divine!
Come, Hory SrirrT, be my muse ;

Inspire me, and celestial love diffuse,

With rapturous sweetness, into friendly verse;

The memory bless, forgetfulness disperse,

Indite the subject, every thought control,

And fire with social pleasures all my soul!
Thus would I, with delight, repcat

Friendship, enjoy’d beneath thy genial power,
Arnd sing with recollection sweet,

The Anniversary of the soCIAL HOUR!

At which presided friendship, all bedeck’d,

With robes of peace, and pearls of warm respect ;

And love, which fell disunity defies,

And binds our hearts in cverlasting ties!
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Back to the world we gave its cares,
Yorgetting all the pains we ever felt;
Except, with retrospection’s grateful tears,
Recounting mercies, which to softness melt
The heart obdurate, and dissolve
To love, that prompts the glorious firm resolve,
To trust in future, whatsoe’er befall,
A faithful God, who wisely governs ALz,
And gives commission to each wrankling pain,
To work his wiLL in our eternal gain!
Sweet retrospect of saving grace!
Soul of our social pleasures! converse sweet!
How happy! thus with joy to trace
Etherial love, and run with willing feet
Our paths already travers'd, back again,
And tell what joy succeeded every pain—

How oft we prov’d the Saviour’s love and power!
Such was the sweetness of the socrar HouRr!

For conversation we were met,
Of purest, sweetest—of etherial kind !
And Truth upon the lip divinely sat,
And told the genuine feelings of the mind!



10

Or, when sweet Cheerfulness arose,

To tell the baffled efforts of our foes,

Each entertaining anecdote went round,

And bursts of laughter social triumphs crown’d!

Fach felt an interest in another’s joy,

And join’d in pleasures that can never cloy.
We told of conquests over hell,

Of battles fought beneath the great command
Of our renown'd IMMANUEL,

And how invincible in him we stand!

Whose blood-stain’d banner, streaming in the air,

Inspired with courage, and forbade our fear,

“ Victory or death,” was our heroic cry;

But victory’s our’s—for Death himself must die!

Fell Envy here could not intrude,
For we were happy as we wish’d to be;
Nor Malice, with her base infernal brood,
Could live a moment in such company!
Calumny was too mean a thing;
Calumny curs'd, that poison’d arrows fling
In secret at an upright neighbour’s heart,
Then hides the hand that throws th’envenom’d dart!
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Too mean a thing indeed! too base to dwell

With any but the slaves and dupes of hell!
Much less pollute the friendly tongue,

Or stop the current of our high delights;
When over death we victory sung,

And left the earth by faith’s ecstatic flights!

Love was our theme, and our sensations love ;

Such is JEHOVAH, such are saints above,

And e’en on earth, when sacred pleasures flow,

We rise to God, and feel a heaven below!

Such was the hour we social name;
Nor less the glories of its bless’d return;
TNlum’d, and warm’d with love’s seraphic flame,
‘We join'd that song the world can never learn!
In sacred notes, divinely high,
United praise to Jesus rent the sky;
While each, with warmest ardour, bore a part,
And join’d the rapturous music of the heart.
The song seraphic! and divine the sound,
Each feeling caught it, and the joy went round!

B
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Hait sweet devoted hour!
Thy joys th’ unfailing antidote of sin!

All hail! thou GrREaT CELESTIAL POWER!
Return, and let us live it o’er again:
Not only annual, but, if bliss so great,
More frequent may attend our mortal state,
Then, let us daily feel etherial power,
And sing the blessings daily of the soc1aL nour!

FINIS.



THE

HAPPY TRANSITION

OF

M 1IN D.

et

A CONVERSATION BETWEEN KERAS AND FIDELIS.

KERAS.

DEAR Friend, why weepest thou?
Say, whence proceed those sighs?
Why flow those briny tears of woe,

And anguish from your eyes?

Whom seekest thou? Come, speak ;
And dry those flowing tears:
I know that you our Jesus seek;

Whose love forbids your fears!
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FIDELIS.

True; but transgressions rise
Of every frightful shape,
Like mountains of enormous. size,

And how shall I escape?

I know his sweetest love,
For me he bled and died!
How could I so ungrateful prove
When I his power defied!

What black rebellion rag'd!
What high contempt was there,
When war against his power I wag'd,
And said T did not care!

O crime as black as hell!
Unfathomably deep!

“ Not care for Christ!” too bad to tell!
"Tis this that makes me weep.
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KERAS.

Not care for Christ! my friend;
Whom now you love and seek!
Not you, but some infernal fiend,

Must, sure, the language speak!

Not you, but raging sin,
As Satan must suggest,
he high rebellion wrought within,

And made you so protest.

I know you love the Lord;
Your “inner man” delights

In Christ, and strengthen’d by his word,
Beneath his banner fights.

FIDELIS,

If so, why am I thus?
Say, where is love to him,
From whom I stray? and what is worse

Appear to disesteem!
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The thought my bosom rends,
And makes my conscience bleed;
And yet my faith on this depends;

His grace is free indeed!

Tis free, tis wond’rous free!
Unmerited by us;
And surely does extend to me—
But, ah! why am I thus!

KERAS.
Tis a mysterious strife,
Creating keenest pain,
Between our new celestial life,

And sin that strives to reign!

Life feels the slightest stroke,
And love cannot approve

Such language as your “old man” spoke
Against the God of love!

But sharply must oppose,
And utterly detest
Those inward, daring, rebel foes

Th ose enemies of Christ!
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Tis love, the brightest beam,
And sweetest fruit of grace,
That holds the Lord in high esteem,

And seeks his smiling face.

But, where no love exists
To our adored Lord,
Nothing the carnal mind resists,

Nor is our sin abhord.

Then were you not a sheep,
For whom he died to cleanse,
You would not for transgressions weep,

Nor inly hate your sins.

You would not thus complain,
Nor after Jesus pine;
Nor would your sin create you pain,

Devoid of love divine.

FIDELIS.

Dear Iriend! my thanks accept,
Your conversation’s blest;

For sin, with aching heart, I wept,
But now rejoice in Christ!
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I see, in clearer light,
With evidences fresh,

Two parties inly dwell and fight,
The Spirit and the flesh.

KERAS.
How welcome is the sound
Of your heart-felt relief,
Your trial with a blessing’s crown’d,

Your joy increas’d by grief!

As some distressed bark,
Toss’d on the boisterous main,
In night tempestuous, cold, and dark,

Where awful horrors reign!

Tremendous thunders roll,
And forked lightenings dart,
Till terror tears, without control,

Tl affrighted seaman’s heart!

But soon the early dawn
Proclaims approaching day,
The winds abate, serene the morn,

And joy succeeds digsmay!
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With atmosphere more calm,
They sail in sweet repose,
Far happier thus, than if a storm

Had never once arose.

So joys divinely new,
Succeed your poignant woe ;
And I can bless the Lord with you=——

It has refresh’d me too.

The Happy Transition of Mind,

EXPERIENCED IN COMPOSITION,
(ADDRESSED TO A LADY.)

et S R ————

«WitH harps, on willows hung,
No more our songs invoke;”
Of yore the Bard of Israel sung,
Describing Israel’s yoke ;
* While plac’d by cruel Bab'lon’s streams,
Our joys are but aerial dreams
Yet taunting foes, in triumph ask a song

From harps, with chords enervate and unstrung,”
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Thus I discourag'd much,
In vain the Muse invoke,
In vain the Lyre attempt to touch,
While pain’d beneath the stroke
Of varied ills, of divers hue,
Orif I still my verse pursue,
To oblige a Friend (though not to entertain)

The Muse must weep, and every line complain!

Curs'd sins, affied with hell,
The inmates of my heart,
By force tyrannic in me dwell,
Defiling every part!
Demoniac hosts with malice join,
The world approves their dark design,
And unbelief, array’d in fell dismay,
The promise doubts, and yields me up their prey!

Yet not for ever theirs,
Though often captive led,
For mercy still a rebel spares,
My God sustains my head!
Jesus all-gracious will appear,
His bleeding love forbids my fear,
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And though my wounds are thought beyond a
cure,

To him belongs all wonder working power.

I feel it while I sing,
And though not very high,
My soul ascends on hope’s soft wing,
And views delivrance nigh:
It turns the course of my design,
Nor shall complaint swell every line,
For, though at first, intending to complain,

Free grace inspires a more exalted strain !

Transition all divine!
From weeping grief’s domain,
At once I'm brought, without design,
To sing of Jesus® reign!
O reign benign! I feel its force,
Repelling sin’s detested course;
Commanding wrankling sorrow to depart,

And sacred joy diffusing through my heart!
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Beneath his mighty sway,
And trembling at his name,
The haughty powers of hell give ivay,
And sink in endless shame!
Sin, by his mighty arm subdu’d,
Dismay recedes; the mind’s renew’d;
And faith, by his invigorating grace,

The promise trusts, and all his glories trace.

While faith adoring sits
Beneath a Saviour’s feet,
The soul her poignant woe forgets,
And every bitter’s sweet;
Each blessing from his hand descends
More chuice, more valu’d are our friends;
Hence you, my friend, in estimation rise,

The gift of Jesus, ruler of the skies!

Come, then, with me unite
In songs of gratitude,

Songs of sweet rapture and delight,
That every pain exclude.

Be every sorrow, every care

That foster murmuring, or despair,
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Expell'd our bosoms, that the fervent glow
Of love to Christ, may cause our praise to

flow.

We know his hallow’d name,
And sing his matchless grace:
Array’d in flesh to earth he came
And took our wretched place!
(O miracle!) to bleed for us!
'To bear our sins, and Sinai’s curse
Publish his glories; shout, Immanuel dies!
Heaven stoops to earth, to raise us to the

skies!

No longer Satan reigns,
Nor hellish sceptre sways;
Jesus, in agonizing pains,
His boasted prowess slays:
I'air Sion’s sons the victory prove,
The glories of his conquering love;
And shout, in ecstacies beneath his smiles,
See how the Lamb the powers of darkness

spoils!
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From Death, the last of foes,
Does our Immanuel save,
He provd the conquest, when he rose,
And triumph’d o’er the grave!
The Lord isrisen! away sad doubts;
He’s risen indeed !—Gone up with shouts!
Hell howl'd with horror! Angels, with surprise,
Attun’d their harps, and glory rent the skies!

“ Who is the mighty King:”
Exclaim’d ten thousand tongues;
Ten thousand answered, “ CHRIST, we sing”
In most exalted songs.
The Kive or Grory! yet below
Is known the Kine or Siox too!
Mighty in battle!—victories all renown’d—

Expir'd on earth for man, in heav’n is crown'd,



THE

AUTHOR’s REFLECTIONS

ON HIS BIRTH DAY.

RAPID time that knows no stay,
Steady, constant in his course,
Chases months and years away,
Almost unobserv’d by us,
Torpid lies the thoughtless mind,
While as on the wings of wind ;
Day, a moment’s space appears,

Multiplying fast to years.

Time, with unremitting sway,

From creation’s mighty birth,
To the great decisive day,

Sweeps off all that dwell on earth:
Swift, beneath his stern control,
Ages after ages roll!

He, the most substantial things,

Unto fell destruction brings!
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ON THE AUTHOR’S BIRTH DAY.

Mansions, towering to the skies,
Fam’d in old historic page,
Every raging storm defies,
Standing firm from age to age;
Even these shall time decay,
Sweep their battlements away,
Down from their foundations fling,

And to total ruin bring.

Beauty, honour, glory, wealth,
Power imperial, mauners fine,
Youthful vigour, bloeming health,

All before his sway decline:
He, resistless, takes no bribe,
Spares no age, nor sex, nor tribe,
Youth to age before him flies,

Beauty fades, and pleasure dies.

Clad in green the fields appear;
Flora’s beauties gaily smile;
We could wish them always here,
Anxious sorrows. to beguile.
But fell time destroys them all;

See, the flowers begin to fall:
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O that I could interpose,

To preserve the fading rose!

Thus swift time the seasons rolls,
Vernal spring, and summer’s heat,

Autumn’s fruit, and winter’s howls,
Die submissive at his feet!

‘Time, how swift, yet unperceiv'd;

Short indeed our days appear:

Few and evil those I've livid,

Cloth’d in pain, and gloomy fear !

Yet some comfort I have known,
From that free perennial spring,

Mercy, ceaseless, flowing down;
Mercy, fount of life, I sing:

Mercy free, and all divine,

Crowns this chequer'd life of mine ;

Cheers me in the thorny maze,

Gives me daily cause for praise.

Mercy ceaseless time attends,
Sweetens grief I must sustain;

Time th afflicted much befriends;
Time shall put an end to pain!
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He, thus rolling on his way,
Brings once more my natal day ;
As if anxious to annex,

One more year to thirty-six.

By frail nature born in sin,
Various sorrows must abound,
Of the Spirit born again,
Safe I am in Jesus found!
Thus my natal day I prize,
Born an heir of brighter skies,~
Endless peace, and joys sublime,
Free from changing, fleeting time!
Hoary sage! thy way pursue;
Hasten on the blissful day,
When a joyous, last adieu,
To thy changes, and thy sway,
AMine immortal mind shall bid ;
By the hand of mercy led:
Crown'd with Christ, from sorrow free,

Wrapp'd in vast eternity!

W. Day, Printer, 13, GosweliﬁS‘tﬁrvet;‘ttv_







